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PREFACE. 


—♦— 

With mingled emotions of gratitudcj apprehen¬ 
sion, and confidence, I deliver to the Publick a 
Fourth Volume of “ Illustrations of the Literary 
History of the Eighteenth Century;” — of grati¬ 
tude for the unparalleled indulgence I have received 
on various similar occasions for sixty years —of ap¬ 
prehension, lest I should, in this, probably my con¬ 
cluding Volume, be trespassing on that indulgence— 
yet confidently hoping that tny intentions will be 
favourably received, and my imperfections, if not 
wholly overlooked, kindly forgiven. 

This Volume consists almost entirely of the Epis¬ 
tolary Correspondence of Men distinguished by their 
Literary Talents in almost every department of 
Science, and principally of those who are more or 
less connected with the subjects before noticed in 
the “ Literary Anecdotes.” They are in general on 
interesting subjects; though in the immense number 
here presented some exceptions may appear. 

If I now retire, it will not be from want of materials 
—for I have many Hundred (I might say Thousand) 
Letters well worthy of publication; but that I feel 
scarcely equal (as I fear will be too readily per¬ 
ceived) to pursue an investigation attended with no 
small degree of labour, as those accustomed to search 
for dates will best appreciate. 

It would, however, be unpardonable, were I not 
to return my sincere acknowledgments to the Friends 
who have continued to afford me their assistance in 
the present Volume; and amongst those i must par- 

A 3 ticularly 
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ticularly mention the Uev. William Layton, and 
Alexander Chalmers, Esq. To many other Gen¬ 
tlemen I have made acknowledgments under the 
articles they have kindly contributed. But the rich 
stores of Dean Moss, Dr. Zachary Grey, Dr. Du- 
CAREL, Mr. Gough, and Mr. Da Costa, have been 
the grand sources of information. The Biographical 
notices, though numerous, are not, generally speak- 
ing, very long; many of them being little more than 
a connecting link to Characters introduced in the 
preceding Volumes. 

Even since the above paragraph was written, and 
whilst the present sheet was passing through the 
press, I have had the most liberal offers of future 
communications, which, if not used by myself, may 
probably form a future Volume under the more 
active superintendence of my Son. 

Of my venerable Friend the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Pegge, a good Portrait cannot but be acceptable to 
the possessors of the “ Literary Anecdotes,” in which 
the good Doctor and his only Son make a consi¬ 
derable figure. And such a Portrait I am enabled 
to give, by favour of the Doctor’s Grandson, Sir 
Christopher Pegge, M. D. and Regius Professor 
of Medicine at Oxford ; with whom I have had the 
happiness of long continuing that friendly inter¬ 
course to which I had an hereditary claim of more 
than half a century—commencing with the good old 
Vicar of Whittington, and continued with his Son, 
one of the Esquires of the Royal Household. 

It is much to be regretted that I cannot give, as 
an appropriate counterpart, a Portrait of the modern 
Camden— —my Instructor and Guide in Topographi¬ 
cal Antiquities—the Companion of many a delight¬ 
ful 
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ful Pilgrimage to Whittington and Mansfield-Wood- 
house; and of several Antiquarian Excursions into 
distant Counties, particularly Leicestershire and 
Dorsetshire—for very many years my hearty and 
invariable Friend, which he finally confirmed in 
what has been emphatically styled “ the last solemn 
act of a wise man’s life.”—But, though no good 
likeness of his animated countenance was ever taken, 
the memory of Mr. Gough will long survive, in his 
excellent Publications, and in a munificent bequest 
10 the Bodleian Library. 

f have been fortunate, however, in obtaining an 
accurate Portrait of the celebrated Dr. Busby ; and 
also of the Reverend Thomas Warton. 

To Thomas Meggison, Esq. I am indebted for 
the Plate of his near Relation, my excellent old 
Friend and intelligent Correspondent John Thorpe, 
Esq.—To J. C. Michele, Esq. for that of his Father, 
the Rev. Henry Michell, the much-respected Vicar 
of Brighthelmston.—And to Mrs. Lines, for that 
of the kind-hearted and intelligent Bibliographer, 
James Bindley, Esq. 

The Portrait of the much-lamented Dr. Whita¬ 
ker is copied, by permission of the Proprietors 
(Messrs. Hurst, Robinson, and Co.^, from the fine 
one prefixed to his Loidis and Elmete.” 

Four other Portraits have also been faithfully and 
neatly copied by the burin of Mr. Audinet — Anstis 
and Lewis, the celebrated Bibliographical Antiqua¬ 
ries, who make a conspicuous figure in the present 
Volume; and Doctors Zahchary Grey and Birch, 
from whose industry the “Literary Anecdotes” have 
repeatedly derived much useful information. 

HighhuTi ^, May 24, 1822. J , iV. 
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Since tlic act tele on the Battel y Family (pp* S5—114) 
xvas printed^ J liave been favoured by the Very Reverend Dr. J* 
H. Monkj Dean of Peterborough, and Regius Professor of Divi¬ 
nity, with these Extracts from Trinity College, Cambridge i 

April 3, Johannes Battely, Subsizator. Tutore Ma- 

gistro Pulleyn." This is all the notice taken of him in the Ad¬ 
mission Book : the custom of giving a fuller entiy did not begin 
till 1683, Sir Isaac Newton was admitted the year before under 
the same Tutor, Mr. Benjamin Pulleyn, who was afterwards 
Greek Professor, This John Battely took his degree of B, A, 
Jan. 1665-6. He was elected Fellow of Trinity College, Oct. 1, 
166S, and became M. A. in 1669. He was for several years one 
of the Tutors of this College. The iirst pupil admitted under 
him was on April 5, 1673 j the last was on Nov. 30, 1632. 

" Admiss. March 30, 1665. Nicholas Battely, Pensionarius, 
Tut. Mr. Pulleyn." 

“ Mali 9“ (1705), Admissus Joan. Batteley, Pens, aetatis suee 
17' Filius Nicholai Battely de Bearksbourne in Com. Cantii, 
Cierici defuncti] e Scholl Rcgi& Caiituariasi sub Pr^ceplore 
Magro David Jones." Cressat, Tut, This gentleman became 
M. A. in the year 1708-9 ; M. A. in 171^* [He first alters the 
spelling of his sir name to Batteley.] 

Lately dyed Dr. John Baihijt Archdeacon of Canterb. 
Upon his death-bed he declared himself very uneasy upon ac¬ 
count of his having Pluraiities, He was a good scholar, and was 
serviceable formerly to Bp. Fell and others in collating MSS. 5:c. 
Stc.; and the Bp. has mentioned him several times upon that 
account" Hearne's MS Papers, voL xvii. p. 197^—^Oct. 16, 170S. 

The Rev. Dr. Philip Bliss, of St. John’s College, Oxford, has 
also kindly supplied tlie following dates from that University i 

Samud Battely f son of John Battely, of Horringer, in Suffolk, 
matriculated of Christ Church, Dec. 13, 1733, being then 17- 
He took the degree of B. A, Dec. 2, 1737, and probably soon 
after cjuiUed the Univei'sity, for I do not find that he proceeded 
to his M. A. though he determined (as it is technically called) the 
following Lent, 

Charles Battely, son of John Battely, of Bury St. Edmunds, 
Suffolk, Clerk, was matriculated of University College, July 13, 
1738, being then 17. He became B. A. July 10, 1742, and de¬ 
termined the same Lent, but never proceeded in his degrees. 

CORRIGENDA. 

P, 131, ]. 3, for 1531 read 1513. 

P. 233, note, 1. 1, read Brander. 

P. 261, line 10, read “ Ruther/ord*^ book." 

P, 305* Dr. Richard Warren, the very eminent Physician, and 
an elder Brother of the Bishop, died July 23, 1797, set. 66. See 
his Epitaph in Faulkner's Kensington, p. 208. 

2tid. Mr. Ambrose Dickens died August 25, 1747- 

P. 871. Some additional traits in the character of Dr. Whitaker 
may be seen in Gent, Mag. vol. XCIL i. p. 312. 
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SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 

The following Memoirs of this incomparable 
Philosopher, which were sent by Mr, Conduitt to 
Monsieur Footenelle, and used by him in a manner 
very unsatisfactory to Mr, Conduitt*, are princi¬ 
pally formed from a Topographical Publication f, 
which reflects etjual honour on the talents and the 
munificence of its Author* TLhe original MSS. were 
communicated by the Earl of Portsmouth into 
whose possession they came from his Lordships 
grandmother, Catherine Viscountess Lymington, 
daughter and sole heir of John Conduitt, esq. by 
(ilatherine Barton, niece of Sir Isaac Newton 

^ The Biographei-s of Newton, however, seem to have had no 
better information than they could collect Fontenelle. 

t Collections for the Hbtoiy of the Town and Soke of 
Gi-antham; containing authentic Memoirs of Sir Isaac Newton. 
By Edmund Tut nor, F. R.S. F. S, A* 1806, 4to- 

+ By whose Noble Father they had in 1777 been commumcated 
to Bp. Horsley. See the Literary Anecdotes, voL 1^- 767. 

& The MSS. at Hurstbourn park are various. The biogra¬ 
phical part consbts chiedy of pocket-books and memorandmns 
in Sir Isaac*s hand-writing, and the information obtained by 
VoL. IV. B Mr. 
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Sir Isaac Newton was born on Christmas-day, 
1642, O. S. at Woolsthorpe, in the parish of Col- 
sterworth, in the county of Lincoln, near three 
months after the death of his father, who was de¬ 
scended from the eldest branch of the family of Sir 
John Newton, bart. and was lord of the manor of 
Woolsthorpe. The family came thither from Westby, 
in the same county; but originally from Newtown in 
Lancashire, from whence they probably took their 
name. His mother was Hannah Ayscough*, of an 
ancient and honourable family in the county of Lin¬ 
coln. She was married-l- a second time to the Rev. 
Barnabas Smith, rector of North Witham, and had 
by him a son and two daughters; from whom are 
descended the four nephews and nieces, who inherit 
Sir Isaac's personal estate^. 

Sir Isaac went to two little day-schools at Skilling- 
ton and Stoke, till he was twelve years old, and 
then was sent to the great school at Grantham, under 
Mr. Stokes, who had the character of being a very 
good schoolmaster, where he shewed a strong dis¬ 
position towards mechanicks, and gave early tokens 
of an uncommon genius^. After he had been there 

Mr. Conduitt for the purpose of writing his life. For the judgment 
in Belecting^ and perseverance in tmnscribing, the papers inspect¬ 
ing this great man, Mr. Tumor was obliged to the Rev. John 
Garnett, prebendary of Winchester and rector of Wallop, whoae 
unremitting kindness on this occasion cannot be sufficiently 
acknowledged. 

* Daughter of James Ayseough, of Market Overton, gent, hy 

Margaret daughter of-Blythe of Stroxton, an ancient family 

also. 

f Barnabas Smith, rector, and Hannah Newton, were mar¬ 
ried January 1645. Their issue, Benjamin, Mary, and 
Hannah Smith, were born at Witham. Barnabas Smith died 
about 1656, the register of North Witham being that year signed 
by Dr. Cotton. Famh Register. 

t Sir Isaac Newton came into possession of the family estate 
at Woolsthorpe and at Sewstern in 1663; for in 16.50 James Ays- 
cough, gent, is stated to be guardian to Isaac Newton, lord of 
the manor, under age. 

i Sir Isaac used to lekte, that he was very negligent at school, 
and very low in it, till the boy above him gave him a kick on 

the 
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some years, his mother took him home, intending 
he should apply himself to the management of his 
own estate; but his genius could not brook such an 
employment; and the strong inclination which he 
shewed for reading, and inattention to every thing 
else, induced his mother to send him to Grantham 
school again for nine months, and then to Trinity 
college, Cambridge, where he was admitted the 
5 th June, l660. 

He always informed himself beforehand of the 
books his tutor intended to read; and when he 
came to the lectures, found he knew more of them 
than his tutor. The first books he read for that pur¬ 
pose were Saunderson’s Logic and Kepelr’s Optics. 

A desire to know whether there was any thing in 
Judicial Astrology first put him upon studying ma- 
thematicks. He discovered the emptiness of that study 
as soon as he erected a figure, for which purpose he 
made use of two or three problems in Euclid, which 
he turned to by means of an index, and did not then 
read the rest, looking upon it as a book containing 
only plain and obvious things. He went at once 
upon Descartes’s Geometry, and made himself mas¬ 
ter of it, by dint of genius and application, without 
going through the usual steps, or having the assist¬ 
ance of any other person. 

In 1664 he bought a prism*, to try some expe¬ 
riments upon Descartes’s doctrine of colours, and 
soon found out his own theory, and the erroneous¬ 
ness of Descartes’s hypothesis. About this time he 
began to have the first hint of his method of Fluxions; 
and in the year 1665, when he retired to his own 

the bdSy, which put him to a great deal of pain, Not content 
with having thrashed his adversary. Sir Isaac could not rest till 
he had got before him in the school, and from that time he con¬ 
tinued rising till he was the head boy. MSS. Conduitt. 

* This appears by some of bis accounts of expenses at Cam¬ 
bridge- Ibid. 
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estate^ on account of the pla^uej he first thought 
of his System of Gravity^ which he hit upon by ob- 
sending an apple fail from his tree- 

He laid the foundation of all his discoveries before 
he was twenty-four years old, and communicated 
most of them in loose tracts and letters to tlie Royal 
Society, of which an ample account is given in the 
Commercium Epistolicuni’f'*’' And now I am on 
that subject, give me leave, Sir, to observe to you, 
that since many new lights have appeared relating 
to that dispute, it is expected fi-orii your candour 
and justice, that you will, in some measure, recall 
several passages in your works, printed before those 
discoveries were made. In your Eloge upon the 
Marquis de IVHopital, you say, Le calcul 
rentiel invent^ par Monsieur Leibnitz, et en 7n4me- 
terns par Monsieur Newton/^ I am confident that 
you are persuaded (as 1 am credibly informed the 
Germans now are) not only that Sir Isaac invented 
the method of Fluxions many years before Mr. Leib¬ 
nitz knew any thing of it, but that Mr- Leibnitz 
took it from him- If the chain of circumstances, 
and the clear evidence which has been laid before 
the world, were not sufficient, Mr- Leibnitz's man¬ 
ner of defending himself would convince every body 
of what 1 have advanced- 

Mr. Leibnitz lived many years after the Coin- 
mercium Epistolicum” was published ; and, instead 
of answering matter of fact, had recourse to little chi¬ 
cane and philosophical problems, that were nothing 

* At Woolsthorpe, where his mother lived. The apple-tree 
is now remaining, and is shewed to strangers. In 1666 Sir 
Isaac was here, for in that year he attended the Heralds’ Ykitation 
at Grantham, and entered three descents of his family, styling 
himself of Woolsthorpe, set. anno 1666/’ FisiL in CqIL 
Arms, Whilst he was here, probably his half-sister, Hannah 
Smith, was maiTied to Mr.Pilkington. See Regbt-er of CoLilerworth. 

f Coraniercium Epistolicum D. Jobannis Collins> et aiionini, 
de Analysi promola: jussu Societatis Regise in liicem ediimn, 
4to. Coiidini, 171^/' 
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to the purpose, and never offered one proof in his 
own justification: the “ Commercium Epistolicum,” 
promised by him in his life-time, and by his friends 
after his death, has never yet appeared, nor I believe 
ever will. I have seen a letter wherein Mr. Ber- 
nouilli absolutely denies, in the strongest terras, that 
he was the author of the “ Charta Volans,” fathered 
upon him by Mr. Leibnitz, which is a farther reason 
to suspect that he himself was tlie author of that 
libel, and that his cause was so bad as to oblige him 
to have recourse to shifts and practices very unworthy 
of so great a man. In your Eloge of Monsieur 
Leibnitz, you say, “ Ce que Mr. Newton appelloit 
Fluxions, Mons. Leibnitz I’appelloit Differences; et 
le caract^re par lequel Mr. Leibnitz marquoit I'in- 
finiment petit, etoit beau coup plus commode, et 
d’un plus grand usage que ceiui de Mr, Newton.” As 
this passage leaves an opinion, at least \vith cursory 
readers, that Mr. Leibnitz was the first inventor, I 
flatter myself you will do Sir Isaac the justice to 
mention to the world, that, though Mr. Leibnitz 
pretended to be the first inventor of the method of 
fluxions, he not only was not an inventor, but never 
understood it enough to apply it to the system of 
the universe; which was the great and glorious 
use Sir Isaac made of it; and I appeal to your own 
knowledge, whether that great man, the Marquis 
de L’Hopital, did not owm that he was convinced of 
this before his death. 

You are so well acquainted with the books Sir 
Isaac published, that I need not say any thing to 
you on that subject: but I must not omit telling 
you, that Sir Isaac received the famous problem*, 
which was intended to puzzle all the mathematicians 
m Europe, at four o’clock in the afternoon, when 
le was very much tired with the business of the 
Mint, where he had been employed all day, and 
■et solved it before he went to bed that night. 

Sent by BernouilU in 1697* 


In 
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In 1657 he was elected fellow of Trinity college 
in Cambridge; and in 1669 Dr. Barrow resigned 
the Mathematical Professorship to him. 

In 1671 he was elected Fellow of the Royal Society. 

In 1675 he had a dispensation from King Charles 
II. to continue Fellow of Trinity college without 
taking orders *. 

In 1687 he was chosen one of the delegates to 
represent the University of Cambridge before the 
High Commission Court, to answer for their refusing 
to admit Father Francis master of arts upon the King’s 
mandamus, without his taking the oaths prescribed 
by the statutes; and he was a great instrument in 
persuading his colleagues to jjersist in the mainte¬ 
nance of their rights and privileges. 

In 1688-J- he was chosen by the University of 
Cambridge member of the Convention Parliament, 
and sat in it till its dissolution. 

In 1696 the late Earl of Halifax, then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, that great patron of the learned, 
writ him a letter to Cambridge, acquainting him be 
had prevailed with the King to make him Warden 
of the Mint:]:, in which post he did signal service in 
the great re-coinage at that time. 

Mr. Newton and Mr, Robert Uvedale, both of TrinitVj 
being candidates for the Law fellowship of that college. Dr. 
Barrow, the master, finding them, at that time, equal in litei'ary 
attainments, gave the fellowship to Mr. Uvedale, as the senior. 
Hutchinses Dorsetshire, H. 504, 9d edit.—lo IGSO, Mr. George 
Markham (of Sedgbrooke) ’was admitted fellow-commoner nnder 
Mr. Newton, MS. Conduitt 

t In 1688 the numbers on the poll were. Sir Robert Sawyer 
125, Mr. Newton 122, Mr. Finch 117.—In 1703, Mr, Henry 
Boyle 180, Mr. Newton 161, Mr. Hammond 64.—In 1705, the 
Hon. Arthur Annesley 1S2, Hon. Dixie Windsor 170, Mr, Godol- 
phin 162, Sir Isaac Newton 117. MS. Conduitt; conjirmed by 
the Rev. G, Borlasst Registrar, 

t Letter from Mr, Montagu (afterwards Earl of Halifax) to 
Mr. Heioion, dated lOth March, 1695: “ Sir, I am very glad that, 
at last, 1 can give you a good proof of my friendship, and the 
esteem the King has of your merits, Mr, Overton, the Warden 
of the Mint, is made one of the Gqinmissioners of the Customs ; 
and the King has promised me to make Mr. Newton Warden of 

tlie 
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In 1699 he was made Master and Worker of the 
Mint* in which he continued till his death, and 
behaved himself with an universal character of in¬ 
tegrity and disinterestedness. 

He had frequent opportunities of employing his 
skill in mathematicks and chemistry, particularly 
in his table of assays of foreign coins, which is 
printed at the end of Dr. Arbuthnot’s book of Coins. 

In 1701 he made Mr. Winston his Deputy Profes¬ 
sor of Mathematicks at Cambridge, and gave him all 
the salary from that time, though he did not abso¬ 
lutely resign the professorship till 1703- 

Upon the choice of a new Parliament in I70I he 
was re-elected member for the University of Cam- 
bridge. 

In 1703 he was elected President of tlie Royal 
Society, and continued so above twenty-three years 
to his death, being the first who was President so 
long, and was never discontinued. 

In 1705 he was knighted by Queen Anne at 
Cambridge. 

At the University he spent the greatest part of his 
time in his closet*1"; and when he was tired with his 

llie Mint, The office i? the roost proper for i'ou, ’tis the chief 
office in the Mint, ’tis worth five or six hundred pounds per 
annum, and has not too much business to require more attend¬ 
ance than you may spare. I desire that you will come up as soon 
as you can, and I will take care of your warrant in the mean 
time. Let me see you as soon as you come to town, that I may 
carry you to kiss tlie King’s hand. I believe you may have a 
lodging near me. I am, &c. Charles Montagu. 

* Masters of the Mint. Henry Slingsby, esq. 1662, Thomas 
•Neal, esq. 1670, Isaac Newton, esq. 1699, John Conduitt, esq. 
172 s, Richard Arundel, esq. 1737, Hon. William Chetwynd, 
174 . 5 , Hon. Charles Sloane Cadogan 1769, Ear) of Effingham 
1784, Earl of Chesterfield 1789, Earl of Leicester I 79 O, Sir 
George Yonge, hart. 1794, Lord Hawkesbury 1799, Lord Arden 
1801, Right Hon. John Smythe 1302, Earl Bathurst 1804, Right 
Hon. William Wellesley Pole 1S14. 

f In the Gentleman’s Magazine, vol. LXXII. p. 316, is an 
engraving of a curioue Pint Flaggon, given by Sir Isaac Newton 
when at Trinity College, to a contemporary Friend. 
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severer studies of Philosophy, his relief and amuse¬ 
ment was going to some other study, as History, 
Chronology, Divinity, and Chemistry, all which he 
examined and searched thoroughly, as appears by 
the many papers he has left on those subjects*. After 
his coming to London, all the time he had to spare 
from his business and the civilities of life, in which 
he was scrupulously exact and complaisant, was 
employed in the same way; and he was hardly ever 
alone without a pen in his hand and a book before 
him ; and in all the studies he undertook he had*a 
perseverance and patience equal to his sagacity and 
invention. 

You know already how the abstract of his Chro¬ 
nology came to be printed in France, and what 
passed upon it, which determined him to print the 
work from whence the abstract was made as privately 
as possible, and keep the copies in his own posses¬ 
sion. It is now in the press, and will, I hope, be 
out before the 12th of November. I will do myself 
the honour to send you one, as soon as it is printed, 

Having been apprehensive that the manner in 
which P6re Sonciet attacked the abstract of his 
Chronology might affect Sir Isaac more than the 
arguments themselves, I prevailed upon a friend to 
give an abstract of all the real objections, stript of 
the extraordinary ornaments with which they are 
cloathed; and I had the pleasure of finding the only 
effect they bad upon him was to convince him of 
the ignorance of the Author. He read afterwards 
the whole book, without altering his opinion; and 
Dr. Halley has lately laid before the Royal Society a 
little tract in answer to the astronomical part of P^re 
Sonciet’s treatise, without ever having seen the proofs 
and authorities used by Sir Isaac in his larger work. 

_ * la the British Museum ate preserved several Letter's between 
Sir Isaac Newton and Mr. Flamstead, containing Astronomical 
Remarks from February IGSO to January 1698 ; also two lettei-s 
from Sir Isaac Newton to Mr. Briggs, on Vision; and several 
others to Mr. Oldcnburgh, Dr. Halley, and others. Some of 
these are printed in the " Biographia Britannica." Sir 
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Sir Isaac lived in London ever since the year 
169&5 when he was made Warden of the Mint; 
nobody ever lived with him but my wife^ who was 
with him near twenty years^ before and after her 
marriage* He always lived in a very handsome 
generous manner, though without ostentation or 
vanity; always hospitable, and upon proper occa¬ 
sions gave splendid entertainments- He was gene¬ 
rous and charitable without bounds; he used to say^ 
that they who gave away nothing till they died never 
gave; which, perhaps, was one reason why he did 
not make a wilL 1 believe no man of his circum¬ 
stances ever gave away so much during his life-time 
in alms, in encouraging ingenuity and learning, and 
to his relations, nor upon all occasions shewed a 
greater contempt of his own money, or a more scru¬ 
pulous frugality of that which belonged to the pub- 
lick, or to any society he was entrusted for* He 
refused pensions and additional employments that 
were offered him; and was highly honoured and 
respected in all reigns, and under ail administrations, 
even by those he opposed; for in every station he 
shewed an inflexible attachment to the cause of 
Liberty, and our present happy Establishment* Their 
present Majesties always shewed him very particular 
marks of their favour and esteem, and often did him 
the honour to admit him to their Royal presence for 
hours together. The Queen,, who shews so much 
favour and countenance to all learned men, and en¬ 
tertains herself often with hearing arguments con¬ 
cerning matters of Philosophy and Divinity, fre¬ 
quently desired to see him, and always expressed 
great satisfaction in his conversation; she was gra¬ 
ciously pleased to take part in the disputes he was 
engaged in during his life, and expressed a great 
regard for every thing that concerned his honour 
and memory after his death. I must not omit telling 
you, that I have often had the honour to hear her 
Majesty say, before the whole circle, that she kept 


10 iLLU STRATI ON S OF LITERATURE, 

the abstract of Chronology Sir Isaac gave her^ written 
in his own handj among her choicest treasures^ and 
that she thought it a happiness to have lived at the 
same time, and to have known so great a man/* I 
conjure you, Sir, to insert this in the Eloge, because 
I am persuaded you can say nothing that will do him 
more honour than such a commendation from a 
Queen who is the Minerva of her age. 

Notwithstanding the extraordinary honours that 
were paid him, he had so humble an opinion of 
himself, that he had no relish of the applause which 
was so deservedly paid him; and he w^as so little vain 
and desirous of glory from any of his works, that 
he, as it is well known, would have let others run 
away with the glory of those inventions which have 
done so much honour to human nature, if his friends 
and countrymen * had not been more jealous than 
he of his and their glory. He was exceedingly 
courteous and affable, even to the lowest, and never 
despised any man for want of capacity, but always 
expressed freely his resentment against any immo¬ 
rality or impiety. He not only shewed a great and 
constant regard to Religion in general, as well by an 
exemplary course of life as in all his writings; but 
was also a firm believer of Revealed Religion, which 
appears by the many papers he has left on that sub¬ 
ject; but his notion of the Christian Religion was 
not founded on a narrow bottom, nor his charity 
and morality so scanty, as to shew a coldness to 
those who thought otherwise than he did in matters 
indifferent; much less to admit of persecution, of 
which he always expressed the strongest abhorrence 
and detestation* He had such a meekness and 
sweetness of temper, that a melancholy story w ould 
often draw tears from him ; and he was exceedingly 
shocked at any act of cruelty to man or beast; mercy 
to both being the topick he loved to dwell upon* 

* Particularly the Royal Society. See hereafter io p* 19- 

An 
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An innate modesty and simplicity shewed itself in all 
his actions and expressions. His whole life was one 
continued series of labour, patience, charity, gene¬ 
rosity, temperance, piety, goodness, and all other 
virtues, without a mixture of any vice whatsoever. 

He was never married; he was very temperate in 
his diet, but never observed any regimen. He was 
blessed with a very happy and vigorous constitution ; 
he was of a middle stature, and plump in his latter 
years ; he had a very lively and piercing eye, a 
comely and gracious aspect, and a fine head of hair, 
as white as silver, without any baldness, and, when 
his peruke was off, was a venerable sight. And to 
his last illness he had the bloom and colour of a 
young man; and never wore spectacles, nor lost 
more than one tooth to the day of his death. 

About five years before he died, he was troubled 
with an incontinence of urine, and sometimes with 
2istillicidivm^ both which continued upon him more 
or less, according to the motion he used. Upon which 
account he put down his chariot, and went always 
in a chair, and left off dining abroad, or with much 
company at home. He eat little flesh, and lived 
chiefly upon broth, vegetables, and fruit, of which 
he always eat very heartily. In August 1/24, he 
voided, without any pain, a stone about the bigness 
of a pea, which came away in two pieces; one at 
some days distance from the other. 

In January, 1724-5, he had a violent cough and 
inflammation of the lungs, upon which he was, with 
much ado, persuaded to take a house at Kensington, 
where he had, in his eighty-fourth year, a fit of the 
gout for the second time, having had a slight attack 
of it a few years before; after which, he was visibly 
better than he had been some years. The benefit he 
found from the air at Kensington induced him to 
keep the house till lie died. 

In the Winter of 1725 he was very desirous to 
resign to me his employment of Master of the Mint, 

his 
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his indisposition disabling him from officiating him¬ 
self, and his old deputy being confined by a dropsy. 

1 being satisfied how unwilling he would be to ven¬ 
ture a trust of that consequence and nicety with any 
stranger, and how prejudicial all motion was to him, 
offered to transact the whole business for him ; and 
for above a year before he died, I made him so easy 
on that subject, that he hardly ever went to the 
Mint. But, though he found the greatest benefit 
from rest and the air at Kensington, and was always 
the worse for leaving it, no methods that were used 
could keep liim from coming sometimes to town. 

On Tuesday, the last day of February, 1726-7, 
he came to town, in order to go to a meeting at the 
Royal Society. The next day I was with him, and 
thought I had not seen him better for many years; 
and he was sensible of it himself, and told me, 
smiling, that he liad slept the Sunday before, from 
eleven at night to eight in the morning, without 
waking; but his great fatigue in going to the Society, 
and making and receiving visits, brought his old 
complaint violently^ upon him. He returned to 
Kensington on the Saturday following. As soon as 
I heard of his illness, I carried Dr. Mead and Mr. 
Cheselden to him, who ioimediately said it was the 
stone in the bladder, and gave no hopes of his re* 
covery. The stone was probably moved hoin the 
place where it lay quiet, by the great motion and 
fatigue of his last journey to London, from which 
time he had violent fits'of pain, with very short 
intermissions; and though the drops of sweat ran 
down from hisfacewith anguish, he never complained, 
or cried out, or shewed the least signs of peevish-* 
ness or impatience, and during the short intervals 
from that violent torture, would smile, and talk with 
his usual cheerfulness. On Wednesday, the 15th 
of March, he seemed a little better, and we conceived 
some hopes of his recovery, but without grounds. 
On Saturday morning, the l8th, he read the news¬ 
papers. 
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papers, and held a pretty long discourse witli Dr. 
Mead, and had all his senses perfect; but that even¬ 
ing at six, and all Sunday, he was insensible, and 
died on Monday the 20th of March, between one 
and two o’clock in the morning. He seemed to 
have stamina vitae (except the accidental disorder 
of the stone) to have carried him to a much longer 
age. To the last he had all his senses and faculties 
strong, vigorous,"and lively; and he continued writ¬ 
ing and studying many hours every day to the time 
of his last illness. 

1 here inclose the account given in the (lazette of 
his Funeral; which pray insert in your Eloge ; and 
shall only add, that the relations who inherit his 
personal estate have agreed to lay out five hundred 
pounds in a monument, and the Dean and Chapter 
of Westminster have permitted a tomb to be erected 
in the most conspicuous part of the Abbey ; a place 
whicli they had often refused the greatest nobleman. 
He died worth about 32,000/. personal estate, which 
is divided between his four nephews, and four nieces 
of the half-blood. The land which he had from liis 
father and mother to his heir of the whole blood, 
John Newton*, whose great grandfather was Sir Isaac’s 
uncle, A little before be died he gave away an estate 
in Berkshire-I- to the sons and daughter of my wife’s 
brother, who, by their father’s dying before Sir 
Isaac, had no share of the personal estate; and an 
estate he bought at Kensington, of about the same 
value, to my daughter 

* Who sold the manor and estates at Woolsthorpc and Sews- 
lerninI732j to Ed mu od Tumor, of Stoke Rochfordj esq* 

t Sir Isaac Newton and 27 Sept* 17^0^ purchased from Paul 
Calton^ sen* of ]\Iiltonj co* Berks, gent* and Paul Calton, his son, 
a capital estate, principally lands, at Baden, Wilts, for S99SL 
6s. Sd*; which, in 14 and 15 March, he settled on Newton 
Barton, Caih, Barton, and Robert Barton, his nephew and nieces* 
His hand-writing in 1726 was become extremefy tremulous* 

I Afterwards Lady Lymington; and the estate at Kensington 
descended (o the second Earl of Portsmouth, ’who sold it* 

S^r 
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Sir Isaac's Fntieral; from Gazette, April 4 , 1727. 

“On the 28 th past, the corpse of Sir Isaac Newton 
lay ill state in the Jerusalem Chamber, and was buried 
from thence in Westminster Abbey, near tlie entry 
into the choir. The pall was supported by the Lord 
High Chancellor, the Dukes of Montrose and Rox- 
borough, and the Earls of Pembroke, Sussex, and 
Macclesfield, being Fellows of the Royal Society. 
The Hon. Sir Michael Newton, Knight of the Bath, 
was chief mourner, and was followed by some other 
relations, and several eminent persons, intimately 
acquainted with the deceased. The office was per¬ 
formed by the Bishop of Rochester, attended by the 
Prebendaries and Choir. 

“ His Majesty has been graciously pleased to grant 
the employment of Master and Worker of the Mint, 
which he enjoyed above twenty-seven years, to his 
nephew, John Conduitt, Esq.” 

Thus far from the interesting “ Collections” of 
Mr.Tumor; who subjoins the following remarkable 
conversation between Sir Isaac and Mr. Conduitt: 

“ I was on Sunday night, the 7th of March, 
1724 - 5 ) at Kensington with Sir Isaac Newton, in his 
lodgings, just after he was come out of a fit of the 
gout, which he had in both his feet, for the first time, 
in the eighty-third year of his age; he was better 
after it, and his head clearer, and memory stronger 
than I had known them for some time. He then 
repeated to me, by way of discourse, very distinctly, 
though rather in answer to my queries than in one 
continued narration, what he had often hinted to 
me before; vh. that it was his conjecture (he would 
affirm nothing) that there was a sort of revolution 
in the heavenly bodies ; that the vapours and light 
emitted by the Sun, which had their sediment as 
water and other matter, had gathered themselves 
by degrees into a body, and attracted more. matter 
from the planets; and at last made a secondary 
planet (viz. one of those that go round another 

planet); 


SIE ISAAC NEWTON- 


15 

planet); and then, by gathering to them and attract¬ 
ing more matter, became a primary planet; and 
then, by increasing still, became a comet, which, 
after certain revolutions, by coming nearer and 
nearer to the Sun, had all its volatile parts condensed, 
and became a matter fit to recruit and replenish the 
Sun (which must waste by the constant heat and 
light it emitted), as a faggot would this fire, if put 
into it (we were sitting by a wood fire); and that 
that would ])robably be the effect of the comet of 
1680, sooner or later; for, by the observations made 
upon it, it appeared, before it came near the Sun, 
with a tail only two or three degrees long; but by 
the heat it contracted in going so near the Sun, it 
seemed to have a tail of thirty or forty degrees, when 
it went from it; that he could not say when this 
comet would drop into the Sun; it might perhaps 
have fire or six revolutions more first; but, whenever 
it did, it would so much increase the heat of the 
Sun, that this earth would be burnt, and no animals 
in it could live. That he took the tliree phaenomena 
seen by Hipparchus, Tycho Brahe, and KepIer^s 
disciples, to have been of this kind; for he could not 
otherwise account for an extraordinary light as those 
were, appearing all at once among the fixed stars (all 
which betook to be Suns enlightening other planets, 
as our Sun does ours) as big as Mercury or Venus 
seems to us ; and gradually diminishing for sixteen 
months, and then sinking into nothing. He seemed 
to doubt whether there were not intelligent beings 
superior to us, who superintended these revolutions 
of the heavenly bodies, by the direction of the Su¬ 
preme Being* He appeared also to be very clearly 
of opinion, that the inhabitants of this world were 
of a short date, and alledged as one reason for that 
opinion, that all arts, as letters, ships, printing, 
needle, &c, were discovered within tlie memory of 
history, which could not have happened if the world 
had been eternal; and that there were visible marks 

of 
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of ruin upon itj which could not be effected by a 
flood only. When I asked him how this earth could 
have been re-peopled if ever it had undergone the 
same fate it was threatened wuth hereafter by the 
comet of 1680; he answered, That required the 
power of a Creator. He said, he took all the planets 
to be composed of the same matter with this earth, 
viz. earth, water, stones, &c. but variously concocted. 

I asked him why he would not publish his conjec¬ 
tures, as conjectures, and instanced that Kepler had 
communicated his; and though he had not gone 
near so far as Kepler, yet Kepler’s guesses w-ere so 
just and happy, that they had been proved and de¬ 
monstrated by him. His answer was, I do not deal 
in conjectures. But upon my talking to him about 
the four observations that Iiad been made of the 
comet of 16S0, at 574 years distance, and asking 
him the particular times; he-openedhis Prindpia, 
which laid on the table, and sliewed me there the 
particular periods, viz. Ist, the Julium Sidus—in 
the time of Justinian—in 1106—in 1680. 

‘‘ And I observing, that he said there of that 
comet, ‘ incidet in corpus sol is,’ and in the next 
paragraph adds, ‘ stellae fixse refici possunt,’ told 
him I thought he owned there what we had been 
talking about, viz. that the comet would drop into 
the Sun, and that fixed stars were recruited and re¬ 
plenished by comets, when they dropt into them ; 
and consequently that the Sun w'ould be recruited 
too*; and asked him why he would not own as 
freely what he thought of the sun, as well as what 
he thought of the fixed stars. He said, that con¬ 
cerned us more; and laughing, added, that he had 
said enough for people to knovv his meaning-^.” 

* See the queries subjoined to Newton’s Optics, 

-}• Sir Isaac said a little before Ids death, " 1 do not know what 
I may appear to the world; but to myself I seem to have been 
only like a boy, playing on the sea-shore, and diverting myself, 
in now and then finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell 
than ordinaiy, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered 
before me.” MSS. Conduitt. 
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The following inscription has been placed by Mr. 
Tumor on a stone tablet in Colsterworth church : 

Sir Isaac Newton, 

who first demonstrated the laws by which 

the Almighty made and governs the Universe, 
was born at Woolsthorpe, in this parish,' 
on Christ mas-day 164^^5 

and was buried in Westminster Abbey =*= I 
Three generations of the Newtons, 
lords of the manor of Woolsthorpe, 
are buried near this place ” 

The manor-house of Woolsthorpe is engraved, 
in Mr. Tumor’s Collections/’ It was repaired in 
179S; and a marble tablet fixed in the room where 
Sir Isaac was born, inscribed with these lines : 

Nature and Nature's laws lay bid in night f; 

God said. Let Newton be I—and all was light*" 

His study, several dials made by him on the wall, 
and the apple-tree, the falling of whose fruit sug¬ 
gested his System of Gravity, are still remaining. 

Sir Isaac Newton at a late period of his life (Oct 
22, 1724) was elected a member of the Gentlemen’s 
Society at Spalding; and occasionally suggested to 
them some useful advice;!;. 

* See his epitaph there in p- 39. 

t In the Minutes of the Spalding Society Mr. Pope’s Epitaph 
is entered as originally written r 

“ JsAAcus Newton Me jacet> 

Quern imnaortalem cceli, natum. tempos, ostendont. 
Mortalem hoc in armor fatetur. 

Nature and all her works lay hid in night j 
God said. Let Newton be, and all w’as light/’ 

X Extract from the Minutes of the Society: 

The character of Sir Issac Newton, late an honoured mem¬ 
ber and patron of this Society, written, as b supposed, by the 
reverend and leanied Dr. Francis Lockier, dean of Peterborough, 
and comimmicated by the reverend and learned Mr, Neve, from 
him, January 7, 172S; reduced into an epitaph, and transmitted 
to Roger Gale, esq. by the Secretary, 1730^ and afterwards 
given to the Hon* Sir Richard EUys, bart. a member, and an 
acquaintance of Mr. Conduitt: 

VoL. IV. C 
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“ u. s, 

Incomparabilis viii Domini Isaaci Newtotti, Equltb Aurati, 
sui saeculi Philosophonim facilfe principb - 
qui snmmam propter probitatem niorum et egregia merita 
per plurea annos Regi® fuit rei monetariae Britan, praefectiis 5 
Db sopbiam Soc. Regiae Londini Pr$sidens 3 
ob amorem in natale solum Lindi Colinense 
Soc, Generosae Spaldingiis socius 5 

pHILOSOFHIAM NaTUBALEMj 

fabcllii verborumque porteotis defomiatam, 
veris darisque idseis instruxit 3 
per orbes inextricabiks vorticesqne insanos errantem 
in finibus certis conclusit 3 
raciliantem et pedem figere nesciaoi 
ill firmiasimo experimentorum fundamento constituit, 
et in letemnm stabilivit 3 

earn deniquoTheologlss aiicillaiitem et de Atheismo tnumpliantem 
orbi exhibuit, 

Humanoe scientise limites novit 
quouscjue progredi datum sit, 
et, quod magis, ubi sis tend urn, 

Hinc nti se scire non supei'biit^ 
ita iiescire non erubuit, 

Nullius opinioni mancipatus, 
minimb omnium suae 3 
Veii indagator et arbiter j 
Falsi nihil aut inteliectui ejus fraudem 
aut voluntati vim facere potiiit 5 
adeo ilium mens solera animusque integer 
undique tutum prasstitere. 

Post longam annomm seriem 
in doctrinsD studiis promovendis 
erroribusque detegeiidis 
feliciter esactam, 
placidb tandem emigravit 
ad veri rectique originera 
fontemque perennem. A, S. H, 1727 /' 

Another, here preset! ed, was ascribed to Beaitpr<^ Bell 3 who 
transferred it to his ingenious friend, John Jortin, M. A, 
Marmor hoc seternum stet 
sacrum honori Magnjc'Britanniss 
quee I s A A c u M N E \VT o N u M (Lincolnieiis em) hie sepultu m 
orbi dedisse glorlatur/' 

Another, on the same, by Dr. Bentley: 

Hie quiescunt ossa et pulvis 
Isaaci Newtoni. 

Si quaeris, quLs et qualis ille fuerit, 
abi: 

sin ex ipso nomine reliqua novisti, 
siste paulisper, 

et mortale illud Philosophise mnnen 
gratk mente venerare/' 
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Exiracis from the Journal Books of the Royal Societyj fdating 
to Sir Isaac Newton^, 

1671 , Dec, 23, The Lord Bishop of Sanmi proposed for can¬ 
didate Mr, Isaac Newton, Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge, 

Jannary 11 . Mr. 1 saac Newton was elected. At that meeting 
mention was made of his improvement of telescopes^ by con¬ 
tracting them, and that that, which himself bad sent thither to 
be examined f, had been seen by the King, and considered also 
by the President, Sir Robert MuiTay, Sir Paul Neile, Dr. Chris¬ 
topher Wren, and Mr. Hook, at Whitehall j and that they had 
so good an opinion of it, as that they concluded a description 
and scheme of it should be sent by the Secretary, in a letter on 
purpose, to Mr* Huggins at Paris, thereby to secure this con¬ 
trivance to the author, who had also written a letter to Mr, 
Oldenburgh from Cambridge (Jan 6,16/1)* altering and enlarg¬ 
ing the description of his instrument, which had been sent from 
hence for his review, before it should go abroad. I'liis descrip¬ 
tion was lead, and ordered to be eritei ed in the register-book, 
together with the scheme* (See Phil, Trans* No* SO—83.) 

The Curator said, he did endeavour to make such a telescope 
himself, and to find out a metal not obnoxious to tarnishing. It 
was ordered tliat a letter siiould be wrote by the Secretary to 
Mr. Newton, to signify to him. his election 5 and also to thank 
him for the communication of his telescope, and to assure him, 
that the Society would take care that all right should he done 
him in the matter of this invention. 

Jan.l S. Mr.New ton's new telescope was examined and applauded, 

Jamiaiy 25. Mr, Oldenburgh read a letter of Mr, Newton's, 
written to lilm from Cambridge, January IS, concerning an in¬ 
timation, 1st, Of a way for preparing a fit metallme matter for re¬ 
flecting concav'es j 2dly, Of a considerable philosophical disco very 
he intends to send to this Society, to be considered and examined. 

February 1* There was again produced the four-foot telescope 
of Mr, Newton's, which was now better than the last time. 

February 8, The third letter from Mr, Newton from Cam¬ 
bridge, of Feb* 6, about his discovery of the mitiire of light, 
refractions, and colours j importing that light {and colours) was 
not a similar, but heterogenous thing, consisting of diffbrm rays, 
rvhich had essentially different refractions, abstracted from bodies 
they pass through: and that colours are produced from such and 
such rays, whereof some in their own nature are disposed to be 
red, others blue, others purple, &c, and that whiteness is nothing 

♦ “ These extracts contain minute.'! relating to Newton's discoveries, 
which have not been printed v also the Report of the Committee to enquire 
into the controversv between Leibnitz and Keill, concernthe invention 
of the method of fluxions, previous fo the puhhcation of the Commerciu7ii 
£pist(}iicuni* They were extracted by Dr,Rutty, for Mr.Coiidiiitt, in IT23.” 

f This telescope still remains in the apartutents of the Royal Society, 
and hat this inscription upon it; “ Invented by Sir Isaac Newton, and 
made with his own hands, 1671." 
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else but a mixture of all sorts of colours, or that it is produced 
by all sorts of colours blended together* (See Phil* TVans, 
No. LXXX.) 

Ordered, that the author be solemnly thanked, in the naine 
of the Society, for tins very ingenious discourse, and be made 
acquainted that the Society think very fit, if he consents, to 
have it forthwith printed, as well for the greater conveniency 
of having it well considered by philosophers, as for securing the 
considerable notices thereof to the author against the arrogations 
ot others. Ordered also, that the discourse be entered in the 
register-book ; and that the Bishop of Salisbury, Mr. Boyle, and 
Mr. Hooke, be desired to peruse and consider it, and bring in a 
report of it lb the Society. 

1672 , March 93. There vvas read a letter of Mr. Newton's, 
written to Mr. Oldenburg from Cambridge (March 96), con¬ 
taining some more particulars relating to Ins new telescope, 
cspecijilly the proportions of the apertm es, and changes for seve¬ 
ral lengths of that soi't of telescope. (Phil. Trans. No. LXXXIl.) 

April 4. The Secretary read a letter of Mr. Newton's, written 
by him from Cambridge, March 30, concerning his answers to 

the difficulties objected by Mons.--—, about his reRecting 

telescope, as also to the queries of Mons. Dengs concei'ning the 
same ; together with his proposal of a way of using, instead of 
a little oval metal in that telescope, a crvstal figured like a tri¬ 
angular prism. (Phih Trans. No. LXXXIL) 

Ordered, that the Curator take care to make such a crystalline 
prism for the design mentioned, and to tiy the same. 

May 15. Mr. Hook made some experiments relating to Mr, 
Newton's theory of light anti colours, which he was desired to 
bring in writing to be regbtered. 

May 29. Mr. Hook made some more experiments with two 
prisms, confirming what Mr.Newton had written in his discoiii^e 
about light and colours, ub. that the rays of light belner se])arated 
by one prism into distinct colours, the refractions made by another 
prism doth not alter these colours. {Phil. Trans. No. LXXXl II.) 

1675. Nov. IS. Mr. Newton offering to send to the Society, 
in a letter dated November 13, a discourse of his about colours, 
when it shall be thought convenient the Society ordered the 
Secretary to thank him for his ofier, and to desire him to send that 
discourse as soon as he pleased. 

December 9. There was produced a manuscript of Mr. New-- 
ton's, touching his theory of light and coloui-s, containing partly 
an hy|iDthc.sis to explain the properties of light, hy him discoui'sed 
of in his former papers, and partly the principal phicnomena of 
the various colours, exhibited by thin plates or bubbles, esteemed 
by him to be of a more difficult consideration, yet to depend 
also on the said properties of light. Of the hypothesis only the 
first part was read, giving an account of the i-efractlon, reflexion, 
transparency, and opacity : the second part, explaining coloui's., 
was referred to the next meeting. 


December 
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December 16. The sequel of his hypothesis* which was b^an 
to be read the last day, was read to the end. To which Mr. 
Hooke said, that the main of it was contained in hb Microgmphy, 
which Mr. Newton, in some particulars, had only carried farther. 

January 20. Read a letter of Mr. Newton’s, written to Mr. 
Oldenburgh, December 21, 1675, stating the difference betwixt 
his hyjiothesis and that of Mr. Hooke, in bis Micrography; the 
result of which is, that he (Mr. Newton) hath nothing in common 
with Mr. Hooke j but a supposition that Ether is a inediiun sus¬ 
ceptible of vibrn^tions; of which supposition Mr. Newton sailh 
he makes a quite different use; Mr. Hooke supposing it light 
itself, which Mr. Newton does not t besides that he explains 
very differently from Mr. Hooke the luainner of refraction and 
reflexion, and the natui'c and production of colours in all cases, 
and even in the colours of transparent substances. Mr. Newton 
says, he explains evei7 thing in a way so differing from Mr. Hooke; 
that the experiments he grounds his discouise upon, destroy all 
Mr. Hooke saith about them ; and that the two main experi¬ 
ments, without which the manner of production of those colours 
is not to be found out, were not only unknown to Mr. Hooke 
when he wrote his Micrography; but even last spring, as he un¬ 
derstood by mentioning them to the said Mr, Hooke. 

Head the beginning of Mr, Newton's discourse, containing such 
observations as conduce to further discoveries, for com pleating his 
theory of light and colours, especially as to the constitution of 
natural bodies, on which their colour and transparency depend; 
in whicii discourse he first describes the principal of his observa¬ 
tions, and then considers, and makes use of them. 

January 20, At tins time were read the l.^ observations, 
which did so well please the company, that they ordered the 
Secretaiy to desire the author would permit them to be published; 
together with the rest, which they presumed did correspond to 
those that had now been read to them. 

Januaiy 27 . Mr. Newton's 1 etter of Janimry 5 was read, where]n 
he acknowledges die favouj' of the Society, in their kind accept¬ 
ance of his late papers, and declares that he know^s ntJt how to 
deny any thing which they desire sliould be done; only he de- 
sii-es, that the ])rindng bis obsenations upon colours may be 
suspended a w^hile, because lie has some thoughts of writing 
another set of observations, for determining the manner of pro¬ 
duction of colours by the prism; which observations, he says, 
ought to precede those now in our hands, and will do best to be 
joined with them. 

February 3, The reading Mr. Newton's discourse was^ con¬ 
tinued, mz. that patt wherein he explains the simplest of colours 
by the more compounded. 

February 10, There was read the last part of Mr. Newton's 
discourse, wherein is considered, In nine propositions, how the 
phaenoniena of thin transparent plates stand related to those of 
all natural bodies, in which he enquires after their constitutions, 
whereby they reflect some ravs more copiously than others. 

16S4. 
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1684, December 10, Mr. Halley gave an account that he had 
lately seen Mr, Newton at Cambrige, and that he had shewed 
him a cui'ious treatise de Motu Carporum; which, upon his desire, 
he said, was promised to Ire sent to the Society, to he entei'cd 
upon their register, Mr* Halley was desired to put Mr Newton 
in mind of his promise, for securing his invention to himself, till 
such time as he can be at leisure to publish it. Mr, Paget was 
desired to join with Mr. Halley, 

February ^5* A letter was read fi'om Mr, Newton concerning 
his willingness to promote a philosophical meetiiig at Cambridge, 
the entering in our register his notions about motion, and his 
intentions to fit them suddenly for the press. 

1686, April ^8- Dr, Vincent presented the Society with a 
MS, treatise, called PhilosophltE naturalis l^rincipia mathematka, 
and dedicated to the Society by Mr, Is. Newtonj whei'cln he gives 
a inathematical demonstration of the Copernican hypothesis, as 
proposed by Kepler, and makes out all the plunnomena of the 
celestial motions, by the only supposition of a gravitation towards 
the centre of the sun, decreasing as the scj[uare3 of the distances 
therefrom rccipi^ocaliy. 

May 19* Ordered, that Mr* Newton's book he printed forth¬ 
with, in a 4to* of a fair letter j and that a letter be written to 
him, to signify the Society s resolution, and to desire his opinion 
as to the print, volume, cuts, &c. 

June 3* Ordered, that Mr, Newton's book be printed, and 
that Mr. Edmund Halley shall undertake the business of looking 
afier it, and printing it at his own charge i which he engaged 
to do^ (See the Journal of Council*) 

January 26, Ordered, that Mr* Newton be consulted, whether 
he designs to treat of the opposition of the medium to bodies 
moving in it, in liia treatise de Motu Corporum now in llie in^ess, 
1692. February 1* There was produced Mr, Newton's and 
Di* Gregoiys quadrature of curve lines) both which will be 
printed in Dr* Wallis's Latin edition of his Algebra. It was 
chiefly a proposition sent to Dr* Gi’cgory from Mr- Newton, much 
about the time. Dr. Gregory says, lie discovered it himself) being 
a method of squaring all curved lines, that are expressible In 
any binomial* Mt‘* Newton has subjoined a like rule, when it 
cannot be expressed under a trinomial) and nientloncd that Ins 
process will go on nd injlftitum ; and squaix^ the curve, when the 
ordinate cannot be expressed without an iiiSnite series, 

1694. July 4, Ordered, that a letter be written to Mr. New¬ 
ton, praying that he will please to communicate to tVie Society, 
in order to be pnntcd, his treatise of Light and Colours i and what 
other mathematical or physical treatises lie has ready by him. 

October 31. Dr. Halley said that Mr. Newton had lately told 
liini, that there was reason to conclude, that the bulk of the 
Earth did gitivv and increase in magnitude, by the perpetual 
accession of new pailicles attiucted out of the ether, by its gra¬ 
vitating power: and he suppotied, and ]>ropnsed to the Society, 
that this iucrease of tlie moles of the Earth would occasion an 
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acceleration of the Moon’s motion^ she being, at this time^ at¬ 
tracted by a stronger vis cenirip^ than in remote ages, 

A letter from Mr, Leibnitz to Mr. Bridges was read, wherein 
he recommends to the Society to use tlieir endeavours to induce 
Mr* Newton to publish his farther thoughts and improvements on 
the subject of his late booh, Frincipia PkUosophitE mathematic^e^ 
and his other physical and mathematical discoveries j lest by his 
death they should happen to he lost. 

1703 * November 3. Sir Isaac Newton chosen of the Coimcil, 
and President the same day* 

Febiniai^ 16* The President presented his booh of Opticks to 
the Society ^ Dr. Halley vvas desired to peruse it, and to give an 
abstiTLct of it 5 and the Society gave the President tlianks for the 
book, and for being pleased to publish it* 

1711 . April 5, Mr. Keiil observed, that in the Lipswick Acta 
Eruditorum for the year 1705, there is an unfair account given 
of Sir Isaac Newton’s Discourse of Quadratures, asserting the 
method of demonstration by him there made use of, to Mx\ Leib¬ 
nitz, &c* Upon which the President gave a short account of that 
matter, with the particular time of his first mentioning or dis¬ 
covering his invention, refeiTing to some letters published by Dr* 
Wallis } upon which Mr. Keill was desired to draw up an account 
of the matter in dispute, and set it in a just light. 

May 24, A letter from Mr* John Kcill to Dr. Sioane was pro¬ 
duced and read, relating to the dispute concerning the priority 
of invention of the arithmetlck of fluxions, betw'een Sir Isaac 
Newton and Mr. Leibnitz, wherein Mr, Keiil asserts the Presi¬ 
dent’s claim, &c* A copy of this letter was ordered to be sent 
to Mr, Leibnitz; and Dr. Sioane was dcsii’ed to draw up a letter 
to accompany it, before it vvas made public in the Transactions, 
which should not be till after the receipt of Mr, Leibnitz’s answer* 

171 L January 31* A letter from Mons. Leibnitz to Dr* Sioane 
was read, in which he comifiains of Mr, Keill’s unfair dealing 
with him in his last letter, relating to the dispute beUi-een him 
and Sir Isaac Newton j the letter was delivered to tlie President 
to consider the contents thereof. ' 

March 1J. Upon account of Uffeis. Leibnitz’s letter to Dr, 
Sioane, concerning the disputes formerly mentioned, a Com¬ 
mittee was appointed by the Society, to inspect the letters and 
papers relating thereto, vh. Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Hill, Dr, Halley, 
Mr* Jones, Mr. Machin, and Mr* Burnet, who were to make 
their report to the Society. 

1712 . ApJ’il 24* The Committee, appomted to inspect the 
paj>ei’s, letters, and books of the Society, on account of the dis¬ 
pute between Mr* Leibnitz and Mr* Kedl, delivered in their report, 
which was read as follows; 

Wg have consulted the letteis and letter-books uTthe custody 
of the Koyal Society, and those fovmd amongst the papers of 
Mr. Joiui Collins, dated between the years 1669 and 1677 inclu¬ 
sive, and shewed them to stmh as Icnew' and avowed the liands 
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of Mr, Barrow, Mr, Collins, Mr, Oldenburg, and Mr. Leibnitz ; 
and compared those of Mr, Gregory with one another, and with 
copies of some of them taken in the hand of Mr, Collins j and 
have extracted from them what relates to the matter referred to 
U 3 , all which extracts herewith delivered to you, we believe to 
be genuine and authentic 5 and by these letters and papers we 
hnd, 1 st, That Mr, Leibnitz was in London in the beginning of 
the year 1673, and went thence in or about March, to Paris, 
where he kept a correspondence with Mr. Collins, by means of 
Mr. Oldenburg, till about September 1676, and then returned 
by London and Amsteidam to Hanover, and that Mr. Collins 
was very free in communicating to able mathematicians what he 
had leceived from Mr, Newton and Mr, Gregory. Sdly, That 
when Mr. Leibnitz was the first time in London, he contended 
for the invention of another differential method, properly so 
called ; and notwithstanding that he was shewn by Dr, Pell, that 
it was Newton's method, he persisted in maintaining it co be his 
own invention, by reason that he found it by himself, without 
knowing what Newton had done before, and had much improved 
it j and we find no mention of his having any other differential 
method than Newton's, before his letter of June 31, 1677 , which 
was a year after a copy of Mr. Newton's letter of December 10 , 
I 672 , had been sent to Paris, to be communicated to him, and 
above four years after Mr. Collins began to communicate that 
letter to his correspondents; in which letter the method of 
fluxions was sufficiently described to any intelligent person. Sdly, 
That by Mr, Newton's letter of June 13, 1676 , it appears that 
he had the method of fluxions above five years before the writing 
of that letter; and by his Jfialysis per Operathties numero fer- 
minoruin infinitas, communicated by Dr. Barrow to Mr. Collins 
in July 1669, we find that he bad invented the method before 
that time. 4thly, That the differential method is one and the 
same with the method of fluxions, excepting the name and mode 
of notation, Mr. Leibnitz calling these quantities differences, 
which Mr, Newton calls momeTiix, or fluxiotiSj and marking 
them with the letter d, a mark not used by Mr. Newton. We 
therefore take the proper question to be, not who invented this 
or that method, but who was the first inventor of the method; 
and we believe that those who have reputed Mr. Leibnitz the 
first inventor, know little or nothing of his correspondence with 
Mr, Collins and Mr. Oldenburg, long before, nor of Mr. New¬ 
ton's having that method above fifteen years before Mr. Leibnitz 
began to publish it in the Jeta Erudiiarum of Leipsvvick, 

For which reasons we reckon Mr. Newton tl)e first inventor, 
and are of opinion that Mr. Keil, in asserting the same, has 
been no wjiys injurious to Mr. Leibnitz; and we submit to the 
judgment of the Society, whether the extract of the letters and 
papere, now presented, together with what is extant to the same 
purpose in Dr. Wallis's third volume, may not deserve to he 
made public/'—To which Report the Society agreed nsm. con. 
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and ordered that the whole matter from tlie beginning, with the 
extracts of all the letten relating thereto, and Mr, Keill and Mn 
Leibnitz's letters, be published with all con%'enient speed that 
mny be, together with the report of the said Commit tee .-Ordered, 
that Dr, Halley, Mr. Jones, and Mr, Machln, be desired to take 
care of the said impression (which they promised); and Mr, Jones 
to make an estimate of the chaiges, against the next meeting, 
1713 . January S. Some copies of the book intituled Com- 
viercium EpiUdicum^ printed by the Society's order, being 
bi ought, the President ordered one to be deUvered to each person 
of the Committee, appointed for that purpose, to examine it 
before its publication. 


The steady and umform support given to Newton by the Royal 
Society appears from the foregoing extracts. T'lie value which 
He set upon their assistance is thus expressed in his correspond- 
ence with Mr. Oldenburg:: “ 1 do not only esteem it a duty to 
concur with the Society in the promotion of real knowledge; 
but a great privilege, tliat instead of exjjosing discourses to a 
prejudiced and censorious multitude, {by> which means many 
muhs have been baffled and lost), I may with freedom apply 
myself to so judicious and impartial an assembly/' In a letter 
to Dr, Halley, he says, “ The third book of the Principia I now 
design to suppress. Philosophy is such an impei'tinently litigious 
lady, tliat a man had as good be engaged in law-suits, as have to 
do with her/'—His friends, however, of the Royal Society, most 
fortunately prevailed upoa him to alter that resolution. 


Kx cel lent and authentic as are the preceding Memoirs, 
they do not preclude the insertion of the following Letter of 
Dr. Stukeley j the greater part of which is here printed from the 
Original, communicated to me, in the year 17S^, by Mr. Gough, 

To Dr. Mead, 

HosfOpKED AKO DEAR SiK, Grantham^ June 16, 1727* 

I send you, according to my promise, some memoirs of the 
life of our great friend. Sir Isaac Newton, such as I could pick 
up here at Grantham, and Colstemorth, where he was born, 
among aiif lent people, from their own knowledge or unqueslion- 
ab!e tiadition. Some are alive that were liis schoolfellows: several 
are but lately dead, from vvhom, I apprehend, a larger informa¬ 
tion might have been expected j but 1 omitted no opportunity 
left to contribute what I can, in doing justice to the memory 
and history of so Illustrious a person, the ornament of his country, 
or rather of human natum 3 and if it chance that I should be any 
way serviceable therein, it will be a particular addition to the 
pleasure I have reaped in cbusing this lor the place of my abode, 
that gives me tins opportunity j whilst it is not altogether too 
late, being the place where he spent the eai-ly [lart of his life, 
and near that of hU nativity. You will obseive that I have been 
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very circumstantialj and perhaps now and then descended too 
low for the dignity of the subject, in the subsequent account j 
but I was willing that you might know the nature of the credit 
upon which ! took it, nor would I omit any thing that was not 
absolutely improper, I have added a few things from my own 
knowledge, or what 1 iiave formerly heard. Mr; Conduitt, no 
doubt, will have many accounts from other hands; bis judgment 
will direct him wdiat to make use ofi and compaiiiig them toge^^ 
ther will clear up some circumstances, and perhaps overtlirow 
others: for my part, I took what care I could to hnd out and 
relate the truth, 

April 2 , 1726 , I passed the whole day with Sir Isaac alone 
at his lodgings, Orbef s Buildings, Kensington: he told me 
then, that he was born on Christmas-day 1642, I have made 
enquiry at Colstenvorth for tlie old t'egbters, which have been 
very ill kept, the bare name of a person being eonimoiily noted, 
without fathers or mothers, or such other marks as are necessary 
to ascertain descents and the like j but, what is worse, they are 
for the most pait lost and destroyed, or obliterated through 
carelessness, Mr, Mason, the present minister, searching in the 
old town chests met with a few leaves, being the parish register 
from anno 1571 to 1642 inclusive, the very year Sir Isaac was 
born; but there is intermitted, not lost, from anno 1630 to 
1640 inclusive, which is a space of time wherein his father’s mar¬ 
riage happened, and probably other circmnatances in bis family 
or among his relations, which would have assisted us in the pre¬ 
sent affair, Howevei', v-ery luckily upon the last leaf, which has 
been miserably abused, is this memorable account, under the 
title, ‘ Baptized Anno 1642. Isaac sonne of Isaac and Hanna 
Niwton Jan, I" 

It is probable that the Civil Wars, then beginning, may be one 
reason why it ends here. From these leaves 1 have extracted an 
account of all the Newtons therein, which are numerous; but, 
for the reason before mentioned of their being generally bare 
names only, they arc of no great service in drawing out his 
was my intention^ Sir Isaac had been curious in 
this inquiiy himself formerly; foi' at CoJsterworth, in possession 
of John Newton bis heir at law, I saw a half sheet of paper of 
Sir Isaac's own hand-writing, being a draught thereof, as far as 
he knew it, w ith orders for searching ijegisters to make it mom 
perfect; but I believe his request was never fully answered, and 
perhaps Sir Isaac never saw these leaves of the Register. 

I here send you a copy of this wi'iting ^ t 

“ Let the.Registers of VVestby and Bitchfield be searclied ii'om 
the beginning to the year 1650, and extracts betaken of what¬ 
ever marriages, binhs, and burials have been in the family of 
the Newtons 5 and if the old register of Coisterworth can be 
found, let the like extract be taken out of that; and let the ex- 
f facts be taken by copying out of the registers whatever can be 

♦ This IS now stipersedcU by the Pedigree printed ju p* 36\ 
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met withj about the family of the Newtons in woitls at length, 
without omitting any of the words. Direct your letters to Sir 
Isaac Newton, at his house in Jermyn street^ in St* James s 
parish, in Westminster, London.'' 

When Sir Isaac was knighted, he made this inquiry, I suppose, 
and caused this entry following to be made in the books at the 
Heralds'Office; a copy of which my friend Mr. LeNere, Norroy, 
sent me, at my request 

It has been observed by some, that many considerable men 
were horn about the same time as Sir Isaac, and it may 
reckoned an ^e^L fruitful of great geniuses. It is probable this 
family had its name from Newton, a borough town in Lancashire, 
I have set down in the genealogy one Istmc Newton born in 15/3, 
from tlie Register, winch does not particularize his father, but 
undoubtedly of this family, and seems to be great uncle to Su' 
Isaac, L e, brother to his grandfather* 1 mention him as the 
fii"st of tile name of Isaac I can meet with. Another Isaac Newton 
died somewhat above 20 years ago at Colsterworth, whose line 
ended ^vitJi a daughter. The Ayscoiighs, whence Sir Isaac s 
motiicr, has been very considerable in this County; one of them 
built Great Paunton steeple, a curious fabrick, between Colster- 
worth and Gmntham, Some of her family still remain at Catthorpe 
in this County; and I remember one James Ay scoughf, a surgeon, 
who lived at my native place Holbech, who came from Sews tern 
near Colsteiworth. Sir Michael Newton s family comes from 
the younger branch, and was first laised by the eoiieiress of 
Hickson, who was very rich. The other sister too raised the 
Welbys, an antiept and wealthy family in our neighbourhood, of 
tile same stem as the Wcibys of Gedney, to which I am related. 

Sir Isaac Newton was born at Woolsthorp, a hamlet of Colsler- 
worth, 6 miles south of Grantham, in the great road from London 
into the North, Woolsthorp is a pleasant little hollow or convallis, 
nn the west side the valley of the river Wit ham, which arises 
near there, one spring thereof in this hamlet, it has a good 
prospect Eastward toward Colsterworth, The country hereabouts 
is Eljouglit to be the Montpelier of England; the air is exceeding 
good, the sharpness of the Mediterranean being tempered by the 
softness of the low |jarts of Lincolnshire, wliich makes a fine 
medium agreeable to most constitiitions. 1 have seen many 
[lam of England, and think none of a pleasanter view tlian about 
Colsterworth, and notliing can be imagined sweeter than the 
ride between it and Granthani. The country etmsists much of 
open heath, overgrown with the fragrai^t serpylluni, much like 
tlie downs in Wiltshire, difiering chiefiy in this, that our soil 
lies ii)idn a wdiite lime stone good for building, that upon chalk, 
Tlic valleys arc gravelly, veiy delightful; woods plentiful; springs 
and rivulets of the purest water abound. 

Such is the place that produced the greatest genius of the human 
race. He was born in the manor house, w'hich VV3 the family 

* See the iVitii^ree printed in p, Sfi. f Ci^usin to Sir Isaae's motlier. 
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eelate, nhere they hold a court leet and court baron. The old 
copies and records of the court are lost, but they say it has been 
in the Newton family ever since Queen Elizabeth's time; that it 
was bought of the Cecils, to whom Queen Elizabeth gave it, 
among other lands hereabouts that fell to the crown when the 
Uord Eochford was beheaded by Henry VIlI. and that he is buried 
at Stoke Xlochford hard by. This manor, which is Sir Isaac^s 
paternal estate, is about 30?* per annum; but he has another 
estate at Sewstern adjacent, which came by his mother; so that 
the whole was near SOi, per and descends to his next 

heir, John Newton, who is derived from his father’s second bro¬ 
ther, 1 visited this place 13 October, 173 ij and took a pros¬ 
pect of the church of Colstervvortb, and of his house at Wols- 
thorp. It is built of stone, as is the way of the country liere- 
abouts, and a reasonably good one. They led me up stairs, and 
showed me Sir Isaac's study, where, I sujjpose, he studied when 
in the country in his younger days, as perhaps when he visited 
his mother from the University. I observed the shelves were of 
his own making, being pieces of deal boxes, which probably be 
sent his books and clothes down in upon these occasions. There 
were some years ago 2 or 300 books in it of his father-in-law 
Mr. Smith's, which Sir Isaac gave to hir* Newton of this town. 

Sir Isaac was a posthumous and only child< His mother 
was married again to a neighbouring clergyman, ]Mj\ Barnabas 
Smith, minister of North Witham, near Colsterworth, Jan. ^ 7 , 
1645. She bad three children by him ; the descendants of these 
came in for a share of Sir Isaac's pei'sonal estate. He was sent 
at a pioper age to Grantham school, which was founded and 
well endowed by Richard Fox, Bishop of Winchester, born at 
Ropesly near here. The same person founded Corpus Christi 
College in Oxford. T he people of Grantham have a comm on 
opinion, that Mr* Walker, the author of the book of' Particles,' 
was his master, and they led me into that mistake in my I tine- 
rary, page 49; but since, upon enquiry, I find Mr, Stokes was 
schoolmaster at that time, who rvas succeeded by Mi\ Sisson, and 
he by Mr. Walker, Mr* Walker was an intimate acquaintance 
of Sir Issue's, being minister of Colsterworth, where he died in 
1684. hir. Stokes was reputed a very good scholar and an ex¬ 
cellent schoolmaster. 

Sir Isaac, wliilst he went to this school, boarded at Mr. Clark's 
house, an apothecary, grandfather to Mr. Clarke, now an apo¬ 
thecary here. It was the next house to the George Inn North¬ 
ward in High-street, which was rebuilt about 16 years a«^o. Dr. 
Clarke, M. D. brother to Mr. Clarke, was usher at"that time. He 
was a pupil to the famous Henry Moor of Christ's College, born 
in Mr, Bellamy's house, over against me. Dr. Clarke^left the 
school, and practised physic in this town with success and emolu¬ 
ment* Every one that knew Sir Isaac, or have heard speak of 
him here, recount the jjregnancy of his parts when a boy, his 
strange inventions, and extj^aordinary inclination for mechanics; 
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that instead of playing among the other boys when ft'om school, 
he always busied himself in making knicknacks and models of 
wood in many kinds, for which purpose he had got little saws, 
hatchets, hammers, and a whole shop * of tools, which he would 
use with great dexterity* In particular they speak of his making 
a wooden clock* About this time, a new windmill was set 
ap near Grantham, in the w^ay to Gunnerby, which is now de¬ 
molished, this country chiefly using water mills* Our lad s imi¬ 
tating spirit was soon excited, and by frequently plying into the 
Miric of it, as they were making it, he became master enough 
to make a very perfect model thereof, and it was said to be as 
clean and curious a piece of woi'kmanship as the original. This 
sometimes he would set upon the house-top, where he lodged, 
and clothing it with sail-cloth, the wind would readily turn it ^ 
but what was most extraordinary in its composition was, that he 
put a mouse into it, which he called the miller, and that the 
mouse made the miU turn round when he pleased) and he would 
joke too upon the miller eating the corn that was put in. Some 
say that he tied a string to fhe mouse’s tail, rvhich was put into 
a wheel, like that of turn-spit dogs, so that pulling the string, 
made the mouse go forward by rvay of resistance, and this turned 
the mill* Othei’S suppose there w^as some corn placed above the 
wheel, this the mouse endeavouring to get to, made it turn* 
Moieover, Sir Isaac's w^ater clock is much talked of* This he 
made out of a box he begged of Mr, Clark's (Ids landlord) rvife's 
brother. As described to me, it resembled pretty much our 
common clocks and clock-cases, but less ; for it was not above 
four feet in height, and of a proportionable breadth* There was 
a dial plate at top wdth figures of the hours* The index was 
turned by a piece of wood, which either fell or rose by water 
dropping* This stood in the room where he lay, and he took 
care every morning to supply it with its proper quantity of water j 
and the family upon occasion would go to see ivhat was the hour 
by it* It was left in the house long after he went away to the 
University.—I remember once, when I was Deputy to Dr, Halley, 
Secretary at the Royal Society, Sir Isaac talked of these kind of 
instniments,—that he observed the chief inconvenience in them 
was, that the hole through which the water is transmitted, being 
neceasarily very small, was subject to be furred up by impurities 
in the water, as those made with sand will wear bigger, which 
at length causes an inequality in time* 

These fancies sometimes engrossed so much of his thoughts, 
that he was apt to neglect his book, and dull boys were now and 
then put over him in form* But this made him redouble his 
pains to overtake them) and such was his capacity, that he could 
eoon do it, and out-strip them when he pleased 5 and it was 
taken notice of by his master* Still nothing could induce him 
to lay by his mechanical experiments: but alt holidays, and what 
time the boys had allowed to play, he spent entirely in knocking 

* HerePiy MS*ends* and the remainder is copied from Mr*Tumor's book. 
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anti hammering in his lodging roonij pursuing that strong bent 
of his inclination not only in things serious, but ludicrous too, 
and what would please his school-fellows, as well as himself^ yet 
it was in order to bring them off from trifling sports, and teach 
them, as we may call it, to play pbllosophicaHy, and in which 
he might willingly bear a part, and he was particulaiiy ingenious 
at inventing diveisions for them, above the vulgar kind. As for 
instance, in making paper kites, which he first introduced here. 
He took pains, they say, in finding out their proportions and 
figures, and whereabouts the string should be fastened to the 
greatest advantage, and in how many places. Likewise he first 
made lanterns of paper crimpled, which he used to go to school 
by, in winter mornings, with a candle, and tied them to the 
tails of the kites in a dark night, which at first aflilghted the 
country peox>le exceedingly, thinking they were comets. It is 
thought that he first invented this metiiodj 1 can't tell how true. 
They tell us too how diligent he was m observing the motion of 
the sun, especially in the yard of the house where he lived, against 
tlie walls and roofs, wlierein he w'ould drive pegs, to mark the 
hours and half hours made by the shaded, which by degrees from 
some years observations, he had made very exact, and any body 
knew what o'clock it was by Isaac's dial, as they ordinarily called 
it; thus in his youngest years did that immense genius discover 
his sublime imagination, that since has filled, or mther compre¬ 
hended the world. The lad was not only very expert with his me¬ 
chanical tools, but he was equally so with his pen. For he busied 
himself very much in drawing, which 1 suppose he learnt from his 
own inclination, and observation of nature* By inquiry, 1 was in¬ 
formed that one old Bm'ley {as he was called) was his writing mas¬ 
ter, xvho lived where now is the Millstone alehouse, in Caslle Street j 
but they don't remember that he (Barley) had any knack in draw¬ 
ing. However, by this means Sir Isaac furnished his whole 
room with pictures of bis own making, which probably he copied 
from prints, as well as from life. They mention several of the 
king's heads. Dr. Donne, and likewise his master Stokes. Under 
the picture of King Charles I. he wrote these vei’ses, which I had 
from Mrs. Vincent by memory, who fancies he made them ; if 
that be true, it is most probable he designed the print too, ivhich 
is common to this day : 

A secret art my soul requires to try. 

If prayem can give me, what the wars deny, 

Tliree crowns distinguish'd here in order do 
Present their objects to my knowing view. 

Earth's crown, thus at my feet, I can disdain. 

Which heavy is, and, at the best, but vain. 

But now a crown of thorns 1 gladly greet. 

Sharp is this crown, but not so sharp as sweet: 

Tlie crown of gloiy that 1 yonder see 
Is full of bliss and of elernlty," 

• 3e.V€r3kl of thsse dials ire to be on tbo wuU of tbc mniiDr-bons^. 
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These pictures he made frames to himself/ aiid coloured theui 
over in a workmanlike manner. 

Mrs. Vincent is a widow gentlewoman living here, aged S2, 
Her maiden name was Storey, sister to Dr. Storey, a physician 
of Buckminster, near Colsterworth. Her mother, who was a 
handsome woman, was second wife to Mr, Clarke, the apothecary 
where Sir Isaac lodged ^ so that she lived with him in the same 
iiouse all the time of his being at Grantham, which was about 
seven years. M^r mother and Sir Isaac's mother were intimately 
acquainted, which was the reason of his lodging at Mr, Clarke*s. 
She gave me much of the foregoing account. She says that Sir 
Isaac was always a sober, silent, thinking lad, and was never 
known scarce to play with the boys abroad, at their silly amuse" 
mentsj. but would rather choose to be at home, even among the 
girls, and would frequently make little tables, cupboards, and 
other utensils for her and her playfellows, to set their babys and 
trinkets on. She mentions likewise a cart he made witli four 
wheels, wherein he would sit, and by turning a windlass about, 
he could malte it cariy him ainund the house where he pleased. 
Sir Isaac and she being thus brought up together, ’tis said that 
he entertained a love for her } nor does she deny it; but her 
portion being not considerable, and he being a fellow of a college, 
it was incompatible with his fortunes to niai'ry; perhaps his 
studies too. It is certain he always had a kindness for her, visited 
her whenever in the country, in both her husbands* days, and 
gave her forty shillings, upon a time, whenever it was of ser¬ 
vice to Iier. She is a little woman, but we may with ease dis¬ 
cern that she has been very handsome. 

Mr, Clarke tells me that the room where Sir Isaac lodged, 
was his lodging room too when a lad, and that the whole wall 
was still full of the drawings he had made upon it with charcoal, 
and so remained till pulled dowm about siKteen^ years ago, as i 
said before. There were birds, beasts, men, ships, and mathe¬ 
matical schemes, and very well designed. 

We must understand all this while that his mother had left 
Wolsthorp, and lived with her second husband at North Withain*. 
But upon his death, after she had three children by him, she 
returned to her own house, which likewise, it ought to be re¬ 
membered, was rebuilt by him. She upon this was for saving 
expences as much as she could, and recalled her son Isaac from 
school, intending to make him serviceable in managing of the 

^ North Withara is about a mile South of Wools thorpe, From the year 
1645 to 1656 Sir Isaac’s niuther lived with her second husband, at the 
rectory-house at North With am; Sir Isaac remalTfing with his grandmother 
Ayscough at W^oolsthorpe, till he was eleven years old. In 163G Sir Isaac’s 
mother returned to Woolsthorjie, where her son Isaac came to her, during 
the vacations, both from school and CaiTihridge* Her brother, the Rev. 
William Ayscougb, who was rector of Burton Goggles, an adjoiuing parish, 
is said to have insisied on his sister's completing her son’s education at the 
UDiversity, having found him in a hay-loft at Grantham, working on a 
mathemaiicai problem. He recommended Trinity College to his nephew 
Isaac, having been of that Society hiEuselF, where be proceeded A. M. in 
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farm and counti^ business at Wolsthorp^ and I doubt not but 
she thought it would turn more to his own account, than being 
a scholar. Accordingly we must suppose him attending the tillage, 
grazing, and the like. And they tell us that he frequently came 
on Saturdays to Gi-antUam market, with corn and other com¬ 
modities to sell, and to carry home what ncGessaries were proper 
to be bought at a market town for a family ^ but being young, 
his mother usually sent a timsty old servant along with him, to 
put him into the way of business. Their inn was the Saracen’s 
Head iaWestgate, where as soon as they had set up their horses, 
Isaac gene rally left the man to manage the marketings, and re¬ 
tired instantly to Mi\ Clarke’s garret, where he used to lodge, 
near where lay a parcel of old boc»ks of Mr. Clarke’s, which he 
entertained himself ■with, whilst it was time to go home again j 
or else he would stop by the way between home and Grantham, 
and lye under a hedge studying, whilst the man went to town 
and did the business, and called upon him in his return. No 
doubt the man nia^le remonstrances of this to his raothen Likewise 
when at home, if his mother ordered him into the tields, to look 
after the sheep, the corn, or upon any other rural employment, 
it went on veiy heavily through his manage. His chief delight 
was to sit under a tree, with a book in his hands, or to busy 
himself with his knife in cutting wood for models of somewhat 
or other that struck his fancy i or he would get to a stream and 
make mill wheels. W. Stukele^ 


The following anecdotes were communicated to Dr.Whita¬ 
ker, the elegant Historian of Craven, by a respectable and learned 
Friend*, who was personally acquainted with him. 

» Benjamin Smith B. D. Eector of one of the Medieties of 
Linton in Craven from 1733 to 1776, was nephew, by the half- 
blood, to Sir Isaac Newton.^lsaac Newton, of Coktenvorth, 
father of that great man, died two montl^s before the birth of 
hi 9 son; Mrs. Newton then married the Rev. Barnabas Smith. 
Rector of North W.tham j and one of her sons, by her second 
husband, was father to the subject of this narrative 

« He was born at or near Stamford, about the vear 1700 
When about eighteen yeai's old. Ids unde sent for him.'and at his 
house he chiefly resided till the death of Sir Isaac in 1727 

In many conversations with him on the subject I could not 
learn^ much more than wag known already with respect to Sir 
Isaacs habits company, &c.; but he generally confiAned what, 
had been told by othprs. He said that his uncle, when ad- 

-r co’Tulent, but not so much so as to 

^mmish hi3 activity; that he was in general silent and reserved * 
but when he gave Ins opinion on subjects of Literature, it wal 
peremptory and decisive. He confirmed the account, that the 
Princess of Wales, afterwards Queen Caroline, when Sir Isaac, 


* The Rev. William Sheepshanks, A. M. Prebendary of Carlisle. 
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from his age and infirmities, could not wait upon herj frequently 
visited him : that Dr. Samuel Clarke, whom he called his Chap¬ 
lain, dined at his table veiy often | and that of aU his uncle's 
intimate friends he should say he (Sir Isaac) had the greatest 
regard for Dr. Clarke. Mr, Smith himself always mentioned 
Dr. a safe's mild accommodating manners and lively conversation, 
and particularly his condescendiog attentions to himself, with 
much respect and gratitude. 

" He said that Dr. Bentley was, when in town, frequently at 
Sir Isaac's table j and that his behaviour was singularly haughty 
and inattentive to every one but Newton himself: that he had 
heard his uncle mention Roger Cotes with much regret, and Dr- 
Halley with disapprohatiou, on account of his infidelity and 
licentious conduct, 

A little before lib uncle's death Mr. Smith was admitted 
Fellow Commoner at Pembrokc-hall, Cambridge^ and went to 
reside there for a short time. 

Sir Isaac left him about 500Z. per annum; consisting, so far 
as J understood him, of estates in Nottingham and Rutlandshire * 
Soon after the death of his great relative, he left England, 
and resided at Paris about two years thei*e he became ac¬ 
quainted with Mr, Philip Yorke, afterwards Earl of Hardwicke 
and Lord Chancellor, He then went to Rome, where he staid 
about three years more- 

“ About the year 173 ^ he returned to England, having greatly 
diminished his fortune, and sold whatever interest remained in 
his estates to Sir Robert Clifkm, a Nottinghamshire Baronet, for 
an annuity of 2001, per armum, for their joint lives—a bargain 
which might have left him without bread to eat* 

As another resource to increase his scanty income, he took 
orders f 5 and having in his possession the MSh of Newton's ^0>m- 
mentary on Daniel}/ he was advised by his friends to publish and 
inscribe it to the I^rd Chancellor, assured that the dedication 
of any work written by an Author so illustrious would procure 
for him some good preferment in the Church, 

Soon after the publication. Lord King, the Chancellor, sent 
for him, and addressed him as follows: ‘^A mediety of the Rectory 
of Linton in Yorkshire, stated to me as worth 1001. per annum ^ 

*■ “ Voltaire, in a small treatise on the character of Newton, ascribes his 
promotion in the Mint to an improper attachment of lord Halifax to Mrs. 
Conduitt, In order to Investigate this point, I asked Mr, Smitb what was 
the age of his cousin. Miss Smith, afterwards Mrs.Conduitt. He answered, 
she was horn in the same year with himself.—He always declined to tell 
his age ; but allowed me to conclude that he was born within two or three 
years of 1700 i and, upon being told of Voltaire's calumny, said, that, 
when his uncle was made Warden of the Mint by King William, Mrs- 
Conduitt was not born | and when be succeeded to the ofiice of Master, 
sbe was only a child.” W. S.—Mr, Simth, however, either mistook his 
cousin's age, as appears by her epitaph in p, 39 1 or chose to conceal his own. 
f See (he Letters of War burton to Stukeley» in vokl* pp. 50—23, 

J On this head also see Warbnrton's Frank Opinion, ibid* p. 21 • 
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i$ now vacant; wiil you accept it V Mr, Smith remained silent 
some minutes* The Chancellor repeated e^mctly the same words 
in a stronger tone of voice* He now saw this was the only thing 
he should ever have offered, and tlmt, from the look and tone of 
his Patron, he had nothing farther to expect. 

He, therefore, accepted the livings but always mentioned 
the interview and the offer as a cruel mockery, having fixed his 
own expectations upon 5CK)L at least, and that in a situation more 
fitted to what he thought of his own taste and manners* 

In 1742 compelled by necessity, be came to reside at 
Linton, and, after boarding in his own house three or four years, 
he took it into his own possession, and, fitting up a chamber for 
a study, with a bed-room adjoining, and a closet contiguous to 
it, for a man-servant, continued to live in it, with little variation, 
for the remainder of bis life* 

He always kept an attendant, who could read to him Greek 
and Latin* When lie could not sleep, he rung his belli his 
reader then arose, procured a light, and read to him two or three 
hours, till he found himself disposed to sleep. This was his cus¬ 
tom five or six nights a week for many yeai's* 

Circumstances now fell out, which drove him to the neces¬ 
sity of a long course of law to recover his annuity j and, during 
seven years of poverty and distress, he frequently applied to the 
Lord Chancellor, then Lord Hardwieke, for additional prefer¬ 
ment j but always met with a refusal. These repulses be never 
mentioned but with great asperity and indignation f* 

"It seems probable that Lord Hardwieke disapproved of his 
conduct and character in early life*—In no part of his life, so far 
as 1 know, had his conduct been so regular as that a Patron, 
who was acquainted with it, could find any satisfaction in pro¬ 
moting him* 

His temper was very unamiable: he always considered his 
situation at Linton as a species of banishment* He daspised his 
parishioners, and took no pains to conceal his contempt for them* 
Their habits, their general poverty, and, above all, their dialect, 
were the perpetual objects of his derision* He called them 
' baptized brutes and they, in return, regarded liim with dis¬ 
like, and treated him with disrespect. 

Among Mr, Smith's papers w^ere several letters from Sir 
Isaac Newton, In these he addressed his nephew by the familiar 
name of Ben, and pressed him to chuse a profession, There was 
some vulgar phraseology in them, which induced me to burn 
them, when 1 arranged his papers after his death," He died in 
January 1776^ and was buried in the chancel of his own church|* 

* In I74fi lie took the degree of B* D* at Cambridge, under the Statute 
De Im qui majores 24 annis, &c,** 

t As Lord Hardwieke is kno^n to have been an excellent Patron, there 
if reason to believe that Mr* Smith over*stated his former intimacy with 
him, in his conversations on the subject with a person to vs'hom be was 
desirous of magnifying his own importance, 
f Dr* Whitaker's History of Craven, second edition, 1312, p* 4G2- 


pedigree of newton, of Westby and Gunis?eebt» 

John Newton, of Westby, oo, Lincoln 


(Continued from the Visitation of 1634*) 


John Newton, great grandfather 
of Sir luaac (see p* 36.) 


3* Thomas ; 3, Richard j 

of whom nothing is known. 


T 


4. William Newton, baptised at West by=^AnneKej_h am, 
Aug* 30, 1541. 


yJ^Anne Kelhan 

of Eopeaby. 


EliKaheth, daughter of Thomas Parke r,^=pTUom as Newt on, of Guiineby,Eaq.= 
uf Kihworth, cok Leic. first wife*. - I buried April ^3, 1640, 


^Eilzab^thf, dau. and coheir of Richard J Hickson, Eiq. 
of Gunnerby, second wife ; no issue* 


Sir John Newton, born June 9, 1636; married in 1644; succeeded to a=^Mary, daughter of Sir Gervase Eyre, 


baronetcy, and to the tatate of Great Bam, in G!oucestetshir€j 
1666 ; died May 31, 1699, ©t. 73. 


I 


of Rampton, 

1T03, cet.a3. 


Notts ; died Nov, 5, 


3. Thomas, 
buried in 
1630, 


□ 

to 


Abigail, daughter of VVilliam Hevtngham,^!. Sir John Newton, Bart, of^pSusanna, sister of Sir Michael 


Es{j. of Hevinghain, Suffolk; died May 
11, 1636, Ect. 26 1 first Wife, 


Thorp, in Hat her, co* Lincoln, 
died Feb 12, 1733-4, eet. 83, 


Warton,ofBeveriey,York¬ 
shire, died April J&> 1737, 

EGt. 66 j second wife* 


-- * ■ , 

4, Gervase, died s- p. 

Two other sons, and 
Thirteen daughters. 


1. John Newt on, Carty, married to Miebael Newton, Esq. heir to his uncle Sir Mi-^ 
died July 18, Edward Coke, of chaelWarton,createdK.B.1725i mar.April 16, 

1684, act. 4. Hdlkham, Esq, i730jhecaTneabart.inl733-4j diedApr*T,l743. 


Margaret Conings- 
by, (in her own 
right) Countess 
Coningsby. 


^sanna Newton,^Williain 


John Newton, Viscount Conings* 
by, born Oct, 16, 1T32 ; died 
Jan. 30, 1732-3. 


1. John Archer, married Lady Mary 
Fiiawilliam, daughter of John se¬ 
cond Earl FiizwiLLiam of Ireland* 


sister and heiress Archer, 

to her Brother Esq. of 

and her Nephew* Welford, 

_^ co.Berks* 

2. Michael Archer, took the surname of Newton, having 
the estates of Sir Michael Newton in Lincolnshire and 
elsewhere* He was twiee married, and left issue. 


^ This appears by the Visitation of 1634. f And this by Inq, U Aug. 16 C^. I. on the death of John Newton. 

Richard Hickson, who died Jan. 14, 1640-1, gave his estates at Hather to his nepffew John Newton j and 43f. a year to uls cousmi ^ 
Richard Welby and John Newtoiij in truatjg to build and endow six almshouses at Belton for poor widows, iti 
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PEDIGREE of NEWTON, of Wolsthoiipb^ 
as entered in the College of Arms, 1705. 


Ca 

Ci 


John Newton, of VVestby, in the county of Lincoln, in Basingthorp pariah, descended from the Newtoni of Leicettershire,s=, 

first mentioned in the Visicaiion of Lincoln in the year 1634, ^ 


T 


, John Newton, of West by aforesaid, by deed, dated 19 Dee, l562,-j-.. . S. Thomas j 3* Richard j 

buried in Westby church 35? Dec. 1563, as appears by the Ee^ster of 
that charch, son and heir of John aforesaid, and who purchased an 
estate at Wolstrope, in Colsterworth parish, in the same county. 


T 


T 


of neither of whoiHi or 
of their descendants, 
is any thing known. 


4, Wiihatn, baptized at 
Westby Aug, 30, 1541, 
of whom see a separate 
pedigree, p. 35. 


], Richard Newton, of Wolstrope aforesaid, by the deed above cited, and a-p 
terrier dated 1569, and another deed dated 30 Dec. 15 Car. I.; inherited 
the said purchase, and was buried at Colsterworth ^0 April 1588, as apn 
pears by the register of that church. 

“T 


3* George ; 3. Robert j 4. Simon ; 5, 


William ; 


All mentioned in Deed of Trust 1563. 


1. Robert Newton, of Wolsthorpe aforesaid, inherited-^, • 
the same purchase after the death of his father 
Richard Newton, as is mentioned in the aforesaid 
deed, 15 Car. I.; by which deed he settled also 
the manor of Woolstrope, purchased by him, upon 
his eldest son Isaac Newton. 

See p- 37* 


Isaac*, bapL at (bister* 
worth, Jpril 30, 1ST3. 


3. Richard, of Woolstrope^ 
bapt. at Colsterworth, 1583. 


L WiUiam=pElinor, 


% Thomas Newton, bapt. at Colsterworth 
Aug. S, I6l7j bur. there Jan. 30, 16S6. 
3, John Newton, baptized at Colsterworth 
Dec.^, 1631. 


Ll 


Newton. 


dau.of 


Dionysia, baptized 11 Sept. 1643, 
buried 1 Oct. 164S. 


* This name was inserted by Dr. Stukeley from the Colsterworth Register* 
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PEDIGREE of NEWTON, 
continued from p. 36, 


iCtwJj bapt* Aug. 21, 1636, married John 

Conk, of Skillington, anno Jaeobi 19, 
and by Inm had John Cook, of Easton in 
Lincolnshire, 

Elizabeth, bapt* 20 Nov, 1598, mar. Willbrn 
VVoodroughj of Skillington, anno Jacobi, 
and by him hadEdw,Woodrougb, of Corby, 
Mary, baptlssed Sept* 6, 1612* 

Anne, bapt. May b% 161B, bur, July 13, 1616, 

r 


Robert Newton [see p* 36] buried at Colatcrworth 20 Sept. 1641*=^* 


1 


1. Isaac Newton, of^Hannah, daugh* of 


Woolstrope, SOD 
and heir of Robert, 
baptized at Col- 
sterworth 21 Sept, 
1606, buried there 
6 Oct* 1642, and 
mentioned In the 
deed last cited. 


Isaac Newton, only child of Isaac and Hannah, born 95 Dec. 1642, and 
baptized at Colsterworth 1 Jan. 1642-3, Lord of the manor of Woolstrope 
aforesaid, Master of Arts, late Fellow of Trinity College in Cambridge, 
Warden of the Mint, by patent, dated 13 April 1696, now Master and 
Worker of the Mint, by patent, dated 3 Feb. 1699, and President of the 
Royal Society, Knighted at Trinity College in Cambridge, 16 April 1705, 
by her present Majesty, Queen Anne, and living in St* James's parish, 
in Middlesex, this day of November 1705. 


James Ayscough, 
of Mercate Over- 
ton, in Rutland, 
gent,? re-marr,to 
Barnabas Smith, 
of whom see a se¬ 
parate Pedigree, 
in p, 33. I- 


3, Robert New- 
ton, baptized 
at CoUterworth 
Sept, sr, 1607, 

lived after at 
Counthorp in 
the same 
cQunty.-p 


Alice,—r—3. Richard^p, 


died 

in 

1642. 




Newton, of 
Colster- 
wortU, bapt, 
April 9, 
1609. 


Robert New- 
ton,= 


Anne, 

baptized 

11 Sept* 
1642* 


I, Richard'-^. 
Newton, 
dead. 


2. Robert 
New¬ 
ton, 
dead* 


John Newton, 
of Lincolnebtre, 


Robert; Richard; 
both of Coifiterwortb* 


Examined, 

Peter Le Neve, Norroy* 


The Pedigree above written I do aver to be true, 
to the best of my knowledge* Witness my band. 


Isaac Newtoet, 




SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 
















PEiD’IGR.liliii of SMIXH, of Nouth W^itham i 
and of CONDUITT and WALLOP* 


Oa 

00 


Barnabas Smith, rector of North Witbam, died about J 65$.^ Harm ah, relict of Isaac Newton (see p. S7)* 


Benjamin Sniitlij^Sarali, daug^hter 
born 1 I of • * i. Bishop, 

of Stickford. 


Mary, born l647,-pThomasPiIkington,Esti» Hannah, born^^Robert Barton^^,of Brigstock, 
married Nov. 92, I of Belton, High SherifF ( Northamptonshire, 




of Rutland, ill 167L 


^f~]----T 

Newton Smith, of Barrowby, Gent, Haimah, mar- 

married.^ Wlmberiey. ried Carrier 

Benjamin Smith, B. D, lT4Sj rector Thompson,of 
of one mediety of Linton, York- StangrounJ, 
shire, died in January 1776, Esq, 


Thomas Pi Iking ton. 
George PUkington- 
Hannah, married J, 
Clarke. 




Gent. 


Catherine, dau,^^obn Conduitt, Esq. of 
and heir; died I CranberryLodge,Soutb- 
W Jan* 1730, ampton, died May 90, 
aet. 59. 1737^ ^t. 49. 


Hon. John Wallop, who, in 1743, on his father's being created Earl=pCatherine Cooduitt, daughter anti in 
of Portsmouth, became by courtesy Viscount Lymington j died in 1749. I mar, July 5, 1740; died April 5, 17SO. 


^“1 

Colonel Robert 
Barton.*^ 
Margaret, raar* 
John Warren* 
Hannah, bapt- 
Nov. 26, 1676. 
and heir. 


John, on the death of his grandfather in 1769, fiticceeded as lecond^Urstila, daughter of Coulson Fellowes, Esq, 
Earl of Portsmouth, died May 16, 1797* [of whom see Literary Anecdotes, vob 1. p. 589.] 


I r"l , 
Three other 


1. Jobn*Charles,the third and present Earl of Porstmouth; 
born Dec. 15, 1767 ; married, Nov.19, 1799, Hon.Gr^ce 
Norton, sister to WilOam Lord Grantley. 


2. Newton Wallop, born June 26, 1772; bad licence in 1794 Two 
to assume t he arms and nam e of Fel 10 wes, on su c ce edi n g to t he daughte rs, 

estates of his maternal uncle, Henry Arthur Fellowes, Esq. 


^ There are monaments for several of this family in Brigstoek Church. 
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Epitaphs in Westmi^jstek Aubby- 
The tomb of Sir Isaac Newton* represents him leaning and 
reposing at full lengthy with fonr books under his ai'mj in an 
antique robe, upon a sarcophagus. Near him are two \ving^ 
boys, with a label, %vbo appear to be speaking. Half buri^ in 
a dark pyramid behind hangs a celestial globe, on which is a 
golden line with Dec. g4, lG80/‘ On the globe is an exceed¬ 
ingly sleepy figure of Astronoiny leaning on a book] and the tablet 
of the sarcophagus contains a bag relief of infants making pliilo- 
sophical experiments. It is the joint production of Kent and 
Rysbrackf and does but little credit to their talents. 

On the pedestal is inscribed, 

H. S. E. IsAACUs Newtonj Eques Auratus, 
qui animi vi propb divinS., planetarum motns, figuras, 
comctarnm semitas, Occanique sestus, 
suSl Mathesi facem prseferente, primus demonstravit] 
Iladiorum lucis dissiiniJitudiiies, 

Coloruraque inde nascentium proprietat^, 
qiias nemo antek rel suspicatus erat, pervestigavit. 
Naturae, Antiquitatis, S. Scripture, sedulus, sagax, fidus interprea. 

Dei O. M. Majestatem Philosophifit asseruit, 

Evangelii simplicitatem moribus expressit 
Sibi gratulentur mortales, tale tantumque extitisse 

HUMANt GENEEIS DECUS. 

Nat 25 Dec. A. D. 1642. Obiit 20 Mar. 1726/’ 
Directly before llie tomb, on a blue stone, is. 

Hie depositum est quod mortale fuit Isaaci Newtoni." 

On the right side of the great West door is a pedestal and sar- 
copbagus, with boys of bronze hanging a medallion on a pyra¬ 
mid, by Cheere ; the inscription as follows; 

Johannes Conduitt, Rei Monet. 

'' Exadversus hunc locum, juxta magni Newtoni cineres, 
affinitatis illi vinculo conjunctus, 
siias deponi voluit rcliquias Johannes Conduitt, arm. 

Vir, propter oris suavitatem, 
pectoris candorem, ingieiiii comitatem, 
qaseque inter alias virtu tes praseipu^ cminebat 
ami corum ut nuper delieiaj, 
ita gravisimus jam luetiis et desiderium. 

Uxorem duxit Cathaiinam Barton, fmminam lecti^imam, 
ex qn^L unicam suscepit Filiam, conjugis cognominem. 

Monumentum hoc, 

quod Marito dilectissimo nioestissima destinaverat Vid^, 
ambomm parentum, optimb de se meritornm memori^, 
sacrari jusslt superstes Filia honorabiiis Johannis WaUop, 
honoratissiini Johannis Vicecomitis de Lymington 
Filii natu maximi Uxor. 

Obiernnt ] ille 23 Mail, 173f, annos natus 49; 
ilia 20 Janmrii, 1739j annum agens 59/* 

See Gent. Mag, 1734, pp. €4, 159] 1T40, p. S94. 
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Epitaphs in the Chiirch of Bitton in Gloucestershire- 

Arms Newton: Quarterly, 1, and 4 . Argent, on a chevron 
Azure, three Garbs Or ^ 3, and 3. Argent, two thigh-bones in 
fidtire Sable, 

" Here lyeth the Body of 
Sii- John Newton, Bart- 
Thrice Burgess of Parliament j 
a most loving Husband, 
careful Father, and feithful Friend, 
pious, just, prudent, 
charitable, valiant, and beloved of alL 
He was born June 9, A. D. 16^6, 
being the Son of Thomas Newton, 
of Gunwarby in the County 
of Lincoln, Estj, 
and died May 31, A, B, 1699, 

He married Mary, the daughter of 
Sir Gervase Eyre, 
ofRampton, in the County of 
Nottuigham, Knight. 

They lived happily all their Time 
together, which was Years 3 
by whom be had Issue 
Four Sons and Thirteen Daughters. 

This Monument was erected 
at the Charge of his youngest Son, 

Gervase Newton, Esq." 

Kere lyeth the Body of Dame Mary Newton, 

Widow and Eehct of Sir John Newton, late of Barr’s Court, Bart, 
by whom he had Four Sons and Thirteen Daughters. 

She died Nov. 23, 1712 , in the 85th Year of her Age." 


Epitaphs in a Chapel on the North side of Hather Church co. 
Lincoln, the burial-place of the Newtons of Thorpe in this Parish. 

Against the North wall, a monument of grey marble, being 
an half oval between two Ionic pilasters: at top Death’s head 
and urn; and below a cherub's head : 

Here lies, in hopes of 
a glorious Resurrection, ^ 

Abigail, 

the wife of John Newton, of Thorpe in the county of Lincoln, 
Est^ daughter of Wm. Hevenikgham, of Heveningham, Suffolk, 
Esq. and Mary daughter and heiress of John Earl of Dover. 

She lived so as if she meant to die young. Even her youth 
was pious and exemplary ^ in which she diligently hearkened to the 
law of God and her Mother] and by the same steps with a gentle 
hand, she led into the way of virtue her own offspring. 

John 



MONUMENTS OF THE NEWTON FAMILY. 41 


JoSBT, her eldest, she prepared betimes for Heaven i and for 
grief almost followed, and now lies buried by her. 

She left a daughter Carey, about six years of age, in whom 
it appeared, what the prudence of a mother, neither fond nor 
severe, could affect even in so tender years. By a peculiar art 
hei; children both stood in awe and loved her. 

After a tedious sickness she died big with child i and was to 
the last more desirous that should live, than she. She deserved 
a longer life here, but more an eternal one* 

“ She died May 11, in the year of our Lord 16S6, of her age 26/* 

On the floor, under tins, on a free stone : 

JoHTjJ, son and heir of John Newton, Esq. 
born 2G Oct. 1677j ob* July 18, 1681." 

On another free stone: 

** Here lieth buried the body of Dame Elizabeth Eyre, 
wife to Sir Gervase Eyre, 
of Rampton, in the county of Nottingham." 

Against the West w^all, a monument of grey marble, with 
pediment and urn ^ and at top, over a cone : 

Here lies the Body 
of Sir John- Newtoet, Baronet, 
who departed this life February the 12th, 1733-4, aged 83* By 
his first wife Abigail, daughter of William Heveningham, Esq. 
he had issue one daughter named Cary, married to Edxvaru 
Coke, Esq* of Holcomb in Norfolk. And by his second wife, 
daughter and coheir of Michael Warton, Esq. of Beverley in 
the county of York, and widow of Sir Johet Bright of Badsworth, 
in the same county, he had issue one sou, named Michael, 
married to Margaret Countess of Conengsby i and one daughter, 
named Susanna, married to William Archer, Esq* of Welford 
in Berkshire* 

This monument was erected in memory of the deceased by 
the Lady Newton, his widow." 

Arms of quarterly, as fitBition; with an inescutcheon. 

Or, on a che™ii Azure, a martlet, betweeen two pheons of the 
first, Warim^ 

On the same wail is a very neat monument of grey marble. 
Between two figures in a mourning pasture, on an altar tomb 
of black marble veined, is the bust of a lady on a pedestal; at 
her back is mised a canopy, with urns at top. 

In front of the tomb below; 

Near this place lies the Body of 
Susanna I^ady Newton, 

wlio was daughter of Michael Wakton, of Beverley in the county 
of York, Esq. and sister and coheiress to Sir Michael Wart on, 
of the same place, Knt, 

She maiTied, first. Sir John Bright, of Badsworth in the 
County of York, Baronet, by whom she had no issue. 

^ “ And 
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Andj aftefj Sir John Newton^ of Barr s Court in the county 
of Gloucester, Bart, by whom she had one son, the honourable 
Sir Michael Newton, Bart. Knight of the Bath, married to 
the Right Honourable the Countess of Conengesbyj and one 
daughter, Susanna, married to William Archer, of Welford, 
in the county of Berks, Esq* She departed this life April the 19th, 
1737, in the eighty-sixth year of her age* 

Having ordered by her will a'monument j this was, in obe¬ 
dience to her command, erected by her daughter and executrix, 
Susanna Archee, in the year of our Lord 1737-" 

Against the mme wall, a fine monument of gi'ey marble. On. 
an altar tomb a large urn between two figures, sitting on stones, 
as big as the life, in a mourning posture 5 that on the left hav¬ 
ing her right band on her breast, and her left holding a book; 
the other reclining her head on her right hand, bent backward, 
and holding a circulai' snake in her left. Above is a laigc piece 
of marble, with pediments, bases, cherub, &c. 

In front of the altai* tomb : 

Near this place is interred the Body of 
Sir Michael Newton, Bart. 

Knight of the most honourable Order of the Bath. He was the 
son of Sir John Newton, of Baer's Court, in the county of 
Glogestee, by Dame Susan, the widow’ of Sir John Bright of 
Bads WORTH in the County of York, and sister and coheiress 
of Sir Michael Warton of Beverley in the said county. He 
married in the year 1730, Margaret, Countess of Conengesby, 
daughter and coheiress of Thomas, Earl of Conengesby, by his 
wife Frances daughter of Richard, Earl of Ranelegh, who 
dyed Jan. 4,173'2-3, as the stone below. He had issue one son, 
John, Viscount Conengesbey, who died an infant in the year 
1733 , aged above two months. He represented the Boroughs of 
Beverley and Grantham in four different Parliaments, and 
discharged the trust reposed in him by his constituents with a 
steady and uniform regard to the real'interests of his country. 
Nor did the example of a corrupt and venal age, enslaved to 
ministerial influence, mislead liis judgment: nor did the offer 
of an honorable employment divert his resolute attachment from 
the pursuit of Patriotism. 

He died April 6th, 1743. 

This monument was erected in the year 1746 , 
by Ids sister and heiress, Susanna Archer, 
of Welford, in the county of Berks.” 


Mrs. Sarah Brown (%vidow of Mr. Benjamin Brown, of 
Ouston ill Leicestershire), who was someway related to the 
Smiths, had, about the year 1786, a fine original Portrait of Sir 
Isaac Newton, which was pui’chased by the late Duke of Rut¬ 
land, and placed in Beh'oir Castle. 


Mis- 
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Miscellaneous Letters of Sir Isaac Newton. 

To Fra 2 Icis Astonj 

Sir, Trinity College^ Cambridge, May 18 , 1668 . 

Since in your letter you give me so much liberty of spending 
my judgment about what may be to your advantage in travelling, 

I shall do it more freely than perhaps otbemise would have 
been decent. Fii'st, then, I wall laf down some general rules, 
most of which, 1 believe, you have considered already; but if 
any of them be new to you they may excuse the rest j if none at 
all, yet is my punishment more in writing than yours in reading. 

When you come into any fresh company, L Obserje their 
humours. 2. Suit youi' own carriage thereto, by which insinua¬ 
tion you will make their converse more free and open. 3. Let 
your discourse be more in queries and doubtinga, than peremptory 
assertions, or disputings, it being the design of travellers to 
learn, not to teacln Besides, it will persuade your acquaintance 
that you have the greater esteem of them, and so make them 
more ready to communicate what they know to you; whereas 
nothing sooner occasions disrespect and quarrels than perempto¬ 
riness. You will find little or no advantage in seeming wiser, 
or much moi'e ignorant, than your company. 4.^ Seldom dis¬ 
commend any thing, though never so bad, or do it but mode¬ 
rately, unless you be uncKpectedly forced to an unhandsome re¬ 
traction, It is safer to commend any thing more than it deserves, 
than to discommend a thing so much as it deserves j for com- 
mendatioDs meet not so often with oppositions, or at least are 
not usually so ill resented by men that think otherwise, as dis¬ 
commendations. And you will insinuate into men*s favour by 
nothing sooner than seeming to approve and commend what they 
like 5 but beware of doing it by a comparison. 5* yott be 
affronted, it is better in a foreign countiy to pass it by in silence 
and with a jest, though with some dishonour, than to endeavour 
revenge) for in the first case your credit's ne'er the worse; when 
you return into England, or come into other company, they 
have not heard of the quarrel. But in the second case, you may 
bear the marks of the quarrel while you live, if you outlive it at all. 
But if you find yourself unavoidably engaged, it is best, I think, 
if you can command your passion and language, to keep them 
pretty evenly, at some certain modeiute pilch; not much heighten¬ 
ing them to exasperate your adversary, or provoke his Mends, 
nor letting them grow overmuch dejected to make bun insult. 
In a word, if you can keep reason above passion, that and 
watchfulness will be your best defendants. To which purpose 
you may consider, that though such excuses as this, he proroked 
me so much I could not for bear, may pass among friends, yet 

^ This Letter, written when he was 27 years of a^e, to a youn^ gentle¬ 
man then entering upon his travels, whilst it ^ave rules for his friend's 
conduct, in some measure described his own. 

amongst 
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amongst strangely tliey are insignificant, and only argue a tra¬ 
veller's weakness. 

To these I may add some general heads for inquuies or ob¬ 
servations, such as at present 1 can think on. As 1, To observe 
the policies, wealth, and state-affairs of Nations, so fer as a solitaiy 
traveller may conveniently do. 9. Their impositions upon all 
sorts of people, tirades, or commodities, tliat are remarkable. 
S. Their laws and customs, how far they differ from ours. 4, Their 
trades and arts, wherein they excel, or come short of us in Eng¬ 
land. 5, Such fortifications as you shall meet with, their fashion, 
strength, and advantages for defence, and other such military 
affairs,as ai^e considerable, 6, Tlie power and respect belonging 
to their deg;rees of nobility, or magistracy. 7. It will not be 

time mis-spent to make a catalogue of the names and excellencies 
of Uiose men that ai'e most wise, learned, or esteemed in any 
nation. S, Observe the mechanism and manner of guiding shijis, 
9. Observe the products of nature in several places, especially in 
mines, witli tiie circumstances of mining, and of extracting 
metals, or minerals, out of their ore, and of refining themj 
and if you meet with any transmutations out of their own species 
into another (as out of iron into copper, out of any metal into 
quicksilver, out of one salt Into another, or into an insipid body^ 
&c,) 5 those, above all, will be woitlr your noting, being the 
most iuclferous, and many times lucnferous experiments too in. 
Philosophy. 10, The prices of diet and other things. 11. And 
the staple commodities of places. 

These generals (such as at present I could think of), if they 
will sen^e for nothing else, yet they may assist you in dm wing 
up a model to regulate your travels by. As for particulars, these 
that follow are all that I can now think of^ viz. Whether at Scliem- 
nitium in Hungaiy (where there ai'e mines of gold, copper, iron, 
vitriol, antimony, &c0 they change iron into copper by dis¬ 
solving it in a vitriolate water, which they find in cavities of 
locks in the mines, and then melting the slimy solution in a 
strong fire, ’ivhich in the cooling proves copper. The like is 
said to be done m other places, which 1 cannot notv remember; 
perhaps too it may be done in Italy ^ for about twenty oi^ thirtv 
years ago there was a certain vitriol came from thence (called 
Roman Vitriol), but of a nobler virtue than that which is now 
called by that nante; which vitriol is not now to be gotten, be¬ 
cause, perhaps, they make a ^eater gain by some such trick as 
turning iron into copper with it, than by selling it. 2. Whether 
in Hungary, Sclavonia, Bohemia, near the town Eila, or at the 
mountains of Bohemia near Silesia, there be rivers whose waters 
are impregnated with gold i peidiaps, the gold being dissolved by 
some corrosive waters, like aqua regis, and the solution carrietl 
along with the stream that runs through the mines. And whether 
the practice of laying mercuiy^ in the rivers till it be tinged with 
gold, and then sli-aining the merciu^ through leather that the 
gold may stay behind, Ije a secret yet, or openly pmetised. 

3. There 
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3. There is newly contrived In Holland a mill to grind glasses plane 
mthal, and 1 think polishing them too 5 perhaps it ^vill be worth 

the wliile to see it, 4 . There is in Holland one-Bony, 

who some years sinee was imprisoned by the Pope, to have ex¬ 
torted from him secrets (as 1 am told) of great worth, both aa 
to medicine and profit j but he escaped into Hoiland, where they 
have granted him a guard, 1 think he usually goes cloathed in 
green. Pray enquire what you can of him, and whether his 
ingenuity be any profit to the Dutch, You may inform yourself 
whether the Dutch have any tricks to keep their ships from being 
all worm-eaten in their voyages to the Indies j whether pendulum 
clocks do any service in finding out the longitude. See. 

I am very weary, and shall not stay to part with a long 
compliment j only 1 wish you a good journey, and God be with 
you* Is. Kewtom, 

Pray let us hear from you in your tiuvels, I have given your 
two books to Dr, Arrowsmith.” 


To Mr, Oldenburg, 

Sir, Trmit/ College, Fed. 10, 1071-2, 

** It was an esteem of the Royal Society, for most candid and 
able judges in philosophical matters encouraged me to present 
them with that discourse of Light and Colours 5 which since they 
have so favouiubly accepted of, I do earnestly desire you to 
return them my cordial thanks, 1 before thought it a great 
favour to be made a Member of that honourable Body § but I 
am now more sensible of the advantage; for believe me. Sir, 
I do not only esteem it a duty to concur with them in the pro¬ 
motion of real knowledge, but a great piivilege, that, instead of 
exposing discourses to a prejudiced and censorious multitude 
(by which means many tmths have been baffled and lost) I may 
with freedom apply myself to so judicious and impartial an 
assembly, 

“ As to the printing of that Lettei’, 1 am satisfied in their judg¬ 
ment, or else I should have thought it too stiuight and narrow 
for public view, I designed it only to those that know how to 
improve upon hints of things; and therefore, to shun tediousness, 
omitted many such remarks and experiments as migiit be collected, 
by considering the assigned laws of refractions; some of which, I 
believe, with the genei‘Sity of men, yet would be almost as faking 
as any I described. But yet, since the Royal Society have thought 
it fit to appear publicly, I leave it to their pleasure: and perhaps, 
to supply the aforesaid defects, I may send you some more of the 
experiments to second it (if it be so thought fit) in the ensuing 
Transactions, 

1 have no more, but to offer ray acknowledgments of your 
kindnesses in particular, and my thanks for the pains you are 
pleased to undertake in printing that Letter, 

^ ^ *S i r, 1 am vour fai th fu I servan t, L N e wt o k .' ' 

To 
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To Mr. John Collins. 

SiKj Cambridgej May 1673* 

Your kindness to me in proffering to promote the edition 
of niy Lectures^ which Dr. Ban'ow told you of, I reckon among 
the gi’eatestj considering the muftitude of business in which you 
are involved. But I have now determined othenvise of them^ 
finding already by that little use 1 have made of the press, that 
I shall not enjoy my former serene libeity ’till 1 have done with 
which I hope will be so soon a^ 1 have made good what is 
already extant on my account. Yet 1 may possibly complete the 
discourse of resolving problems by infinite series, of which I wrote 
the hEtier half the last ChrishnaSi with intention that it should 
accompany my lectures j but it proves larger than I expected, 
and is not yet finished.” 

In another Letter to the same gentleman, dated Stoake^ July 
13, 167^, Sir Isaac Newton says, 1 tliink I told you that I had 
altered my resolution of piinting my Dioptric Lectures. And for 
the exercise about Infinite Series I am not yet resolved, not 
knowing when I shall proceed to finish it. 

This day fortnight L received your Letter, accompanied with 
part of the remains of Mr. Horrox's two tracts of Honorato 
Fabri, imd four or five copies of a Synopsis of Mr. Kersey’s 
Algebra. For these, and Dr. Wallis's Mechanics, together with 
many other civilities, I must acknowledge your obligingness and 
affection to me, and shall be ever ready to testify as much. Nor 
is your mathematical intelligence less gi'ateful; for I am very glad 
that Dr. Barrow’s book is abroad j and that the world will enjoy 
the wTitings of the excellent astronomers Mr. Horrox and Heve- 
lius, and those complete mathematicians Monsieur Huygens and 
Slusius.-^T/fC book here in the press Varenius^s Geography^ for 
which I ham described sekimies ; end 1 suppose it will be finished 
about su" weeks hence. The addiSions to Kinchhuy$ 071 's I 

have tong since augmented with what I intended, and particularly 
with a discourse concerning Invention^ or the way of bringing Pto~ 
hiems to an Equation: and these are at your command. If you 
ham not determined any thing about t/iein, / may possibly kereafteT 
review tkenij and print them with the discourse concerning Infinite 
Series, —The copies of the Synopsis of Mr. Kersies Algebra, I 
have communicated to our Mathematicians, but meet not with 
any subscriptions^ However, to encourage the undertaking, I 
shall subscribe for one, and hope ere long to send you another or 
two.—For my tardiness in returning you this answer, I have no 
excuse, but that 1 staid four or five days in hopes to send you 
some of those subscriptions 5 and being intent upon the duty 
of this Term, the time slipped on faster than I was aware of. But 
' 1 promise myself by your so much testified friendship, that you 
will pardon it, and believe that 1 think myself really. 

Your most obliged debtor, L Newton, 

“ There are three more of Kersie s books of Algebra desired in 
Cambridge; for which, at present, you may subscribe my name.” 

To 
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To Mr* Oldenburg- 

SiH^ Cambridgej Feb, 15j 1675-5* 

I thank you for givings me notice of the objection which 
some have made* If I understand it right, they mean, that colour 
may proceed from the different pulses or rays of light may have 
as they come irmnediately from the Sun* But, if this be their 
meaning, they propound not an objection, but an hypothesis, 
to explain my theory* For the better understanding of this, 1 
shall desire you to consider, tliat I put not the different rehnn- 
gibility of rays to the internal or essential cause of colours, but 
only the means whereby mys of different coloui’s ai'e separated* 
Neither do I say what is that cause, either of colour or of differ¬ 
ent refrangibility, but leave these to be explained by hypotheses, 
and only say, that rays which differ In colour, differ also in re¬ 
frangibility, and that different refiangibility conduces to the pro¬ 
duction of colour no other way than by causing a different re- 
fraction, and thereby a separation of those rays which had dif- 
icrent colours before, but could not appear in their own colours 
till they were separated. Suppose red and blue powders, as 
minium and bise, were equally mixed, the compound would be 
neither a good red, nor a good blue, but a middling dirty colour* 
Suppose further, this mix toe was put into water, and after the 
water had been well stiiTed, the powders left to subside ] if the 
red was much more ponderous than the blue, it would subside 
fastest, and leave most of the blue to subside after it, and by 
consequence, tlie heap would appear red at bottom, and blue at 
top, and of intermediate colours between* Here then are various 
colours produced out of a dirty colour, by means of differant 
gravity, and yet that different gravity not the internal cause of 
those colours, but only the cause of the separation of the par¬ 
ticles of several colours* And so it is in the production of colours 
by the prism j the different refrangibility of rays is no otherwise 
the cause of colours in this case, than the different gravity of 
the powders was in the other j it only causes a divers refraction of 
the rays, originally qualified, to exhibit divers colours, and by 
that divers refraction they are separated, and when separated 
they must needs exhibit each their own colours, which they could 
not do while mixed* Had I supposed different refrangibility the 
internal cause of colours, it would have been strangely precarious, 
and scarcely intelligible, but to make it only tlie cause of the 
separation of rays endowed with different colours, is nothing hut 
experiment, and all that I have asserted in my writings* In like 
manner, where I make different reflexlbility the cause of colours 
(as in the use of thin transparent plates), I say not that it is 
their internal cause, but only the means of their separation; for 
I apprehend that ^1 the phsenomena of colours in the world re¬ 
sult from nothing but separations, or mixtures of different rays, 
and that different refrangibility and reflexibility, are only the 
means by ■which these separations or mixtures are made* This 
being apprehended, I presume you will easily see that you have 
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not sent me an objection^ but only an hypothesis^ to explain 
my theory by* 

I thank you for your account of Mr* Eerkhenshaw's scale of 
musick, though 1 have not so much skill in that science as to 
understand it well* I remain. Sir, 

Your most humble servant. Is* Newton,'* 


To Mr* John Collins, 

" Sir, Cambridge^ Sept* 5, 1676* 

I received the packet you sent, and return the manuscript 
pa})er 3 with my thanks for them, and for Mr, Freuill's book, 

""In your paper about Mi\ Gregory, I have presumed to rase 
out two things, as you will perceive ^ the first, because, though 
about Jiue year^ ago I wrote a discourse, in which 1 explained ike 
doctrine of Injlnite Equations, yet 1 have 7iot hitherto read it, hut 
keep it by me; the last, because in my general method, mentioned 
in your fourth section, I have occasion to make use of no other 
way of extracting the roots of aifected Equations, than you are 
already acquainted with, 

"" If you should have occasion to see Dr* Pell, or (if he be not 
at Loodon) to write to him at any time, pray present my service 
to him, and let him know, that I know not how far Mr. Gregory 
has improved the method of Infinite Series; yet so far as 1 know 
any thing of it, 1 account it of no great advantage for resolving 
affected Equations in numbers. Some use it may have some-^ 
times this way, but 1 neither invented it, nor recommend it 
much for this end, but for extending Algebra to such sort of 
pnvblenis, as the common ways of computing extend not to* 
And therefore his method of resolving Equations interfering so 
little with mine, I could wish (even though they interfered much 
more) that he would not stay the publishing of mine, as I per¬ 
ceive by one of the papers you sent me he does, for I would not 
be an instrament of hindering the publiek so long, from enjoying 
a thing so valuable* 

"'As for the paper I sent about Infinite Series, 1 know not 
whether it will be proper to print it; I leave it to your dbcretionv 
In my apprehension it may do as well to suppress it; but, if 
you think otherwise, I desire you to give me notice before it go to 
the press, because of altering an expression or two* Mr. Baker's 
patience, as well as his skill, I admire; his method, I see, is to 
find first, X, the sum of the four quantities, and then the quan¬ 
tities severally, which I think is the method you were suggesting 
to me at London* The other problem, 1 think, I told you re¬ 
quired no art, but much calculation to resolve it, and therefore 
I have never thought of it since 1 saw you* There is nothing 
requisite to the solution but this ; to find tw^o equations expres¬ 
sing the nature of the two curve lines, supposing tlieir bases 
coincident, and their ordinates parallel 3 and putting the same 
letter, suppose JY, for the bases in both equations, and another 
letter, suppose Y, for the ox^dinates to exterminate one of those 

lettersi 
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lettei'sj for the resulting^ equation will give you the resulting 
vafor of the other letter; which valoi's limit all the intellection 
points of the two curves* 

I doubt I shall put you to too much trouble to transcribe 
Mr* Leibnitz's letter, if it be so long; and therefore I shall desire 
you only to send me a general account of it, with such passages 
as you think may concern me, if there be any thing that con¬ 
cerns me* Sir, 1 am 

Y 0 ur hu mble serva nt, I s * N e w t o n * 


To Mr. John Aubrey. 

Sir, Collegej Dec. 23, 16S3. 

“ I acquainted our College with the contents of your Letter ^ 
but the chuTge of building disables us from buying books at pre¬ 
sent. Then I went to the Vice-chancellor 5 and he desires to 
know whereabouts the price will be for the whole, and after¬ 
wards to have a catalogue* We know not yet whether the Uni- 
I'ersity wifi purchase them, their chest being at pi’esent very loiv; 
but intend to submit it to the Heads of Colleges the nejet oppor¬ 
tunity, With my thanks for your Jetter, I remain 
^" Your affec donate fr ien d and h umble servant, I s. Ne w t o n 


To Mr, Flamstiad. 

" Sir, Trinitij Collegej Oct, 14, 16S5. 

“I have your two Lettera, and return you my hearty thanks. 
Your observations of the comet being so exact, will save me a 
great deal of pains. I shall Jiave no need to give you farther 
Trouble at present; but after a while, I believe I may have occa¬ 
sion to beg your farther assistance. My question about the flux 
and reflux of the sea, was concerning the quantity, not the time ^ 
cii. how much the afflux or perjtendicular ascent of the water is 
greater at. the new and full moon than at the quarlei's, about 
the time of the solstices, when the spring-tides are least j and also 
how much the one is greater than the other, about the time of the 
equinoxes, when the spring tides are gi'catest. Bur, I fear this 
being no part of your design, you have not observed it. Sir, 1 am 
Your most obliged and humble servant. Is. Newton.’* 

Testimonial of Sir Isaac Newton in favour of Dr. Gregory, 
dated London^ Julg 1691 . 

Being desired by Mr. David Gregorie, Mathematick Pro¬ 
fessor of the Co I ledge in Edinburgh, to testifie my knowledge of 
him, and having known him by hfs printed Mathematical Per- 
foi'mances, and by discoursing with travellers from Scotland, 
and of late by convei'sing with himj I do account him one of 
the most able and judicious Mathematicians of his age now living. 
He is 'i ery well skilled in Analysis and Geometry, both new and 
old. He has been conversant in the best writers about Astronomv, 
and understands that science very well. He is not only acquainted 
with books, but his invention in ft^Iathematical things is also 
\oL. IV. E good. 





50 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


good. He has pt^rfornied his duty at Edinburgh with credit, as 
I hear, and advanced the mathematicks. He is I'eputed the 
greatest Mathematician in Scotland, and that deservedly, so to 
as my knowledge reaches, for I esteem him an ornament to his 
country, and upon these accounts do recommend him to the 
Electors of the Astronomy Professor into the place in Oxford, 
now vacant. 

Sic suhscrihituTj Is. Newton, Math, Prof* Cantab*" 


To the Rev* Dr* Richard Bentley, at the Bishop of Worcester's 
House, in Park Street, Westminster. 

"Sir, ^Cambridgej Dec. 10, 1699* 

** When I wrote my Treatise about our System I had an eye 
upon such principles as might work with considering men for 
the belief of a Deity, and nothing caif rejoice me more than to 
find it useful for that purpose. But, if I have done the publick 
any service this way, it is due to nothing but iiidustiy and patient 
thought. 

“ As to your fii^t <|uery, it seems to me, that if the matter of 
our Sun and Planets, and all the matter of the Univei'se were 
evenly scattered throughout all the Heavens, and every particle 
had an innate gravity towards all the rest, and the whole space, 
throughout which this matter was scattered was but finite, the 
matter on the outside of this space would, by its gravity, tend 
towards all the matter on the inside, and by consequence fall 
down into the middle of the whole space and there compose one 
great spherical mass* But if the matter was evenly disposed 
throughout an infinite space, it would never convene into one 
mass, but some of it convene into one mass, and some into ano¬ 
ther, so as to make an infinite number of great masses, scattered 
at great distances from one to another throughout all that infi¬ 
nite space. And thus might the Sun and fixed stars be formed, 
supposing the matter were of a lucid nature. But how the mat¬ 
ter should divide itself into two sorts, and that part of it which 
is fit to compose a shining body, should fall down into one mass 
and make a sun, and the rest which is lit to compose an opaque 

^ Dr.Bedttey had been appointed to preach the first course of Sermons 
of Mr. Boyle^s Lecture j and being intent to make the best figure he 
could on that occasion, he applied to Mr. Newton fur the solution of a dif¬ 
ficulty which he.bad met with, in an argument urged by Lucretius, to 
prove the eternity f>f the world from an hypothesis of derlvht^ the Frame 
of it by mechanical principles, 'from matter endued with an lunate priu- 
eiple of gravity, evenly spread through the heavens* The hypotheiis 
being inconsistent with Sir Isaac’s system of the w orld, as laid down and 
lemonstrated in the Printipittf had been very little considered by him 
before this application, Howtfver, he easily satisfied all the Doctor^s 
queries upon the subject with great clearness ^ and it may be observed, 
that, as l>r* Bentley established his fame by these Sermons at Boyle’s lec* 
ture, so that happiness was entirely owing to the assistance, public and 
private, which be received from Mr* Newton. 

body 
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body should coalesce, not into one great body, like the shining 
matter, but into many little ones; or if the Sun was at first an 
opaque body like the planets, or the planets lucid bodies like the 
sun, how he alone should be changed into a shining body, wliilst 
aU they continue opaque, or all they be changed into opaque 
ones whilst he lemains unchanged, 1 do not think explicable by 
mere natural causes, but am forced to ascribe it to the counsel 
and contrivance of a voluntary agent, 

"" The same power, whether natural or supernatural, which 
placed the Sun in the center of the six primary planets, placed 
Saturn in the center of the orbs of his five secondary planets, 
and Jupiter in the center of his four secondary planets, and tlie 
Earth in the center of the Moon's orb 5 and therefore liad this 
cause been a blind one, without contiivance or design, the Sun 
would have been a body of the same kind with Saturn, Jupiter, 
and the Earth, that is, without light and heat. Why there is 
one body in our system, qualified to give l^ht and heat to all 
tlie rest, 1 know no reason, but because the author of the system 
tiiougbt it convenient; and why there is but one body of this 
kind I know’ no reason, but because one was sufficient to warm 
and enlighten all the rest: for the Cartesian hypothesis of Suns 
losing their light, and then turning into comets, and comets 
into planets, can have no place in iny System, and is plainly 
erroneous; because it is certain that as often as they appear to 
ua, they descend into the system of our planets, lower than the 
orb of Jupiter, and sometimes lower than the orbs of Venus and 
Mercury, and yet never'stay here, but always return from the 
Sun with the same degrees of motion by which they approached 
him. 

To your second queiy, 1 answer, that the motions which 
the planets now have could not spring from any natural cause 
alone, but were impressed by an intelligent agent; for, since 
comets descend into the region of our planets, and here move 
all manner of ways, going sometimes the same way with the 
planets, sometimes the contrary way, and sometimes in cross 
ways, in planes inclined to the plane of the Ecliptick, and at all 
kinds of angles, 'tis plain that there is no natural cause which 
could detennine all the planets, both primary and secondary, to 
move the same way and in the same plane, without any consi¬ 
derable variation; this must have been the effect of counsel. Nor 
is there any natural cause %vhich could give the planets those just 
degrees of velocity, in jiroportion to their distances from the Sun 
and other central bodies, which were requisite to make them 
move in such concentrick orbs about those bodies. Had the 
planets been as swift as comets in proportion to their distances 
from the Sun (as they would have been, had their motion been 
caused by their gravity, whereby the matterj afTEe^st formation 
of the planets, might fall from the remotest regions tow'ards the 
Sun) they would not move in concentrick orbs, but in such eccen- 
trick ones as the comets* move in. Were all the planets as swift 

£ S as 
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as Mercuryj lU' as slow as Saturn or lus satellites j oi‘ were their 
several velocities otherwise much greater or less than they are, 
as they might have been had they arisen from any other cause 
than their gt avities 3 or had the distances from the centers about 
which they move been greater or less than they are with the same 
Telocities; or had the quantity of matter in the Sun, or in Saturn, 
Jupiter and the Earth, and by consequence their gravitating 
power, been greater or less than it is | the primary planets could 
not Itave revolved about the Sun, nor the secondary ones about 
Saturn, Jupiter, and the Earth in concentrick circles, as they do, 
but would hai'e moved in hyperbolas or parabolas, or in ellipses 
very eccentrick. To make this system, therefare, with all its 
niotionsj required a cause Which understood and compared toge- 
tficr the quantities of matter in the several bodies of the Sun and 
planets, and the gravitating powers resulting from thence, the 
ficveral distances of the primary planets from the Sun, and of tlie 
secondary ones from Saturn, Jupitei', and the Earth 3 and the 
velocities with which these planets could revolve about those 
quantijries of matter in the centred bodies j and to compare and 
adjust all these things together, in so great a variety of bodies, 
argues that cause to be not blind and fortuitous, but veiy well 
skilled in mcchanicks and geometry'. 

To your third query, I aiiswer, that it may be represented 
that the Sun may, by heating those planets most which are 
nearest to him, cause thein to be better concocted and more con¬ 
densed by concoction. But when 1 consider that our Earth is 
much more heated in its bowels below the upper clTist, by sub¬ 
terraneous fermentations of mineral bodies, than by the Sun, I 
see not why the interior parts of Jupiter and Saturn might not 
be as rmicb heated, concocted, and coagulated by those fermenta¬ 
tions as our Earth is ; and therefore this various density should 
have some <Jther cause than the various distances of the planets 
fiotn tile Sun. And I atn confitmed in this opinion by con- 
sideiin^ thiit tlie plnnets ot Jupiter nnd Saturn, as they ate 
larcr than the rest, so tiiey are vastly greater, and contain a far 
£^'reatcr t^nautity oi ntatter, and have many satellites about them, 
which cpiali heal ions surely arose not from their being placed at 
.so gieat a distance from the Sun, hut were rather the cause why 
the Creator placed tliem at a great distance: for by their gravi¬ 
tating potvers tliey disturb one another’s motions very sensiblv, 
as I find by some late obserations of Mr. Flamstead; and had they 
been placed much nearer to the Sun and to one another, they 
would by the same powers have caused a considerable disturbance 
m the whole System, 

^ To your fourth query, 1 answer, that in the hypothesis of 
vortices, the inclination of the a^iis of the Earth might in my 
upmion be ascribed to the situation of the Earth^s vortex before 
it was absorbed by the neighbouring vortices, and the Earth 
turned from a Sun to a comet; but this inclination ought to de¬ 
crease constantly in compliance with the motion of tfie Eartlfs 

vortex, 
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\?ortex* ^vli05e axis is much less incliJied to the EcJipLichj as ap¬ 
pears by the motion of the moon candied about therein- If the 
Sun, by his rays, could carry about the planets, yet I do not see 
how he could thereby effect their diurnal motions. 

'^Lastly, ! see nothing extraordinaiy in the inclination of the 
Earth's axis for proving a Deity^ unless you will urge it as a con¬ 
trivance for Winter and Suaimei j and for making the Earth 
habitable towards the Poles ^ and that the diurnal rotations of the 
Sun and planetsj as they could hardly arise from any cause purely 
mechanical, so by being determined all the same way with the 
annual and menstrual motions, they seem to make up that har¬ 
mony in the System, which, as I explained above, w^as the ef¬ 
fect of choice rather than chance. 

There is yet another argument for a Deity, which I take to 
be a very strong one; but, till the principles on which it \% 
grounded be better received, I think it more advisable to let it 
sleep. I am, 

“ Your most humble sen^aot to command. 

Is. Newton.” 


To the Kev, Dr. Bentley, at the Palace at lYoix^estcn 

Irin.CQlL Jan.ir, 1G92-3. 

i agree with you that if matter evenly diffused through a 
finite space, not spherical, should fall into a solid mass, this 
mjiss would affect the figure of the whole space, provided it were 
not soft like the old chaos, but so hard and solid from the be¬ 
ginning, that the weight of its protuberant parts could not make 
it yield to their pressure. Yet by eaithquakes loosening the parts 
of this solid, the protuberances might sometimes sink a little by 
their ^veiglit, and thereby the mass might by degrees approach 
a spherical figure- 

** The reason why matter evenly scattered through a finite space 
would convene in the midst, you conceh e the same tvitb me ^ but 
that there should be a centml jiartide, so accurately placed in 
tlie middle, as to be always equally attracted on all sides, and 
1 hereby continue without motion, seems to me a supposition fully 
as bard as to make the sharjicst needle stand upright on its point 
upon a looking-glass ; for if the very mathematical center of the 
central ]>anicle be not accurately in the very mathematical center 
of the attractive power of the whole mass, the particle \vi\l not 
he alt meted equally on all sides. And much harder is it to sufi- 
pose all die particles in an infinite space should be so acciimtely 
jioised one among another as to stand still in a perfect equilibrium: 
for I reckon this as hard as to make not one needle only, but an 
infinite number of them (so many as there are particles in an 
infinite space) stand accurately poised upon their points. Y'et I 
grant it possible, at least by a divine power i and if they were 
once to be placed, I agree with you that they wouhi continue hi 
that posture without motion for ever, unless put into new moiiun 

by 
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by Uie same power- When therefore I said that matter evenly 
spread through all spaces would convene by its gravity into one 
or more gr 4 at masses, I understood it of matter not resting in 
an accurate poise. 

But you argue, in the next paragraph of your Letter, that 
every particle of matter in an infinite space has aji infinite quan¬ 
tity of matter on all sides, and by consequence an infinite attrac¬ 
tion every way, and therefore must rest in equilibrio, because 
all infinites are equal- Yet you suspect a paralogism in this 
argument, and I conceive the paralogism lies in the position that 
all infinites are equal. Tlie generality of mankind consider infi¬ 
nites no other ways than indefinitely; and in this sense they say 
all infinites are equal j though they would speak moi'e truly if they 
should say they are neither equal nor unequal, nor have any 
certain difference or proportion one to another- In this sense, 
tlierefore, no conclusions can be drawn from them about the 
equality, proportions, or diffemices of tilings j and they that 
attempt to do it, usually fall into paralogisms- So when men 
argue aga^inst the infinite divisibility of magnitude, by saying, 
that if an inch may be divided into an infinite number of parts, 
the sum of those parts will be an inch ^ and if a foot may be di¬ 
vided into an infinite number of parts, the sum of those parts 
must be a foot; and therefore, since all infinites are equal, those 
sums must be equal, that is, an inch equal to a foot. 

The falseness of the conclusion shews an error in tlie pre¬ 
mises 5 and the error lies in the position that ail infinites areequak 
There is therefore another way of considering infinites, used by 
mathematicians 5 and that is under certain definite restrictions 
and limitations, whereby infinites are determined to have cer¬ 
tain difierences or proportions, to one another. Thus Dr- Wallis 
considers them in his ^ Arithmetica Infinitorum,’ where, by the 
various proportions of infinite sums, he gathers the various pro¬ 
portions of infinite magnitudes, which way of arguing is gene- 
raliy allowed by mathematicians, and yet would not be good 
were all infinites equal. According to the same way of considering 
infinites, a mathematician would tell you, that though there be 
an infinite number of infinitely little parts in an inch, yet there 
is tw'elve times that number of such parts in a foot | that is, the 
infinite number of those parts in afoot is not equal to, but twelve 
times bigger than the infinite number of them in an inch. And 
so a mathematician will tell you, that if a body stood in equiii- 
brio between any twu equal and contrary attracting infinite forces, 
and if to either of these Ibrces you add any new finite atti'acting 
force, that new force, how little so ever, will destroy their equi¬ 
librium, and put the body into the same motion into winch it 
would put it were those two contrary equal forces but finite or 
even none at all ^ so that in this case tw^o equal infinites, by the 
addition of a finite to either of them, become unequal in our 
%vays of reckoning s and after these ways we must reckon, if fi‘om 
the consideration of infinites w'e would alwavs draw true con¬ 
clusions- " To 
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To the last part of your letter, I answer, first, that if the 
Earth (wthout the Moon) were placed any where with its center 
in the orbis magiins, and stood still there without any gratitation 
or pi ojection, and then at once were infused into it, both a gra- 
vitating energy towards the Sun and a transverse impube of a 
just quantity moving it directly in a tangent to the orbis tnagnus j 
the compounds of this attraction and projection would, accord* 
Lng to my notion, cause a circular revolution of the Earth about 
the Sun* But the transverse impulse must he of a just quantity j 
for, if it be too big or too Little^ it will cause tlie Earth to move 
in some other line. Secondly, I do not know any power in 
nature which would cause this transverse motion without the 
divine arm, Blondel tells us somewhere, in his Book of Bombs, 
that Plato affirms, that the motion of the planets is such as if 
they had all of them been created by God in some Region very 
remote from oui* System, and let fall from thence towards the 
Sun, and, so soon as they arrived at therr several orbs, their 
motion of fiilling turned aside into a transverse one j and this fa 
tnie^ supposing the gravitating power of the Sun iviis double at 
that moment of Ume in which they all ai’i ive at their several 
orbs; but then the divine power is here required in a double 
respect, namely, to turn the descending motion of the falling 
planets into a side motion, and at the same time to double the 
attmetive power of tlm Sun* So then gravity may put the planets 
into motion, but without the divine power it could never put 
them into a circulating motion as they have about the Sim; and 
therefore, for this, as well as other reasons, I am compelled to 
ascribe the fi'ame of this System to an Intelligent Agent. 

You sometimes speak of gravity as essential and inherent to 
matter* Pray do not ascribe that notion to me; for the cause 
of gravity is what 1 do not pretend to know, and therefore would 
take more time to consider of it. 

1 fear what 1 have said of infinites will seem obscure to you; 
but it is enoogh if you understand that infinites, when considered 
absolutely without any restriction or limitation, are neither equal 
nor unexjual, nor have any cenain proportion one to another, 
and therefore the principle that all. infinites are equal is a pre¬ 
carious one* Sir, I am your most humble servant. Is* Newton*"' 


“ For the He-p. Dr* Bentley, at the Palace at Worcester* 
SiH, Cambridge^ Fe^* 25, 1692-3* 

" Because you desire speed, I will answer your letter with 
what brevity I can. In the six positions you lay down in tlic 
beginning of youi- Letter, I agree w'ith you* Your assuming the 
Orbis Magnus 7000 diameters of the Earth wide, implies the 
Sun's horizontal parallax to be half a minute. Flam stead and 
Cassini have of late observed it to be about 10'", and thus the 
Orbis Magnus must be 21,OCX), or in a rounder number 20,000 
diamctei^ of the Eaith wide. Either computation, 1 think, will 
do well; and I think it not worth the while to alter your numbers* 

In 
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“ In the next [»art of your Letter you lay down four other posl- 
tions founded upon the six first. The first of these four seems 
very evident, supposing you take atti'action so generally as by it 
to understand any force by which distant bodies endeavour to 
come together without mechanical impulse. The second seems 
not so clear; for it may be said that Ihei’C might be other systems 
of worlds before the present ones, and others before those, and 
so on to all past eternity j and by consequence that gravity may be 
co-eternal to matter, and ha\ e the same efiect from ail eternity as 
at present, unless you have somewhere proved that old systems 
cannot gradually waste and pass into new ones, or that this system 
had not its original from the exhaling matter of former decaying 
systems, but from a chaos of matter, evenly dispersed through¬ 
out all space j for something of this kind, I think, you say was 
the subject of your sixth Sermon; and the growth of new systems 
out of old ones, without the mediatioii of a divine power, seems 
to me apjjarenlly absurd, 

“ The last clause of the second position I like vej y well* It is 
inconceivable that inanimate brute matter should, without the 
mediation of something else, which is not material, operate 
upon and affect other matter without mutual contact, as it must 
be, if giuvitation, m the sense of Epicurus, be essential and in¬ 
herent in it. xVnd this is one reason wiiy 1 desired you would not 
^evibe innate gravity to me. That gravity should be innate, 
inherent, and essential to matter, so that one body may act upon 
another at a distance thrt>ugh a vacuum without the mediation 
of any tiling else, by and through which their action and force 
may be conveyed from one to another, is to me so great an ab¬ 
surdity, thatl believe nounan who has in philosophical matters 
a competent faculty of thinking can ever fail into it. Gravity 
must be caused by an agent acting" constantly according to cer¬ 
tain laws; but whether this agent be inaterlal or immaterial, I 
have left to the considoratioa of my readers. 

" Your fourth assertion, that the world could not be formed by 
innate gmvity alone, you confirm by three arguments. But in 
your first argument you seem to make a Fetiiio Principii; for 
whereas many ancient Philpsmiliers and others, as well Theists 
as Atheists, have allowed th^^thera may be worlds and parcels 
of matter innumerable or infinite, you deny this by representing 
it as absurd a? that there should be positively an infinite arith¬ 
metical sum or number, which is a contradiction m termini^; 
but you do not prove it as absurd- Neither do you prove that 
what men mean by an infinite sum or number is a contiadiction 
in nature j for a contradiction in terminis implies no more than 
an impropriety of speech. Those things which men understand 
by improper and cotitradictious piirases nxay be sometimes really 
in nature without any contradiction at all. A silver ink-horn, 
a paper lanthorn, an iron whetstone, are absurd phi-asesj yet the 
things signified thereby are really in nature. If any man should 
^ay, that a number and a sum, to speak properly, is that which 

may 
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may be numberetl and summed, but things infinite ai'e number¬ 
less, nr, as %ve usually speak, innumerable and sumless or insum- 
mable, and therefore ought not to be called a number or sum, he 
will speak properly enough, and your argument against him will, 
I feai, lose its force. And yet, if any man shall take the words 
finmber and sum, in a larger sense, so as to understand thereby 
Ihiiu^s which in ihc proper way of speaking are numberless and 
sumfess (as you seem to do when you allow an infinite number 
of points hi a line) 1 could readily allow him the use of the con¬ 
tradictious phrases of an innumei’able number or sumless sum, 
without inferring from thence any absurdity in the thing he means 
by those phrases. How'cver, if by this, or any other argument, 
)OU bare proved the fmiteness ot the Universe, it follows that 
all matter would fall down from the outsides, and convene in the 
middle, Yet the matter in falling might concrete into many 
round massesj, like the bodies of the planets j and these, by attract- 
ting one another, might acquire an obliquity of descent, by means 
of which they might fall, not upon the great central body, but 
upon one side of it, and fetch a compass about, and then ascend again 
by the same steps and degi^ees of motion anti velocity with which 
they descended before, much after tlie manner that the comets 
revolve about the Sun; but a circular motion in concentric orbs 
about the Sun thev could never acquire by gravity alone. 

And though all the matter were divided at first into several 
systems, and eveiy^ system by a divine power constituted like ours^ 
yet wmuld the outside systems descend tow^ards the middlemost, 
so that tliis frame of tilings could not always subsist without a 
di\'ine power to conserv'e it, which is the second argument, and 
to your third 1 fully assent. 

As for the passage of Plato, there is no common place from 
whence all the planets being let fall, and descending with uniform 
and equal gravities (as Galileo supposes) w’ould at their anaval ta 
their several orbs acquire their several velocities, with which they 
now revolve in them. If we suppose the gravity of all^ the planets 
towards the Sun to be of such a quantity as it really is, and that 
the motions of the planets are turned upwards, evejy planet will 
ascend to twice its height from the sun, Saturn will ascend till 
he m twice as high from the Sun as he is at present, and no higher. 
Ju[dter will ascend as high again as at pi'csent, that is, a Uttkr 
above Che orb of Saturn. Mercuiy w ill ascend to twice his pre¬ 
sent height, that is, to the orb of Venus; and so of the lest j 
and then by falling down again from the places to wduch they 
ascended, they will arrive again at their sevci’al oihs with the 
same velocities they had at fii'st, and wdth which they now re^ ob e. 

But if, so soon as their motions by which they revolve are 
turned upwards, the gravitating powei" of the Sun, by which 
their ascent is perpetually retarded, be diminished by one half, 
they win now ascend perpetually, and all of them at all equal 
distances from the sun will be equally swift, BIcreury, when he 
aiTives to the orb of Venus, ^vlll be swift as Venus j and he and 
' Venus, 
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Venus, when they ai'rire at the orb of the Earth, will be as swift 
as the Earth ; and so of the rest. If they begin all of them to 
ascend at once, and ascend in the same line, they will constantly 
in ^cendmg become nearer and nearer together; and their 
motions will constantly approach to an etjuality, and become at 
length slower tlian any motion assignable. Suppose, therefore, 
that they ascended till they were almost contiguous, and their 
motions inconsiderably little, and that all their motions were at 
the same moment of time turned back again; or, which comes 
almost to the same thing, that they were only deprived of their 
motions and let fall at that time, they w'ould all at once arrive at 
their several orbs, each with the velocity it had at first - and if 
their motions were then turned sideways, and at the same time 
the gravitating power of the sun doubled, that it might be strong 
enough to retain them in their orbs, they would revolve in them 
as before their ascent. But, if the gravitating power of the Sun 
were not doubled, ttiey would go away from their orbs into the 
highest heavens in paiafaolical lines. These things follow from 
my Princ, Math. Lib. I. Prop. 33, 34, 36, 37. 

" I tliank you very kindly for your designed present; and rest, 
" Your most humble servant, to command. Is. Newton. 


To Mr, Fatio. 

« Cambridge, March 14, 1692-3, 

I have now received tlie box of i-u!crs, with your receipt of 
14L I sent you that money because I thought it was just; and, 
Bierefore you compliment me if you reckon it an obliAtion. 
The chamber next me is disposed of j but that which I w^ con¬ 
niving was, that since yom- want of health would not give you 
leare to undertake your design for a subsistence at London to 
make you such an allowance as might make your subsistence here 
easy to you. And, if your affairs in Switzerland be not so pressing 
but that without damage to them you may stay still some time 
in England (as your last letter gives me hopes), you will much 
dihge roe by returning hither. 1 hope you will have good advice 
before you venture upon the operation you speak of, I am. Sir, 
Your most affectionate friend and humble servant, 

Newton." 


■'To the Rev. Dr. Bentley, at (he Palace at Worcester. 

.1 ■ , Cambridge, Feb. n, 1695-4, 

The hypothesis of denving the frame of the world by me¬ 
chanical principles from matter evenly spread through the hea¬ 
vens, being inconsistent witli my system, I had considered it 

Iv lettei-s put me upon it, and therefore 

tioubk you with a line or two more about it, if this comes not 
too late for your use. ■ 

" In my former I represented that the diurnal rotations of the 
planets could not be derived from gravity, bm required a divine 
power 10 impress them. And though gravity might give the 

planets 
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planets a motion of descent towards iJie Snn^ eilhor directly or 
witli some little obliquity, yet the transverse motions by wJiicb 
they revolve in tbeir seveial orbs, lequu'ed the divine arm to im¬ 
press them according to the tangents of their orbs. I would now 
add, that the hypothesis of matters being at til'st evenly spread 
through (be heavens, is, in my opinion, inconsistent with the 
hypothesis of innate gravity^ without a supernatoi'al power to 
reconcile them, and therefore it infers a Deity: for if there be 
innate gravity, it is impossible now for the matter of the Eartli 
and all the planets and stars to fly up from them, and become 
evenly spread throughout all the heavens without a supernatoral 
power» and certainly that w'hich can never be hereafter without 
a supernatural power, could never be heretofore without the 
same power* 

You queried w'betber matter evenly spread throughout a finite 
space, of some other figure than spherical, would not in falling 
down towards a central body, cause that body to be of the same 
figure with the whole space, and I answered, yes. But in my 
answer it is to be supposed that the matter descends directly 
downwards to that body, and that f hat body has no diurnaJ rotation* 

This, Sir, is all I wtmld add to ray former Letters* 

I am your most humble servant. Is, NB\vTO&f* 


To Sir Hans Sloaxe* 

Dear Sir, Jmuin Sireetj Sept, 14, 1705* 

I beg the favour of you to get Mr, Hawksbee to bring his 
airqiump to iny house, and then I can get some pliilosapliical 
persons to see his experiments, who will otherwise be difficultly got 
together* But first know’ when Lord Pembroke can be at leisure, 
and let me know the time, and let Mr. Hawksbee bring his pump 
that evening by a porter, and 1 will give him two guineas for 
his pains* I aui your most humble servant. Is* Newton*** 

“Sir, Jermttt Streei, Mondmjj Sept, 17, 1705* 

My Lord Halifax, the Aithbishop of Dublin, and Mr. Roberts, 
are out of town; and therefore I desire that Mr* Hawksbee*s shew¬ 
ing Ids expeiiments here may be put off for a while, 

“ I am your most humble servant. Is, Newton*" 

Sir, Tuesdaif Night, 

My Lord Pembroke has appouitcd Thursday a little before 
six in the afternoon, to introduce us to the Prince, And there¬ 
fore I beg the fai'our that you would be in the ante-clsamber on 
the Prince's side about a qualter before six, where you will meet 
me and others of the Society, 

“ I am your most humble servant. Is. Newton.*' 

Sir, 

I thank you for giving me timely notice of the caveat, and 
think we should stick at no charge for defending tiie legacy. 
What money shall be wanting for this pmpose 1 'il advance till 
the Council shall be called. If you see Dr. Harwood before me, 
praydcsiie him to have an eye upon this inatier* I do not know 

the 
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the methQ(i of proceeding in these cases; but he can tell us- I will 
take the first opportunity to inform myself of what is to be done, 
“ I ana your most humble obedient servaiiti Is. Newton.” 

Tuesday Night. 

Lady Betty Gayer being engaged for to-morroWj and at 
liberty on Monday or Tuesday^ 1 beg the favour we may wait on 
you on either of those days at three o’clock, and that you will let 
us know which of those two days you ai'e most at leisure. 

I am your most humble servant^ Is. Newton/* 

“ Wednesday Noon. 

** I am glad Sir Christopher and Mr. Wren like the housed, and 
hope they like the price also. I have inclosed a note to Mr- Hunt, 
to call a Council on Saturday next at twelve o'clock, and beg tlic 
favour that you would send to him by the porter who brings 
you this. 1 am your most humble servant. Is. Newton/* 


To Mr. PEKciyAL. 

Sir, London^ May 12, 1725. 

I desire you to acquaint John Groves, and the rest of the 
neighboui'B in the parish of Cols ter worth and Wolsthorpe, that 
1 agree to the design proposed to me, of bringing their commons 
to a rule; suppose, by allowing eighty sheep-commons to a farm, 
and ten to an ancient cottage, and settling the beast commons 
according to ancient right, to be set down in a list of them j and 
where any dispute arises, the commons may be proportioned to 
the annual value of the farm or cottage. And 1 should be glad 
to see the setllement finished. There ai’e one hundred and twenty 
sheep commons due to me by ancient right, on account of the 
royalty. I am, &c. Isaac Newton/* 


To the Eev, Mr. Thomas Mason f. 

Reverend Sir, 

A bad state of health makes me averse E’om minding business. 
I tlilnk I told Mr. Robert Newton 1 would give twelve jmuitds 
towanls the charge of erecting a gallery in your church, and de¬ 
sired him to pay at next Lady-day, in part thereof, the year*s 
rent of a close which he holds of me in Buckminster at 6L per 
annum, the year then expiring. And 1 have desired John Newton, 
of \^'olsthoipe, to pay to you towards the same charge, the rent 
which will be due to me at Lady-day next, for a close of per 
annum, in the fields of Colsterworth, next Easton. Taxes must 
be deducted. And when you have received these two sums, pray 
let me know what they amount unto. I am. 

Your most humble and obedient servant, Isaac New^ton/* 

^ The house purchased for the Royal Society in Crane Court, Fleet-street. 
f Thomas Mason, B. D, was presented to the Rectory of Colsterworth 
iu 1720 ; and is thus briefly recorded on a toiiib m the church-vard: 

** Depositum Thomas Mason, huius Ecclesi® pastons, 
obiit Sep, 17, setatis 71/' 
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" SiEj Londoji, Maif 1^, 1725, 

“ I am very glad to understand that the galJeiy in j^our church 
is finished to your mind. And as for the IL 14.s. 4d, which remains 
in your hands over and above the Y2L which I gave towarrJs 
you may apply it lo the use of the young people of the parish 
that are learning to sing Psalms, as you deshe, I have herein 
sent you an acquittance, vvliich 1 desire you to deliver to my 
cousin Robert Newton, for his year's rent. I am your most 
Jiumbleand your most obedient servant, Isaac Nevvtosj*" 

“ Rev. Sir, Londont Ma^ 10, 1726. 

I am indebted to you for your trouble in getting the floor of 
your church to be repaired j anrl have sent you a note, drawm 
upon my cousin Robert Newton, to pay you three pounds out of 
such money as he liath of mine in his bands, and to take your 
receipt in discharge for the same. ! hope you have tinisbed the 
floor according to your mind ; and j eniain 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Isaac Newton,” 

Srpv, London, Feb. 4, 17SG-7. 

1 have procured some assays to be made of the pieces of ore 
which your friend at W^olsthoqje left with me when you were last 
at London j and they hold no metal, but run into a black brittle 
substance, without one grain of malleable metal therein. You 
may please to acquaint the owner of those pieces of ore with the 
success of tlio assays which 1 have procured to be made'^'. 

I am. Sir, your most Iiumble and most obedient servantj 

“ Isaac Newton,” 

In 1754 were published Two T^ettei’s of Sir Isaac New¬ 
ton to Mr. JjCi Clerc, late Divinity Professor of the Remonstrants 
in Holland t;” the first of \vhich is a Dissertation on the 6th, 
7th, 8th, and 9th vei^es of the fimt Epistle of St. John. Sir 
Isaac quotes innaroerable passages from the ancient controver¬ 
sial writers, to in'ove that the text originally stood thus ? It is 
the S]iirit that beaj'eth witness, because the Spirit is truth, for 
there ate tliree that bear record, the Spiiit, the Water, and the 
Bloody and these tliree agree in one,” He also affirms that this 
reading stands in the oldest and most authentic MSS* and endea- 
i^ours to account for the interpolation. 

The second is a Dissertation on the 16th vei^se of the 3d chapter 
of the 1st of Timothy: And without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness -. God manifest in the flesh,” &c. 5 in which 
he endeavours to prove that the text has been corrupted by the 
substitution of ©C the abbreviation of for o j he has also 
pointed out the lime when, and the person by whom, the altei'a- 
tion was made, which, he says, renders a plain passage obscure. 

Sir Isaac Newton died in the month fqllowing, in his Both year. 

7 The original MS. of these Letters is saiil to be still preserved in the 
Library of the Remonstrants in lioUand, where it was lodged by M. Le 
Clerc, to whom it was sent hy the ^reat Mr. Locke, and is in his hatid- 
writiiig. See Gent. IMag. vob XXTV* p. 143. 

An 
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An Original Letter of Sir William Ducdale^*", 

To my very worthy Friead Mr* John Reppbs* 

“ Dear SiRj 10, 1654* 

I received yours (which came by this bearer) j and account 
myselfe not a little obliged to you for taking the oportunity to 
let me hear from you soe soon again; for I thinke it is not much 
above a weeke since I recei^ ed your last* As for the ' JVIouasticon,* 
as in my answere to your last T told you, it will not be ready be¬ 
fore the next Teime, and then (God willing) shall I take care to 
send you one* Indeed you rightly apprehend the paynes I have 
taken to bring the worke to what it is, for it hath wholy rested 
on my shoulders ; nay 1 can manifest it sufficiently, that at least 
a full third part of the coUection is mync, what from the Tower 
Records, where I spent 4 months about it, and from Sir Tho* 
Cotton's Library, out of which alt tliat it had was gathered by me, 
and from a multitude of other places; therefore Mr, Rush worth, 
who is a most ingenuous gentleman, and without whose helpe, 
I meane as to tlie money business, w'e should never in these 
times have got the worke to light, considering how great a share 
I had therein, would not by any means but that 1 should be 
named with Mr, Dodsworth in the title-page as a joynt collector 
of the materialls, which you will, I hope, see accordingly done, 
If this volume doe goe of well, then shall wc (God giving me life 
and health) goe on with the second, towards which the suhstance 
of the material Is are already gathered, and in my hands; which 
will contcyne the Canons Regular of St, Augustine, PremOnstra- 
tenses. Hospitalers, Templai^s, Gilbert!lies, and Trinitarians; and 
perhaps the Secular Canons ; I meane those in the Cathedrall 
churelies ivhere monkes were not, and Collegiate* 

" Before the end of January I shall begin to print my own 
worke, I hope; having at length dealt with a Printer myselfe 

at *., *.. ^. the Stationers will not adventure on it 

for great risk. I wrote to you lately, by Sir Sp. Comp¬ 

ton’s ser\'ant, in the behalfe of a friend, to recomend him to some 
employment under the Duke of Yoi ke, or in some militaiy way, 
wherein you will much oblige me. In a few days hence I am 
for the countiT for a month ; soe that by the time I returne I 
hope to heare againe feom you* 

I shall remember you to the old Poet when I see him. 

This day I saw your friend Mr, Peirce, who presents his 
service affectionately to you, but as yet would not have you 
write to him, 

" Sir, 1 heartily wish yoli all happinesse; and rest 

Your most obliged servant, W. D,” 

^ I am aware that this is travelling farther back thaTi the Eighieenih 
r.chtury; but the curiosity of the Letter is a sufficient apology. 


Documents 
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Documents respecting the Gift of the Norfolk 
Library to the Royal Society*. 

To Mr. Robert Hooke. 

“ Sir, Heralds Office^ 25 " Juny, 1678 . 

“ Being yesterday ivith the Duke of Norfolk, and 
acquainting him that I had tnarkt such bookes in 
the Catalogue as I thought most proper for our Of¬ 
fice; and now understanding, by his Grace’s servants, 
that they know not where his Catalogue is, if he 
have any; his Grace was pleased to appoint me to 
take a copie out of yours of all those bookes which 1 
did marke ; to the end he may see what he gives us, 
in case he continue his resolution. I pray you there¬ 
fore either send your Catalogue to me by this bearer, 
and I will promise to returne it safe back some time 
this day; or send any one hither with it in this 
afternoone, betwixt foure of the clock and eight, 
and I will return it back by the messenger. 

“ So I rest your very humble servant, 

Wm. Dugdale.” 

‘^August the 29 1678. 

“ His Grace the Duke of Norfolk, being present 
at this meeting, renewed the declaration of his gift 
formerly made to this Society of the Arundelian 
Library, and also gave his consent and direction for 
the removal thereof into the jiossession of the Society; 
and that the Society should have liberty to exchange 
those books whereof there were duplicates, for others 
proper for their use; declaring likewise that the 
books reserved formerly by his Grace, whereof 
he had made a promise to the Heralds, were those 
which concerned Heraldry, and no other. His 
Grace was pleased also to add further, that Sir Wil¬ 
liam Dugdale had presented his Grace with a Cata¬ 
logue of such books as he desired for that purpose; 
but, finding many of them to be such as did not so 

* For the insertion of these genuine documents I must refer 
to the excuse given in p. 62. 

properly 
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properly belong to the Office of Arms, his Grace was 
pleased to desire Sir Robert Redding and Mr, Evelyn 
to peruse the said Catalogue, and to judge what 
books therein mentioned were proper for their use, 
and to moderate in this affair. 

“ The Society did thereupon return his Grace 
their humble and hearty thanks for this noble pre¬ 
sent, by the mouth of their President; and did order 
Mr. Hooke to take care that the determination of this 
matter might be made with all convenient speed, and 
that the books should be thereupon forthwith re¬ 
moved to Gresham College, Robert Hooke.” 

At a Council at the President’s, Sept. 5, 1678; pre¬ 
sent, the President, Sir Chr. Wren, Mr. Henshaw, 
Sir j, Louther, Mr. Hill, Hr. Grew, R. Hooke, 
Ordered, that an account be drawn up, of the 
charge and ex pence that Chelsea College hath cost 
this Society, and that the same be delivered to the 
President, in order to shew the same to his Majesty. 
That the Committee formerly appointed to consider 
of the present state of Chelsea College be desired to 
consider of what is reasonable to be given for recom¬ 
pense to the person that hath taken some care for 
preserving the materials of the same. And that Sir 
Christopher W^ren and Mr. Hooke be desired to view 
the house ot Chelsea College, and consider of what 
is best to be done to the same.” 

Sept, the litk, 1678. 

" In regard that there are in the whole Library (if 
1 be rightly informed) about two thousand books: and 
that I had encouraged for Win. Dugdale to hope for 
such as he had already set apart (and possibly some 
few moie), which m his list consisting of three vo¬ 
lumes already named, amounted to 75 books: and 
that of the additional books which Sir H. P. Jort^e 
desired amounting to 45 (besides some small booL 
not m the catalogue) ; it was consented, as it seems 
by the marks, to allow about twenty of them, which 
w'ould in all make up but about near a hundred. 

“ I am 
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I am therefore of opinion^ with submission to 
Sir Joseph Williamson’s better judgment, that if 
Sir H. P. Jorge will put out as many of the first 
Catalogue, as will in all swell the whole not to ex¬ 
ceed one hundred, all which only to be picked out 
of the two abovesaid Catalogues desired by the Heralds, 
that this matter may be so concluded, and so all the 
rest be removed to Gresham College, except those 
books under the number of one hundred; of which 
I desire Sir H. P. Jorge immediately to make his 
choice, and wait upon Sir Joseph for his opinion and 
approbation, and then send me word of it. 

“ Norfolk, and Marshal.” 

‘‘ 1 , Henry Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal, and 
first Earl of England, out of my desire to advance 
learning, have given, bestowed, and entrusted, and 
by these presents do give, bestow, and entrust, to 
and on the President, Council, and Fellows of the 
Royal Society of London, for improving Natural 
Knowledge, all and every the books, writings, and 
volumes, in the Catalogue hereunto annexed men¬ 
tioned and comprised; to have, hold, and use, all and 
singular the said books and volumes, to the said Pre¬ 
sident, Council, and Fellows, and their Successors, 
for so long as they are and shall be a Corporation, 
and are in a capacity and of ability to use and enjoy 
the same. Provided always, and I do require and 
expect, that neither the said President, Council, and 
Fellows, nor any of their Successors, ever alien, sell, 
or part with the said books, or any of them, unless 
it be in exchange for others of equal value. 

'* In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal, this 23d day of January, 167S. 

“ Sealed and delivered, and one of the said books 
given to the President of the said Society, in token 
of possession and seisin of all the rest. 

Norfolk, and Marshal.” 

F «We 
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“ We, the President, Council, and Fellows of the 
Royal Society of London, for improving natural 
knowledge, do thankfully accept the gift of the most 
noble Prince Henry Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal, 
and first Earl of England; who has freely given unto 
us the books in the Catalogue hereunto annexed 
mentioned and specified, as by his Grace’s deed of 
equal date with these presents, more fully appeareth; 
and we do, for ourselves and Successors, hereby cove¬ 
nant, promise, and grant, to and with his said Grace, 
his Heirs, Executors, and Administrators; that we 
and our Successors will ever acknowledge his said 
bounty and noble favour, and will reckon and ac¬ 
count him one of our greatest and first Benefactors; 
and will safely keep the said books and preserve them, 
and such as we shall receive in exchange for any of 
them, by and under the name of Bibliotheca Nor- 
FOLCIANA; and will never alien or part with them, or 
any of them, unless it be in exchange for others to be 
appropriated to the foresaid Library, and marked with 
his Grace’s arms and name, according to the liberty 
granted us in and by the said deed. In witness 
whereof, we have caused our common seal to be 
hereunto affixed, this twenty third day of January, 
in the 30th year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
Charles the Second, Ring of England, &.c, anno 
Domini 1678." 


To Dr, Edmund Halley, from aa unknown Correspondent. 

“ Sir, 

“ When I peruse the History of the Royal Society, and con¬ 
sider the zeal and vigour that animated the iirst beginners thereof 
to advance Experimental Philosophy, and the encoui-agment it 
gave others abroad to do the like, to the great advance of expe¬ 
rimental learning, and that for some yeai’s successive, and the 
great decay therein of late years' ^ I began in my thoughts to ex¬ 
amine what might be the cause thereof, which 1 judged could 
not prc^eed for want of matter, as if Philosophic knowledge, 
especially Natural, had been so much drained, as little or nothing 
more remamed for ijuqnisitive search and consideration ^ but 

rather 
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rather that the foriner zeal and vigour of this Society is decayed, 
and the cause thereof I guessed to proceed from the absence of 
some tew of those first Members, who, like the spnng in a clock 
or watch, pat all the other wheels in motion, and so continued 
them 5 who, being taken off by death, public affairs, or private 
concerns, hath caused this decay, and left the remainder as it 
were lifeless, and without motion j and the small remainder of 
life which Is yet remaining hath been upheld by our weekly 
meetings, which also decayeth, so few appearing for want of 
matter worthy their time there spent, as hath by some been pre¬ 
tended, To supply this defect, and to keep up those weekly 
meetings, to keep this faint life of the Society yet in being, I could 
wish some Member of the Society, whose abilities can furnish 
them wi^h fit matter, would at each meeting furnish us with a 
lecture on some Philosophical subject of Natural enquiry. This, 
it is hoped, would, like a ferment or spring, set others thereto 
able on work to fuither and prosecute it, 1 know of none more 
fit to perform this work than Mr, Robert Hooke, of whose abi¬ 
lities herein there are none of any standing in this Society (wit¬ 
ness those many learned lectures by him read to this Society) are 
ignorant,—^The cause of the stop thereof I will not now touch ; 
only I wish the Society would anew desire him again to undertake 
the same task with the encouragement of renewing that annual 
allowance formerly given him by the Soeiety, quarterly to be paid 
him, and to leave him free as to the subject he should read on j 
this, I suppose, would draw a greater number to meet, when they 
should be sure not to lose their labour* What I have here pro¬ 
posed concerning Mr* Hooke I do seriously declare to have done 
it altogether without his knowledge, or any discourse with him 
or any other Member concerning it ; only I hope he may be pre¬ 
vailed with if anew desired, and that such agreement anew made 
by him and the Society be entered in their Journal* 

Another help to advance the Society's design would be the 
revival of our former Philosophic Correspondences abroad, which, 
it is hoped, would procure us more matter for our philosophic 
entertainment, which you seem willing to give over, and Mr* 
Hooke willing to undertake on reasonable conditions; viz. that 
postage of such letters as he should receive from such Corre¬ 
spondents abroad should be paid by the Society, conditionally 
that Mr* Hooke communicate the contents thereof to the Society; 
and he, keeping the said letters, do give or admit them the copies 
of such contents* This, being desired of Mr. Hooke, I hope he 
would undertake. 

" Sir, 1 have thus communicated to you my thoughts and well- 
wishes of the Society's prosperity. 1 leave it to your discretion, 
either to communicate or stMe these proposals, as you ^hall jud^ 
meet You need not enquire after the Writer; let it suffice that he is 
Your cordial Friend, and 

a hearty wdl-wisher to the prosperity of the Royal Society*"' 

F 2 Letters 
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Letters of Sir Roger* L^Estrange, 

To the Rev. Dr. NALSOKf^Bector of Doddingtoo, in the Isle of Ely. 

SiE, Lon4o?i, Aug. 23* 1677- 

"" Yours to me of the 20th has authorized mine to you of 
yesterday (though ex post facto) and that itself was encouraged 
by a former of yours to Mi‘. Edwyn. You will find my freedom in 
it greater than my discretion; and in all things else* that I value 
myself more upon my honesty than upon my understanding. My 
opinion is the very same to-day that it was yesterday* for the con¬ 
tracting and sweetening of the reflections upon the Romish tyranny, 
and for <)ne reason more than I gave you* w'hich is* that tlie topick 
is worn threadbare already, and there is scarce any thing unsaid 
upon that subject. Shall 1 add another* and say* that peibaps 
the danger of Popery itself is not mucli greater than the danger 
of possessing the people with an appi'ehension that they are in 
danger of ii; for it wa^ undej* that pretence that tliey broke in 
upon the Government in the late Rebellion* and every man that 
was not a Schism at ick was made a Papist. 

" What my thoughts were upon the first taste of the style and 
spirit of this piece of yours, 1 told Mr. Edwyn j and I shall not 
need to tell you any mor e of it, than that you will do the publick 
and youi'self great wrong if you do not accommodate it to the press; 
and for any Fej'vicc towards it in my power, you are sure of it. 

Upon your two papei^s of yesterday I am divided, as upon 
your book. They are judiciously and artificially touched* and I 
am absolutely for printing the Synopsis of Presbytery immediately 
upon a broadside, and for inserting it afterward into that book. 
The other I demur to. 

“ Your letter, Sir, b so kind and generous* that you have met 
my earnest wishes in the blessing of it* and improved a civility 
into a providence. 1 have nothing to return you but the sim¬ 
plicity of good intentions and grateful thoughts ; and so far you 
shall ever find me. Sir, 

Your most faithful and humble servant* Roger L’Estraetge.'* 

* Sir Roger L’Estraiig^e is well known, as a Controversial Writer, and as 
a Licenser of the Press ^ but his conBdential and familiar Letters, I heUeve, 
are not very coiumun j and must be my apology fur dwelllfj^ a little longer 
in the Setienleeitth Century. I make the same apology for a very few of 
the subsequent Letters,—nSir Roger L'Eetrange died Dec* 14* 1704* in his 
88th year. .4 shrewd and probahiy a just character of him is given iu 
Jokii Dantou’s ** Life and Errors*” ed. 1818* pp. 347, 3f)5. 

■f John Nalson* LL.D. Author of the Culleeiions” whicli go under 
his name* and of several publications in favour of Church and State. He 
was collated to a Prebend at the Cathedral of Ely in 1684 j and died March 
34* 1685-6, aged 44* Bentham^s Ely, p. 263, where see ills epitapb.—‘The 
Letter dated in 1688, printed in Gutch*s Coflectanea, and in Stevenson's 
Appeudia to Bentham, p. 131, was of course neither written by hitti, nor 
was it intended for Mrs. Nalson; hut for the family of Dr. Francis Turner, 
BUhop of Ely, then confined in the Tower, whoso letters (for the reason 
mentioned by Mr. Stevenson) wsre so directed for the sake of secrecy. 

Sib, 
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'fSiE, Londonf Sept. *17> 1<J77* 

TJaat excellent discourse is now in the press, and I am confi¬ 
dent you will not repent your second thoughts upon it. 1 have 
taken the freedom to add two lines to that paragraph, chap, 8, 
against Independency, in these words, * but with this difference, 
in the trutli of the case^ that the Pteshyienans murdered the 
.ffing; the Independents^ ojily the Mon.^ 

Your hand is i*eavy enough still in your 7th chapter, upon 
the Papacy; and you conclude it with a just and a severe reflection 
upon I he dangerous consequences of it. There w^ould 1 close 
up my displeasure against that party, and soften the severity of 
that passage which I do now presume to remit to you. It is 
not a quarter of an hour's work, and 1 persuade myself that it 
may be done without any blemish to the beauty of the piece, or 
any maim to the oi-der of it. It strikes so universally, that every 
Papist in the Nation wHI feel the lash of it j and tmly I am 
fearful that it may give offence. But the same bitterness re- 
strainetJ to tlie Presbyterians, I think, will do the work* I was 
once thinking to have done it niyselt^ with some aNowance to 
those Roman Catholics that spent their lives and fortunes in his 
IMajesty's cause; whereas not so much as one hchismatick 
ever struck stroke in the King's quarrels through the whole Re¬ 
bellion, Bur, upon second consideiution, out of an honest sense 
of weakness and respect, I have rather chosen to give you the 
trouble of another review, than the shame of unequal thoughts. 
It is no compliment this ascription to the advantages both of the 
judgment anti style; and no more is it my opinion that you do 
very highly oblige the publick, and that I hope they will be sen¬ 
sible of it. You will certainly do yourself right in owning both this 
and the Countermine* too, which is now upon the third impres¬ 
sion. Will you now forgive me, Sir, if I offer to you a thought; 
—what if you should own the Countermine in a short Preface to 
this edition now in the press, and only permit your name to be 
printed to the other, as b usual in other cases ) 

** 1 have sjjent my time in what was necessary, and matter of 
duty, without one minute left for good-manners. What I owe 
you for the honours of your generosity, and of your letters, and 
your civiiities, I must beg you to give me credit for. Sir, I am 
“ Y our mos t faithful humble servant, Roger L' Ee s tr a n o e ' 
Sir, London^ Oei. 4, 1677* 

My morning is almost spent j and 1 must contract ignyaclf, 
yet not without some aeknowledgtnents for the humanity and 
goodness of yours of the 1st current, just now come to my hand. 
Your purpose of sweetening the English Papists is much to my 
satisfaction, and you have yet time enough to run over the chapter 
at leisure, so that there will be no need of a proeme. ' 

^ “ The Counlermiiie; or, a short, but true Discovery of the dan- 
garous Principles and secret Practices of the Dissenting: Party, especially 
the Pfesbytedans; shewing their Beligion pretended, vfas Rebellion in¬ 
tended, \mi” 0VO* 

« T he 
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** The Preface you had designed fbr the ' Countermine* will he 
inconvenient^ for the suppcksed author of it is admitted upon the 
very naming of him^ where 1 have waited now several months, 
without an opportunity of access* Upon second thoughts, I have 
adventured so far as only to cast this addition into the title-page, 
^ The Author, J. N/ and so to let it pass without any farther 
trouble, which perhaps may do as well as the formality of a Preface, 
Your title of grand interest I should approve, if the King 
had not declared himself against the word, upon my shewing him 
a pamphlet called ‘ The Grawd Question/ If you think fit, I do per¬ 
suade myself that ‘ The Common Interest of King and People* 
may do as well, but as you please^, 

Mr, Edwyn promises to bring me the revises, and 1 will do 
my best to serve you in the correction of them. The first sheet 
1 have made bold with in two places, 1st, i have changed was 
for gam in the contents, it being Hobbes's own woi^d. ^dly, 1 
have struck out of their ,,,, ^, you will see it in the proof 
which Mr* Edwyn sends you. If I transgress, it is with good 
meaning, and you must resolve to paidon greater faults as you 
have further occasion to communicate with, Sir, 

“ Youi' affectionate Mend and obedient servant, 

Roger L'Estrange*'* 


Sir William Twysdek^ to his Son^. 

“Roger, SepL29 , 1684 , 

“ I ain most extremely glad so able and so great a man as the 
Bishop § is, hath in his thoughts the design of printing some more 
of those manuscripts as are obscurely buried and lost to public 
use in piivate librai'ies. As to those my father had an intent of 
publishing, before that by an apoplexy he was rendered unfit to 
pursue any such like undertaking* I send you in this a copy of a 
title-page containing the names of them, but for the manuscripts 

^ “ The Common Interest of King: and People ; sbev^ing' the Original 
Anticiuhy, and Exceiieocy of Monarchy, compared with Aristocracy and 
Uemucracy, and particularly of oiir English Monarcbyj and that Absolute, 
Papal, and Presbyterian Supreroacy, are utterly iticoiisistent with Prertn 
gative, Property, and Liberty, Hvo, 

f Eldest son of tUe famous Sir Roger Twyaden, who wrote the ** Vltidj- 
cation of ihe Church of England,” as separated from the Roman, and, with 
Archbishop Usher, published the ** Decern Scriptores*” 5ir William 
TM'ysd-ii succeeded his father as Baronet in 1673* He was elected one of 
the Representatives in Parliament for Kent in 1685; and in iGgs was 
elected both for Appleby and New Romney, but preferred Appleby, Under¬ 
standing several languages, he employed his vacant hours in the noble 
library his father and grandfather had furnished* He died in London 
Nov. 37, 169^ j and was buried at East Peckbam with his ancestors* * 
t Roger Twysden, the eldest son, was born in 1666- He was a Stu¬ 
dent iif Christ Church, Oxford; and died in 1686* 

§ Dr. John Fell, the very learned Dean of Christ Cbureb, and Bishop 
of Oxford ; well-knowii by bis numerous publications, and by his benefac- 
ttoi^s to the College over which he presided. He died in 1606* 

tbemselves 
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themselves, he hatl no one of them of his own; he borrowed the 
most of those he used of Sir John Cotton, nor can 1 certainiy tell 
where they are to be found* I'he ' Penitential of Theodore/ I 
remember, my father had a transcript of it; bur who lent it him, 1 
protest, 1 do not know* but it was (to the best of ray I'emem- 
brance), though in Latin, yet w^ritien in Saxon characlei's; aa 
Asserins Menevensis at the end of Walsingham's Hit^rory in the 
London edition j bnt the original of that Penitential is only in 
Bene’t College library in Cambridge* Sir Henry S pel man would, 

I believe, have printed it in his first tome of Councels, could he 
have got a copy of it easily, Speltnan, Concilia, t. il. p. 154. The 
Life of Andelmus is, 1 think, in Sir John Cotton's Libi’ary, and, 
if I mistake not, my cousin Marsham hath one of them, Livy 
of Heiii 7 V. is to be found both in Sir John Cotton's and in the 
Library belonging to the Heralds' office, where Sir William Dug- 
dale shelved it me, as I think: but I have so ill a memory, that I 
dare not be positive in any of this, though I think I am right as 
to the places where these are: but of the rest I can say ntnhing. 
I suppose he will hardly think it worth the pains to print Thtsmas 
Docket's Epistles (of which there is an excellent copy in the Arch¬ 
bishop's library at f^mbeth), since they were printed from the 
Vatican copy at Brussels the last year* 

“ T wish you could some time ask my Lord of Oxfoi'd whether, 
besides the *Chromcleof Mailrosse/ which he hath lately caused 
to be printed*, there be not some other Historyof thkt name which 
treats of times nearer us than that doth* There is a pamphlet 
(said to be written by Mr* Pettyt) against the Bishops' right of 
voting in capital casesj the title of which is, ' A Discourse of the 
Peerage and Jurisdiction of the Lords ^ijuritual in Parliament,' &c* 
He doth there, in the 20th page, cite a passage of five or six lines 
concerning the eleventh of Richard !l, from a History of iJfaiL 
fosse, and salth that it treats largely of the Parliament of that 
year. Whetlier there be any such, I a little doubt i I never heard 
but of this, which, it is evident by the ti[iie, is that my father 
intended. I know not whether you can apprehend all that J have 
said j fc)r, by reading it over, I find I have not explicated myself 
very cleaj'ly; but you may tell my Lord as much as you can of 
this* and that I am very sorry f can contribute nothing to the 
good work he is about; however, give him that paper. I doubt 
not but you have long before this presented to him my sendees 
and thanks for the book he was pleased to give me, though in 
your letters you have not told me so- 

I am your lovisig father, WilLiam Twysden/' 

^ Puhiebed, by Dr* Gale, in the Seriptores Hist. A 115 I, 1604* Ft differs 
from the MS'^* in Scotland ; and is supposed to have been written by tm 
Abhot of Duiidrenan, The first partis eertaiidy tbe work of an English¬ 
man, and a eoiitiimation of Bede; the second, of a Scotchman, famiUar 
and contemporary with the Stuarts. 
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Letters to and from Sir Hans Sloane, Sir Godfrey 
Copley, Mr. Kirke, and Sir John Wentworth. 

To Sir Hans Sloane, 

Honoured Sir, CookTtdge, Dec, 17, 1694. 

“ Upon consideration of the queries you sent me about the 
nitre spring, 1 concluded it best to go myself to see it, though it 
be almost 30 nules distant from me, which I did in company 
of my Chemist, who is very shy of showing it, or being seen near 
it (he living above miles from it), having some hopes of mak¬ 
ing a proht of it. As to the situation of the spring, it ia on the 
South side of a heathy mountain, about a quarter of a mile below 
the summit of the hill, but no marks of any town standing near 
it. Indeed there is a small ruinous chapel a little below it, and 
some poor cottages interspersetl about it, but at considerable dis¬ 
tance. As to causes, there are none near it that I know of. 

"" The owners of it have made a wall about it, intending to make 
a bathing-place of it, supposing it proper for that use, but as to 
the nitre quality, I believe few know of that in it. My Chemist 
says, it will not evaporate ad cuticulam, but may be done ad 
aiccitafem. He never made any experiments of it in Winter, 
supposing it to yield but Iktle then, and therefore thinks it 
not advisable to send you any now 5 but he intends to make 
more perfect experiments of it, and promises me an account of 
what he docs. I took up two bottles of the water (which to the 
eye or taste is not distinguishable from any other water) ; and I 
boiled them almost ad siceitatem, but had no success ; so that I 
know not what to say to my artist, as I remember he said die spring 
was not unlike one near the head of the Po, mentioned by Du 
Roche at the end of the 6 th volume of the ^ Theatnim Chemicum/ 
In short, I shah transmit to the Royal Society all such accounts 
as 1 shall receive from the Artist, and be ready to observe their 
further commands as they come to hand; for^ through the indis¬ 
position of my only sister, I am detained longer in the country 
than I expected: yet i hope soon after Christmas to have the 
honour to wait on you myself at Gi^bam College, which is a 
happiness very much desired by your much obliged, &c. T. Kie re.” 


To Thomas Kirke, Esq. Cookridge, near Leeds. 

London, Jan. 19, 169^-5. 

I had yours of the 7 th of this month, and w^as very sorry to 
see your stay in the country is like to be longer tiian you ex¬ 
pected. I obeyed your commands in acquainting the Society with 
what you desired; they will very gladly hear any more particulaj-s 
about the nitrous spring; but very much suspect some trick about 
it, and therefore pray your vigilance not to suffer any imposition 
by any whose gain may lead them to it. 

“ There was last Wednesday a portable weather^g^lass shown the 
Society by one Quare, a Watchmaker. It is done in the fashion 

of 
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of a pillar, anti may be carried or shaken any wayj and yet mil 
immediately on beings set perpendicular tell the weight, &c. of 
rhe incumbent air* Some discoveries are made by Lewenhoek 
about the circulatioa of the blood in cray-tish, and some tjueries 
about sturgeon^ It were well to enquire in your parts about them, 
whether or no they are not in your rivers at some seasons* 

“ J am your most obedient servant, Haks Sj-oane"*^,” 


Sir John WENTWOETHf to Mr, Kiuke* 

SiEj Sirteii Match 4, 1700, 

“ 5ir Godfrey Copley sent me yours^ for which 1 return thanks, 
and have spoke to my Lady homdaleX about those Letters of Mr* 
Lattoji's^ about Spiri^s, She saith that she hath not read any of 
ray Lord's letters, but hath bundled them up all together, so can¬ 
not open them until she come into the country, which now will 
not be long before she doth, I am sure that copy of my Faiher^^ 
Utter hath some things that I cannot answer by any shallow 
reason of mine, or what so thinking a gentleman as JVIr, Latton 
can do to solve those objections j though my father, when he talks 
of Mahomet'ii dove, &c* might have found one instance in pro- 
phane writ, of the apparition of a spirit to BruiuSi before the 
Battle of Philippi I shall not detain you any longer, but to 
assure you that I am, with all imaginable esteem. Sir, 

“Yours to command, J. Wentw^ohth/* 


To Richard Townley, Esq. 

Sir, Sept, 14, 1704* 

“ According to my promise, I send you Mr. Sharp's paper 
concerning Mr. Caswel's new Barroscope^ which I find is partly 
copied from Mr, Caswel’s own account of it in Phil* Trans. No* 
290, for March and April 1704, in a letter to Mr* Flamstead, 
where the whole may be found. 1 desire, when you have perused 
it at leisure, you will please to return it to me, since Mr* Sharp 
did only lend me it, and expects it again. This, with my ser¬ 
vice to your brother Mr* Townley, is all fx'om 

“ Your most obliged humble servant, Thomas Kirke.” 

* This Letter, written 53 years later than the preceding one, shews the 
long cnntSnuanee of the ruling passion.’" Sir Hans SJoane died in 1T53* 
See more of him in voL 1* p* 369 j vol* Jl. p. 783,—^In a valuable collection 
of “ The Rawdon Paiiers,"' lately published by tiie Rev* Edward Berwick, 
are some Letters of Sir Hans Sloane to Sip Arthur Eawdon, one of his 
early patrons, and by whom, at Sloane’s re commendation, many valuable 
plants were iiitruduced at his country resideiiee, at Moira, in IreJand* 

-t Of North Emsoll, Yorkshire, created a Baronet in l67S» His first 
lady was Mary, eldest daughter of Thomas, the first Viscount Lonsdale, 
He afterwards married Elizabeth, daughter of the first Duke of Devonshire, 
X This lady, the Dowager of John, the first Viscount Lowther, was 
Cacberine Tbynne, sister to Thomas first Viscount Weymouth; and she 
was the mother of Richard and Renrj', the second and third Viscounts 
Lonsdale. 

Letters 
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Letters of Sir Godfrey Copley*. 

To Thomas KiHKEf, Ksq. 

"Sir, Burrowbridgei Tkurdsay Morningt July 1698. 
** I am going now to Thirs'k, where we are not without con^ 
test. We suppose the precepts will speedily be delivered; but, 
however, we shall have tour or five days' time to turn us in, and 
to give you notice whose company I must beg as being a borough- 
man, so that this is chiefly to give you some warning, and to 
know where you will be to be found. I am not yet certain till 
lam sure of the precepts, whether I shall stay at Thirsk or here 
till the Elections which is all at present from 

Your assured friend and servant, Godfrey Copley, 

^^Mr.Arthingtont and Mr. Batty are both berej they give you their 
service, and would be glad to see you. If you can let Mr. Grover 
also know, and Ak your time together, it may not be amiss," 
'‘Sir, March 2^ 1702-3. 

"lam sensible how much I am in arrear in jny correspondence 
with all my good friends, and particularly yourself, whose lavour- 
able interpretation of such a neglect 1 depend upon. You desire 
to know w hat great business our friend here in town hath in hand, 
He may be in love; for he haih opportunity enough of seeing all the 
fair ones in town; but yet he intends to come down next week with 
me, who am to spend five or six days at Sprotborough, and no 
more at this time. We often remember you at Pontack's, Dr, 
Hooke is very crazy; much concerned for fear he should outlive 
his estate. He hath stai'ved one old woman already, and I believe 
he will endanger himself to save six-pence for any thing he yvants. 

" Dr. bloane cakes abundance of pains for the Society i he hath 
now one of, if not the finest collection of rarities iu any pri\-ate 
person s hands in Europe, by the addition of Mr. Charleton’s to 
his OWE, 1 have laid out in prints, the best I could send for. 


Sir Godfrey Copley waa a Representative in Parliament for Tbirske 
m eight suocefisiveParliamenu, from 1695 till bis death, April B, J709. 
See the first volume of these ** U lust rat ions/* p, 478. 

+ This r-apeclable getiiieman was eictttd F. R. S, in ISgS; and after- 
»ards comnjmticared tn Jbn Rnyal Sadaty, “An Accmint of a Lamb bdiic 
? tnoiiihs after the death of the 

Ewe. Phil. Traill No. XVlll. 263. He died April 24, 1706 , tet. 56. 
Hifi son, Ibomas Kirke, gent, died in January 1709 .—“Both the Mr 
Kirkes were groat Viruiosua iji all sorts of karnlf.g, and had a fine Librarv! 
and MeBeutu of Curjosn les ; ad sold by auction in I7J0/* Thoresbv. ^ 

I Cyril Arihington, Esq, was elected F. R, S, in 17 OI He was in the 
Commission of the Peace for the West Riding of the County of York* and 
*s represented by Ihoresby, in 1715, as having then latety « en^eled a 
Eoble hall at Artbtngtoir, near Leeds ; and furnished it with water cim- 
veyed m pipes oflead from an engine by him cmitrived at his mill upon 
the nver Wharf; being an ingenious gentleman, and well seen in hydro¬ 
statics. He also erected a stately monument in Addle churdi for bis 
U"*"* Henry Arthington, Esq. who died in 1681, and to whose 
estates he succeeded as next heir. He died wiihout issue in I 7 S 0 , From 
Jackson, the celebrated Dean of Christ Church, 

"ntany d^^eZd. 
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near seven score pounds, I have had Httle time to look after any 
Mathematical Instruments, though 1 have attempted to get made 
a set of Napier's Oones, and am angiy to see more skill in mak¬ 
ing a pair of Dice than they will shew in making the Bones, 

“ 1 will not say a word of State Affairs, nor the Public Acnompts. 
You are better employed in iPlanting and Walling, and other 
country diversions, and you have all the little lampoons of the 
Golden Age, and the Golden Age reversed, &c. j and there is 
to eome out in print, when the Lords please, a most severe some¬ 
thing upon us poor Commissioners of Accompts, I am 

Your affectionate friend and sen'ant, G, Copley,*' 


To the same, 

'' Sir, London, April 1703, 

1 have little to write of our friends, whom 1 contrive, if 
possible, to see once a wee^ if it be but two hours. The Sociely 
have warning to remove. The poor Corporation of London stand 
in need to make some profit of the ground of Gresham College* 
I vvtmder old Dr, Hooke did not choose rather to leave his 
to continue what he had promoted and studied all the days of his 
life ([ m:an mathematical experiments), than to have it go to 
those whom he never saw or eared for. It is rai'e that Virtuosos 
die rich, and it is pity they should if they were like hira. I know 
you are employed in your fTood, which now you have brought 
to pei’lection, but pray let me know how Mr* Arthington employs 
his time; he is as good a correspondent to me from the country 
as he was to you from London; and 1 am as bad as he. We 
drink your health at Pontack's. Dr* Sloane and Mr* Hailey bade 
me icmember their service to you. 

1 am your affectionate Mend, G, Copley.** 


To the same. 

Sir, Sept U, 1703. 

“ I lay at Chesterfied on Monday, and went over the Moors to 
Chatsworth. I spent near two hours in the gardens, where my 
Lord, 1 find, hath laid out a good deal since you and I were there. 
He hath pulled up the cascade, with design to make it much larger. 
If he would bring it down in broken water and froth from the 
top of the hills amongst those stones, and then Jet it turn into a 
smooth sheet when it comes into his garden, it would be very 
fine, and outdo Marli. He hath made on the back of the bouse a 
fine green-house, and square pond before it, with a sort of island 
and fountain in the middle. Btit bis chief work hath been level¬ 
ing a hill which faced the old front, by which he bath opened a 
distant prospect to the blue hills, and made on the same level 
with his house and garden a canaL something broader than my 
new river, but not quite so long. One side of this canal, which 
goes from the bowling-green, is supported by a tanas walk on the 
right hand; and the grormd under on that side being very low 
and marsh-like, is intended to be cut into water, and islands, &c. 
for ducks. But one of my Lord*® chief designs, as I am told. 
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wiU be a gi'eat one; it is to take the current of the river Darwent 
half a mile above^ and turn it into his great canal, which is below 
the house and hath a bridge over it, and then let it fall in a great 
cascade, and go again into its own course below the house. 

From hence I got, with much ado and the assistance of my 
needle, over the Moors, late to Nottingham; and with pretty good 
company in coach, hither on Friday, 17ih, I have been vei'y 
busy. Dr, Sloane is well, and I dine with the Gimcrack Mer¬ 
chants to-morrow. Pray give my service to Mr. Arthington; my 
wife sent me his letter, tor which I thank him, G, Copley*” 


To the same, 

** Sir, Saturdd^i j^priL 29, 1704, 

1 begin now to consider what I shall say to my good ft lend 
when 1 see him in the country? in excuse for wiiting so seldom, 
1 doubt i shall he hard put to it; but I have yet a fortnight in 
town to consider of it, I have been enquiring about an air-pump ; 
and it is not to be had under 7 or Bl Your loadstone m mended, 
and I gave it Mr, Arthington, who mends a]>ae€, and goes 
abroad a little now. Pray let me hear from you speedily, if I 
can do any thing for you before I come down, 1 promise myself 
a good deal of pleasure this summer in the country, and to stay 
neai' half a year, i should be glad to hear how the Register bill 
goes on; and that you ivill give my service to that immortal 
uncle of yours ; which is all from 

“ Your assured friend and servant, G, Copley,” 


To the same. 

Sir, 

'M performed what you desired to Mr. Arthington, who lives 
a mile oS", in Westminster, and it is something difficult to get a 
sight of liim : he promised to observe your commands, I have 
not had time to-go to any meeting of the Rojjal Society this good 
while, nor really to answer letters out of the country in relation 
to my own business. Two of our Commissioners of Accounts 
have failed us this Session, one having lost a wife, and the other 
a near relation; and our countryman Colonel Buerieu hath been 
much taken up with my Lord H'harIon's cause, so that a great 
share of business hath fallen upon the rest; and the House Lth, 
for frar we should want employment, given us the examination 
ol the whole account of the twelve Commtssionei's of the Irish 
forfeitures^whiQh. consists of abundance of volumes, and multitudes 
of vouciiers; and we must report to the House how we find it. 

I desire yon will letMr,Thoresby know that I have now got from 
Mr Lowndes an account of the ancient standards of gold and silver, 
and the dates of several indentures and establishments of the 
Mmt, which I shall keep for him, unless you would have me send 
it down to you, who will take care he have it.—I thank you for 
yours of the 12th, and I hope to write oftener for the future, 
being your affectionate friend and servant, G, Copley,” 

Letters 
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Letters of Sir Philip Sydenham, 

To the Rev. Mr. Banks* Hull. 

'^Rbv. SiE* Bavkness^ OcL 11* 170.3. 

We are much concerned that we are depmed of your com¬ 
pany* which we so earnestly expected* and much more for the 
occ^ioti that detained you* which I hope will abate ] so worthy 
and useful a pei'son's health is a concern to all persons* especially 
to his Friends* and among them none more than to me aod Mr. 
Agate* who gives his service to you* 1 shall not subscribe for 
the works of the Author of the ‘ Snake in the Grass/ 1 believe Dr, 
Halfs industry proceeds from the author’s being a Scot. Dr* 
Hudson did the Pliny and part of Dr, Gregory’s Euclid, I am 
much concerned that the parliament will sit so soon* 1 having 
business here for all this winter, and but little in London. We 
every year see how little public good derives from the Parliament* 
and 1 believe as little designed now ; but the Bill against Con- 
foimity* God gj*ant good success* and convert the ungracious hearts 
of the Bishops* Pardon my hasty writing, for our Courts are 
now keeping* and which forces me to wish you the recovery of 
your health* and to subscribe myself 

Your assured friend and servant* P- Sydenham,” 


To the same* 

Rev* Sir, Brympton^ March 17* 1703-4, 

It is a gi'cat satishiction to rae that you are pleased so readily 
to communicate to me Mr. Pryme’s choice observations. I find 
one Dr* Thomas Alcock* L.L*D* 3d Master of Jesus College* Cam¬ 
bridge, 1503 ; Chancellor of the Church of Worcester* of which 
Church Bishop Alcock was first Bishop* What relation to the 
bishop I cannot find ; without doubt very nigh* 

" Bishop Skirlaw’a building a college in Hull, 1 cannot find in 
Speed's Catalogue; but Mr.Tanner* in his ^ Monastica Anglicaua** 
mentions it from Leland, who might more faithfully know it. 

For the epitaphs at York* 1 am much obliged to Mr. Prymc 
for his great civility in offering tJie transcribing of them on pur¬ 
pose* 1 have some of them; as Bishop Pier’s, Toby Mathew’s* 
Bishop Dolben’s, Bishop Stern’s* Bishop Lamplugh’s* Mr. Swin- 
hum's* who WTOte the two learned books of Wilb and Matrimo¬ 
nial Coniracts, I desire only Bishop Hutton’s* from whom your 
learned relation* Dr. Hutton of Aynhoe, is descended, 

Bishop Frewen’s* the rest of the Bishops are buried in other 
places; as Bishop Harsnet in Essex; Bishop Sandys at South- 
well* without an inscription; Bishop Williams in Wales; Bishop 
Mountain at Cawood* his birth-place* for which 1 should be 
mighty thankful; and for Dr. Wickhain* who was certainly* by 
what I can gather* grandson to William of Wickham* Bishop of 
inch ester: his father was Rector of Bedal and Percy Bolton* 
and Archdeacon* Of Archbishop Neil; I cannot find his burial- 
place. As for Lincoln epitaphs, i desire you will not put yourself 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE 


78 

to any inconvenience; for ! 6 nd few of the Bishops are buried 
thei-e, unles^s Bishop Halien Bishop Barlow^ Bishop Chadert oil 
1 cannot yet discover where he was buried, 

1 have not been at or heard from the Parliament since T left it, 
which was before February 3 and why that Bill for repairing Churches 
did not pass, 1 know not, unless that it would diminish the power 
of the Bishops' and Archdeacons' Courts. 1 hope by the creation 
of the new Lords (although one of them was ever a factious Whig), 
we shall obtain those Bills that were so much for the good of 
Church and State. 

" Dr, Altham is made Hebrew Professor of Oxford; and Dr, 
Hickman an Irish Bishop j who goes over with abundance more 
of Oxford, with their Chancellor. My humble thanks to the 
worthy Mr, Pry me. lam, with aU respect. Sir, 

“ Your very humble servant, Philip Sydenham,” 


[Sir Philtp Sydenham, Bart, of Brympton in Somersetshire, 
and of Hackness in Yorkshiiie, being the youngest of two sons, 
was educated at Catharine Hall, Cambiidge, wiih a view to the 
Church 3 and took the de^^ree of M, A. (being then styled Nepos 
Comiiis PevibrokettsisJ in 1696. His fether died in that year, and 
the elder brother being then also dead. Sir Philip succeeded to 
the title, and to some considerable estates. In I 7 OO he was 
elected a Representative in Parliament for the Borough of 11- 
chester, and in 170 I, and again in 1702 for the county of Somer¬ 
set, He was much addicted to literary pursuits 3 had formed a 
considerable library 3 and in 1700 was also elected F. R. S. 3 but 
withdrew from the Society in 1707^ He died unmarried, Oct. 10, 
1739 , when the title became extinct. 

The following slight sketch of his genealogy and the epitaph 
which follows it are taken from his own memoranda.] 


Sir John Sydenham, knt. ob. 1625.: 


John Syden-=Alice, daughter and heiress of William Hobby, 
ham. Esq. of Hales, com. Gloucester (uncle to Sir Thomas 
Post humus Hoby the Benefactor, who was son 
to the Embassador). The Embassador’s wife was 
one of the three learned daughters of Sir Anthony 

I - * ' Cooke, afterwards married to Lord RusselL 

Sir John Sydenham, created a Baronet,=^=Ann, daughter of Sir 
July 28,1641, heir of Sir Thomas Post- 1 John Hare of Stow, 
humus Hobyj married 1638, oh. 1642, j com. Norfolk, oba679, 

Elizabeth, dau* olb^Sit John Post=pLady Mary, dau, of Phi- 


John Lord Paulet, 
first wife, ob. s. p. 


humus Syden¬ 
ham, ob. 1696. 


lip Earl of Pembroke, se¬ 
cond wife. 


John Sydenham, ob. 2. Sir Philip Sydenham, Mary, died 
vitS. patris, born 16*6. unmarried. 

To 
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To the memory of Sir Thomas Posthumus Hoby, pureh^er 
and Lord of this Manor; and Sir John Sydenham^ of Combe 
Svdenham and Bryrapton in the county of Somersetj Bart, son 
of John Sydenham, Esq. and Alice his wife (heir of William 
Hoby, Esq. of Hales in Glocestershire)^ heir (o Sir Thomas Post- 
humus Hoby, under whom be was here educated, and at Emanuel 
College in Cambridge* He died and was buried at Stow in Nor¬ 
folk, 164^, leaving Sir John Pcsthumus Sydenham, by Ann his 
wife, one of the daughters of Sir John Hare of Stow, aforesaid 3 
who, after she had lived a single, religious, virtuous, and pious 
life, she resigned her peaceable soul lo her Creator, 1679; and 
lies buried at Brympton church in a vault with her grandfather 
Sir John Sydenham, Knight, who died 1625*'* 

A Letter of Sir Henry Chauncy. 

To Robebt Dale, Esq, Hemlds’ Office, near Doctors’ Commons. 

Ardeletf, iVarchW, 17 U* 

I am in a great streight for that part of Domesday book which 
concernes Hert fords heir that I lent you, aud I shall own the 
Mndnesae if you will adde a copy of the sheet that was wanting 
when I delivered it, wdiich you said you would supply me with; 
for you know the engagement I lye under in my Preface to cor¬ 
rect the errors which may be discovered in the Antiquities of 
Hertfordshire, a promise lately claimed from me by the gentle¬ 
men of that County at their last Sessions of the Peace 5 and, 
perusing the erratas, I find I cannot pcrfonne that taske without 
the view of those papers, which makes me earnestly desire you 
would send them to me by Brown, a higlar, whose horses stand 
at the Oxford Armes in Warwick lane, neare Newgate market, 
and comes out of town every Friday in the foomoone before 
twelve of the clock, and it will come safe to me at Arrleky; and 
if you shall please to let me know the health and welfare of your 
selfe, your lady, and family, and the chainges and alterations in 
your Office, it would be a great diversion to your old freind; and 
if you could at any time of leisure take a trip to Ardeley, and let 
me know it, hoi'ses should attend you at Ware or Broadwater, 
or such other place you shall like belter; for nothing Is more 
pleasant to me than the society of my old acquaintance, especially 
Mr. Dale* I am, with all respect, dear Sir, 

Your most humble servant, H* Chauncy." 


Dr*GiBfiON% Bishop of Lincoln, to the Hon. Henry WoRSLEYf . 

Dear Sir, Bugden, August Yj 1717* 

I am much obliged to you for the many kind expressions in 
yours of the 3 d of July, which was sent to me to this place, where 

* This learned Prelate and eminent Antiquary was presented to the 
Bishopriekof Lineoln in 1716 ; translated to London in 1723* He died and 
Sept, 6, 174B* Hb publications are well known. 

•f* Mr* Henry Worsley was sent Envoy from Queen Anne to the Court 
of Portugal in 1714: and was continued in the same character hy Kin^ 

George 
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the Bishops of Lineobi have a convenient old house for their 
summer residenc'e. It is about 16 miles nearer London than 
PetcrboroQghj where the old man * holds out obstinatelyj and 
seems in disposition to yield; and if our friend desire a Bishop- 
rick (which a friend of yours and his was very far from desir¬ 
ing), it is a misfortune upon him, as Dean f of that Church, to 
be, in effect and in common opinion, nailed down to that Bishop- 
rick', so as not to be thought of for any other, 

1 hope you live there as niuch to your own satisfaction as I 
hear from all hands that your being there is to the satisfection 
of all our merchants. But I confess 1 should be greatly pleased if 
some more desirable views might call you back hither for the 
seiT^ice of your country at home, without detriment to your own 
affairs; finding it more and more certain, as yeare grow upon 
me, that old friendships are hy fai^ the most agreeable to old age. 

The Whigs here are now confessedly divided, as your Excel¬ 
lency will conclude from our public news, which of late have 
been full of removes; and, indeed, all things considered, i can¬ 
not see how the King could avoid it, when so many about him 
had taken it in their heads to act upon this principle—that, 
unless he would keep two or three men w’hom they liked and he 
disliked, they could not serve him. If Princes once yield to that 
way of thinking and acting, they lay a foundation of uneasiness 
during life; and the King has probably laid a good foundation 
to himself of ease and (^uiet, by showing that he will not be so 
used; that is, that he will be King. 

“ While the Parliament was sitting, it w^as generally supposed 
that the present Ministry would strengthen themselves by inviting 
some of the more moderate Tories to join them; but thei'e is as 
yet no appearance of any measures hut what are nearly Whig; 
and it is to be hoped that many of the disgusted Whigs, when 
they see the King's steadiness and resolution, will come in 
again, and enable his Majesty to go on in the way he desires, 
without driving him to the necessity of a mlKture, which, accord¬ 
ing to my poor skill in politicks, can end in nothing but con¬ 
fusion, while one part of the Ministry is daily labouidng to under¬ 
mine the other, and both equally neglect the business of the 
Nation. But 1 ask your pardon for sallying into these sub¬ 
jects, which are so much better understood by your Excellency, 
than. Sir, 

*' Your most affectionate sen an t. Elm. Lincoln/’ 

George 1, by whom he was made PleaipotentUry at the same Court; and 
was appointed Govenior of Barbadoes in i7Sl, He served in several Par¬ 
liaments for the Borough of Newton in the Isle of Wight ; and died un¬ 
married, in March 1739 40. 

*■ Dr. Richard Cumberland obtained the Bishoprick of Peterborough in 
l691; and died Out. g, 17IB, In hts 85th year. 

f Dr. White Ken nett, at that time Dean of Peterborough and Arch¬ 
deacon of Huntingdon, succeeded Dr. CombeHaud as Bishop of Peter- 
boroughin 1718; and held that See till 

DR. 
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Kev, JoriN Laughtom* to the Rev. Dr. Nai.son-|-. 

“ Honoured Sir, Cfmbridge, August 16S1- 

1 must confess that, at the sight of your last kinrl and most 
obliging Letter, I could not but blush, and be heartily ashamed 
having so long tigo raised your expectations by prtjmislng to give 
assistance to your work, so beneticial to the publick, which you 
iiave so generously imdertaken. 1 am extremely sensible that 
ail that 1 could contribute towards it is so little, that it ought 
to have been done sooner, or more fully performed j for [ find 
after all (to my great ti'ouhle and regret) that 1 must of necessity 
have recoui'se to that shift of [naking apologies, or begging of 
your pardon, since what 1 now send you (so late) will, 1 fear, 
amount to little less than a disappointment. It would be loo 
tedious, and (if it were not now very nece.ssary to excuse such 
negligence as well as I can) it would he also imficriinent, to tell 
you how often, whilst I was at work, I have been unseasonably 
diverted from it, parily by some unhappy private aifaii'S, which 
concern me together witli my relations, whiclxajc yet dopendtngj 
partly by exercise, and the duty of the place 1 hold in the College, 
the labour whereof is hugely inci'eased upon me of late, having 
had our whole Library to set in order* and to make new Caialognes 
for it, since the vast addition of books that hath been made to 
it by receiving Dr* DuporLs great Library into it, which put 
all into such contVision, that ] was daily called upon by our 
Master and Fellows to get this work di^patchedj which hath 
taken me up more time than it is possible for you to imagine ; 
neither can I yet get rid of it, nor of a rnultijjlicity of other 
business which at the same time presses me, vyhereby my thoughts 
at present are very much encumbered anti opjtressed. However, 
in the mean time, I did well remember njy promise to you, and 
was very solicitous how I might (at least in part) discharge it. C 
have several times to the end read over Mr* Riishworth'a one 
volume, and thereupon bad resolved to jirocecfl in this method 
to detect the malice and parliality of his Qillections. 

Considering with myself what the wfiole draft and design of 
his writing might be, it seemed very plain and apparent to me, 
that it was no other in generai than to vindicate the Hebei Long 
Parliament j but more particulaj Jy to gather up such materials 
os might somewhat justify, or give some colour to, all tlie lies 
and calumnies contained in that accursed Declamtion of Feb. 11, 
1047, wherein they express theii- grounds and reasons of their 
resolutions to make no further address to ihe King. His Master, 
Fairfax, by bringing op his Army to London to terrify both 
City and Parliament, had the greatest hand in contriving those 
tmiterous votes, and getting them to pass the house, ivhich was 
t he first more Immediate step towards the murder of the King* 
1 doubt not but Rush worth's intention was, to palliate that lior-^ 

^ Fellow and Librarian of Trinity College, Cambridge; where he took 
tb+^ dnfjree of B. A. rn 1668 ; and proceeded M* A* ui 1673, 

t Of whom see before, p. G8, 

VoL. I V. 
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lid villaiiiT, i>o tar as he himself and his Master were concerned in 
it, by falsely representing, and endeavonnng to biackm him. 
That Declaration contains all the venom that was in Bradshaw's 
speech at his trial, and in all the pestilent libels after Ms mar¬ 
tyrdom. In the relating of all these matters and transactions 
which are the'Subject of that Declaration and charge against 
hb Majesty, it was my design to shew Rush worth's fraud in per¬ 
verting and concealing the truth, to which end I have transenhed 
w hat sev eral have writ iu defeiiee of his Majesty as to those par** 
ticuiars, and in confutation to the Declaration. There are seve¬ 
ral Apologies for his Majesty, printed 1648 5 and a book, said to 
he written by Bbhop Bramhali, intituled, * Ehi^v dKKi^roe/ in 
answer to Milton's ‘ BlxovoXdftiq out of which, if Rushworth 
luui been an honest man, he might have given a more true and 
advantageous account of the treaty with Spain, and the business 
of Rochelle, and the death of King James, the designs of the 
Cernmn horse, loans, Sic,j it being not the part of a faithful His¬ 
torian merely to record such matters of fact as may admit of a 
sinister interpretation, without relating all the circuinstanccs, 
which might easily vindicate the persons therein concerned from 
being mbundevstood or calumniated j but, on the other side, how 
ludustriously doth he conceal many things ill said or done bv the 
lletiublicans! He gives not the least iminmtion bow King Charles 
the Martyr was deserted and betrayed by the first Parliament he 
called; he being engaged in a war vvith S>ain, instead of assisting 
liiiii therein, and fur the recovery of the Palatinate, they will do 
nothing till all such things as they then accounted grievances 
were redressed. The peiisons who had then a design to pei jdex 
him, and disappoint his Majesty's affairs, are well decyphered by 
Dr. Heylin in his I..ife of Bishop Laud, and others j also the ]jri- 
vate cabals that were held by the factious party, concerning which 
you may find a letter of Sii' Anthony Ashley's in the * Cabala of 
Letters, edit, folio, p. 2 . In the same Cabala, printed in folio, 
p. 277 , there is a large letter to the King ab Ignoto, giving a 
true character of the malcontents of several sorts and parties 5 
which letter Mr. Rushworth, as his manner is, carmpts by giv¬ 
ing only an epitome of it, quite disguising the sense, and lemmig 
out the names of those persons therein justly censured ; and this 
he doth generally in his Parliiuuentary debates, as it will appear 
by comparing the imperfect copy which 1 have herewith sent you 
(hoping it may be of some use to you) w ith his relation and ac¬ 
count of the transactions of that Parliament which was assembled 
hlarch 17 , 16^27. You may observe that all those speeches which 
ex[)rcss any loyalty, and do but acknowledge his Majesty’s power 
and ]irerogative, are most of them condemned and sup¬ 
pressed by him, as impertinent indeed to hb design ; he curtails 
some of them, and contracts otliers, the reason whereof may 
soon be dbeerned upon ^Jenisal; as for instance, pp. 6 S, 69, 71 
of the hiss, there a)e several speeches of the King’s Solicitor, 
and Sir Edward Cook's answer to them, omitted; tlicy should 
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be inserted in Ruslnvotth p, 509. It is evident why they ai’e 
Jeft out; he would not let such a blur remain upon the name of 
Cook, as to have been of one opinion ’ivhen he was a Judge and 
in favour at Court, and of another when a Patriot and disgusted, 
Cook's true ciiamcter you may read in the before-mentioned 
Caliala, writ to himself by the Lord Bacon, p. SS^ But that 
letter which 1 before-mentioned, Cabala, p. 2TT, gives so true 
a representation of the state of aiikirs at that time, that methinks 
it would not be atnias to re-print it with some comment and 
annotations upon it, towards which a book intituled ‘ Dukes 
Coquinariss, or an Answer to the virulent slanders of Weldon, 
called. The Court and Character of King James/ together with 
Dr. Heyiin's remarks upon Fuller's, Savinderson's, and Hamond 
L'Estrangers Histories, would sufficiently furnish out materials; 
but, above all, 1 cannot but recommend SalnioneCs ' His tor re 
des troubles de la Grand Bretagne,' who, above all tliat I have 
yet read, gives tlie clearest and most exact account of our af¬ 
fairs from the year 1633; to the end of the Rebellion, till lt>49 ; 
k Paris, IdtSl, folio, ■ 

Amongst other libels, which, after the dissolution of the 
Parliament, Mai'ch 10, 16^29, were both contrived and dispersed 
by tlie Republicans, there was one called, * A Proposition for 
his Majest/s service, to bridle the Impertinency of Pmliaments/ 
&c.; which Mr. Rushw'orth publishes in the Appendix, p, 1^3, to 
have it believed a real design, then formed, and to be put in 
practice; othemise, w hy did he not print it together with the 
Attorney's information, as it is in the pamphlet I have sent you. 
1 had intended to add some few remarks upon certain passages 
where Mr, Rush worth uses his common artifice of concealment; but 
really. Sir, 1 am just now called upon, and interrupted by some 
that have business with me, in like manner as I was the last Friday 
by some strangers that came to town; otherwise I had not failed 
of my \vord to our common good friend Dr. Watson, to whom 
1 made a promise, and had resolved to send to you then; for 
which, and all other defailance, I most eai nestly and passionately 
beg your pardon, giving you, with all possible assui'ance, that 
1 am, and ever shall be hereafter wlien 1 shall have time at my 
disposal, your most afteciionate and obliged friend to serve you, 

John Laughton/' 


Sir Roger L'Esthange to-- 

'^SiR, . FeL S, idS^-3. 

**Iti pursuance of your order, I waited upon Dr. Nalson, shewed 
him your letter, and discoursed him upon it. He seems not 
willing to advbe upon any such form of retractation as you pro¬ 
pounded, or to receive any directions in what manner or form 
to insert it ; but he does at the same time declare, that he will 
do what may become a gentleman and an honest man, and 
more, perhaps, than you expect from him, I reasoned the matter 
with him as far as became me; and, according to my duty, take 
the freedom to render you this account of the business. Sir, I am 
Your most faithful and obedient servant, Roger L'Estrange/* 

G *3 Rev, 
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Kev. White Ken’nett* to Mr. Andrew Allam 
V ice Provost af St. Eilniund Hall^ Oxfonl 
Worthy SiH^ School, Bicester^ Ptif. 38, 169, . 

1 humbly thank you for this day*3 letter. I intend to visit 
you on 'Thursday next aftet noon, and stay with you one 
Nic. Cose sent me over a letter to-day from Mr, Inues, a London 
Divine, w-ho gave niy Ordination title, wherein he proposes to 
mo a school within four miles of London, at 40L per (mnum; but 
the cii'comstaoces are a little obscurely delivered. My mention 
of this (o Mr, Blackwell has occasioned a discourse, w4iich 1 shall 
mention to none but you, and that not by letter, l am again 
for Stratton Audly on Sunday, Mr, O&horn is very fair toward 
recovery. Mr, Woodward of that town is dangerou.sh sick. 

In haste, your humble servant. White Kennett," 


T. WtuGHT, Estj, to his Friend Mr, [Petek] Le Neve, 
at his Chami)crs, in the Heralds* Oflicej London* 

“ SiH, Ewston Sept, 39* 1696. 

1 have herewith sent you a Catalogue of Sir Simon D'Ewes's 
MSS. wllli free libei'ty for you to insert as many of them in the 
Cauilogtie that is to be published as you please (which it may 
be will not be above a third, or possibly a fourth part [hereof); 
and if yon will befriend Sir Simon so far as to help liiui lo com¬ 
plete [ns copy of Domesday for his own county (ujion reasonable 
terms), I do not tpestion but I shall prevail witli him to leod 
you any btjoks he lias tliat will be serviceable to your under¬ 
taking j it may be will contribute more to youi' design than any 
one Library in England can do, because Norfolk is one of the 
Counties old Sir Simon designed to give an account of the Anti- 
^piities [>f* and made his observations accordingly. 1 slioukJ 
have been very glad to have seen your designed method, if it 
could easily have been commiinkated to. Sir* 

* * Your very a Beet ionate humble servant, T, M' r i g ht' 


Sir Hans SloaneJ to Mr, Emanuel Mendez Dacosta. 

Sir, Mai/ 31, 1747- 

I was much obliged to you yesierday for the sight of iliose 
very curious Fossils that came from DeiLyshire, which you lefL 
here, and which I now send you back by a trusty servant of my 
own* 1 at the same ume let you know tiiat on VVeduesday next, 
at ten o'clock in the morning, 1 shall be glad to see you with 
your friend j and the fossil resembling a vei tebia) and to enter- 
lain you wilUcnu interrupt ion with the sight of any thing in 
the power of your very humble servant, Hans Sloane," 

• A'UTW^ird^ Bishop of Pt^terhorDiigb, See before, p* 80, 
i* M, A, 1677- He had been KeiiueiPs College Tuior* 

+ Thh Letter, iiueiuted to have beeti inserted in p. 73* t& of little eort- 
aoipienee, eicept to exemplify the remark in the first note in that page. 


Dr. 
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DR. .JOHN BATTELY, 

a respectable Divine and intelligent Antiquary, w^as 
born at St. Edmund's Bury, SutFolk, in 1647 - 
was some time Fellow of IVinity College, Cambridge; 
took the degree of B. A. in I665; AI. A. 1669 ; 
and D. D, 1684; being at that time Chaplain to 
Archbishop Sancroft—by whose iriendly patronage 
he became Hector of Adisham in Kent in 1684: Arch¬ 
deacon of Canterbury in 1687-8 ; and in 16S8 a Fre- 
bendary of Canterbury, and Master of Eastbridge 
Hospital, to which l^e was a great benefactor, and 
where his portrait still ornaments the Hall* 

In 1694 Archdeacon Battely published a single 
Sermon, on 1 John v. 4; and we are told in 
the Introduction to the Archaeologia, voL L p. xxvi^ 
that Dr* Battely w^as one of those gentlemen emi¬ 
nent for their affection to, and advances in the sci¬ 
ence of Antiquities, who revived the Antiquarian 
Society by their weekly meetings at the Bear tavern 
in tlie Strand in the year 1707*” He certainly 
had the pleasure of numbering among his Friends 
and Correspondents some of tlie most distinguished 
Scholars and Philosophers of that age. 

He died on the lutli of October, J708; and was 
buried in the Soutli Cross of Canterbury Cathedral, 
where a mural tablet is thus inscribed: 

“ H. s, E. 

Johannes Battely, S. T. P. 

BuriiD Saiicii EdiiiuuUl in Suffolcia natus; 

Cullegii S. S*® Trinitatis Cantabrigiae Socius; 
a Sacris Don test! cj is Hevereiniissima 
Willielmo Saitcrofi, ArcUiepiscopo Caiuuarieasi; 
a quo ineriLi^jjijina accepit praiiuia : 

Rectonam de Adisham prope lianc Urbem; 

iiujus Ecclesise Metro pot it icse CaiiononicatLim ; 
liuinsque Ditcceseos Arebidiaconatum: 

* Hu is iherB said by mist alee to have died in 17 IS. 

quae 
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qu^ omnia summS. cum fide et prudentii 
admiEiisti-avit nmnia, 

Vir inLegerrima in Deum pietate, 
honestissimis et soavissimis morlbus, 

Lxcellentt divinanuB et humanarum literarum scieutia, 
sirtgttlari in egenos beneficentiS, 
in sous charitatej candore et benignitate in ornnesj 

H is tot pr^claris dotibus haiic Basilicam 
totamqiie Ecclesiam Anglicanaiii iiisigniter oniavit. 

Obiit Octob. x. anno Domini m.dccviii, 
aetatis suaa LXi.” 

Hr. Battely was twice married; but left no issue. 
His second wife survived him more than 30 years *. 

Though vv6 have no traces of any publication bv 
him in his life-time, except the single Sermon 
already noticed; there remain some excellent spe¬ 
cimens of his zeal and abilities in antiquarian 
research. This is strongly evinced by the ap- 
Ijearance of a well-written posthumous work, in¬ 
tituled “ Antiquitates Kutupiiisepublished by 

^ Her lumb, in the chancel at Wickham, is thus inscribed: 
Ney ihe fdace licUi Interrod the body of Mar^ Battely, 
iecond wife of the late reverend and km md Dr.John Battely, D.D. 
Archtleacon of C'anterbury j by whom slie had no issiie. 

She \vas the youngest daughter of S'" Hcmy Oxenden, 
Knight and Baronet, of Deane, in this Countv; 
a lady of noble and excellent endowments both of mind^ and body; 
prudent, Avise, generous, and just j 
amiable in her manners, and graceful in her person: 
whicli great perfections conducted Jier tbrougdi a iojio- 
and liappy life, not only without leproaeh, ^ 
but with universal approbanon i 
and procured her, from her earliest voiitli, that respect 
and brightness of character, which she inaintahicd 
with honour and dignity to the fullest of her years j 
when, having arnved at the age of 85/ 
she departed this life, at Canterbury, Dec. £5, 1741 ^ 
equally regretted by rich and poor, 
acquaintances, friends, and relations." 

I?! Ei-eface Dr. Ten? thus characterizes the Archdeacon; 
" Doi hbcllum hunc perlegeris. lector, dolebit tibi, quod uiii- 
cum hoc opusculuin absoliitum reliquerit Autor, uti fecilfe pei-sin- 
cies, turn in Gnecis Lathihmm Iheris, tuqj in recentioribus '\jiti- 
quitatia omuimodse scrijitoi ibus vei’satissiinus. 

" Has verb Exereitationes cunscripsit, loci ipsius iti quo visit 
opiiortumtatem secutusj cum mmmi.Jibula, annuli, chwei, urna:, 
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Dr. Thomas Terry, Canon of Christ-church, and 
Greek Professor at Oxford; which discovers the Au¬ 
thor to have been well versed in the Homan antiqui¬ 
ties and history, and gives an entertaining account 
of the ancient RtUupiiB and Regulbhmi^^ and other 

alissque i?o?MR^,feiipelleetiles reliquiae in viciniS. ejus quotidie 
essent repertse, et‘ad ilium contmuo allatie; quamm thefaunim 
satis ampkicu collegit, et nepoti suo, Joanni Buttdy^ b Coltegio 
Trinitatis Cmtahngm iiitegium kgavit: [cujus ]7ai'feni quie in 
his Antiquitatibus illustratiir, Propinquij ad quos taudera devenit, 
in cjusdem Col leg u Bibliotheca, reponendam diixenmtd 

Harum re rum studio animum suuni oblectari qulderHi Bed 
non ab opcre magis serio avocarl passus est Theal<igus^ ut erat 
cansiimmalissimus, et Conclonator ereber, ardens, facundus. 
Ita nempe hujusmodi disquisitfonibus vacavit, ut interim sancTa. 
quEC in se suscepcratj officia milla ex parte negligerir j ut ntquo 
niuneri Jrchidiitconali, quod prudeniissim^ administjavitj neque 
gregi suOj cui arsidiife lu^igilavit dihgentissiraus Pastor, usquam 
deesset. Nemo itaque illius in hiscc Ruiupiamm Monument is ex- 
plicandis nimiam dillgentiam mento iocusare potesi, nisi forte 
populares ejus <le Sancti Edmtmdl Butgo r qnibus fas erat sperare, 
ut oppidi sui, et celeberrinii in eo Monasterii, hisroriam ab ipso 
inchoatam, et ad annum productaoi^ aliquando per otium 
suum absolveret/* 

^ In his researches info the early history of these celebrated 
Roman Stations, the Aichdeacon was favoured with the advice and 
assistance of several learned friends 3 anti he thus describes the 
method which he pursued in collecting Antiquilies at Reculver^ 
which he recoimnends to Collectors In general: I visited Rccuh er 
on account of its great repiilation for antiquity: 1 applied myselt' 
to such of tile inhabitants as employed themselves in searching for 
ancient remains j I gave them a strici: caution not to clean such 
coins as were rusty, by rubbing them with sand or any tiilng else j 
as I had seen many of the most valuable by that means tjuite ob¬ 
literated } to sell no brass to the brasiers, but to reserve it for me, 
and i would give a higher price for it) to break no urns or pots; 
and if they fouml them broken, and inscribed with any maiis 
or letters, to bring them to me, Tliis was the origin of my col¬ 
lection- Jn fdher places let him who is curious in such researches, 
open banows } let him explore encampments, trenches, and the 
places adjouvTig j let him examine the ancient public ways; let 
him, without superstition or dread, open and ransack sepulchres, 
which are generally by the road-side) let him carefully explore 
the ruins of cliffs ; when he finds any traces of antiquity, let him 
pursue them, and call in the assistance of connoisseurs 5 if lie should 
discover any coins, either lying in a heap, or inclosed in an urn 
or pot, let him observe tlie latest, for they will nearly determine 
the time when they were burled: iet him allovv' every man of 
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Cities and Ports on the Coast of Kent^ well knovyn 
to tlje Romans; whose coins^ &c> were here daily dis- 
coveredj and were plentifully collected by the curious 
Author* The work is composed in elegant Latin, 
in the form of a Dialogue between the Author and 
Ilfs two learned Friends and Brother Chaplains^ Dr- 
Henry Maurice^ and Mr, Henry Whartoii'l". 

Dr, Terry^ in his Preface to the Antiquitatcs 
Rutupinte,’' informed the publick that Dr- Battely 
had^ with no small labour and expencej, collected 

learning full liberty' to inspect whatever he fintlsj when he meets 
with inscriptions^ let them l>e accurately eopictlj anth without 
envy, conimiunieatecl Uj the world. Anti be these the law's of 
Antif|iurjes- J style myself a citizen of KenL” he adds, as 
a great niany yeai's have elapsed, since, being sent into that 
Cfntnfy* t^jgether with my brother Nicholas, by the most Rev, 
ih\ VVilham Bancroft, Arclibishop of Canterbury > arid there pro* 
nioted to a Benefice^ and also honoured with Dignities, 1 was 
kindly received by the inliabitants of TCcnt, Nicholas, by illus¬ 
trating the aiitif[ui{ies of the city of Canterbury, will soon dis- 
cluirge his duty by publishing his ’ivork. 'That 1 too might not be 
wanting in niy duty, I havestudied the antiquities fif the county: 
sudi tiierefore as they are, Kent is entitled to them, which 
indeed ts iiiy country, »f that be our country wheix wx are ha]>py ’ 
and to all my studies on the subjects of antir|nities, it has, besides, 
a farther clsfiin, by having supplied me both with thematenals 
and with ancient remains. To the discussion of the Roman 
transactions in this corner of Kent, 1 was not a little prompted 
by my vievving, as often as my duty called me to my ]>arocliial 
charge at Adisham, from its <leUghtful hills and downs, the 
S[iircs of Re culver, I lie isle of Tiianct, the coast near Richbd- 
ruugh, and the level in which was the haven of Rutiipije^ for 
the frequent sight of these places gave rise to raany reticctions on 
their antiquity.” 

* Chaplain to Sir Leoline Jenkins (ambassador at Nimegucin), 
1()75; to archbishop Sancroft, KiSO, and by him preferred to 
the rectory ofChevening, in Kent, and the treasurership of Chi¬ 
chester, and, lastly, to the rectory of Newington in Oxfordshire, 
fie was also Margaret professor of divinity at Oxford, and, in 
right of that [ilace, prebendary of Worcester. For a list of his 
woi’ks, see VVood's A then as Oxon lenses, vol, II. p. sjd. 

f Rector of Chartham in Kent, and vicar of Minster in the 
isle of Tim net j well kn<iwu to tlie learned world by bis Anglia 
Sacra, and many oiher works. He tell a martyr to his studies 
at I lie of 30, vtz, in the year 1605, and was buried with great 
murks of distinction in Weshumster-abbey, where a monuruent 
is el ected to Uis memory, 


manv 


DR. JOHN BATTELV* 


89 


iDaiiy particulars tending to illustrate tlie antiqui¬ 
ties of his native town of Bury St, Edmund's, and 
its most famous Monastery; which he had begun, 
and brought down to the year 12/^; whicli, -having 
devolved to his Relations, were preserved by them, 
to be communicated to any of the Learned, or Lovers 
of Antiquity, who might undertake a History of the 
same kind. But this hint having been thrown 
out more than go years with no effect, and tlie [uib- 
lication of them being much solicited ; the last was 
at length undertaken by his nephew, Mr, Oliver 
Battely; who published it in 1745^ together with a 
new edition of the former, under tlie title of 

^Ooaiinis Battely, S/LP. Archidiaconi Cantuarien- 
sis, Opera Posthuma; viz. Aotiquitates RutupiriEB; 
et Antiquitates S, Edmundi Burgi* ad annum 1272 
perductse, Oxoni®, h Theatro Sheldoniano/' 

In the first portion of this volume, Mr. Battely 
received some useful flints, and the loan of several 
copper-])lates^, from t!ie Rev* Jotm Lewis;};, tlie 

* To tlus voUime is an eU'^nt inset iption, in Larin, 

to Dr. John Potter, ArclJjbhop of Canteibiii y. 

t The neat little map of the Isle of Thanet, whlcli forms the 
frontispiece to t his Etlrtion, is from the plate used by Mr. Lewis 
in his own title-page in 1736; ami Mr. Battcly's second plate, a 
large map of the Island, is also copied from one by filr. Lewis, 
t Of Mr. Lewis, and his useful literary pursuits, moiie w ill be 
found in some subset}uent pages of this vohuiie. Three Letters 
of his to I\Ir. Oliver Battely are printed in [ijj. IOC—109. 

Of this friendly Coadjutor, Mr. Battely says, in a MS frag¬ 
ment of his now before me, Vir Reverenflos Jtjannes Lewis, 
Kcclesise th Menstre Vicai'ius, post AVKartomnn secuhdus, pust- 
quam in Tanad nnnos xv egissel; ejusdem Historiam et Aniiqui- 
tates^ A. D. mdccxxih, reiierat o ciijusque jsarlisexamine, edidtt^ 
in cujus Eractatfts initio eandem banc sen cent! mu de an tap 10 
mans cursu pluribus argumentb et tesfimoiilis defend]t. Ex 
anti quia monuincnib fieclom ad naves oncrarias excipiendas juxta 
Menstre oUm fuisse ostcndit; et ejusdem si rum ad Decide nr ale 
Ecclesia* latus investigatus est: et ut, acstuariitanTiqm cursus, quL 
quoties planiUem ;u=peAerHt ipsius oculis quoridie (iccun it, lec- 
tm ihns Hbtoiia; auilqufe studlosis melius innofesceret. Hanc 
tabulam, quae Antliorls nostri sententiam abundfc conSrmar, in 
Iwecionmi gratiam ddlneavitj et nobis cum humauifate commu- 
nicavit," He- 
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laborious Historian -of the Isle of Thanet and of 
Favcrsham from Di\ John Lynch'|-5 Dean of Canter¬ 
bury; and from the Rev. John Head afterwards a 

Kespecting another of liis plates Mr. Battel/s MS. adds, 

“ Tabula Tenia in Monastico prliniiTn edita est ex Archetype in 
Cndice MS. in Bibliothedl Aulse Trinitatis apud Cantabrlgienses. 
Deiineavit V. 11, J, Freeman, Collegii Sid, Suss, Socius. Codex, 
quiAnnales MonasteriiSaiicli Augustini juxtaCantuariam, necnoa 
Annales Monastcnoruin de Mea&tre et Sancti Petri et Pauli, intra 
Tanalim con I i net, saeculo circa tempora regaantis Kegis Henrici 
yninti exaratus videlnr; unde paiet lymbam transvecturam ad 
Terranij ct non niodb Wantsumi corsus in parte Occldcntali Arche- 
typi ad Stonore usque coniinuatus, sed et lymba ad Sarrum saac- 
thnonialibus ab Ea<lberto concessa, in quani jus post clissolututn 
Sancti Petri et Fauli Monusterinm, ctim cseteris Sanctimonalmm 
possess!onibifs, ad Monasterium Sancit Augustini devenit, Utilem 
adhue iranseumibus operarn priestitisse, ostendit Wantsiimi cur¬ 
ium in bievem^ alveum quo hodie continetur nondum contract 
turn fuisse. Lt non modb Joannis Twini testimonium, sed et 
t homse Moori Equitis Aiii ati, qui de hoc portu memorat, osten- 
dnnt, ad sfficull usque decimi sexti medium et Regis Henrici 
Octavi terfe fiiieni superfuisse idvos, qui hoc a;stuariiini navibus 
tiiajonbusvchemlis ajjtuin cognoverint^ el damnum ex inopinata 
alvei contractidne dciicvcnnt, Lcctorem monitum vohimusj quod 
cum in h^c terti^ tabulfi, non omnia expresshirus qujc Annalista 
ad Hjstoriam siiam iilustrandam inseruit; nihil tamen delinea- 
\imns nisi quod in ipso Aixdietypo conspici potest,” 

* The Ground-plan of the Abbey Church, deJineated by Mi\Bur- 
rough in 1718 , is inscribed; “ Doctissimis Viris, Sucietatis Anii- 
quariorum Londinensis Pr^esidi et Sociis, banc Ichnographkm 
Eedesia! Monasterii Sanefi Edmund], quern ab interitti vinciicavit 
Jac. Bunongh, A. M, ejusdem Societatls et C:oIl. Caio-Gonvill. 
Caufab, Socius, D. D, J). 01 . Battely.” A West view of the Abbey 
gate IS inscribed to Dr, NicholasClagett, Bislrop of Exetej- a View 
of tlie Abbey Palace to Lee Maroei', Esq. of Walsingliam ^or*- 
folk; and a neat small Bii'd’s-eye View of the Ruins of the Monas¬ 
tery forms a head-jpiece to the first page of the History. 

t Of this eminent Dignitaiy, who died Mav 25 ; 17C0, ®t. 63 , 
some satisfactory particidars may be seen in IMr. Todd's " Lives 
of the Deans of Canterbury," p. 211. A Letter of lus to Mr 
Battely is given in p. 105 ; and one to Dr. Ducarel, a few months 
only before liLs death, in p. tJ4. 

i The Rev. John Head, a younger son of Sir Francis Head 
Bart, was educated a Student of Christ Church in Oxford, where 
he took the degree of B. A. in 1722, and M, A. 1726. He was 
presented in 1733 to (he Rectories of St. George and St Mary 
Bungarc m Canterbury; in 173.5 to that of Pluckley; and was 
collated to the Archdeaconry of Canterbury, by Archbishop Hcr- 

ring. 
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Baronetj and sometime Archdeacon of Canterbury*, 
The History of the Abbey of St. Edmundsbury was 
completed by a large Appendix of valuable Historic 
Documents; and by a List of the Abbots^ jcommu- 
nicated by Mr, James Burrough^. 

ring, in 174S. and installed on April 15. He obtained ako the 
Fifth Prebend in that Cathedral, where he was installed July 17, 
1759 . in 1760 he resigned Plncliley and his Canterbury Rec- 
toi'ies, on being ]»re£ented to that of Ickham. In 1761 he was 
appointed Master of the Hospitals of St. John in Canterbury, and 
of St. Nicholas in Harbledow n, which he held at his death, as 
well as the Prebend of Bitrton Colwell in the Church of Hereford- 
By the death of bis elder brother, he succeeded to the title of 
Baronet in 176S, which he enjoyed bnt a short time. He died, 
almost suddenly, at his Ptcbcndal iiouse in Canterbury, Dec. 4, 
J769, without surviving issue; very gcneially rcgrettetl tbr his 
urbanity of manners, his iinafFected piety, and universal bene¬ 
volence ; deriving a more lasting fame fj'orn his ti*uly Christian 
virtues than from Jiis hereditaiy title and ecclesiastical dignities. 
By the poor, the friendless, and the unfortunate, he was justly 
revered, as their parent, their fiiend, their comforter, and con- 
slant bcnelkctor. He was buried in the chancel of Ickliam church. 

^ To this handsome Edition, Plates were contributed by Dr. 
Robert Clavering, Bishop of Peterborough ; Dr. Marlin Benson, 
Bishop of Gloucester ; Dr. John Gilbert, Bishop of Laudaff, and 
Canon of Christ Church; Dr. Charles Este, Bishop of Waterford; 
Dr. Richard Trevor, Bishop of St. David's, and Canon of Christ 
ChureVi; Dr. David Gregory, Canon of Christ Church; the Hon. 
George Lee, D. C. L.; William Murray, Esq. Solicitor General 
(afterwards Eaii of Mansfield); Andrew Stone, Esq.; and Tho¬ 
mas Lambard, Esq. 

i‘ This distinguished Architect was of Gonvill and Calus Col¬ 
lege, Cambridge ; B, A. 1734; M. A. 173S. He ivas elected 
F, S, A. in 1741; in 1754 (being then Senior Esquire Beadle) 
was chosen Master of his College; and in 1759, on presenting 
an Address to King George II, on his pi^sent Majesty's coming 
of age, i'ceeived the honour of Kiaghtbood. To his taste and 
skill the Univei’sity were indebted for the Plan of the Senate- 
House, and various other public buildings at Cambridge in his 
time; as Os.ford somewhat earlier had been to Dr. Aldrich. He 
died Aug. 7, 1764; and his hbraiy was sold, in a priced Catalogue, 
1766, by Thuilbourn and Woodyer. 

Mr. Tyson, in a Letter to Mr. Gough, Jan. 11, 177^, says, 

Mr. Ciilluiii pciinitted me to take home, to transcribe, a thick 
quarto of hb w-titing, containing extracts of the Collections 
of Battdy and Sir James Burrough relating to Bury. All the 
material and curious pajrers are given at large; the others 
abridged \v\\h great judgment. 1 never saw a more curious vo¬ 
lume. 
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Nicholas Battely, vounijer brother of the Arch- 
tleacon, was orif^inalty of Trinity College, Cambridge; 
B, A. l66S ; then of Peter-house, M. A. l6’72; Rector 
of Ivechiireb, and Vicar of Bekesborne, Kent, 1685. 

In 1703 he jiublished a folio volume, intituled, 
“ The Antiquities of Canterbury. In two parts: 
the first part, The Antiquities of Canterbury; or a 
Survey of that ancient City, with the Suburbs and 
(.’alhedral, &c. sought out and published by the in¬ 
dustry and good-will of Willlaui Soniner: the second 
edition*, revised and enlarged by Nicholas Battely, 
Al. A. Also All*. Sonnier’s discourse called Chartham 
news: or a relation of some strange bones found at 

^ a 

CliartliHin in Kent, ^ro uliich iire added some Ob¬ 
servations concerning the Mo man Aiif icjnrties of Can¬ 
terbury t and a FrefacCj giving an account of the 
works and remains of the learned antiquary Mr, 
William Somner, by N* B,—'I'he second part. Can- 
tuaria Sacra: or the Antiquities, i . Of the Cathedral 
and Mctmpolitica! C!ujrcl>. IL Of the Archbisliop- 
rick. in. Of tlie late Priory of Christ Church; and ol 
the present Collegiate Ciuircli, Ibunded by K. Henry 
\ III. witli a Catalogue of all the Deans and Canons 
thereof, Of the Archdeaconry of Canterbury. 

V. Of the Monastery of St. Augustin : of the jiarish 
churches, hospitals, and other religious places, that 
are or have been in or near that City. Enquired into 
by Nicholas Battely, Vicar of Bekesborne. lllus^ 

lame. The account oF Henry VI. at 1^ years of age, s|>cnJing htA 
Christmas wi^h the Abbots and Monks, is marvedonsly pleasing." 
And m another Letter, Jam 30, I heard lately, with honor, 
that Sir James Burrouglfs ColIecMons, with many oF the Caiu^ 
College were peibhing in a ganvC in the dutches of an old 
woman tarrbj Ills executrix, who expects the 

College should redeem them at an enormous price. 1 shah not 
sleep uA you assure me ihcy are sate/'—Again, Peb. I, The 
melancholy tale of Sir J, BufrbugU'a Colicctum is too true. How¬ 
ever, all the prints^ 8;e. hnund in vohniies, are in Cains Lihrarv." 

^ Many of .Soninei’ $ Collections relating to this City, and other 
towns and churches in Keritj were published iuThorn's Chronicle 
at the Abbey, among Twysden's ‘^Deccni Seriptoj-es;” his extracfi? 
out of this Chronicb, the Obituary, and other Beglstei's of thb 
and Kochester Chm chj ia Wharum^s Attglia Sacra/' 
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ti’ated und adorned uith several usefVd and fair 
scLilj)!!] res 

Mr. Battely wrote some papers and accounts of 
EastbridgeHospital,in Canterbury, which are printed 
inStrype’s Life of Wtjitgift; and left in MS. a regu¬ 
lar History of that Hospital'^- He left also some 
valuable notes in an interleaved co[>y of Hiigdale's^ 
Monasticon, which Mr. Lewis maiie use of in his 
History of I'avershain, 17^7. He died 10 , 

1704; and wjs buried at Bekesborne, 

Oliver Battelv, the Re-publisher of the Anti- 
quitates RutupinaeJ/’ was born in lfi97, the son of 
Nh’cholas Batte/y, of the City of Canterbury, clerk. 
He was admitted a scholar at Westminster in 17! ;?. 
and was elected to Cambridge in 1716'; but, waiving 
the benefit of this election, he entered as a Commoner 
at Ciirist Church, where he was matneniated June 
S, 17iff, being then ig years old. He was soon 
afterwards appointed a Cannoner Student; became 
Bp A. May jg, IJ20; M. A. March IJ23; and 
Bp I). Nov, 7 j 1734* having served the office of 
Proctor in 1732. He was presented to the Rec¬ 
tory of Iron Acton in Gloucestershire (a College 
living) in 173G; and died in 1763, at the age of 6'6', 
probably at Iron Acton, though there is no n lent ion 

^ In this Edition is omitted the hoe draught of a Font given 
hy Dr. VVarnerj the liberal Bishop of Rochester^ lC)3fj, iriseited 
in the former^ p, 180. The Parliament soldiers having pulled it 
down, Sooiner bought the pieces, and at the Restoration pre¬ 
sented them to the Archbishop, who jcplaced it, and first bap* 
uzed a daughter of ifs preserver in it. Buttely says, Warner 
erected another new one." Gough's British Tojiography, I p. 4;V2, 

t Published in 1785, by the Rev. John Duncombe, in the 
** Bibliotheca Topographica Britanniea/* No, XXX—See also ft 
Hi&toj^ of Reculver ami Heme, by i\lr. Duncombe, in the same 
Cuiiection, No. XVI IF 

X The Antiquities of Richhorougli and Reculver, abridged 
from the Latin of Mr. Archdeacoti Battely, was published in 1774 
by Mr. Dun com be.--** A more particular description of Richborou^h, 
v.ith plates of several Antiquities there found, may be seen an¬ 
nexed to Mr. Boyb's History^ of Sandwich/' pp. 8Ci5“B67 j and 
in ihe Eibliotbeca Topographica Britanniea," No, XLll. 


of 
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of his having been buried there^ or rather of any 
tombstone being erected to his memory, 

Welchj in his List of Westminster Scholars, states 
that Oliver Battely was a Prebendary of LandafL — 
From some anecdotes that are well recollected at 
Oxford, it seems probable thatj after the comforts 
and indulg^ences of a Christ-Church Common-Room^ 
he had not much relish for a country life. 

John Battelv probably an elder brother of Oli¬ 
ver, was admitted of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
1706; B. A. 1708; M. A. 1712. He was ordained 
Deacon by Dr. Francis Atterbury, Bishop of Roches¬ 
ter, Sept. 21, 1713; and Priest Feb. 24, 17^3-14. 
He was presented by Charles the fourth Lord Corn¬ 
wallis, to the united Rectories of Ingham, Culford, 
and Tim worth, Suffolk, in 1717 ; and in 173^ to that 
of Word well in the same county, where he died. 

Charles BATTELY-f-, a younger son of the last- 
mentioned John, was admitted of University College, 
Oxford, 1746; and was presented to the Rectory of 
Wetlierden, a Crown Living in Suffolk, and the Per¬ 
petual Curacy of Hemston in the same county, in 
1758. He died at Wetherdeiij Oct. 8, 1791, eet 72. 

Waldegrave Battely, his son, was of St- John’s 
College, Cambridge; B. A. 177I; curate of Shotley 
in Suffolk; and died there in March lSl4, tet. 66 . 

Dean Lynch :j: to Dr. Ducarel, 

“Dear Sir, Catiterburr/, Nqv, £2, 1759- 

“ I thank you ver}^ sincerely for your frientlly letter, which I 
did not receive till yesterday evening, some time after the post 
was gone oat. In case of the Bishop of Winchester s death, I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will ask Mrs, Hutton § if she 
will permit me to resign the Treasnrership of SaiTim|| to my Sou, 
which I shall esteem as a lasting obligation. 

“ Your behaviour on this account deserves my most grateful 
acknowledgments j being with a true sense of your favours, and 
with the highest esteem, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged and very f^uthful sen^ant, J, Lynch.’' 

^ AnolUer Julin Battely was of Pembroke Hall, Cambriclere; B. A. 
1714; M. A- 1718. 

f Jobji Battely, ati elder son, was admitted at Christ Chardi in 1734; 
and probably died young, 

I See before, p/$0, § The Widow of Archbishop Hutton. 

II An Option which had been secured by the Archbishop. 

Lel.ters 
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Letters to Archdeacon BattjelYp 

« Sir, Oct 12 , 1700. 

I had not heard of your indispOiiitioa till by the return of 
my servant last Tiiiii'sday]i and, indeed, I should have been ex¬ 
tremely concerned for it, had he not informed me that you are 
recovered again: I most heartily wished you a perfect re-esta^ 
blishment of your good health* 1 have fur some time designt^ 
communicating to you a surprising account (at legist it b so to 
me) of some medals which my Lord Weymouth* purchased last 
w'inter in town* Not knowing what credit to give to what I 
had heard of them, I wrote to my Lord, and hatl the following 
Account;—Two amongst them, the most remarkable, are these; 
a medal of gold (weighing above twenty-two ounces, the gold 
worth 5Z, per ounce) of Joannes PalEEologus, Kmperor of Con- 
sta ntinople j on the lie verse is witten, 'orvspisANiPicTORiSi' 
Tliis, T believe, you wUl allow may probably be a true one, Pisani 
being famous for having engraved very large ones of sevej al great 
persons, and particularly one of that. Emperor ; besides that* 
my Lord assures me it is not cast, and is of the finest gold, and 
not being very ancient, it might easily be preservetl. But that 
which startled me, was the account of an Antoninus, w'hosc 
diameter is 4 inches, half an inch, and a *20tli part of an inch ; 
weighing *21 ounces 12 penny-weights, at 4L 10s* per ounce* 
On one side are the heads of Antoninus and his Empress Fanstlna j 
on the other, Cybele in a chariot drawn by lions j in the exergue, 
AETBHNiTAS* My Lord says, that besides their being of so ex¬ 
traordinary a size, and of the finest gold, that of Antoninus and 
Faustina is most exquisitely stamped ^ the other by Pisani, rude 
in comparison of the former* He says that my U>rd Pembroke, 
who is the best judge he knows, examined them nicely, and de¬ 
clared he saw no marks of spnriousnessj that they were certainly 
struck not cast, and concluded it was not worth any one’s labour 
to counterfeit medals of that metal and value, for the bare keep¬ 
ing them seven years would make the author a loser* My Lord 
says he agrees with me, that the size might make it doubtful, 
liaving never read of any so laige. Whose they were, he knows 
not, the person who sold them being enjoined secrecy i but he 
guesseth they came out of some great cabinet* He bought at 
the same time above forty more gold medals, the finest and best 
pj'cserved he ever saw, both ancient and modern, as of Galba, 
Ptolemy, Augustus, Marcellus, Domitiao, Licinius, and many of 
the Greek Emperors* These are certainly a noble addition to my 
Lord’s Collection, though 1 know not yet what to think of his 
Antoninus 5 much is said for it* My Lord Pembrotve understands 
them very well, as does my Lord Weymouth: yet its bulk makes it 
almost incredible that it should be ancient j for where can it have 

^ Thomas Thyniie, the first VUcount Weymouth, so created in 1^33, 
He was a Noblemnii of strict piety, kODOur, and iiitegrily j and died July 
S3, nu, aged 74. 
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been so well preserved and concealed ? Mr. Evelyn, in liia book 
ot' Meilals, reminds me of a passage in Dr. Burnet’s Letters of 
his 1 ravels in Germany, who spealw of a prodigious piece of for¬ 
gery di^eo\iered at the siege of Bonne, where, he says, clearing 
the ground to raise a battery, there w'as found a cart-load of gold 
Imperial metlals, of the finest ducat gold, and of so a great a size, 
that some of iliem weighed two pimndsj and tliat, by the rude 
manner of their sculpture at first sight, every one concluded them 
to be fake, and to have been counterfeited 4 or 500 years ago j 
and he wtinders who could be at so expensive a piece of forgery, 
for they amounted to the value of above 100,000 crowns when 
found, ataJ, he says, must haie been worth ten times as much 
when made, suppOiiing them to be but of the antiquity he men¬ 
tions. If there is any truth in the story, I should believe those 
medals to be ancient (though of ill workmanship), and jiossibJy 
coined by some Prince in confederacy with, or tributary to, the 
Romans. And I should be apt to think that niy Lord Wevmouih's 
was one of tliesc j if [ did not find it described to be admirably 
engraved.—I should not have troubled you with niy conjectures, 
wliich will but shew my ignorance; yet I couhi not but give you 
an accoimt of the five meflais; for I think there is something 
curious even in tlie bare description of them, from w^hich I 
doubt not but you will be able to judge whether the Antoninus 
be true or false. I must, hovvever, beg your pardon for so tedious 
a letter, iind shall need it no less for offering you a parcel of 
such trash as 1 tear is most of what [ send with it; but they are 
all the dupUcbtes 1 have met willi since I saw you. 1 shall be 
plpise<l if there are any tolerable amongst them, and desire you 
will throw away w hat are not so; 1 wish they were more and 
better. I have taken the liberty of describing some of them 
which are the mtjsi defaced, they being, I doubt, liardly worth your 
examination. I be best thing 1 can do now is to release you, 
after having desired you will, with rny wife’s, present my most 
humble services to your lady, and accept them 3 ^ourself from her 
and from. Sir, 


Your most obliged and most humble servant, FJ. Finch.” 

« u L , , , 14, 1702. 

Having been lately at work ujion the famous antiquity at 
Ctiilham, vulgarly called Julaberrys Grave, 1 supposed you would 
hear of it, and that you might have a cui iosity of knowing my 
success, 1 would have given yon an account of it sooner, if 
business had not prevented me. My success was so bad that .you 
will hardly find the relation of it worth j-eading, because I have 
not been ableato make any useful discovery. That it has been a 
burial-jilace^ is manifest, but of what people or time I find no 
marks. It is tibbve 60 yards long, and between seven and eight 
feet high in the noddle; above 40 foot broad at the base, but 
narrow at the top; in shape it differs from a common grave only 
ui the ku-gencss of its dimensions. 1 sunk a well in the middle, 
hve feet diameter, from which 1 afterwards dug a trench live feet 

broad. 
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broati, and 16 feet long, up towai’df the East end of tlie grave 
(for it lies East and West, inclining something to the South and 
North). A little below the turf we found two or three pieces of 
large boneSj 1 believe the thigh bones of a horse, and perhaps 
burie<l there by a dog- I found the eai'th of a chalky substance, 
but loose and broken till I came about five feet from tlie top, 
wiien wc came to a dark mould, soft and damp, like what is found 
in church-yards when they dig in an old grave ] and in Chilham 
park there is such earth, full of the bones of men, women, and 
children, as appears by the sculls. Here we found a few bones, 
but imperfect, and most of them so rotten that tliey cinimbled 
in handling, which must either proceed from the length of 
time Uiey have lain there, or from the weather penetrating to 
I Item, for the chalk above lies very loose and hollow in many 
places I I cannot tell whether these are the bones of men or of 
beasts, finding none entire enough to make any judgment from 
them. We found some pieces of deer’s horns, and two or three 
large teeth, I believe of horses, I'his is all we met with except a 
few bones of rabbits, or vermin, as I believe, if not of tbwJ, for 
some of them are of the shape and bigness of the thigh-bones of 
pullets. This earth is about hvo feet thick, and lies in a straight lioej 
beneath it we dug a little way into a white chalky earth as at the 
top, and presently came to the rock of chalk, so that I find what* 
ever has been buried here, was laid upon the surface of tlje ground, 
and lowered afterwards, according to the Roman manner of bu¬ 
rial, but I do not remember whether the Roman tumuli are ever 
of this shape. The earth seems to have been thrown up at once, 
and is too great a body, I should think, to have been I'aised without 
a great many hands, and probably it must have been the w^ork 
of part of an army. If it had been the burial-place of a tamily, 
I believe, it would not He so evenj nor would the earth vvithin, 
which seems to be compounded of the bodies laid there and the 
earth about them, be in a line, but would have been met with 
in patches. However, 1 am much in the dark, and my conjec¬ 
tures must needs be very uncertain. If bodies wei'e buried here, 
how should the bones of horses and hoj*ns of deer be among them, 
unless if it was a Roman work, they might sacrifice beasts and 
throw them into the heap. If J had dog farther, perhaps, I might 
have made a better discovery ^ but 1 undertook the work at my 
Lord Weymouth's desire. If he is inclined I sboulti make another 
attempt. With Mr. Digges' leave 1 will try what I can make of 
it, and should then desire the favour of your advice what method 
I had best observe in my work, I should be very much obliged 
to you if you please at your leisure to give me your opinion con¬ 
cerning this place, if It is possible to uiake any judgment from 
so imperfect an account as I send you, for winch I very much 
need your pardon, I am. Sir, &c, H, Finch*,"- 

* The lynches of Wye Court were a respectable faiuily, descended from 
those of Sewards m Liiisted, a younger branch of the Finches of Eastwell, 
descended from V^iiiceiit Herbert, alias Finch, of NetUerfiidd, Sussex. 
Tbev lived at Wye Court, Hasted, vol. HI. p. 176 . 

VoL. IV. ’ H 
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" Sir, jiiigmt 23, 1703 . 

the year 1699, digging for the foundation of a house, 
one of the labourers turned up several round pieces of brass, not 
flat, but concave 5 they were of diSerent sizes, between three 
quarters of an inch to three inches over. The smaller had In 
the middle one, the middle size two, and the largest three rivets 
fixed to them- These are supposed to have been ornaments used 
by the Romans on the furniture of their horses. The same per¬ 
son {by name John Mizred) immediately after dug up a medal 
of Faustina junior, of the large kind of brass medals j after 
which, taking a more peculiar care in opening the gi’ound, which 
was (being then about two feet and a half lower than the street) 
a mixture of rubbish, ashes of burnt wood, like to a vein of 
earth, in thickness about a foot, in which 1 found several small 
medals of brass, silver, and plated* From this depth to about a 
foot and lialf lower, the gi’Ound was full of bones, as sculls of 
heifers, swine, and a considerable number of boars' tushes j 
amongst which was abundance of pieces of urns of several colours 
and (as by the pieces apjieared) shapes. The colours were black, 
two kinds, one ragged coarse earth, the other a smooth fine 
sinning earth ; a reddish brown, very thick, the inside stuck full 
of small stones as big as the heads of great brass pins j a kind 
also of ash colour, wrought on the outside with whitish colour^ 
another a beautiful redj some plain, and some linely wrought, 
finely glazed. I have most of the pieces of a dish or plate of the 
red, with the letters Annas iu the middle j it is about nine inches 
over. Several pieces of marble I found, and of several colours. 
Below this, to two feet deep, 1 found scattered about abundance 
of brass and copper medals of the large kind. These things lay 
within a circular foundation, about 18 foot diameter of bricks 
17 inches long and 12 over, 1^ thick ^ some 2“ thick. It had 
an opening E^istward live feet wide y the thickness was above a 
foot. Through this, and on the right band as yon entered, was 
an arch turned w ith tlie same brick, a foot and half wide, within 
which passed a strong spring j just without the entrance, 1 
found an iron bolt or bar of a great length (tliongh it came up 
ill pieces, being eat near asunder by lying in the earth), which 
had on it three knobs ctwered with copper, washed with silver. 

The digestion of this account I must surely refer to your better 
capacity* I'he tnith hereof I can affirm, having dug the wkole 
(except The brass pieces of horse ornaments and one medal) with 
my own hand ^ and which, if it prove any way useful to you, it 
w il 1 be very s atisfac tor y t o you is, dt e. J o h n Ph i l i p s.'' 

" Reverend Sir, Dover, Aug, 24. 

I have made the best enquiry here I could of our most ex¬ 
perienced pilots concerning the distances of tliose places you was 
pleased to mention to me, when 1 last had the honour of waiting 
on you j and I find them, according to the best information I can 
meet with, to be as follows, viz. 

From land to land, i, e* from Dover to Blackness 21 miles* 

“ From 
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From Dover to Calais 24 miles. 

From Dover to Boulogne SO miles 5 some make it but 27. 

From Dover to the Downs 8 miles. 

" From Dover to the mouth of Sandwich River 12 miles. 

From Dover to the South Forelaod, one league. 

From thence to North Foreland, five leagues. 

From North Foreland to the Goorj two and a half leagues. 

** From tlieGoor to Land's end^tbree le^ues j is somewhat more. 

" Thence to the Noor, two leagues. 

'' Then to Gravesendj six and a half leagues. 

Then to London, six and a half leagues. Each league is 
accounted three miles. 

** Sir, it is the judgment of the best pilots, that it is in the 
whole from Dover to Billingsgate, eighty miles and a half. 

From the Goor to Land's end is more than three leagues." 

I had given you this account sooner, but I was willing 
to be the best informed 1 could before I did it, being for that 
reason obliged to wait the return of some of our pilots from 
London. I should think it a gieat honour to be able to serve 
you in any thing else i and am, Reverend Sir, 

'' Your most humble and obedient servant, Michael Bull*," 

" Rev. SiK, Milton 3 near Newport Pagnellf Bucks, July 9,1704. 

When I had the happiness last summer to wait upon you at 
Canterbujy, 1 was entertained with the agreeable sight of your 
admirable Collection of Roman Antiquities j and among others 
of your urn in which you keep your tobacco. The other clay I 
had an opportunity of procuring a very fair and entire urn (which 
will hold three or four pounds of tobacco) that was dug up at Sandy 
in Bedfordshire, where was a Station antiently of the Romans. I 
immediately thought of Mr. Archdeacon Battely, whose civilities 
to me formerly, and of a fresher date, are not forgotten. This 
paper, therefore, is sent to desire bis acceptance of that urn. It 
is accompanied with a larger one, which is considei'ably damaged, 
and therefore of no value. By Mr. Battely of Westminster's di¬ 
rection, they will be left, either this week or next at farthest, at 
Mr. Knaplock's, a bookseUcr in St. Paul's Church-yard, directed 
to yourself at Canterbury. They are inclosed in a wooden box, 
and will, I hope, arrive safe. If they are agreeable to you. Sir, 
it will be a very great satisfaction to. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, W. WoTTonf." 

“ SiH, Faversham, Sept^ 22, IJOS. 

I presume to give you the trouble (by Mr. Cole) to explain 
the seven medals inclosed, which my great desire to know the 
meaning, makes me thus bold ^ and being not ignorant of your 
profound skill in such venerable antiquities, made me resolve to 
desire your judicious thoughts thereon. They are medals which 
have lately been found at Wroxeter, co. Salop, which, with several 

* Rector of St. Jameses, Dover, 17^0 ; which be resFg^ned in 1703. 

f pf this very learned Divine, see iheLiteraiy Anecdotes, voL L p. 2S1. 

u 2 more. 
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mare, and oilier Roman antiquiues, have been lately given me 
by my srsier, who saw them fotmil. I'lie imijerfect letters of 
one of them (which is in a particular paper) malce me iancy it 
Claudius, and the Be,} believe, is a Digaoima, a letter whicii, I 
read, was found out by him. But this my conjeclure 1 hum¬ 
bly submit to your greater judgment. Another, 1 think the 
Reverse, is Diana 'with her bow and arrow | the letters I take to 
he Creek, hut Uie meaning i know not, BAA^^^AIOT, to be read 
fi oiTi the. right hand to the left, 1 think, A little while ago 
1 met with a small dish, which, with several more, was drudged 
out of the sea iiard by Reculver, by fisliermen of our town; it is 
of a mast curious red coloured shining carili, and at the bottom 
these caiJital letters CALhTIN, the true explanation of which I 
very much desire to know. Sometimes 1 fancy tVie meaning is 
Caligula Tiberii Nepos 5 but VG 17 ancient it is, I am sure. 

If I have committed any boldness in troubling you with this 
letter, I hope your goodness will he pleased to cancel it 5 and at 
vour leisure to grant me tlie favour of an inlet into the know- 
ie<lge of tlie iiitSals, which Mr. Cole will give you to peruse j 
ivhicli, with Inunble pardon for this, 1 subscribe myself. Sir, 

"' You r inos L liu m b le se rvant, F i l m eh S q u t h o t; bb* '' 

SiRj Gresham College, Feb, ^5, 170 d, 

is a great satisfaction to me to find 1 have the approbation 
of a man oi' your leai ning and knowdedge in antiquity, and that 
the icon of the Shield was acceptable to you. It meets with the 
same accejuance from the cuiions hej'e, so that I have no cause 
10 think amiss of the graving of it* Mr* Prior is going to have 

^ Secoiiicl son tjf Tbonias Soutliouse, Esq, ofCray^s Ion. Mr, Lewis, in 
his lh>iiofy id Favtrshaiii,” 37^27, acknowledges the assistance he had 
received from liie MS5, of Mr. Filmer Soutliouse, which were then in the 
haiiih of Jiihu Godfrey, Esq. of Norton Court; and also to the Monas- 
ticini Favershamieiisef* published in 1671 by the father | who died Oct* 
15 lG76, ill his 3 Gth year 5 and is thus recorded in Faversham church t 

M* S* 

Jujtta hune parietem deposuit exuvias 
earn is I'homas Smi/iouse Armiger, ab antiqua 
^tirpe de Soufhottse de Selling in aj^ro Cantiano, I'^cr 
civnnexas propagines successive oriundus, qui 
j^hbntiam Faie^ shitTnienscntf inter rudeta sua et 
dueres lahescentem, literatis senpus a macie 
temporum asseruit, deinde 
in cruendo aiitiquas Quiiique Poituuin iinmunitatcs 
iiidagator acerrinius, in enucleaiido latebrosa 
Legum volumina ev iscerator assiduus, et in 
KXtrVcaiido iiodosas juris^prudenli® disceptationes 
cxplorator infractus. Qui posiquam alia 
poUtloris Viteraturai evulgaverat Gpecim'ma, 

Fato inopmo correplus, et eodein paulo 
post extinclus, ernditam an 1 mam Deo transmisit* ■ 

In cujus memoriam Elhubefha 
Smthouse vidna snpersies hoc ttionuinentum 
Auiuris sni juxia ac. do I oris lease ram 
lumens posuit/' 


3 Thuri- 
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a Thu rib u lit m of his engraved, which I tcii you tu iiidle you lo 
oblige the ingenious with icons of some of the many valuable 
Antiquities in yonr collection‘s, Tliere is just come to my Jmiids 
* J. VigTtoli Dissert at io de Columna Anton. Pii,' published in 4 to. 
last year at Rome, This column was discovered underground 
two years ago^, ki the Campus Martins ] and a mighty noise there 
has been since among the antiquarica about it. Jt is a round 
column of the Syenite marble, spotted with red^ and fifty feet 
high, i-aised upon a C 3 iobala of Parian marble twelve foot high. 
On the first square is the inscription, nivo AiVroNiNo avg pio 
aktoninvs avgvstvs et veevs avgvstvs FiLii. On the 
second tltc Apotheosis of Antoninus anti Faust ina, in fiosso rHievo, 
On the third and fourth Decursions of the Equiles about the 
Roons. The work Is annihilated and defaced. This column was 
that erected by his successors; the other, with the spiral sculp¬ 
ture, hy the Senate, to Marcus Aurelius. 

Howaitl lodges at tlie house of Mr. Small in the Piazzas 
in Coveut Garden. When youj’ adaijs bring you to this town, if 
you fevDur Hns place with your prcsenccj it will be a most ac¬ 
ceptable obligation to, Sir, 

You r most obed iu n t him ible serva n t, J. Wood \v a k d . '' 

Sir, Gresham Collegef At/g. 1707* 

The jVIaschera in the centre of the shield is prominent and 
convex. 1 did not put that passage of Silius Ilalicus, h iv. at the 
bottom of the print, because it falls far short of a description of 
this I and, besides, that was aditferent shiehk Indeed, it had 
somewhat of the same design exhibited upon it^ for winch reason 
J had long ago noted tire passage, among many ot liers out of 
(lie ancients, in order to the illustrating of this Shield. But those 
papej's must lie, amongst many others of greater importance, for 
ever in the dark 5 unless some one who lias moie leisure tlian my 
business allows me, will undertake to fit them for the view of the 
publick. Mr. Seller, who was one of the best scholai's of the 
age, bad designed a dissertation upon this Shield, but was pre¬ 
vented by death. J shall be glad of one of the ancient spikes you 
mention, and think belonged to the umbo of Shields. 

Here is at present in town, a Grison, one Dr. Picenini, who 
is lately come from the East, where, along with Dr. Shemrd, 
our Consul at Smyrna, he visited Epbestis, Aphrodi$ca, and other 
parts of Asia Minor; and took gi'eat numbers of ancient inscrip¬ 
tions, never yet published. I believe he will oblige me whli a 

* Of tUii famous iron Ahielt!, which was purchased by Dr. W^iuiiw^nl 
out of the collection of Mr. Conyers, a print a': large as the oriffinaJ was 
published at Amsterdam in 1705 by Van Gunst. Hearne jmblislied at 
(Mord, 1713, 0VO, Henry Dud wdfs Dissert ado de Parma eipiestri 
Wondwardiana, &c.*' left uiifinished at his death, and prefixed fo It an 
account of DoOwriVs works : tome pass a fees of which g-ivin^ offence, the 
book WAS suppressed by a meeilii^ of ihe heads, March 23, 1712-13 ; but 
at Length leave was obtained to publish it without the caialogue, Dtahvell 
supposed this shirld came out of some pubth: collection ; such as the 
Shield walk atWliiLebaU paUcc, froiu Heiijy Veil's time to Charles the First. 

trailiscrrpt: 
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transcript: if he does, you may command it, or any thing else 
in my power, 

r have drawn up an account of the urnsj and other Homan, 
anti([uitie 3 j ^his neighbourhood"**^, with various 

reflections. If you know how to send for and return this paper, 
I shall not be afraid to submit it to the judgment of a man that 
has so much goodness to pardon the ihults of it. Mr. Wren 8 
prints of his Antiquities lie ready likewise for you. I thank 
you for the account of the ear-ring, and shall be glad to know 
what you take the red earth to be at the bottom of the phiala you 
mention. As to the ves^illa in the Shield, there are several of like 
fashion exhibited by Lafreri, ex Fragmmtis Jniiquitattim Rojjke, 
I have had letters from Messieurs Cuperus, Basnage, Lelandus, 
Valkeflier, Le Clerc, and othere, who tUmk it considerable for 
ita antiquity, workmanshijr, and the story delineated upon it. 

I am. Sir, your very obedient servant, J. Woojdward**' 


Sir, Gresham College^ Sept. 23, 1707- 

" I return you thanks for the Antiquities, which came safe to 
me by Mr. Knaplock's care j and some of them are very curious. 
The three or four upon which you put a query being only frag¬ 
ments, it is not easy to pass any judgment concerning them. 

The exemplar of Mr. Wren's Antiquities, 1 hope, came safe to 
your hands. I sent another to my Lord Colerane, who has great 
understanding in those things, and indeed set Mr. Wren to rights 
in some things wherein he was overseen there. 

“ The Town is at present very empty, and nothing new appears. 
What the Term will produce, now a little time will shew. 

A friend of mine. Travelling into the North, brought me designs 
of some stones with inscriptions. They are all published but two 
or three tvhich 1 send you below. The rest are of no other use but 
to acquaint us in whose hands several of those published by Mr. 
Camden now are. I am, Sir, yours, 6tc, J. Woodward. 

** On a square stone, in the custody ** On an altar, in custody 
of Mr. Gilpin, at Whitehaven t of Mr, T. Blenkensop: 

I O M DEABVSNYM 

COH. nil. PHIS VET 

gallorvm mansvetae 

G. P. VOEN CLAVDIAE VRE. 

V, S. HOSRI15 N LA VS 

TRIBE 2, 

*' On a stone, square, only ridged at the top, at Nether Hall; 

D M 

IVL MART M 

A VLX A N 

xij. Ill laxxii." 


* Hearne published, at the end of the Bth volume of Leland’s itinerary, 
Dr. Woodward's Account of some Roman Urns, and other Antiquitiei, 
lately digged up near Bis heps gate: with brief Rcfiectiom upon the aniient 
and present State of London, in abetter to Sir C. Wren, Knight, Surveyor- 
general of her Majesty's Works.'* It was re-printed at London and Oxford 
>n 1715 and 1733, 8vo, with a Letter from the Doctor to the Editor* 

Rev. 
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Rev. Dr. Thomas Brett to Mr. Nicholas Battelv* 
“ Revehenb SrR> Sprbtgrove. Dec. 37^ 1703. 

I cannot but return you my particular thanks for the wonder¬ 
ful pains you have taken^ and the great karuing and judgment 
you have shewn in your edition of the Antiquities of Canteibuiyi, 
and the Supplement you have made to it. I have read it over with 
much pleasure and satisfactionj and shall ever value it as one of 
iny choicest books^ and doubt not but all the lovers of antiquity, 
especially those of this Diocese, will highly esteem it* The style 
is easy and plain, yet neat and grave, becoming the subject. You 
have given a full and satisfactory account of the first tbundalion 
of this Church, and of the rights and prerogatives both of the 
See and the Chapter. You have handsomely vindicated the Mo¬ 
nastery from the unworthy slasider cast upon it in the History of 
the Reformation j and have plainly proved the archidiacunal 
jurisdiction in England, particularly in Canterbury, to be much 
older than the Conquest, against what lias been lately advanced 
by some * Tiutlers in Old Matleis/ as Dr, Kennett has been 
pleased to stile himself. Yet, I believe, neither he, since he k\s 
been an Archdeacon, nor his Friend when he was so, ever admitted 
their Clergy to be judges and co-assessors with them at their Visi¬ 
tations, notwithstanding what they have printed on that subject. 
But 1 must take notice of every page in your book if I should li int at 
every thing that delighted me. However, I could not but observe 
some few, and those a very few and \'ery slight errors, or omis¬ 
sions, w'hicU 1 have taken tlie freedom to acquaint you withal, 
being w^ell assured you will not take it amiss to be told of them, 
though by the meanest of your brethren. Some of them are in 
Mr. Somner's part, and some in your own. I shall note them in 
order as 1 observed them. 

“ Page 56. Mr. Somiier, speaking of a purchase of some tene¬ 
ments w'hich the Minor Friers made of the MouI-ls of Canterbury, 
seems not to know bow they reconciled this with their vow, as 
if the Franciscans had not in a short time after their institution 
found out a salvo to reconcile their possession of houses, lands, 
&c. with their vow of poverty, and having no property in any 
thing; for, abusing the old distinction of the civilians between 
usus and proprietaSt they alleged that whatsoever they possessed 
was theirs only by simple usage de facto, but the \vhole dominion 
and property belonged to the chiu ch of Rome j and this distinc' 
tion of theirs, though it was all mere fallacy and sopliism, was 
allowed by the decretals of the Popes, particularly by Clement, 
tit. de verb, signif. c. exh i;—in which decree are these words : 

' Fratres nihil sibi appropnent, &c. sieque declai'atum extitit per 
nonnullos pr^decessores nostros Pontilices Romanos, hanc ex- 
propriatioaem intelligi debere, tarn in sjicciali quam etiarii in 
communi, propter quod et reruni omnium concessarum, obla- 
tarum et donatarum fratribus proprietatem et dominium in se ct 
Romanam eedesiam receperunt, dimisso ipsis fratribus in eia tan- 
tummodo usu facti simplicis.’ 

P. 83. 
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P. 83. The reflection made upon Eeynei’'s assertion^ that 
the bishop was reputed as abbat of Cathedral Monksj seems to 
me to be contradicted in the Sup piemen p. 98, where it is 
positively said, that his Grace my lord Archbishop w'as reputed 
to be the head of this monastery, and in the stead of an abbat. 

P. 137, Mr. Somner, says the governor of Wye College, w^as 
called a prebendary. How he, together with.Larabard, Wever, 
Kilburn, and Philpot, came all unanimously to run into this mis¬ 
take, I cannot imagine; for he was really called master or pro¬ 
vost, and is so stiled by the founder's statutes, which 1 have seen 
and read, and which are still preserved amongst the MSS. of 
Merton college in Oxford, of wdiich the founder was once fellow, 
and afterwards a good benefactor to it. He is also called Magister 
siue pr<jEpositm in the composition between, liim and the Arch¬ 
deacon of Canterbury, published in the Appendix to the Supple^i 
ment, num. xxviL^ and that he continued to be so stiled till the 
suppression, appears in tVie church-book of the parish of Wye, 
wherein the head of the college is often mentioned, and always 
called the Master of the College. 

In the Supplement, p. 57» the form of the oath of allegiance 
which the Archbishop took, is said to be in the Appendix, num* 
X. a. but 1 cannot find it there, nor is it noticed in the errata. 

" P. 77* Archbishop Kemp is said to have been, first cardinal 
by the title of St* Ruffina, and then of St. Balbiua j whereas it 
w'as just the contrary. Cardinal of St. Balbina was cardinal priest, 
and of RulEna cardinal bishop } and the inscription on his tomb 
ahew's that when he died he w-as caixlinal bishop, by the title of 
St. Ruffina, as it is in the Appendix, p. 3. 

“ P. HI. John Thornton b called Suffragan Bishop of Dover, 
An. 1503, which he could not then be, for there was no bishop 
of Dover till after the twenty-sixth of Hen. VIH. viz. An. 1535, 
when Dover with the other towns mentioned in that statute were 
appointed for the sees, or rather titles of Bishops SivfTragan, who 
before had their titles in parfltus injideliurtii and this John Thorn¬ 
ton particularly .vvas stiled episcopus Syryneiisis. Atlien. Oxon. 

'' P. 1^^3. It is said that Richard Tliornden was consecrated 
bishop of Dover, which 1 believe will at least admit a quiere j for 
the title of Dover was not allowed in Queen Mary's days, the 
fbrenientioned statute of Heniy Ylll. being repealed in the first 
year of her reign, and not revived till the first of Elizabeth ; and 
Mr. Wood, though he also stiles him bishop of Dover, yet says 
that he was Suffragan to cardinal Pole, Athen. Oxon. coL 5S6, 
who I cannot think would allow him to use that title; not only 
because the abovemcntionetl statute was repealed, but because it 
was contrary to the Papal decree, Dist. 63, c. 5. ckorcpiscopi; 
for a bishop of Dover is certainly a chorepiscopmt which I sup- 
jiose was the reason for repealing the statute as soon as popery 
was restored. 

P.133. It is supposed that Theodore the seventh Archbbhop 
of Canterbury was the first that had an archdeacon in tliis church; 

but 
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but for my part I cannot suppose that his predecessors had none, 
because St, Epiphanius says, lib. 3. c. 1. Chat it was impossible for 
a bishop to be without his deacon; besides, in the church of 
Rome the archdeacon was accounted such a necessary attendant 
on his bishop that he could not officiate without him, as we may 
gather from the words of St. Laurence to Chrystus,. as he went to 
martyrdom, recorded by St. Ambrose in liis Treatise de Officiisj 
lib. 1. " Whither run you, O holy Bishop, without your Deacone, 
you never used to offer sacrifice without him/ The archdeacon 
being therefore esteemed so necessary to his bishop at Rome, I 
cannot easily persuade myself that Augustine, who came from 
thence, was without one. 

P. 1S9. Many good proofs are brought to shew that there 
w’cre Archdeacons in England with jurisdiction, before the Con¬ 
quest ; but the most demonstrative argument for it is omitted, 
whicli are the words of the Conqueror's wTit, separating thespi- 
rituaJ and temjioial jurisdiction, viz. ut nullus episcopus rel 
Ardndiacontis de legibus episcopalibus ampllus in Hundret placita 
teiieant* Seld. Not. ad Ediner. p. 167. The word Archidiaconus 
would certainly never have been put in here if he had had no ju¬ 
dicial authority till after this time. 

Appendix, p, 62. Perhaps it might not have been amiss to 
have informed us whetlier Thomas Chichley, who wns admitted 
Waj'tlen of Eastbridge, An. 1429, was the same with the Arch¬ 
deacon of Canterbury, afterwards warden, or a different person j 
and whether Thomas Kemp, put in between the tivo Thomas 
Chichley*s, tvas not afterwards Bisliop of London. 

Til esc arc all the omissions, mistakes, or little faults I could 
pick out of your book, and if nobody can find more or greater, 
you will have good I'cason to be pleased with your undertaking* 
I ^vill assure you they have not lessened my esteem of the work, 
but ratiler increased it, for so few and such slight errors in a 
thing of this nature are seldom to ije found. Pray, Sir, excuse this 
IVeedom I have taken on so small an acquaintance as I have with 
you, and believe me to be, as I really am, your most licarty 
friend and brother, and most humble servant, Thomas Brett*” 


Letters to tlie Rev* Oliver Battely* 

Dear Sir, Canterbury^ Jan. 2, J742. 

-* 1 am ashamed to look upon the date of your lastj but indeed 
some business, and not quite so much strength and spirits as I 
had before my illness, must be my excuse, though, I thank God, 
I am got pretty svell again, and hope by the Spring to be in my 
usual state. I have no gimt notion that Mr. Burroughs has made 
auy great progt'ess in I he work you arc upon. As to Archdeacon 

^ Afterwards Sir Janies Burrousb, Ste pp. 92 , 1 U. 


Batlcly “s 
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Battely's Laodj I know it very well j and if you want to com}3ai'e 
any writings which you doubt of^ it may be done here by the 
books we have of his when he served the offices in this church. 

" If you will please to let me know at your leisure what will 
be the ex pence of subscribing for one of your plates, and whether 
the plate of Rich bo rough Castle can be mine, I will then deter- 
mine whether I shall have one or not* I choose Richboroygh 
Castle, if any, because I have lands contiguous to it. 

You have the good wishes of this season, and every other 
good from. Sir, your very faithful humble servant, J* Lynch.*' 

Rev. Sir, Mergate, _ 1749. 

“ In the Eastern part of the kingdom of Kent, next the Ocean, 
was anciently a large festuary, through which the sea flowed as 
high into the country as Chartbam, and round the Isle of Tenet 
towards the Isle of Shepeg, and the River Thames. In this 
^tuary was situated betwixt the continent and the Ts!e of Tenet, 
a little island which the Birtains called Inis Kubii, or the Isle of 
Ruim. This name, when the Romans conquered the Britains, 
they altered to Rutupimn, and, as they thought tins ^estuary too 
open and defenceless, built a castle at each entrance into it ^ and 
as the waters of this sestuary were not so salt as those of the ocean, 
by the fresh water of the river Stoure mnning into it, the fisher¬ 
men made beds of oysters here, which we iind in the Roman 
Boet JuvenaVs time were celebrated at Rome and courted as 
dainties. 

"" When the Anglo-Saxons came to be masters of this kingdom 
of Kent, they altered the name of this place to Reiesberg, Rouck- 
berg, or, as it is now pronounced, Rkhborough. lu their Annals 
we iind often notice taken of the Danish fleet sailing through this 
asstuary, now called the Rkhborough Port, to Cmlerbunj, Reculver 
or the Nortk-muth, and to London. But in process of time the 
sea cast up prodigious quantities of sand and sea-beach near 
Richborough;, which hindered the sea from flowing into this aestuary 
as it used to do, so that some parts of it on the outer sides be- 
same dry land. As there was still so much water left by the river 
Slurey discharging itself into the sea, and the sea's continuing to 
flow into it, there were soon built for the conveniency of trade 
two towns, one on each side of the river. One of these is called 
Stonor, or the Stony-coast, on account of the sea-beach before- 
mentioned cast up here by the sea: the other first called Lundenwk, 
on account of its trade to Ijondofi ; and then Sciudwkh^ because 
the soil was tl^e sand cast up by the sea, which by the same means 
had cast up the Sandy-downs, and Feper-nesse betwixt this town 
and the sea. It seems not improbable that this was about the 
year 600, since we find soon after this time St. Mildred's abbey at 
Minster was built in a place which no doubt was under water be¬ 
fore the decrease and failing of the Eestuary. However this be. 
King Knutj, four huudred years after, 1037, in his grant of the 
town of Sandicic to the monks of Canterbui^, thus describes the 
port of Sandwk from Pepernm to Northmutk Within this dis¬ 
tance 
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tance the King grants to the monks a feriy or passage boat, to 
carry men or horses over the river to StonoTt and the toll or 
custom of this feiry, and of all the ships which come to Sandwic 
from Pepernesa to the Northmuth, But, according to present 
appearance, the ancient limits of the Richhorough Port were 
the Isk of Tenet and Northniuth, Northj the Ocean, East; 
Walmer, Deal, Mongeham, Ham, Wodnesburg, Ashj South; and 
the river Sture and continent of Kent, West* 

Your learned and worthy Uncle very judiciously observes, 
p, S, ^ neque satis mi rati possum quempiam in his studiis locisquc 
versatum ignorare ubi Northmntha sit,' But when Bishop 616^071 
published the English Saxon Annals he was .very young, was a 
novice in these studies, and had never seen the Isle of Tenet. A 
little more attention, however, to the Annals which he published 
would have set him right. P* 167, he tells us, that the Danbh 
fleet ferdoii to Sandwic^ and gew end on heom tha to North- 
mu t ham and swa to Lundene weard; that they fared to Sandwich, 
and then went to NorthmuCh, and so to London word.—^So pp* 
158, 159, he tells as, that comon to Sandwic Lothen, and Yrling 
mid XXV. seipou, and wend on tha on but on Tenet* That Lothen 
and Yj'ling, two Danish admirals, came to Sandwich with five 
and twenty ships, and then went or sailed about Tenet* What 
can be plainer ^ A bare inspection of a map of Kejit will satisfy 
any one that the NorthmuCh through which the Danish Beet sailed 
from Sandwich into the River Thames, and so to London, could 
not be the mouth of the Medway, or buoy of the Nore* The 
IMedway is three or four and thirty miles from the Wantsume 
over-land, and Siniondson calls its entrance into the Thames by 
the Isle of Greane, the North-yenlet, as our ancient writers call 
Northraouth the Isle of Tenet* 

In a later chart (1733) of the entrance of the rivers Thames 
and Medway is this island called Gmin, and the entrance of the 
Medway Yantlet, through ignorance of the word Genlade or Inlet, 
But enough of this, if not too much. 

Jsserius tells us, that the Britains called this island Euim, oa 
account, 1 suppose, of its neighbourhood to Rickborough, which 
they called by the same name, which the Saxons altered to 
Ruochherg, Hetesburg* 

“ 1 am sensible I write tins to one who knows these things 
better than I, a poor ignorant man; but am willing to shew my 
inch nation to serve you all T can. I directed to be left for you 
at Mr* Is raw's the following plates: 

*■1, Mappa Insule Taneti. 

2 . A Map of Goodwin's Sands, in ivhich is represented that 
part of the Isle of Tenet as it is now, which buts on the quondam 
Richborough Port. 

3 . A view of this island taken at Sandwich feriy* To wliich 
I have added a sketch of my own of the Richborough Port, as it 
appears to me to have been before the sea left it. Of these you 
may make what use you please. 


'' 1 would 
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1 would recommend to your perusal I lie exact and jvirlicions 
Mr* SomtJer*s Chartham Ne^os, re-printed by your honoured Father. 

1 have prepared a single sheet which 1 call 7ny Chartliani News, 
being an account of the opening some Barrows on Charlham 
Downs, to which Avill be added an account of the opening a Barrow 
on Barham Down in King Heniy^Vll/s time, by John Twine j 
and of another in the shape of a long bank in this neighbourhood, 
1741, with a plate of the urns, ^c. then found and preserved. 

I am, with respect, Reverend Sir, 

Your faithful friend and brother, J. Lewis." 

Rev, Sir, Mergate^ Nov. 19 , 174:% 

I thank you for the ^vour of yours of the 14th- The plates 
which 1 had," and those serviceable to your design, I sent directed 
for you to be left with Mr. Innis, bookseller in St. PauPa Chmch 
Yard, If you do think it necessary to say any thing of me, I 
think you may do it in the following manner: 

Mr. Lewis, in 1736, published a second Edition of his History 
of the Isle of Tenet, where he had then lived above thirty years; 
and, in a head-piece over the beginning of it, gave a view of the 
North side of Iteishurghj which lie took himself at IpwidS’^eot in 
the Isle of Tenetj about two miles to the North-east of it, which 
confirms our Author's opinion. But, if you question iw/ici/icr 
ujIU be sufficient to iltustmte your Uncle's design, 1 think you had 
better omit it. Nothing, in my opinion, will do that so well as 
a sketch of the VVantsume and .Estuary before the water left the 
place, or while the land vvas covered with it. The Map of which 
you sent me a draught, in my opinion, will never do, though you 
do € 7 i!arge the scale, and alter the position; and 1 imagine you 
would think so yourself, were you upon the spot, and viewed it 
so often as I have done, 1 made another sketch, which 1 think I 
]Hit up with the plates, but which, 1 suppose, you have not I'c- 
ccived. If you receive the plates, pray use tbem as your own, 
and me as yours* 

"" Your a erection ate friend to serve you, j. Lew^is,'’ 

Rev, Sir, Mergate, .,, 1743. 

" In a P, S, to yours of August 11, you obseWe, that " Whatever 
induced Mr. Somner and Bbhtip Gibson to place Nurtktmtha in 
the mouth of the Medway'—but this confusion Mr. Lambarde 
lias set right by observing, that the water \vhich now sundereth 
the Isle of Grcane from the Hundred of Hoo, hath two mouths, 
or inlets, the one of which, opening into the Thames, is called 
the North Ycnlet: such an one is the Yenlet at Reculver, where 
it opencth that way into tlie sea towards the North. 1 know of 
no plate at the end of Lambarde's Perambulations ; but at the 
beginning of the edition, 1596, is a wooden map called Angli® 
Heptarchia, in wLich no notice is taken of Reculver or Rich- 
borough. However that be, the North mouth of the Gcnlade 
or Wantsume is at Reculver, and the East miitha or mouth at 
the Sea, or what wc now call the Downs. Lenla^e, as we speak 
now Inlet, is an arm of the sea or river. Such was the geolabe 

into 
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into the Thames from t!ie water by the Isle of and that 

into the Ocean fnmx Reculver, and the Isle of Tenet, or the 
Kichborong^h Port. 

"" I have at length seen Di% Pack’s Chart, and compared this 
dmught of mine with it, I hope you will do the same, and be 
satisfied that my draught is a perfect representation of tlie Rich- 
borough Port fjcfore the water left it. But 1 do not impose on 
ymi ^ pray judge for yourself, or compare it with the oiigmal or 
port itself as it now appears. 

I have put up with this the little view of the South part of 
Tenet, as I took it msyelf at Sandwich ferry. You will please to 
make what use of it you think tit j but when you have served 
yourself of the plates, I hope you will return them to me if you 
hear I am alive, which you may do by one of our hoys, wMeli 
go to Bear-key every week from hence, and come away Wednes¬ 
days or Thursdays, 1 heartily wish you good success; and am 
" Youm to ser^e you J, Lewis/' 

DEAii Sir, Gcf, 24, 1743, 

It IS so long since I was iavoured with your last, that I doubt 
you begin to suspect I iiave forgot to answer it, but indeed I 
could not d(> it sooner, for whilst I was at Pluckly I had no op¬ 
portunity of informing myself of any of those matters you wrote 
to me about] neither could 1 at Canterbury, either of Blr, Gostling, 
or any one else that I s()oke to about it. This very afternoon 1 
have a letter fi om Mr, Cobb, the Curate of Lydd, a sensible man, 
and of a good character. He sends ftie xvord in answer to my 
letter, that as to the tomb of Sh Crispin and Crispinian, when 
he first came to Lydd he enquired of several of the inliabitants, 
and lias now again repeated his enquiry, but that no one there 
knows of aiiv such thing, and that there is no tradition of any 
such thing now subsisting among them 5 and that if there ever 
was any such Tumulus theieabouts, he imagines it must have 
been near the sea, and has been washed away by the overflowing 
of the tides. 

As to your second query, he says, there does not seem to be 
ajiy ground near Stone-cud so high above the sea, as to malic it 
reasonable to suppose it was never under water. 

" I do not imagine from those I have conversed with that Br, 
Pack's Map is niucli esteemed j but the Doctor by his impru¬ 
dence has disobliged many persons hereabouts, which may per¬ 
haps have prejudiced tliem against it.. Be that as it wilt, I have 
met with no one that thinks it answers the end the Doctor pro¬ 
posed from it. 

“ I have somewhere mislaid your letter, and cannot remember 
two letters you WTote to me about any thing else, but if you did 
it w'as probably alxmt something I could not infoj’a) you, because 
otherwise I should hardly have forgot it, I have added Sir Roger 
Twisden to your subscribers, and no one else. I aui, dear Sir, 
Your affeciionate friend and senani, J. Heap/' 

Dear 
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** Dear Sirj [1744,] 

" I have made what enquiries I can, in order to answer your 
last; and for your prospect of the castle itself have had Mr, 
Maxted with me to look on Mr, Fourdrinier’s print, 

« He tells me he abated a gi'eat deal of the ivy, because in 
drawing another min he was blamed for putting in so much as 
obscured the thing itself* However, he has with his pen shown 
where it is most abundant j he has also made the bushes more 
apparent about the foundations in the middle of the castle, which 
are indeed in the form of a cross, but composed of rough flints, 
and not so like a flat pavement as in the plate. The wail in the 
front he says he drew more luinous (as indeed it is) than it is in 
the print, and shoived me in his tirst sketch that he had drawn it 
60 * I don’t know Dr, Stukeky's print that you mention, with a 
compass in it; but, if he makes Deal East of Eichborough, he is 
widely mistaken- By Labelye’s compass it is between S* E, E, 
and S, S, E, (by his true line it is nearer S. E.) and there¬ 
abouts Dr. Packe places it. So do you too, if you consider it; (for 
as your^ is the West vieiv of the rdin, the line you have drawn 
from thence to Beal must be as near S. E,,as it is to a true dia¬ 
gonal), and 1 suppose Mr* Labelye is light, for the Ramsgate 
seamen, who are esteemed some of the best in England, look 
upon their Pier as due North of the 0^'e^fatls, and to set that 
bearing is a common amusement with them, as one of them verj^ 
lately assured me, I believe you may rectify the placing of Ash 
and Wodensborough churches by bim too, as they are both 
sea-marks. Your trespassing a little in regard to Pegwell Bay is 
quite right, and so is your taking notice of the place of Sandwich. 
I have ventured to mark Stonar in your map, as it must lie in 
respect of the Sandwich you have made there* 

“St. Margaret's church at Cliff does appear like a castle, having 
a low flat steeple, if any. The church to the right of Deal is 
Upper Deal church, and the windmill near St, Lawrence belongs 
to that place; Minster mill not coming into the prospect, no 
more does Dover castle. 

I don't wonder at your disliking the view of the Freneb Cliffs, 
for 1 put them in myself; but, though 1 could not do that like an 
artist, I have given them their proper place* for from the corner 
A they are exactly over Deal, And as to their seeming to stand 
in the sea, they must do so, for the same reason as the sun seem* 
to rise out of it. However, if you do not tliink it proper to put 
them into the prospect, they are easily left out j and if you do, the 
engraver keeping them back enough, and your calling themGalUci 
Littoi is opposite Rupes, will sufficiently distinguish them from the 
South Foreland- 1 thought the steeple of St, Laurence's church 
had stood at the West end, and you will see it is altered so; but a 
servant of mine who comes from thence teUs me I was mistaken: 
it is a tower, not a spire. 


“ The 
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" The adjusting the coast about Ebbes FJeet is quite out of 
my vvay. I excepted indeed gainst placing it North of AbboCs 
Walij and the reason is plain in your map, which makes the 
course of the river from Sarre to Ebbes Fleet pretty near a straight 
line, till it takes that turn to Bichborough and Sandwich, and 
even then it turns back, so that the mouth is almost in that line 
continued. Now the wall was to the island side (the North side) 
of the river, and the remains of it are still to be traced parallel 
(in gi'eat measure) to the river, at 50 or 100 yards (more or less) 
through the low lands both,, *... J. Head/’ 

[A part of this letter is lost, but Mr, Battely lias thus wrote on 
the back of Mr, FoudrinieFs Map, The Maps agree in the 
horizontal distance between llamsgate and St. Margaret's Bay 
and Light Houses, but they differ as to the situation of Sandwich 
and all the Coast of East Kent, with respect to the Isle of Thanet, 
Supposing, therefore, their compasses to be nearly right, one 
places Sandwich, Deal, Kingsdowu, the South Foreland, and 
Light House, some more West than the others. But supposing 
Ramsgate and the South Foreland in each to coincide, then there 
is a great difference in the representation of the whole coast, 
when examined by a line di^wn from Ramsgate to the South 
Foreland ] and also with respect to the North Foreland and the 
whole coast of Kent.”] 

Reverend Sir, Cambridgef Dec, IS, 1744. 

'Mf this finds you in town, you may have the draught of the 
Abbey Church [Bury] at Mr, Shere's, where the carrier will leave 
it before this comes to your hands* 1 have procured it to be diawm 
from my origmyl draught, of a size agreeable to your book* 
There is a scale of feet made to it, and if you think it necessary 
1 will give you references upon a rough draught, which may 
be inseited. The whole length of the church, including the little 
chapel, is 513 feet. The length of the front with the towers 
247» Tile length of the cross 223, The cross you see consisted 
of one i>nncjpal isle or nave equal to the nave of the church, and 
one side isie eastw'ard* On the North of the church w^as a cloister, 
extending from the cross to the chapel (whicli is terminated with 
a send-circle), between the North isle of the church and the 
North-west octagonal tower. This tower is not standing, but 
the curvature of the walls beyond the chapel last-mentioned, and 
pait of the cage of the stair-case shew that there was one. The 
other towel' is still complete (except its case of Beniase stone) 
for about five and twenty feet high. The fi'ont between the 
towers, stript of its cascj stands 40 or 50 feet high. 

There are two Registers among Bishop Moore's books with 
Mr. Cradoek's name in the first page of each* One is called 
* The Register of Allo^vances of Liberties within the Precincts of 
the Abbey,' The other is a Register Alphabet, though not so 
called in the first page, or on the outside, Tlie first of these 
is, I believe, * Ecgistrum Rubeum contextum tempore R. Hen* IV. 

de 
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de PriviJe^IiSj Libertatil>us, Conventionibus^^ &c, Abbatiaa tie Bury / 
mentioned in Bishop Tanner* 

The Abbey Gate* the West front I mean* has been pften 
drawn by Mre* Gibbon of Buiy} one of her draughts perhaps 
you have* but that can not lie accui’ate enough for an engraver 
to work after* Mr- Millicent engiaved a plate of the gate after 
his own drawing about 19 or 20 years ago* but where to get one 
of them now I cannot tell, but will endeavour to procure one* 
Mr* Millicent's, I think, was better than Mr, Bues's, 

Tlic East Front of the Gate will not make so good a figure as 
the West, as it has but one window, and is deficient in ornaments* 
1 am very much ashamed that you have been so long without 
an answer j but i could not recover my draught of the church, 
and have a copy taken of it sooner* 

You asked about a third Gate* This I apprehend to be over 
against Lord BristoFfi house; for abbot Anselm built a chapel, 
dedicated to St* Margaret, at the South gate of the great cemetery 
or church-yard; and there was another chapel dedicated to St, 
Margaret, in the church-yard ajipropriated to the Monasteiy* 
Page 337* It is said there were three churches within tlie 
bounds of the Abbey; the first of w^hicli is there called St* Marga- 
rct’s, which by the dimensions appeai^s to be the Abbey; but the 
Abbey W'as not dedicated to St. Margaret, but to our Saviour, the 
BlessedVirgin, and St-Edmund, and built long before Abbot Anselm* 
St, Maiy's chapel in ciyptis lOO feet long and SO wide, must 
have been under the whole choir; and consequently the choir it¬ 
self gone up to by steps, Inch makes the tradition more pro¬ 
bable, that the,candles on tlie high altar could be seen at the 
upper end of Church-gate street, St. Giles’s chapel was under 
the nave of the church* 

" Your Author mentions a chapel dedicated to St.Maiy, on the 
North side, as William of Worcester does; and calls it SO feet 
long and 42 broad* The foundations of this, on searching, may 
be found out, if it is not the same with one of those at the West 
end, called St* Faith’s and St*Catharine’s- The lodgings, refectory, 
and offices, were rebuilt about 113S, when Ordingus was Abbot* 
** St. James’s tower was built by Hervey (whom your Author 
cannot fix the time of); but he lived under abbot Anselm, but it 
was finished in the time of abbot Sampson* The Chapel of St* 
Stephen, I should think, %vas within the bounds of the Abbey, 

I am. Sir, your most humble servant. Jambs Bunaou oh*” 

1 judged from William of Cirencester tliat the chapel at 
the VVest end on the North side had been called St. Mary’s ehajiel; 
but on looking on my Appendix, pp, 153, 154, 1 perceive the 
chapels were called Su Faith’s and St* Catharine’s •* but I see no¬ 
thing fi’Oiu VI hence to determine whether the North or the South 
chapel was St* Faith’s* Oliver Battelv*”] 


Letters 


( ) 

The following Letter (addressed to Browne Willis> 
Esq.) was occasioned by the Rumour of the See of 
Landaff being about to be translated to Cardiff, 

Sir, Afarch 17, 1717*18- 

“ As thei'e has been a report spread in these parts of a pro¬ 
jected design for the removal of the See of LandaJf to Caj diff, on 
account of the ruinous condition of the Cathedral Church of Lan- 
daiTi so I cannot but approve of and commend your intention of 
publishing a History of that Church. As you are, thcitifore^ 
engaged in the undertaking, so you will, \ hope, indulge me the 
liberty of imparting my thoughts, and refuting, as well as 1 am 
able, the chief and most plausible handed about and 

argued in behalf of this translation, and shewing the needless ness 
as well as iU effect of such a precedent; of which in their order. 

The first of those reaso?ts a Hedged is, ^ the ancient order or 
Canon, made anno lt>76, to remove Cathedral Sees from obscure 
villages to great and populous towns/ 

The second plea made use of is, ' the smallness of the In¬ 
come belonging to Landaff, and that it is not aufhcient to main¬ 
tain and support the Cathedral Church there in that decent repair, 
&c. as is requisite,* 

There are some other matters urged, vh, * the benefit that 
would accrue to Cardiff and the Diocese in general; and that, ai 
Landaff is destitute of proper accomniodationa and conveniencea 
for receiving the Church Members, it is not rea.sonable to expect 
their residing at so forlorn a place, unprovided of common 
necessaries/ 

Now, Sir, as to the Canon above mentioned, it is reasonable 
that we look back to the time wherein it was made, cu. in the 
reign of William the Conqueror, and consider the occasion and 
necessity of the making It, by comparing it with the present cir¬ 
cumstances w'e may see how far it is applicable to our purpose, 
and justifies the question in hand. You are well apprised of the 
histories of this age, hovv unsafe it was to have any congresses in 
open villages. And that only fortified towms or burghs then en¬ 
joyed the benefit and privileges of markets is obvious from Domes¬ 
day book, the want of tvhich was no doubt a great bar or hin¬ 
drance to the Church Mejubers resorting to, or exercising hos¬ 
pitality ; and also an obstruction to the Clergy and coming 

in their solemn procession to the Mother Church of the Diocese, 
whither they were w'ont frequently to repair i perhaps in imita¬ 
tion of the Jews, who went up three time^ m the year to appear 
before the Lord at Jerusalem in the Temple.. By arguing thus, [ 
may possibly be looked upon as a favourer of superstition, which 
1 ivould not have inferred j for it is well known in what reverence 
and veneration our Cathedrals wer^ held before the Reformation, 
it being appai'ent in ell our Registers of Wills pro\ ed in each re¬ 
spective Archdeaconry, that scarce anv person, though of never 
Yol, IV. 1 ' 10 
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30 low raok, that had aiiy thing lo bequeath, but offered aonie- 
what, though never so small, to the Cathedral or Mother Church 
of the Diocese. 

But to return to the Canon, It b observable, Sir, that the 
remedy having been provided, and the redress obtained in several 
places immediately after the enacting it, it has ever since Uy long 
discontinuance {viz, 600 years), been, as it were, abolished and 
rendered obsolete j and was it now to be revived and put in force, 
almost ail our Episcopal Sees might be dissolved and transplantctl i 
for of the twenty-six, there are scarcely to be found the odd six 
that continue at this day the greatest and 7nosi populom Towns 
witiiin their respective Dioceses. 

To instance even in tlie richest of oiir Episcopal Scc^, en¬ 
dowed with peculiar privileges above the restj is not Newcastle 
above three times as big as Durham ? ■ Southwark, Portsmoutlj, 
and Guilford, must be allowed to he more pojjulous and flourish¬ 
ing than VVinehester^ Cambridge, Chan Ely, &c. Nay, not to 
go out of Lincolnshire itself, which City was one of the first that 
reaped the privilege of this Act or Canon (without looking info 
other parts of tliat great Diocese), I conceive Boston and Stam¬ 
ford will I^e found lo be equal, if not exceed, Lincoln in number 
of souls. I shall heix; urge nothing as to the convenience of the 
situation of any of these places, that being not so much regJtrded as 
tlie first founding ; and it seems lo have been less considered in 
Henry the Eighth's reign, on the last Grection of Episcopal Sees: 
for is not Bristol very remote from Dorsetsiiit'e ? Cliester, you 
knmv, stands on the edge of Wales, and is nearer St, Asaph, 
Bangor, and LichfieUlj ilum any parts of Yorkshire, in which 
county, and also in Westnmreland and Cuoiberland so givat a 
tract of its Diocese lies; wherefore would not the See have been 
as properly fixed at Manchester in Lancashire, where is a stately 
Collegiate Church, which, togetiicr with the Town, may vie with 
Chester itself for beauty and largeness. 1 will instance but in one 
place more, because I have mentioned Uiree Bishopricks before 
tlie Reformation, Is not Northampton a mucii moi'e considerable 
place than Pcterborougli, which is in a manner quite out of Uie 
Diocese, situate in a nook of the county, within half a mile or 
less of Lincoln and Ely Diocese ? And pray, Sir, answer me, 
what would have liecome of Petcvboi^fHigh, liad not an Episcopal 
See been established thej'e? Would it not have sunk to the low 
ebb of its ncighbourmg Abbey towns, viz. Tliorney, Crowland, 
and Ramsay ; all vvhicli, before the llefoi mation, rivalled and stood 
in competition with it? 

I cannot omit being somewhat particular on this head; for 
lam not insensible in relation even to Durham, Winchester, and 
Ely, aheady mentioned (and I might instance in diverts others), 
that, were it not for the residence of the Church Members, it is to 
be suspected that neai' half our Sees would come to great decay, 
aft abundance of Monastic Towns have done, divers of which, 
before the dissolnUon, were us eminent for their riches and jjopu- 

hnisness. 
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iouaness, as they are now remarkable for their poverty, and being 
iome of the most desolated places in the kingdom. 

“ In short, Siiv had the Church Members continued to hare 
resided at LandafF, and kept up their houses, of which only one 
remains of the whole numberj the Treasuiy having been sulfered 
to fall down not many yeai’s since 3 it may be presumed that the 
Town would not have gone to such ruin; and probably the Church 
revenues would have been better improved, and some part of 
them more strictly employed annually towards tlie sustentation 
of the fabrick; that it would not have wanted any considerable 
expence, as it now does, for repamtion j which brings me to my 
second head, viz. that the incojtie i$ not sujjficient to o^d 

support the fahrick as it ought to be kept ; and in treating of this 
I shall have some view to the benefit that is intimated migiit 
accrue to Cardiff, &c. by transplanting the Sec. 

I will, indeed. Sir, readily grant that the revenues of the 
See of Landaff are very mean; but this, as some are so fonvard 
to tell you, may be augmented by diminishing the number of 
Members; for what occasion is there, as they say, of above twice 
as many Prebendaries in this Church as there are in Norwich, 
Bristol, Gloucester, Chester, Rochester, Peterborough, and Ctir- 
Ible Cathedinls ? It is not many years since a design was formed 
to have sunk six of the Prebendaries, and appropriate their in¬ 
come towai'ds augmenting the Bishoprick ? This is what I can¬ 
not say 1 should approve of, as being against all innovations, and 
for keeping strict to the antient constitution in all points. How¬ 
ever, if 1 may be allowed to give my opinion, I should not disap¬ 
prove of this other scheme, viz. that such a number of Prebend id 
stalls might be kept vacant for so many years as would answer 
the end of repairing the fabrick, or rather such persons collated 
to tl^em as would bestow their dividends towards that good work, 
which, after it was well accomplished, might be applied towards 
re-building some houses for the Prebendaries, who if they were 
limited to a fixed I'csldence, would not be unsupplied in any 
respect, cither here or from Cardiff, it being but a mile distani ; 
would partake of the achantages of the settlement of the Church 
Members at Landaff^ almost as much as if they were lixed in Cardiff, 
wdiich certainly can never l>e so commodious on divers accounts to 
the Church Members as Landaff, who it is not to be expected can 
ever have an entire interest in the place, or model their new Cathe¬ 
dra! to the same advantage as t!ie old one, w^hich, as it has been 
so many ages approju'iated to divine service, and in regard that 
it remains at this day the ancientest Bishoprick in tlie Nation, 
makes it as it were a piece of sacrilege to meditate a removal and 
alteration. Besides, was it to be complied with and effected, 
w'ould care be taken in seating Cardiff Chuich in Cathedral 
fas In on ? Would stalls be fixed in it, and other proper orna¬ 
ments ? If ground could be purchased, would houses be built 
thereon for the church members, , Several other tjuestions 
of this sort might be asked, but that f fear I have already been 
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too tedious; which I beg. Sir, yoti will impute to the indignation 
raised in me at the very reflection of destroying so venerable a 
Church, whose anticiuity, &c. methinks should challenge protec¬ 
tion. and strike an awe and reverence into such who duly con¬ 
template the length of time it has stood devoted to God a honour, 
and the place where he has chose to set his name. 

'' I Slr^ if it rightly poudei'eci. It should ratiier raise 
a spirit of emulation and zeal to restore it to its ancient beauty 
and order; and ilie costly reparations laid out by the inhabitants 
of Cardiff, in so latelv adorning their Church, casting a peal ot 
tlx bells, and furnishing it with an organ, should rather excite 
the Members of this Church to follow their example, than create 
any other desire in them, except that of raising contributions to 
imitate I hem in the like \>i’actices at Landaff* tor encourage¬ 
ment whereof, they need only look back to Bishop Urban, the 
raiser of the present fabrick, who when he began found it 
JeveUed alumst with the ground, toother with all the Prehendal 
houses, and sd ipped as it was entirely ot its revenues, and of 
24 Canons, all dispersed save two. This good Bisliop, notnith- 
slanding he lived at the time of the making the famous Canon, 
which was never put in execution, made provision for building 
an inlinitely more magniJicent Cathedral than the old one, which, 
as it exceeded and ecli[>setl it in all respects, so it rendered the 
exchange of the place not in the least regretted. 1 say, this good 
Bjsho[) never made any plea or exception to this places but, with 
a becoming ^eal and industry, set himself about doing good to 
the House of God, and the offices thereof, and tixed them where 
the old Temple stood, aa the place where God had chose to set 
his name. Was it not for launching out too far, I might urge 
the costly reparation so lately bestovi/ed on ihe Cathedral ot !Sb 
Asaph, and to what an elegant degree of slendour that Church is 
laised with in these few years, and to what perfection the Choir 
There, and at Bangor, is brought j noUviihsianding, till within 
less than these five years, as 1 am informed, bt. Asaph had nothing 
but subscriptions to depend on for maintenance of the Choir Offi¬ 
cers, which they all along most decently kept up by contributing 
acomijetcnt maintenance to an Organist, Singing-men, and Cho¬ 
risters. 

I need only remark, that all the advantages both these places 
enjoy may justly be attributed to the residence of their Bishops and 
Deans auiongst them ; wlm, notwithstanding they had the same 
difficulties to encounter and struggle with as at Landaff, by having 
undergone the like misfortunesi^ yet they found means to re- 
Imild their Bishop's and Deans houses within these ^00 years; 
which I hat if may be aceouipli^hed at Landaffi, b, Sir, most sin¬ 
cerely aiifl affectionately wv^licd by 

' \ fair most humble servani, d. D.” 


DRp T, W OOD to CJilEF JUSTICE PARKER. I IJ 

Dr, 'tnOMAs VVooD^ to l^n! Chief Justice Parkkh* 

*'Mr Lori^j IJardtcick, Bticksj Fek. i9j 1715-15, 

I am extremely afiected with your kind expressions toward 
m&i and am ashamed of this trouble which I hare given you, that 
seems of no concern to me^ since I have been anforined of the 
reasons of it, I sent my LorI of Canterbury a long answer to 
the objections made against me, except to the last, that 1 n 
supporter of those that teould make divisions; for this is so general 
that it cahnot be answered. 1 pi^sume his Grace will shew you 
that Letter, for he seems by his of the 16th instant to intend it. 
My warmth once upon the Bench was in concert 'with other Jus¬ 
tices, in defence of our Laws for the suppression of Immorality 
and Prophaneness, which was mocked by Captain Simner (a Jus¬ 
tice), by drinking with a criminal in the stocks, for swearing 
twenty oaths, upon refusal to pay ihe penalty, 

" The misrepresentations to my Lord Bridge'ivater have been 
contriving some months, and some persons very obnoxious have 
joined their forces against me, because I was a grievance to them. 
My Lord, it is my principle to defend our Church and State 
as establislied, with an indulgence to tender consciences i and 
especially at this time against Popery; but 1 think care must be 
taken of unreasonable Dissenters, and that men of no religion 
filiould not tyrannize over it. This persuasion has been my offence. 

" Now, Sir, having made myself easy with the thoughts of 
my good intentions undei' this designed digmee (if I am riot 
to be inserted In the new commission), I beg your Lordship 
would not give yourself any fuilher trouble on my behalf, and 
about one that can never make you amends for what has been 
done, though 1 beseech you to believe that I have a grateful 
ficait, and that I will be ready to shew upon aM occasions that I 
am, n^y Loyd, your Lordship's most obedient and most faithful 
servant, Tuo. Wood/' 


Rev. Henry Dodwell to Rev. Francis Brokesby"|^. 

Reverend Sir, 

J presume you hare had nritice that the Pr eface, which wai 
wanting, is since come to light; though not yet priuled, for 
ivhat reason 1 know not- Ho^vever, this delay has gi\cn an op^ 
portunity for a small addition, which some others, as well as J, 
think miglit be proper in lelaiion to D. Blonclel, whom you have 
had under consiidei'alion. It is of a letter concerning him, wriU 
ten by P. Du Moulin, and published by Dr. Durell (to whom it 
was written) in the A[jpendix to his * View of the Gov*ernnieiit 
and I’ubiic Worship of God in tlie Reformed Churches beyond 
the Seas,' pp. 339, 340 j and again hy Mr. Bennet of Colchester, 
in his * Discourse of joint Prayer/ pp, 147, 148, and is as follows; 

* Of Ngiv Colkge, Oxford i B. C. L \m ; Th C L. 1703. 
f Two wdhknanii consieiitiout Kt^njunug Divines. 


'Mr 




ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE, 


118 

' Mv Reverend Brother, 

' To cast my mite into that rich treasury which you ai'c now 
furnishing, 1 must inform you of a remarkable passage very per^ 
linent to your purpose. In the year 1651, that gi'eat and good 
man, my Lord Primate Usher, told me that the learned Mr, Bavid 
Blondel had concluded his ^ Apologia pro Hieronymo/ with words 
to this purpose : ^ By all we have said to assert the Rights of the 
Presbytery, we do not intend to im'alidate the Ancient and Apos¬ 
tolical Constitution of Episcopal pre-eminence. But we believe, 
that wheresoever it is established conformably to the ancient 
Canons, it must be carefully preserved j and wheresoever by some 
heat of contention, or othemise, it has been put down or violated, 
it ought to be reverently restored/ The good Primate toid me, 
besides, that whereas the book had been written at the earnest 
request of the Assembly of Westminster, of the Scots especially, 
who had their agents and leaguers in Paris, to strengthen their 
pai-ty by misinforming the Protestants of France, and winning 
them to their side j when these agents saw this conclusion of 
Mi\ BIondelTs manuscript, they expostulated with him very loud, 
for iiiarring ail the good he had done in his book, disappointing 
I he expectation of the Assembly, and shelving himself an enemy 
instead of a friend, to their holy covenant. This they urged upon 
him with such vebcmency and unwearied importunity, that they 
prevailed with him to put out that conclusion. Having I'cccivcd 
that information from a person of so much knowledge and iiite- 
^ity as that famous prelate, yet for a farther confirmation I told 
it to Mr. John Blondel (Davids brother), then living iu London, 
who denied that there was any truth in that report, and defended 
his brother, as much wronged by it. If you think, said I, that 
I wrong your brother, complain to him of me in your next letter, 
and remember my kind service to hitn* Mr. John Blondel diti 
pot fail to write to his brother about this; and three or four 
weeks after shewed me a letter from himj wherein be remembered 
his love to me, and acknowledged that the relation was tnic. 

This advice I thought myself obliged to give you, knowing 
that no man can make a better use of it tlian yourself, to whose 
holy labours about this point, the chui'ch is so much indebted, 
and none more your debtor in the Church in that regard, than, 

' Sir, your most affectionate brotlier and servant, 

Peter du Moulin/ 

Its haying been twice printed already, 1 take to be no ob¬ 
jection against the re-printing it to make it yet more publick. I 
took the same method with the Trent Creed, in my ^ Answer to the 
Essay, Sec/ though at the same time 1 observc-d it had not only 
been printed in English formerly by Sir H. Lynde, but very 
lately by Dr. Hickes. My paper will let me add no more, but 
humble service to Mr. Cherry, and respect from yOurs, 

H. D, 


Part 


( 119 ) 

Part of a Letter from Mr. Edward Wai.T£r, Fel¬ 
low of St. John’s College Cambridge, to his Friend 
, in the Country, dated Dec. 6 , 1706. 

I should scarce have oientiDned ary thing of the matter you 
write about of my own accord 5 but, since you have given yourself 
the trouble of an enquiry, 1 am, I think, obliged in fi iendship 
to relate all that I know of the matter j and that I do the more 
willingly, because I can so soon produce my authority. 

" Mr. Shaw, to whom the apparition appeared, was Rector of 
Soldern, or Souldern, in Oxfordshire, late of St. John's College 
aforesaid j on whom Mr* Grove, his old Fellow Collegiate, called 
July last in his journey to the West, where he staid a day or iw'o j 
and promised to see him again in his return ^ which he did, and 
staid three days with him > in that time one night after supper, 
Mr. Shaw told him that there liappcned a passage, which he could 
not conceal fi'om Mm, as being an intimate friend, and one 
to whom this transaction might have somctliing more relation to 
than another man. He proceeded, therefore, and told him, that 
about a week before that time, ms- July the 2Sth, I 7 O 6 , as he 
was smoking and reading in his study about H or 12 at night, 
there came to him the apparition of Mr. NayloJ', formerly Fellovv 
of the said College, anti dead some years ago, a friend of Mr. 
Shaw's, in the same garb he used to be in, wiili his hands elasjietl 
before him. Mr. Shaw, not being much surprised, asked Idm 
how he did, and desii'cd him to sit down, which Mr. Naylor diif. 
Tljcy both sat there a consider able time, and entertained one 
anotlicr with various discourses- Mr. Shaw then asked him after 
what manner they lived in the separate state; he answered, far 
different from wliat they do here; but that he was very well. He 
enquired farther, whether there was any of their old acquaint¬ 
ance in that place where he was; he answered, Nu, not one; 
and then ]>i( 3 ecetled, and told him that one of then* old friends, 
naming Mr. Orchard, should die quickly, and he Idinseif should 
not be long after. There was mention of seveiul people's naiiics; 
but who they were, or upon what occasion, Mr. Grove camiot, 
or will not tell. Mr. ^ihaw then asked him wdiether lie wtmld 
not visit him again before that time : he answered, no, he could 
not] he had but three days allowed him, and farther he could 
not go. Mr. 5 ^baw smd, Fiat rolitnias Domitii; and the Appa¬ 
rition left him. This is word for word as Mr* Shaw told Mr. 
Grove, and Mr. Gi*ovc told me. 

Noie. What surprized Mr, Grove was, that as he had in his 
journey home^vards occasion to ritlc through Clopton, oi' Cbxtoi], 
he called upon one Mr. Clark, Fellovv of our College aforesaid, 
and Cujute there; when, enquiring after CcjI lege news, Mr. Clark 
told him Arthur Ui chard ^ died that week, Aug. ti, which 

Affliiir Drchardi of St. Collp£e, Cambridge, B. A. l6fiC ; 
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very much shocked Mr. Grove, and hiought to his mind the elorT 
of Mr* Shaw afresh. About three weeks ago Mr* Shaw died of 
an apoplexy ie the desk, of the same distemper as poor Arthur 
Orchard died of*—iVbte* Since this strange completion of mat* 
ters, Mr, Grove has told this relation, and stands to the truth of 
it; and that which confirms the Narrative is, that be told the 
tame to Dr, Baldiston, the present Vice Chancellor, and Master 
of Emanuel College, above a week before Mr, Shaw's death ; and 
when he came to the College, he was no way surprized as others 
were. 

What farthers my belief of its being a true vision, and not 
a dream, is Mr. Groves incredulity of stories of this nature, Con¬ 
sidering them both as men of learning and integrity: the one 
would not first have declared, nor the other have spread the same, 
were not the matter itself serious and real* 

** Youi’s, &c* Edwakd Walter.** 


Rev, Francis Jessop^ to Archbishop Wake, 


'' Most Hokoueed Lord, 


Treeton, near Botherhanh 
in Yorks hire 3 Dec. % 1717- 


" 1 have a just apology for myself, as well as true oecasion to 
write to your Lordship, if ever man harl, who have proelaimed 
King George with great multitude of my followers, and took the 
oaths to his Majesty with as much sincerity, yet as real caution, 
as could concern a Christian conscience j was ever a great lover 
of the late Queen Anne, and so much respected the Hero, the 
late King William, that I not only acted as a Justice of Peace 
pnder his Majesty ^ but as became a loyal servant, I preached a 
Funeral Sermon to his sacred memory, in York Minster, with all 
the encoiniums of a pancgyrick that 1 could contrive for his 
Royal honotir* But nothing would come to good elFect, because 
J in all my actions of life ever kept up in reserve to my holy office, 
according to my ordination, and trust an unspeakable veneration 
to the Church of England, on whom I lived, and depended for 
maintenance of life | and whose sacred livery and sacerdotal robe 
I wore, which I looked nei-^ upon, but J thought of the forti¬ 
tude of Elijah, the Prophets, and all the Apostles, except him of 
perdition, in her cause. As to the rights of Kings, I postpone 
them to th^ rights of the Church; and in the Apostolic Creed 
we profess to believe in the Holy Catholick Church, without men¬ 
tioning Kings. This is a constraint upon me* 1 would be Apos¬ 
tolic to stand by iny Church till death, under all the sad present 
calamity of illegal and arbitrary sequestration ; and when 1 see 
the King according to his title, a Defender of the Faith in the 
Church of England, the Church then needs no more my defence 
in these unrighteous suEferings; but I should stand up for the 
present King, as for the late King William, where rights stand 
upon the same foot in what relates to usurpation. Was King 


* Of Lincoln College, Oxford ; M* A. 1692* 
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William the next true natural Heir to the Crown after the death 
of hts Royal Consort?—We all know to the conn-ary) but he 
having a right by law in the judicatory of human reason, and not 
persecuting the Church, but being a Defender of the Faith against 
the avarice of the Whigs, who were for seizing upon the rights 
of the Church, if King William had not intervened — he thus 
meriting, as a defender could command our loyalty. I tlierefore 
distinguished myself as a true Magistrate under him, till his death, 
by my tempoial office, and after it by my spiritual one* 

According to the strictest Scheme of Monarchy, he was yet 
a Usur|)er* This was nothing to me so long as he defended the 
Church in her rights, and did not persecute her, nor any of her 
tine members for i-eligion ) but since ti-uest monarchy could not 
be had without the Church's immediate destruction, as her ser¬ 
vant, and a watchman in Israel, 1 was satisfied. Was not Queen 
Anne, if the Pretender was truly born, an Usiirpress? 1 look 
upon the Pretender to be truly born, but lor all that an enemy 
• to our Church; and I cannot, in all my extmmities, whidi be 
great motives, heartily fancy him* But 1 sorrowfully declare to 
eveiy body, that the Church lies between two |iersecutom, as 
Christ v\'as crucified between two malefactors; and that I wish 
the Grand Seignior might conq^uer us, because i animadvert, 
from the unpersecuted state of the Greek Church, we as well m 
they might hope to Iwe quietly under him* !f your Lordship 
should then enquire, who I am for ? I declare myself to he for 
the Sultan, or for any King that will not persecute the Church 
of Jesus Christ ; when all others be not Kings, but Tyrants; and 
even natural right according to the strict rule of monarchy, in 
pure duty to mine sacred office, shall have no claim with me m 
such a case* Mv office requires me to stand by the interests of 
the Church till tfeath, whether Kings reign, or I yrants persecute* 
“ I never mbsctl in the ways of my office five limes in twenty- 
four years; spent all my revenues upon my ^lanshioners, as ihey 
came in; served the ends, I thank God, of charities, and hos¬ 
pitality to an ungrateful people; who for my good-will rewarded 
me with evil, and had no other sense than to proclaim, the times 
were on their sides* And as my living was sequestered in Olivcj- a 
days, as if it was destined to that allotment, sorit is as unjustly 
as then sequestered now, by the brood of Nolls Sequestraloj's. 
That brood 1 never could affect, but avoided their company ^1 
1 could, and would lash at the wickedness of old Noll s times in 
my discourses; and yet I was so fair to these vvretches, notwith¬ 
standing these (locti'lnes, that I got them their lease with tJie 
late Duke of Noiiblk, and snatched the farm out of another 
man's hands, who was my tenant, for them* But such acts of 
real kindness would not prevail with them to be quiet; but, as if 
malignancy to the Rector of the parish lay in their blood, they 
got a grant from me to have a schoolmaster, called Robert Brown, 
whom I valued because he was a good Grecian, and I allowed 
him three pounds a veax, and he had the privilege of my tabic 
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when he p]easedj particularly his Suutlay*s dinnci'; and I made 
him my parbh clerk to mend his place, and in the year of hit 
ingratitude I gave him the mourning for Madam Bradshaw in 
my church. But still this villain would court the daughter of a 
Meeting-house, for which 1 rebuked him j but, instead of amending 
he grew exorbitant, and wore a sacerdotal girdle, de jure dwino 
(Exod* xxviii, 40-), belonging to the sacerdotal habit, an emblem 
of distinction between the Clergy and the Laity j and, upon my Just 
reprehension, he confidently told me he would wear it. Upon 
this I wrote to Dawes * (or Daous), that calls himself Primate of 
England, who proved an apostate ; but, instead of hearing me, 
he laid two suspensions upon me, as if one rope was not suffi¬ 
cient to hang any one person. Because 1 owed fifteen shillings 
to the Archdeacon, this was the occasion of the first suspension; 
a very slender reason, and I appeal to your Lordship's Judgment 
in it. A second cause for suspension vvas my praying for King 
George's conversion; and I pray yet, that God will convert him, 
that he may ever he the Chmcli's true son, consequently in rriy 
judgment, a rightful monarch. To these things 1 submitted, 
even twice; but nothing would serve, but 1 must have a libel 
preferred against me, of John Wickliff's sort; and in the state 
article, when 1 mentioned the Apocalyptkk beast, they swore I 
meant King George, whereas 1 intended the beast whose numbei' 
was 66d, where every letter standing for a figure makes 

up that number, according to the Greek grammar. Be your 
Lordship judge, whether the accusers did not libel the King, 
and forswore tlicmselvcs to my meanings, while I wtis clears They 
accuse Die for meaning the Pretender, when 1 preached upon 
advent texts on those Sundays, so that 1 knew not what to preach 
according to the Church's direction; and since I am unjustly 
disturbed in my office, I am resolved never to pi cach again, and 
then they cannot swear to my meanings. But Dawes (or Daous's) 
spile arose from such-1 ike instigationa, as that I said he was 
ungrateful to Queen Anne for voting against her within a fort¬ 
night after she gave him the dignity of a Primacy, and rejoiced 
at her demise, saying that the three kingdoms were fairly delivered. 
This bigamist besides courted lhe Lady Betty 1-lastings, whom I 
had addiessed five or six years before, and he maligned my better 
treatment from her. But now he utterly denies it to the Lord 
of Canterbury, in justification of which 1 will stake my living to 
his mitre, and am ready to challenge him to combat before King 
George, But the Tniies mtratus proves to be plumbcatusr a daous 
upon every challenge, the Chuj ch's slug ; I mean througli her 
heart, while his way is to combat behind the back, not before 
the face. But the tnie reason why he denies the Lady Betty, is 
liis courtship of Madam Firth, a girl binder fourteen, in Notting¬ 
ham, and becomes Lieutenant DiIke's dangerous rival. I si>eak of 
an horse-hair wig above, and a black libertine underneath ; and 
this discomposes the bigamist. 

^ Sir William Dawes, bait. ArdibhUap vf York. 

Such 
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** Such things he gets by Ecan<l£>lousIy attacking jny spotless 
virtue and honour) which is the reason, in pure veneration to my 
uncontaminated celibacy, that I will not accept of the act of grace; 
not in anger to King George, whom I could love was he the 
Church's Defender, but because 1 am innocent before unjust 
accusations, and I need it not. Sequestration, upon correction, 
is robbery and sacrilege ; and I cannot make up any agreement 
with Dawes, or any felon, without incurring an indictment for 
theft-boot; therefore I receive no money from Sam Buck, an 
attorney in Rotherham, Dawes’s sequestrator general* But to 
make me to submit to illegal anti arbitrary, as well as felonious 
sequestration, the vricked Buck set a creditor upon me, called 
John Patrick, of Sheffield, to sue me for 23 I desired this 
man to borrow so much money of any person, and 1 would enter 
into bond for it, which was all that could be done in my case. 
This wd! not appease John Patrick, but I must take money of 
Buck, whose illegal usurpation I disallow, according to my trust 
in flic Rights of the whole Clergy, else he would not agree. He 
makes this Sequestrator his Attorney, who served a writ upon me, 
and would not give me time to sell my goods, but I must give 
appearance. I ordered Mr, William Laughton to appear for mc; 
but 1 deelaa e to your Lordship that I will not appear against a 
just debt, but by my most just complaint against the Attorney 
arid sequestrator, Buck of Rotherham* As 1 do it by myself now, 
so 1 shall do it by Attorney hereafter; and beg of your Lordship, 
that your Honour will not grant any trial out against me, till jus¬ 
tice is done me by your Lordship upon Buck for undertaking such 
a dirty concern in Patrick's cause, I do myself the honour to 
send, in all duty, a Sermon 1 printed in Queen Anne's reign, to 
give to all persons, to shew what the Church of England is upon 
scriptural fi>undations. IKis 1 send to your Lordsblp, because 
there hath been a late process against the Bishop of Bangor, who 
writes no better than Heresy in what relates to the Kingdom of 
Christ. But in my Sermon your Lordship will lead the true 
foundaf ion of the Church, de jure divino. While 1 yet beg |33rdon 
for disturbing your Lortlship's serious leisure, who am a great 
admirer of the polite parts; themfore, most honoured Lord, 
Your Lordship's dutiful servant, Francis Jbssop*" 

Most Reverend Father, TreetoJi, Dec. 7* 1717* 

From reports of the enemy attacking the Church of England 
by blasphemous and heretical doctrines, that I .may give some 
good account of my time in my leisures, to the cosiestial Monarch 
of the Universe, my Lord and Master, 1 am beginning in the 
Latin tongue, for European perusal, a folio book, large; with 
your Grace's spiritual and patriarchal blessing, 1 hope good also* 
The title runs thus i ‘ Doctrina de Christo omnium Supremo 
Monarch^, quails sit in EpistolS, Septimanatim Borealis,* 

The dedication, through patriarchal candour, is to your 
Grace's self, on this manner : ' EpistoJa Poptifici Digni^mio, et 

luaximo 
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inaximo sub Christo Monarchae Wilhelmn Wake, e Sacris Th'eo- 
iog'iae Pmfessoribus ornatissirao, Revereiidissimo Patri, Pr^Bulum 
Principi, soH totiiis Angliae MetTOpoIitano et Primaii, oecnon 
unico vero Ecclesiae Anglieanae Patriareha], non diintaxkt h suo, ^ 
quoad sacntin et pubUcuni munus; hlio dicaiida^ quhm Conatiii 
fiiii sacratbsimis s^utatorla, et septimanattni continiianda. 

* Sept i man a prima blatei'atiane Sacrarum renim generali plena* 

^ Septimana secunda de Christo naturis unitis natu- 

raliter Monarch Si* 

' Septimana tertia de MonarclnS. ecclesiae inilitantis Anglicaiiie 
Supreme,, 

" Septimana quarta de proceribus et mini stria Monarchtas Su- 
prera® ex jure regnantibus* 

‘ Septimana quinta de muliplice Evangeiii nomine, et naturi* 

' Septimana sexta de Sacrb ordinibus et clavium potestate, 
quoad Success!onibus derivatis, et de Officio Sacro multifero ex 
iisdem processin 

' Septimana septima de verbo Dei monstrato* et Sacramen tali bus 
ex jure divino oblatis, 

* Septimana oetava de distinctione auctoritatis, quoad stationes 
exortS.* 

" Septimana nona de Monarchis terrarum laicis cum clericA ' 
conjunct is, 

' Septimana decima de Tyranno Monarchise binae, sed imitae 
adversario. 

' Septimana undecima de Clero h Tvranniclis terrorc, necnoa 
asUi eland icanti* 

■ Septimana duodccima de MonardtSl, sub ChristOj totius Angli®, 
k jure divino Suprco lo Cantuariensi, 

"Hie labor, hoc opus est; sed nemo, mittens man urn stiam ad 
arntnim, et respiciens retrb, aptus est i\*gno Dei, Si sulcus in 
arando, saep^ cfji'nimpatur respicienii, debet ducerectus j inuitb 
satiua curandum est quid fortitbr perageret, et qnalis cui'ae adhi- 
beatur ad opus diligcnliae^ duui benedictio tua, ne olio vacarel, 
aspiret ex auspiciis coelestibus, his coeptis, 

** Heverendissime Pater Patriarcharuni, giiati in Christo obse- 
quenl iSsinii, Fk a n c i s c i J e s s o r 


Dr* William Sbekard to Dr, R. Richardson*, North Bierley. 

" Dear Sir, Badmintont Sepi. 6, 1701. 

" I am extremely obliged to you for youi- letter, and present of 
plants. As soon as T come to London (which will be the latter 
end of next month) 1 will send you some obsenations on them, 
with Mr* Ray’s, Mr, Bobart’s, and hlonsieur Touniefort’s syno- 
nyma io t)ie mosses* I liave there almost ail theirs under thcif 
own hands, which is the certain way of adjusting them. I gather 

See the iirst ^ olumE of tUtse “ llluMrat ions," pp. 333* 

daily 
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daily ttbat seeds our garden affordsj and expect others from nay 
coirespondents abroad. As soon as I liare them togeUier, will 
send you a packet of perenniahj and annuals if you desire them. 
I hai'e heard nothing of late from Mr, Sutherland, who promised 
me a catalogue of ivhat he wanted by his last. We have no 
flowers in our garden of any value, Mr, Bobart ! hope may 
recover. Next spiing I shah be in London, and will pick you 
out some flowers amongst my acquaintance, I design to spend 
part of the summer in Holland, where probably I may find some 
addition to your Sower garden. Any thing that comes in iny 
way you may be sure of, in return of that friendship, which 1 shall 
always endeavour to cherish to the best of my power. 1 am, 

** Your faithful friend and humble servant, W, SHERaao.” 


Letters of Philip Yorke^^ Junior, Esq, to David 
pAPiLLON"f“, Esq. 

Dear Sir, Middle Temple^ Dec. 7, 

** Though yours of the SGth past loitered by the way till Tues¬ 
day last, j^et the satisfaction that it gave me by the assurance of 
your recovery made ample amends. I wish it ’^vas in uiy (jower 
to make a suitable return for a favour I so much value, by sending* 
yon any news j but my enquiries have led so little that way du¬ 
ring the Term, that lam alti^gether unfurnished with such mate¬ 
rials i but hope in a little while to lay in such a stock as may 
make me a more desirable coiTespondent. 

To-morrow s prints will, I suppose, bring you the story of 
the centiners being shot at the Play-house last night whilst the 
Prince was there, as soon as this letter. The person who did it 
[)roves to be one Freeman, who has been known about town as 
a crazed man for some timej w'hich, in the opinion of most 
people fi'ecs the affair from any suspicion of a plot, 1 happened 
to be in the Pit when it w*as done, and never saw so much con¬ 
fusion in a public assembly in niy life as there ivas upon this 
occasion* The affrighted people called 'Plrc/' those that had 
more presence of mind, ' a Quarrel:* but very few knew what 
it really was, Hie ladies were ready to climb over the box, and 
a Duchess might have been had for a little protect ion. Even 
Bajazet and Tamer lane descended from their charaetei^ to intreat 
the audience to sk still, and couUl hardly prevail ; but at last 
tlie Play proceeded. The Prince kept his seat, without any a[i- 
pearance of being moved, 

^ Afterward* Lord Cliancellor Hanhvicke, one of ibe most illustriou* 
Om»ixients that ever fiat on the Bt^neh of British Justice, The Law iia» 
always been oitc of ibe greatest fountains of the Peerage; but, perhaps, 
none have risen with more honour, nr left a ttieniury whidi will be more 
veiier.uefh rban Lord Chancellor Hardwieke. 
t Of Acryte iii ICenc, Sise (he “ Liierary Anecdotes,'* voL V* p. 470- 

1 sup» 
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** J suppose you have by this time seen njy name in print— 
Connsel for a Rioter! But^ God be thanked, in pretty good com¬ 
pany. Alas I we were justly convicted, 

&c* &c. Phi. YokrEj jun.'" 

'^Dear Sir, Middle TeThpkf Dec. 22 , 1716, 

I lived in hopes to have heard of your good health, and that 
my three last packets, which set out from hence in coni|)any,an'iv€Hl 
safe* Since that, you will easily imagine that we Whigs have been in 
great confusion. My Ix)i'd Tow ns bend's resignation gave such a 
shock as ivas felt througli all inferior orders of peop/le who enjoyed 
any place under the protection of that interest. I must own it 
had something in it of the ridiculous, to see the hurry and Iright 
of the little Placemen, who did not know upon what ground 
they stood, nor what cue they were to follow. The astonish¬ 
ment is, 1 think, a little abated; but the uncertainty continues 
generally as great as ei er. Many things and various are given 
out in speeches on all hands. Some people will have this to be 
a single blot, and that no more will be made 5 others say there 
is an entire new scheme, though nobody pretends U) know what 
it is, more than this —that Lord Carnarvon is to be at the head 
of the Treasuiy, vvhicli many pronounce him to be a madman if 
he accepts. An entire new scheme being supposed, they go on 
to give different reasons for the change. The friends of it put 
it upon this foot: <—tliat I he Walpolians liave endeavoured to 
clog the wheels of the new Treaty with France, as coming from 
other hands, and not proceeding "from themselves j—that, in the 
King's absence, they have shewn too much countenance to tlie 
Duke of Argylej and (which I myself heard an Officer of rank 
say) that they ba<l done their utmost to make the Army odious. 
The enemies of these new measures whisper on the other hand, 
that the true occasion is the opposition they have given to the 
foreigners in the aflair of brokage, and the fi'cquent bickei ings 
that have happened on that account;—^that they have constantly 
refused to come Into the project of repealing the disabling clause 
in the Act of Succession, and weic for disbanding the ainiy. 
These are things, that if you and I could believe, would, I per¬ 
suade niysdf, make us think they deserved a better fate. 

But the hand from whence this blow comes is another thing 
equally considerable, and equally in tlie dark with the former. 
Loi’d Suiidei'land is at Hanover, and he has long since quarreled 
with the Walpolians, and must be forward to advance what was 
formerly called the Duke of Marlborough's scheme. Even sok 
Vice Tj^easurer of Ireland could not make liim easy. But he 
alone has not strengtli enough for this; therefore it must be in 
conjunction with the German Ministers, and large promises of 
coniphance are made to them. And then as to Lord Townshend'a 
jjarticular case, Sundeiland owed him a Rowland for his Oliver* 
The latter had a mind to be Secretary of State u|>on the King's 
Accession^ and the former stepped into that, and sent his Com¬ 
petitor to Ireland. Now the other has the opportmiity of turning 
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tlie tabJea upon him; hut Mr, Stanhope does not stand dear of 
suspicion in this afiair. The public letter by which the King^s 
pleasure was signified for the resigning the Seals was writ by 
him ivitli this particular turn, ^ That the King ivas so sensible 
of my Lord's eminent services, that he gave him the place of 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as the most advantageous lie could 
bestow upon any subject,* This is thought grimace in him; but 
tiiere are people who apprehend that they have made somebody 
at Hanoi'er believe it to be true- But the chief cause of suspiciou 
is that Stanhope sent no private letter either to Walfjole or 
Townshend, which it is supposed he would have done if he had 
intended to keep terms witli them. You must add to this, that 
liis dependants look merry, and carry their heads higher than 
usual, Boscawen, who arrived since, swells and swears much, 
' *sblood, what do they mean by it ? Why, they did not tell 
wjc a word of it.* 

When I mentioned the Duke of Argyle, I should have tolil 
you that it is the opinion of some that the smoothness w jili which 
all matters have been transacted with the Regent dut^ing the 
King's absence has been an umbrage of objection against the 
Ministry, and that it has been urged thus;—That it w'ould have 
been impossible for (hem to efTect it without coming into some 
improper compliatiQcs in that which it is so well known that tlic 
Prince has most at heat't. 

The Tories rejoice much at Lord Townshend's going out, 
which makes the Whigs the more regret it; most of them think 
it a little liEU'shly timed, that, after he had gone through the great¬ 
est fatigue, and as Domestic Secretary all prcsecutious had p^isscd 
thi’ough Lis hands which might render him the most obnoxious 10 
the Tories—now, when it is probable acts of grace will be jiassed, 
and things done to reconcile tlie affections of the people to the 
King and his Ministers, he should be removed, I believe he has 
not yet determined as to the Government of Ireland, and that he 
is differently pressed by his friends. Some, that he would not 
accept, for going out so. tamely, and taking up with a I'cmoval 
fi-om tlie King's person and pi esence in this manner, will be inter¬ 
preted as a consciousness of something wrong, and that ho is glatl 
it is no worse ivitli him : others insinuate, that to submit readily, 
and fail in with the King's inclination in this matter, will tend to 
heal bi’caehes; and that when his Majesty comes home a nearer 
vievv of things may shew them in a different light from tlmt in 
which they appear at a distance. 

It is said tlie Tories gained ground yesterday in the Common 
Council, and tiiat in some Wards where they Intended to have 
made no opposition till this turn happened. 

Thus I have chatted dangerous poUticks with you for a whole 
sheet of pa[>er; but it is in confidence, and what is proper (0 be 
a secret you will keep so j though, upon reviewing it, 1 think 
you must have a \'ery logical head if you can make any conclu- 
Moii from the whole. 


My 
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" My most hunible service waits on your father and the ladies, 
with wishes of a merry Christmas; aiid giv'o me leave to add one 
wish for my own sake^ that I could have the happiness of ,beiii^ 
with you, to tell you how much I am, dear Sir, 

Vours with the greatest ati’eetioii and respect, Fhl Yokke/* 
“ Dear Sik, [No date of place or year.] 

'"The enclosed ivaits upon you in obedience to your commandji* 
In the strength of your entertaiuirient we got home safe on Tues¬ 
day night, unhappy in nothing but that evei7 step w'c swlvanced 
forwards carried us to so much greater distance from the agree¬ 
able company at Actyse. Some terrors and shrieks t lie re were 
in the coach ; but whether that proceeded from real fear, or be¬ 
cause they fancied they squeaked prettily, I cannot take upon 
me to determine, 

1 dined this day at Mr, Matson’s with Dr, Deeds’s son, a 
young Clergyman, with vvliom we drank your healths, 

" The bright circle which shines at Acryse trequently enter tains 
my imagination with the faint resemblance of what f saw there 
in life. Let them know that all here, especially myself, are their 
servants witii the greatest devotion. 

To you, dear Sir, I never can ^il to be, with the greatest 
affection and respect, u most humble servant, Pui. York^r. 
" Mine with the family's best service waits on your father,’* 


Mr.GiBsoM (afterwards Bishop of Ixindon) to [Peter^ Le Neve, 
Esq. at the Eitchequer, These. 

“ Dear Sir, Lambeth^ Sept. 4 1 1697- 

** I have stmie occasion for Sir Henry Spelman’s Remains, ivhich 
I did not think of when you were with me the other day. If 
y(ni can conveniently want the book, 1 desire you to send it by 
this bearer to. Sir, your very humble servant, Edm, Gibsoh," 

Bishop Gibson to the Rev. Dr. Stukeley, 

" Good Sir, IfhUeJmllj Jan . 4, 1734-5. 

'' Your kind present came hither this afternoon, safe and sweet, 
and 1 desire you to accept my thanks for it. The Opposition 
grows so strong, that the Court ouglit to be sensible of all ser¬ 
vices which tend to lessen that,and to increase their own stiTiigtb. 
1 wish many happy years to you and yours j and remain. Sir, 
" Your assured friend and servant, Kdm. Logsdon.’* 

John Warburton, Esq. to Mr. Shaw Ward, Leeds. 

Sir, Bedait, Jan. 29, 1718-19- 

" As the new Map of Yorkshire (according to the inclosed 
PropiBals) is chiefly designed for the use of persons of distinction, 
and of public employ, and none to be sold but what arc sub¬ 
scribed for, [ hope the same may be agreeable to you, and ain. Sir* 
\our humble servant, ' J. Wahbuhton.” 

Letters 
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Letters of John Anstis Esq, 


To the Rev, Dn Joai^ Dennjs, Archdeacon of Rochesterf* 
Sir, Nov. 13, J73L 

I have inspected the woid^ of the Statutes of the Bath, which 
follow' —and tnay (meaning the Dean of Westminster) bear his own 
coat armst impaling those of the Church of Westminster, surrounded 
with the circle and motto of the order* These being the very 
terms, you will be pleased to obsene that there is no compulsion, 
but only a privilege or liberty granted, ^vhich may be either used 
or omitted j but, when used, the manner prescribed must be 
followed exact ly t. 

This privilege only extends to the Dean of Westminster; 
who in that cafiacity is constituted an Officer' of the Order, and 
not to any other preferments that a Dean of Westminster may be 
invested with, to which preferments arms may be appropriated; 
and, therefore, the arms of the Bishop rick of Rochester cannot 
certainly be placed within the circle having the motto of the 
Order inscribed* So, as you l ightly observe, there ought to be 
two diiferent escutcheons on the monument, in ease those of the 
Order be used, vvliich is a very connnem case; and must always 
happen wdien either tlie deceased had more than one wife, oi' a 
lacly more than one husband ; and there must be so many diflfer- 
ent escutcheons as there have been wives or husbands, 

“The motto is Tria juJicta in nno ; dull enougl’i in all con¬ 
science, whatever meaning it bears, but given by King James 
the First, whom Buchanan would have corrected if he had done 
it w'hile he was under his tuition ; which I only mention, because 
in your letter the words were traasposed. In uno tria juncta. 

“ There may, indeed, be even a question arise, whether, ac¬ 
cording to the terms of this jirivilege, the arms of the Church of 
Westminster ought to be in the first or second place, because of 
the ambiguity probably of interpreting the true sense of the word 
impaling, as used in this place j for it may be objected, that it 
uiight have been more plainly expressed, and have determined 
the matter; and that in this manner it should have been plain, in 
case it had been said ^ impaled with the Churcli of Westminster** 

* Garter King of Arms from 1714 to 174^* See some account of hitn 
in the ** Literary AiiecJotes," vol. V* p* £69* 

4* Oamestic Cbaplaiii to Dr. Samuel Bradford, Bhhop of Rochester; 
who died May If, 1731 i and for whusc monument in VVestminster Abbey 
the armortal bearings were ret]uired.—Dr- Oenne had been appuinted 
Arehdeacpn and Prebendary of Rochester in 17?8 ; and was presented cn 
cbe Rectory of Lambeth, Nov, 21, 1731 I aud died Aug. 6, 1767, fflt. 75* 

^ Ste in the Genilemaire Magazine, vol, LX IX. p. 1^4, some iDtereating 
remarks of the Rev. Samuel Deane (the Archdeacon’s son), on the sub¬ 
ject of this letter, which was written by Mr. Anatis in answer tu some 
queries that had been proposed to him, ^ to the pretensions the Dean of 
Westminster might have to bear the ensign of the Order of the Bath- 
Vol* IV. K These 
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These Statutes were drawn with much hurry, and formed mostly 
upon the practice and plan of the Gaiter, in which the Pi'elate 
bears the aims of the See of Winchester surrounded with the 
Garter (and antiently the coat arms of the Bishop were not joined 
with those of that See within the Garter) 5 and, since the office 
of chancellor of the Garter has been restored to the Bishop of 
Salisbui^, there hath been a g;rant of that nature to that bishop 
also by a late decree, whereof I have not the particular words at 
this place (the Heralds' office), the book being at Mortlake. 

But I have therefore placed the arms of the Churcli of 
Westminster in the first place, because that seems to be most 
consonant to the practice, and also to the design; for a person 
must be first Dean of that Church before he can be the Officer of 
the Order, and that the arms of a spiritual preferment s!) 0 iild 
also precede any coat of a family; and 1 believe 1 have no oc¬ 
casion to ask the sentiments of the gi'eat Master of the Order for 
lus particular explanation in tins case, 

“ I likewise guess that, in the hurry wherein these Statutes 
wei^e framed, it was not then certainly known wliellier there were 
any particular arms appropriated to the Dean of Westminster dis¬ 
tinct from those of the Church itself, and therefore the latter 
were mentioned; but it is now lawful for the Dean himself to 
bear the arms of the Church itself, for these Statutes have the 
force of the great seal, 

I have not described the arms of the Church of Westminster; 
for, as that Chui'ch (if vve include the time of the Abbots) hath 
borne three dlflei'ent coats, besides another the little time it '^vas 
a Bishoprick, I cannot teil which of them is now used ; and it 
might be that, upon the new foundation by Queeit Elizabeth, 
another coat might be given, which hath been done in several 
foundations; but the persons of that Church can determine this 
point. 1 am your most humble servant, John Anstis.” 


To the Right Honourable Algernon Earl of Hertford*, 
President of the Society of Antiquaries. 

Mortlakef jipril 18, 1737* 
May it please your Lordship, 

“ I have received the Picture j-, vvhicli I shall carefully return 
with marry t haiiks, and within a few days will lay before your 
Lordship my observations upon the several parts of it. In order 
thereto, it will be absolutely necessary to insert the Pedigree of 
those jiersons who are represented in it. I want for this pur^ 
pose the ^ Genealogical Histories of the Families of Stuart and 
Douglas,* which are ^printed in two volumes, which probably 
would supply some omissions in that which follows. 

=* Afterwards Duke id Sumerset. See vd, IL p. 770. 
f The paintini^ here alluded 10 was, '‘The Cenotaph of Lord Darnley; 
with James the First wlien a child; and the Earl and Courvtess of Leinioi^ 
praying by it;" which, with its cuiiipanion, ''The Battle of Carberry 
Hi 11," were engraved by Vertae. 


James 
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James IV. King ofcpMargaret, dau. ofiTiArchibald Douglas, E. 

1T_._ TriT TJ-V. j A ^ J - ^ n ^ 


Scotland, slain at 
Floddon Field, 1531, 


Hen* VIL King 
of England. 


J- 


ofAngn s ,Sd hm band^ 
married in 1514* 


James V.=^_ 

King of 
Scot¬ 
land* 


Margaret Douglas, who, as=pMatt, Stuart, 


Camden writes,did,after her 
brother's death without is¬ 
sue, wi lU ngly resign theEarl- 
dom of Angus with the con¬ 
sent of her husband and sons, 
to David Douglas* This lady 
lies buried, under a monu¬ 
ment, witli her arms and 
those of her son, in West¬ 
minster Abbey* She died 
on illarch 10, ISrr- 


Earl of Len¬ 
nox, who was 
Regent during 
the minority of 
his grandson, 
and he died 
in 15r^* 


Francis the= 
Dauphin, 
after King 
of Fi'ance, 
1st husband, 
married Apr* 
24,1558^nd 
died Dec* 5, 
1560, s. p* 


-Mary,: 
Queen 
of 

Scot¬ 

land, 

born 

Dec*S, 

1549* 


^Heniy Stuart, Lord 
Darn ley ^ created Du k e 
of Rotlisay and Al¬ 
ba ny, Earlof RoBS,and 
Loi’d of thelsleof Man 
before his marriage 


n 


James YL King 
of Scotland. 


w'ith the Queen, 
wh ich was on July 99, 

1564, and was stran¬ 
gled onFeb*90,1567, 
at t he age of 91 years* 

William Seymourj^Arabella Stuart 
Eai'l of Hertford. 


CharJesS tuar t—- ■ 
Earl of March 
and of Len¬ 
nox, died in 
1 57 6,aged 21 
years, so that 
he was nine 
years younger 
than his bro¬ 
ther* 


" By this Pedigree we are enabled to give an account of the 
arms represented upon this Picture 5 and are thereby further ascer¬ 
tained, that the piece from whence tile copy was taken represenla 
a fact before the year 1579, when Matthew Stuart (wlio is here 
with his lady and second son imprecating vengeance) was slain* 
In this year, 1579, King James was six years old 5 and Charles 
Stuart, his uncle by the father's side, was about seventeen j and 
though these ages may not agree to the ligiires of this king, 
and his uncle, yet I apprehend, for reasons which I shall here¬ 
after give, that this Picture w'as drawn very soon after Henry 
Lord Damley was strangled on Feb. 20 , 1567? though King 
James was at that time much younger than this figure represents 
him 3 for, as I shall shew, it was a common practice iji the paint¬ 
ings of that age to exhibit even inbmts in larger proportions 
than the real hfe. 

At the top, over this monument, are three banners hung 
up in the chuj'ch, according to the usual manner j that in the 
middle being the cross of St. Andrew, the tutelar Saint of 
Scotland; thht on the right hand, being the arms of that King¬ 
dom, want no exjdanation; but that on the left contains as follow: 
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It consists of four pnncipat quarters. The first quarier is 
a^ain quarterly^ L The au^meutationj being the coat of France^ 
within a border Gules, charged with eight buckles Or. This 
coat hath been supposed to be that of Evreux in France^ to which 
Stuart added the buckles iu memory of his descent from the 
heiress of Croc. The arms of Stuart, Or, a fess diecqube 
of three rows Argent and Azure within a border engrailed 
Gules. The 3d as the 2nd, and the 4th as the 1st, And over 
all, in an inescutcheon, Argent, a saltire engrailed between four 
roses Gules, for the feudal arms of Lennox, which is a custo¬ 
mary method of bearing in that kingdom. And upon these arms 
ts a label of three points Argent, the distinction of the eldest son. 

** The second quarter contains the three legs borne for the 
Isle of Man, because this Henry Lord Darnley bad been before 
his marriage created l^ord of the Isle of j\lan. Of these arms 
hereafter. 

" The third quarter upon the like account hath. Gules, three 
lions ram}>ant Argent, for feudal arms of the Earldom of Itoss, 

The fourth is again quarterly, being the ai’ms of Douglas 
Earl of Angus. L Macdowal, Azure, a lion rampant Argent, 
crowded Or. Abernethie, Or, a lion rampant Gules. 

3. Wishart, Argent, five piles conjoining at the point Gules. 

4. Stuart, Or, a fess checipifee of three roses Argent and Azure, 
suniioonted with a bend Gules, charged with three buckles Or. 
And over all, in an ine!=cutcheon, the arms of Douglas, Argent, 
a man’s head crowned Gules. On a chief Azure three stars of 
the first. 

** I wish youi^ I^ordship would be pleased to turn to the last 
edition of Sandfoid’s Genealogical History, p. 525, where the 
time of the death of Matthew Eaii of Lennox is misdated j but 
there is the print of the tomb of Margaret his lady, with an 
inscription, together with the effigies of Henry Lord Darnley 
and his brother Earl of March, and the arms likewise. And 
here it may not be improper to correct what Nisbitt, in his Essay 
upon Armories, printed at London, 171B, in 4 to, writes m p. 
195, vipou these arms ; * Upon what account the English placed 
them here [that is in the 4tii quarter for this Hemy Lord Darn¬ 
ley] 1 know not, for she [that is his mothei] was not an heiress j 
but with us [that is in Scotland] the fourth was the first quarter’ 
Mr Nisbitt is mistaken in bolhi in the first, if the above citation 
from Camden be credited; and in the second, by this Picture itself, 
which doubtless was done by order given in Scotland. 

** Fi'pm these blazons the arms placed upon the margin of this 
lomb or monument are easily tliscovei’ablc. That next the head 
of the figure (which is the more honourable part) hath the arms 
of the Ifile of Man, and under them, party per fess, those of tlie 
Earldom of Rosa (whicli were his ttvo dignities), impaling those 
of ^codand i and that at the foot those of Stuart j and under 
them those of Douglas, partie likewise per fess, impaling those 
of Scotland. 
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The arms of .Scotland are here placed on the sin lister side^ 
as we term it, in sucli manner as husbands and wives bear themp 
and in such maiii^ier as this Lord Dai nley should have placed 
the arms of any subject if he had so married. But, Shougli l here 
ma^ be precedents of the like iisage^ where Sovereign Queens 
have been married to foreigners, or to their own subjects, yet 1 
doubt whether that course w'ould have been anciently taken, I 
know that upon the Great Seal of Philip and Mai v hisarms 
were placed impaling those of France and England, which I think 
was no com]dimcnt to this kingdom. 1 think Henry Lord Darnicy 
was acknowledged King, but 1 know^ not with what restrictions j 
though those under which Philip was limited and settled by Par¬ 
liament here. If the Sovereignty was £up}iosed In both, k was 
the Sovereignty of England, whose arms should (within this 
Kingdom at least) have been in the first place. 

It hath been thought a rule, that when a younger son of the 
Crown left a daughter and heiress marided fo a IVobleman, the 
arms of the Crown (with the proper distinction to difFerence them 
from the Royal ones) should howe\'er precede those of the hus¬ 
band. I have not now time enough to search into the customs 
of those Kingdoms transmissible to heirs female, when husbands 
have been admitted into partnership of the Sovereignty, 

In a short time I shall give such a detail of the arms of the 
Isle of Man as hath appeared to me, ami likew ise of several other 
particulars in this Picture; as I suppose that of my Lord 
Pom fret is much larger, it may not be improbable that the 
writing in the tables may be more legible j and that the figure 
of the collar aboin the King's neck may be more distinct, for I 
cannot be certain w'hat it represents. 

My next of course must be a very long letter, if it should not 
be ungrateful to your Lonlship. 

The Elements of Armories, printed in 4lo in 1610 by E. B. 
(that is, Edmond Bolton, w-ho was a ver}'learned man), in p. 74 * 
contains his thoughts about the arms of the Isle of !\Ian, with his 
supposed derivation of them from the symbol used in Sicily of the 
three legs. If your Lordship hath not the book. I will transcribe 
the passage- Jf your Lnrdshi|) hath it, you will find a discourse 
upon this symbol of Sicily in Montfaucon. 

“ That Island of Sicily runs into the sea in the manner of a 
triangle, or the Greek A, and is theref<Jre called by Lycopbron 
the three-necked, and by Pindar the x hree-speared. 1 am, my Lord, 
Your Lordshi|j'3 most obliged and obedient humble servant, 

** John Anstis." 


To the same. 

" My Lokd, MortiakCt Jiint 13, 17S7. 

"" I have been some time la the Hundreds in Essex, with my 
second son, who hath a benefice thei^, which hath been the oc¬ 
casion that I have not returned the Picture, with some observa¬ 
tions upon it, which 1 intend now to make out of hand. I am 

at 
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at a loss, by reason of the smallness of the draught, to be cerf am 
of what the collar consists* to which the image of St. Andrew is 
hung, or of the arras on the standards in the battle represented 
in that piece j 1 shall, therefore, mention only the persons said 
to be present in it by the few Scotch Historians which 1 have* I 
am assured that the antient livery (and consei^uently, as 1 sup¬ 
pose, the collar) of the Kings of Scotland consisted of (as the 
then Latinizing term was) gromittis equorumj which, I think, 
signified the bit or curb of an horse. 

I delivered to Lord Delawar that imperfect sketch of the 
beginning of a Proposal about Peerages, and have heard nothing 
more since that time, so guess that design may be laid aside, or 
placed into abler hands. 

“ I hope to make amends for iny long delay about this Picture j 
and am, with all gratitude and duty, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient servant, John Anst'is." 


To the same. 

May 3t ptEASE your Lordsktf, Mortlakei Juhj .,, 1737. 

“ I think, that in my former letter, I went through the expli¬ 
cation of the arms on the banners and upon the side of the 
monument. The latter are surrounded either with a collar, or 
an ornament of the painter’s fancy j I should guess the former j 
and to my sight that collar which surrounds the Arms of the 
Kingdom of Scotland, placed in the middle of the monument, 
sceois different from the collars round the arms on either side. I 
should be apt to believe this in the middle might be intended to 
represent the ancient livery or collar of that kingdom (of which 
hereafter), and that the two other coats {which contain in the 
first place the arms of Heniy Dai nley and of his dignities, and 
impaling the arms of Scotland, as Baron and Femme) are sur¬ 
rounded either with lesser hits or curbs of a bridle, or with the 
letters S. S. S. the badge of the Kings of England, to whom this 
pei’son was born a subject. The objection to the latter suppo¬ 
sition is, that the jew'el appendant seems to be St* Andrews 
cross, appropriated to Scotland. 

[ observed that it appeared not so veiy regular (notwith¬ 
standing the precedent of our Philip and Mary) that a martial 
King (if I may use that terra) should place Ins arms before those 
of the Kingdom. I take it to be contrary to the ancient prece¬ 
dents, and to the reason of the thing. 

“ I would refer to some of our evidences. 1 know not how 
Edmund, second son of Henry III. bore the arms of Sicily and 
Apulia, after the Pope gave him that title; but, when John of 
Gaunt took the title of King of Castile and Leon, he placed those 
arms in the first place, impaling his own coat, though his 
own coat were the arms of England and France with a brisure | 
but, when he had surrendered these kingdoms of Castile and 
Leon, he thenceforw'ards bore only his own arms. I have not 
Eymer now by me, and therefore cantiot cite the condition in¬ 
serted 
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sei'ted in tlie instrument whereby the Queen of Naples adopted 
oiir Duke of Bedford < It is in vol. IX. p, 70S. Neither shall I 
here men lion tlie custom t>f subjects^ whose descendants, when¬ 
ever they had marped Oie Heii'ess of any younger son of the 
Crown, boro the Royal arms with the proper differences in the 
first place. In her^itary kingdoms, where women succeed to 
the Crown, the pi-actice hath been univeisal (as I think) to place 
the arms of the Husband after those of the Kingdom, although 
tlic Husbands were crowned Kings, There are many instances, 
in the kingdom of Navarre, &:c, 

"" Then, again, these arms ^f Darnley are under the like Crown 
as those of the Realm itself (which is in the middle). This Crown 
hath upon the rim four crosses, from whence arise two arches, 
having the Hke cross upon a mound at the top. Between the 
crosses on the t ini is a fleur de lis between two pearls, each on a 
point j which differences this from the Crowns of other Kings, 
The Kings of Scotland had not an arched Crown in 26 Hen. VIII, 
as appears by the representation of tlie Knights of the Garter in 
the Black Book of timt Order, but only an open one j and I know 
not when that arched crown ivas Ill’st assumed thei^. Certain I 
am, that the real Crown of Scotland (iliough I know not the 
form of it) was put on the head of Sir James Balfour, when he 
wiis created Lyon King of Arms in ItJ30, 

King James, wiiowas very young, is here represented impre¬ 
cating vengeance for his Father's death. It was customary to 
Umw the figures of the children of the Crown as grown up, 
wiicieof there are several instances in ftlontfaucon. He is in the 
Royal robes, ivith I he crown above described, baving the sceptre 
lying U])on the desk before him. He bath about his neck acoUar, 
to which the figure of St. Anilrew (if my eyes rightly view it) is 
aji pend ant, impressed witli his cross Argent. This probably will 
be esteemed to be the badge of some Order of Knighthood j but 
as yet 1 cannot subscribe to that notioni and conceive it to be 
barely the livery of the King, and which he might, like other 
kings, give to his domes ticks and favoui'ites. I would here take 
notice, as a matter of curiosity, that, in the Cathedral of Amiens 
in France, to the reliquary, or case, that contains the head 
(as they think) of St, John Baptist, there is affixed a gold coin, 
or I should rather believe a medal, which in the exergue hath 
this circumscription, in a Gothick sort of letters, ' Moneta Nova 
Jacobi Tertii, Dei gratik, Regis Scotieef It exhibits that King 
(who died in 14SS) in dcmi-iclief, ivith long hair, but without a 
heard, crowned with an open Crovvn, sitting on a royal throne, 
having a naked sword in one hand, and with the other hold¬ 
ing the arms of Scotland. Over the pavilion that covers the 
throne is the motto, * In mi Dclfen ■/ and under it, ' Villa Bcr- 
wici/ But tiic reason of my niendoning it is for the Reverse, 
which hath the image of St. Andi'cw at large, holding with his 
right hand his cross of equal length with himself (not impressed 
over his body as in this Ficture), ariti circumscribed with * Saivum 
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fac Pojmlum Twm [taum] Damine/ in Homan letters It weig^bs 
thirteen pistoles, is of two inches and one third diameter, which 
induces me to suppose it not to have been any common current 
coin, though inscribed ^ MonetaNova;' for 1 know of none at that 
time of so great a value. VVhile I name this medal, it not 
be amiss to take notice that in that church are sei'eral ornaments 
having the arms of John Earl of Oxford, who died 4 Hen. VIH. 
surrounded with the Garter, whereof the Penitentiary Canon of 
that Church hath sent me draughts. 

The question is, of w hat the collar about this King's neck is 
composed. Probably Upton,' De Re MiJitari,' may not be at hand; 
therefore I transcribe from p. 33, ‘ In Anglic quando Bominus 
Rex aliquem nobilitat \ solet^ una cum feudo, signum, hoe post 
Liberatam suara nobilttato condonarc, quae liberata est unura 
Collarium cum Hteris de S. de aiiro vel argento fabi’icatum.' He 
then proceeds to describe this Collar of Livery of the King of 
Fmnce, of the King of Cyprus, of the Emperor; and then jiro- 
ceeds, ' Rex etiam Seotise dare solebat pro slgno, sen titido suo 
unum Col/arium de Garmettis Jrtz'Tralibus equorum de auro vel 
argento/ Stc.^and in the next page, ' Notandum tanien est, 
quod isra signa, ut praedixi, regia, prout signum accipitur pro 
su^i liberatfk, non sunt sua Arma, vel Bagia, sed solummoJo 
Libei'atae,' &c. As this author, who lived in the reign of Henry 
VI., was certainly exact in describing the Collars of the other 
Princes named by him (as I can proi'e), so there can be no reason 
to suspect his ignorance as to Scotland. Goiirwete is the French 
at present for the curb of a bridle, and Upton is positive that the 
Collar of the King of i^cotland relates to that pan of the bridle 
called gormetie. My eyes do not serve me to be certain in the 
very form of this collar in this Picture. I coukl wisli the larger 
picture was nicely inspected to discover it. 

It hath been the common, mistake to call these badges, or 
devices, or liveries of Kings, to be Orders of Knighthood, and 
I printed several incontestable proofs of such mistakes. And the 
Scotch may as well be pardoned, as oihers. In this matter. Nav, 
further, if it should appear that the Kings of Scotland knighted 
any pei’sons in the name of St. Andrew, that would not prove 
an Order; for our Kings have often knighted in the name of 
St. George persons who were not of the Garter. 

The later Collar of Scotland hath been composed of Thistles 
intei woven and linked with sprigs of Rue; but w^heii it be^'an 1 
ca n not 1 earn. O u r K i ngs freq u e n tly a 1 tered their col 1 ars or I ive- 
rie.s, Richard 11. bore the hire Hart; then the Lancastrian 
line the Collar of S. S.; Edward IV. the White Rose, &c. 

As to the Royal Robes, the surcoat seems to be Argent; 
whether that hath any allegory to the innocency of a child, 1 can« 
not guess; for, if it respects the Royal person, then I apprehend 
this draught intends to represent this King as he was (according 
to the antient Rituals) habited during the"Octave of his Corona¬ 
tion^ for I do not thiriK this vvhite colour is designed for mourn- 
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ing, which the Monarclis of that age never wore while they ap¬ 
peared as Kings (which shall be explained in a dififercnt letter) 
though there was not heretofore any particular colour appro¬ 
priated to nmurning j but was sometime in white, russet, blue, 
?ic. 1 cannot be certain by my eye of the tiue colour of the 
Royal mantle. 

The battle represented in this piece is, without doubt, Chat 
of Langside, a mile South of the side of Glasgow, and possibly this 
may be a prospect of that Held of batik* 

As fo the coat arms of the Isle of Man, Mr, Camden, in 
his description thereof, sakh, that the antient arms were a Ship 
with the sails furled or tmsted up* In the ^7th box in the Dutchy 
of Lancaster, there is a grant of* R*Bei gra. Rex Insularum til* 
Godredi Regis/ to the Abbey of Furness, conhrming privileges 
granteil by King Olavus his grandfather, with a seal exhibiting 
an equestrian figure of him on horseback j and on the Reverse, 
a Ship, being a large seal. This Reginald King of the Isles 
died 1226. 

" Jn Ri mer, under 15 Edward IV. there is a patent about 
the claim for bearing the arms of Man niade by the Lord Scrop 
against the Lord Stanley; but there is no description or basoning 
of the arms, I transcribe what E. B., that is, Edmond Bolton 
(ivho was a karned man), in his Elements of Armories, printed 
in IfilO, saith hereof, p. J4y by way of dialogue, 

V/ith more vehemency of likelihood, we may affirm that the 
Armories of the Isle of Man iverc detived from the semblabJe 
figure, which the Grecians in Sicilia did Jong since use upon 
their coins. 

* E. I reiuemberto have seen them, not without some wonder, 

' A* The cavtse in them was elegant; but nothing agreeable 

to the Kingdom, or Isle of Man, though someivhat to the three 
Realms, England, Scotland, and Ireland, ivbich it [that isle] 
respects. ^ 

* E* AVhat w’us the cause ? 

A, The three legs meeting so in the centre, did symbolize 
or signify the three Corners* Capes, or Fromontorles of that 
Island [Sicily], which ivas tiierefure called Trinacria. [It is 
plain that Island runs into ihc sea in the manner of a triangle, or 
Greek letter A, ami thercfoi e called by Li cophron three-necked, 
and by Pindar three pointed], 

* E. The cause was apt indeed, and would well correspond to 
our Penile of England, ivbich is triquet, or triangular. 

^ A. It would; but surely in those [Sicilian] money's this 
was also strange, that in the very' juncture of the legs, you 
should somethiies see a Mercury’s head, betokening (as it seems) 
the witty arts of the Islanders ; sometime the head of Ceres, fo 
signify the fertility » or Rape of Proserpine; and sometime other 
things." 

“ So far Colton j but for this symbol sceMontfaucon, tom. IH. 
p. *2; c. 8. p. 187, as it concerns Sicily. 

When 
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When Oie real Lords of this Isle of Man (or the titular oneSj 
for it was given upon the latter account by' the Kings of Scotland 
to their subjects) first used the three legSj or the occasion thereof, 

I cannot discover* 1 have a very old parchment book of arms, 
where the three legs are not in a ti iangle, but in a method mom 
proper to be drawn than described, which may not give a full 
iiiea of the manner of them* 

Selden, in his ^Titles of Honour,’ L T. c. 3, § 1 , men¬ 
tions a Charter of William Earl of Salisburvj 22 Feb* 6 Rich. IL 
with his seal, which hath in the 1st and 4th quarter the arms of 
Man, and in the 2d and 3rd those of Montague, He doth not 
describe these arms of Man, and therefore I should guess them 
to have been the three legs* That most learned Writer takes 
notice that this Eai’l used only the style of Lord of Man 3 but 
omits that he used the phrase Bci gratis, of which there is an 
instance in Madox, Formul. Anglican, n. 572, but he particu¬ 
larly remarks, that Ins arms are under a crown fleury of eight 
flowers, whereof four are much larger than the rest. And he 
takes notice of what Walsinghara, p. 387, writes, after the nar¬ 
ration of the sale of this Isle to the Lord Sc rope,' nempe Doini- 
ims hnjus Insulse Rex vocator, cui etiam fas est corond aured 
coronai'i,’ And, I believe, he used this Crown only wdth respect 
to this Island; for I take it, after the erecting of Dukes, as an 
Order superior to Earls, by Edward IIL and their investiture in 
tiieir creations being specified to be per circidum awrcuniy that Coro¬ 
nets, which had formerly belonged to Earls, became tlien appro- 
jniate to this higher degree, and were discontinued to be worn 
by the Earls j and therefore, when Henry VL so far honoured die 
Earl of Warwick as to make him Pi*iEcnines Angliae, there is the 
follovving remarkable gmnt to him by Cart* 22 H* VL ' qucal 
\itatur ciiciilo aureo pro di^erentki inter ipsum et alios Comites.* 
I cannot conceive how the wearing a golden Circle or Crow n could 
distinguish him fi'om al! other Earls, unless it be allowed that the 
Other Earls had either no Crowns, orCrowms of different metal. It 
is certain, as I remember, that the investifure per cireulum ameuin is 
not expressed in any Patent to an Earl till the reign of Edward VL; 
and in a draught of the House of Lords made by the Gar ter King 
of Arms in the reign of Henry VIII* while Cardinal Wolsey sat 
in that House (which is printed by Vv. Fiddes) only the Dukes 
of Nojfolk and Suffolk have Coronets. ! agree that, before tlie 
Institution of Dukes, Earls had Crowns, thougl^ not mentioned 
as any symbol, used at theii' investitures in their Charters j as by 
the instances of the Earl of Pembioke, and John of El I ham Earl of 
Kent, printed in Scldcn*s Titles, L 2 , c. v. § 14^ thougli some 
have thought that the tomb ascribed to John of Eltham was reahy 
that of Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter. And it may likewise 
be suggested, that the Crown of the Earl of Pembrokc inight be 
kept in tliut family, not as an ensign appropriate to an Earl, but 
to be used at maniage solcnuiiiies, which was the common rite 
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on these occ^^ions j and probably ibe like supposition may be 
made with regard to the I^cies of Crowns by the Earl of Arundel^ 
mentioned in the same place by Mr* Seldon 5 for if tliese Coronets 
were appropriated to the dignity of an Earl, why siiould he give 
them to his danghtei's and to their heirs, to be kept for eyer? &C* 

“ There is indeed another objection against the snpposition that 
Earls had not Coronets belonging to that honour, which is, that 
in the Cathedral of Canterbury there is now remaining a monu¬ 
ment, whereon John Beaufort Earl of Somerset, who died in 
11 He my IV. is represented with a coronet upon his head in the 
same manner as the Duke of Clarence, which your Lordship will 
hnd drawn in Sandford's Genealogical History p. 310* But then 
it must be here remembered, that this Earl of Somerset bad been 
created in Pai'liament Marquis of Dorset j and it is particularly 
entered in the Rolls of Parliament, ^1 R. IL n. 35, * Jean 
Beaufort Conte de Somerset feust cred en Marquis de Doi^et, et 
ceyntuz de son espi^e, et un cercle mrs ;sur son chef per le Roy 
en in an ere et forme accustoniez.’ So that, though he was deposed 
from this title by Henry IV, yet probably he might he represented 
as such upon this monument. It is somewhat remarkable, that 
in this same Parliament, and at the same time, there were several 
advanced to the title of Dukes ^ and the entries of their investi¬ 
tures are, ‘ le Roy ceinta le dit Due avek son esp^ie et mist sur 
son chief un cap de honour, et dignite de Due, et prist sor homage 
en la manifere accoustoume devant ces Iieurs;' whereas, as to 
the Earls' made at the same time, the words only are centuz de 
son espee cn manlbre et forme accustomez,’ without any mention 
of any Circle, or cap of honour* 

“ I mention this in the problematical way, with power of 
altering my opinion if 1 shall he better informed } and, indeed, 
it would be necessaiy to consider, wiiether there be any tombs 
of Karls after the institution of Dukes, that exhibit their elRgies 
with Coronets, and to consult ceremoniab. As to Coronations, I 
have inspected several, and do not as yet meet with any till tlsat of 
jQueen Elizabeth, which mentions the Nobility to Viscounts in¬ 
clusive, cariying Circles, or Coronets, I shall hereafter farther 
examine into this matter. 

But to return to this Earl of Salisbury. Sir Thomas Shirley 
mentions a deed dated 13 R. II. wherein he styled himself Lord of 
Man, and of the Isle of Weight (which latter, I find, was granted 
to him by Pat. 9 R, IL p- Ij m. 36) j and the seal bath da the 
1st and 4th quarter the Arms of Man, and in the Sd and 3 rd 
Montagu, with a Coronet like to that of a Duke, save tliat be¬ 
tween each of the leaves, that seem to resemble vine-leaies, there 
is a lie nr de lb, and that his name is upon the inside of the 
coronet. There are io the Heralds' office two original deeds of 
this Earl, which 1 intentl to inspect. 

" I shall not give any historical relation of this Island, of its 
subjection £0 the Kings of Norway, to Kings of their own, who 
were homagers some time to the English, aome lime to the Scotch, 

&c. 
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dec. It 13 certain that Wiiliam Montagu^ Earl of Salisbury^ pre- 
fenrling a rigtit by descent (as 1 appi'ehend) from Mary, daughter 
of Reginald King of Man, recovered the possession thereof, and 
was in possession in 36 E. IlL (probably sooner); that abunt 
the 16 Kic, IL this Earl sold it to William Scrop, Waising, 3S7, 
which Scrop was afterwards Eaii of Wilts j and in Rot, ParL 91 
Ric, IL art, 14, the judgment against the Earl of Warwick is, that 
he should continue in perpetual prison without the Realm, in 
the Isle of Man j and tliereon he ’was delivered to Moos. William 
Lc Scrop and to Stephen his brother, to be kept there. This 
William le Scrop, Earl of Wiltshire, adhered to Richard li and 
was beheaded by Henry IV, against w'hom the Parliament Rolls 
inform that King pretended a Right by Conquest, and under 
that title granteil this Isle to Percy Earl of Northumberland, 
after whose forfeiture, it was by the same King given to Sir John 
Stanley. The Record in 15 Edw, IV. printed by Rymer, shews that, 
notwithstanding these grants, the family of Scrop, however, insisted 
upon a right to the bearing the Arms of Man, 1 have not, that 
I remember, met with any of their seals ; and it is certain that 
the Stanleys have borne, and generally in the second quarter, the 
three legs j and even the younger branches, as the Lord Mont- 
eagle, have done the same, which doth not seem to me to 
be regular in feudal arms. Though the younger cluldren of Kings 
have done the same, while Ibis Island continued in the actual pol- 
session of this Island, yet the Kings of Scotland (to whom Henry 
IIL and Edward L had granted seizin thereof) did grant the Isles 
as a title of honour, as to John Stewart^ second son of Robert 
Duke of Albany, killed in the battle at Vernuel in 1493, who 
thereby bore surtoiit, by way of inescutchcon, the three legs. 
(Hist, GeneaL des Conestables, p. 395,) But Alexander, Lord of 
the Isles and Earl of Ross, in 1437, bore for the Isles the Ship 
with the sails furled up, James 11, King of Scotland, created 
his second son Alexander, Duke of Albany, Earl of March, Lord 
of Annatidale and, of the Isle of Man, who upon his seal bore the 
arms of Scotland, March, the legs for xMan, and then Anandale. 
He died in 1485, leaving John his son and heir (who was Regent 
of Scotland), who bore the Arms in the same manner, as may 
be seen in a larp plate printed in Baluzc, Hist, de la Mabon 
d Auvergne, L 35S, Upon his decease without issue, this title 
was granted to Henry Lord Daniley. 

i am, with all duty, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient 
and obliged humble servant, John Anstis” 

To Dr. WATEEX.ANDJ to be left at Mr, Warcop's, at the White 
Lion, near Charing Cross, Westminster. 

„ Sir, October .., 1737- 

I formerly supplied Mr. John Bagford, who very well under¬ 
stood the nature of printing, and the materials used therein, and 
the History of it in this kingdom, with all the Collections I had 
about these matters. He was a person that had been long con¬ 
cerned 
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cerned m auctions, and was by the Bishop of Ely put into the 
Charter house, where he died, and 1 believe his papers may be 
in the hands of the Earl of Ojifod. Mr. Bagford printed Pro¬ 
posals for publishing the Life of Caxton, wherein is a catalogue 
of the books printed by him, and some particulars of his life by 
way of specimen; and when I acquainted him that he would find in 
Rvmer a Commission toCaxton to be Embassador to the Dutchess, 
he was ti'anaported with joy. Caxion himself, in one of his books, 
mentions many things about that Court, and if 1 remember aright, 
somewhat about printing. I have formerly consulted many of his 
books; and lim best collection of them is certainly in the hands 
of the present Earl of Pembroke* I shall, without any coherence, 
write down what comes first to my memory. 

"'In tlie Inner Temple Library is au Argument of William 
Priu before a C:ommittee of the House of Parliament, about print¬ 
ing, upon the behalf of the Printers at that time, wherein is as 
accurate an account of books printed as his clients could then 
furnish. This should be transcribed* 

" I have mvself copies at length of almost all the Patents 
granted to Printers, William Fanque, Richard Pynson* 

Upon the Statute for dissolving Chantries, there were certi¬ 
ficates or surveys made of them in 1 Edwai’d VL In that of 
London and Middlesex, remaining in the Augmeiitation-office, 
is, under the ' paroche of St. Brids in Meet-street, Wynkyn de 
Woide deceassed, xii yeres past, willeti and gave to the sayde 
chnrchc in money to by iandes with the same, and with the prof- 
fittes thereof to keep an Obits for his soule for ever, xxsvi// His 
will, and probably that of .Caxion also, may be found cither in 
the Prerogative-office, or the Registry of London. 

" Mr* Hearne, in his Preface to Newbrigensis, p. xxxii, men¬ 
tions a book printed by Caxton in February, 17 E* iV, intituled, 
‘ I'he Morale Pro\eibes of Cry stync (Qu? whether of Ciystyne 
of Pisa, of tvhom I can give a long narrative, and ! suppose it 
is, because she is called Aucteuresse), at the desire of the Erie of 
Ryverisf that is Antony Widville, Lord Scales and Nucells* 1 
mention this the I'ather, because there is in the Library at Lwimbeth 
a book translated by this Earl; I mean the original book, wrote 
in such a fine Roman print letter, that it equals any pnnt of 
the later ages, and hath even iu the end of it the words, ' Thus 
endeth this book of the dictes and notable sayings of the Phylo- 
sophersj late translated, &c. ^vhich was fynisshed the IS day of 
the moneth of November, and the seventeenth yere of the regne 
of Kyng Edward the Fourth/ &c. I have seen it in the black 
letter printed by Caxton, But w’hat is very vaJuable in this 
MS. is the figure of that King, his Queen, the Duke of Cla¬ 
rence, and his children, with the effigies of that Earl in his sur- 
coat of arms, presenting the book in a most beautiful painting, 
which 1 gotdrawm; but the Queen requested to have it. The 
Introduction is, ' I, Antoene Wydevilk, Erie Ry^^eres, Lord 
Scales, imderstode the Jabylee and pardon to be at the holy 

Apostle 
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Apostle Seynt James in Spaioe, which was in the yere of Grace 
1473, shipped from Southampton in the month of Jiiyll the said 
yerc] and after such season as it lysted the King's Grace comaimde 
me to gy'^e myn attendaunce upon my Lord the Pry nee/ dtc. 
Caxton the Printer saith, ^ it was tiaoslated by the noble and 
puissant Loi'd Antoine Erie of Ryvers, Lord of Scales and of the 
Isle of Wiglit, Defendour and Directour of the Siege Apostoliq^ue 
for our Holy Fader the Pope, in this Ueyaume of Englond, and 
the Governor of my Lortl Prince of Wales/ In onr Records Is 
the licence under the great seal for this journey; and your Friend 
knows the usages In this kingdom of making Pilgrimages to St. 
James of Compostella, and the character that Sir Thomas More 
gives this noble Lord. 

** He must likewise have seen a snml! pamphlet, printed in or 
about the year 1664, whei^ein there is a citation (as I remember) 
from the Register of Archbishop Bourgehier, which book uf 
Bourgehier is now, as I take it, missing. 

There is another book of Caxton, printed in the year 14S1, 
on August 1^, being a translation of Tully de Senectute, at the 
desire of the noble ainitient Knight Sir John Fastelf (wlieje 
there is a long diameter of liis great atchievements). This 
translation is by Bale and Fitts ascribed to John Tip toft Earl 
of Woi'cester, but wTongfully } as if it be of any service to your 
Friend, I will send him, the translator being doubtless William 
of Wircestre, elifts Bolaner. 

I am ashamed that Mr. Hearne hath made so many mistakes 
about the translation of Bodlius, printed at ‘I'avistock, which 
book J had, and gave it to the Duke of Bedford, wlio hath that 
Abbey j and about t lie exemption of that Monastery. 

" 1 had the book of Juliana Barnes, printed at St. Albans, 1486, 
about Hunting, which was afterwards reprinted by Winken de 
Worde, at Westminstei*, 1476 ; but the Earl of Pembroke would 
not rest till lie got them from me. 1 have, however, taken the 
hnal words, but cannot at present find them. They were at length; 
importing the imjirinting that book and others with it at St 
Albans, as a book of Heraldiy, with dmughts of the Arms. 

'* 1 gave rny friend Mr. Maittalre several notices about Printing, 
wdiich I am told he acknowledged in one of Ins volumes. 

" I have been veiy much taken up in examining a Painting 
sent me, wdiieh hath required all my time; however, I would 
not omit this essay of my endeavours, 

' Your Fj'lend must know why the Printer's Saint is St, John 
ante Pnrtam Latinam, and the reason that their printing shops 
arc culled Cl i ape Is. 

“ I shall soon send ytju the notices I promised about the 
etlitions of the Common Prayer books. 

Anthony k Wood hath in his Hist, and Ant. Oxon. a discourse 
about the fii'st printing in that place the Common Prayer book, 
Editions 1549, 1559, 1559. 1 am 

Your most faithful servant, John Axstis." 

To 
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To Hie Rev. Mr* Lewis, at Mergate, near Deale, Kent. 

Rev* Sib, Mortlakein Surrey^ near London, Oct. 11,1737. 

" I beg your pardon for orakting sending you the fevr notices 
about Caxton, and the books printed by him, tliat occur to my 
memory, which are so inconsiderable as not to be worth the 
charge of postage. I have only had the opportunity of meeting 
with some of his books, and have more particularly enquired 
into the Authors of some of theiii than into the Printer. 

I take it you will find his effigies under one of the figures 
drawn in the beautiful MS. in Lambeth Library, representing the 
ofiering of the Dyctes and notable wyse sayengs of the Phyloso- 
pliei's, by the Lord Therle of Ryvers and Lord Scales to Edward 
IV. I had it taken exactly in the colours, and lent it to Mr. 
Yertue the Engmver, who will be so good to let you see it' for 
the Queen sent for the draught that I had taken, and kept it. 

“The British Libraiian, published moot lily by Mr. Osborne, 
takes notice of this book, but it is somewhat extraordinary that 
he did not luseit the title which Caxlon there gives this Earl 
Antone Erie of Ryvyers, Lord of Scales and of the Isle of Wight, 
Defend our and Direct our of the Siege A post clique, for our Holy 
Fader the Pope, in this Royaume of England, &c. 

In PaL HE. IV* p. 3, m, ^8, on Oct* 15, is a licence granted 
hira profecturo contrei iticreduios Jidei Ckristiantt, and to see the 
world, and to g’o in pilgrimage, with a recommendation of this 
Earl to all Princes- 1 suppose this may be the same printed by 
Rymer, vol. XL p. 7*^7"^ 

Ml'. Maittaire, p. 12S, mentions the Sayings of Socrates by 
this Erie Ryvers j and Hearne's Preface to Neubrigensis, f- xxxii* 
names another* The Cristyne, there called the Aucteuresse, w^as 
without doubt Christine de Pisa, of whom (if it was not foreign 
to your design) I could transmit a long account. 

"The British Librarian for April cites the Ordre of Cbyvalry, 
The French hath been printed, ^ L'Old re de Chevalerie, 
ob est eontenu la Manibi'e de faire les Chev aliers, et I'honneur 
qui a eux appartient^ et la signifiance de Jeurs armes, et Hamois 
de Guerre, compost par un {"lievalier, leqiiel dans sa viellessc fut 
Hcnnife, in 4 to. h Lyon de Portenarys, 1510*” 

" I never saw that book of Caxton about Chesse, cited in Sel- 
den's Tides of Honour, p. 45t>; but had occasion, out of defe¬ 
rence to Miv Selden's learning, to mention it in my book about 
the Bath, p. 77^ and to observe, that it was originally written in 
Latin, and that the French translation must have been made 
before 1350. 

" Mr. Maittaire, in his Anhales, ascribes the Latin book to 
Jacobus de Thessalonica, a Dominican, who, according to the 
Catalogue of Writers prefixed by Dn Fresne to his Glossary, lived 
in 1410. In Bale’s notes to Authors printed by Hearne, in his 
Appendix to Ti‘okelowe, p. 287, Thomas Occleve is said to have 
translated Jacobus de Casulis de Ludo Scaccorum* 


" But 
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But this Latin book is much older either than Thessalouiea 
or Occleue, or even the sera of 1350, ^vhich was as far back as I 
cQold run it when 1 wi'Ote the book about the Bath, if Lambedus 
be right in Biblioth, Vindobonens, vol, IL p- S^S, which I wiH 
Imnsciibe, in case you give any Dissei tations upon the books 
printed by Caxton, as well as the memoirs of his life* 

** "j'lie Earl Ryvers ti'anslated another book, printed byCaxton 
in 147 S, intituled ' The Cordyalle, or book of the four last things*' 
It was among Bishop Moore*s hooks; in which this Eat'l is again 
stiled ' Defen sour and Direct our of the Causes Aprtstolique*' 

1 believe it is not to your purpose to remark that the ^ Dicta 
PhilosophorunV w'as reprinted by Winkin de Worde, 15^S. 

** This Earl Ryvers wrote a ballad against seven Deadly Sinsj 
and while he was imprii-oned at I^omfret Castle, another ballad, 
beginning, ^ Sum what musyng and mourning/ Sic.j but wheiher 
Caxton printed either, I know not, John Ross, in his History, 
p. ^14, hath the latter. 

Mr* John Bagford printed Proposals for the Life of Ca^cton, 
and there ga^ e a list of several books j and 1 take it all his Col¬ 
lections were bought by the Earl of Oxford; and without doubt 
the Colled ions of Bishop Tanner, given to the Bodleiam Libmry, 
must have many particulars j and if there be aiiy Catalogue of 
Bishop Moore's books, you will certainly meet %vith others j or 
had liberty of being informed what w^as in the late Earl of Pem¬ 
broke's custody. I acquaintefd Mr. Bagford with the Record 
where Caxton was sent Embassador, as I remember, to Bur¬ 
gundy j probably it hath been since printed by Mr. llymer. 

“ Mr* Holmes can inform you if any Grants were made to Caxton 
by Edward IV. or Richard III j and from the Rolls you may know, 
if the clerk would only inspect the Alphabetical Catalogue, whe¬ 
ther any giants were aftersvards made, or if he died holding any 
lands from the Crown. 

** You know that OvkUs Metamorjilioses was translated into 
English prose, and printed by Caxton, as well as Virgil's jEneids* 
“ 1 have in the Life of Sir John Fastolf cited Caxton's book of 
Tully de Sencefute* Bale and Pitts ascribe that translation to 
John Tiptoft Earl of Worcester, bat, probably, upon no other au¬ 
thority than that that book is by Caxton annexed to the translation 
of Tully dc Amici tin, by that Earl* Jlie translation of the Earl 
is a strict verbal translation j this of de Senectute was taken from 
that in Frenshc (as Caxton saith) by Laurence de primo fado, at 
the commandement of the noble Pry nee Lewys Due of Bourbon. 
And I have reason to suppose, from the large passage relating to 
Sir John Fastolf, tlmt William of Worcestre, alias Bolaner, made 
it, especially since in his own Memorials he hath entered, 
A* D* 1473, die 20 Aug. presentari W* Episcopo Wmton ILbrum 
TuUii de Senectute per me tmnslatum in Anglicb* MS* in Cod* 
Bened. Cant, f, 322. 

The entries in the Chamberlain's Office in London will cer¬ 
tainly shew whose son Caxton was, of ^vhat age he was when 

bound 
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bound apprentice. The Mercers' Company may affoi^d some 
further materiafs ^ and probably his Will (if he made any) may 
be found in the Hustings thei^e, or the partition of his estate ac- 
cording to the custom of the City. 

The entries in the Chamberlain's OfRce> or Mercers' Com¬ 
pany, may shew ns whether Wink in de Worde was not likew ise 
of the same Company. 

I guess you do not exteiul your enquiries further into Print¬ 
ing than what relates to Caxton himself. There is an Argument 
in the hand-writing of Pryrjne, in the Library of the InnerTemple, 
that contains many particulars towards a geneml history', Inch 
the Booksellers then intimated to him far then own service. 

You will inspect the Statute L Ric. IIL c. 9 j and that “25 
Hen, VJlI.c. 15, which mentions the multiplying of Bookseller.^, 

I had the book mentioned by Mr, Maiitaii'e in p, 197, printed 
at St. Alban'sj but he hath only put the colophon after the book 
of Hunting and Haw'king * whereas after ^ The DJasyng of Arnis' 
(which, by fha ivay, contained only abstracts from Upton dc Re 
Militari), there was in words at length, ' Emjjrinted at the ex¬ 
empt Monastery of St. Alban's,' &c. The Hai i of Pembroke 
would not suffer me to be at rest till I presented it to him. I 
have taken the words at length, but can not at present find it, 
J had a later Edition of the same, printed in 149G, on parcliment, 
by WinkiJi de Worde, at Westminster, which 1 had given a wav, 
but I can send to the person who hath it. 

'* 1 have tired yon with an incoherent rhapsody, wherein you 
will excuse your most faithful servant, Johk Ansti^." 


To the same. 

Reverend Sik, Oci. 20, 1737. 

I omitted in rny last to acquaint you that 1 caused Caxton*s 
Preface to the Translation of the book of ^ The Histories of Jason' 
to be transcribed i but 1 am surprized at my negligence in mjt 
taking the whole title, or the time of the Printing. The Pro¬ 
logue begins, ^ Foi^moehe as late, by the commandement of the 
rigid liye and noble Princess, my right redoubted Lady, my Lady 
Margarefe, by the grace of God, Duchesse of Burgoine,' SiC. j 
and entis, to correct w'fiereas they shall finde defaulte.' 

From this Prologue it appears this Translation w^as made after 
Edward IV. had been installed Knight of the Golden Fleece (who, 
by the way, w'as elected in the first Chapter of that Order held by 
Charles Duke of Burgundy at Bruges, on Sunday, May 3, 1468)r 
but this Translation seems to have been made after the Prince, 
the eldest son of Edward IV, was capable of instniction. Caxton 
here describes the hangings set up by Philip Duka of Eurgundv 
in Hesdirtj referring the Mythology of the Order to the I'leece 
of Jason, I do not remember there is any other Writer now re¬ 
maining, that mentions those hangings. Hesdin was a towm and 
castle in Artois, upon the river Canche, which was entirely de¬ 
molished by Philibert Emanuel Duke of Savoy, General of the 
Vot. IV, Jj Emperor 
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Emperor Charles V* in 1553 ^ and who, about the distance of a 
league, built a new fort, which he called Hesdin fort^ which 
latter w'ord, or initial letters of words, is the motto of the 
Annonekde, the Order of Savoy^ And possibly these hangings 
There perished. But it is plain from a citation from Oliver de la 
March, who was bred up in the Court of Philip Duke of Bur¬ 
gundy, that this Older of 'the Golden Fleece was instituted by 
him with a view to this story of Jason's expedition to Colchis, 
thus represented in those hangings which Caxton saw. This 
proof is in ' Chiffletii Breviarum Ordinis Velleris Aurei/ c, 3; and 
this confirms this testimony of Caxton, who otherwise mml be al¬ 
lowed to be a competent ocular witness, Aftenvaixls, indeed, upon 
1 he advice of John German Bishop of Novers, the first Chancellor 
of this Order, Gideon's Fleece was substituted in the room of 
that of Jason; and of the latter there were very rich hangings 
of gold and silver remaining in the Court of Brussels, when 
Chiiilet in 1652 printed that in his ' Ereviarium/ 

Monstrelet, voL 11, p. 57i mentions the erection of this 
Order I to which, on the collar, was appendant ^ une toison, que 
jadis conquist anciennement Jason en lisle de Colchos, com me 
on le trouve en I’Hitiioire de Troye,’ Stc. 

If I had a catalogue of the books printed by Caxton, it may 
be probable that I might find out the true Authors of many 
of them. 

1 find that the copies of the Patents which I have, to the 
King’s Printers, run no tarlher back than to 31 Elizabeth j the 
occasion of copying them all out at length being only to discover 
(because many of them were in reversion for terms of years) when 
the last grant would expire. 1 have reason to believe that the 
Argument of Mr. Piynne, in the Library of the Inner Temple, will 
furnish you with the dates of the Patents to the former Printers 
of the King, as I know it will furnish you with an account of the 
English Editions of the Bible, t have in folio, in black letter, 
* Intmionuni Liber,' 5tc. printed in London, ^in vico vulgariter 
nuncupato Fiet-strete, inOfficink, ere, ac impensis bonesti viri 
Ricardi Pynson, Uegis Impressoris, moram suam trahentis sub 
signo Dhi Georgii, mcccccx. die verb ultimo mensis Februarii/ 
" In 1539 Robert Redman printed in Fleet-strete, at the sygne 
of the George, next to 8t. Duns tone's church, 

" 1 believe there were several Law-books printed by Pynson; 
and some of them, as that of < Littleton's Tenures', by his order, 
beyond sea. 

The naming Law-books would occasion an enquiry when 
our Acts of Parliament were first printed; for, before that inven- 
tion, the method was to send them by writ to all the SherilL, 
to be published by them in the County Court; and to transmit 
them (if they W'cre general Acts) into each Court in Westminster 
Hall, to be en rolled. It may be possible to iind by search when 
these writs became disconiinucil i and from tliat lime, it may be 
pTesumed, the Acts wej^e printed. 


" 1 have 
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‘f I have seen itiauy Pardons, printed on paiX'hment, granteci 
by Religious Societies, in consequence of the Balls of Popes for 
Indulgences. 

I have a ^ Natura Brcvimn, imprynted in Fiete-strct, at the 
sygne of tlie George, nest to Saynt Dunstone's churclie, by 
Wyllyatn Powell, in the yere of our Lorde God mdlih, the syxt 
day of May; cum privilegio ad imptimenduni sQlhm.' 

The fii^t Printing in Rome was near the church of St. John 
ad Pfiriam Latinami and thence the Printers have taken that Saint. 
You know that all ti'acles beyond-sea have a Patron Saint j and 
tile reason of calling the Printing-houses Chapels is, that they first 
printed in them. Pray inspect whether the place in the Almonry 
at Westminster, where Caxton printed, was not first a Chapel. 

There is a large account of Christine de Pisa in one of the 
volumes of the Memoirs of the French Society of Inscriptions; 
but I have not that book. She dedicated her book, ‘ Le Chemin 
dti gland etude,' to Charles YL of Fiance. She was a voluminous 
WTiter upon many sut>jects ^ such as, * Of Feats of Arms, of 
KnighChode/ which I have seen in MS. Thei-e is one of tliem 
in the Bodleian Library, another in the King's, &e. I can send 
a few extracts tliat I took from them, if of any service, 

hi the fii^t Edition of Mr. Maittaire’s Annales, p. 197, there 
is The Lynage of Coat Armys,' as you mention | without the 
Cross, the arms. I liave not the second Edition 5 but the fact 
is, that, after ^ The Lymage of Coat Armys/ there w^as in words 
at length a long ioscrtpiion of its being piinied at St. Alban's ; 
then aRerwards followed the book of Hunting and Hawking, with 
tlie ins crip lion mentioned. The Eail of Pembroke would not 
permit me to rest, till he had it from me; but I am certain 1 
kept a copy of the coluphon, and shall find it to send it lo you j 
otherwise the Earl of Pembroke will not deny the favoui’ of it. 

" I had that book of Boethius printed at Tavistock, and lent it 
{befoi'e 1 had made any use of it myself) to one Mr. Ryder) who used 
me scurvily,by presenting it, without my knowledge, to the Duke 
of Bedford. I Jived in Cornwall not for distant from a seat called 
KcvcrelJ, w hich belonged to an ancient family of Langdon, ex¬ 
tinct wiliiin memory, who bore for their arms a chevToii betiveen 
three Lizards* heads erased; and in that house I met with tliat 
book among some old rubbish papei's in a corner, which, doubt¬ 
less, had continued in that house from the time of its being 
printed. Mr. Hearne, in his Glossaiy upon Robert of Gloucester, 
from p. 7 O 8 to 712 , treats of this book j and mentions that the 
arms (which he doth not there describe) deserved consideration j 
which were as I have above specified them, and belonged to this 
family. He is not tes in error in tlie conjecture he makes about 
the exemption of Tavistock, which he attributes to the Charters 
printed in Mon. AngL vol I. p. 21S, b. and p. 99G, which only 
discharged it from secular taxes) for there is the exception of 
expeditions, refection of bridges and castles j and the monks used 
the term exempt as denoting a freedom from the jurisdiction of 
the Diocesan Bishop. The case of Tavistock is somewhat pal'¬ 
ll ^ ticular. 
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ticdar. Sdden, in his Titles, L c. 5. 6 hath printed the 
Patent, dated 23 Jan. 5 Hen.VlIL creating Kichard Banham, 
then Abbot, and his successors, one of the Spiritual and Religious 
Lords of the Parliament. This Banham had upon many occa¬ 
sions been censured, and submitted to the Bishop of Esceter; but 
at last obtained a Bull from Pope Leo, dated Sept. IS, 1517, 
exempting that Abbey from the jurisdiction of Archbishops, 
Bishops, ^c. and subjecting it immediately to the Roman See, 

1 the rather take notice of it, because it hath been entertained 
for a vulgar error, that all the Religious summoned were mitred, 
and exempted. I have heard there were several other books 
printed at Tavistock, but I never saw any of them. 

I am sensible that 1 make excursions from your subject. I 
have inspected Bale dc Scriptoribus, p. 618, about Caxton, 

** As to Printing in general, beside the French boolts cited upon 
that subject by Mr. Maittaire, I have referiied to Folydore ’Virgil, 
1.2, c, 7. Besold. Pent, dissert. 4. Pancirolus de rebus deper- 
ditis et noviter inventis, and his commentators. Schmid. Horn. 
3 and 4. Boeder Orat. 1640, habita. Bi-od^eus, 1. 2. Miscell. 
c. 26. Herm, Hugo de primi scribendi orlgine, p. 210, c. 34. 
Chokier, Hist, k 1, c. 18. Chrbtran, Lib. ii. p. 12. 

Ultrajedi, 1681, 19. Gallois plus belles Biblioteques, p, 185, 
et seq. Mai ink rot de ortu et progressu lYpogiaphiae. 

Prav use no ceremony in commanding any thing in my 
power. I fancy Mr. Hearne, in his rhapsodies, may name sonie 
tlying pieces by Caxton. 

** The History of Jason, 1475. 

The History of the Knight Jason, by Ger. Leeii, folio. And- 
warp, 1480. 

The History of Jason, 1499. 

** The booke of the Chesse. 

La Legende Dor^e. 

I am your most humble feervant, Joh« An^stis.'" 


To the same. 

‘'Reverei^d Sia, Heralds" All Saints Day^. 17^7- 

^ Being yesterday in To^vn, in order to attend according to 
the duty of my office at Court this day, i wotild not omit the 
opportunity of inspecting the Argument of Mr. Prynne, deposited 
in the Inner Temple Librnry (which was before a Coramittee'i. to 
prove the Patents to some Booksellers solely to print the Bibles, 
Statutes, Jjaw-books, to be monopolies, and not legal. 1 had 
only a short time to spare, and found he begins by citing several 
Authors about the Invention and Progress of Printing in genemi, 
and in this Kingdom. The tmnscript of it will contain about 
tw'elve sheets of paper in folio, on evei y side, l>eing in a very 
small hand, not easily to be read. I asked the Librarian, who 
is a very honest and t>biiging person, the charges of doing it, 
and desired him to write to you, and at the same time that he 
would be so kind to specify some of the oldest printed l>oolts in 
England in that Library. He forthwith shewed me two of Caxton, 

one 
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?5ne«f Bonaventure, ar^olher of a Christian^ and a third of JtUianUi 
J^otarii, being the Festival, He told me there ai^e others; but 1 
was crampt in time, because they ape not put in their Catalogue, 
“ Piynne mistook the mark of Cajiton for 1478, being surely ia 
haste, without I'ecollecting that ® was half of 8* He places 
{by mistake) the first printing of the Acta of Parliament after 
the end of any Session to 33 Hen. YIIL (not having seen any 
copies of those now in my possession); and then enumerates 
several editions (some older than I liave observed) of all the 
Statutes, in one complete vokime, &c. 

The Librarian tdls me he will inspect several books (as he 
thinks) in that Library by Pynson, who was, as I believe, bred 
under Caxton, either witli or immediately after Wynkin de Worde. 

By this ent^uiry you iivlil be convinced that 1 do not want 
will, if I had power to lay any thing before you, [ must not 
omit 'that there are several things about the English Editions of 
the Bible ecattej-ed up and down in different parts of this Arga- 
ment; and probably you may extract somewhat to your purpose 
from them* 

1 am your most faithful servant, John Anstis." 


To the same. 

SiK, Mortlake, Ocl. 2S, 1737* 

I think Mr. Murray lent me Caxton's ' Translation of the 
Recuyel of the Histories of Troye,' from which I caused only 
this Prologue to be transcribed, and if it had any Colophon 
■of the time of Printing, the Ti'anscriber was careless in omit¬ 
ting it. 

Forasmochc as late by the comandement, &c. &c. ... 

whereas they shalle finde defaulte/ Here endeth the Prologue of 
the Translator, 

Philip le Bon, Duke of Burgundy, erected the Golden 
Fleece on January 10, 1410, the day of his marriage with his 
third wife, Isabel of Portugal If you would be critically ex^ 
act, you will observe that the Burgundians at that time fol¬ 
lowed tiie French method of computation, beginning their year 
from Easter day; and not according to the Roman account , from 
Kalends of January, Here is reference to the fable of Medea*s 
amours of Jason, ami her magick, Pont Heuler, Rer, Burgundy 
1. 4| c. 3, refers the Institution to this expedilion to Colchos, I 
have an edition of the 1 bison dbr, wi'ote by the Bishop of Turney, 
Abbot of St, Bertin, and Chancellor of that Order, under the 
good Duke Phil, de Bourgougne printed in folio at Troyes, Par 
Nich.. .. ogue, Iniprimeur et Libraire, Ian 1530, le jour 
d^Apuril/ He, however, dedicates his book to Charles Duke of 
Burgundy, and treats of the Fleece of Jason, as well as of Scrip¬ 
ture History. 

As 10 our Acts of Farliainent, 1 have tliosc of the hist year 

of 
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of Henry VI iL with this colnpbon^ ' Here mdeth the Statutes 
holden at Westmynsterj the £1 day of January, in the first 5 'ere 
of the moost noble reygne of Kyng Henry the VllL Emprynted 
in London by his comaundment, in Flet-strete, at the signe of 
the George^ by Richard Pynson, Prynter unto his noble Grace/ 
jVt the banning is the representation of that King in royal 
robes, sitting with the sceptre in his right, and the niond, sur¬ 
mounted with the cross, in his left hand, waited upon by tlie 
Judges in coifs, and, as I think. Sergeants. There is at the end 
the rebus of Pyuson, supported by two wild men. I have like¬ 
wise those of the third year, which doth not mention the Printer, 
but hath the same rebus of Pynson. Those of the fourth year 
in the same manner. 1 have those of the sixth year tlius marked, 
' Enprinted by the comaundment of our Sovereyiie Loid the 
Kyng and his Counseli, by Richarde Pynson, Prynter unto his 
moste noble Grace, dwellynge in London in Flete-strete, at the 
sygne of the George, besyde Siaytit Duns tune's churchej* with the 
monagram only having under it, " Ricliarcl Pynson/ but without 
the supporters and other ornaments in those of the former years. 
I have some othei^ of that reign. Those of the 9ist yeai' have 
this subscription, 'Imprinted by Thomas Eerthelet, Printer unto 
the Kynges most noble Gmee. Cum privilegio a Rege induto/ 
Those of the, *., year have 'Thomas Bertlielet, reglus impressor, 
excudebat cum privilegio.’ The like of the m Hen. VUL ^4 
Hen, VHL; in the title-page^ ' Londini, in asdibus Thoinje Ber- 
theleti regii impressoris cum privilegio, a Rege induto and so 
in 25 Hen, VUL I have no othei's of that reign, which, ho\v« 
ever, seem to be evidence that from the first of Hen, VUL the 
Acts of eveiy Session were printed separately 3 so that I think 
Redman, who came long after, did not begin that method, nei¬ 
ther was he the fii’st that pri nted ihe old Acts in Latin and French, 
for (as T remember) there is a large collection in print of them, 
in the reign of Philip and Mary, remaining in the Tower, in 
folio, whereof Mr. Holm^ can give a larger account, Tliough 
the above-mentioned Pynson printed in London, yet there are 
several hooks printed in France (that being probably cheaper), 
ad instantiam Richardi Pinson. Thus Littleton’s Tenures by 
William le Tailier, at Roan, And I had several little books 
about Grammar (which I gave to the late Mr. Rawlimon) printed 
m divers parts of France at the expences of English Meix:hants ' 
some of Exeter, 0ic. 3 —a De VVorde printed the Statutes of 1 s' 
and 7 of Hen, VI!, A, D. 149L ' ' 

" r have the Visions of Pierce Ploughman 3 I mean that wrote 
(as supposed) by Robert Longeland on Malvern hills, in 1530- 
' Imprinted at London by Robert Crowley, dvvellyng iu Elye 
Rentes in Holbume, the year of our Loi^d mdl.’ If you have this 
book, pray inspect f, Ixviii. b. where he writes, ' In the year a 
thousand, three hundred, iwtjse twenty, and ten 3' and then saith 

when 
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when Chichester was Mair. ICit iiieanti of London, then 1 take 
li, that instead of twijse it should be thrice, i^ee Stow*s Survey. 
Though I am not enabled Jto send you any thing memorable 
concerning Caxton^ 1 am resolved to tire your patience by scrib¬ 
bling this sheet. Balutlua, in bis Preface to ^Ant. Augustinus s 
Emendations of Gratian/ mentions an Edition of the Lecretuni, 
which at the end hath in red letters, ' hcccclxii. —Adolfo de 
Nassau Ai chkpLacopatum gerente Moguntinensem in nobili urbe 
Moguncia, qute nosu’os apud majores aurea dicta, qtiam divina 
etiam dementia ciono gratuito prae caeteris terrarum nationibua 
arte impressoria dignata est illusirare, hoc presens Gratiani 
Dec return suis cum rubricisj non atmmentali penn^ cannavse, 
sed arte quadani ingeniosa imprimendi Petrus SchoifFer de 
Geimserheym, suis consignando scut is, feliciter consummavit.' 
Three estoiles, or stars. 

** I have Job. de Burgo’s * Pup ilia OcuU,' printed ' In altn&, 
Pai'isiensi Academic, opera Wolffgaiigi Hopylii, impressa 1510/ 
dedicated at London in 1500 by Augustinus Agyeus, to William 
Bi'eton, a merchant j who addi’esses him, ^ Taceam libros quo* 
nuper in GalJiS. transicns ipse maximis impensb atque opiimis 
foimulis premi fecisti, quod haec una pupilla oculi (quam nobis 
emendandam eommisiati) vel utilius ^^el inagis necessaiium in 
Christiana rdigione publicandum invenire possis non intelligo/ 

“ I know nothing of any, save the Historian, of the name of 
Frobsart, that was ever in this Kingdom. 

Dr. Water)and went some time since to Windsor. 

“ I hav^e ^ Manipukis Curatorumj impressus I/ondmi per 
Wynandum de Worde, comm oran tern in vico vulgar iter nuncu- 
pato the Flete-stiete, ad signum Solb, anno D’ni Mccoccrx. 
die verb xiii mensis Februarii/ with a monogram, which 1 take 
to be 74; having on the dexter a centaur, and on tlie left 
a greyhound regardant, and W, C.; and under all, ‘ Wynkyn 
de Worde/ 

To the general Wi iters add, 

Adami Schi ugii J^ibor Germaniee scriptus de J^ypogra- 
phica, 1(340. 

" Homilia Johannis Schmidii, ct Omtio Jolfis Henrici Boccleri 
habita, anno 3640- 

Johannes Schiltcrus Observ. in Jacobi de Konigshoven Chro- 
nicon Univei'sale et AlsatJcum. Mentelius to Malinkiot, and 
Malinkrot Dean of Mentz* 

“ Some old printed books in Bayle’s Dictionary, in the word 
Ailly. 

" You will find many things in Moreri's Dictiooaiy, of the 
last Parb edition, under the word Imprimeriej where other wri¬ 
ters upon this subject me named. 

I doubt not but you have observed what Mr. Hearne ^vi ites 
of Caxton in f. 7<J0 of his Glossary on Habert of Gloucester, and 
in p. 739.“ 

Your faithful humble servant, J, Anstjs. 

To 
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To the same. 

OcL 31, 1737- 

If you think it not improper, I will send by the penny post 
the Charier to the Printers, and * Man i pul us Curatomra/ As to 
Illuminators, pray inspect Mr. Casley’s Preface where he mentions 
the citations from St. Jerome, which I gave him from the com¬ 
mon Edition, literh uyicialibus^ which he, upon consulting MSS. 
thinks should be initiaUhns. I guess that I rightly transcribed 
the title of the Pica according to the abbieviations, where 
ne'rio fiendar* stood for necessario fiend arum, the common man¬ 
ner of abbreviatitms. The ^ Liber Intratiomim'is a folio, and 
is of the Law Entries, of the same nature with that called 
* Coke's Entries/ 

“ ] know nothing of Irish Printei’s. 

If you enter into the Antiquity of Paper, you should con¬ 
sult Mabillon and Maffei, and sevei al otJieis that I could refer 
you to ; but I take that from Bartholus, for the marks of the 
paper-makers, and placed, as 1 understand it, on each sheet, to 
be a great curiosity. 

I forgot in my last, ^ Magna Carta in wk^ireunto is added 
more Statutes than ev^r mas imprpited in any one boke h^ore 
this tyme, with an Altnanacke, and a Calender to know the 
Moones; neccssarye for all yong sltidiers uf the Lawe. Anno 
Domini mcccccxkik/ It is an odd-shaped volume, having in 
the end, ^ Here etideih Magna Carta/ ‘ Impnjnfed at London^ 

m F^eie-streete, by me, Robert Redman^ dwellynge at the signe 
of the George, nexte to Saynte Duns tone's churche, anno D'ni 

MCCCCCXXIX/ 

“ My worthy friend Dr. Mangey will wait on you, that, by 
your favour, he may be pei'mittcd to see the Greek Marble, 
from vvhich you kindly gave me the Inseriplian. 

Your faithful servant, John Anstis.** 

P. S. The words niatkcd by itaEics were prinicd in red ink. 


Mr. A MBS to Hr. Anstjs. 

Good Sik, R^appiug^ Jprii 4, 1740. 

1 am encouraged, by my kind IVicnd Mr. James West and 
othei^, lo send you a list of our English Printers. It is intended 
TO perfect that subject better than has yet been done, and to 
confine mysdf to the English Printing only, from the beginning 
TO the year 16'00, which is thought full low ^ but, however, 1 
shall endeavour to make a complete catalogue of those books 
which were, printed before 1500 j and, if I can, all I liose Printers 
works who began printing before that time, which will biing it 
down much lower. Also J would take notice of the cncoura^- 
ment and discouragement it met with froaj the publick. During 
that time. Sir, your kind assistance in this affair vvili be esteemed 
an honour and great obligation on your, perhaps unknown, 
though very aficctiunate humble semiit at command^ J. Ame&." 

Mr. 



LETTERS OF JOHN ANSTI5, ESa. 1,53 

Ml'. A NSTis to Mr, Ames, 

Siitj Hercldi Office, Matj 8, 1740- 

You may without any apology command me; for I have 
always thought it my duty to assist, as far as lies in my power, 
all who oblige the publick. If you have not seen the Collections 
of the Earl of Pembroke, you will there Iind t!ie greatest Collec¬ 
tions of the first books printed in England. The book of Coat 
Arms, Sfc, printed at St, Alban s, his Lordship had from me, 
and it is a veiy fair folio. I harl also that printed by Wynken de 
Worde; and I believe Mr, Murray hath it, bemg on parchment, 
but imjjei'fect, I do not remember any thing about the J^ws 
of the Stanneries, printed at Tavistock, 

" Some Editions of Fox's Martyrs are much huger than others; 
and I could wish some one would compare, and give us what is 
omitted in the later Editions. Tiiere are many things now left 
out about the Protector Seymour, 

In Anthony h Wood's Antiquities is a dissertation about the 
Introduction of Printing in Oxford, 

I iiave the copies of some grants from the Crown about 
Printing, at Mortlake, which I shall from thence send you, when 
I return thither. You will find scattered up and down in Tom 
Hearne’s book several things that jirobably may be to your pur¬ 
pose. There are some Licenses about Printing in Rymer, 

“ I had several little parts of books, several with title-pages, 
said to be printed at the expences of Merchants at Exeter, being 
Priscians and Grammars, but, as 1 remember, printed beyond 
Sea, which I gave to Tom Uawhnson, 

1 have here in town some Indulgences, printed about the 
year 1500; one is by the Prior of Kyrkeby upon Wretheck, but 
no mention when, or by whom printed, 

Anthony k Wood in his Antiq^, Oxon. (which 1 have not by 
me) hath an account of the books he had seen first printed at 
Oxford, which if you have not consulted you will inspect. 

As to the word j^llumlnor in the Act of Hich, IIL I take it 
that, even before the invention of Printing, when, as well as 
afterwards, it was the custom to illuminate the initial letters, 
such had the privilege of being members, and entitled to the pri¬ 
vileges of Universities, whereof you will find some memoi'anduuns 
in the fJistory of Baliens or that of Paris; and tf you wall inspect 
the present Judge Fortescue's Edition of Fortescue's worit of 
Supreme Power (or some such title), you will find a pleasant 
dispute about the import of the word UlmiinatorSt in the case of 
theUnivei^sity of Oxford, among the wise Judges of the Common 
Pleas, which, if not too foreign, you may entertain your readers 
withaL 

Have you any where taken notice that oni' first Printers, 
being Germans, and having no letters ]jroj>er to express the 
sounds of some of our words, used letters of their own that did 
not properly express them, sneU as of ^ or D, for which they 
used their own th, and so on in some others, &c .} 

A. 
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" As to initial letters, if Mr. Casley*s reading of St, Jerome, 
initialihus, instead of in the common prints, be right, 

then the flourishing such letters is very anlientj but I have reason 
to tioubt Mr. Casley's correction, for I take it, that flourishing 
a single letter would not make such elephantine books. 

Jn Bishop Moore's iibrai 7 is (as 1 suppose) the' edition you 
cite of Linwood- 

1 could give you an account of some of the authors of the 
books mentioned by you j as of William de Burley, &c. who was 
tutor to the Black Prince, and Richard IL ; under whom three 
of his family were Knights of the Garter. Thus of Sii’ David 
Lindsey, &c. 

“ In your account of printing Galen by Linacre at Cambridge, 
1 cannot guess why you call the arms of Henry VIIl. under a 
French crown j the left supporter should be called a greyhound. 
The pomegranate shew^s it was printed befoi’e his divorce from 
his Queen, being her batJge. 

'' I have an edition of the w'orks of Sir David Lindsay, of the 
Mount, alias Lyon King of Arms. Edinburgh; printed by Andrew 
Hart, 1634. In the title-page are the effigies of Sir David, with 
the arms of Scotland under an unarched crown upon his right 
shoulder, and a large collar about his neck (like to the collar of 
S. S.); but it is not easy to determine of what his collar consisted. 
On the right side of his bonnet is a jewel. 

“ If either of the Editions of his Works which you mention 
hath his effigies, 1 will explain it when 1 have the sight of it, 

“ Your humble servant, Jo hi? Austis." 


^^SiE, To the same. 

You will pardon my delay in answering your letter, which 
hath been occasioned in that I cannot as yet find the colophon 
to the Book of Coat Anns, winch expresses that it was imprinted 
at St. Albans, &c. That of Hawking and Hunting bath at the 
end the arms of that Abbey, and doubtless ^vas printed at that 
place, though it is not mentioned. When I find, 1 shall send you 
the whole coloplrans, if you have them not already. In the Inner 
Temple libraiy is a manuscript by the famous William Prynne, 
contairuug among several other of his arguments, one bcfoi'c a 
Committee of Parliament concerning Printing, wherein he gives 
a long catalogue of the English bibles, &c. from the Introduc¬ 
tion of Printing in England, which you may consult. 

i had Boethius, printed at Tavistock by one Dan .,monk 
of that Abbey, at the instant request of Mr. Robert Langdou, of 
Keverill, Esq. with the arms of that family (which was in the 
parish of St. Martin’s, near Looe, in Cornwall), so that Mr. 
Hearne in one of his books mistook strangely, which you will 
inspect and coiTect. 

The Book of Coat Arms was reprinterl by Wiiikin de Words 
at Westminster, and I have seen it qn parchment. 

“ 1 formerly gave Mr. Maittaire the collections I had made 
about Printing, and kc[it no copy of them j and 1 sent Mr. Lewis 

the 
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the nai'rative lie hath giveii coBcerning the authors of the books 
whrch Caxton jirinteii* 

In Mr, Madox's ' Firma Burgi/ you will find an extract from 
VVynkin de Worde's will about a chantry erected by him. 

You know there is an Act of Parliament under Richard IIL 
about importatioDj and binding of books, wherein Illuminers are 
namedj those who adorned the initial letter^ 

I formerly gave Mr, Bagtbrd some things I then had about 
Caxton, but 1 never have kept copies, and 1 guess the Earl of 
Oxforti hath his papers. 

I have taken a note about the iirst printing of our Liturgies, 
two editions, and about the Palea printed at Catiibridgej being 
a scarce book, which I shall send you* 

I have been told there was an Accidence or Grammar, printed 
at Tavistock, and some other books besides Boethius j but 1 never 
saw any of them. 

“ I am your most humble servant, Johit Anstis/’ 

To the same. 

' liberties of the Clergy by the Lawes of the Realme, by John 
Gonddall, printed by JRoh, Wier/ 

' Treatise of Constitutions, Provincial and Lcgatinc, printed 
by Thomas (jodfre^j tempore Hen. VIII,' 

“ These are the titles of the books after which I made the 
enquiiy* 

There is in Stow's Survey an account of Robert Large, and 
i find he was one of the members for the city in the Parliament, 
13 Hen. VI. But this could not be that Robert who died in 
1439. So further enquiry to be made into this pai^ticular, 

''It is probable the books of apprenticeships, in the custody 
of the Chamberlain of London, will furnish you witli that of Cax- 
ton, and with several other valuabU materials for your purpose- 

'' 1 have the Debates between the Heralds of France and Eng¬ 
lish j but cannot at present put my hand upon it 5 but I supi>osc 
you know it is only a translation of a book first printed in French. 

'' Patents of Endenization should all be found, either in the 
Tower, or Rolls chapel. 

'' If you will pardon this hasty scribble, you will oblige 

Your most faithful servant, John Anstis. 

" I shall readily subscribe for your book.” 

To Mr. Anstis. 

" Kind Sir, 

" 1 think myself much obliged by the favour of yours, and 
return you my thanks fur your intention to serve me in this 
undertaking, 

" 1 have heard but of four books prinled at St. Alban's befoi'e 
the year 1538, when John Hertford printed there, and at London; 
and all of them without the Piinter's naiue, but supposed to be 

done 
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Hone by the Schoolmaster, which yet I cannot learn the name of* 
I'be first is * Rhetorica nova Fratris Laurentii Gnielmi de Saona 
ordinis menorum/ &c* which Dr. Mead haa^ and let me take 
some account of* The second, ' Exempla Sacra Scriplura ex 
utroqtie Testaniento second, ordinem Hteranim collecta apud 
Viliam Sancti Albani, anno D'ni mo.cccc*. lxxxi“/ account 
given me by Mr. West, The thirdj ‘ The Chronicle of St. Alban’s, 
or Fmctus Temporum, 14S3,' in my own possession* The fourth, 
the book you mention of Hawking and Hunting, by Juliana 
Barnes, which I have no ferther account of than what is given 
by Dr. Middleton in his " Dissertation on Printing/ except that 
1 find in a Catalogue of Rawlins on's it was printed by Caxton, 
14S1, and think 1 saw that impression, but imperfect, at the 
Univei'sity Ijibrary at Cambridge* last October, so that your 
notes will be vei^ acceptable to me* 

I have consulted the MS* of the famous Mr. Prynne, at the 
Inner Temple Library. 

The book of Boethius, printed at Tavistock, 15S.5, I have 
not any further account of, than what Palmer in his History 
of Pi'inting’ gives, which is but small, so that I shall be glad of 
further liglit into Printing there* Mr. Browne Willis tells me 
that Mr. Stanford, Senior Fellow of Baliol College, Oxon, has 
a quarto book printed there, and enacted by the High Court of 
Parliament, the 5th and 2 fith years of Hen. VilJ. intituled, ^ The 
I^ws of the Stanaries,' which I promise myself he will give me 
an account of* I am inclined to think there are more, but they 
have not yet reached me. 

Mr. Maittaire is my Friend, and has lent me his assistance, 
but he had not confined himself to English books, and therefore 
he cannot do much, Mr. I^ewis speaks as if our English Printers 
at first made but a poor appeamnee, and that they are scai'ce 
worthy notices however, if I will go on, he will lend me what 
assistance he can. 

** Mr. Madox's ' Finua Burgi* 1 have, and made that observa*» 
lion you are so good to mention tu me 5 also that Act of Richard 
ill. which w'as repealed by Henry VllI* Counsellor Cay has been 
so good to give me the titles of all the Acts relating to Printing j 
and Mr* Baker of St. John's College, Cambridge, gave me some 
account of Bagfoi^d's papers, and an extract of what he had given 
to him on English Printing. 

“ I shall be vastly obliged to you For the note you intimate of 
our two Editions of the Liturgies, and about the ^ Palea' printed 
at Cambridge; anti shall be well pleased to hear further of the 
Grammar you intimated, printed at Tavistock, with other books* 

I imagine ^ Fox's Acta and Monuments' will furnish me with 
a good deal of matter; so 1 am now consulting that, and 1 am 
promised a licence or leave to search the Rolls office for Patents, 
&c. which I hope I shall succeed in. I have been fold there vvas 
■A great deal of management to get the i^tationers' Charter ; but 

■ I have 
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I have no further informatiun of it than what I liave frooi Strype'n 
Stowe. They themselves say their books are lost. 

it Pi'ay, good Sir, excuse the Jheedom of this Epistle from one 
who would take it as a ()leasnrc to serve you in what be is able. 

J. Am£S." 


To Mr, Ames. 

"Sir, Monday Morning, June .., 1740, 

" The bonks T enquired after are frequently cited in Dr. Cosin 'j 
' Apology fur Ecclesiastical Proceedings/ which is all the notice 
that I Imvc of them. The books you kindly sent me {which 1 
shall return with many thanks by Mr. Kettell, when he next 
comes to Mortlake, for tear of any miscarriage) is not that whereof 
1 enquired. It gives a pompous title to Laurence Valla, who 
was a Roman born, and a Canon of the Church of Lateran there. 
i have not the Latin edition thereof, and know not whether he 
be there styled of noble birth * but it was for the purpose of 
Henry VilL to represent him as such. 

r do not remember the doubt that I made concerning (Sir) 
Robeit Large in the hasty scribble I sent you. The quotation 
of Che year when he was member for London, is from Prynue's 
fourth volume of Parliamentary Writs. 

" Wiiat occasioned my supposition that the debate betsveen 
the Hei'alds of France and England was a translatioi] from a 
booli in French bearing that title, was that I saw one w'ith that 
title in onr King s librajy \ but when you read the preface to this 
English book by John Coke (if it be in yours), you may probably 
find (at least) it will be found by collating these two books, whe¬ 
ther this latter be not an answer to the former. In the title of 
my book it is said to be ' compyled by Jho'n Coke,' 6ic. ^ and 
fynished the yere of our Lord mbl/ which must explain the colo¬ 
phon in some manner, wrote by Wier In his native language; 
so that I take it cannot mean 1549, being before tlie finishing it. 

I have reason to believe tliat in the Kiiig^s library there are 
some books w*hich you may be glad to sec. In the Middle Temple 
Library, if you consult the Cafalogue lately printed, I am certain 
you will uieel with some books printed eaily in this kingdom, 
such as L 8, at Oxford, 1481, &c. That Catalogue is disposed 
in such a manner as you may easily consult what is for your 
purpose, and turn to the books themselves, and the Catalogue is 
in that library, whereof 1 have a copy. 

" Did you ever see the ' Commemoration, or Dirige, of bastard 
Edmund Bonner, alias Savage, usurped Bishop of London, by 
Lemeck a Vale, 1569 ?' The last is a fictitious name doubtless. 

] have read it j but 1 have it not, as likewise a book somewhat of 
the same kind, by Skelton, poet laiireat, against Cardinal Wolscy. 

" I wish you would give us a particular account of the several 
Editions, and variations in them, of our liturgies, in such manner 
as Dr. Bennet hath informed us concerning those of the articles. 
Mr. Maittaire, f 574. hath given us a sliort account of stime 

Editions, 
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Editions* but hath omitted the variations^ Dr. NichoUs has some 
observations, I believe Ji sent you some sliort account of the 
titles and colophons in some Editions under Edward VI. but I 
could wish those under Queen Elizabeth, both in English and 
Lpatin, were collated. In the latter there is one in Latin and 
Greek, Londini, A* D, mdlxix, 12mo; and at the end Excusum 
Londini apud Reg. Woltium, llegiae Majeslati in Latinis Typogra- 
}jhum/ without any mention of tlie year, %vbich 1 take to be a 
very rare book. It is deilicatecl to Alexander Nowellj Dean of 
St, Pauls, by his nephew, William Whitacber, May 23, 1569, 

i have * Liber Pi'ecum publicariun/ 6cc, in 4to, which hath 
Queen Elizabeth's letters patents, dated April 6, in her 2d year, 
and at the end, ® Excusum Londini, apud Regin, VVoIhumj Regiae 
Majestati in iatinis Typographmn, cum privilegio liegiEe Majes- 
tatis/ without mentioning any year; but in the table of the Solar 
Cycle, which follows after the Calendar, * annus hie presens 1560 
cur rent is Cydi Solaris est L* 

I inspected this morning a book containing the years of the 
reigns of our monarchs, with this colophon, ^ Londini, ex olTieinSt 
Johannis Waley, Typographi, anno a Yirgineo partu MoLxiin 
mens, Marcii/ Coke afterwards printed this book, I Ihink under 
the reign of Janies II, continuing it doism to tiiat time, 

" Would it l)e entirely foreign for you to give us the inscrip¬ 
tions upon the Cards, though the usage of them was before 
pniiUng } Your faithful humble servant, John Anstis/' 


To the same, 

SiE, June 17,40. 

“Being in baste when I wrote you this morning, being then 
and still engaged about the ceremony of the simusals to be per¬ 
formed ihb evening, 1 believe 1 omitted to mention, that if your 
business called you to London, and you had time mion any 
morning to call at the Heralds' Oflice, 1 should be glad of it, 
and then if any thing .occurred in conversation worth your know- 
ing, I might be better enabled to refer to tlie places w'here the 
vouchers might be had, I cannot by my memory refer to the 
time of the 1 Minting of the Paleaat Cambridge, whether before 
or after the time of printing Linacre's book there. It is a book 
referred to by Selden, and if I remember aright, Mr, Baker wrote 
me he never met with it, which I did in the Librnry of a fjdend 
of mine in Kent, You will see by this scribble in wdiat hurry 1 am. 

“ Your humble servant, J. Anstis.'' 


To the same. 

Heralds Office, June 25, 1T40, 

“ When I came into town last Monday, I searched for your last 
letter, in order to have brought it with me, but could not then 
find it, it being tlien my intention to have returned you in person 
tlie best answers I could make to your queries. I remember one 
of them was concerning the Antiquity of Playing cards, whicli the 

French 
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Fiencb genei-ally ascribe to the year 1393, as being (here invented 
for the diversion of their King fluting his intermitting lunatic fits j 
but I have reason to suppose them more ancient, for reasons I 
shall give you. Hovvever, 1 whh you would instruct yourself 
from stime of the card-makers with the antient French names 
that were inscribed upon the coat cai'ds. Such as Polctou de 
Xantrailles, &c.; Hector de Troy ; Ozier Oanois, &c. Escutcheons 
in pain lings are much older, The Earl of Pembroke told me 
that the original of printing drawboards w'as taken by such as 
took 00 * the impressions of coat arms from the engravings upon 
household utensils, 

I am genemlly to be found before term at this office, from 
whence I design to return back to Mortlake on Saturday at 
furthest. “ Your humble serv ant, J o h k An st is;' 


To the same. 

Sir, Morilakei Oct. 3, 1740. 

“ I leceived the book, and also Mr, Lewis’s kind pi^seiu, for 
wliicli I request you to return him my thanks, and if he intends 
to publish it for saJe, 1 have that respect for him, as to scntl him 
«nine matters that occur to me, which he may consider in an 
Appendix, if it be not already in the botikscBer's disposed, so as 
it may be too late. Anthony Wood in his Hist, Anticp Oxon. 
(not the Athcnae), hath an account of tlie first Printing there. 
T'hat book is in the Heralds' Office, ^vhere you may inspect it, so 
1 do not transcribe it, 1 saw our friend Dr, Rawlinson, - who 
could iv;collect Ms having Caxton's tins, but desired you 
would put him in a method to find it, if you saw it in his custtidy. 
Pray hatli i\Ir, Somner, or niy former acquaintance Mr, Batiely, 
any thing about Printing at Canterbury? I wish 1 could assi&t 
you in this matter j but 1 never took notice of the fii'st Printers, 
or the first Editions of books in England* 

Your most assured friend and servant, J. Anstis/’ 


To the same. 

Sir, Mortlakef Jane 24, 1743, 

r desired Mr* Kettell to ask you, when he should meet you 
at the Society, whether you could inform me where two books 
printed by the Wiers could be borrowed, for I apprehend it is 
not very probable to find out that either of them may be procured 
from a booksdler, ■ 

I take leave to transcribe a passage from Tiioni® Tliomaau 
Diclionarium, in 4to, printed at Cambridge, ex officina Joh is 
Ldcgati celebeni'm Academice Typographi 1596,' in the dedica¬ 
tion of it to Loixl Burghley, ^ Cui incommodo cum author ipse 
magiia ex parte niedec' in posterum caperet, eos labores suscepit, 
qul ipsius valetudini paruus conducerent^ nam like quidem in re 
adeo cogitatkmes suas curasque defixit, ut nee temporl, uec rei 
familiari, nec sibi i>aiTeret, quin omnem undique apparut urn ac 
copiani ad liatic Spartam quani esset nactus, loeuplctaridam 

ornandam. 
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ornandam atque honestandain conquir^rct* Quo sno studio et 
vig^ilantia dum propositam viise rationem prosequitur, duui Rei* 
publicoa et literis prodesse expetit, in gravissimam corporis aegri- 
tudineni iiicidit, atque adeo baud longo post intervallo diem suum 
obiit. Postquam igituf ilic prieclare suo fimclus officio exce&sit 
e vilSL> oiihiq’ Typogmphi iiiunus, quod iile prius sustinuerat, 
Academiaj benebcio esset concessuru, nitiil prius faciendum putarl 
quam,^* &c. If you have not observe^l this passage, it will not 
be ungrateful to you; if you have, it will, however, shew how 
glad 1 am of any opportunity to comnninicato any thing for your 
s ervice. Y our most fai th fu i servant, J o h n" A x st is / 


To the same, 

“ Sir, _ [1740.] 

111 your first book about Jason* you cite from Mr- Lewis, 
p, 144 * mv words about the time of the election of our Edward 
the Fourth, as if these had been Caxton's, You will be apprized 
of it by taking notice of inverted commas to Caxton's words in 
that place, 

Mr, Lewis, f, 31, &c. puzzles himself about Caxton’s com¬ 
mencement of the year. Now, in your account of his book* ^The 
Cordyal,' you take notice he dates it on the day of the Purification, 
falling upon Tuesday, the 2i\ of February, 1478 ; which* theie- 
fore, must have been in 1479* according to such as begin the 
year from either Christmas or the fim of January, 

‘‘ 1 sent Mr. J^ewLs notices of the Authors of several books 
printed by Caxton* which he hath inserted, as he had liberty, tis 
his own discoveries. If you w'ould add about Christiana de Pisa, 
you may be largely instructed by a dissertatiou in the ^ Disserta- 
Uons of the Society of Inscriptions in France j' and you may in 
every book find an account of Alan de Chaitier* 'The like of 
our poet Skellon* Lydgate, 

The Lord Coke* iu his Preface to Littleton, thinks Little- 
toil’s Tenures were first printed in 24 Hen, VI11, My Lord was 
mistaken. 

There is an Edition in 1525* which is 16 Hen. V111, by Pin¬ 
son* wherein be complains of a former edition by iledinan. 

** There was an Edition in 1521. 

Counsellor Kettlebey of tlie Temple shewed me several Edi¬ 
tions of that book, but 1 took not particulai' account of them. 

1 have the ^ Chronicle of Jhon Hardyng,’ &c. Londint* ex 
ofticinQ. ilich, Graftoni, mense Januarii mdxliu. Cum privilegio 
ad imprimendum solhn\,’ At the bottom his insigne j represent¬ 
ing ^ G. R. or R, U.‘ 

The Pica Sarum that I mentioned hath this title: ^ Liber 
presens Directorium Sacerdotum* quern Pica Saturn vuigb vocitat 
Clcrus; q’q'm iste pluribus vicibus inter n'ras atque iransmarinas 
terras impressus, ac compositus existat ^ nusq’ tarn secundum 
verum Saorum Ordinale cancellatus seu correctus fuerit nee enu- 
clcams. Hinc est quod Uiuveraitas Cantabrtgien’ hoc onus labovis 

liu jus modi 
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hujusinoili correct tortis atque cancellatiojiis seu collationis nobia 
ordinatis Sarom ne'rio fieodar' i^enerabili viro magistro Clerke, 
Collegii Regalia Cantor?, credidit atqnecommisit; inauper honesto 
Ricardo Pynsoiij extra Bai ram Novi Templi London moranti, ad 
iiTipnmendom dedit atque finiri jussiil^j anno Salutis mccccxcviu/ 
Hence no printing then at that University, This Pica is the 
Pye in the preface to the Common Pi'ayer book concerning the 
service of the churcln Whereof see the Stat, 3 and 4 Edw, VL for 
abolishing divers books, 

" The ^ Pupil la OcuU,' which was written by John de Biirgo, 
Cbanceilor of Cambridge, in 1385, was printi^d at Paris by Wolff- 
gang Hopylius in 1510. * Impensh hoiiestissimi ac tideli^simi 

jnercatoris WilUelmi Breton / to which merchant there is an epistle, 
which ends, ‘ Vale iter uni Londini ex asdibus nostris piidie Kal, 
Fehrnarias Mil, cccccx.' 

I have in my costod)', ‘ Nature Brevium/ It wants the title 
page. It is in English, ^ Imprynted at London, in Flete-strete, 
at the sygno of the George, nexte to ftaynt Dnnstone's churche, 
by Wyllyam Powell, in the yere of our Loide God moliil the 
syxt day of May- Cum jn ivilegio ad imprimendum solbm/ 

^ Maniptilns Curatorum, Explicit libellus intitulatus Mani- 
pulus Cureiomtii pro instnictione ncophitonmi curatorym, editus 
it doctissimo viro domino Gukhme <le Monteroclieru, Impressua 
in civitarc London per Wynandum de Worde, commorantem in 
vico vylgariter nuncupato the Flete-strete, ad signum solis. Anno 
DVd Mcccccrx, die vero xnr men sis Februarii,'* 

“ I have the ‘ Vision of Pierce Ploughman,* in verse, *“ Ini- 
piipted at tjOiidon, by Robert Crowley, dwellyng in Elye rentes, 
in Holburne, the yere of our Lord mdl, -£8 Mrathnitni 
exccllentisshnus Libert The words in italics are in red ink* 

and so several others through the title, which is very long. At 
the end, ' London in vico vulgariter nuncupato Flet-strete in 
officilia ere ac iirqiensis Uonesti virt Ricardi Pynson Regis Impres- 
soris moram suam trahentis sub signo divi Georgii Anno nove 
redemptionis mcccggx, die vero ultima mensis FebruariL* Rob, 
Redman, who prioted Bret ton, lived at this sign. 

Kelwa 3 ^'s Re[>orts, * Impr. Lond, jjer Joh, Croke, pro Tho, 
Wight, an, Kid'J/ in folio. You have not mentioned this Croke, 
The Patent to Grafton for printing Law books, is dated 29 
April, 1 Edw, VL p. 1, m, 7^ Patent to ElichardTothiUe, citizen, 
stationer, and printei-, of London, to imprint for seven years all 
books of the 'Pcmpoi al Law, 12 April, 7 Edw* 6, p- 3 j Patent 
to John Cawood, 29 Dec, 1 Mar, p- 2 ; to Richard Tottle, 1 May, 
pal, 2 and 3 PhlL and Mar. p* 1; again 12 Jan* 1 EHz. p, 4^ to 
Christopher Barker, 27 Sept 19 Eliz* p* Sj to Vicasius Yetsweirt, 
18 Nov* 20 Eljz. p* 10] to Charles Yetsweirt, 20 March, 36 Kliz, 
p* 11; to Wriglit and Norton, 10 Marcli, 41 Eliz* p* 4; to Robert 
Barker, for Statutes, 19 July, facing p. 24* 

1 return you many thanks for your kind present j being 
“ Your most faithful servant, X Anstis/' 

* See p. 152* 
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Memorials by Mr. Amstis, for Mr. Ames, in reply to several, 
concerning English Printers and Printing'. „ , 

" Who printed llie earliest Music, and when ? if before Graf¬ 
ton, 1550? 

‘‘ It is commonly supposed that in 1330 one of Pans first used 
tilt notes histctid of points and lettei's* The first usage of ihem 
by Primers vvasj doubt less » in their Liturgick books, 1 lia\e a 
^ Processionale secundum usum Sai'um/ with them* but it \vas 
printed at Roan, If Charles Butler, in Ins ^ Piinciples or Iihrsick, 
mentions any tiling hereof? He %vas a very learned autlioi. 

The ^ Dirige of Btrstard Bonner j’ who and when ? 

I took only the title, being ' Commemoration Dinge of 
Bastard Edm. Btmncr, Savage (usurped Bishop of Lon¬ 

don), by Lemeck, k Valle, 1569 f and, being a satire, as the 
Author took a fictitious name, so 1 should conjecture ihere might 
not be any mention where printed, and by whom \ if eltiier, I 
omitted the notice. 

Some account of Richard Grafton? I guess the Heiahls 
Office will give some inforraaCion. Mr. Kettell will inspect wliat 
we call Grafton’s Ordinary. 

EHsputes between the Heralds of England and France j tvben 
printed, and who ? 

13 at pment mislaid; but 1 guess I shall find it. 

Of the Write Lion tearing the Scots Lion to pieces. 

The White Lion was the arms supporter of Mowbray, and 
thence descended to the Duke of Norfolk, who^ after the victory 
at Flodden, gave it, bearing the Scotch Lion as lib livery. See 
even Buchanan. 1 have seen it in the frontbpiece of several 
books printed, but I cannot readily collect their titles. 

Of the Common Prayer turned into French 5 who and when? 

It was done by a Chaplain to the Bishop of Ely, as soon as 
the first Liturgy w-as settled. I have forgotten hb name, 

" Of the first Common Prayei'S > and that printed in Latin, 
1575, by Vantrollers, 8 vo, by information from Mr, Baker, hath 
the heads of old Printers, that I am very desirous of a sight of that. 

This will talce some time, and you shall have an account. 
The first Latin Common Prayer that I have tvas in 1 Eib. 

How the Stationer*s Company obtained their charter, and 
who were the persons ? 

If you mean that on 9 May, 3 and 4 Phil, and Maiy, to 
Dockwray, John Cawood, Henry Coke, 8 ic. to be a Corporation, 
1 take it to be mentioned therein to be for pi’evention of Priming 
heretical hooks. Dockuray and Coke are not named by yon as 
Printers. jQus&re if they ivere ? 1 have a copy^ of this charter 

turned into English. 

If you know any old letter-founders’ names ; who and when 
before 1600 } 

” I never made any remarks. 

Paper-inakei's in England j who ? and w'hen the fii'st pappr- 
mill set up ? 

« I have 
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I have not made any remarks upon this subject ; hut I take 
it paper is much antieiiter than several Writers have esteemed it. 
I mean paper made of rags> of linen^ or silk. Bartolus the law¬ 
yer died 1355 j and tor bis tract, ^ De Armis>’ printed in the notes 
to Upton de mrL Oificio, f. 8 , and again t 10 , where it appears 
that, ' quodlibet folium chartje liabet suum signum, per quod 
significatur cujos ^dihcii est cbarta/ 1 could add probably to 
any history you may design about paper. 

Hook-bindei's ? 

“ I know no more of Book-binders than the Statutes meutiou. 
There may be some discoveries from the images or impressions 
on the outside of the covers. 

Wood and copper cuts to books, who ? and those who made 
the tools, of which the old bindings on the covers and clasps ^ 
ciist or engraved ^ 

I never made any observations upon these subjects. 

Illuminators, who ? &e, 

I take it these are named in the Statute of Richard IIL In 
the early printed books the initial letter was genemUy a small 
one, ivith a large room left for the Illuminator to make a larger 
letter, and to adorn or illuminate it either witli coloui's or metals, 
and doubtless you have observed sev eral of both sorts, I take it 
that among those wlio enjoy the privilege of the Universities, are 
Jlluminatoisi and, as I remember, there is a ix;port of a wise deter¬ 
mination in IVestminster Hall, concerning the interpretation of 
this word, recited by Judge Fori esc ue in his Edition of Fortescue's 
Domin. &c. which you will see. The w'ord is used figuratively 
in our liturgy,—^ illuminate all bishops, priests, and deacons/ 
though with relation to spiritual gifts. I take it in the ^ History 
of the Univei’sltv of Paris/ there is some account of iliuminators. 

Grammars; if any printed by Caxton ? 

I know nothing of them, 

French Gi'aniuiar; if before John Hawkins, 1530; and the 
author John Palsgrave; see Antony >Vood ? 

I know not. 
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Chriatopher Barker, Printer to Queen Elizabeth, by Pat, S8 Sept. 19 Eliz, died Nov. 29, Anrtn 1599, sg;ed TO years.-j-...... 

I '---- ---- 

Rachel, dau. of William ])ay, PrOTOst of Eaton, Dcati=pRobert Barker of Southley, or South Lee, in co.=Ani>«*j dau, nf-—- Ca^e of 
- . . , ■'j. 1 ^. I Dm.,.*.... London, 2d wife. 


of Windior, and afterwards Bishop of Wiiiebester. I Bucks, Esq. was Prirtter to King James. 


Elizabeth, dau, of Robert Barker, the King^s 
Printer, was married to Toby Wood, of Low- 
Lay ton, in CO, Essex, Esq. one of his Majesties 
Wardens for the forest of Waltham, wbo was 
living Anno 1634. 

Agatha, married to John Legat of London, 
Printer. 

Su sanna, mar. to Clement Harby, of London. 


Christopher Barker,=^3arah, 


eldest son to 

-, living Anno 

I634i May 8,1635, 
King's Printer with 
his Father, died 
1636 . 


dau. of 
Bon¬ 
ham 
Norton, 
of Lo n¬ 
don. 


1 I I 

Robert Barker, the se- 
eond sonf. 

Francis Barker, fourth 
son. 

Charles Barker, 3d son, 
mar. Elizabeth, dau. 
of Nicholas Cage, of 
London, ^ 


Matthew Barker*T-Alice, dau. of 


of Lon don,gent. 
5th sun, but 3d 
that bath issue; 
living (2 Jan.) 
1634. 


Christopher Ikatker, 
about 13 years old, 
Anno 1634. 


Ann, eldest daughter, 
mar. to of 

Ireland, 


Rachel, 2ud daughter, mar, to 
George AntrubuB, of London, 
woo lien-draper* 


1 r 

1, Charles. 

2. John. 


-1 

Ann 

Barker. 


Robert A me* 
rie, of Ches¬ 
ter, the relict 
of Tilney 
Couch man, of 
Cranbruok, 

in Kent. 


John Barker, aged 
about 3 months 
Anno 1634. 


c, 26, 8. h. 9, b. 

This entry was made by Christopher Barlier, who attested 
the truth thereof, under his hand, (Signed) Cm a* Barker, 


c 24. 446. a. 

This entry was made by Mathew Barker, who attested the 
truth hereof, under his hand. (Signed) Math, Barker* 


^ This Anne was rather (as I conceive) daughter of Toby Wood, of the Minoties, without Aldgate, London, and relict of Nicholas 
Cage of London, vvbo died Anno 1607. She died Feb. 7, l632. 

t Robert Banker, to whom King James, anno 14, granted it for thirty years, after the estates of his father Robert, and brother to 
C hristopher. It may be probable ibis m the person who died in the Fleet, January 10, J645. 
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Letters of Mr, Ames and Mr, Lewis, 

Rt 5 v, Mr. LewiSj at Mergate, 

^' GoodSjh, Jug, 1737 - 

" 1 itiatle use of tliis favour of our Friend, to convey the notice 
to you of my receiving safe your packet, by a young man, last 
Sunday evening, and that 1 have delivered the three letters ijito 
the Post office, as J suppose you intended ! should, and gave to 
Mr. Thompson. For mine I return you thanks, and shall note 
the contents, of ’wldch 1 shall give you further notice, 

I have got from the wood-cutters the two octavo pages of 
Caxton's paper marks, for w hich he charges me one guinea* \ 
chose rather to have them cut on wooil than copper, because 
when the books shad be printed, the press-work at the same 
time and place may go on, without hindrance, or fiirther clrarge 
than the rest of the book. 

“ My J^dy Pomfret and family aie out of town now, that I 
cannot yet have tiie opportunity to know whether she has arty 
more, or other, than in your list. I shall take the first opporiiL- 
nity at Sir Hans's, for that Prologue you mentioned, and Wyiikcji 
de Wui'de'^s head, 

" In looking over the priced Catalogue of Richard Sniitli, I 


found several of Caxton’s books* sold: s, d. 

I. The Recuyel of the Hlstoryes of Troy ■* - —^ 3 ? 

2* Book of Chess 1474 13 o 

3* History of Jason, &c. ------- 5 [ 

4. Thy mage of the World ------- 3 IHd 5 O 

5. Chronicles of England - - - - - - - 1480 33 G 

d, Godfrey of Bolognc, 6cc* - - - - - - 1481 3 2 

7 . Legend of the Saints and Caihon - - - - 1483 4 2 

S, Tlie Book the Knights otThe I'tJur made, —— 5 O 

9. Pilgrimage of the Soul 

10 . Chastising of God's Children > sold together for-5 2 

II. Rule of Saint Beimet J 

12* Book of Good Manners - - - - - - - 1487 2 lo 

13, Virgil j^ineidos in jji'ose ------ 3 q 

14, Vitas Patrum, dated - ------- i485t 8 4 


There were some good Catalogues in the book, and soon* 
though priced. Imperfect, and the Bookseilcr not williT^g lo lake 
under half a guinea for it, so I forbore buying It-, but, If ii h£Kl 
been to be had at about half a crown, I should have bought it; 
but the above 1 copied out* 

A Friend lately brouglit me home a co^w of the 8 igean iti^ 
scription, which I have shewn to Mr* Ward, and he Co Dr. Meadi 
so, by comparing, it with Mr- ChishuU's Dissertation and pa^jcrs, 
they have observed a better reading by it- 

* This list may be curious to the modem pureljasfcrs of Caitoirs 
various and scarce puiilic^tious* 
f Perhaps by mistake for 14^5. 


" I believe 
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I believe I might engage for the same number of your Cax- 
toii^s Life as Mr. Thompson; but I hope to do morCj so shall, 
now T know your mind, endeavour it, 

“ I shall also on the 6rst opportunity mention your favour to 
Mr. Lye^', of Little Houghton in Northamptonshire j and wish for 
my own sake the book was wrote in English, also for that I know 
no man is able to express his mind so clearly as in his mother 
tongue, 

“If you have not seen the Debates relating to the Quakers’ 
bill, and some others, I will send you them down by the next, 
with the box of wood cuts- You have given me a pure oppor¬ 
tunity to laugh at Mr, Thompson’s Quaker’s book he talks m 
much of* 1 am, dear Sir, 

' ^ Your most affectionate friend, J - A m e s 


Mr. Ames to the Rev, John Lewis, 

“Sin, MarchTj 1737* 

“ In this bookf, printed byCaxton, may be observed a new set 
of types, something laiger than his usual, and more upright ; 
none coloured by red, but good initials. The first of them J have 
inn fated for your notice; they are such as Winkyn de Worde 
used afterwards. You will find Caxton was but live months and 
a half in translating this book, and but six days in printing it. 
'This also is a thin folio, but something thicker than the last, I 
had the favour of transcribing these from the very curious col¬ 
lection of my friend Mr. James West, to whom 1 showed your 
draft of coins found at Reculvers, and asked his opinion, with 
Mr. Brovvac Willis's, who was at his house then, whether they de¬ 
served a plate j and they both said, ^ Yes, to be sure j as they were 
found at the Reculvers j* for they are great admirers of English 
History. Mr. West, among other commendations of that study, 
says, that if it was but encouraged, as by some countries, that 
of our own might shine as bright as the Romans ever did. I am 
obliged to Mr. West for the present of all Mr. Hearne’s Impier- 
sions of his plates, which were afterwards most of them con¬ 
sumed by the fire, and he had taken but twenty cojries from them. 
There is now printing at Oxford Lcland’s Itinei ary } anti one 
Mr. Morellf is about an edition of Chaucer’s Tales, who desires 
of me a sight of his Boethius when you have done with it j 1 be¬ 
lieve for what Caxton says of Chaucer. I should be glad to hear 
what is observable in Mr. Thompson's Chronicle, printed at .St. 
Alban's^ I have one of them, but not quite so perfect. I find, by 
comparing it with several of Caxton’s books, that it is a different 
type and manner of printing, as you will observe yourself; as 
also the matter is, from Caxton’s Chronicle and Poly chronicle, 
all which 1 have compared, though mine are imperfect; that 
of Caxton's, as you had observed to me, is without the foreign 
affairs, but seems to be printed after that of St, Alban's. 

^ The fam^jus Saxonist, of wliora see the Literary Anecdotes, IX. 7&L 
f The Book of' Feytes of Armes, and of CbivaJrye/ 

X .Afterwards Dr. Thujnas Moi^l the teamed Creek sehular, of vvliom 
see the Literary Aoei:doLo 5 , vol, IX. p. 70^. 


“ 1 have 
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I iiave now sent eight books^ five of Mr. Thonipson^Sj and 
three of iny own. The letters we had sent before gave yon some 
notice of them, but we were dbappointed of sending them before, 
because too late for llie hoys. That Prologue or Dedication to 
the City of London by Cas.ton to hisCaton 5 if you have received 
it before, Mr. Thompson vvould beg you to return it, b.eing 
mighty fond of it, and i had no time to copy it out. 1 beg you 
to excuse the method I have written down these things, being 
fi'cqnently interrupted, and so set them down as I had time. 

am to wait on the Archbishop of Canterbury^ with Mr. 
Maittaire, to present one of my 1 nscriptions to him. 1 am told 
he is the same fi^ee gentleman lie was w'hen at Oxon, and a 
great lover of Greek Antiquities. I have sent you three, one of 
them on the large paper; such as 1 pi*esented the Society with, 
from whom I received many thanks, after 1 read to them niy 
speech by Mr. Gordon, wdiich 1 will just transcribe for you, be¬ 
cause it gives some further account of the stone; and you being 
so intimate with me: 

‘ Guntuemen, March^f 1/37* 

* I have jn esvnned to dedicate the copy of a very ancient Greek 
Inscription to you* It was erected to the honour of Crato, a 
musician, priest, and judge of the games, in the days of Eumenes, 
King of PergaiTios, above IbO years before Christ j and now 
present to your acceptance a proof, in testimony of the affection 
1 boar to this Society for the lionour they did me in admitting 
me a Member thereof 

* Some* of you. Gentlemen, may expect from me a further ac¬ 
count of this uiarble than that I have given beneath the copy of 
the inscription. Please, therefore, to know that Captain Thomas 
Morley, near Colchester, in Essex, in the year 173^, then using 
tlie Turkey trade, brought this stone, with some others, from 
Segcgick or Segyccqnc, his loading-place, between J:>niyrna and 
Ephesus, 1 think the ancient I'eos. It was then a su]jpnrt to 
an ancient out-house belonging to a barber, of wliom tlve 
captain purchased it, and witli timber his man buill up the house 
again to satisfaction. At the Captain’s arrival at l^ondon, he 
presented it to Ins brother-in-law Mr. Timothy Tennant, niy 
friend and neighbour, with whom it still remains. 

“ Being highly ]>Ieased witii such a large fine ancient inscrip¬ 
tion, I soon applied myself to draw it out, and presented it to the 
Honourable Sir Hans Sloane, Baronet, who pul it into the hands 
of Ml'. Maittaire, to be piiblislied, as an Appendix to the OxJbid 
Marbles 5 w-hich he did, but yet only in the 1 etter-press; so that 
seveml gentlemen have desued me to exhibit the inscri]Jtion as 
on the stone itself on a single sheet, that the exact fomi and 
shape of the stone and letters might be had at one view, which 1 
have made to a scale of four inches, to tw^elve on the stone. 

* Many observations might be made both on the form and 
niattei j as the manner of writing only with capitals, or what we 

^ Dr. Juhn Poller* who had before been Bishop of Oxford. 

now 
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now call initials; and without any distinction of words, but flow-^ 
ing on to t he end of a sentence* Their form of drawing up pub- 
lick decrees, and dating them from their kings and gieat men* 
Their usages and customs at that time^ and for what their honours 
were due, vh. virtue and benevolence* I add no more, but 
may it meet your approbation as the' wishes of, Gentlemen, 

' Your very humble servant, J* Ames* 

* To the Societyf £fc- March 2, ly 37*’ 

** Now, Sir, 1 fear 1 shall tire you j but having this oppor¬ 
tunity 1 was glad to do what was in my power to render myself 
acceptable, and by giving what light I could to your good work 
of our first Printers imd for that end I intend to go to Westminster 
soon, to get the account of his funeral from the book itself, of 
which by my next shall give you some account* 

I have sent you six headis, and have more another time for 
you* Yours most afiectionately, J, Ames,'' 

Mr* Lew^is to Mr* Joseph Ames, Ironmonger, near the 
Hermitage, VVapping, near Londoji. 

** Dear Sir, April 25, 1740* 

1 had no observations to make on Caxton's types, but what 
have been made ahieady by Mr. ' Oldys in his Ihitish Library.’ I 
cannot recollect where 1 saw John Bullinghain’s name, but thank 
you for correcting niy mistake as to Field* I do not find the 
title of the book printed by Lob ley* 1 see I have only entered 
his name, &c* 

It will be a difficult, if not impossible thing, to get even the 
titles of all the books printed in England before 1*500; your 
comfort is, that but few of them are worth I'cmembering: but, 
if your inclination lies this way, I should advise to print as many 
of the titles as you can find of all the books printed by Caxton, 
De Worde, Pynsoii, at St* Albaivs, Oxford, &c. which I suppose 
will come down to about 1527- Did not you send me ' Littleton's 
Tenures' printed in French at Roan, ^ ad instanciam Ricardi 
Pynsoni?' lt‘, when your copy is wi vtten fair for the press you 
will trust me with it, I will give you all the assistance 1 can* 

" You will receive with this an impression of a seal found at 
Sturiy near Canterbury. It is an agate, %ve think, set in silver, 
and a broad rim, with the name of the owner on it, 1 wish you 
w ould communicate ii to some of your Society j ]Tei ha])s t hey 
may know wliat head it is* 1 must beg your "leave to let me 
keep your two books a little longer* I have been keeping play- 
day at Canterbury above a fortnight, where 1 saw the Master of 
Emanuel and Mr. Taylor f- 

I have sent to be printed a Dis&ertalion on Seals, for the 
use of my friends* I think there is room on one of the plates 
to have this seal engraved, If you ask Mr* Mount or Page for 
it, and find it so, I wish you would speak to Mynde to engrave it* 
“ I am your obliged friend, &c. J. Lewis." 

^ Df* Williaiti Richardson* f The learned Editor of Demo&ihenei, 

To 
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To Mr. Professor Wated, Gresham College, 

*' SiK, Sept. 1740. 

“ I Iiopc the favour I am going to ask of you wUl not be dis¬ 
agreeable to you: it is to get printed the papers which accom¬ 
pany this. By the Pre^ce you see the occasion of them, 1 desire 
therefore they may be printed in foliOj with the same paper, let¬ 
ter, margin:, &c, with the Dictionary, As to the number I must 
beg you to direct roc. It is an offering I make to the memory 
of my worthy deceased friends^ and my own reputation ^ but which 
I should have been glad there had been no occasion to make, 

'' I liave put up with this two copies of the ^ Dissertation on 
Seals,* one for youiself, and the other for Dr, Mead, wdnch 1 
hope will be accepted as tokens of my esteem and respect, i am 
“ Your very faithful friend and servant, J, Lewis.'* 

At the back of this Letter, Mr. VVard has written the fol¬ 
io wing List of MSS, 

Lives of Dr, John Wallis, Di% George Hickes, and Mr. J, 
Johnson, 

* Remarks on his Life in the Universal Histoiy/ 

‘ Life of Mr. John Lewrs,* 

* A Brief History of the Controversies in Germany almut the 
presence in the Holy Eucharist/ 

' Novum Missale Anglicanum/ 

^ ObseiTations on the Growth of Poiaery/ 

‘ The Novelty of the Popish Creedj &c, 

' A Letter to Mr. Whitefiehl,* 

' Survey of the Diocese of Chu ter bury,* 

* The Judginent of the Churc h of England, concerning the 
Nature, &c, of the Ixjrd's Supj>er/ 

* Case of the Charity of John Allen, the elder, given out of 
Drajiers in St. John Baptist, in the Isle of Tenet.* 

* Popish Cruelty ejwcinplified in the Persecution of the English 
Lollards.' 

* Of the Manner of Baptism in the British Churches/ 

* Of Just)tying Faith/ 

^ A Copy of a Register of Briefs,* 

' Tile Judgment of the Chui ch of England concerning I*lu- 
rality of Benefices/ 


Mr, Lewis to Mr, AsfES, 

‘‘Sin, Sepi. ^9, 1749 , 

‘‘ Printei^ at Oitford, 

1 . Thomas Hunte, an Englisman - - - - j 478, 

Tlicodorick Rood, ofCologn - - - - - 14 BO, . 

3 , Winkin or Winan de Words, a German - - 1496, 

4, John Scolar, a German - - - - - * I.^>18. 

5. Peter Treveris - - - - - - - - - 1595, 

6. Joseph Barnes - 1585, 

‘‘ In which same year a new Printing-press was erected in the 
University by their Chancellor, the Earl of Leicester, who made 

a present 
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a present of it to the Lfniveriiity. The first book printetl at it 
>va 3 one written and published by John CasCj FeOow^ of St, 
John with this title, ' Speculum Moralium Qusestionum in 
Univei-sani Ethicam Aristotelis/ which he dedicated to the Chaa- 
cellon 

Of printing at Norwich I never met with the least hint- 
Edmund Becke was ordained Deacon by Ridley, Bishop of 

Rochester, 1551, I have yet seen only one book printed by- 

Mychell at Canterbury, with any dale j that is, ^ I'he Psalter, 
4to, Cum privilegiOj et mdl. Very probably Becke's book was 
printed 155^* I never find there was any other Printer at Can¬ 
terbury besides Mychell before UiOO, 

I shall be glad to see your transcript of what you have done, 
and thank you for your two ptbofs, I should be glad to hear 
that Dr, Rawlinson has found his ^ Institution of a Christen man,’ 
which he was so good as to lend to me, and is mi seamed, 1 
wrote to liim at London-house by the postp 

Sr, Andrews in Scotland, 1540, ScoHancTs ComplahiL* 
See Watson* 

John Bodleigh. Qu ? ^The Sth Jan*3 Eliz* his PuietiL'} 
Thomas Bassandine at Edinburgh, 1576, Folio, It is printed 
by the Scots, not Eden, [J ham hoik 
" Henry Charteris, ditto 158S, 

Tliomas game, [Tzfjo peaces by their stg^is*'] 

** T, E, iTiled Music-paper, 

Jacobus James, at Edinburgh, 

*' Hans Luft, at Marl boro w, in Germany- IVIarchborow in 
the land of Hess, [Several ivays,'] 

“ Robert Leprevick, at Edinburgh- 

JohnRoss, at Edinburgh, [*^ Pnwted the Black Acts, 15/5/'] 
“ At Waterford in Ireland, 

Andrew Hart, ^ 

-Nefield, Vtrr i u 

-Davidson. >Edmburgh. 

—--Waldgrave. J 

“ Qu ? if this be not Robert Waldgrave ? named by ytni as K- P. 
No such person appears to me to be King's Printer in England- 
I mean it for Scotland*^'} 

John Brodleigh, by Patent- He had a Patent for printing 
the English Bible, which had before been printed at Geneva 
but it does not appear to me tlmt he was a Printer, nor did T ever 
see any book or biblevvith his name to it- [“ I only quote it*'] 

If you take in the Scotch and Irish Printers, your title should 
he altered, ‘ A Catalogue of British anxl Irish Printers,* Watson 
produces no proof of Printing being introduced into Scotland 

The remarks in liaiks betiveen crotchets art added hy Mr, Ao^es- 

earlier 
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earlier Ilian 1540, His guesses that it was are groundless and 
triHing. 

“ Adamus de Monte and Con rad us Freeman ai'e certainly 
fictitious names. Jolm Os wen printed at Worcester, wliieh he 
spelt Worseter, and at Ipswich. His name was Os wen, not 
OswiUj nor Oswer 6 » He was not King's Printer j but * Prynter 
apjioynted by the Kyng's Majestie, and his Highness' honourable 
Counsail for the Principaltye of Wales, and Marches of the same/ 
See his edition of the New Testament. Is not John Overton, at 
Ipswich, a mistake for John Oswin ? 

English Printers at Rome, none. 

I suspect many other inaccuincies, but cannot correct them 
with certainty. J. Lewis.” 


To the 

» OdokrC, 1740. 

The serie-s of Oxford Prinrers, I own, is a good deal giicss^ 
work: i ofiTejcd it only as such. If I remember ariglit, 1 have 
in the Life of Caxton given the best account I could, at this dis¬ 
tance, of the two earliest books printed at Oxford. It is in my 
opinion that Llic first Printing-press which the Univei'sity had of 
Jts own, was that given them by their Chancellor, 15S5 i tliat 
ibeir Printer’s before that time ivere honoraiy ones, like Lady 
Margaret's, the King's, ^&c, 5 and did neither live nor print at 
Oxford, except Hunt and Rood. But this is only conjecture; 
you are acquainted with men mucli more knewing and able to 
inform you in this matter. I cannot get you Mr. Randolph's 
book, but assure it is printed with Rood's types, and that they 
differ from those of 1478 , &c. 

Do not you mistake the New Testament for the Psalter, 
printed by Mychell at Cantcrbuiy ? 

I ani quite satisued wnth your reasons for not letting me see 
your MS Collections: they might likewise miscar^ i and 1 am sure 
I u'ould not willingly be rhe occasion of depriving the world of 
what has cost you so much pains, and treasure of time and money* 
But I hope, if I am then living, you will be so good as to let me 
see one or two of the printed sheets, that I may see your design 
and method, to both which I am quite a stranger. 

When Mi\ Ward's book is published, I hope you will send 
me mine in half binding, and leaves uncut, witli the price, that 
I may send you the monev. 

I should be glad to" hear that Dr. Rawlinson has got Lis 
book again, of the ^ Institution of a Christen Man/ and re¬ 
ceived my letter to Inm by the post. Pray do you know when, 
or 'ivhcther at all, we are lilie to have your friend Wise's Cabinet. 
It is intolerable so to trespass on the patience of his subscrihers," 

I do not think of any thing else at pi esent to say to you; but 
only for forms sake to tell you what you know aheady, ihat I am 
" Your faithful friend, and obliged servant, J. Lewis. 


To 
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To the tiame, 

Sjk, 

Caiidinal Wolsey had a great enmity to that useful *u't of 
Prilltingj so as to obstmct its progress at St. Alban's, where other¬ 
wise we should have seen many more books printed than wc now 
with all our searches had that there were. This I leani ftom 
* A Volume of Collections and Obser^^ations about the Original 
and Progress of Printing/ made by the late ingenious Blr. John 
Biigford j in the beginning of which volume we have an account 
of the books printed at St. Alban's, with something veiy^ remark¬ 
able about Cardinal Wolsey's enmity to Printing, and lus stop¬ 
ping the pi^ess at St. Alban's. Hearne's Glossary at the end of 
Langtoft’s Chronicle, p. 685* 

"The next year, 152*2, there was a Writ issued from the King 
to Archbishop War ham, to call a Convocation. It was summoned 
to meet at St, Paul's the 20th of April j but the Cardiiial pj‘e- 
vailed so far with the King as to dissolve that Convocation by his 
Legantine authority. Upon this he directed his mandate to 
Tonstal, Bishop of London, to bring the Clergy of [the Province 
of] Canterbury to St. Peters, Westminster* The mandate sets 
foi’th, ‘ They were to meet for reforming some abuses in the 
Church.' What was done upon this head is not known, the 
Records being lost* Collier's EccL Hist, vol* II. p* 17 , col, % 

N. B. 'J'he Cardinal’s supposed Letter to the Pope was about 
this timej since the Pape's Bulls for dissolving some of the lesser 
Religious Houses, as lie desired, was dated April 24, 1524, and 
March, 1725, Ibid, p. 1 £>, col. 1 . 

" By Bishop Fisher's Register it appears that the Blonasterv 
of Leesons in Erith was dissolved in 1524* 

" If Lord Herbert's suppobition be true, that the Cardinal re¬ 
presented to the Pope, that Pri/ifing could ?iot be put down, must 
it not be a manifest contradiction for him to propose to tlie 
Clergy to mppress Printing in time ? But there is ancJther mis¬ 
take in IVIr. Baker 9 account, viz. that the Cardinal held the 
Convocation in St. Paul's Chapter-house, whereas he held it in 
St. Peter's, Westminster. Fiddes, in his Life of the Cardinal, 
written to serve a party, says nothing of any such Speech of his 
to the Convocation, p. 300} nor Mr. Strype* 

" Archbishop Wake places this Convocation in 151S, but dues 
not mention any siich sjxiech of the CardinaFs. But Mr. Fox 
somewhere tells us, that a Priest at Croydon in Surrey told the 
l>eople in his Sermon^ ^ We must root out Printing, or Pnnting 
will root out us.* 

I meant no rejection on Bagford by having it engraved 
under Caxton's head, Bagford i?nj. i but 1 had seen the same dune 
by others, particularly under Wicliff's head, in the " History of 
the Council of Constance, B. Picort /nr* 1723 / The reason of 
which, 1 was told, was to shew that it was not done from anyoi i- 
ginal picture. But I am truly sorry that any thing 1 have pub- 
lished has given offence to his Lordship, or any one else. 

My' 
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i\Ty opiiu'oii of Bagfoi\l’?i writings was farmeri by my reailing 
bis Life of Caxton^—that he was a weak^ iftaecuratej and inju- 
dicioiis man, ami had not learning and knowledge enough for 
wliat he undertook. I saw w ith my own eyes in your copy of 
Gaston's Prologue to ^ Tlie Life of Charles the Greats' these 
words, * and also am bounden to pray for my fader and model's 
souls, that in uiy youth set me to scale' With the same eves I I'cacl 
these words of Bagford, * He (Caxtou) thanked God, that his mother 
had tang lit him to write and read/ Can any thing be tnove mis¬ 
represented ? Yet Palmer tells us, * that Caxtoii's (Hlucation was 
owing to his mother, and extended no fartlicr than to read and 
write;' whereas the expression, scttbig tn hchool^ includes the 
Gi'ammar, as well as the Writing and Heading Sehonl; and it 
appeal's that he undej'stood Latin^ French, and Dutch—acctnn- 
plishments which were not exceedetl at that time by iliose who 
were called learned. Bishop Fisher learnt what lie knew of Greek 
after he was turned of fifty. I took the liberty to hint this to 
you, that ytuj might not implicitly depend on Bagford s MSS. 
and tm ns cribe h is bl u nde rs and i naec u i ucies. J. Le w i s." 


To the same. 

“ Sir. Alergatei Dec, 10, 1740. 

1 am very glad to find that what I have w^ritten to you on 
the subject of your darling project is taken by you as it was 
meant by vie, 

i had not ended my account of Grafton above an hour last 
Saturday, before I received yours. You may compare them if 
you please, and use mine as you think fit. You have no occasion, 
in my poor opinion, to wander from your subject, and go out 
of youi' way; rather you should endeavour to liring your account 
into as narrow a compass as you can without obscurity. 

You need not be solicitous about the sight of Mr. UandolpU's 
book. You mistake in thinking it a peadiur book as to the 
manner of printing. The types are Rood's types ; and, if you 
can get a siglit of any book [irinted by him, you may satisfy your 
ciiiiosity, though 1 cannot see of what use it is in the History of 
Knglish IViruing, unless you intend ttJ embellbh your book with 
cojut's of the several types used by our old Printers^—a piece of 
needless expence in my judgment. 

I cannot gtv'e you any assistance about the names in your 
Statbmers' Charter. The Life of Caxton 1 desire may be my 
present to Mr. Anstis. I should liave matle it beibre, liad 1 had 
my ihoughls about me. 1 should be glad to see a Catalogue of 
your new purchase of old books of .Folm IMurray's, My opinion 
of (hose vou sent me you vvill find written in them. I thank 
you for sending Mr. Caslon's Kclure; 1 think I once saw iiim at 
Mr. Alotint's. The Picture is well done. Cannnr you get for me 
his S|>ccimen, ? and let me see once more Mr, Johnson's 
letter to you ? 

** Guillaum Faiupie 1 lake to bav'e been a Frenciiman. You 
inast lake care how you use Palmer's HislorJ^ He uas rt good 

P( inter 
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Printer but bad Histtuian, ig'norantj careless, and inaccurate. 
He did not, or could not^ take pains enotigh to examine things, 
and find out the truth. Some of his blunders are intolerable, 
and not to be excused. Have you seen any Greek printed by 
Sibei'ch ? in what yeai* ? 

" Wynkyn de Worde had no Hebrew^ types^ but was foiced to 
print the little he did print of it with blocks. Thus be printed, 
irj24, Wakelield, the first Hebrew Professor's Inaugural Oration. 

** I am afmid t'ou will find the your collections moie 

difficult than the making them. Jf 1 do not mistake, it requires 
a good deal of ienrning as well as judgment. 

You ohsen^e that GuiJlaum Fauques was Printer to King 
Henry VII. before Pynson. Hmv docs that appear^ If my poor 
Collection don't mislead me, the Mirror of Gold, &:c. w^us printed 
by Pynson, Printer to the King, 15D4. Palmer says 1503, in 
wliieh he styles himself King's Piintcr. But I tire you wilii my 
follyj and theiclbre I pray God be with you, and am 

Your true and affectionate friend, J. Lewis. 

“ Be so gotjd as to convey the three little parcels as directed. 
I woultl likewise beg the favour of your getting printed for me 
^000 oi the interleaved Catechism, on the same paper and letter 
wath the bound one. I reckon it mav be done for 13 or 145 . a 
sheet. I do not care wdiether the words of the Churcli Catechism 
be printed in the English letter or noj the italic, I think, will 
do well enough. It will not make quite four sheets in 1^3mo. 
I here will be ^vanted 17 reains of paper; if you w'ill please to send 
ine the price, I will order you the money * but pray get it as 
cheap as you can, wiiich perliaps ready money may have some 
hand in. The Printer will send the proofs hither; but, before 
you make an agreement, I should be glad to know the expence." 

Your feithful tViendaed servant, J. Linvis ” 


To the same. 

Mr WORTHY FrIEND, 

“ I am much obliged to you for your-s of the 15th, as I am fiu' 
all your kind letters and good offices, 

I do not vvonder at .so many ohl books being without thclv 
title-pages, since I find it has become a trade with those nlio 
call themselves yirtuosi thus to mutilate them. Mr: Thompson 
pive me a MS Latin Bible whicli somebody of this vicious taste 
has much injured by cutting out the llonrislied initial letteis, 

3 of the title-pages which you sent me belonged to a 
little tract tu defence of the Divinity of Christ, iirinted, as it 
seems to me, m King Edward the .Sixth’s reign, when it was 
German Anabaptists, who then came over hither, 
1 he tour-line verse which ends, ‘ quoth Antiquitv,’ is in Thomas 
Ca^ojgnes^Djctionar. Theolog. MS. in Lincoln College Library 
u\ Uxiord, nut varying from the print thus; 

‘Wit hath wonder that Reason cannot skann, 
riovv mndcr is maid, and Gnd is man. 

Leve 
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Love Reason, be 1 eve the Wonder: 

Belief liatli in as try, and Reason is under/ 
ttascoigne lived in Henry the Sixth's reign, and repoi'ls the 
words ^ls Bishof) Pecock's and his own, 

I Jiope Chilton lias some friend who lias more knowledge, 
judgment, and charity, than he. He is liere taking all o]>fjoi'tu- 
nities to defame me as using Danvers iUj because I have said, and 
printed, that his Treatise of Baptism b a veiy lying book. It b 
true j I know it to be so, and so do all men of learning wdio 
liave perused and examined it. CliiUon pretends to justify Dan¬ 
vers ;—he may as well undertake to wash a blackamoor Wiute, 
Matthew, I am told, has renounced his baptism about ten 
veal's, and been an exerciser among the Anabaptists about two. 
If our nierciiul High Priest had compassion on the ignorant and 
those who are out of the way, is it a shame to us to follow his 
example? or is it more wasting time which may he better em¬ 
ployed, than spending it on collecting title-pages, cdids, medals, 
&c.; a very vain and clnldish amusement, as is the common taste ? 
1 thajik you for remembering Mrs, Lewis, who gives her service 
to you, 

I cannot yet find of w^hat use Maittaire s Index, &c. is but 
that may be owing to my want of sense, and not being an adept 
in antiquities and rarities, 

I am better pleased with these lines on the urn: 

^ Hast, lift thy thoughts from ^eaitlily things 

To more substantial bibs/ 

The dispute between Crosby and me is not a religious but 
an historical one, Danvers and he would have it, that H'itclitf 
and the Lollaixls, the Britains, and Waldenses of Bohemia, were 
all against Infant Baptism, or Baptists according to Cmsby’s 
way of writing. It is as plain that they were not, as it is that 
your house is near the Hermitage, &c. Crosby has nothing to 
say to what I produced ft'om Witcliff's Dialogues, but that he 
might afterwards change his mind, and write against Infant 
Baptism. But by his (Witcliff's) mentioning in this very book 
the Onincil or Court Iield by Archbishop Courtney, May 138^, 
ii b evident that Dr. Witchff wrote this book not a year and a 
half before liis death. Crosby was pleased to say I had shewn 
my angnj talent; but, in a letter of thanks sent me by one un¬ 
known to me, I am complimented for writing with so much 
moderation, candour, and ingenuity, Chilton hasattcnijited tn 
disperse this libel of Crosby's here, but 1 am ossm'cd it has been 
rejected with great scorn, and Chilton himself rebuketl for bis at¬ 
tempt. I have been told that Mr. Burroughs and Fostt^ have both 
expressed tlieir disapprobation of it. But it amazes me to find 
that this very man has had encouragement to print four volumes 
of his ' History of the English Baptists,' wlucii is pi ojierly wliat 

lie 
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he calls it, his History. I hopt? there is not a n^aa ia England 
would wjite sucli another. 1 have read and exam hied volume Lj 
and am sure, if all other men are not liars, he is a very gi'oss 
one. Such is the nature of bigotry. But Chilton here cries him 
lip for a great man, and calls him Dr- Crosby , but my unknown 
Friend styles him a ^ Magisterial Pedagogue/ He is certainly very 
ignorant of what he writes about, and a very shameless, foul* 
mouthed writer ^ and In such an age as Gin's, of so much light 
and politeness, it is amazing to me that he should meet with so 

many paii ons. But Party and Faction --— 

** { have at several times, and with much ado, furnished out 
this long letter j Init I have too much reason to tliink that I shall 
not he able much longer to write to you at all- 

“ Crosby cells his Readers, that he cannot believe that the first 
clause of ilie ^^Qth Article of Keligion rightljJ and fairtij belongs 
to that Article, and that by some it is declared a forgery. Of 
tins I licre take notice, because 1 see Dupr^, in his preface to the 
book }OU lejit me, vvliich I now leturn, assei'ts the same, that 
this clause is inseriedf or foisted into the ^Otli Article. But the 
truth and plain matter of fact is this:—By the Convocation ivhich 
sat in i5(i9 the 49 Articles of Religion of 1553 were revised and 
reduced to S9, Among the alterations made in them, these words 
wrere added at ihe beginning of Article XX, ‘ Habet Ecclesia ritus 
statuendi jus, et in hdei controvei'siis autoritateni, quanivis/ 
Thus was this Article printed at that very time from the Register 
of Convocation by Reginald Wolf, the Queen s Latin Printer, by 
the Boj'al Authority at London, anno Domini 1563, In 1571 
these A nicies were again revised by tlie Convocation, and printed 
in English thus, ‘ The Cliurcli hath power to decree Rites and 
Ceremonies and authoritie in Controversies of Faith, and yet — 
of which there are four copies yei remaining, printed by Richard 
Jugg and John Caw 00 d, the Queen's Printers, 1571. In the 
unhappy reign of Charles 1. it wai objected against the prelates, 
that they had foisted in this clause to support their usui'ped au¬ 
thority. Archbishop Laud undertook their defence, and in a 
speech in the Star Chamber told the Lords who were then there, 
that he had sent la the Public Records in his OfFtce, and had 
under his Officci-s hand, who was a public Motiiry, returned to 
him the 90th Article with the afhrmative clause in it. This veiy 
paper is stiil praierved out of the plunder of Archbishop Laud's 
study, and in it are the very words exactly the same witli those 
in Wolfs printed Latin edition of the Articles nientioned above. 
Wlien ibis calumny was revived by ' Priestciaft in Perfection,’ 
17^30, an Answer was jjublbhed to it, at the end of the preface 
in W'hich was printed this Advertisement, " For the further satis- 
faction of all inquirers, there shall lie ieft in Mr. Wilkin’s hands 
^ [who then Jived at the Kings Head in St. Pauls Church Yard] 
three different English editions of the Articles, printed by 
R. Jiigge and /, Cowood, in the year l.^>71, ull containing the 
contested clause of the 90ih Ariielc.’ i have a copy of these 

A i’ticks. 
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Arlidt*s, ' Imprinted at London by the Deputies of Christ 0 phf’r 
E<frkert PnnttT to the JJueen's most excellent tVlajcsty j anno 
Domini 1593. Cum piivilegio RegUe Majestatiswith this 
clause^ ‘ Tise Church hath power/ j and tiie original certi¬ 
ficates of John Francis Racson of Ripple in Kent, and Jonas 
TayJer parson of Lympne, their reading them, and giving their 
full and faithful assent to them, written on the margin of tlm 
printed copy, and on a paper stitciied to it. This, perhaps, may 
lie of some use to you in your account of these Printers, Wolf, 
Jugg, Cawood, and Barker. I have likewise a Latin copy of 
these Articles i ' Londini, apud Johanctn Dayum T3^pogr!iphum, 
anno Domini 1571/ wherein this clause is omitted, and the 
Article begins thus, ' Eeclesiije non licet/ &c.; but it is a very 
incorrect one, and ^'aries in other things from VVolf's Edition. 

The Author of the ' Historical Essay/ ]>rintcd 17^4, to 
which Duprd refers, tells us that he has seen divet's original sub¬ 
scriptions of the Clergy to the end of those copies of the Edition, 
I57L without this clause, wlucli run in this or the like form, 

* Omnibus hisec Articulis libciiter ct ex aiumo subscribo,* 

I iiave likewise seen divers original .subscriptions, hut they 
run tJius: ' F do here subscribe to this Book of Articles of Rdigir>n, 
according to the equity of a Statute made A“ Elijah. Reg, 13. 
Mar. 8, 1593.^ 

*-his full and unfeigned assent, July 34, 1597/ 

'-his Articulis volens subscripsi, ultimo die Mariii, 1593/ 

'-Jiav'c given iherunto my full and faithful] consent, 1610^ 

1616, 1630/ 

I have seen an Edition of the XXXIX Articles in English, with 
the 30th Article as k is now, ' Imprinted at London by Chris¬ 
topher Barker, Printer to the Queen's most excellent Majesty, 
anno Domini 1586. Cum privilegio Regi<e Majestatb/ 

Here are two cui’ioiis title-pages, &c. * Ariicidi de quibvrj in 
Synodo Londinensi, anno Domini juxta Ecclesias Anglicanai com- 
putationein m.d.lxic ad tollendam opinionimi dJssenti^mem, et 
firmandum in verk Religione cunsensum, inter Arc hie pi scopes 
Episcoposque utriusque Provimdaj, necnoii etlam universuoi 
Clcruin convenit. Regia aiithoritate in lucem editi. londini, 
anno Domini m.d.lxii.' At the end, ^ Excusiim Londini, apod 
Reginaldum Wolfium, Regiaj Majestati in Latinis Typograplmm, 
anno Domini 1563/ 

^ Articidi de quibus convenit inter Archieplscopos ct Episcopos 
utriusque Provinciffi et Clcrum univei'sum, in %nodo Z^mdini, 
an. Dom. 1563 secundtlm computationcm Eeclesiie Anglicanse, 
ad tollendam opmioriuiii dissentionem, et consensuin in vcr^i 
Religione lirmandom, /Editi aiithoritate Serenissimac Reginae. 
Londini, apud Johan'em Dayum Typographum, an. Dom. 1571/ 

^ Catechism us , sive prima Institulio Disci piinaque Pielari# 
ClirislianBe, I^tinb explicala. Londini, in Oflicini Reginaldi 
Wolhi, Regiae iMajestati in LatinL lypogntphi^annoDoni. m.d.lxx, 
XVI Calcnd. Jul/ At the end, ‘ Exousum Londinij apud Kegi- 
VoL. IV* N naldum 
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naldum Wolfium, Regiss Majesiati ixi LatinisTypogi’aphum, anno 
Dommt M.jD-Lxs/ 

‘‘ ^ This inaner to lyve well, devoutly and salutarily every day, 
for all persones of nieaoe estate. Compyled by master Jolmii 
Quentin, doctour in divinitie, in Paris. Translated out of the 
Frenche into Engiyshe by Robert Copland, Prynter at London, 
More fieaibsime Virgin is Mari as ecu ndbm usum Samm, 1555/ 

“ This seems to intimate as if these * Hours/ ^5ec, or Salisbury 
Primer, was printed at Rhoan at Copland's expeneej as in 15^6 
Cranmers Bible was printed there at the cost and charges-of 
Richard Cai niarikn, cum privilegio. 

I kept no copy of the accounts I sent you of several of our 
Printei-s, such as I could pick up in my state of ignorance* 1 
have some faint remembrance that one of these w^as an account 
of Grafton, You know best what use you have made of it. 

If Catalogues are printed of Lord Oxford's books and MSS, 
pray send me one of eacli; atid, when you see Dr. RawBnson, 
give my service to him, and in my name wish him a happy new 


}ear. 

It is my simple opinion that, in the account of Grafton, there 
.ought to have been notice taken of the severe usage which he 
.had from the Papists, for his printing tlie several editions of the 
/English Bible in which he was concerned, 

“ Laurence Kellam is called sworn Printer to the English Col^ 
lege at Douay, 15.,, In 1(>04 he printed there, in Latin, ' Sacra 
Insututio Baptizandi^Matrimonlum celebrandi, Indnnos ungendi, 
t ke, juxta naum insignis Ecclesia; Sarisburiensis,*—P, 73 , is this 
1 emat kable rubric, ‘ Deinde in dorao inter luinbos marls, vet 
SA iper umbilicum muiieris, ita dicens/ 

You may return me the Register of Briefs. I find I do not 
j u igc right j but I will comply with none of the Booksellers' piu- 
po. '’ids, who seem to laugh at, and sneer nje, 

* '1 take a pleasure in serving you all 1 can. If you think 
pro| ler to send again your account of Grafton, and mine which 
I sen t to you, 1 will look it over once mpre; but it is still my 
opini 90 that letters patent, &c. should qot in such a wark be 
copiei 1 at length, but only the chief contents of them mentioned, 
and tl xe letters the nisei ves referred to in Rymer, &c. 

If' you should happen to meet with Dr. William Whitakers 
Latin \ Vorks, if folio, among any old bocks, jiray purchase it 
for me. I am told it has been bought for 5s. 

You! have long had it in your head that I designed to give 
an accou nt of the several Editions of the English Bible, and was 
so kind 1 xs to tell me of some which I had oniiitcd. I knew I 
had otuiU ed them, and many more ^ but it was no part of my 
design to say any thing of them, 

^ " The Holy Bible faithfully translated intp English out of the 

^authentical Latin, Printed at Downy by Laurence Kcdiani, st 
tlie sign of the Holy Lamb, 1609.* 

I sbourd be glad to see Dj\ Zachary Grey's Proposals for 
printing HiidSbras. Be 
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so kind as tn scikI me tlic following; patii|ihJet, ' Fi'lendly 

Advice to C-s M-n, [Couyeia Middleton] D. D. coneemiog 

the fourth edition of liis Letter from Home* and the prefatory Dis¬ 
course annexed to k* Sold by F, Needham^ Dookselier in Hol- 
boni, opposite to Gray's Inn, 

I you couid see among your curious acquaintance the 
first Edition of Fabian's Chronicle, It has been hinted to me that 
it is in being, in two %'olumes, and in verse, 

" Jii the Cotton Librai'V* Nero, C. xi, is a copy of Fabian's 
Chronicle* I wish 1 could have some time or other Austine's 
Proposals to the British Bishops copied from it. 

Yon see what a ratnbling letter 1 have written, just as thingii 
came into my poor weak head, 

I heartily wish to you and yours a liappy new year, and am, 
very sincerely. 

Your friend anti servant, d. Lewis/' 

“ SiK, IVndated.'] 

r am obliged to you for the account you have given me of 
the MS* in the Cotton Libiary* The copiy of the beginning of it 
which you sent me was long since printed by Mr* Wharton, witli 
some little variation from yours, occasioned, I suppose, by the 
Printer, Not only Di’, Smith, but Dr* Hlckes, Mr* Wanley, ajid 
Mr* Wlmrton, have given an account of this MS*, all whicli I 
kiieWj but this does not satisfy the enquiry concerning it; if it 
had, nothing ■would have been said of it, I beg leave therefore 
to renew my request, to hai'e a copy of the firet of the LXXI 
Lectures or Lessons of this Harmony, By the specimen you have 
given me, 1 see you are I'ery capable of transcribing it with great 
accuracy. But I do not know how to ask you to do it, consider¬ 
ing how your time is employed otherwise. Could you get it done 
for me, you would very highly oblige me, and 1 would satisfy 
the copyer for his pains. The gentleman on whose account I 
ask this is a German Superlntendant, and is veiy desirous of 
having this MS. printed, Jt is, I find, an Svo, one part ot which 
is pictures, w^hich belonged to some other book; it cannot, there¬ 
fore, be long; and could I get a transcript of it, 1 should make 
a present of it to him* But, in Ike mean time, I would fain liave 
a copy of the beginning and first Lecture, that he may the better 
judge of it, Mr, Wharton called it a Danish Version, but owns 
there are innumerable Saxon ivords in it, Hickes calls it a Danish 
Saxonic, and doubted whellier the language be French or English 
Teutonic j but of this the Superintendant will be a better judge* 

If you have an opportunity, be so kind as to desire Mr* 
Parker to send me one " Brief History of the Rise of English Ana- 
baptism/ folded in sheets* What will your Pnnter have for 
prinling 1000 of the copy f send you, on "the same paper, letteij^ 
and size, vvitli the Exposition of the Church Catechism ? 

** T thank you for the sight of your papers, and am 

“ Your friend and servant, J* Le\vis/' 


N 
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Dear Sih^ Mergaie, Jan. 19,1740-1. 

I aoi much obliged to you for yours of the lOth, The last 
letter that 1 had h am Mr. Page is dated Dec. 13. I sent him 
Lardner’s 3d volume of ' The Credibility of the Gospel History,* 
which by mistake was sent to me for the fourth, I desired him 
to send two or three pamphlets, particularly an Oxford Almanack 
for 17401 and should be glad to know if they are on board fllr. 
Baker's Hoy, ^vhich is frost-bound at Bear-key. 

“ When you go through Paul's Church-yard, be so kind as 
to call at Mr* Parker’s, at the King’s Head, and give my service 
to him, and tell him I hope he received my letter, wlikh I sent 
him lately, relating to Mr* Bull, and should be glad to know 
if he has received any money by the order of Mr. Franklin of 
Weymouth for my use. 

I lately met with the following paragraph, ' 1535. A new 
printing-press erected in the University of Oxford, being a pre¬ 
sent to it by their Chancellor, the Earl of Leicester*' The first 
hook printed there was a book of Ethics, intituled, ' Sf>eculum 

Questionum Moralium,’ by- Case, of this University, and 

dedicated by him to the Earl of Leicester, and Lord Burghley, 
Chancellor of the University of Cambridge. Wood calls him John 
CasCf Fellow of St. John’s, and his book, * Speculum Moralium 
J^uestionum in Universum Ethicam Aristotelius, Oxford, 15S4,' 
410. Case in 15S9 was Doctor of Physic. 

Pray give my service to Mr. Peck, When I saw him in town, 
1 well and gi atefully remember his great goodness and generosity 
to me, and wish it was in my power to return it j but njy being 
obliged, on account of niy age, to have a gentleman liere to 
assist me, cramps me niucli, and hindei's my doing many things 
which 1 have a heart and desire to do, 1 have now no books to 
exchange with him ; but beg the favour of you to subscribe for 
' The Memoirs of Oliver Cromivell,* and rcceh e of Mr. Page. 
I w'ill do my best to procure him what subscriptions 1 canj but 
I Hill so much confined by my weakness aad inability to travel, 
that 1 fear I siiall do him but little sendee this way* 

" If you happen to pass by a Fi ench Bookseller s shop, pray ask 
how many tomes there are in all of Abb4 Bannier’s Mythologie. 

"" I shall be glad, when it thaws, to see your head of Blake, or 
any thing else which you are so kind as to communicate to me, 
who am your hearty friend and obedient servant, J. Lewis." 

“ G o OD Si «, May 20, \ 741. 

I thank you for yours of the ISth, and my cousin docs !he 
same for the oddities you sent to her, 

I have returned your i>rooL on which you will sec I have 
made bold to scribble something which you need not mind. I 
have likewise added a hint concerning Printing iji Scotland. 
I am soiTv your price Is so great; I iiitcndeti to hiivn had two 
copies, but niust now content myself wHh one. 

^"1 do not at all wonder at the taste of both Town andCouniry 
being altered as to curious books, since both have been so much 

im posed 
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imposed upon by Hearne, vvho has exchanged his trash, libels, and 
ill-natureri Invectives, for our gold. This tj-eatnieiit was thus 
resented some years ago : ' Of all those writings given ns by the 
learned Oxfoid Antiquary [Bigot], thei-e is not one that is not a 
disgrace to letters, &c. Yet how set out 1—how extolled!' 

** Was I to see your Hbtory' of Printing before it is published, 
1 might, perhaps, find something to correct or add; but pray 
do not imagine that I think myself neglected because you consult 
others who are more cai}able of assisting you than 1 know myself 
to be. I am your friend, J- Lewis," 

^'DearSib, Jkne 13, 174L 

'' T heartily thank you for your care and trouble about the 
' Kxpositi/ which came timely enough. 

Your Life of Grafton I have perused with as much care and 
attention as I can. 1 wish you had sent with it my collection 
to winch you refers I could then, perhaps, have judged better of 
it If 1 have not quite forgot them, it seems to me as if you had 
omitted what I observed of Buchanan^s wrong and severe cen* 
sure of Gi'afton, which I think makes what you say of that mat¬ 
ter less clear and intelligible. But it is no matter5 lam not 
ashamed to own that I have not knowledge and judgment sufli- 

cient to write a Hbtoj'y of-- I may, perhaps, cany a brick or 

two, but must leave it to those who are better skille^l in building 
to lay them, and contrive the structure. I most heartily wjsli 
you good success to your own satisfaction, and the pleasure of 
your friends. 

1 should be glad to see the account you can give of Caxton's 
books, when it suits your conveniencybut i know very well 
that Mr. Anstb and John are much better qualified than 1 to 
assist you. 

Mv hearty service to Mr. Thompson*. I am almost in his 
condition. 

AW I can claim is honesty. 1 will never knowingly mislead 
you, but always endeav cnir to approve myself 

Your most faithful friend and obliged servant, J. Lewis.* 

Dear Sjk, Mergate, Juhj % 1741. 

It is with pleasure 1 see you take so well what I am sure was 
kindly and honestly intended for yrmr profit and advantage. 
Tliough I have reason to susj>ect myself, who am so much decayed 
in mind and body, and every day growing weaker, Mr. Maittaii e 
is right in observing to you the use which is to be made of Cax- 
ton's and others' Prologues, &c. We should not have known so 
much of Caxton as we do, had he not told us himself. But you 
will observe youi’self that Maittaire has not thought it proper to 
reprint these Pj'ologues, but only to extract from them what re¬ 
lates to hb purpose of history. For my own part, I .^ not at all 
expect to see your work completed. My dbsoiufion, d apprehend, 

* Afterward!! Sir Peter Thompson ; of whom see the Literary Anec- 
dotes, Yot V". p. 511, . - 

) draws 
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draws and may possibly be sooner than I expect; lioiv- 

ever I think it cannot be far off, I know Grafton styles hiniself 
Grocer and Citiscen of London, in those Memormli? of his which 
I\Ir, Stj^pe has preserved. He was, I believe, in the printing 
the fii-st English Bible, 1535 j and by the expence which ho was 
at about the impression of Matthews^ 1537, i»ust have been rich, 
rjQU/. being a great stim of money in those days. Stiype's and 
Palmer's account of tliose Editions are vcj'y false and confused, 

Arclibiblioj) Nieoison's and Palnier^s censures of his Chro¬ 
nicle seem too severe. Strype calls him a learned Ilisloriant and 

his Chronicle a goad HMotij. He was assisted by-Cain3, 

one of the best Antiquaries of that age. There is no autlioiiiy 
that 1 could ever find ftir Trevisas and Bishop Pecocke having 
translated the Bible into English, and this you would have known 
had you ever lead the History of the English Translation, It 
must be, 1 think, a fault to bo an implicit transcriber and pro- 
jiagatoi’ of cri’ors, a fault very common to our modern liters, 
particularly tiie famous CyclojjBedia, Palmer, Collier, &c, 

" John Bagford, in his Life of Williaoi Caxton, tells us, *^he 
thanked God that his mother taught him to ^viite and read, by 
wlncli he now got his living,' 

Samuel Palmer says, ‘ his education wiis owing to his mother, 
and extended no farther than to read and write, which he^ Caxlon, 
says, procured him a good mainrenance.' 

Caxton s own words are^ * 1 also am bounden to prav for 
my fader and moder's snule^, that in my yonlhe sette me to ^ole, 
by whiche, by the suiTeraunce of GchI, 1 gete my lyvynge, I 
hope truly.* Yet hoiv is Bagford cried up by Hearne I But thus 
is learning depraved and abused, and ignorance anil ill-manners 
propagated. You see 1 was misled by Bagford, as well as Palmer, 
it being out of my power to examine. You have not that plea 
to excuse you 5 nor cannot, 1 tVmk, jivstly pretend ignorance, 
with such good C(>1 lections and assistance. It appears Bagford 
either mis-read or misunderstood Caxton. He had the book, and 
yet, you see, has re-printed it wrong, and altered Caxton*s words 
and sense. Tins is too common with Authors of more learning, 
and perhaps of better understanding than Bagford, The expres¬ 
sion setting to school may imply Caxton’s havings a learned edu¬ 
cation ; however, I am sure ought not to be con lined to hb only 
learning to read and wriie. 

" When you know what money is due to me from you, yon 
will be so good as to inform me of the sum. Sly hearty ser¬ 
vice to Mr, Thompson. 1 shoukl be glad to know what he did 
wi:h my papers concerning the Antiquities of Dorset*.*' 

“It IS my opinion that you ought to be as careful not to make 
this work^O.f yDai'S too long, as well as not to naake it too short, 
ami that ydv\r account of Caxton may be much briefer by giving 
a short accQtmt of hUn^ and referring to iny^Life of him for the 

* A tar^e coficctioii of iht?st papers is now {ISm) in my posaesston by 
purchase at a I^Le sate, J. N\ 


account 
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account of books printed by Itim# only correcting my negligences 
and ignorances* But you know best* Time and experience will 
shew whose judgment is best* I pray God to preserve your health 
and iifej and am yoitrs, J, Lewis/’ 

Dear SiRj [17^0.] 

I tUTnlt I once mtimated to you that Cardinal Wolsey wrote 
a letter to the Pope to propose to him the supju'ession of the art 
of Printing, This I took from a book of Francis Bugg’s, which 
I cannot now find* He quoted for this piece of history Lord 
Herbert’s ^ Lite of King Henry VHl/ But since that time I have 
bought that History, and lind, p 147j ^dit. 1<3S3, where his 
Lordship’s words are, ^ The reasons represented to the Pope were, 
J suppose, of this nature:—That his Holiness could net be igno¬ 
rant wliat diverse effects this new Invention of Printing had pro¬ 
duced : for, as it had brought in and restored books and learn¬ 
ing, so it hath been the occasion of those sects and schisms which 
daily ajqieared in the world, but chiefly in Germany*—That Print¬ 
ing could not be put down/ This is very different from Bugg’s 
repi'esentation : I, The I'casons are. Lord fhrbirfs supposition, 
not the Car dinars leiler, 9, According to his Lordship's suppo¬ 
sition, the Pope could not suppress or- put down Printing; and it is 
inconisistent Hfith the CardinaFs love and encouragement of Jjearn- 
ing for Aim to desire the Pope to do it. Yet the late Thomas 
Heanie tells us that the Cardinal Bore a great enmity to this use¬ 
ful alt of Printing, so as to obstruct its progress at St* Alban’s ; 
and this, he said, he learned from a volume of ^ Collections and 
Observations about the Original anrl Progress of Printing/ made by 
the late mgenions Mr. John Bagford ; in the l>eginning of which 
volume %ve have an account of tlie books printed at 8t, Alban's, 
with something very remarkable about Cardinal Wolscy's enmity 
to printing, and his stopping the press at St* Alban’s- (Glossary 
at the end of Peter Langtoft’s Chronicle, p, 685*) 

II came does not say where this rarity is; perhaps you may 
heaFof It among Lord Oxford’s books* 1 confess J suspect some 
blunder in H&rnc’s account, and jjerhaps in Bagfoj d’s* At St* 
Alban’s was printed, in 1538, ' An Epistle against the Enemy of 
poor people.' I never saw it, and so cannot say any thing about 
it; but, if it was a reflection on any great man in power, the 
printer might possibly suffer for it by stopping his press* John 
Hereford, or Hertford, was the Printer, ivho removed to l^ondon, 
and printed there, 1546, or perhaps sooner* But the pi'inting 
this Epistle \vas not till after the Cmtlinars death, which happened 
Nov* ‘37* 1530, 

1 have no other design in being £o free with you than to serve 
you, by doing all I can to promote your credit and reputation* I 
take it that good sense and judgment, attended with care and 
aceumey in making and sorting a collection, suits every one's 
palate; and that they must have none at all who are delighTcd 
%vith trifles and play-thingSi fit only for fools and children ; such, 
for the most part, as Tom Hearne dished out .to his chaps, among 
whom I was so silly as to rank njyself. 1 can 
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" r can tnily say I never took ill any thing which ypn hare 
written to me j bnt heartily wi^b you well to succeed in the ex¬ 
ecution of your projects, I have not sense enough to see by the 
death of Lt>rd Oxford how much more, you arc likely lo make 
yuur account better. But time xvill shew, I do not iimlerstand 
what you mean by his having a love to sui-prize people with his 
vjLst communications, when you intimate, as others have done, 
that his Lardslii|) wiis t|iuLe uncommunicative of his vast and un¬ 
known treasure. Dv. Hawllnson tells me he knew nobody who had 
so free an use of bb Lordship's rarities as Tom Hearne, a sure 
pi'oof of the exactness and solidity of his Lordship's jtidgment: but 
H earnc answered, perhaps, his Lwdship's design of in:iking lhe 
world have a very great opinion of his Collections, and setting 
an ineslimable vulne on them ^ and this Heame attempted, but 
his daubing is, I Hi ink, too coai'se, and the smoke of his inceme 
troublesome and suffocating'^. It is said Bagford's papers are in 
his i^n'dsliip's Libmry ^ but they are good ft)r little but to mislead 
people, lb shew you I do not say this without book, 1 refer to 
my former hint, and add, that l^earne, in his preface to Uobert 
of Gloucester, boasts of a 4to MS. of Collections, made and 
written with his own baud, by the late ingenious Mr. John Bag' 
fonl. One of these is, ^ The New Testament, translated from 
the Greek by Delayne,' who was Librarian at St, James's, and 
is dedicated by him to King Henry VIII. and printed in 4to, by 
Jo. Mayler, 1540. Now, 1. This is notan English, but a Lititi 
translation, ^ Novum Testauientuni, in Tjuiinain Fhmsini traus- 
fusum/ 2. This is said to be done by ‘ B. Gakeruin Deloenum, 
Regia* Majestntis Anglicanae Biblioscopiinb Si> that all that b 
true is, that John Mayler jirinted it 1540. In the same paper 
tins ingenious man tells us, tlmt in the yetw 1540, Hie 
Hen. YHL a Convocation was culled, in which seveml Bishops 
were assigned to peruse the several Translations of the Nesv I’es- 
tament I ivhereas this Convocatiou met Feb. 16, 1542-3. But I 
believe 1 tire you. 

Coultl you give me a copy ef what Giafton has printed 
against Stow ? 1 am yours, J. Lewis.“ 

" Leak Sik, Sept. 6, 174'L 

“ I am much obliged to you for your care and exactness in 
copying the first and last chapters of ihc Saxoji * Hamumy of the 
Four Gospels.' 1 admire your .^ifreat dispatch and diligence} but 
am at a Joss how to reward or Tecomj>cnse it} 1 tlierefore wish 
you would let me know' what would be acceptable to you. 

I agree to the rriiiter's Proposals to print lOOQ copies of 
niy MS. for IL 13s. which shall be paid to him as soon as 1 re¬ 
ceive them } only 1 beg that 50 of iheiii in sheets be sent to Dr. 
Tliomas W'ilson, Rector of 'VValbroke, or Stocks Market, as n 
present to the Society for pit^pagating Christian Knowledge. 

I am in no haste, but hope to see the proofs. 

Hearnpanil Mr. Leivis wnre, if appears, accaisiotned la speak tlisre- 
spi'i-ihiUy at eaeii olher’s l:ibuurs; but pusierity has done justice to bodi. 

** Cannot 
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'^ Cannot you get tlte Chart wanting In my copy of the History 
of China ? lam, with great pleasure and sincerity, 

Ytmr faithful friend and servantj *h Lewis. 

“ Dear Sir, Oct. 4, 174^. 

I give you the trouble of this, to desire that when you hare 
an opportunity you will return tiie copy which I sent you last 
week, I have a mind to try if I cannot make it shorter, 

I beg the favour of yotir copying forme, from the first Edition 
of llndars Translation "of the New 4’estaincnt, the beginning of 
the hflh chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. 

“ What Uuo become of the late Earl of Oxford's Collection 
of MSS > 

“ 1 am your obliged friend and servant, J, Lewis.** 

Dear Sir, ' Fe&, Tj 1742-^1. 

I ha\e taken no notice of yours of lj>th ult, because 1 expected 
to see your ProposaU', ^c. Wlieu you send it, 1 beg the favour of 
your putting up with it your copy of the XXXIX Article.s, 15/5, 
and to infojTn me of the uicaiiiog of those words in your anlienl 
deed, ' Ut in mdem ecclesid din pienarius frater,' Wliat h t he 
oi plenarhis frater P 

If you have any other copies of the XXXIX Articles before 
159^1, I should he gUd to see iheuit 

I shall be always gbtl to do you any friendly office in mj 
pow’er, anti am ytmr friendj Lewis. 

ffSiR, 17, 1743. 

To yours of May 20, 25, which T did not receive till June 
13, I answer, that 1 am much obliged to you tor ytmr eiujuiries 
at the Temples, which I see have been atlemied with success. 
John Eyres of Hemsconibe was my gramUatlier, In gratitude 
to hts tnemot y, I have a mind to have liis picture, w'hitii 1 now 
send you, cngi'aven by Mr* Vertue, with the inscription enclosed. 
1 hope he will do it in the best manner, and he shall be [lunctualh' 
paid as soon as the plate is finishetl. You will he so good, i hojje, 
as to let me know his price, and give him a strict charge to take 
care of the j>icture. I h^V€ aliered my mhid about the piciUTC. 

1 have tlistributed all your Proposals, but with what success 
I cannot tell j'OU, 1 am obliged to you tor the print of Chi¬ 
chester Cross* 

" Etlher I do not remember what I write, or you misuniler- 
stand me* 1 never thought of your paying great or Hule regard 
to Tom Hearne. What 1 complained of was his discouraging 
Learning, by his imposing on the fan tors of it, and making them 
pay so dear for his childish toys and trines'** ^o 1 do not complain 
of the price of your book, but of the emptiness ot my own [>ockcr. 
You will see i have written in your papers some of my nonsense. 

“ If, before you publish, you tiiink it pi^iper f should revise 
your book, if I am then alive and able, I will willingly do ir, 

* Tftm Hffrrfie far from Upin|; m er pmd for lii'? laboriati': 

researches, when the limited iiunYl>ers which he primed are c0061(1*"ret!* 

There 
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There is a Sermon of ArclibishopTillotson'a, preached at the 
!\Iornii)g“ Lecture at Cripplegate before the llestorationj which 
is priaieci and re-printed, but not with his" Works: you will oblige 
me if you will send it to me* Pray do you Imow any tiling of 
Oldmixon s * History of ilie Ileformatiou V I a little wonder bow 
you catiie to (eil me, ^ that I should not think* because you con¬ 
sult with your friends that are at hand, therefore you pay the 
less J*egard to my jucigment.' I never did think so, and must 
have been very \\^eak and silly to have thought so* 1 have often 
told you, that I am not ia circumstances to advise and assist youj 
that I am near no library, iiai'e no learned friends or acquaint¬ 
ance within T'cach, of whom 1 can have any tile; but I have 
assisted you as well as 1 could, and it is Time must shew whether 
1 am I'ight or wrong. I am giad to bear you meet with so good 
encouragement, 1 am yours, J. Lewis/' 

Sin, 3Iergatef Juhj 1*^, 1743. 

I was highly delighted with the receipt and perusal of yours 
of the 7 c1l and wish you joy of the encouragement you meet with 
of a work which has been attended with so much cost and pains, 
and consumption of lime* 

“If what I have said to shew that the Old Englisli New Tes¬ 
tament which 1 printed has been conimonly received as Wlcliff's, 
is not convincing, I shall for ever despair of ever making out any 
thing. The observation thatTrevisa was the Ill’s!, appears tome 
weak and groundless. Robert of Gloucester, who lived ia 1965, 
used the word viawmed for an image; and Peter Langtoft, matB^ 
metrie. The Author of the Glossary to Chaucer observes, that both 
words are a contraction of Mahomed^ and signify a false God, an 
idol, and Idolatry* As to Wicliff 9 never using the word inaw- 
they were certainly in common use here above an hundred 
years before WiclifPs time, 

“It would be giving me some pleasure to see ami conveise 
with you and Mr. Thompson once more; hut 1 dare not hope or 
look it. 1 have put up witii this the ' Dissertation on Steals;* 
but believe tliis will not come soon enough for your friend* 

My cousin thanks you for your kind intentions; and lam 
“ Your friend and servant, J. Lewis," 

“Dear Sir, July %% 1743* 

“ T have again turned over the papers which you \\3s pleased 
to sCnd me, but have missed Mr* Anstis's letter; but it is no 
matter, I am no judge of the subject. 

I ne\‘cr doubted of your exceeding any v;ho hare gone before 
you in this work. You have given me much pleasure and amuse¬ 
ment in my solitude and confinement, for which I am very 
thankful, and much obliged to you* 

“ i hope you will not take it ill that I return you the six last 
Proposals signed* I have applied in your behalf £0 every indi¬ 
vidual of my acquaintance here who has a taste for books, and 
can spare money; and am sorry to tell you I have had no success. 

However, 


wa. LEWIS TO MR. AMES. iSj 

Hoii'cverj it gi\ es me no small pkasure to liear from yourself 
tliat you have as 7mich encouragement as you can well expect. 

** I anij with doe honour and respectj 

'' Your faithful frieod and unworthy sen^antj J. Lewis/' 
“Sir, 0 cl 27 j 1743. 

“ I thank you for youi^ of the 19 th 3 which I did not receive 
till the "26^1, and the print. 1 thouglit, as it seems you think 
of me, that you had some decree of iitcUnation to forbear. When 
1 returned your papers of Caxton and de Woide* I put up one 
of my jjoor scrawls with it, to lament my want of success in serv¬ 
ing you j but 1 never heard any more from you till now. 

You never ofl'ended nie with your alfair of Printing. H was 
always a pleasure to me to assist you, and will he a yet greater 
to hear of j our success. 1 thinh you have mistakeii in your Spe¬ 
cimen in asserting that Printing was tirst invented in 1457; and 
that the Printer of the ' Recueil' might probably be Caxton's mas¬ 
ter. You have printed Richard WhetchilJ; Muittairc—Whitehill, 
^vho had lus account from Mn Anstis. I have not Rymer. I 
take Joiiri Koelhoff of Lubeck lo have been Caxton s master. Re 
ju inted at Cologn, 1470j ^ Bartholo. de Proprietate rerum/ in 
which, probably, Caxton assisted. 

You do not tell me whether your History, be in the 
press 01 ’ not. I have been persuaded by some learned gentlemen, 
who were at our Bath last summer, to publish Proposals for 
printing Bishop Pecock's Life. If any of your accpiaintancc will 
encourage it, Mr. Page will give y^ou the Proposals. I intend to 
print no more than 550. If any of your History be printed, I 
should take it as a favour to see the slieets. 

" Fray give my service to the gentlemen who enquire after 
me. God knows where I shall be next summer. I am now con¬ 
fined by a ruptu!’e, and almost in continual pain. But God 3 
will be done. Adieu. J- Levvis.'* 

ti VVoRTHY Friend, MergaU, Nov. 18, 1743. 

" Having occasion to write to Mr. Page, &c. i take thi^t op¬ 
portunity to tiiank you for your kind and friendly letter of the 
9th, and your cordialnes.s and diligence in encoumging the pub¬ 
lishing Pecoek. if J could meet with a picture of him, Mvould 
he at the expence of engraving. I have a copy of Bishop LishePs, 
taken from an original of thdate Mr. Baker's. 

“ I do not exjiect any cure of niy present malady. It is a 
relaxation owing* to age and weakness 5 and 1 ought to be thank¬ 
ful it is no worse, for at present there is no rupture of the intes¬ 
tine : but there is tliis consequence of it, that I cannot walk 
without a good deal of pain, have been compelled to leave olf 
riding, and am a piisoner in mv own liouse, out of which j very 
seldom go but to Church, where I continue yet to officiate as 
well as 1 cm one part of the Lord’s d.iy. I thank God 1 do not 
fear to die. 1 can say, without boasting, i have feared the Lord 
from my youth, and my great end in living has been by any means 
to utlaiii the Ecsurrectioa of the dead. 


** 1 hoped 
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" I hoped oiir long* friemlship and acquaintance would have 
jiT'cvcjncd any fears in you of iny being otfended. 1 had much 
mure reason to sumilse that of yon, for my plainness and clowniah 
simplicity. But 1 do assure you that the MttJe, very littie, which 
I was able ti) contribute to your excellent design gave me a 
great deal of p]e<isure, to which an addition w^ould have been 
made could I have got you but a single subscription besides mine 
own; but my neighbours have no more taste for Learning than 
TEsop's dunghill-cock had of a diamonflj to which he preferred a 
barley-corn, 1 have not so much as given my Piuposals to any 
of tliein,^ 

“ I\lr, Maittaire, I know, has said that he knows of no impres¬ 
sion of any book belbre 1457 } yet he owns that it is not to be 
doubled but that hefnre that time a great many printed books 
were extant, Woulti it not then ha^e been better not to have 
said so pGsitively, ^ that the useful and invaluable Art of Printing 
\\:is first utceuled anno 1457?’ Kichelet’s account of this seems 
In hk; the truest. It is thus in Englisii ^ ' They who are most 
distlntcrestcd think that Straabnrgh is the veritable place of ks 
birth, and fix the date 1440. The most probable opinion is, that 
Gutteiiburg conceived at Sti^burgli the first ideas of Printing; 
that, not being able to accomplish that lAXirk, or bring it to per¬ 
fection alone, lie went to Mentz, wliere lie took for a 

paitncr, ami where they began their fii'st impressions with a 
Bible in 1450, and I'ully's Offices,' This account agrees in the 
main with our Julm I'bx's, Does it follow tliat, because Mr. 
Martial re never saw^ ibese books, there tore there never were any 
such ? But all this is set aside by the evidence of Caxton, the 
Kegister of the Garter, and Fabian, the former of whom tells 
us, Printing w'as at Mentz^ 1455 ; the other tw'o, 14,57. 

But if, as Maitlaire intimates, there were books printed 1457, 
the must have been before that time, Caxton tells us, 

in his Chionicle, ' that Printers of bookes were mighlily multi- 
]>ljed in Meiuz 14C0,* Is this likely if it was inrewfed but three 
years Indore? It was not so, 1 think, in Englandj where, in 
above MO yeais after the lirsl introduelion of Printing, Piintei^ 
were not multi])liod to above eight or nine. 

It seems 1 misimdmtood Dr, Hawiinson. I verily thought 
the first voluine w^as near finished at tlie press. It was this in¬ 
duced me t-o desire a sight of two or three of the sheets-, but I 
am jdeased to see that you act such prudent caution, and 
ilo not begin to ])riut liiL you have filled your subscriptions. 

It is no matter who was Caxton's master to teacli him the 
Art of Piintingj but might not the same PriiUej-have ditferent 
sorts of letters then as well as now t KoelhnfF seems to me to 
have printed Bartho, de Glanville*s book, who was an English¬ 
man, by Lady Margaret's encouragement ; and Caxton might 
by her connuEind attend to give his assistance, and learn the Art 
of Printing, But all ihU, nor any of it, may not be. 


trust 
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•'I tm?t you will excuse tbc length of this Kpistle. 1 was 
got into a humour of tattling and scribbling* but am very sensible 
1 write to one who has much more knowledge of these matters, 
than your poor idiolical and unworthy servant> J» Lew'is,” 

" Dear Sir* 1743-4. 

Having this opportunity by a neighbour coming to your 
town* to thank you for your two late favours* vis* of making 
me a partaker of your joy in being cliosen a Fellow of the Koyal 
Se>ciety* and copying for me the beginning of Romans V.from 
your Edition of Tyndak It would have been a most acceptable 
addition had you thought lit to let me know what things ol con¬ 
sequence now enijiloy your Society’s thoughts. 

** If you should happen to go by Mr. Mount’s shop* pray call 
and give my service to Mr. Page* and tell him 1 have written to 
him two nr three times, and to the Printer as oft* but have h^ul no 
answer * that I desired to have a feiv tnore Proposals for Pecock’s 
Life* and Dr. Leland’s 'Answer to Christianity not founded on 
Argument;’ to which 1 now add an accoimi of what I owe him* 
that 1 may pay my debt. 1 hojie you will give me some answer 
or other to this. 

''Pray what character has Bishop Tanner’s ' Notitia MunasticaP 

When you see Mr. Thompson* pray give my service to him* 
and tell him I am busy in the use of his papers; that I suppose 
he will buy Tanner’s ' Notitiai’ and* that if he docs* I hope he 
will lend it to a poor lover of Ijooks. 

“ I am much obliged to you for your kind and Irieiidly assistance 
in printing Bishop Pccock's Life. 1 Jiave* I think, about 130 sub¬ 
scribers, which I hope will defray the charge, and I do not desire 
any profit for myself. But, through the Printer's blimdcr* or 
mine* though he has had the copy above two months* but one 
sheet is yet printed* I wish I had employed your Printer. 1 his 
man is he who printed Caxton. 

Dr. Rudd* called here in his way to Sandwich* and brought 
me your service safe and sound; and made me a present of his 
book. 

" When you see Mr. Vertuc, pray give my service to him* and 
thanks for his kind and communicative letter; but* in my opi¬ 
nion* if that be the best authority for Bishop Pecock’s likeness* 
it is but a poor one. However* I have vvritten to a fiicutl at 
Chicliesfccr* to get that delineated for me ; and if he can, and 1 
approve it* I will desire him to engrave it to be put befoie his 
life. I thank you for your kind wishes for me* and am 

" Your aflcctionate friend and unworthy servant, J. IjE a is. 

" Worthy Sir* I^loTch 1^* 

'' If by our old friend you mean Mr. Papillon* jiray, when you 
see him* give my hearty service to him* aiid thanks for his kind 
present. If the Nymphs hare Ijccu trained up in the art or dis- 

* Sayes Rudd, M. B. a karned SchwloiasUr Aud Divine; oi whuiu 
some aceuunl will be hereafter given. 

Cl pi me 
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ciplinc of scoldingj they may^ according to the wise Son of 
Sirach, do as nnicii by their looks and noise to drive away die 
cncmv, as the Swains with their oaken-pipes and sheep-hooks* 
f hope Mr. Thompson has received the * Notitia Monastica.* 
I am glad I did not buy it* 1 sent by our hoyman, Covel, a MS 
Life of Servetus to Mr* Ward* I am sorry to hem' of his great 
loss, and his being so much aflfected with it* Time, I ho^, 
will heal the wound* Pray giv'e my service to him? and tell him 
that what gives him ]deasure is a pleasure tu me 5 but 1 can tlo 
no more concerning Poole till I have his answer to my queries. 

When you can spare Caxfun’s books which you mention, 1 
should be glad tu lia\'e the use of them foi' a w^ek or a fortnight. 
The primer, J* Morcj still continues to try my patience, 

I wish you a good journey to and from Oxford, and that 
you may esca)je better than when yoii id sited her Sister University* 
I am. Sir, your obliged friend and servant, J, Lewis.'* 
Deak SiH," ^pril 5, 1744. 

" 1 am much obliged to you for the use of this book, and hope 
soon to hear that you have received it safe* ] would add soiiie- 
w hat more, but 1 don't know how to write. My service to Mr, 
Thompson. 1 hojie he received the * Notitia Monactica/ which 
1 returned to hlni; ami am 

Your hearty friend and servant* J* Lewis." 

Beak Sir, April ^0, 1744* 

I have often ivondered at the strength of your patience, 
that it is not t'et quite woiii out with my incapacity to make 
suitable returns to those favours which you are constantly con¬ 
ferring upon me. You tell me my letter is short. Alas I my 
little stock is soon exhausted, and silence imposed upon for w'ant 
of something to say. 

** I am gbul to hear you and IMr* Thompson have receii'cd safe 
your valuable books. IV hen you see Professor Ward, pray give 
my service to him, and tell him I iiope he received my two let¬ 
ters concerning Isaac Casmbon and his son Merk. 

My opinion of Bagford's papers you know. He and Hearne 
were men of no judgment, nor scarce common sense. 

I am obliged to you for the sight and use of Caxton's Chaucer. 
It is the most valuable of all his impressions. It is a pity it is not 
collated by some accurate and judicious Scholar with MSS* and 
later prints. We have yet no good or accurate Edition of Chaucer. 

1 should be glad to see a more exact and accurate account 
of the Church found under-ground^'j mentioned in the Gent* Mag. 
for March last. 1 observed the inscription mentioned is wiatten 
in tile same manner with that which you was so kind to send 
me, fonn^l ojt a stone in the tower of St. George's, Southwark. 

1 iiave clone with Caxton. There is no encouragement to 
search after truth. Though it is so very jdain that Caxton was 
the til's! English Printer, and that the Lambeth Record and 
story of Corse! I is are forgeries; yet are they continued, I see, by 

^ Ai Mo Ilk ton Farley, Wilts. See Gent. Mag. vul. XIX. p. 13;?. 

the 
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the late Editor of Cave's * Il|stoiia Literaria,' Maittairc, and 
Seiz of Harlem. 

'Mt would give me a goc?d (leal of pleasure to see you again; 
but I do not expect it. \ grow weak in mhitl and ljo<ly: my 
poor cousin is an asthmatic., ^Vhat delight can any one take in 
visiting two such liviug and groaning trunks? But ! 

cannot come to you. r have thoughts, however, of going to 
Canterbury in VVhUsun week to spend a fortnight. How I shall 
come off 1 cannot even guess, but fancy I shall be glad to be at 
home again in my own licn-coop* 

'' I hope you will not complain of the brevitj^ of this epistle, 1 
have received the 7th sheet of Bishop Fecock's Life; the ivmmu- 
ing ones will, 1 suppose, be lioisbed by October next. 

My service to all friends. 

“1 do not think mvich of paying the postage of letters which 
come fi'om you. I am 

"" Your obliged and faithful ffiend J. Lkwis. 

Pear Sie, Sejd, 1, 1744. 

“ This, 1 hope, will find you 'ivell at your own house. Tlie de¬ 
sign of it Is to prevent your sending hither ^ Hickes's'Thesaurus/ 
of which I can make no use if J have it. Ever since you and 
your fellow traveller liai c been gone, I liave scarce been able to 
hold up my liead. This is the effect of nw jaunt to Ramsgate, 
£iC. J shall be glad to hear from you; but had almost forgot 
part of my enfant, i. e. not to have the SJd volume of the " IJistory 
of Norfolk.* Adieu. J am 

Your affcctionato friend and servant, J. Lewis/* 

Dbae Sir, ■ Jan. 13^ I 744 - 5 . 

I have alw'ays found you so exact and punctual a man, that 
I have been in tear of my MSS. which 1 sent to be bound, havhjg 
miscarried; but I hope you have detained them to send with 
Nickolfs Letters, &c. 

I have had lately sent me a little piece in Latin, called ^ A 
brief Historical Narrative of the Invention of the most noble Art 
of Printings at Haerlem/ It is dedicated by the two Printers to 
tJie Archbishop of Canterbury; who thank him for yielding to 
their jequests (o have his archives searched for the record men¬ 
tioned by Atkins, though to no purpose. Palmer tells us that 
the Earl of Pembroke had done so before. He takes for granted 
that Atkins’s fable is real history, anti tells the story very gravely. 
Til us are errors and false i eporfe pi oj^agated. 

I liave seen an advertisement of a book entitled, ^ I'Le Church 
History of England from the year 1500 to the year 1(?6S/ J 
should be glad to know what cliaracter it has. 

1 heartily wish you and yours a hapjiy new ycai^; aiirl am your 
truly affectionate and faithful triend and servant, J. Lewis/’ 

Good Sir, j^pril .., 1745. 

Y’ou have very highly obliged me by conimiinicating to me 
your late purchase. The former possessor judged right, that 
they are Tracts written by ;some of the Lollards. I am apt to 
think your coi>ies, though in different hands, might be ivritten 

in 
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in King Henry tlje EighUrs time, though 1 iim oF opinion that 
tlie Authors of them wrote them in the reign of King Henry 
(he Sixtii, wfieii tlje poor Loihmh were violetnly penmniteU by 
Chiciidy Archbisiiop of Caniurbury, and Alnwick Bishop of 
IVorwicli, 

1 thank yon for doing my requests to Mr* Parker* He has 
been very kitid to me in my distress about publishing Bishop 
1 Vcock's Life, a great part of the !5ubscribers to whieli have east 
me off, and neglected to take their books, so that 1 am like to 
Jose above by that }oh. Dr* Wilson, on whose gracious pro¬ 
mises f so much depended, seems quite angry with mc: so that, 
if Dr* Atweil iiad not proved a man of more probity, it would 
have been woi'se with me. But 1 have paid my loss, 

I am glad to licar our friend, Escpiire T'hompson, is so well. 
I have heard liiiu much aj>plauded for his uncoimUQji generosity 
and exact conduct. 

'Mt is always a great pleasure to me, in iny solitude and nielau- 
choly, to liear IVom so good and worthy a friend. Life is no\f 
become a burl hen to me, in which I cannot siiy J have any plea¬ 
sure* I can iieidier nrie mu' walk j and have scarce spirits enough 
to converse* An addition to tlijs labour and fatigue is the sad 
and deploj’ablc ease of my poor cousin, who now lies tormented 
witli a severe asthma, wliidi destroys the happiness of us both* 
But God's will be done* I Jiave and enjoy many blessings j and 
know by exjjencnce (liat a trust in Him, and submission to His 
pj'o vide nee, is the best support under all adversity* 

1 have sent you with tins the impression of an old Seal of (he 
Hfispital* of which 1 am I\1 aster* I beg you would get it engraved 
for me by one who is used to such work. It is |«etty plain, and 
I hope he will understand it by the written explanation of it. In 
it is represented the Virgin Mary, crowned, with the child Jesus 
in her left arm ; and underneath is Thonm Bracket, with his 
mitre on his head, and his crosier siatfin his right hand. 

I'he Sermon is like WiclifT's writing* * Jack upon Land' is 
pi lilted aiiioog Chaucer s woidts, and called " Jack Upland/ 

The Two Letters seem written in Queen Mary's time^ and su 
]>ci haps were the other two tracts j but 1 incline to think as before. 

“ I wish you would be so good as (o desire Mr, Thompson to 
send to Mv. Parker for four copies of Pecock's Lite, wbicli I de¬ 
sign tor presents to Mr. Derby of Poole, the Rector of Wareham, 
Mr* yoinncr, and Mr. Franckling of Weymouth, if he can convey 
them. And, when you see Mr* Parker, desire him to send two 
niorc fbj' presents to Mr. Jolm Bear, st>mewhere in Sussex, if 
livings and Mr, John OllyfFc, Rector of Hedgerby in Bucks, near 
Uxbridge, if he knows how to convey them. 

“ My service to i\Ir* Thompson and Mr* Nickolls, and to Com¬ 
modore Fairlax, to whom 1 desire you will give my thanks for his 
generous jirescnt of one of OliveFs Shillings, i am, dear Sir, 
Your aUbcliojKae friend, J. Lewis*" 

* He was Master Laitbritlge llospital, Canterbury, fruin JTlti till 
hii deadi, Jan* tti> 1 7 16-7* Gooi> 
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Good FfiiHNo, 


May 13 - 


"I inake ashift to hold up my head^ to thank you for your 
kind latter by Mr, Smithy and the Cacalogiie, If I could have 
Archbishop Ci^mer's Catechism^ p. bO, No, 1070^ 1 should think 
myself obliged, 

I thought myself very secure of not being a loser by follow¬ 
ing the advice of my friends in publishing by subscription Bishop 
Pecock's i^ife j and resolved to be no gamer. So I should have 
been, had t he s ubscribei's taken their books * B r. A t vvell * snbse r i bed 
for to, and for 42 for liis friends, and ordered the books to be 
sent to him, and paid Mr, Parker the money, Tlic Bishop of 
Asaph t subsciibed for six for lumself ^ but I do not see of 
the 25 which you intimated there are one half wiio have taken 
their books j and Dr, Wilson seems angry with me for L do not 
know what* But all this is nothing to what I fear is coming 
upon me ^ yet I trust in God, who has provided for n:ie from my 
mothers womb, that he will yet deliver me. 

It was not 1 who wrote the Inscription of the Seal, &c, I 
question the xeading Hospitii; but supposed it would be read iiglit 
by gentlemen who know tliese things better than 


Your poor unliappy friend. 
Goon Sib, 


j, Lfewjs.** 
Mergate, April 21 * 


Yours of the 14th gave me a great deal of pleasure, I thought 
it a long time since I heard from you | and was almost afraid 
Cliilton had put you quite out of conceit with me. It found me 
in good health j but I grow old, my sight weak, and my memory 
decaying* I never grudge to pay the postage of Mr* Anies*s letters 
to me, I am exceedingly obliged to you for the sight and perusal 
of Tyndafs first Edition of his English New Testament, Con¬ 
sidering what numbers of this Edition were burnt by Eisiiop Ton- 
stal's procurement, there cannot be many left. I have copied the 
Epistle at the end. 

I am a letter in Mr, Thompson’s debt* It will be the more 
kind in him to send me any papers which he has relating to Pool, 
'' My poor cousin is much aihicted with an asthma. I think 
you right in not buying Loi’d Oxford's Catalogue, 11 will be of 
no use when the books are dispersed, I am 

Your faithful friend and servant, J, Lewis.*' 

Dear Sir, Jan, 15, 

Yours of the 5th I did not receive till yesterday, I am sorry 
lo find by it that you had not then brought to you Maittaires 
Senilia, &e, which has been out of my hands ever since Christmas 
day; but I will enquire of the hoy-man after it* 

I think the advice of some of your acquaintance very good, 
to publish a part of your History, It may^ for ought 1 know, save 
yourself and friends some trouble and expence. You will then 
see whether others have the same opinion of it which you have 
yourself, and think it worth the while to employ so much time 
and spend so much treasure on it* 

• Joseph Atwell, of Exeter College, Oxford | M, A, 1713; B, D. IJ^S ; 
D, D, 1733, t Dr-Samuel Lisle, afterwards Bbhap of Norwich* 
Vot, IV* O ^^Have 
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Have yon rightly construed the Latin at the end of the St<- 
Alhan’s book? 1 take or perhaps SHgandi, to he the 

name of the aiilhor, d. in English, ' Here ends the hook of 
Moods of Signandus Albertus, printed at the town of St* Alban, 
in the year 1480/ But you are acquainted with men oF so much 
greater kiiowlege and learning than I, that you need none of my 
help. I will return your charter, wdiich you call a will j autl am 
“ Your friend and servant, Lewis. 


Hint's for Mr, Ames, by Mr. Lewis, 

George Bishop, In 1590 he, with Ralph Newberie, printed 
at London, ‘ Joann Is Chysostomi Archiepiscopi Constantinopo- 
litani Hoinilise ad populum Antiochenutn, cum presbyter esset 
Anliochiae, habitae, duae et vig'inti. Omnes, excepih pnm&, mine 
primtnn iu lucem editse ex MSS. Novi CoUegii Oxoniensis codi- 
cibus. OperSl et studio Joaimia Hai'inari, CoUegii propfe Winton, 
Magistri Intbrmatoris, Cum Latin A versione ejusdem Homili® 
decimae non as, quae in Lot inis etiam exem plan bus hactenbs desi^ 
derata est, BV 11 is dedicated to Sii* Christopher Hatton, Lord 
High Chancellor of England, and Privy Counsellor to Queen Eliza^ 
beth. The Greek types arc exceeding neat and elegant, and have not 
been outdone in beauty and elegance by any printer since bis time. 

** In IdOO he printed in quarto at his own expence, ‘ Britannia*; 
sive florantissimorum regnorum AngHse, Scotise, Hiberni®, et 
losularum adjaeentunn, ex intimA antiquitate Chorographka De¬ 
script io, Authore Gulielmo Camdeno, nunc postremb recopiita et 
inagnA acccssione post Germanicam editionem adaueta/ It u 
dedicated to the Queen, and printed in a most beautifid Koniau 
letter. At the end is printed a small tract of 30 pages, entituled, 

' Ad Lectorem being a defence of the Britannia from the reflec¬ 
tions made on it by Ralph Brooke, Esq* Yorke Hei'ault at Armes, 
in a booke entituled, ' A Discovery of Errours pubHsSied in print 
in the much commended Britniinia, 1594, very prejudicial to the 
Discentes and Successions of the auncient Nobilitie of this 
Real me.' Brooke replied to thb in 'A second Discovery of 
Errol'S/ 5cc* which was printed from bis MS* 1723* But it was 
observed by the learned and candid Editor, John Anstis, Esq. f 
' That there is no comparison ought to be made between these 
two persons, either with respect to learning, good nature, or 
morals. And, that it can be no reflection if-the latter, Mr* Cam¬ 
den, in the deduction of some pedigrees, which 'Was without the 
verge of bb design, might in his first edition be under some slips. 

In 1607 he, with John Norton^, printed another Edition of 
this fine book in folio, ‘ plurimis locis magnh access!one adducta, 
et Cbartis Chorographicis illustrata*' Whether he ]}rinted any 
books after this, I do not know ; but he styled himself, * Gracis 
Typis RegiBE Majestatis Typographus Deputatus and seems to 
to have got by his business a very plentiful fortune. 

The first edition of this book ivas in octavo, 1586. It was reprintetl, 
1594. ** ct seme! et iterhm, auctior in Germanii/' 
t Letter to Mr. Lewis, January 27, 1724'5* 

J He likewise printed with Luke ilarrison. " TliomaS 
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TTiomas Vautrollier., He printed at Edenburg in Scotland, 
and at London. At this last plaee he printed a hook of musick, 
15f5, in long quartOj with this title; Discantus, Cantiones, 
qiise ab argumento sacrse vocantnr, quinque et sex partiQm, Au* 
toribus Thom a Talllsio et Gnlielmo Birdo Anglis, Serenissimse 
Regineae Majestati a privato Sacello generosis et Organisds. Cnni 
privilegioj excudebat Thomas VautroUerius, Typographus Londi- 
nensb in claustro vulgb Black-friers commorans, 1575/ To it is 
prefixed a copy of Latin verses : * De Anglornm 
** In the dedication to the Queen, hot Majesty is complimented 
for her approbation of the skill in singing, and her ’^ying with 
the best artists in the elegance of her voice, br agility or nimble¬ 
ness of her fingers: ^ in eS. jam egreglb prdfecei is, et cum suminis 
artificibus comparata, vel vocis elgandSt, vel digitorum agilitate 
facile iHis promineas/ Penes tiie/'*] 

"" Printers omitted, 1 think, in the Catalogue, 

Edward Agges, 157S. 

William Breton, merchant in London, 1555. 

John Boteleb, 1526, Mr, Johjisoji had mentioned him 
this year; but I greatly desire the titfor he^^as one of the Judges ^ 
but cannot recover it, 7wr he neither, J, Ambs.”] 

Francis Biyckman, 1525. / kave^ and^^rnold Birkman**~\ 

'' Myghell Boyes, at Geneva, 1542; perhaps the same with 
Michael Woode at Roan, 1554, [“ / Aaye.”] 

" Richard Boyle, In 1593 he printed a Dialogue concerning 
the unlawfulness of playing at Cards- AViw to otc. In tv hat- 
volume 

Richard Bradock, 1598, BookseUer,*"1 

“ Gabriel Cawood, 1573. Perhaps the son of John Cawood. 

Fejj 072d bookseller,' 

Thomas Cadman, 1589, What book'"] 

“ IsuckCaen, at Dort, 1599. [“ What titk."] 

John Cook, 1584. Title "2 

Richard Day, 1576 to 1585, Perhaps a son of John Day, 
He calls ^ P. Baronis explicatio de fide, Londini, 1580, primiim 
Typogi'aphi fbetum, [“ J have several/'2 
** John Drawater, 1595, Thomas Dexter, 1596, 

“ Alexander Edmonds, at Basil, 1554, I have^} 

Thomas Este printed to 1600, Hrtt’c/'J 
Richard Fawkes, 1530, £ have the same year'*2 

John Fowler, at Louvaiiie, 1569, [“I have severalj mid 

his Jeuke,^'] 

“ Thomas Godfrey, 1520, ['^ f have but want 1520.*’] 

Thomas Gardner, 1577, Bookseller,''] 

Nicholas Hyll, 1525. iJare,"] 

" William Hoskins and John Danter, 1592. Have*] 

John Han'ison and Thomas Man, 1580, [" Have'] 

'' Anthony Hyll, 15SS, 

* The remarks in lialicSf betweeti crotchets, are added by Air. Ames. 

o 2 John 
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John Hanison, 1600, 

"Thomas Joyce, 1540. [" / want this 

Richard and William Jones, 1570» And iAis/*] 

" Hugh Jackson, 1576. 

** Adam Islip with George Eldo, 1601- " Hatjc."] 

" Jacobus Jamsevis, Edetiburg, 1574, [" ffave/'} 

"Anthony Kyngstone, 1548, 

" Richard Kele, 1547. 'nile."] 

" John Kingston, to 1583, 

" Felix Kingston, to 16^2, [" To 1637^^] 

Laurence Kellam, sworn Printer at Douaie, [" As 
Printer rj 159S. I want'*} 

** John Lyon at Doway, Have''"} 

" Ninian Newton. [" Have"} 

" 'Thomas Nelson, 1590, [" ff'ant"} Henry Nicholson, at 

Wesel, 1546. [" Have^] 

John Owen at Ipswich, 1548, [" Several I have of Oawen, 

but not spelt Owen,] 

" Thomas Puifoote, to 1609, And to 1637,**] 

" William Ponsonble, to 1598, [" —- 1637/*] 

" John Perin, 1583. 

" John Boss, at Edenburgh, 1579. For want of Greek types, 
lie inserted the Greek words m writing* [" Hatred’] 

" Robert Redman, 1523. [" Pray, the fti^e/'] 

" George Robinson, Latin and French, 1586. 

" Elizabeth Redman,! 540, wadow of Robert Redman. [" Have."] 
" John Raynolde, 1580. [" I have ^ofrie/*] 

" James Robarts, to 16CX). 

" Robert Robinson, to 1594. V* Perhaps the son of Georet 
Ro&inscft."] 

“ Anthony Scholoker at Ipsw'ich, By hia name he should be 
a Dutchman. [" A scholar"} 

" Robert Stroughton, 1546, 

" Hugh Singleton, 1548. Gabriel Simpson, 169L 
" Peter Tra^eris to 1531. £" Before and after.”] 

" Thomas Thomas, M. A, Cambridge, 

" Robert Wyer^ 1510. 

Richard Wyer, 1535. Perhaps Roberts son, 

" Henry Wylies, 1570. Richard Webster, 1578, 

" Robert Winter 1554, John Windet, to 1606, 

" Richard W^atkins, to 1592. 

Robert Waldegrave, Edenbnrgh, 1591, London, 1600. 

" John Wolfbj to 15^. Perhaps the son of Reynard Wolfe 
[** is there any evidetice 5’*'] 

" Edward IVhite, 1589, 

“ Simon Waterson, 1590. 

Jane Yetsweirt, to 1597, i A are/*] 

These memorandums I only propose as hints, which I sup* 
pose you will be able to improve by your Collections, an advan¬ 
tage of which I am rendered destitute by my privacy > and, being 

dest it uti; 
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destitute of the advantage of books and learned conversation^ 
excuse, I pray# my ignorances and negligences* 

Thomas Eate, or East, printed as assignee of William Byrd# 
whose patent extended to ruled papers* About 1609 he called 
himself Este, Snodham; and printed Music by the name of 
Snodhamjassiguee of William Barley, who was assignee of Thomai 
Morley in 1612, and afterwards, but not assignee, in 1613 and 1 624, 

“ Giles Thorp, In 1609 he printed at Amsterdam for the 
English exiled Barrowists there, 

" Nicholas Moun* 1 know notkbig o/*”} 

*' Hans Lutt at Malbrowe in the land of Hesse* He seems to 
have been a German ^ and to have printed for the English Refu¬ 
gees m King Edwaid the Sixties time, I haue,”] 

" Christopher Barker, Deputy of the Queen's Printer, 1599* 

** Richard Carmarden, In 1566, printed at his costs the Holy 
Bible of Cranmer s translation at Rouen, in a large folio on hoe 
paper, with the black letter, But query—was he a Printer or 
Stationer ? Perhaps onl^ a gmilemanP‘\ 

'' Robert Redman. He succeeded ' Pynson in his shop 
and business about 1535* How docs that appear ?’*] 

Richard Jugge. At the bottom of the compartment round 
the title, ‘ Certain Sermons appointed by the Queen's Majestie to 
be declared and read,* printed by dugge alone, 1587, is represented 
at the right corner a Cupid, holding in his right liand the letter 
R, and an arrow in his left. In the middle, in an oval, a pelican 
feeding her brood of young ones, and in the left corner a wood# 
ivith a bird percliing in it, and over it InalabeliuGGE. The 
word JtLgge signifies to compose, to rest, as a bird docs when he 
gets on his perch, or goes to roast, 

John Windet, 1^6, 

** The method which 1 believe I should take, were I to write 
this History# &c* would be: 

I* To give a general History of Printing, and the several 
regulations of it from the first introduction of it, ^e* ^ 

^'II. To give as jjaiticular account as I could pick up of the 
several prinlei's, and the most notable books which they printed, 
'Mil* An Index of the Printer's names. [*' Much as 1 proceed; 
hut how can a reader, without ait Inde^ of books or subjects^ Jind 
tvhat he wantsi or whether any of our Printers have printed it or 
no/’] It is no matter whether he can or not, if he cannot come 
at the books, or does not know where they are* 

Ralfe Newbery, In 1601 he printed at London, ''The Annals 
of England, faithfully collected by John Stow, in a thick quarto* 
Again 1605^ and 6, 

'‘'John Richards* At his ex pence was printed at Rhoan, by 
Martin Morin, Liber festivalis, 1499. [“ Penes iMe,”] 

“ 1 heartily wish you may have health and life to finish this 
undertaking to your own credit and advantage, and the pleasure 
and good-liking of all your friends, [" Amen "*] 

" Your fi iend an d ser v ant, J, L e w i s / * 

Mr* 
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Mr. Gbohqe Vektue to Mr* Ames* 

SiK, Monday^ Sept, S. 

'^According to your desire^ I have here inclosed the short note 
f mentioned to you at the Society, concerning a Printer who first 
introduced Printing at Norwich. 

“ In 15fi5 many strangers from the Low Countries came and 
settled at Norwich cityj masters, workmen, and ser^panls had 
her Majesty’s Letters Patent, to work and make all sorts of woollen 
manufactures there j men, %vomen, and children, about 39S5. 

Tliis was encouraged by the Mayor and Sheriffs of this City, 
who waited on Thomas Duke of Norfolk at his palace there, and 
consulted about such orders as was necessary to regulate affairs 
concerning strangers settling there, and having the freedom and 
liberty of the city granted to them* 

Amongst these strangei’s, the Ail of Printing (1570) was 
now introduced here by Anthony Solen, Printer, one of the 
strangers, which was so well approved of by the City, that they 
presented him with his freedom. (See Liber Introit* Alien. 
Anthony Solen, Pryiiter, jurat. Civ. 1750. Blomefield’s Hist. Norw. 
vol. H. p. Slo.) Perhaps he may help you to some further ac¬ 
counts of Solen from the City books* 


Mr. Ames to Mr. George Vertue* 

Good Sie, 

I think myself highly favoured by your kindness, and return 
my humble thanks, I did your commendations to Mr. West, 
\vlio desires to retui’n his service to you* 1 think I had a short 
sight of those papet's you sent me at my fi'iend’s, the Rev, Mr* 
Widmore, at Westminster, and made some observations then; 
but now I find some notices had escaped me, which by your favour 
will be better performed. The quarto book is an alphabetical 
index to some larger work Mr, Bagford had collected, but now, 
I suppose, got into several hands. The most I have seen of them 
together are now with the Countess of Oxford: but his^ under¬ 
taking had no bounds j and if he had lived till now, could not 
have made a perfect work! My late friend Mr. Thomas Baker 
gave me a small parcel of papers he had left of Mr. Bagford’s, 
Dr. Rawlinson and the Rev, Mr* Lew'ig of Mergate others, with 
other friends about town. These communications, j oined to my 
own Collections, incline me to hope it may be worth the sub¬ 
scriber's notice 1 shall be glad, wlien you come to London 
again, of the honour of a visit to see my CoUection of Antiqui¬ 
ties, which 1 know you are a lover of. 

"" May this meet you in health is the wish of your most faithful 
and ob^ient servant, J. Ames.” 

* I have added many to the Catalogue of books printed by Caiton, 
Winkin de Worde, and Pinson, and observed several other Printers not men¬ 
tioned by any before me in my assigned time. I have two or three prints 
to convey to you which you must not deny* L Ames, 
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THE REV. SAYER RUDD, M. D. 

Tliis eminent Divine was orignally a Dissenter, 
and a member of the Ba]jtist Meeting-house at 
Maze-pond, Southwark. He completed his educa¬ 
tion at Leyden, where he graduated in Physick; and 
appears to have first settled as a Minister, in or about 
1716, in Glass-house-street, Westminster. From 
that place he removed, in 1725) to the charge of 
another Baptist Meeting-house at Turner’s-hall, in 
Philpot-lane. He was soon after invited to take the 
pastoral charge of the Society in Devonshire-square; 
and, to facilitate his compliance, the two Societies 
were united, thenceforward to assemble at the latter 
place, which was publicly recognized June 27 , 1727- 
In 1733 Dr. Rudd resolved on making a tour to 
France; which being disapproved by his Church, he 
went without their permission, and the connexion 
became dissolved. In the same year, after his return 
from France, he was invited, on the death of Mr. 
Edward Wallin, to preach, as a Probationer, in the 
Meeting-house at Maze-pond; which he did for a con¬ 
siderable time, and in 1736 was on the point of being 
chosen Pastor; when, some suspicions arising as to 
his religious opinions, he frankly avowed his Un’- 
tarian sentiments; and relinquished* the situation, 
A new Meeting-house was erected I'or him, by a 
few steady adherents, in Siiow’s-fields, where he had 
not been settletl above two years before he lost h:s 
principal friernl and [latroness, Mrs. Ginn. 

The frequent disputes in which lie had been en¬ 
gaged with his Brethren in the Ministry, and tlie 
discouraging state of his own small Congregation, 
putting him out of humour with the Dissenters, be 

* During Ills intermission fi'om llie Ministry, Dr. Rinitl was 
engaged in jiui-suits of a more intiarnniable nature; for, it, appear.! 
that, in November 1736, Dr. Rudd, a Dissenting Teacher, ivas 
tried for selling half a pint of Coles-water; anti that lie produced 
his diploma as a Physician. But, it not being fine Geneva," 
said a punster, “ he was sentenced to pay lOOi.' 

turned 
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turned his thoughts to Conformity. This step he 
took ill 174^; and about that time opened ap Aca^ 
demy at Deal in Kent, an occupation for which his 
talents seem to have well qualified him In the 
same year he was presented, by Dr, Potter, Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury to the endowed Chapelry of 
Walmer, in that neighbourhood; and in 1755 ^ by 
the same Patron, to the Vicarage of Westwell in 
that county. He died May 6, 1757 * 

* His Works are, 1. A Funeral Sermon for Mri. Martha Clarke, 
who died June 14, 1729-30, preached at DevonBhire-sqimre-— 
2. An Elegy on the Death of the Rev, John Noble, 1730,”3, A 
Poem on the Death of Thomas HolUs, Esq, 1731,—4, A Sermon 
on Hie Death of Mr, Matthew Madden, preached in Devonshire- 
.square, January 16, 1731.—5, An Essay towards^ a new Expli¬ 
cation of the Doctrines of the Resurrection, MiHeniurn, and Judg- 
jiieiit; being the Substance of several Discotiraes on the 20th 
Chapter of the Revelation of St* John, voL L 1756,—6, Thi'ee 
Letters to the Calvinistkal Board j the first remonstraUng on the 
Difference subsisting between that Body and the Author, tvith 
Proposals for an Accommodation* The Second, containing im¬ 
portant Reflections on the Minute received from those Ministers, 
ns an Answer to his first Letter* And the last, occasioned by 
their uncharitable and false Insinuations, concerning the Author's 
Application to the Quakers, and his Attempts of Conformity to 
the National Church, 1737*—7^ Two Anniversary Sermons, for 
the first of August, 1736 and 1737.—S* A Funeral Sermon for 
Mrs, Elizabeth Ginn, who deceased June 11, 1738, in the 601h 
year of her age*—9* The Mediator; an Anniversary Sermon at 
Snow's-fields, 1738*—10. Six Sermons, (from JohnxviL S.) on the 
doctrine of the Existence of Christ's Human Spirit or Soul, 1740, 
8vo,—11, A Defence of the Plain Account of the SaciBrncnt of the 
Jjord's-supper* Anon, 1741—12, A Sermon preached at WaJmer, 
July 12, 1752 , for the Society for Propagating the Gospel.—13. A 
Negative to that Question, Whether is the Archangel Michael our 
Saviour? explained and defended. An Argument designed to prove 
the real Humanity of Christ, To which arc annexed. Observations 
for illustrating the Doctrine of those Appearances under the Old 
Testament whicii are generally termed Angelical t Together with 
a full Interpretation of such of those Narratives as are particu¬ 
larly referred to by the Author of the ' Essay on Spiiit." In a 
Letter to the Right Rev. [Dr* Robert Clayton] the Lord Bishop 
ofClogher, Svo* 1753,—14* TIPOAFOMOB: or. Observations on 
the English Letters, Being an Attempt to Refoiiu our Alpha¬ 
bet, and regulate our Manner of Spelling, particularly in such 
words as admit the Aspiration* Written oj’iginally for the Use 
pf Messrs* Norris and Randolph, 1755. 
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Letters of Dr. Richard Rawljnson. 

TLo Mr, Ames. 

"SlHj London Houser June 19, 174!. 

" 1 send you liere some Printers from Mv. Bromcj who hegs 
one of your Greek Inscriptions; but neither he nor myself thiuk 
we send you any thing new, though at last you see his good in- 
tentions, as also sometimes those of, SiVj 

Your humble servant, K* IL 

" John May lor printed 1545. - 

" John Herford printed at Ijondon 1544, 

Anthony de Solemyrne printed at Norwich 1570, 

Hans Luftet Luft, at Marleborow. 

“ J. Vautrollier, at Xondon, 1588, 

Anthony Solaker printed at Ijondon, witliout Aldersgatc. 

“ John Siberch, said to be first printed at Cambridge 15^11, 
Thomas Davidson, King's Printer at Edinburgh, temp. 
Jacobi 

William Powell, N. T. printed some of Andrew Borde s 
Works. 

Thomas Este printed 1598. 

Hugh Jackson printed 1576." 


To the same. 


Srn, 


'' That I am not wholly unmindful, let the enclosed convince 
you; and that I would be more/ you maybe assured, if I had 
time, and could spend more haul's than those for t!ie public 
libmry will. Amongst Bishop Tanner's MSS. is a bundle of about 
a pound weight, pail of Mi'. Bag ford’s papers; they are inti rely 
fragments, and indigested. There is a copy of two or three 
pieces he published in some monthly books. Here is a proof Lord 
Oxford did not swallow up all. My Mother Oxford University and 
Hadcliffe's Libraiy ojjen their arms, though the former dare hardly 
breathe aiiy expectations of \vhat must come; but she has friends, 
who have money, if they can be persuaded to imprison them in our 
Radcliffe’s gaol. 1 hope on the 24th instant to enquire 
after your health. I am now in the Bodleian Library, where I 
cannot find a better piece of paper than this, and one watches at 
my elbow to take it from me, so that I can add no more th^ 
that I am, this 13iii of October, 1741, yours, H- K." 

Tanneris AISS. vob CLVIIL page 109. 


' Reasons proving that the Universitie Charter auihorizeth their 
Printer to print Grammars, Schoole-books, and such-'like. 

Indorsed by Archbishop San croft. 

' A Breefe of the Cause iur the Printer of the Universitie of 
Cambridge, that they may print Grammai-s, &c.’ " 

'I. The Charter of Henry the Eighth gives power to print 
' omnimodos libros per Cancellarium Universifatis vel ejus Vices 

gerenlem, 
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gerenlciTij et tres Doctores ibidem approbates^ vel in postern appro- 
bandosand this grant is confirmed by Act of I^rliament^ 13 
Eliz, and by his Majesty's Charter^ 20tb of his raigne. 

rIL Their learned CounceU have alwayes aEbimed unto the 
Vice Chancellor and Heads of Colleges there, that their Charter 
was soe to be taken, that by it their Printer might print any 
books soe allowed, notwithstanding any Patent ad imprimtndum 
soBm ; and that a general grant for printing all books so allowed 
is not taken away by a particular graunt to one to print it soliSi 
except the gimint have in it a special derogation from tliat ge¬ 
neral graunt, non obstante privilegio Unwersitaii CantabTidgi(S 
concesso^ 

'III, According to their opinion, their Univei’sitie Printer 
hath ever since their graunte, and since there have been pnvate 
Patentees, ad imprimendum solum^ divers tyrnes printed such 
priviledged books, upon allowance made by the Universitie, as 
J^egate of the Bible and Psalnies, against Robert Barker, about 
or 30 years past i and your Petitioner the same about seven 
or eight years past. And upon debating the matter at several 
tyrnes, the Patentees ad imprimendum solilm were feine to com¬ 
pound with the University Printer, but with this clause, tolvis 
semper Uteris patentibus /dcademice concessis, 

' IV. The Patent to Mr, Norton, granted about six or seven 
yearn past. Before that time there had been contestacions between 
the Universitie and the Patentees ad imprmiendum solum in this 
very point; yet Mr, Norton could not obteyne such a speciall 
obstante privUegio UmversUatis in Ills Patent, which likely might 
have caused the Universitie to have forborne allowing this booke, 
when they saw such a speciall derogation of tlieir owne authority j 
\vhich being wanting, they might hope their special Patent and 
priviledge was Intended to worke no prejudice to the Universitie. 

' V, The Universities graunt is for the general gootl of tlie 
ivhole kingdomei no man receiveth hurt by it, Mr. Norton 
anti the Company that have combined with him to bringe the 
printinge and sale of all vendible bookes to their Company are 
hindered only in their unreasonable and unconscionable gaines, 
which they make by fheir excessive prices of all tlieir priviledged 
bookes^ for your Petitioner will sell these bookes which he print- 
eth (being as good a letter and paper, if not better than theirs) 
a thirtl paile cheaper than theirs are now souMe for, and he is 
ready to shew they may be so afforded/ 


Page no. 

‘To the Right Ilonble. Edward Earl of Clarendon, Lord High 
Chancellor of England. 

‘ The humble Pei it ion of the Printers to the University of ' 
Cambridge^ 

' SlI EWETH, 

' That, upon your Petitioner’s humble Petition to his Majestyr 
in August last, tile matters in difference between bis Majestye’s 
Printers and your Petitioner, was refeiTcd to your Honour. 

^ That, 
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^ That, upon your Lordship's hearing the cause the 5th of 
September following, it pleased your Honour to direct that both 
parties sliould meete (if they could) to agree about altciing of a 
certain Order of the Council Board, made in April 1629, to bee 
{by your Lordship's good favour) recommended to his Majestie's 
Council for their confirmation- 

‘ That, upon the meeting of both parties accordingly his 
Majesty's said Printers declineingc to treate thereupon, indeed to 
admit of any other debate reasonably tending to a mutual accom¬ 
modation ; but their proposalls tended only to the ruine of your 
Petitioners, they being such that, if the Law should determine 
the business against them, would be more to their advantage, 

^ May it therefore please your Lordship, considering the bookes 
under restiuint are lawfully licensed to be printed by your Peti¬ 
tioners, to give them leave to finish the same, and for the future 
they shall forbear to begin any new impressions, other than such 
as the order of the CounceH board of 1629 doth allow; or giunt 
to your Petitioners leave to defend their proceedings by the 
common law, they humbly hope they have not tiunsgressed, 

^ And your Petitioners, &c/ 

^20 JfiJT. 1662, 

^ Since no agreement is yet made between the Petitioner and 
his Majesty's Printers, I will, as soon as my health will give me 
leave, move his Majesty to hear the cause himself: but in the 
mean time I cannot consent that the impressions should goe for¬ 
wards; but all things rjiust remaine in the state they are, till his 
Majesty's farther pleasure be knowne, Cl/vrewdon, C/*' 


Page 111, 

^Cambridge hath liberty of comprinting with the King's Printers 
find Company of Stationers these priviledged bookes following : 

‘ 1, The Bible in the midle folio and quarto, of all letters, 
without restrainte of numbers, and the Singing Psalmcs to be 
bound with them, 

^ 2, Grammars, 3000 every ycare, 

' 3, All otber school bookes, so many as they can print with 
one presse. 

' 4, Almanacks (such copyes as are brought to them) without 
lestiuynte of number, 

* Yet about three years since they entered covenant with the 
Londoners to print but 500 reames yearly, whereof they should 
reserve so many as would serve Cambridge and the countreyes 
thereaboutes, and the Londoners should take the rest of them at 
a price- This covenant ends at Christmass next. 

In every reame are 500 sheets ; so, where, 

' 3 sheetes go to an Almanack, there arc in eveiy reame 166. 

<2,, .... . 250. 

* I .. ......500- 

^'Indorsed: * RecepL Sept. 12^ 1634'/' 

Page 
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“ Page im, 

* To the Reverend Dr, Saner oft. Master of Emanuel College. 

' Revekeno Sir, Xondon, ,,., 3, 166^, 

' After humble and hearty thanks for your singular kindness 
and civility when with you, which is and ever will be readily 
acknowledged. These will inform you that, while we attended 
you at Cambiidge, out of sincere respects to your Universitie, at 
the very same time a Petition was presented to my Lord Chau- 
cellar from your Printers, the contents wdiereof, and Im Lord- 
sliip's order thereon, will appear by the inclosed. Whether such 
jiractices are either to the honour or advantage of the Unii ersity, 
we submit to your Grace's judgment. Had this been the first 
mistake of this nature, it were the more excusable; but it is ob- 
served that, when Mr, Hills and Mr, Cutler were waiting on yon 
at Cambridge with liis Majestie's Letter, then was the first Petition 
and order thereon obtained, which had only the effect of a restraint 
to this day, and there is so much of justice in it as to demonstrate 
the ill success of such practices. It shall not be our business to 
aggravate j we leave the reason of it to you, with this remarijue, 
that tJie University are still entitled to actions of this nature* 
whether by their privity or not, we will not dispute. This accooipt 
we took ourselves obliged to give you (on the behalf of the King's 
Printers), requesting your best construction, since it is very well 
intended by your most obliged humble servants, 

^ Andrew Crooxe, Joshua KmTOjtf. 
Tho. Newcomb. Hek, Hills'.*' 
Tanner's BISS, vol, CCCXXXVIIL page 13, 

' I have made search into the Registers of Con\'ocation from 
the year 1647, and no where find that any contract, covenant, 
or bai'gain, since that time, was made between the Convocation 
of the University of Oxford, and the Master and Keepers or 
IVardens and Commonalty of the art and mystery of Stationei^ 
of the City of London. But on the 30th day of Blarch, 1636, 
by vertue of an Indenture agreed upon and sealed between 
the said parties, the University did farnie out their privilege of 
printing Bibles, Lillie's Grammars, and such other books as they 
might, could, or ought to print, to the said Stationers, for the 
term of three years, at, upon, and under the yearly rent of 300/, 
gf current money of England, payable at the Feasts of the Aiinmi- 
tiation of the blessed Lady St, Mary the Virgin, and of St, Michael 
the Arcbangeil, by even and equall poitions j which agreement 
by indenture I find again renewed, August the 13th, 1639, where 
it is also mutually covenanted, granted, and promised between 
the said jjarties, that, at the expimtion of the said term of three 
years, they and eitlier of them sliall and will renew, continue, 
and then make such and the like amicable composition and 
agreement, and upon such termes, rates, and proportions, 
iu the said Indenture is contained and expressed, for soe long time 
after, and tint ill it shall be reasonably agreed on by both parties 
to relinquish the same. 


'The 
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* The last pa}'ment of the ftaid SOOi, was iimde to Dr. Prieaux, 
Lord Bishop of Worcester, in his Vice-ehancenorship, which was 
m part of they ceres 1641 and 1642 ^ and from that time till the 
4th yeer of Dr. Owen*s Yice-chaneellorship, which was in part of 
the yeeres 1655 and 1656, it appeares not upon the Register 
of the Vice-chancellor's accounts, that the said Stationers made 
any payment of any sum of money to the University. About 
which time Dn Wilkins (authorized, as I conceive, by the Dele¬ 
gates) made some kind of bargain with the said Stationers, whose 
arreares then amounted to the summe of 1600^.; in Iteu and full 
discharge of which recited summe the said Stationers paid only 
50^ and soe the remaining arreares (being 1550^.) were extin¬ 
guished and left out of the Vice-eliancellor's accompts foi’ some 
time, since which accompt of Dr. Owen, it appears that tl^e said 
Stationers paid 60Z. per annum to the University ; but tliat any 
such agreement was ordered by the Convocation, non Uquel. 

* In tlie second yeer of Dr. Conant's Vice-chanceiiorship, which 
was in part of the yeeres 165S and 1659, the old ai'reai'es due to the 
University are fiiUy stated^ and before the Delegates allowed those 
accompts, they caused this memorandum to stand upon record : 

^Memorandum .—^That whereas in the arreares of the Stationers 
of London there are extinguished 1550^. which has not been 
allowed by Convocations j it is not intended, by the allowing this 
accompt/legally to acquit the tenants, but to expresse how the 
accompts stand upon that supposition. Ben. Cooper/' 

' Dr. Owen executed the office of Vice-chancellor of Oxon live 
yeeres, and entered so many distinct accompts into tlie PLCgister 
for that purpose. His fii'st, second, and last accompts are not 
subscribed by the Delegates. To his third account subscribed, 
' Dan. Greenwood, Robert Hams, Hen. Langl^', Gr. O'lven^ 
Ra. Button/ His fourth accompt was allowed by six of the Dele¬ 
gates, whereof Dr, I^angbaine and Dr. Zoueh were two that sub- 
cribed them.' 

Page 13 L * July 7, 166a 

* Agreed upon between the Delegates of the University of Oxon, 

and Mr. Henry Hills and Mr. John Field, Printers. 

^ I. That the University farme out their privilege of printing 
Bibles to the said Mr. Hills and Mr. Field for four yeeres, com¬ 
mencing from Michaeimass, 1659 } they paying to the University 
the sum of SO^. per anumiij to be paid quaiterly as heretofore. 

ML That the said Printers be engaged to sell their Bibles, 
tfix. octavos at 2$. 6d, and duodecimos at 2s* per booke, uulesse 
they shall satisfy the University that the prices should be altered. 

' IlL That, if it shall happen in the mean time the Printing of 
Bibles shall by authority be laid in common, whereby this pri¬ 
vilege shall become useless, that from thenceforth the said Printers 
shall be free from this engagement, 

* The agreement above written, betu’een the Delegates of the 

University of Oxfoid, and Mr- Henry Hills, and Mr. John 

Field, was ratifyed and confirmed in Convocation, July the 

9th, 1660, Dr. Conant being then Vice-cijancellor. 

tesfor, Ben. Cooper, Regist. Uiiiversitat Oxoii-' 

^'Honoured 
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“ Honoured Sir, London House^ Jul^ 1750,^ 

This design of Knight, for the re-buiJdiag of Ijondon, 1 found 
amongst the papers of Mr, Secretai7 Pepys. The plate^ engraved 
by Mr. Vertue, desires acceptance froni:, honoured Sir, 

“ Your humble servant, R. Rawlins on/* 


[Dr. Rawlinson communicated to the Society of Antiquaries an 
old Painting on canvas of the S. E. prospect of Philadelphia, from 
the River, by William Cooper, painter* with refei'ences to the 
several places. It is 7 feet 9 inches long^ and 1 foot 9 inches broad* 
At the one end ai^e the coat of arms of Sir William Penn, and the 
other that of the Colony of Pennsylvania,] 


Letters of Mr. George Ballard *. 

To^ the Rev. Francis WisE f. 

'■^Honoured SiH, Cumpden^ Sept.2G, 1730- 

After luy most humble service presented, with many thanks 
for the favours I received at Oxford, I most humbly desire your 
opinion of a Coin I have sent. It hath been the only puzzling 
Coin I ever met with: it has been communicated to all the sldlful 
of my acquaintance, and can meet with no satisfaction concerning 
it. But knowing your penetratmg judgment in those matters, 
J have been bold to communicate it, in hopes of a discovery, 

1 have lately met with a few coins, some of which I take to 
be pretty rare. One of them was found at Campden. It is a 
plated Coin of Sept. Severus ; the Obverse somewhat obliterated j 
the Reverse indifferently fair, with this Inscription: ^ Fundator 
Pacis, Severus velato capite togatus, ut sacrls operaturus) ut 
pacator orbis, OUvse ramum gestans concerning which Mr, 
Gale hath given this Note: * This rare and valuable Medal may 
as w^ell relate to Britain as to his Easterne Conquests, to which 
it is ascribed by Mezza-Barba, Witness as from Spartianus it 
may be made appear* A very fail* silver one of Nero, with this 
inscription ; * Nero Caesar Augustus.* Reverse ; * Augustus. 
Augusta, Dum iigurse stantes, alia I'adiata, dextra pateram, 
sinistra Hastam puram, alia dextra Pateium, sinistra duo Cor- 
nucopis/ Occo (if I do not mistake, for I have not the book 
now by me) has given a Dissei’tation upon this Coin; also a small 
brass Coin of Tiberius, with this: ‘ Ti.Cmsar August! F. Imperat. V/ 
Reverse : ^ Rom. et. Aug. Tempi uni cum diiabus Victoriolis in- 
stantibus Columnis auguralibus, cum Palmis et CoroUis in ejus 
Prospectn.' Likewise a small brass Coin of Delraatius; ‘FI. 
Del matins Nob. Caes,’ Reverse: " Gloria Exercitus. Duae figurae 
Mill tares, dexti'is Hastam, sinistriB Clypeum, in medio Signum 
Militare.' Ex. P, L, C. (Ex. not. in Occo-) 

• Of whom see the Literary Aiiectlotes/' voLlI. p, 466. 
f IbldjVol. V. p. S?7* 


'' The 
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The last I shall trouble you with the mention of is a very 
fair Medab stamped in remembrance of the Spanish Invajiion. 
It has upon one side four supplicants upon their knees, with tiib 
motto: ^ Homo Proponit. Deus Disponit* 1588/ On the other 
side, a large ship distressed ^ or, as it should seem, one of their 
great gallions (finely represented considering the time), with 
her fore-mast broken, and this inscription: ^ Hispani fugithi, 
et perea't nemine seque'te/ I take it to be very rare j for, though 
Camden and Speed mention several struck upon this most remark- 
ble occasion, yet none of them are exactly like mine; though 1 
do not know whether you will think any of them valuable or 
scarce, having every thing of this kind in such great jdenty; as 
what we esteem a curiosity, with yon is of little or no value* ^ 

I have sent three paper’s concerning King Charles the First* 
In one of them (which 1 take to be a transcript from the King's 
original paper) the King piously withstands the proposition of 
abolishing Bishops, &c* If you think the papers any thing curious, 
oj’ worthy 3 'OUJ' acceptance, you may please to keep them.'—should 
be glad to be infoi'med w hether you met with the Coins in ih- 
shire, or not, I greatly repent my not buying the Harry the 
Seventh's shilling j for, upon examination, 1 find they are extremely 
rare. Holinshed knew of no such things but (toL i IT) ex[jressly 
mentions Harry the Eighth to be the first that coined shill mgs; 
but I am satisfied of the contrary, as well from what I have seen, 
as from Mr. Stow, who gives us to understand (folio edition of 
his Annals, p. 484 5 and his Sui'vey, p- 47-) there are some coined, 
but with a note that they are extremely rare, 

I could not get the Julius 1 mentioned, iiie ]>erson that owns 
it having promised it to ftlr. Roger Gale* J humbly desire an 
answer concerning theGoin as soon as com'enient oppo it unity 
shall serve. Which is all, in great haste, from. Sir, 

Your most obliged humble servant, Gbohge Ballard. 


To Mr. Joseph A&ies* 

Sir, Campden, Aug, 15, 1732* 

I did not receive your iettei^ dated at Oxford, Sunday, 4 
o'clock, till Thursday following, at nine in the morning, at which 
time 1 found you had left the town. But, -if notice had come 
time enough that I should not have seen you at Campden, you may 
assure youi'self (my value for you is such) that 1 would have made 
you a visit, had the journey been much farther than what it was* 
1 am very sorry you could not think it worth your while coming 
to Campden, being so very near. I am apt to believe you would 
not have repented vour journey, for that you would lia^e betteied 
yourself in the way of Coins' and, perhaps, have been greatly 
pleased with the sight of some curious books. 1 remember, when 
1 was with you in London, you had an obliterated Coin of Tibe¬ 
rius in brass (given you by Dr. Kennedy), which you seemed very 
desirous to have mad eout' Since I came borne, I have met with a 

well- 
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well-preserved Coin of the same impression \ and; ia turning over 
a curious Author, I met with a very elegant Dissertation upon it; 
which; because it is so veiy satisfactory, shall be here subjoined r 

' TI- C^SAS, AVGVSTr, IMPEEAT* VI1, RgV, EOM. ET AVG., Rom® 

et Augusto. Templum cum dupliei Victori^l quae columnis insis- 
tunt, Palmani et Sertuin gestantes; hie nummus in honorem 
August! signatus, siquideoi is nunquam sibi templa soli passus 
est poni, nisi adjeeto Romae nomine, nam quod Sebastianus Krizxo 
sibi persuadet, Tibeiio eSse dedicatum, to to coelo aberrat, vel 
Suetonio credat, inTiberio, cap, Templa famines, Sacerdotes 
decerni sibi prohibult; etiam statuas atque imagines nisi permit- 
tente se poni, permisitq' ea sola conditione ne inter simulachra 
Deorum, sed inter oj'namenta asdium ponerentur, Scio ex Tacito 
const are Asise civitates Tiberio decrevisse templum, quod Smyrna 
sedificatum fuit; sed illud non Romae et Augusto, sed, decrevere 
Asiae urbes Templum Tiberio, inatriq' cjus as Senatui. Sic eodem 
libro Tacitus, Per idem tempus Hi span ia ulterior mis&is ad 
Senatura legatis oravit ut exemplo Asise delubrum TiberiOj luatriq' 
ejus extrueret/ 

** I have not as yet met with any good account concerning 
your little book, wrote by Dr.; Moulton ; however, 1 do not take 
at to be near so ^ntient as you suppose it to be; for, from several 
observations I made, I cannot conceive it to have been printed 
earlier than about the middle of Henry the Eighth’s reign, 

“ i should be glad to be informed (if with modesty it may be 
desired) whether you saw Mr, Hearne or Mr, Wise ; andw^hat 
curious MSS, you viewed over in the Bodleian Library* 

I hope yourself, your spouse, and little daughter, are all in 
health, humbly begging pardon for my rude jumbled stuff, which, 
with my most kind respects, is all in great haste from, Sir, 
Your most affectionate humble servant, Geoege Ballaeu. 

" I desire the favour to convey the enclosed to my cousin 
Thompson*’* 


To the same* 

Deak Sia, ^ Campden, Jpril 23, ir33. 

1 I’eceived your kind letter, together with your present of 
Brooke, aZm Brokesmouth’s Errol's in Camden, for which I re¬ 
turn you many thanks* I had wrote to yon sooner, but that I 
waited for an answer from an ingenious and learned friend, to 
whom (among other things) I had communicated a copy of the 
draught of the Urn and inseriptinn you sent me ; and upon 
Saturday last I I'ccclved a most obliging letter from him, in which 
was the following account of the Urn ; ' As Inscriptions upon 
Urns are rarely found, that give any light to History or Chro- 
nologj^ or any otlier useful part of learning, so I have made 
those less my study than any other part of Antiquity; I may say 
not at ail. I have seen some upon broken pieces of potteiy-ware, 
that have been ploughed up in Roman Stations (and I suppose 
those upon Urns are of Httle more consequence); they seemed 
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only to express the name of the maker, who was generally too 
inconsiderable to be remembered any where but upon his own 
works. As to the first part of your Jmcription, I suppose marc 
VP M0, may mean maegvs vlpivs magister. I cannot be sure 
of the last word, nor can I guess what giiii means j perhaps 
other persons who have more leisure may hit upon it. If any 
one should think it rather the name of the owner, I will not think 
it worth while to dispute it with him, &e. 1 am very sorry and 
stmngely surprized to hear the bad news of the death of Dr. 
Kennedy^, who certainly was a person profoundly skilled in the 
knowledge of medals ; and had, 1 believe, the best collection of 
Roman coins of any private gentleman in the kingdom- I should 
be glad to hear how he has disposed of his coins * I hope he has 
given them to some public repository; thinking it very indiscreet 
in any person that has been at sucli infinite pains and expence 
in pi'ocuring those curious and valuable remains of antiquity, to 
suffer their collections to be sold and dispersed about piece-meah 
I am mightily pleased to find you design coming into the 
country this Summer. I hope you will order your affairs so as 
to stay a week at Campden* I impatiently expect every day from 
a frienrl a copy of the Letter which Mr, Fox wrote and sent witli 
his ^ Acts and Monuments of the Church f a present to Magda¬ 
len College in Oxford ^ a copy of which 1 will send you as soon 
as I recierc it lam, Sir, yours, &c. Geo, Ballard.'' 


To the same. 

Campdejif Jm.l% 1733-4. 

" Since I wrote to you last, I have communicated the inscrip¬ 
tion on the ivory whip-handle found at St, Alban's, to that pro- 
found Antiqiiai'y Mr. Hearne; and he is of opinion that it is not 
older than Henry the Fifth's time, and that the Gislebert de 
Novo Gastello may have been descended from one of the Gbleberts 
in William the ConqneroFs time. Novum Castelluni he believes 
was in France, and that this Gislebert, mentioned in the inscrip¬ 
tion, took his surname from it. The true reading on the Veru- 
lam Urn he takes to be ' Marcus Ulpius, Marci filius and con¬ 
jectures it to have been done about the Emperor Diocletian's 
time. I hai'e lately had an otld inscription communicated to me 
by a gentleman of Litchfield, said to be found on a little colnmn 
in Lincolnshire, which I here send you : 

KEE 

POJTT 

HISS 

JDE, 

If you never saw the inacription before, and do not know 
the true meaning of it, in my next letter you shall have it ex¬ 
plained, I have oiet with Jittie or nothing in the way of Anti- 

^ Thh was a faUe report, as Dr. Kennedy dhl not die till ITtiO. See 
the Literary AnecdoteSj” vol. V, p. 451 j vol. VI I, p. *213. 

VoL. IV. P quitie^ 



210 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


(|uities since I wrote to you last. The only book I have met with 
to please me is Mr* Burton^s ^ Anatomy of Melancholy. It is a 
book so fall of variety of reading/ saith Mr. Anth. “k Wood, ^ that 
gentlemen who ha%'e lost tbeir time, and put to a push for in¬ 
vention, may furnish themselves with matter for common or 
scholastical discourse and writing/ I mention this hook because 
I think you have it not, and would recommend it to you as very 
entertaining and curious. The only thing you will dbhke in it 
is ill the preface to the Reader, pp* 71 j 7^* There have been 
several editions of it, but mine, which is certainly the best, is 
in fob pr. 1660. 

1 should be extremely pleased if you would favour me with 
an account of your journey to Cambridge, and whether you were 
with the celebrated Mr. Thomas Baker of St. John s College, 6tc. 

I must beg leave to put you in mind that you have received 
two lettei‘s for one j and hope that you will make me amends by 
sending me a very long epistle, which will infinitely oblige. Sir, 
Your very humble servant. Geo- Ballard. 


To the same. 

Good Sir, CGnipden^ il/oy 23, 1737t 

“ As I could convey a note to you by my cousin Tomson 
without expence, I gladly embraced the opportunity of returning 
you my best thai'iks for your last favour; and recollecting that 
you are a great admirer and preserver of old inscriptions, I here 
send you the copy of an ancient and valuable Runic Inscription, 
as it ^vas taken from a veiy large gold ring, found near Harwood 
in Yorkshire, and communicated to me about six months past 
by a curious young gentleman of Magdalen College, Oxford. I 
can meet with no one that has skill enough in that obsolete lan¬ 
guage to explain the inscription; but in London, I suppose, 
you will meet with several that are thoroughly skilled in the North¬ 
ern languages that can explain it ^ and if you should you will 
veiy much oblige me with their sentiments about il. Some time 
ago i was informed that you had purchased the MS papers of 
the incomparably learned and ingenious Mrs* Elstob*. I shall Ik 
glad to be certainly informed that her invaluable papers are io 
such a careful hand) being, with all imaginable respect. Sir, 

“ Your very humble servant, Geo roe Bollard/' 


To the same. 

'' Sir, Campden, June 29, 1737. 

" With more than common satisfaction I received your com- 
nuinicalive letter, being highly pleased to find that the ingenious 
and industrious Mr. Lewis has been so laudably employed as to 
write tlie Life of Mr* Caxton j a performance w^hich, I think, 
cannot fail of being highly acceptable to all true lovers of learn¬ 
ing. Mr. Bagford was formerly engaged in such an undertakings 
which I think he finished, but whether ever published 1 know 

* See ** Literary Anecdotes/* voL IV. pp. 112-140j VI. p. 255j Vil. j). ISL 

not. 
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not; and my late learned and indeMigable friend Mr. Hearne 
had gleaned together many materials proper for such a perform¬ 
ance, The papers of the former, as i am told, are in the in- 
Taluable Library of the truly noble Earl of Oxford 5 and those of 
the latter in the possession of the very worthy Dr, Mead. If 
Mr, Lewis has not already consulted those papers, I think it 
highly requisite he should before his perforuiance goes to the 
presst since in all likelihood he may meet with many things in 
those papal’s that may have escaped his notice, that will greatly 
illustrate his commendable performance j and 1 dai'e believe he 
may have free access to those papers by the least application to 
cither of the worthy Proprietors, I shall be glad to be informed 
whether the work will be published by subBcription, and if so, 
what the money will be, and how T may convey it to him, I be¬ 
lieve 1 can procure some subscribers among my friends this way, 
" I am very much pleased to understand that you have pre¬ 
served the papers of Mr* and Mi's, Elstob. I cannot imagine bow 
it came to pass that she did not preserve her own papers, which I 
I'eally thought she had had in her own possession. 1 should take 
if extremely kind if you would oblige me with a short account of 
those papers, and whetlier Mr, Archdeacon Wilkins made use of 
Mr, Elstob's Collections in his edition of the Saxon Laws, a book 
which 1 have not yet seen 3 and in return, if it will be acceptable, 

I will send you a complete Catalogue of all his works, many of 
which have escaped your hands j for, about a year and a half past, 
I had the pleasure of the fiemsal of seven volumes of his compo¬ 
sition, six of which bore the title of * An Essay on Grammar,* &c- 

I hope those persons you mention as despisers of Saxon 
Learning are not of the Society of Antiquaries 5 but, if so, I am 
sure they are fantastic superficial ones, to say no worse of them. 

I can hardly think that any person can deserve the name of an 
Antiquary that has been so strangely incuriotis as not to have 
consulted Mr. Lambarde, Mr. Whelock, Mr, Lisle, Dr. Hickes, 
Mr. Wanley, Dr, Wotton, Bishop Nicolson, Mrs. Elstob, &c. 
all which learned persons (but especially Dr. Hickes and Mrs, 
Elstob) Imve so amply shewn the extraordinary uses of this kind 
of Learning, that I think those persons who have consulted all or 
any of them, and after all can have the assurance to endeavour 
to bring Saxon Learning into contempt, must be masters of no 
small stock of ignorance and impudence 5 and will, instead of 
bringing Saxon Learning into contem])t, only decry and depre¬ 
ciate their own charactei^. 

Some of those persons you mention may possibly be w'cli 
skilled in Greek and Latin, and, as an additional accoinplishinent, 
may have a knowledge in French, and so consequently imagining 
themselves complete gentlemen, would think it very hard to be 
told, by a lover of Northern Literature, that, without a knowledge 
in the Saxon language, they are not masters of tfieir own mother 
tongue I yet this 1 can assure them is true, from the slight know¬ 
ledge I ha\'e in the Saxon language] for thcj'e are several words 
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of pure Saxon original now in common use among us, which 
can no way be accounted ibr by the most skilful Etymologist 
without a knowledge in the Saxon tongue. Indeed I thought 
that the bad success Dean Swift had met with in this affair from 
the incoQj par ably learned and ingenious Mrs. Elstob, would have 
deterred all others from once opening their moutlis in this affair. 

T can hardly forbear running out into a great length on this head; 
but, believing you are thoroughly acquainted with the usefulness 
of this kind of learning, I desist. 

I heartily wish I could have gratified you with Master Church¬ 
yard's book, which is, as Mr. Wood truly informs us, very rare. 

I had once a sight of it in Mr. Hearne's study; and, from what 1 
remember of it, *tis a tiring of small consequence, and what would 
give you but little satisfaction. I am, in great haste. Sir, 

“Your very h u mble se r van t, G e o b ge Ball a ed / ' 

To the same. 

“ Sir, Campden, Jal^ 30, 1737- 

My best acknowledgments are due for' yonr last epistle, and 
Catalogue of Mr. and Mrs. E]stob*s manuscript papers; with 
which although I was greatly pleased, yet at the same time I 
wtis much grieved to find that so many of their I'aluable papers 
liave escaped your hands; but especially Mr. Elstob*s Collections 
towards the History and Antiquities of Newcastle upon Tyne 
thougii, perhaps, by enquiring of the person of whom you pur¬ 
chased tliose papers you have already in possession, you may re¬ 
trieve some the rest. 

“ The Catalogue of Mr. Klstob*s books, which I here sencl you, 
is transcribed from an elegant, but short, account of his Life, 
wrote by his learned and ingenious sister f, which she ushers in 
in the tbllowing manner : 

^ He had what might justly be called a universal genius, no 
arts or sciences being despised by him. He had a particular 
genius for languages; was master of the Greek and Latin; of the 
latter he was esteemed a good judge, and to w'rite it with gieat 
purity. Nor was he ignorant of the Oriental languages, as well 
as the Septentrional. He was a great lover of the antiquidcs of 
other coimlries, but more especially those of our own, having 
been at the pains and ex pence of visiting most of those places in 
this nation that are remarkable either for natural or ancient 
curiosities, architecture, paintings, sculpturCj &c. 

^ What time he could spare from tlie stucly of Dirinity, was 
spent chiefly in the Saxon Learning, in which ho was a great 
proficient. When he was vciy young, he transcribed King Alfred's 
Translation of Orosivis, with a design some time or other to pub¬ 
lish it; and made a vast collection of materials towards publishing 
a curious eidtiou of the Saxon Laws; and towards a Hbtory of 
his native phice. 

* These “ Cullections** have not been discovered, 

-f This account of Mr. Ebtob forms the basis of a ntemair of bha io 

Literary Aiiecdutes," voh IV. p. 1 !2, 

' He 
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" He collected an innumerable number of proper names of 
men andwomeiij formerly used in those Nortiiern countries, 

^ He published a %'ery neat edition of the learned Ascham s 
Epistles j also ^ An Essay on the great afEiiity between Divinity 
and Law/ ^ Sermo Lupi ad Anglos* quando Dani maxime per- 
seeuti sunt eos, cum Vers, Latina et Notis,' See Dr. Hickes s large 
and learned Thesaurus Ling* VcL Septenliionaliunij d, e, p. 99* 

^ He gave a Latin translation to the Homily of St. Gregory* 
published by his sister* &c* 

^ He translated into English a Treatise on Supei^tltion* written 
in Latin by Sir John Cheke, and printed in Mr* Stiype’s Annals 
of the first twelve yeai^s of ^een Elizabeth's lleign* 

^ He likewise wrote an Essay concciTiing the Latin tongue* 
and on Grammar* with a short account of its history and use* 
for the encouragement of such adult persons to set upon the 
learning of it* who have either neglected or been frightened from 
receiving that kind of education in their inlimcy. To which is 
added some advice for the most easy and speedy attainment of it.’ 

J long to hear whether Mr* Lewis’s Life of Caxton is gone 
to the press; and am, iq the mean time* Sir* 

Youi’ most obedient humble servant* Geo* Ballard." 


To the same. 

Good SiR* Campdetu 13, 1737- 

T should have answered your kind letter mucli sooner* but 
that 1 waited to know my fi'iends* inclinations about the Life of 
Mr- Caxton* who I find are more fond of medals and other parts 
of antiquity than biography, whicli to me was always most de¬ 
lightful, At present 1 can only promise two subscriptions j but, 
as 1 have not received answers from all, I am in hopes of more, 
which, as soon as you can satisfy me that Mr* Lewis is determined 
to print bis book* I will take care to ti-ansmit to you, or other¬ 
wise as you shall direct, 

I am not so happy as to possess any of Mr, Elstob’s papers* 
and hare only had the pleasure of perusing his manuscript Essay 
on Grammar and a valuable MS Sermon* preached ai St, 
Swithun's, on Rogation Sunday* 1703, 

“ J design* if possible* to make a tour to London this Winter* 
just to peep upon a few choice friends* and will bring Mrs, 
Elstob s Life of her Brother along with me, to pleasure you with. 
But you must be silent in the affair* for some particular reasons 
not proper here to be nientioned. 

Besides the abovemenlioned Life, 1 have a dozen pieces or 
this fine accomplished gentlewoman s drawings* amongst which 
are the pictures of herself* Dr, Hickes* IMr. Dryden, and Johannes 
Ogilvius* 8iC. very masterly done, and* as I am told* hare extra¬ 
ordinary true likenesses. 

I am at present spending that little time I can spare at 
Saxon Learning, and am every day wishing myself amongst your 
treasury of this kind* than which nothing could be a greater 
pleasure to* Sir* your very humble servant, Gko, Ballard/ 

To 
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To the same, 

Campderif Dec^ 5 , 1737 ^ 
The favour of your last lias given me no small satisfaction 
and pleasurOj to find that we shall he obliged so soon with the 
Life of Mr, Caxton j and heartily wish it had been in my power 
to have given greater encouragement to such a commendable 
undertakingj which I am so extremely fond of, I have at present 
only two subscriptions besides my own j one is from T hotnas 
Raw'lins, of Pophills, in Warwickshire, Esq, a known enconrager 
of every thing of this kind j the other is from Mr, John Smith, 
of Ships ton upon Stour in Worcestershire, If the subscribers 
names are printed, I beg you will take care to transmit those of 
my friends, or otherwise it will be thought a piece of neglect in 
me, 1 shall have an opportunity of conveying you the 15iJ. for 
the three copies some time in a month. When the books are 
ready, if you please to enclose and seal them up in some strong 
paper, and leave them with Mr, Darby (the Catnpden carrier), 
at the Cross-keys in Wood-street, they will come to me vciy safe. 
Although I am acquainted with many things relative to our most 
worthy Printer Mr, Caxton, yet I think it would be presuming 
to attempt to say any thing either to yourself or Mr, Lewis on 
this head, who have made it your business to collect all notices 
concerning him. However, as I liave a peculiar fancy and regaid 
to English bistoiy, 1 shall venture to inform you of one thing 
which 1 have been told more than once by my late excellent fiieJid 
Mr. Hearne, viz. that Caxton printed but one hundred copies of 
his book called ‘ Fructus Temporum,’ which occasions his own 
edition of that book to be so extremely rare, I am not ignorant 
that in those early times of Pi^inting they wrought olF but few 
copies in comparison to what is done now-a-days, which makes 
the books of those times so very scarce j but 1 suppose this was 
a number fewer than usual in those times, 1 beg in your next 
you will instruct me in the meaning of the word conjurife made 
iTSe of in the title to the Life of Caxton, which will much oblige. 
Sir, your very humble servant, George Ballaro. 

I can think of no means how you can retrieve Mr. Elstob’s 
papers relating to Newcastle, unless you can trace them out by 
enquiring of the person from whom you purchased what you have 

already in possession/'- 

To the same. 

Dear StR, Cantpden^ Jan, It!, 1737-S. 

“ Lhave at last sent you the 15s, for three copies of the Life 
of Caxton, which 1 have here enclosed, and which 1 hope you 
will receive safe from the hands of your neighbour Mr, Clark. I 
had very small notice of this convenient opportunity of convey¬ 
ance, otherwise I should have troubled you with a long epistle, 
but am forced now abruptly to conclude, with my best respectSi 
begging when you write to me (which 1 hope will be very soon) 
you will not forget the explication of the word conjurye, which 
will very much oblige. Sir, 

Your very humble servant, George Eai^lahb/' 
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To the same. 

^'DearSiRj Campden, Feb. l% 

It is now high time you had receked my best thanks for the 
cai'e and trouble you have had about the Life of Mr, Caxton, I 
was in hopes to have given it in personj but have been anticipated 
of that pleasure by urgent business, which would not allow me 
the satisfaction of so desirable a journey 5 and have for some 
time been deterred from writing, by a design of taking a journey 
into Warwickshire,^ to visit a gentleman who is said to have a 
complete collection of every thing that Mr, Caxton published, 
and was lilled with hopes of sending you many materials to illus¬ 
trate the Life {being never more highly gratified than when I 
can be serviceable towards the advancement of any branch of 
learning, and especially biography, wliich 1 have always been pe¬ 
culiarly fond of) I but have been prevented in this likewise, by 
being unexpectedly engaged in transcribing a very valuable book, 
which has, and will engross all my spare hours for a considerable 

time, - 

J heartily wish Mr, Lewis had my best acknowledgments tor 
the great pleasure I have received in pemsing his Life of Caxton, 
which is more satisfactorily performed than could reasonably be 
expected at so great a distance of lime, I was very much pleased 
with the necessaiy and just remarks in the Prefece upon the 
Author of the " English Historical Library*]' for, though 1 ^ 

very great veneration for the memory of that learned and inde¬ 
fatigable Prelate, yet I cannot forbear saying, that 1 think him 
a little too magisterial in his writings, liavlng bore very hard 
upon the reputations of several great men, I was equally pleased 
with the genteel remark upon the Dunciad, whose celebrated 
Author's petulancy with the Antiquaries, and other persons as 
learned and useful as himself, may possibly hereafter extort many 

such gentle reproofs, _ , i ^ 

All I can send you at present as additional to the Lite ot 
Caxton is his inscription, which 1 have upon a spare leaf at the 
beginning of his ' Fructus Temporum' (printed by Julian Notary, 
ann 1515), and is as follows: ' Of your charitee pray for the 
soule of Maysfer Wyllyam Caxton, that in hys tyme was a man 
of moche ornate, and moche renommed wysdome and conyng, 
and decessyd fall ciystenly the yere of our Lord mcccclxxxxl 
' Modyr of merci shy Id hym from thorrybuU ^ 

And biyng hym to lyff yternall that never hath ynd, 

“ I wish I had sent you this inscription when you first wrote to 
me about this perforusance, that it might have been inserted in 
the life j but I was not apprehensive of its being any curiosity, 
or so extremely scarce as I now find it is* 

I remember when I w'as in town you were so obliging as to 
shew me something of IMrs* Elstob's folio book of Horn Dies, but 
whether it was the Proposals and Specimen, or the beginning of 

^ Dr. William Nicolsoii, Bishop of Carlisle, 

the 
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the book itselt* (far there were several sheets wrought off), 1 have 
entirely forgot, and should be glad to be informed about it, and 
%vhetlier Mi\ Lewis lias any design in hand for the publick, I 
hope you will favour me with a line the first Opportunity 5 for, the 
sooner you wTite, the sooner you will oblige, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, Geougb Ballaho. 
tt Pray, when you see Di\ Kennedy, present him with my 
humble seiwice, and tell him that I lately met with a ^'ery 
peculiar Carausius, such a one as 1 flatter myself he has not in 
his Collection, and that it is at his service.—You will observe 
that Caxtoii's Inscription fixes Ills death a year earlier than Mr. 
Lewis’s account.** 


To the same. 

"Worthy Sir, Cavipdcn^ Ja7i, 19, 1740* 

" It is now more than time you had received my best thanks 
for your favours w4ien in town, and such additions as 1 could 
meet with towai'cls enlarging your ' Account of our Old English 
Briliters i’ which you had received long ago, but that I was wj I'¬ 
ll ng to stay for such remarks and improvements as my friends 
could procure and send me ^ and being now quite emacerated 
with the expectation, I was resolved to defer writing no longei‘, 
though your a|J]jlication and industry in this way has been so 
very extraordinai'v as to anticipate almost all my endeavours to 
be serviceable to you ^ tor after all my searches I can only send 
you about half a dozen notes, which shew some to have printed 
earlier, and some later than you have observed} viz. 

" 'fhoinas Cliaide piinted, ‘ Ad^Nicolai Santlerl Demonstratioues 
Quadraginta, in Octavo llbro visibilis Monarchic positas, quibus 
Ko. Pontificem nop esse Antichristum docere instituit, respon&io 
Gui!. Whhakeri, &c. Load. 1583/ 

" Henry Denham printed Caries* ' Farewell to Pliysick. Land. 
1583/ 

" llichard Harryson printed, ' The Biide in Englishe, that is 
to say, the contentes of all the Holy Scriptures, totli'of the Old 
and Newe Testament, according to tlie translation that is ap- 
pointed to be read in Churclies, &c. Lond. fol/ 

"Adam Islip printed P. Holland s English Livy, fol. Lond. WOO. 
" Thomas Piirfoot printed ' A Dictionarie in English and Latin, 
for Children, 4to. Load. 1608.* 

" Owen Kogers printed ^ The Vision of Pierce Plowman, ‘ 
4to. Lon. 1571/ 

" Peter Trevejao printed ^ The second part of C. St. German's 
Dialogue, &c. 12 mo. Lond. 1531/ 

I have many things to add, but the post is just ready to go 
off, and, being unwilling to loose this opportunity of sending, am 
forced to conclude abruptly, with assuring you that I am, with 
the greatest readiness to serve you. Sir, 

Your veiy humble servant, Groege Ballard.** 
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To the same. 

« Worthy Sir, Camptlen, Fek % 1740. 

" I hope you received the letter I sent about a fortnight ago; 
which being wrote ia great haste, I had not an opportanity of 
transcribing what 1 tound in Walter Kemingibide conceining 
John Siberch, which perhaps is nothing more than what you are 
already acquainted with i however, to shew my readiness to serve 
and oblige you, 1 here transmit you a copy of it. Mr. Hearne, m 
his edition of that Author (p. 735), discoursiog of some valuable 
books printed in the infancy of the ait of Printing, mentions a 
little piece of Erasmus's, printed by Siberch at Cambridge, in 
October 15*31, which, being given him by the celebrated Mr. 
Baker, had the following note wrote in it with his own hand : 

" This is the first book that I (or Mr. Bagford) have yet met with 
printed at Cambridge, Dr. Fuller (Hist, of Cambr. p.- 53, 59,) 
seems to be of the same opinion, though, by a mistake in his ac¬ 
count, he seems nc^'er to have seen the book. Two other books 
I have seen printed by Siberch at Cambridge, tiie same year, viz, 
1521. In one of these he styles himself, ^ Johannes Siberch, 
iirimus utriusque linguse in Anglic ImpressorJ I meet with one 
Job. Siberti, Printer at Lyong, an. 149S, %vhom I take to be the 
same man 3 and if he printed in England as early as he did at Lyons 
he might be primus tUrimque linguts in j^nglid Iniprmor* This 
is the only copy that 1 know of in this Univepity, unless it be 
amongst the Bishop of Ely's books, who had it not some short 
time before his death, as 1 was told, for he wag then cnquiiing 

after it.' , 1 t u 

I doubt not but you will be highly pleased to know who was 

the first Printer at Oxford, as it is a qumre in your List of Printcj-s, 
and even unknown to the indefatigable Mr. Lewis when he wrote 
the Life of Mr, Caxton 3 but the note being placed at tiie end of 
Hemingforde, among the Catalogue of his works, may be the 
reason why it has been overlooked by the generality of readers : 
but 1 will detain you no iortger, but give the whole account in 
his own words * ^ Piimum Typographum Oxoniensem fuissc Fre- 
dericuin Corsellls (qui multos viros eruditos in fainiliaritateni 
suam adsciverat) mihi liquet, illumque planb fuissc qui Rufinum 
excuderit. Arbitror, dignuin fuisse status, Uviorihus certb dc 
causis homine dc se bene meritos x&-^Kai^ tlyJrtv tTifAmaf veteres, 
Tantuni vero abest, ut ejtismodi statua ipsi unquani xuerit [^osita, 
ui lie quidem apud nos ejusdem shm alibi in parietibus compai'cat, 
Nec quidem olim comparuit. Unde nec tjuid ejusmodi com- 
memorat WodiuSj cujus tamen opus tnulla, ad ai’tem typpgmphi- 
cam spectantia, pandit,’ 

“ Richard Grafton began printing five years earlier than you 
Ii^ve observed, as you may see in Mr, Fox s 'Acts and Monuments 
of the Church.’ If it would not be too officious, and I could 
think it would be any way serviceable, I would venture to add 
a few running notes or hints concerning him. Richard Grafton 
was born in London, or some of the parts adjacent, about the 

beginning 
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bcgiimlDg' of Henry VlL's reign^ and seems to have been a nier- 
chant in the great city. In 1532 he was at Hambroughj where he 
piivafcely assisted in printing W* Tindalls Bible. Anno 1540, by 
the solicitation of T, Cromwell, Bari of Bssex, he and Whit¬ 
church were furnished with Letters from Henry VIII, to the 
French King, and Edmund Bonner Bishop of Hereford, then re¬ 
siding at Paris as an Ambassador, to permit and license the 
Bible to be printed in English within the University of Paris, 
which favour was vei'y readily granted j and Bonner (who then 
seemed a great favourer of the Protestants) was extremely kind 
in encouraging and assisting the Printei's. The work was veiy 
suGCessfuUy carried on to the finishing stroke, when a c^uarrel 
being picked with the Printers, they were forced to tiy, and the 
whole impression of the Bibles were seized (to the number of 
2500), and were burnt and otherwise made away with, as may 
be seen at large in Fox. But, notwithstanding those cross acci¬ 
dents and losses, Grafton with incredible expedition (if Mr, Fox 
be not mistaken in his ChronoJogy) wrought off another impres¬ 
sion the same year. Upon the death of his great Patron the 
Lord Cromwell, many complaints were made to the King of the 
translation of t!ie Bible, &c. j upon which Grafton was called, 
and charged with the printing of it, &c. But, he being fearful of 
trouble, excused himself in all things i nevertheless he was sent 
to the Fleet, where lie remained six weeks, and was forced to 
give a 300/. bond for his releasement j and that he should neither 
sell nor imprint, or cause to be imprinted^ any more Bibles, 
until the King and the Clergy should agree upon a translation. 
Soon after tins he was charg^ with printing a Balkd in kvour 
of the Lord Cromwell, for w-hicb he was called before the Coun¬ 
cil, where Bishop Bonner, according to his accustomed good¬ 
ness, began a long tale about Lord Cromwell and Grafton, which 
might have been of great dis-servLce to him 5 but, being discreetly 
and honourably eut off in his discourse by the Lord Chancellor, 
Grafton was dismissed, 1 suppose, without any farther trouble. 

Those storms being blown over, I find no more of him till 
anno 1543, in which time it may faiily be conjectured that he 
employed himself much in the study of our English History; for, 
adding a continuation in prose to John Harding's Chronicle, he 
printed it in 4 to, Lond. 1543. About this time also, I suppose, 
he was very busy in collecting materials for Mr. Ed. Hall, towards 
compiling his Chronicle; himself assuring us that the greater 
part of that performance was wrote with his own hand, which is 
likewise attested by Mr. Fox, who afterwards had the original 
MS. of that Chronicle in his possession. This valuable book 
(which has been twice printed by Grafton, in the years 1548 and 
1550) is very much depreciated by Bishop Nicolson in his * Eng¬ 
lish Historical Library,* w-ho speaks of it in the following con¬ 
temptible manner: ^ Somewhat bulkier (speaking before of G. 
Lilly’s little book) is the work of Ed. Hall, wlio was someliiue 
Recorder (if 1 understand my Author right) of London, where 
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he died A. D. 1547- He wrote a large account of the foremen- 
tioned wars, which, in a very flattering epistle, he dedicated to 
Henry VIIL If the reader desires to know what sort of eloaths 
were worn in each king's reign, and how the fashions altered, 
this is the Histoiiao for his purpose ^ but in other mattei-s his 
information is not very valuable/ But, perhaps, this learned, 
but too censuring Prelate’s aspersions, may be easily wiped ofi; 
and soon vanish, by producing the irrefragable testimonies of 
Mr. Stowe and the late learned and indetatigable Mr. Hearne, 
Stowe, who is generally allowed to be a good judge of History, 
and a veiy judicious Historian, gives the following extraordinary 
character of that performance: ' He write, with a Instye and 
florishing stile, the Union of the Houses of York and Lancaster : 
the whiche liath hitherto been had in great price, and will be 
doubtless hereafter in greater-’ Vide the Appendix to Heming's 
Chartulary, ^c- p- d 4 S. Mr. Hearne, in the same Appendix, 
p, 673, having occasion to mention that Historian, transcribes 
the abovementioned passage from Bishop Nicolson, to which he 
subjoins the following refutation : ' All the copies that I have 
seen or heard of are dedicated to Edward Vf* and the dedi¬ 
cation is far from being flattering. The informations too are 
all along so very good (abating that the Chronology is here and 
there wrong), that they have been and will alwap be highly 
valued by the most curious men. He declines giving an account 
of eloaths and fashions (excepting upon some solemn occasions 
in King Henry the Eighth’s reign), and contents hi^elf with 
what is truly momentous- Though there are two editions of this 
book, one in 1548 and the other in 1550, both printed by 
Grafton, yet it is very scarce, and of great price. 

I was willing just to touch upon these matters concerning 
Hall's Chronicle, imagining that those remarks might abate some¬ 
what of the severe charge which is brought against Grafton's Chro > 
nicle by Buchanan and Nieolson, when it is considered that he 
had so great a share In compiling this valuable book. It might 
likewise be remarked from hence that Grafton was not of an 
ambitious assuming temper 5 and that what he did for the Re- 
publick of Letters was not out of a vain-glorioiis humour to gain 
himself a name or applausej for, in liis short Preface to that book, 
he modestly tells bis readers that he had printed it just as he 
found it left by Hall, without giving the least hint of his own 
assistances in the performance, notwithstanding Hall had been 
dead a y^r before the printing the said book ; and perhaps had 
never let the world have known any thing of it, had ^ not that 
unhappy contest happened between Mr# Stowe and him j and, 
although I have a great venemtion for indefatigable Mr. Stowe, 
who certainly was much superior to Grafton as an Historiographer, 
&c. i yet, in relation to that noted squabble about Harding and 
Hairs Chtonides, so far as I can see into the aflair, Stowe began 
a groundless quarrel with Grafton, in which he seems to have 
bem manifestly in the wrong- But to proceed:—What avocations 
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he hadj from printing; the performances of other menj seems now 
to be s|ient in compiling a large Chroniclej which treats of the 
Sritish a flairs from Brute down to Queen Elizabeth j which was 
printed in a very thick folio, anno 1569. In 15TO he published 
his ^ Summai'y or Ahrifigment of English ChronicleSi &c. * in 
which is a Pj’eface vindicating himself against Stowe) but this is 
left out of the next edition (saitli Mr. Baker of Cambridge, as 
Stowe's upon the same head was) by order» See the Appendix 
to Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle, p- 609- In 1571 he pub¬ 
lished another edition of his Summaiy, somewhat different from 
the former. What other things he wrote or published, or when 
he died, I know not, and can only add that he was living, tlvough 
very aged, in 1573. 

I liope you will turn over all Mr, Hearne’s books, where m 
all probability you will meet with many things that may illustrate 
your laborious performance- I am in daily expectation of mate¬ 
rials from my friends for the injprovement of your work, which 
shall be transmitted as soon as received. Believing I have now 
sufficiently tired your patience with this long-winded epistle, I 
shall conelude with my repeated thanks for your favours when I 
was in town, assuring you tliat I am, dear Sir, your most grate¬ 
ful, and most devoted humble servant, George Ballaep. 

u pi-ay let me hear from you soon ^ and, if the ti’ouble be not 
too great, I should be vastly pleased with a copy of Mr. Tanner 
and Mr. John Elstolfs letter to his cousin William. I was ex- 
ti’emely soriy 1 could not give you another visit." 

To the same. 

Dear Sis, Campden^ March 9j 1740. 

1 have, by illness and other hindrances, been prevented re- 
tuiaiing you an answer in relation to Mr, Fox till now. 1 did 
nut know that the various editions of Mr. Fox's ^ Acts and Monu- 
rncnls' were so very different in their contents, or otherwise 1 
should have given you the page and an account of the edition I 
quoted from. My copy is very beautifully printed in S vols. fuL 
Lond. 1610. In it you will find many particulars concerning 
Grafton j what f cited from him in relation to Hall's Chronicle, 
you will find p. 539 ; and of Grafton’s assisting to print Tyndafs 
Bible (perhaps Mr. Fox only means the Pentateuch) at Ham¬ 
burgh, 1539, p. 1087. 

“ My afiaii's fell out so unluckily as not to give me an oppor¬ 
tunity of calling u}}on that darling of her sex, Mrs, Elstob, so 
could say nothing of your obliging oirer. 

1 heartily wish I had had knowledge of Mi\ West's intentions 
sooner. 1 might possibly have been serviceable to him in the af¬ 
fair, having some relations at St. Alban’s, who I think have 
considerable interest there, and would, I believe, have gratified 
me in any requests of that kind; but 1 supposed it was loo 
late to make attempts in that w'ay after the reception uf your 
letter. 

« You 
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You will easiljf perceive by this miserable scribble Iiow inca¬ 
pable I am of writ log at present 5 and can only add that I have 
received nothing yet that I can think ■vrill be serviceable towards 
your desigii, or no one would be more ready to communicate 
it than, dear Sir, 

“ Your most devoted humble servant, Geo rob Ballard," 


To the same, 

“ Dear Sir, Campdenj March ^3, 1740, 

I am favoured with yours, and, according to your desire, 
have wrote to Mr, West 5 but, as 1 know not how to direct to 
him, I have inclosed it in yours, intreating the good favour of 
your kind conveyance of it to him* 

I wish I had it in my power to send you any thing that 
would illustrate or improve your laborious undertaking; but my 
stock of books being very small 5 and living in a neighbourhood 
(hat can give me no assistance, I can furnish you with nothing 
more than what I ha’i'e already sent, but what 1 fancy you arc 
already tlioroug^hly acquainted withj till I have recoived what L 
am promised from two veiy worthy friends j unless you can think 
it w'orth observing, that Tho* Berthelet began printing 19 years 
earlier than you haii'e observed, as 1 have remarked from Dr* 
Knight's Life of Dean Colet/ In the Appendix to that work is 
reprinted a Latin Sermon of Dean Colet*Sj first printed by Pinson, 
anno loll. Then follows an English version of it, printed by 
Berthelet, which the Doctor in the Introduction to that elegant 
performance, p. 9 j affirms to have been printed the same year* 

1 have forgot Mr. West's promise in relation to duplicate 
Roman Coins, but remember he talked of an odd volume of 
Dugdale's Monastieon, and that he had a duplicate of the prints 
of the Wellow pavement, which he would oblige me with. I have 
another friend in town that promised me some duplicate Roman 
Coins 5 but I have been long since eniaccrated with the expecta- 
tation, and have set it down in the Catalogue of forgotten 
promises. 

"^Tlie distant situation of the great city, and the expences 
winch necessarily attend such a journey, retard my often visiting 
tfiat place; for, if my narrow circumstances would permit me 
that i>Iea 3 ure once a year, nothing would be more agi'eeable to, 
dear Sir, your most obliged humble servant, George Ballard." 

To the same. 

Dear Sir, Campdert, JulifB, 1741. 

I have at last received what improvements my friends could 
make to your List of our old English Printers ; bot your industry, 
with the large additions sent you by the indefatigable Mr. Peck, 
has been so extraordinary in this way^ as to leave but very small 
gleanings for others : however, I gladly send you wliat has been 
transmitted to me. The following remarks were sent me by my 
excellent friend, Mr. Brume, of EwiUiingian in tlic county of 
Herefonh " Thomas 




223 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


Thomas Davidson, King s Printer at Edinborough, temp, 
Jac. V. printed H. Boethius, translated by John Bellenden. Tho, 
Este printed 1598, John Herford printed at London 1544, 
Hugh Jackson printed 1576. J, Mayler printed 1545, A Sco- 
laker printed at I^ndon without Aidersgate, John VautroUier 
printed at London 1588, Anthony de Solempne printed at Nor¬ 
wich 1570, Tiiose are all the remarks Mr, Erome sent me which 
I thought would be serviceable in your undertaking. You will 
observe three of tbem are printers not taken notice of in your 
List^ vk. Tho. Davidson, A. de Solempne, and John Yautrollier, 
J, Beilend's translation of H, Boethius (w'hich seems to have been 
printed without any date) must have been printed as early as 
1541, The book being extremely rare, and not knowing whe¬ 
ther you may meet with it (complete) among your London friends, 

1 will here transcribe you the whole title: ' The History and 
Croniklis of Scotland/with the Cosmography and Discription 
thairof, Compiiit be the noble Clerk, Maister Hector Bocce, 
Channon of Aberdene* Translatit laitly in our vulgar and com- 
moun I engage, be Maister Johnc Belle n den, Archdene of Murray 
and Channon of Eoss, At the command of hie richt excellent 
and noble Prince James the 5 of that name, King of Scottisj 
and imprentit in Edinburgh be me Thomas Davidson, prentcr 
to the Kingis nobyll Grace, dwellyng fornens the frere wyndj 

My very worthy friend Thomas Rawlins*, of Popbills in War- 
wdcksldre. Esq. after having taken a prodigious deal of pains, 
sent me the following additions to your Catalogue, to be trans¬ 
mitted to you- 

Edward Aggas printed 1594, Henry Boch, or Buck, printed 
1589, P- Brooksby was an old Printer, but I cannot ascertain 
the time when. John Copland printed 1554, Thomas Cadmon 
printed 1584, John Cawood printed 1566, Nic. Hill printed 
1552. J. Mayler printed 1546. Nic. Lenge printed 1607* 
Newberry printed 1592, John Norton 1626. Richard Pinson 
printed fchaucer's Works, with cuts, 1532, Thomas Powell 
printed 1562, W. Pinsonbie printed 1585, William Seres printed 
1556. Richard Smith printed 1595, Luke Tomson printed the 
New Testament 1583, Robert Waldegrave, a Seotdi Printer, 
printed in the years 1594 and 1597- Richard Ward printed 
1584, Henry Wykes printed 1561, John Wolfe printed 1599. 

“In those improvements of Mr. Rawlinses, you will meet with 
nine Printers not mentioned in your Catalogue, Since 1 wrote 
to you last, I have only observed that R, Ward {whether Eicbaid 
or Robert 1 know not) printed a Poem wTote in blank vei^e, 
by Will. Vallans, entitled, "A Tale of two Swannes, in three slieets, 
in 4to, 1590.' Vide Hearne's Preface to the 5th volume of Leland's 
Itinerarj^, p, 4 ; and that Arnold Hatfield printed Sir Heniy 
Savlie's Tacitus, 1605,—Pray oblige me with a line or two pretty 
soon, and let me know whether (here is any thing stin'ing among 
the Litei'aii, and if there is any answer published yet to ^ The 

^ See Literary Anecdotes/* veil. H. p* 467' vol. I V. p, 137, 

Impertinence 
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Ii^ipcrtinence of Modern Antiquaries/ When you see Mr. West^ 
I beg that you will present him with my best respects, and tell 
him that I was so unfortunate as not to receive his letter till he 
had left the country, or otbervrise I would gladly have waited on 
him, having borrowed some MSS. purposely to show him when 
he came this way. 

I beg, Sir, That you will excuse this very hasty scribble, and 
believe me that I am, wdih all imaginable respect, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, George Ballaru* 
'"If you should chance to go any where near Lord Barring¬ 
ton's, it would greatly oblige me if you would call upon my 
cousin Ballard, and present my best respects to her, and let me 
know whether she is well or not, having heard nothing from 

her a great while.’' —- 

To the same. 

Dear Sir, Campdent^ March B, 1741-S. 

"" I doubt not but you have often wondered that you never 
heard from me in all tins time in relation to yours of August 8; 
but, as J never approved of putting my friends to the unnecessary 
expence of postage for nothing but compliments or excuses, &c* 
so I could not send you any thing satisfoctoiy^ till now, not hav¬ 
ing received Mr* Rawlins's answ^er to your queries till very lately, 
J would have transcribed and transmitted them to you by the 
next post, but was prevented by illness ^ and not being yet in a 
capacity of transcribing it (being unwilling to detain it any 
longer), instead of a copy 1 have here enclosed and sent you the 
origin^, which you may return at your leisure, being willing to 
preserve all I can meet with in this way, since 1 do not know 
when you intend to oblige us with your desirable performance. 
Mr. tlawlins has taken a deal of pains in the affair. He presents 
you with his service, and desires 1 would inform you that he was 
chiefiy assisted in what he has done by Mr. T. Rawlinson’s Cata¬ 
logues, so that, if you want further satisfaction, there you may 
meet With his vouchers. 

I am very much out of countenance when I consider that in 
all this time I had not an opportunity of being answerable to my 
promise in relation to MaderaoiseHe de Scudery’s Essay on Gloiy, 
&c* which has been handed from one to another in such a man¬ 
ner that 1 am afraid I shall never have it restored. 

1 have one favour to request of you, which is, that, if you should 
happen to go to Westminster Abbey, you would do me the favour 
of transcribing an inscription from an lionorary monument lately 
erected, 1 think on the North side the Abbey, for Mrs, Catherine 
Bovey, a Gloucestershire lady j or if you, or any friend of yotirsj 
should go to Chelsea, if you have an opportunity, and the trouble 
be not too great, I would beg the good favour of you to observe 
w'hether there be any monumental inscription for the justly cele- 
bnited Mrs. Astell, who was buried there about the month of 
May, 1731. It would infinitely oblige me to have copies of both 
or either of those inscriptions imeurifn, as on tlie stones ^ and if 

there 



224 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE, 


there is any thing in this or any other way in which I can pos^ 
sibly make you a return, you will always find me, with the gi'eat- 
est readiness, dear Sir, your most obedient, and most devoted 
humble servant, Geohgb Bailarb/* 

I have lately had wrote and sent me a Philosophic Disserta¬ 
tion upon tlie noted Rivulet at Lamboiirn in Berkshire, It is 
taken notice of by Dr, Plot in his Staffordshire, and by Mr* Ash- 
mole in Ids Berkshire, If it will bo acceptable to you, 1 will 
transmit a copy of it in my next*" 


To the same* 

Worthy Sir, Campder?;, Aug. Ij 1743. 

I am favoured ^vith yours, which should have had an imme¬ 
diate reply, but that I was willing to try first whether I could be 
serviceable in procuring siiliscriptions * but, after all, 1 have but 
one acquaintance in the country who seems to have any inclina¬ 
tion or regard fijr studies of this kind 3 and I find you Jiad been 
beforehand with me in transmitting him your Proposals* I can 
at present promise for none but Mr* Rawlins and myself. I have 
desired him to convey my subscription-money with his, which 
you will receive very soon by a gentleman of Aleester in this 
neighbourhood* 

I have oftentimes wondered that I never heard firom you, 
and sometimes fancied that you were dead, or that yon had 
dropped your design, which made me ’V'Cry indolent in relation 
to any researches in your way* I cannot at present recollect that 
I liave met with any thing more than the name of one Printer 
which has escaped your notice, Henry Dlsle* You may see 
all that I know of him in Wood's Ath* Oxoii* last edition, 
vol. I, col, 152* 

Pray, Sir, did you ever meet with any other copy of Mr- 
Caxton's Inscription than that which I sent you r It is wrote 
upon a spare leaf at the beginning of his Chronicle, printed by 
Jul* Notary, 1515. I am veiy sorry I did not show it Mr* West, 
who might possibly have discovered the hand-writing, and have 
given you farther satislaction about It, 

I heartily wish you ali imaginable success in relation to your 
indefatigable performance, the sight of which I shall wait for 
with a great deal of impatience. If you can think of any thing 
which is within the little compass of my power to serve you in, 
be pleased to lay your commands plentifully upon, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, George Baliaeb. 

If you have any printed books or MSS* in your library, wrote 
by any of the fair sex (besides those of Mrs- Elstob's), I beg. Sir, 
tliat you will transmit me the titles, the reason of which you 
ghall know hereafter.—Pray excuse haste," 


To 
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'To the Rev, Mr, FsArrcis VVibEj at Trinity College, Oxford* 
“Rev, and Woethy Sik, €<tmpdeny March 2 S, 1743, 

“ The obliging favours I receu'ed from you when I was ia 
Oxford deserve my most grateful acknowledgments, 1 would 
not have been so late in I'eturning you my best thanks for such 
acceptable ^voiirs, had I not been anticipated by an unusual 
hurry of business, occ^ioned by my long stay in that most de* 
lightful place, I am willing to hope. Sir, that this may (fj om 
one in my station and way of life) he looked upon as a just 
apology for my seeming remissness, and ward off the imputation 
of ingratitude. 

According to my promise^ 1 have sent you the, Annalia Du- 
hrensia, which I would beg your acceptance of j and I heartily 
wish it had been of more value, that I might have had an oppor¬ 
tunity of shewing how ready and willing I should be to make a 
grateful return to so good a friend. 

I was in the most profound admiration to find myself disap¬ 
pointed ill almost every thing I wanted to consult in Bodley*s 
Library ^ and was at the same loss in those at Corpus Christi 
and St* John's, wliere I had full liberty to search for any thing I 
wanted* You may please to understand that I have for some time 
been collecting materials towards drawing up an Account of all 
the learned and ingenious Ladies of Great Britain* This, Sir, 
was the principal motive which induced me to pay my last visit 
to Oxford, and puts me upon supplicating for a favour, w*hich, 
if it be not attended with too much trouble, I would I'equest of 
3 'ou, as what wiii infinitely oblige me. As you told me you be¬ 
lieved Ml'S, Inglis had wrote nothing of her own composition^ 
1 declined asking the favour when I was with you 5 but, upon 
second thoughts, 1 persuade myself that such an admirable Calli¬ 
grapher deserves an honourable place among my Learned Fe¬ 
males j and I should take it extremely obliging, if when a leisure 
hour offers, you would favour me with copies of the titles of 
those two books you have of hers in the Public Library, with a 
transcript of the shoit account Mr* Hearne has given of her on 
a spare leaf at the beginning of her most beautiful transcript of 
the Pj'overbs of Solomon, If it is within the little compass of my 
power to retaliate for this or your other favours, by copying or 
transcribing any curiosity*, oi’ otherwise, it will always be a great 
pleasure to me to serve and oblige you 3 and should be highly 
pleased to have j'our commands laid plentifully upon, worthy Sir, 

Your most obliged and most devoted, &c. Geo, Ballahd, 

“ By the good favour of ray excellent friend Mr. Brome of 
Ewthington, 1 have now a great curiosity before me, t'k* a Cata¬ 
logue of Lord Oxford's invaluable Collection of Rarities, with 
the prices and names of the buyers,” 


* Inclosed in this Letter was a drawings of an antleiit Ring, having tm 
it a Runic liiseriptmn* 


To 


VoL. IV 
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To the satrie* 

Rev. Aii;D FIonoueed Sie^ Ct/mpcien, ^pril ISj 1T43, 

I ?ja\ e hatl the ikvour of your most obiiging letteiv for whidi 
I l eturn you a ihousand thanks, 1 iim extremely soriy that J 
could not (by way of l etnin for your most acceptable intelligence 
0 ( 1 !learning Mrs* Jnglis) jjleasure you with a transcript of the 
pj’iced Catalogue of Lord Oxford's Curiosities j but the time 
allowed me foj^ tlie perusal of it was so very short* that I could 
!iot possibly take a copy of it ibr myself, although I very much 
desired it. It was retuined to Ewiihington on the morrow after 
I sent your letter, by a servant of Mr. llawlins' of Pophilis. 

I saw (he books of Hawking, Hunting, Fishing, and 
Heraldry, wrote by Julian Berners, or Barnes, Abbess of Sope^ 
well, wiien I was \ery young j but I am a stranger even to the 
liile-page of Mrs. V^klbs a ^ book, and shalf think myself very 
much (jbliged to you. Sir, if yoii would transmit me a copy of 
it, that 1 may j)urchase the book. I remember I have seen a 
long letter of her's, which she wrote to an eminent Divine, about 
some particular points of Divinity, wducli demonstrate lier to 
have been a gentlewoman of excellent sense, sound judgment, 
and well versed in theological studies* 

** Pray, Sir, did you ever see King James the Second’s speech 
oil his death-bed; if you have not (and it will be acceptable), I 
will send j^ou a cojiy of it, as I U’anseiibed it fi'Oin the MS Col¬ 
lections of my worthy friend Mr, Brome. It is very remarkable; 
and wliatever cmfty-packing there might have been used in rela¬ 
tion to the birth of ibe Chevalier, yet tins, hh tiniy Christian 
sjieccli, has given me ample satisfaction that his Majesty wiis 
entirely innocent, and ignomnt of any sucli atfair* 

“ 1 ha^‘e inclosed and sent you an exact copy of an Inscription 
which was transmitted to me last week, but without any expla¬ 
nation ; and I should be vastly pleased to have your sentiments 
about it, which will add one more to the many obligations you 
have already conferred upon, worthy Sir, 

Youi- most oidiged. Geo* BAEcAan*" 


Dr. H. Me.jvD'I' to Dr, Edmukd Waller t- 

Sir, Onnfiud Sireet, April 19, 17^0. 

“ t received your kind present of the Schula SalcrnUana/ 
which is tile oldest Edition 1 have ever seen* 1 have heard uf 
one more ancient, but do believe this to be the second that ever 
w'as printed* ! jet in n you most hearty tlianks fov it, and should 
he very glad on all occasions to shew lliat * am, with great 
respect. Sir, your most fuitliful ser\ant, R. Mead. ’ 

^ Cfi!tiarine, wiTt? ctf (hr imti^nirirv Brmvire Wilik, esij.—Set 

“ Lu^rary Aiiecdatff/' Wi\. VI. yx*, wM. 

“i* The celebrated ai.il (.’‘dlceWr ui‘ Ihmks and Cunosities. 

t (Jf Sk JahB% Camiirkl-c; U. A. i;i)l ^ M* A. 1705 ; M ,D. 1712* 

Letters 
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Letters to and from Mr. Joseph Ames, &c. 


X 


To and from Mr. Emanuel Mendez Da Costa*. 

My DEAE Friend, Jpril^t 1755- 

The bearer hereof comes for the six volumes of the ' Acta 
Lips iensia/ and for the Sea-^^lant you was so good to promise me 
yesterday. For the said ^ Acta Lipsiensla^ I sliall l eturu you an ade¬ 
quate value in books, as agreed on between ns; but must beg you 
to wait some time, till 1 have my liberty to seareh those out which 
may be most to your taste ; which if they do not amount to an 
adequate value, you shall be the jtidge, 1 will in that case expirite 
the remainder, with Lpachiy matt ones, Lamps, and other Antiqviities, 
till you cry suJicU^ \ remain, witii much esteem, 

Your obliged friend and humble servant, E. M. Da Costa/* 

^'^DeauSir, 1755 * 

I beg you would send me, by the bearer, the German book 
you inentioaed to me you had to send me; and also dc.sire, if the 
new' List be printeti of our Antiquarian Society, to send me one; 
and likewise to send me the letter Mr. Borlnsesent you in answer 
to your queries, to peruse, wiuch last 1 will re turn yovi sately. 

J write to Mr.Boriase to-moiTow by frank; so, if you have 
any thing to say to him, or would write to him, favour me with 
your company, and I w'ill Jiiclose your letter under miue* 

“ 1 remain, dear Sir, 

Your obliged friend and humble servant, E. M. D.v Costa. ' 

“Dear Stft, B ear binder Lane, Juhj 14, 

“The following particulars relating to tlieDoiselsiiirc Hebrew 
deed which you lent me, and of which 1 gave an account to our 
Antiquarian Society, 1 send you tor your private amusement, not 
being of consequence enough to lay before that Society. I find, that 
the memory of the Rabbi Rushall, who signed this deed, is handed 
dawm by tradition to the present German or Tudesco Jews ; for 
they say he w as a great Haham, or miniscer, iiiEnglandj and that 
Simon Giffard, who is also mentioned in the deed, was his 
brothei'-in-Iaw (for they niarficd two sisters) and partner. They 
were rich and eminent men, and had lent money to Renulph 
Bedford (here mentioned), a Nobleman (who, as tradition goes, 
was of this Bedford Fandly); and Kcnulph had moitgaged his 
titles, estates, dec. to them; but, repaying the mortgage, this 
release is made bv Rushall to quit GitFord autl himself as paitners 
from all demands on Rennlph. The 20th day after the 50th 
year {as I thought) is meant of a Jubilee year, tor 1 tiiid calcu- 
iations of Jubiree yeai's yet subsist among some Jews. 

According to promise, I herewith send you the Iran si at if in 
of the three Hebrew deeds, lent me by Mr. Rooket- ^ haveac- 

’t Uf wUain spe the Literary Auecdot 1 * 3 /* vnl. VIL pp. 102. 547. 
f Henry Hoeke, esq. Keeper of the Ut co ds iu the Tuvver. See Literary 
Aueedi^tts/' vuJ. Vll. pp. 35G, tiGG. 

tt 2 .tmpar.Jtd 
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compajiied tlie translation with some notes of m? own upon 
(hem, and submit the whole to your opinion. 

" I desire, the first leisure you liave, you would send me a 
copy of the letters on the stone which was found in Loudon Wall. 
They are certainly Hebrew, though many are strangely different 
from tlic present characters, and are unknown to all our Rabbis 
whom 1 have consulted. We cannot find the least meaning for 
them : some deny them to be Hebre^v at all; others think they 
are, and tiiat they are blended and made up with conjuring 
marks, and liiat^the whole b a Talisman, or Amulef, which opinion 
1 suhscriixi myself of; othen say that each letter stands for a 
word or sentence 5 but, be it what it will, none can explain or 
guess wliat it is. f also desire yon would send me the List you 
promised me of the books mentioned in the^ Bible, which are 
unknown to us, or have not been preserved to these times. 

“ Your obliged friend and humble servant, E. M. Da Costa.*' 

Mr. Ames to Mi% Pa Costa, 

FR1E^^D Da Costa, Hemntftge, Jui^ 14, 1755, 

At your rei^uest, I have copied out, from the Collection I have 
made, the ten underwritten {I think) lost books; hut should be 
glad to be set to rights by better information. 

I. ' The Prophesy of Enoch/ See Epistle to Jude, ver, 14. 

H, ' The Book of the Warm of the Lord.' Numb. xxi. vcr.14, 

III. " The Prophetical Gosjiel of Eve, which relates to the 
Amours of the Sons of God with the Daughters of Men.' See 
Origen, cont. Celsum. Tetiil. Slc. 

IV. ^The Book of Jeshur/ See Joshua x. vcr. 13 ; and 

Sam. i. ver, 13. 

Y * The Book of Ido the Seer.* See 2 Chron. ix. ver. £9; 
and xii. ver. 15. 

YL ' The br)ok of Nathan the Prophet/ Sec as above. 

VII, ^ The Prophesies of Ahijah the Shilonite/ See above. 

VIIT- ' The Acta of Keboham, in the Book of Slieinaiah/ 
See £ Cdiroii. xii. ver. 15. 

“ IX. ^ The Book of Jehu the son of Hannai.' See £ Chron. 
XXV. ver. 34. 

X, * The five Books of Saloman, treating on the nature of 
trees, beasts, fowle, serjients, and fishes/ See 1 Kings, iv. ver. 33. 

XI. You may add the 151st Psalm, I have it somewhere 

in the house, but cannot at present find it. J. Ames.” 

Mons, Da Costa, ^Vedne^datj, Nov. 30, 17B7. 

' I am at Mr. John Whites in Newgate-street, where I beg 
the favour of you to conduct our friend the Rev. Mr. William 
Borlase, because there he will meet with two subscribers to his 
History tif T^ornwail; and Mr. White would oblige him w'itli 
the sight of the late Earl of Winchester’s British Coins, &c. 6tc. 

Tour real friend, Ames," 


From 
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From Mr, Da Costa. 

** My deah Friend, Bmrblnder Latte, Sept. 14, 

** I herewith send you a Latin copy of all the articles in t he 
' Nora Acta Eruditorum/ for lTo4, p. 523, ct seq. of ytmr His¬ 
tory of Printing, and likewise an English translation of it alh 
as you desired. I wish you w'oxild shew it to our friend Massey, 
to see if it is rightly translated, and to rectify what mistakes he 
finds. 1 likewise send you your History of Priming 1 harrowed. 
I hope 1 have performed youi' desire to your full satlstactlan; for, 
he persuailcd, I shall always strive to pleasure you in what 1 can. 

Your very obliged huiuble servant, K. M. Da Costa/' 


From the Rev. John Hubbock*, B. A. 

Sir, Si. Johns CoUege, Oxon. June IG, 1734. 

I received your^, and am heartily sony I liad not the oppor- 
tunity of shewing your friend Mr. VVallb our Univ-ersity, as also 
tliat 1 did not get "your letter sooner. The enclosed one J de^ 
livored the next day to Mr. Swinton, wdiom I found to be a Fellow 
of Wadham College. Pie told me that it came from Captain 
Newton, whom I have heard you talk of, and that it was about 
some flujdicates of nicdals, that he had collected, and promised 
to Captain Newton. He says lie will be at London in a week's 
time, and then he will ^vait on the Captain w'ith them, J re¬ 
member mv promise to you about the rebuses and dates, and 
shall he glad to collect some for you j but 1 think it necessary 
first to know how many and who Mr. Palmer has given, and 
how many you and Mr. l^ewis liave adtled to hiin. \\ e have not 
Palmer in our Libraries, hut 1 am pretty sure that we have some 
before 1550 in our ownCollege Library, but which to send you that 
you have not, 1 cannot tell Put me in some way, and I will 
take care to look for them as soon as possible. T^e book m 
Queen’s College Library, with the DeviPs liand-writing in it, 
taken out of the class, and locked up lately, that it might not Im 
handled so often j but [ hayc a friend there, who can apply to the 
Librarian for me, and 1 hope to send you the tiilc-page in my 
next. The Bodleian Catalogue will not be finished a long while 
yet, I believe f but 1 have not enquired particiihuly how far they 
have got in it. I fancy the Alexandrian iMS of the Bible you 
mentioned is the samie with that which Grabe made use of in his 
edition of the Septuaglnt. I can assure you that I transcribed 

* Mr. HubWyk proceeded M. A. in *“37 j ii> 1730 was presented, 
by Cliarles Duke of Uukoii, to the Reetory of BAtcomb, and Iso lo tliAi of 
Froare Vanchurch, both m the county of Dorset j and jn 175^' be obtampd 
the united Rectories of St. Peter and the Holy Trinity, Durchei^ler, in 
which town lie was a School master of some eminence. He hf>J also a Pre¬ 
bend hs the Church of Chichester, and was Official to the 5ishop of BristnU 
He ilie^lj ut March 1, I78L 


fdl 
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all the I iiscrijttitjas you lent me, aiul shouUl be glad of more. 
There are two of tow's Chronicles or Annals in the Bodleiaiij 
one dated 1592, the other dated IdOl - and we have one like the 
(irst ill oiir own Library, dated 1592j iniprinted at London by 
Halfe Nctvbery, in quai'to* 

'The sect of iVIethodists ycurenquire after is, 1 believe, entijcly 
quashed j at least, not now talked of at alL 

Oui' Pbysick Garden goes on tinely: there are t\^ o new 
green'houses building for exotics, one vn the right hand, and 
the other on the left hand of the gate, after you come into the 
garden, standing full South ; and they are to be rustic work, in 
imitation of ihe gate, which is, if you renieinljer, a rustic gate. The 
Professor of Botany is to beoncDnDillenlnst, a man famous in Ins 
way, who \vaa published two large folio volumes of curious plants* 
He has not been her(^ yet, but it is thought, when he comes, that 
he will get, besides his salary, a great income by reading public 
Botany Lectures, as Bradley does at Cambridge. We have as 
fine a Horitm siccus^ i. e. a collection of dried plants, particularly 
Asiastic, as was ever collected. There are about 30 or 40 volumes, 
full, which were collected and given by Dr. Slicrard, foi'uierly of 
our College, who was at Smyrna some years. The University 
are going to lay a small tax on every degree, for some time, to 
raise more luoney, towards carrying on this business, I have been 
pretty busy .since I saw you lierc, }au'ticijlurly ut the time of the 
Act j and 1 can furnish you with the printed accounts of the ex¬ 
ercise to be performed ilien, whicli make up w luit we cal) the 
Ceiemoniale of an Act* They are pretty scarce ; and will be 
lalliable if we sliould not have another soon, which there is no 
likcliljood of, I was employed in some of the public verse?, and 
when the Prince of Orange was here also. You will dnd me 
among the Ejnihalenia vMniurs, if it is worih jour while to look* 
i have been chosen Fellow of the Coliege since, and taken my de¬ 
gree of Datchdor of Arts, and been through a course of Natural 
Fhilos()[>hy wiihonr Professor^ and am now jueparing for orders. 
If 1 could get any tiung worth kaiing college for, 1 should be 
glad to be settled, and especially in London j vvhere if it Iks in 
your way to hear of a Curacy or Lectureship, 1 should be obliged 
to you for information and ^slstance* 

1 bought four smuO ]Jri)its lately by chance, engraved by 
Albei t Aldcrgraft* They contain the story of Lot His mark 
and date iu them is different from that in the ‘ Repeitorimn 
Sculptile Typlcum** 

“ ! should be inlinilely obliged to you if you would vviatc to 
me ofcener, and will lake care of the packet you promise me. 
My humble service to Mr, Clare and Mr, Tenant* 1 believe I 
shall be in town the beginning of Winter, 

"" You r obi igc d h n n ibl e se la an 11o command, J. H u n b o c k,' * 

^ The c.ise proved-to be very different, 

f S^je an iWcouiit. of this eminent Professor in the “ Literary Aneedotes," 
vuL Hi, p* 157- 

From 
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Letters to and from the Rev. Dr. C, Lyttelton*. 

To Mr. Joseph Ames* 

“ SiE, Universihj Colle,g€j Oxford^ July 1743. 

“ I met with a book the other (by, in our Public Library^ with 
the Printer s name and deviee, which, perhaps, may not have 
fallen within yfnir searches. It is thus eniilled, ^ The Myrrour, 
or Glass of H el the j impryiited by me Robert Wyre, d welly nge at 
the sygne of Seynt Johau Evangelist, in Seyiit Martyns paryshc 
in the felile, besyde Charyngc Crosse in the Byshop of Norwyche 
Rents/ Under is a wooden cut of St. John and the Eagle, with 
a view of churches and houses (1 suppose of London)} and at 
the bottom of the leaf, " eobeet wxee/ 

I am going into Worcestershire ftir some tune j therefore, if 
yon would have any further account of this book, l>r. Fisiier, I 
suppose, will examine It for you ^ he will find tt in the Ash mole 
Study, among the Aubrey Collection, No. 41, 12mo. lam 

Your humble servant, Cu. Lyttelton-/’ 

Sin, Arundel Street, April 25, 1744. 

Some unforeseen business prevents Dr. Pococke and my.self 
dining with M]‘, Caslonf to-morrow, I give you this notice that 
you may defer your visit till some day next week, when we will 
endeavour to meet there, lam, Ch, Lytteltos^/’ 

SiK, Unioersily College. 24, 1744-5* 

Though many of tiie following Patents, no doubt, you have 
seen, yet, as some of them may have escaped you, \ trouble you 
'tvith a List of them j and shall be glad, when 1 come to town in 
April to hear that my pains have Ijeen of the least service to you 
in promoting your Histoiy of Engiish Printers. 

Pat. 7 Edw. VI pars 3. Licence to Richard Pottel, Citizen 
and Stationer and Printer of London, ' to prynt for 7 years all 
books of y^ common law / also * License to John Daye to prynt 
a Catechisme in English, and all bokes coiiipylcd by Bishop 
of Winton, and Thomas Beacon, S. T. P. 

''Pat. 1 Mar. pars 11. Licence to John Waillond, Citizen 
and Scrivener of London, ' to print Rymers or Manual Prayei's 
for 7 years/ Pat. S and 4 Phil, and Mary, pal’s 10. Licence to 
the same jverson of the same import. 

" Pat. 2 and 3 Phil and Mary, pars 1. Licence to Richard 
pottel to print law books, as above. 

'' Pat. 4 and 5 Phil and Mary, pars 4. Licence to Robert 
Calve of London, Pj inter, to print the ^ Wolsome and Cathol. 
doctryne concerning y^ 7 Sacraments, by Tho. Bishop of Lincoln. 

" Ibid, jiars 13. Licence to Thomas Phayer, to piini the 
' Aeucidos tjf Vergil,’ wJiicb he had translated inro Liiglish. 

^ Afterwards Deati of Exeter, Bhhop of CvrHsle, and Praivleut of the 
Society of Antiquaries ; of whom see the iJterarv Anecdutt^s. VlL 241. 

f This first of that name tUstinguished in the Amjals of LeUe r-foundin;^, 
vvns a DOiost worthy and amiable roan i and at bL lio^pitaLJe hoard were 
frequently assembled lar^e parties of literary uien, particularly the aiiia- 
letifs of Jiiusick. Seethe Literary Aneeootes,” voL 11. pp. 

Pat 
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Pat. 1 EUz. para 1 . Licence to John Daye of London, PiinUi" 
and Stationer, and Ins assigns, during Ufcj to imprint his ^ Cos- 
mographical Glass/ &c. 

* ^ Ibid, pal’s 4- Licence to Pottell to print law .books for his 
life. Also License to William Seres, Stationer of London, to 
print Ryiiiers and Psalters. 

"" Pat. 3 EHz. pars 13, Licence to John Bodleigh to imprint 
the English Bible. 

Pat. 5 EUz. pars 3. Licence to Thomas Cooper of Oxford, 
" havyng takyn pains in correcting and amendyng the English 
Dictionary called ^ Bibliotheca El iota,’ to have the sole printing 
thereof/ 

Pat. 9 Eliz. pars 9. Licence to John Daye to print David's 
Psalms for 10 years, 

Pat. 14 Eliz, pars 6 . Licence to John Eaj'ret to print a 
Dictionary, for 7 3 ears. 

Pat. 19 Eliz. pars 8. Licence to Christopher Barker to 
print the Statutes. 

"^Ibid. pal’s 9 . Licence to Christopher Saxton to imprint Biapa 
of England. 

Pat. 20 Eliz. pars 10. Licence to Nicasius Yetsweirt to 
print all common law books for 30 years. Cn. Lyttelton,*’ 

To Mr. Emanuel Mendbz Da Costa. 

SiH, ^idersbroo/Cj Dee, 29, 1747. 

" l am now with Mr. Letheuillicr at Aldersbrook, who proposes 
carrying me to town on Saturday morning, and we would both 
willingly pay a visit to your Collection of Fossils at that time if 
it be convenient to you to see us. 1 must beg, therefore, the 
favour of a line by the return of the penny post, directed to me 
at Sfnciri Jjetheuiltief^Sj nt ^^ld€rsbroo/e in whether that 

^day, and eleven o'clock in the morning, be proper and conve¬ 
nient to you. I am, 8cc. Ch. Lyttelton,'* 

“ Sir, Jldersbrooke^ Jan. 4, 1749-50. 

Mr* Letheuillier cannot possibly wait on you on Saturday 
next, being obliged to stay at home on business. As this is the 
ease, I have promised to give him the meeting sonic other day 
in Adam s Court, after my icturn to town, that we may enjoy 
together the sight of your curious fossili. Ch. Lyttelton." 


Mr, Da Costa to the Dean of Exeter 
Rev, Sir, Court in Broad Sireet, Dec. J9, IfSO. 

** According to your commands, which I always shall think a 
pleasure to obey, 1 here send you the account and description of 
the hitherto nondescript Fossil you left in niycare. I assure you. 
Sir, from your peremptory desires of only describing it, without 
making any remarks tliat might occur to me of its origin, species, 
&c, I am afraid you will think my said description a vei'ystern jiaper; 
and, by not granting me free liberty of conscience, you have so 

* " Dr. LytUltoii answered this by word af mouth.** E. M, D. C. 

crampt 
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Granipt my ideas, that many words by which I couM have described 
it more briefly and intelligibly, I am forced to reject. The word 
Bivalve^ had yen defended my using it, would have made a very 
good part of speech 5 however, such as I can do, 1 here offer 
to you, and hope it will prove acceptable^* 

The curious figured Fossil I have now the pleasure to pro¬ 
duce to the Society is hitherto a nondescript, and as rare as its 
figure is elegant* ’ Dr, Bruckraann, in his ^ Epistolie Ttinerarise,* 
Epist. 23, p. 6 , tab. 2 , and Supplement, p. 15, indeed figures 
it, and hb icons arc pretty good, but he gives no description of 
it, and only calls it polypus marinus putrefadns, and adds, that 
he and the famous Mons. Pinckius of Leipaic figure it to com- 
inunicate it to the learned to invite them to determine what it is. 
No other lithographist has, to my knowledge, mentioned it, nor 
is it existent in any of the museums of the curious that 1 can find. 
I discovered a single specimen of it last year iu the limestone pits 
at Dudley in Worcestershire, just on the edge of Slafibrdshire, 
This year, Jiaving got some more sj)ecimens from the same place, 
along with an elegant large mass of limestone full of them, and 
the specimens being quite perfect, I have in the following attempt 
endeavoured to describe it as a body that in truth falls short of 
every description can be done, that it may be communicated to 
the learned by means of the Royal Society, The single specimens 
J have received are nearly all of the same bigness as this, viz. of 
the size of a small walnut (but several in the mass are gradating 
smaller and smaller to that of a filberd) j it is rather flattish on 
one side, and very convex on the other | of near an oblong oval 
foim, but very irregular. As there are two prominences or 
angles jutting out towards the lower end, and that the two ends 
turn q^uite inwards, the convex part which I shall call tlte upper, 
is somewhat sharp at the top, which, as abovesaid, turns quite 
inwards, and gradually widening as it comes outward, foi^ms a 
triangular convex part, reaching to near the end. This triangular 
part is divided into three lobes or jiartitions : q^uite from its point 
to its end the lobes widen in the same maimer as the whole triaii* 
gle. The middle lobe is of half the breadth of the tw^o side lobes, 
but is near double as convex as all the lobes are, in a most ele¬ 
gant manner transversely sulcated by regular equidistant thick 
ridges, and dead furrows* Those of the two side lobes exactly 
correspond , but those of the middle lobe axe thicker and 
somewhat cun'ed, the curvature tending towards the basis. The 
end of this whole triangular part is terminated by a thick edge 
or ridge, cuning downwards at each lobe j but curves greatly 
lower at the middle lobe, and thence gradually straightening to 
the extremes of the side lobes, forms at its corners the two pro¬ 
minences or angles above described. The rest of the upper part, 
which turns so much Inwards as to appear a basis, for it is only 

* TUjs was sent, as above-said, to Dr. Lyttelton (by Mr. Brandes) to 
give to the Society; but Dr. Lyttelton suppressed all this, and only gave 
a line or two of it, where it was found, Dec. 20, 1750. See Phil. Trans, 
with a very curiuus icon uf the large mass here mentioned, and some 
loose ones*" E* ftl* D* C* seen 
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seen when held perpendicular^ coi^sista of a flatlLsh or slightly 
convex jdate of a semi-oval form, and all its cn'ciimference is 
surrounded by the same thick edge or ridge, which terminates 
the lobes, and of which the continuation round this |)art is made 
from the two prominences or angles. The mitldle of this plate, 
which lies directly under the middle lobe, is curiously embel¬ 
lished with a high convex tvork or moulding, very otM, but wbich, 
as far as description will admit, is of a aelief large piece, like a 
jug narrowing to the mouth, which is next the lobe j and in the 
interstices on eacli side of the naiTOW mouth, ate two Rat round 
knobs, the first pair double the size of the second pair, which is 
joined or connected to the jug-like moulding. At the lower end 
are two very in ominent and hollowed knobs like ears, one on 
each Bide. 'The rest of this part is quite smooth. 

In regard to the lower part. It needs little descripilon- The 
point of the upper triangular part above described, turning in- 
wai’ds on it to bait its length, and the end of the plate turning 
also inwaj ds on it, nearly covers half its lower surface, Tlie rest 
is A vacuity, which is of limestone, and seems to be onlva vacuity 
between the pai'ts of the body, and not any broken, injured, or 
wanting part. On this side the circumference of the under plate 
is continued in a uansverse ridge from the angles, whicii ridge 
is doable as tlnck and prominent as it is on the upper side, 

"MVhat the origin of this figured body is I cannot determine, 
but it undoubtedly belongs to the animal kingdom*.j 

Ihis, bir, is what 1 think iieccssaiyj and it is a vei’y luinutc 
dcsciiptioiit Whatever alterations, abbreviations, &c, vou please 
to make, do it freely, for it is entirely dedicated to your use. 

“ 1 shaH bring tlie Imssll with me to the Society, to return it 
you again. 1 am. See. Emanuel Mendez Da Costa/' 


Mr. Ames to Ebenezer Mussel^, Esq . 

“ Good Sir, Satimknj Moniing^ March ^1, 174G. 

1 hope you will excuse my being from home yesterday: I 
did not know ol the ajipointujent: when I wi'ote, it was to sell 
all Mr. Lewis's books, which \ did to Mr.Thomas Payne in Roned 
Court, i believe you know we all thought you had a great bargain 
m that lot at Lord Oxfords, and how seldom those things ofiitT 
themselves. The gentlemen think the pr ices reasonable, ibr I 
once offered for a MS Testament, and it sold for 5^. 5^,^ and 
a friend of ours gave 4L for liis, and says this h fairer, and, if it 
was covered in velvet, would fetch more. The small one has 
several Entire Epistles. 

\ our Consular Coin of Julius is what they must sell, there- 
fore the moDey would be much better j its being there may be a 
loss on It. I shall be at Loyd s next ucbdav, and after Chaoge 
purj>ose waiting on you at the 3 Tuns, Cornliilk being to go inm 
Kent, Vvednesday evening or Thursday morning, J, Ames."' 

^ bis g^eiitlemaii xvill be itetteetl iti a future pa^e. 


From 
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From Mr, Thomas Ruddiman*^. 

** Sir, Edinburghy March TO, 1/44. 

About two weoks ago I was favoui'ed with your most courfeous 
lotEer, together with some copies of your Proposals for printing 
the lypographical Antiquidea of England^ as also with a MS, 
account of what yt)u could lind of the progress of that art in 
oiu* country. Some time before a gentleman here that keeps up 
a correspondence with our common friend Dr* Mitcheh spoke to 
me of your design, desiring of nie. In hU name, that 1 would give, 
what assistance 1 was able in pi^omoling that work with respect 
to our Scots Primers, As 1 liave a hearty inclination to do any 
thing that may be obliging to tlie worthy Dociorj but inoi'e par¬ 
ticularly to contribute my mite to the furthering of any laudable 
and ingenious undt^rtaking, 1 have employed some pains to 
discover wdiat hooks have been printed in this country during 
your period, that are not mentioned in yoiir MS. 1 have already 
found about a dozen j and if youi^ work is not in great forward* 
ness, and more time is allowed me, 1 am hopeful to had some 
moi'e. This is the occasion of my present wj itiiigi that yon may 
be pleased to let me know within what lime you will have use 
for such notes as 1 may send youj tor, according to that, the 
discov eries 1 can make will be more or Jess miinerous* 1 need 
not tell you, that though during your period we had sevei al per¬ 
sons of considerable learning among us, yet the art of Printing 
had made a very small jn ogress in the country, the most valuable 
of our writers being obliged to cause their works to be printed 
elsewhere. To this 1 must add, that though in the space to 
which you confine yourself there were doubtless a great many 
bool'is, pamphlets, Ac, prinU^d in this country^ yet as the far greater 
part of them were more calculated for eniertaining of the fancy, 
than improving the mind of the leader (which 1 observe is in 
some nieasui e the case witii many of the books printed in England 
by Caxton, Worde, Ac*), it could not choose but that a great 
number of them should be lost or destroyed with the usage. Tliis 
I thought fit to mention j and 1 wish you would take notice of it 
in your Preface, that tlie small number of books, Ac, that can 
now be found to have been printed in Scotland before the year 
16'Q(> may not cast an imputation of barbarity and ignorance 
upon our country, which foreigner's ar'e otherwise too apt to 
tax us wilh* 

* “ Mr* Archibald Campbell, who for many years made it bis 
business to collect all the Scots authors he could find, may give 
\ou some assistance. lie lives, J think, in Queens Street, 
Westminster, but am not sure. You will readily get notice 
uf him at Forresrs Coffee-house, near Charing Cross/’ 

i wait your rctuirv to what 1 have above mentioned ; and, 
with my iiiost hearty respects remembered to good Dr. Mitchell, 
1 an 1, Sir, your most hunible sersant, Teo* Run d i mjik . 

f This eminent PrUiter was for aliuust fifty years Keeper of the Advo- 
ca:es LiUrarj in EdiJiburgU, He died Jain iO, 1757* iu/his S3fl year. 

“ Worths 
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" WoETHY SiE^ Edmhurghf May 31j 1744- 

I received yours, together with two copies of your Greek 
Insct'iption, which, as it is a ciirious luonumeiit of antiquity, 1 
jeturn you my moi^t hearty ackiiowledginents for the favour* 
Had I not been mucli imiried otherwise, I would have tians- 
mitted you with Mr* Preston a note of books printed in Scotland 
to the year 1 COO } but that gentleman, who does me the favour 
of being the bearer hereof, being to go off sooner than I expected, 
I could not have time to put that List in such: order as was pro¬ 
per j but, as 1 see by yours that you will not have use for it for 
a month lienee, I shall make it my particular business to have it 
with you before that time. Only 1 could wish that, for saving 
your expcnce as much may be, you >vould find out some Member 
of Parliament, or any other that has the privilege of being free 
of postage, by w'liose means 1 might get what I have to send you 
transmitted without charges* Being afmid of missing Mr. Pres¬ 
ton, I must break off, and therefore only add that I am very 
respectful ly^ worthy Sir, &c. Tho, Roodj man.” 

^'Worthy Sin, Edmhurght July 17, 1744. 

" About ten days ago I put into the hands of one of Mr* Hamil¬ 
ton's sailors the Writ you sent me concerning our Scots Priiitera, 
in wliich 1 caused to be inserted, as near as I could in their 
proper places, all the books, &c. that I could discover printed 
in this country iu the period to which you have iiaiited your un¬ 
dertaking. 1 have also taken tlie freedom to correct some things 
in your paper, and to give the titles of some of the books more 
full than you have done, yon not having, as I suppose, seen them 
yourself. I am sorry that, after the small assistance I can give 
you, or what you have had otherwise, all the accounts that can 
be had w ill comparatively be but vei 7 dame with respect to our 
country, though 1 make no doubt but that a vast number of 
other books have been printed in ScotUind during that time; but 
tliose, ag 1 wrote you before, and you yourself must be sensible 
of, have perished in the use; and several, which it is not easy to 
come to the knowledge of, are yet in private liands. Perhaps, had 
T more time, 1 could Imve discovererl some of these ; btit, as your 
undertaking will not admit any longer delay, you will accept, 
good Sir, my hearty inclinations to serve you, 1 having done as 
much as my otlicr business and the linie prescribed me would per¬ 
mit, ^Vhat 1 have now sent you would have come much sooner 
had I found a proper opportunity. As you desired it to come to 
you by sea, I have frequently called for "our Leith sh ip-mast ers; 
and finding that Captain Hamilton was to go off before those you 
mention, I called for him, who promised to take particular care 
of it, Tire second time I went to l..eith with design to put it into 
his own hands, 1 happened to miss him, but gave it unto one of 
Ills saifors, taking his receipt for it, whieh you have Viere inclosed, 
and hope it will come safe enough. The unhappy war in 
which we are engaged has retarded our shi[)-masters from going 
off 50 regular as before; but, as we are assured that a man of war 

or 
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or two V¥ill soon be aent to guard them, I am hopeful Captain 
llamilfon will be with you in due time, he having, as I am in¬ 
formed, put his ship into the road, in expectation of that convoy. 

** You will excuse, good Sir, that I in my turn take the free¬ 
dom to put you to a little trouble, which is this :—^There is a 
young man that lives, as he informs me, in your neighbourhood 
in Wapping. His name is Aleximder Brown; he went over some 
years ago to St. Christopher's at the desire of a cousin of his, a 
clergy’man in that Inland, one Mr, Aodei-son, who dying while 
he was there, among other acts of charity and beneficence, has 
settled upon him and his heirs for ever forty pounds sterling, 
which is well secured for him in this country. This Alexander 
Brown was a I'aw country lad before he went thither, and has 
been now for some years in London, and, as he writes me, has 
set up a wTiting-school, which he is, as it could not well be other¬ 
wise j but very indifferently qualified for* As I am one of the 
trustess of the fund out of w hich he, whh a great many others, 
receive their annuities, I have very often urged him to come to 
Scotland, that he might ascertain me and the other tinistees that 
he is the person that is entitled to his sum } yet he has put me oflf 
from year to yeai*. I prevailed with the trustees to advance one 
Year's"annuity, which 1 had remitted liini some time before, as 
i have fifteen pounds more since. About April or May last year 
lie wrote me that he could not come oCT till the following Christ¬ 
mas; and when that was come, 1 had a letter from him, in whldi 
he t-old me that his affairs were such that he could not leave 
London UllLadj-day; but I have had no account of him since, 
which makes me afraid that either he is dead, or that some mis¬ 
fortune has befallen him. i must therefore beg of you, good 
Sir, that either yourself, or some other person, will please to 
enquire after him, and, if he is aUve. learn the reasons he has 
foi delaying st> long to return to his own country^ assuring 
him withal, a^ I have oftentimes told him before, that other¬ 
wise he can expect no more of his annuity. After you h^re been 
at that trouble, you will be so good as to inform me by post what 
he designs to do> and what satisfaction he can give you, or you 
can otherwise learn, concerning that business he has taken up. 
The direction he gives me is, at Mr. Richard Sharp's, in Sir 
William Warren's Square, Wapping. 

** Among other things you will excuse this long scribble, wduch 
I thought necessary to give you concerning him. You will please 
to ofF^' my hearty service and kind remembi^nces to my good 
worthy friend Dr. Mitchell. I am, with great respect. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, Thos. Ruddimax." 

WoKTUY SiK, Edinburgh, Jan. 30, if45. 

I was favoured with yours, which, though dated 21 Nov. last, 
came only to my hands on Friday last. I should indeed liave latis- 
fied whatA'ou now demand of me some time ago, when you desired 
the same Uiing, viz. a cop? of the Patent or Licence gi^anted to 

Thomas 
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Tiiornas Pavicl?an for printing our Acta of ParliameDt, anno 
‘ loiU; and tile reason wliy 1 did not return \oli an answer chieHy 
was, that the gentleman in whose passession that edition of some 
of our i\cts of Parliament is, tvas in the country at a gooil dis¬ 
tance from this placej and was not to return to it till the sitting 
down of our Court of Se:^sion, as we call it, of \^hlch he is one 
of the Senators nr Judges. Besides^ he is a person of difficult 
access j aiifl as it cost me a good deal of attendance before I could 
have the opportunity of seeing it, and writing out the account 
of it I sent you, I was nnwilling to give his Lordship (fur that 
is a title we give to tlie Judges of that Supreme Court) any far¬ 
ther trouble that way. flowever, as I see you so earnest to 
have the copy of that Licence^ by the assistance of his son 1 pro¬ 
cured another sight of the book on Monday last, and tv rote out 
of it the copy hereto subjoined with my own hand, iiaving kept 
close to the spelling of the original. By it you will see that it is 
not pj’operly a Patent granted to Davidson of being the Kings 
Printer, bat only a confirmation of a Licence granted by Act of 
Pariiament to Sir .Tames Foulis of Colliiigtan, then Lord llegister 
of Scotland, to eause these Acts to be imprinted by wliat Printer 
he should tlunk fit to choose ; but so as that the said Printer 
shoukl have also a Special Licence from the King to the same 
purpose. It would seem tliat as yet, and perhups for some time after, 
no Patent was given to any of being the King’s Printer in general 
in this Nation. When that office began in Euglanch you will rea¬ 
dily know j but I believe in this Kingdom we had no such office 
till towards the beginning of our King James the Sixth's reign. 
If you tliink it may be of any use to you, and that the informa¬ 
tion may not come too late, I shall cause search for it from our 
public Records, to which I have easy access. 1 am heartily 
sorry that what 1 now send you sliould come so late, and 1 wish 
it be not too late, to your hands. If that should happen, if it 
is worth your while, you may give it a place either in your Pre¬ 
face, or in an Ajipeiidix, if you are to have any. 

From the date of this Licence it appears tiiat these Acts of 
Parliament were not printed till towards the end of the year 
1541, and that the frontispiece has 15-10 on it, yet it would seem 
that that figure had been cut before, and designed for othei' 
books that should be pi'intecl by Davidson in tbat loiin after¬ 
wards. I forgot io acquaint you in my last, that by all the en¬ 
quiry 1 could make, 1 could not discover any one book printed 
in Ireland before your [jeriod. 1 continue, with great respect, 
worthy Sir, your most obedient, 6:c. Thos. Ruddiman/* 

* The Copy of the Kinge's Grace Licence and Privilege, grant it 

to Thomas Davidson Prentar, for Imprinting of his Grace's 

Actos of Parliament. 

" James, be the Grace of God King of Scottis, to all and 
sin dry qubom it efferis. Forsamekill as it is ordanit be us, be 
aneact mad in plane Parliament, that all nur Artis maid be m 

be 
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be publislit outtbrowal our lealme. And thnt nane onr shereiffia, 
stewanlH balHes, prouest, and baillies 6f oure burrowis, suld 
pretend igiiorante ilimw’inbknawing lliairof, that our clerk, of 
registre and counsel ^old mak ane autentik copie of all sik actis 
as°concetnb the comnioun wed of our realnje^ and extract 
the sainiii under his subscription manunle, lo be impreutit be 
qiihat prentar it sail pleia Viim to cheia. Providing ahvuyis that 
the said prentar sail kmc our special licence ihairto, as in Ihe 
said act at mair ieiuU is contenit We heirfore hes gevyn and 
grant if, and be the tennur heirof gevis and gi'anUs our h^^^eace 
to ome loiiit Xhomas Davidson, Imprentar in ciur bvirgh ot Kdin- 
burgh, to imprent oure saidis Actis of Parliament, And dis- 
chargls all other Imprentaris and writtaris within vis our rcalme 
or withoutj present and for to cum, to imprent or wiit our 
saidis Actis of Parliament, or bring thaynv hame lo he sauld for 
the space of sex, zeris nixt. t o cum eftir t he dait of thlr present is, 
under the pane of confiscation ot the sainyn* Subscririt with 
our hands, and gevin under (uir piiue scill. At Etlinburgh the 
sext day of December, And of our regne the xxix zeir, 

^1". Goo KEiP THE King/ 


From tlie Rev, John T.a.nner* to Mr. Ames. 

f< SiH, LotL'Csloftf FtL ^Sy 17^3- 

Having seen your Advert iscincnfc of an Essay towards the 
History of our aiitient Printers, ! take the liberty to acquaint 
yon that I have in my hands a thin 4to MS. containing many 
such memorandums of ant lent Frintei*s and Bookscdlcrs as follow: 

“ Aide, John, Printer, Loud, lu76, (Mornay of Death.) 

^ Edward, FrUitc.r, Lend, 1594, 

‘•^Audley, John, in Brituiiwstreet, near Great St* Bartholo¬ 
mew's, 1561. In Little Britaine-strect, beyond Aldersgate, 1566. 
(Aurelius,) 1574, Fulke^s Sermon. 

Aggas, Edward, Bookseller, at the Red Dragon in PauVs 
Church-yard, 1576. " Morn ay of Death/ ^ St. Augustine's Lad¬ 
der to Paradise/ 

'^Andreas (Laur.) Printer, at the Golden Cross near Flete- 
bridge. 1 n Elete-strcte, 1527. ' Brunswick of Deslil/ 

J'his book was begun by the noted Mr. John Bagford, but 
is chiefly of Bishop Tanner's writing. There is in it a print of 
William Caxton, and another of Wynkyn de Wordc. Pei^aRS 
there may be some little thing or other in it which may be ot 
service. If you are willing to see it, let me know ir, and it shall 
be forthwith seat you by, Sir, ^ 

Vour humble servant, Iannek. 

* Many years Vicar of Lewes toft in Suffolk j of whouT see Ihe Literary 
Anecdotes,’^ vi4. VIU. p 40^* He was broiher to Bp. Tanner, and editor of 
tLe Nolitia Moua^tica.'" 


SlH, 
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** StKi Lowestoft^ /!ptil 7j 1744* 

I have this day delivered the thin MS. n^entioned in my 
last to a neighbour^ who takes the stage*coach for London on 
Monday morning', and, without any unforeseen accident, will be 
there on Tuesday night* It is tied up in a papei* directed for 
you, and if you send to, or call at Mr* South's in fed liter stjuare, 
and ask for Mrs* Arnold of Lou'estoft, she will deliver it, 

“ I intended to have bought your book, and am obliged to 
you for sending me a subscription] but I know not whether the 
MS. will be of any service to you, and if it be, 1 am a lover of 
antiquities, and desirous of encouraging them as much I can, 
and thercfoi'e have put up 10 a‘* 6rf. in the MS* and desire you to 
excuse my not taking the subscription grtiiw* 1 am, Sii‘, 

Your humble servant, J. Tanxeil" 


From the Rev, Richard Widmqre 

“ My good FarflX^D, Jbbet/ ChisterSi Afivit 20, 1743* 
Since ] saw you last 1 Iiave published that little thing relating 
to the Church of Westminster, which you were so kind as to 
shew to your Society fiom me* IF you please to accept of one of 
them, it shall be at your service whenever you call upon 

Your humble servant, IIichasd Widmoee,'* 

SiK, Jbbeij CloysterSf Monday Morningj May 2, 1743-' 

" The Arclidcacon of Suffolk, Wilkins, hath in his hands 
some pallets of Ml^ Bagford, relating to the English Printers, 
with the late Bishop Tanner's observations and improvements; 
and particularly I observed a cut of Caxton the Printer* If you 
desire to Ece this, be pleased to call upon me some day this week* 
Dr. Wilkins goes out of town this day scven-night,^and carries 
the papers with iiim i he lodges at present very near the Abbey* 
Your very humble servant, Uichaed Widmqhe*’' 

“ My good Friend, fFejitmimter Jbhey, July 27s 1745* 
i purpose, if the day be fair, and I able to walk so far, to 
call on you a little after ten next Tuesday; but desire no dinner 
be provided for me, because t do think to dine elsewhere* Look¬ 
ing into your ^ Catalogue of English Pi inters,' I do not sec John 
Ovei'ton, the Ipswicli Printer* There is in our Library a quarto 
edition of Bale’s Centuries, piinteci at that place, and by that 
man in 1548, which you may see whenever you please* 

” Your humble servant, Righaed Widmoek*" 

^ Of ivhoiD see the ** Literary Anecdotes,*' vol. II. p. S28 ; and vol* 
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Letters to and irom Dr. Zachary Grey 


From the Rev. Dr. Francis AsTRYf- 
Rev. Sir, James *s Place, March 173S. 

" I give you tlxis ti^uble, to thank you for your kind present j 
and Withal to acquaint you with what you will be pleased with 
knowing, that i have the consent of the ladies who are execu¬ 
trices of Mrs. Barecock, tha# your curate Mr. Clark have part 
in that Charity; and that I have accordingly, at their requ^t, 
undertaken to pay him BOh before my return out of Bedfordshire* 
I take this occasion to say to you, that, when I was with the 
ladies, 1 took the liberty of recommending to them the case of 
Mr, Metcalfe's fnend, 1 wish 1 conlil say with the same success j 
but, indeed, 1 am afraid they are not inclined to favour him, 
though I am not sure hut their disposition may alter* In the 
mean time, I pray you to give my humble service to Mr. Metcalfe, 
and to assure him, and be assured yourself, that I spoke all I 
could think proper in his behalf* Mr* Metcalfe was so good as 
to call at iny house when 1 was in Essex. I am, Sir, 

" Your aflectionate humble servant, Francis Astry/’ 
Rev, Sir, St. James*s Plase, Nov ^S, IT^l- 

1 am very much obliged and thankfid to you for your kind 
present of mead, which my .seiTant found at the Iim where you 
directed, and which we shall in due time spend in drinking 
health to the Founder. 

I have met with a little book, intituled, ' Select Proverbes, 
Italian, Spanish, French, English, Seotish, chiefiy moral** It 
was printed in 1707^ and is said to be the Collection of Dr. Maple- 
toft, If it may be of any probable use to you in your design upon 
HudibraSj my Mend in whose closet it had a place, has promised 
me the loan of it for you, in case you direct me how it may be con¬ 
veyed to you* I am. Sir, 

'' Your very affectionate friend and humble servant, 

Francis Aetey/* 

Dear Sir, Jan. 5, 1747- 

I sent my friend's copy of the Speeches (on occasion of Sir 
Hans Sloane*s present to the University of Oxford of an Owl) to 
you, as you desired, and ordered the bearer of it to leave it for 
you at Ml'S- Hen'ey'^s at Ampthill, and to desire Iier to get it 
conveyed to Houghton. I doubt it has miscaiTicd j but, if you 
have receivefl it and have done with it, I should be glad if you 
would direct it to St. James's Place. 

Your faitliful humble servant, Francis Asxaif." 

^ Sect lbe “ Literary .4iiecJotea» ' voK IL jjp. 53$—543* 

■f* Krancis Astry, of Mertun College, Oxford j M* A. 1702; B- and 
D. D. ITI5; anil Treasurer of St. PaulV hi ihe same year He vras in 
ITJtJ presented to the Rectoiy- of St. Martln*i5, Liidsate, which he resjfned 
in 1717* He printed Hunullsy recumniended,” a Serinun preached at 
St PauJ% April SO, 17Id; and a Spital Sermon in 1733; and a Fast 
Sermon before ihe Lord Rlayor, at St* PauFs, 1760* He died Oct- 30, 
]7tr6, at the great age of 51. 

Vox*. IV. 


R 
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From the Rev. Montagu Bacon* 


Sir, ^ [1745.] 

I spent a good part of last Summer in examining your 
Hudibius, with much pleasure and instruction. 1 am sure you 
have cleared up a great many things to me; but likewise 1 found 
there remained a great many that puzzled me, and several of 
my learned acquaintanee, I have made a pretty laige collection 
of these, with the best interpretatiom I could get from all hands, 
not disdaining the meanest persons, viz. in their art. Amongst 
the rest of my difficukies, I find the word caides’d. As it is a 
word 1 never met with any where else, 1 suppose it must be in 
that sham Hudibras of which you speak in your notes. As you 
quote something out of that sham Hudibras, I suppose you must 
have it by you. I would be glad to know whether it is there, 
or no. Our Author himself lai^ly uses any words that are not 
good English, Pernidon, I think, and one or two more may 
be found, 

“ Whence he got the word capoch'dj I cannot conceive; it 
was in the first Edition, 

“ What cicklet spelt with a c, means, I can by no enquiry 
find out: ^ Ckkle, horse-shoe, hollow flint,* 

" How ^ Beggars under edges njake 

-dead horses 

Their Spiritual Judges of Divorces,* 

I cannot heai' any account from any body, 

♦ This elegant scholar was the st-cond of three sons of Nicholas Bacon, 
Esq, (son atid heir of Sir Nicholas Bacon, of Shrubland Hall, in the parish of 
Coddenhao^, Suffolk, Knight of the Bath, ! 661, at the Coronation of King 
Charles II,) hy the Lady Catharine Montagu, youngest daughter of Edward 
first Earl Sandwich, (This lady was alter wards re-married to the ReY,BaJt- 
bai^ar Gardeman, who was nearly SO years Vicar of Coddenham. He died 
Dec. 19,1739,Eet, 64; and she Jan, 15, 1757s at the advanced age of 
Montagu Bacon, born in 1668 , was adinitted a Fellow-Commoner ofTrh 
nl ty Col le ge, C a mbri d ge, in 1704-5. W h at we re i h e i ra m e d i ale ohj ecta 
of his study at the University do not appear; hut that he bad a taste for 
poetry, and that he possessed much natural acumen, is-evideut from thrive 
letters of his, dated from Quarles’s Coffee-bunse in Cambridge,” in 
October and December 1732, to George Jeffrey, Esq, [his Fellow-Col¬ 
legian), published by Mr, Buncombe in the second volume of *? Letters 
of eminent Persons,” In 1734 he addressed the following letter to the 
Rev* Philip Williams, at that time Public Orator in the University, pre¬ 
vious to his taking the degree of M, A, per lAte7'ae IkgmSt in which he 
U styled ** Edvardi priml Comitis de Sandwich ex 6114 nepns,” 

Sir, Mondap jnoming fna other date). 

** As it is your post in the University to honour me with a few words 
tt)-morrow, I beg and most huartUy intreat you, that they may be as few 
as you convenientliy can, 1 am descended, on one side, from the Lord 
Keeper Bacon, who had so considerable a hand in the first establishnieiit 
of the Church of England ; and, on the other aide, from the Earl of 
Sandwich, who, next to Monk, had, 1 believe, the chief band in the 
Restoration ; for King Charles, on bis first landing, gave him an earldont, 
a garter, and 4,0001, a year in land, besides places to the value of abaut 
10,0001. n year more* Now, as the Restoration of the Royal Family was 
likewise the restoring of the Church, 1 beg you would chiefly iniist on 
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1 think you don't well explain Fisher Folly's Congregation, 
as to the 

--Drubsj 

That wretches feel in powdVing tubs/ 

Ah Physicians agree there's no such thing used in fluxes. 

What St. Martin's beads, which, he says, the ladies lay on 
their lips for reds, are, L am not satisfied. 

** There are two or three of your readings that are wrong, and 
some where the stops spoil the sense, 

** You suppose the Epistle to Sidrophel to relate to Sir Paul 
Neal only j Sir Christopher Wi-en comes in for a great share, 
the whole Society. The Transfusion of the Blood belongs to him, 
viz. Wi‘en. 1 am promised some remarks on this part fi'om the 
Records of the Society j and I have made some myself. 

“ A great many other difficulties 1 have cl^red up. 

** Pray don't make any public mention of this trouble I give you, 
^ Strange bilks in th' Almanack presage.' 

I wonder to see the word bilk brought to signify the mis¬ 
chances or calamities foretold in Almanacks, Bilking in the 
case of a hackney coachman 1 have heaid of) but rarely upon 
other occasions. 

This is all 1 have to trouble you with, except my thanks 
for the great pleasure 1 have had in reading your book. 

' ^ i am, though without the least acquaintance with you. Sir, 
** Vour most humble servant, M. Bacon. 


the service of my Family to the Church as our greatest honour j ant!, if 
you must say one woni more of me, let it be, 1 intreat you, barely t ifi 
that 1 have always been a lover of Leaniing anti learned men. 

“ I am. Sir, with great esteem, your humble servant, MONTAGU Bacon. 

In 1743 he was ureseuteil to the Rectory of Newbuld-Verdun in Leices¬ 
tershire, then in the pft of the University of Cambridgre {as it was apia 
in 1749); Edward H<>ward Duke of NorFulk, the proper patron, not hav¬ 
in'^ taken the oaths of allegiance to render him capable of presenting. 
This preferment was particularly acceptable to Mr. Bacon as his near 
relation James Moiita|:u, esq, (another grandson of the tirst bar! of band- 
wich) possessed a considerable estate, given to him in I JSl by Bishop Licwe, 
on which he spent the remainder of his days with such cheerlulucss, Iree- 
dom, and hospitality to the rich, and charity £o the poor, that be was gene¬ 
rally beloved;—and where Mojiragu fSaeon appears to have been himself 
a resident [perhaps as Curate) in But he did not long enjoy the 

Rectory ; being soon after afflicted with a temporary derange men l of m- 
idlect, which occasioned bis reinoval to lodgings in Chelsea* fnr the con¬ 
venience of proper medical assistance ; and he relinquished bis clerical 
garb, though he was nerinitted to retain the Rectory till hifi death, which 
happened at Chelsea, April 7* 1749 *-See an interesting Note on this 
subject from my venerable friend the Rev. Thomas Martyn the Botany 
ProVessor at Camhpldge, in the Litermy Anecdotes, voL VJll. p, 417*-- 
Mr, Bacon was author of A Dissertation on Burlesque Pi^try j which 
passed ihrough two Editions in his life-time ) and a third Edition, with a 
Supplement/’^ appeared in \7h% an Bvo pamphlet of 60 pages. Some 
of his ‘‘ Notes on Hudibras/’ which came into my possession by purchase, 
were given by me to the late Mr. Isaac Reed, and were by him communi- 
eated to the Rev, Dr. Nash.—It appears from the Registers of Coddenharo, 
that Mont,agu Bacon was baptized there, Dec, 13, J68Si and buried April 
1749 ^—Nicholas, bis elder brother, died April 33, 1757, ®t.01. 

''Sir* 
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StR, Jpril 3, 174(>, 

Besides the pleasure I have had firom your work, 1 have 
that too of Jmowing that you are akin to my most agreeable 
cousin*, the lady that married Mr, Edward Montagu, 1 cannot, 
therefore, but be very much obliged to you for the kind notice 
you are pleased to take of me, and of the difficulties t put to 
you some time ago, which I have conquered long since* 1 should 
be very proud if any part of my idle time could be of use to you; 
but my notes and dissertations are grown to such a bulk, you 
wU! scarce think them worth your perusal. However, as 1 have 
heard so great a character of your honour and punctuality upon 
all occasions, I have e'en trusted you with my whole wealth with 
relation to Hudibras. Mr, Warcup haa promised to send it safe 
to you to-morrow, being Friday, 

There is indeed a Preface, which, though it is the first thing 
in a man's thoughts, as containing the scheme of the whole, yet 
it is the last thing, you know, that must be completed. As soon 
as I have touched it over a Jittle, I will send it you, I have a 
further design indeed j w'hich is, to make a full comparison be- 
tvveen Scarron and him j but that will be a perfect independent 
piece, 1 spent a great many leisure hours that way last Summer. 
This is the substance. Sir, I never intended to set up altar against 
altar, or any ways to blemish your Edition. 1 dare say you will not 
complain. Till I received ycjur letter, I had not looked on those 
things these three quarters of a year —I mean what related solely 
to Hudibras j so that I have no longer that ardour that 1 had. So 
few people are judges, that it is very disheartening j and if it 
had not been for youi' Edition, 1 should never have thought of 
it, though not many English or Foreign Poets have escaped me. 
You will please to let me know what you intend as you go for¬ 
ward I and, if it should happen that these trifles of mine should 
be of use to you, I could wish you would let your cousin know 
it, Mr. Edwai’d Montagu's lady. 1 w^oiild not have you un¬ 
derstand but that I had studied Hudibras in my youth ; and am, 
wishing you health and happiness, Mont. Bacon." 

♦ This was the Udy who irainortalizfcd her name by An Essay on the 
Genius, of Shakspeare," find her Epistolary Correspondence. She wai 
the daughter of Matthew Robinson, esej. atiii was married to Mr. Ed¬ 
ward Montagu, a man eminent for his acquirements, particularly that 
of Husbandry, He succeeded in lTd8 to the property of his brother 
James at New bold Verdun at a period when Monta'Q Bacon held the 
Rectory ^ which, a few years before, his accomplished lady had thua 
described: ** Aug. 9, 1744. On Saturday last we arrived at my bro¬ 
ther Montagues, who has made this place one of the most charmiii^ and 
pleasant I ever saw j the gardens are delightful, the park very beautihd, 
the house neat and agreeable, and everything about it in an elegant ta^te. 
My brother has made great improvements. It was a very bad place when 
Lord Crewe left it to him, and had no ornament but flue wood. Now there 
IS water in great beauty, grand avenues from every point, fine young 
plantations, and in short every thing that can please the eye. But notbiug 
pves me so much pleasure as the obliging reception of the master, who 
has entertained us in a kind, an elegant, and a magnificent manner. It 
is delightful to observe the regularity and order of the family, and the 
happiness that appears in the countenance of every friend and servant.^' 

Rev. 
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" Rbv. Sikj Cheheat ^pril ^S, 1746. 

I received yotir obliging letter, and made your compliments 
to Mr. Montagu and his lady; and for the rest, now we are en¬ 
tered on the matter, de compliments^ aa the French say, I 
shall be glad if my notes can be of any service to you. If you 
are very much afraid of plagiarismj it is but making a private 
mark between you and me; perhaps a Greek small € would do, 
for I see you have two or three large B’s : but, if the case be as 
I suppose it will most commonly, that the hint may be mine, 
and the improvement yGUI's, there is no need of shewing any re¬ 
gard to a foundation, which will be swallowed up in the dignity 
of the auiierstmcture. I suppose you will let me hear further 
before you publish. 

'' I find, in looking over your notes again, that I have made 
some annotations, not only where you have explained, but where 
your own explications are better. You will pardon my slips of 
memory: it comes into my head though to put you in mind of 
two things, viz. that the chief character in the Rehearsal was 
not originally designed for Drydenj but for one Mr. Porter^ I 
think j vol. IF. p. 71- 

^ More plainly than the Reverend Writer, 

That to our Churches veil'd his mitre/ VoL IL p. $63. 

Your tivo Scotch Bishops, men quite unknown. Archbishop 
Williams, no great writer.—Bishop Usher, a very great one ^ 
odious to the cavalier party in Lord Stmfibrd's case^ a free 
acknowledger of the luults of modern E[jiscopacy ^ that declared 
for a moderate Hierarchy j and, in fine, took a pension from 
Cromwell, who affecte^l to encourage his studies, and pay him a 
lingular respect. I will say no more at present. I shall have more 
materials soon, which possibly I may acquaint you with. The pub¬ 
lic news so takes us up now, llmt, if 1 had not got up earlier than 
ordinary this morning, I could scarce have found time to write 
to you. Breaking windows is now much more the fashion than 
mending Authors, or explaining them; and reading a newspaper 
the only learning in vogue. 

1 am. Rev. Sir, your most humble servant, M. Bacon. 

I design from lime to time to send you hints towards the 
perfecting your next Edition^ if agi^eeable to you. I mention 
nothing of profit in the case, because 1 do not suppose any thing 
of mine can enhance the value. 

"" I shall go into the country at the end of May. Pray what 
part of the world is Houghton. Conquest in ? It has puzzled us all. 

“ 1 wish you would order your Bookseller to send me one of 
your books of the first impression in slieets, for I am forced to 
spoil mine j and I wdli make you satisfection for it.’* 

Rev. Sir, June $3, 1746* 

I am afraid you. mistook me about the concession made you, 
which did not reach to employing my name. I said only that, 
in ca«e you w'ere afraid of plagiarism, you might put a note, 
such as should be agreed on, at the bottom 3 and then in the 

Pie- 
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Preface you might have saidj a gentleman sent you them that 
you were not at liberty to name, but a great lover of good Poetry 
of all kinds/ Further my vanity will not extend. 

“ Now, as lo the rest of your letter, about ]>rofit j—I, for my 
part, threw away the thoughts of that, when I gave you the en¬ 
tire disposition of my papers; but I intended, besides that, to 
have done you a piece of service, I thought, of some consequence. 
I designed to have looked o^'er your notes with so critical an ex¬ 
actness, as those that stand by see more than those that play, 
that I hoped by my Jiints, and your learned and ingenious super¬ 
structure, we might have raised almost a new building, which 
would have left but little lo our successors to do i and you told 
me you intended a third Edition. But you see what praise is— 
you bestowed too much upon me; and, perhaps, you find by 
this time, as 1 begin to do myself, that your commendations have 
made a coxcomb of me. If soj as Horace says, poTio, irwtisgae 
excedo. However, J thank you for your Edition, and acknow¬ 
ledge myself to have learnt a great deal from it. 

If you have done with my MSS. please to send them up to 
Mr. Ware up, to get them conveyed to my lodgings at Clielsea, 
I sometimes Hatter myself that I shall publish some parts of them, 
with the addition of other things ; especially if you do not go 
on with your third Edition, Pi'ay send me the Latin translation. 
To conclude with Hudibras, here is a passage plainly trans¬ 
lated from the Frencli; 

* For those that fly may fight again. 

Which he can never do that's slain.' Hun. 

^ Qui fuit, peut revenir aussi; 

Qui meurt, il n'en est pas ainsi,’ Scarron. 

I thank you for your civilities, and shall always Sj>eak of 
you with the honour due to you. Let me kntiw any thing 
wherein I can serve you, and I shall do it. Direct for me at 
Newbold-Verdun, near Bosworth, Leicestershire. 

“ 1 am your well-wisher, and most humble sennnt, M. Bacon*." 

'' Rev* Sir, Bedford, Jug. SI, 1746. 

“ Going by this way, I send you this salutation. I am much 
pressed in my journey, otherwise I might perhaps ventum to 
call upon you. I send you a passage from Regnier (Sat. 10.), the 
famous French satirist, whom, 1 am sure, Butler had read. 

" I am, rev. Sir, your most obedient bumble servant, M. Bacon." 

^ Qu’en son Globe il a veu la inatibre premibre.' 

** So Hudibras says, 

^ First matter he had seen undress't, 

Before one rag of form was on/ 

Regnier describes his pedant so. 

So Milton (Par. Lost, book 70 describes Light at fii'st, as 
' Spliear'd in a radiant cloud (fur yet the sun was not}— 

From 
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From the Rev. William Baker*. 

“Sir, Cumbridget St, John's ^ Oet, IB ^ 1730* 

That I am so troublesome a correspondent to you is at pre¬ 
sent owing to our good friend Mr. Baker, who desires me to 
convey his present of a fine Common Prayer Book for Mi\ Wil¬ 
lises new chapel, by the coach that goes from hence j and, if 
you have an opportunity, to send it to him, or else to remain at 
Houghton till he can send for it himself* He bids me further 
add, that he hath now by him Mr. Strype^s last volume of Annals 
in MS* j which, had you been here, he thinks you was fitter to 
have examined than himself, whether he hath been guilty of 
making repetitions, a fault he is loo subject to* It is to remain 
in his custody till the last day of this month, and no longer. 

Dr* Middleton is Tetunied hither, and be and Mr* Robinson 
are since gone to Lord Oxford's, where 1 should have been too, 
if necessary business had not prevented* 

""Dr* Dickens is at London, but expected here every dayj and 
you must not wonder if we, that are so desirous of your good 
company, are apt to think that you defer your journey too long* 
The mine fall apace, anti the roads must soon be very deep* 

“ I had tlie perusal of your daughter's letter, which nurse was so 
proud of, that I suppose more have seen it beside myself. My 
humble services vvait upon all the good company j and 1 am, 
with hearty wishes for their good journey home, dear Doctor, 
Your most affectionate humble servant, Wm- Baker. 

"" Mr. Baker and Mr. Kettle, who was just now with me, both 
desire their very humble services*" 


From the Rev. Hilkl\h Bedford-!*. 

"" Dear Sir, August 16, 17^4. 

Your bookseller sent me your last little piece against Bennet, 
which 1 read with great satisfaction, and am much obliged to 
you for the justice you do me, as well as the Church, against 
him. I thank you also for your kind promise of another enter¬ 
tainment with the Dissenter's sayings j and for the trouble you 
have given yourself to read over Collins’s new book on my ac¬ 
count, and the observations you have made upon it, I have like¬ 
wise run it over, but very percui^orily, without compai'ing ii 
with either of the " Answers to Priestciuft,' which yet I must 
do, if Dr. Bennet's law-business will not give him leisure to do 
it: ] intend soon to talk with him about it* I have mislaid 
your last letter, and know nothing of Smart's Sermon* 

"" The lime of election to my Lord Ciuven’s Scholarship draw¬ 
ing nigh. Sir Jemmet Raymond begs you will put Dr. Dickens 
in mind of bis kind promise to Clarke, of Trinity 3 who has also 

♦ See the "" Literary AnecJotea,*' vol* IX* pp* 5^9, 560. 
t The eelebraied Nonjuring Divine; of whom, and of hid writings, see 
the ** Literary Anecdotes/' voL I. p. Ifjj, 
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the same promise from Mr* Pilgrim, at the request of a friend of 
mine ^ and. lias hopes gi^^en him by Dr* Bonkett, but wants a 
friend to apply to the Doctor on his behalf* Dean Stanhope and 
Dr* Freind have wrote for him to the Viee-Chanoellorj and Ser¬ 
jeant Dickins to his brother the Professor* 

Your most afiectionate and obliged servant, H* Bedford. 


From Dr* John Bedford*, 

Sir, Durham^ Ajyril 15, 1744* 

By seeing your Proposals, I have an opportunity of knowing 
how to do what neither my brother Gordon nor Bedford would 
give me an .opportunity, viz, subscribing to your Hudibras; 
and had I known sooner, and bad proper directions, which 1 am 
sure I wrote for forty times, I believe I could have been of sei- 
vice. At present please to put down these names : Nich. Shut- 
tleworth. Esq. Robert Spearman, Durham, Esq. and your ve^ 
humble servant, John Bedford, M, D. Univ. Fatav, 


From Dr. William Bedford^. 

Very Rev. Sir, Warwick Courii Nov, 13 , 1735 . 

I beg leave to return you my hearty thanks for the many 
favours for which I am indebted to you; and particularly for this 

Youngest sou of Hilktah Bedford* See some notice of him in the 
Literary Anecdotes/' vol L Be was unde to the Rev. Dr. Baker, 

Vicar of Ashbourn in Derbyshire. lu answer to some eiiqutnes respecting 
Dr. John Bedford, made more than 50 years ago by my worthy friend 
Mr. Bowyer, he received the following letter, dated April 5, 1766', from 
a young gentleman who then resided at TudUoe, near Durham. 

Dr. Bedford is excessively civil to me j for, as he Jives extremely re¬ 
cluse, he has taken notice of me, and gives continually invitation to come 
to his house, which is about five miles distant from where 1 abide; and 
insists, whenever 1 go, of my staying one or two nights. I assure you I 
may take it as a particular favour, as I have not heard of a single jjersuu 
(not belonging to his family) meeting with the like civility since he lias 
resided in his present habitaLiou, which he bought about five or six years 
ago. He is generally looked on as near in bis expences, but as far as I 
find, he has the following good properties. He is sober and regular in 
his living, exact in bis payments, and punctual to liis promises. He has 
told me his father was deprived of his Jiving for not taking the oaths, and 
afterwards kept a boarding-house for gentJemeu's sons in Westminsur* 
As he proposes putting up a monument for him in the church of which 
he was deprived, in Lkeo In shire, be is very desirous of getting an ac¬ 
count of his grandfather Hilkiah Bedford, a Quaker, and an eminent 
Stationer in London, between the years 1600 and 1635. 7 his Quaker 

married a near relation of Sir Hugh Plat. He is suvprized HiJkiah shcndil 
bring his sou up according to the Church of England, it being so very 
opposite to the opinion of Quakers. If you cau find out the above, it 
will he a great favour to the Doctor. T. B." 

^ Eldest son of fiilklah Bedford. He was educated at St, John's Col¬ 
lege Cambridge; B. A. 1 7511 M- A. 17^5; and obtained the degree <if M.D. 
(after a tedious canvas), by Royal Mandate in 1737. He was a Fellow and 
Censor of the Royal College of Pliysicians, and Registrar of the College ; 
elected Physician to Christ's Hosphal in 1746; and died July 14, 1747- 

last. 
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\sstf of making the Vice-Chancellor ^ my friendj of which our 
truly good friend Mr. Baker gave me notice two posts ago^ and 
added withal, that, if 1 succeed^ it will be chiefly owing to your 
kind diligence in my behalf. Such friendship as this deserves 
uncommon gratitude, and the more 1 meet with it in a |)€rson 
with whom 1 can hardly yet say 1 have the honour of being ac¬ 
quainted, I shall ever remember your undeserved kindness, and 
be always, very reverend Sir, your highly obliged, Wm, Bbdfokd,” 

Veet Rev, Sir, Dec, 4, 1/35, 

I waited on Dr, Simpsonf morning with a letter from 
Dr, Mead (to whom I have been almost as troublesome as I am 
to you). He received me very kindly, and promised to give me 
his' hand to the paper, whenever it comes, 1 saw Mr, Folkes 
too this morning, who tells me 1 need not fear Dr. Morgan, 
from what he wrote to him about me by the last post, Mr, 
Folkes has also promised me to endeavour this evening to get Dr, 
Hoadly X write for me to the Master of Ben*et §, who w'ould 
otherwise Jiardly have refused; for, if I undei'stand aright, he 
solicited several of the heads for loatherland, and therefore it 
should seem that of course he will concur with those, whose 
concurrence lie obtained for that gentleman. Dr. Mead is as 
confident of Di-. Bentley |], as Mr, Folkes is of Dr, Morgan ^5 and, 
therefore, I cannot but think the matter now pretty well out of 
danger, especially as you have also given me hopes of Dr, Gooch***' 
and Dr. Waterlandff, 1 have not yet heard what success attends 
the application made for me by Mr, Bradshaw to the Master of 
JesusJ: :f 5 but, from what I hear of that gentleman, can hope for lit¬ 
tle, The Duke of Somerset§§ is not at present in town, so Lea- 
therland's business stands still. If I should be so lucky to have 
mine done before hia Grace comes, then 1 believe Dr. Mead would 
present them both together to the Duke, which, as the Duke is 
a person so diRicult of access, would be a great point gained, 
and would also save the good Doctor a double trouble. 

I ask pardon for the freedom of enclosmg a line to Mr, Baker, 
which 1 presume will be the less trouble as you are often toge¬ 
ther. I cannot conclude without desiring your acceptance of 
my most humble thanks for all your favours, and particularly 
for your last, of reminding me of Mr. Folkes, of whom I should 
never have thought but for you, I shall hope tor a line at your 
leisure, and am, and always sliali be, reverend and most worthy 
Sir, your most obliged and most humble servant, Wm. Bedford,” 

* Dr, John AdainSj Mastcff of Sidney Sussex CoUe^'*, 

■f Dr. Edmund Simpson, Master of Trinity Hall, 

+ Benjamin Hoadly, RL 0, eldest sun of tlie Bishop of Winebsster. 

§ Dr. Matthias Mawson, 11 Di*' Richard Bentley. 

^ Dr, Charles Morfjan, Master of Clare Hall, He died ApiiJ 30, 173^, 
** Dr.Thomas Goocb, Master ofGonvile and Caius College, 
f f Dfp Daniel VVaterlaivdj Master nf Rtagdalen College, 

Dr, Charles Ashton 

§§ Charles Seymour, sixth Duke of SonierseL He died Dec, 3, 1748, 
ret. 8^, after having been Chancellor 60 years. 

Very 
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Very Rev. and Worthy Sir, ZJec* 16, 1735. 

I humbly thank you for your favour of yesterday, which I 
received with the greatest pleasure, as 1 need not tell you, being 
too much interested in all your letters not to expect them with 
the utmost eagerness j and I can assure you, Sir, good Mr, 
Baker spoke my ow'n sincere sentiments, when he told me in his 
kind letter a week ago, ^ that I never can make you too many 
or too great acknowledgments/ 

I received a letter yesterday from my kind friend Dr, Bate¬ 
man, of Queen's, now at Winchester, out of which I will here 
give you an extract for your own use 5 but must beg you of all 
favours to communicate the contents of it to no mortal but Mr, 
Baker, lest I should lose the favour of the Master of Queen's, 
who has hitherto been extremely obliging, and, 1 doubt not, will 
continue so. ‘ 1 am sorry to find, by accounts from Cambridge, that 
your applications have not yet been effectual; but am not, however, 
without hopes that some time hence they may; in the mean tune, 
as my acquaintance there is moi'e intimate than perhaps yours is, 
at least with such as know the temper of the Heads, you will not 
tliink me impertinent if I give you what 1 am informed is the 
likeliest way of success. Your interest then seems to me to be 
defective amongst the Whig-Heads j for, at a meeting when 
yGUI'S and Leatherland's petitions were proposed. Dr. Newcome * 
and our Master f were the only persons who spoke In favour of 
yours j and as the principal of the Tolies, viz. Dr. LongJ, Dr. 
Ashton, 5cc. are determined against Mandates in general, and 
none of the Whigs, of which the meeting was chiefly composed, 
being engaged in your favour, it of course dropped. I thought 
you had secured the Vice Chancellor j but 1 do not perceive that 
he so much as seconded, instead of proposing your affair, nor 
had any one a petition drawn up, if there had been a disposition 
to sign it. Now, as the Whigs do every thing, you must before 
another attempt is made, get some interest of that sort, and 
amongst the men of some weight. 1 wish these hints may be of 
service to you, but you must say nothing of w'hat passed at the 
meeting.* You see. Sir, by this, that Dr, Bateman is not aware of 
the great interest which you, Mr. Baker, Dr Middleton, Dr. Mead, 
and Mr. Folkes, hpe secured for me, and all of it, in all proba¬ 
bility, since the time he received the above account from Cam¬ 
bridge ; and, indeed, to me his iiiformation seems to be w'rong, 
so far as it represents my petition to have been proposed with 
Dr. Letherland's which, if I have hitherto understood you 
aright, is a mistake in fact. 1 must confess. Sir, were it not 
for the good ofliees you did me so long ago with the Vice ChaU“ 
cellor, and for the actual promise he has made you, I should, 
to speak my own opinion freely, be more jealous of him than 

* Dr. John Newcome, Master of St. John's CoUege, 

+ Ur. William Sedgewifk, Master oF Qaeeo's Cullege. 

I Dr. Roger Lmig, Master of Pembroke Halt 

§ Dr. Joseph Leiberiand obtained his degree of M. D. by Royal Man¬ 
date in n36. J ^ 

^ any 


DR. WILLIAM BEDFORD TO DR. Z, GREY, ^$1 


any body, and that not only from what Dr. Bateman has hinted, 
but also from his not acquainting you with Dr, Letherland's 
business time enough to have had mine done at the same meet¬ 
ing, which, doubtless, he might easily have done had he pleased, 
as he knew of my affair so long beforehand. In short. Sir, as the 
matter stands thus, will you give me leave to ask you (after all 
you have done for me already) whether it would be improper to 
remind the Vice Chancellor again, to acquaint him with vrhat ia 
done, that a majority have actually pi'omised : when he knows 
this, he may be more diligent to bring it to a conclusion ; and t 
need . not add that, unless he he firmly in our interest, the thing 
must drop of course. 1 mention this the rather now, because 
this being about the time of people's going out Batchelors of 
Arts, it is probable the Heads may have a meeting on that ac¬ 
count. 1 ask your pardon. Sir, if 1 propose any thing wrong, 
but it is with entitle submission to your judgment. I know not 
what Dr. Bateman means by the petition he talks of for the Heads 
to sign j but I suppose it is only somewhat of course, which, as 
lam entirely ignoT'ant of the matter, I must also wholly depend 
upon you for the procuring it to be done for me. 

Mr. Folkes tells me that Dr, Morgan has answered his letter, 
and has promised him to concur. He tells me too that he sent 
a line to Dr. Hnadly, to desire him to make Dr. Mawson my 
friend j but whether it was done or no, I am not certain. I told 
you Dr. Simpson gave me his promise himself To the many 
and great troubles 1 have already given you, I beg leave to add 
that of presenting my most humble service to Mr, Baker, Dr. 
Middleton, &c. j and that, with the utmost sincerity and truest 
gratitude, 1 am, very reverend Sir, &c. Wm, Bedford. 

Another reason for what I proposed above, of reminding the 
Vice Chancellor, ia, that many men who are not much applied 
to, are apt to think themselves neglected. I shall hope for the 
favour of an answer at your leisure. It might be very easy for 
the Vice Chancellor, if he be truly my firiend, to take off the odium 
of applying for a second Mandate so soon after the first, by as¬ 
suring the Heads, that my recommendation was very much [irior 
to Letherland's, and but for an accident had been presented 
with it. r cannot expect Dr. Letherland will retard his own 
affair at all on my account i however, he has promised very 
civilly to be as kin d as he can, consistently with his own interest j 
but, perhaps, after all, it might not be amiss, if the Heads pass 
my affair, to send it away tol^he Duke at Newmarket, where he 
is at present, 

“ Very Rev, Sie, Jan* 31, 1735-6. 

The obligations I lay under to you already are so many and 
so great, that I am quite confounded at the thoughts of these 
repeated troubles that 1 give you, whereby I become every day 
deeper in your debt. I cannot, nevertheless, but acknowledge the 
favour of your last, which brought so many fresh instances of 
your kind pains and diligence in my behalf, and at the same 
time gave me the good advice of writing myself to die Vice Chan¬ 
cellor, 


S52 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE* 


cellor, which I do by this very^ post, a thing I had before thought 
of more than once, but was afraid of doing it,, though I have 
done it now with courage upon your sanction* 

“ I have the pleasure to acquaint you that, by a letter I received 
(from a friend of mine who applied to the Bishop of Winchester's 
youngest son* for his interest in Dr. Mawson) last night, I under- 
stand Dr. Mawson has promised me his vote, upon young Mr, 
Hoadly's application to him by letter. 

I will not detain you any longer now than to repeat my most 
affectionate thanks to you for your extreme kindness, which is 
infinitely the more obliging, as it never has been, and perhaps 
never may be, in my power to be the least deserving of it at 
your hands, I am, with the greatest thankfulness and the 
truest esteem, reverend and most worthy Sir, your most obliged 
and most affectionate humble servant, Wm. B:eofohd-'* 

“ Veey Rev. Sir, March 20, 1735*6. 

The great experience I have had of your favour makes me 
presume again to trouble you upon the old subject; and, as 1 
am very confident that my being perfectly open, and hiding no¬ 
thing from you, will rather confirm your friendship to me than 
lessen it, I slmll very frankly tell you what past in the last con¬ 
versation 1 had with the Vice Chancellor, which was the day before 
he W'Cnt out of town, when 1 waited on him to wish him a good 
journey* 

“ He received me veiy civilly, and told me that he could no 
longer conceal the reasons he had for not complying with my 
request, which were, that he feared it might endanger hb inte¬ 
rest with the Government, to do me so signal a favour; and that, 
as he proposed no service to himself in the thing, the least he 
could do was to secure himself from hurt by it; that, as he had 
alw'ays served the Ministry faithfully, he was not without hopes 
of their considering him for it; but, that such a thing as this 
might be made a handle of to exclude him from favour, that 
might otherwise be conferred; giving me wiihal to undeMand 
that the best w'ay for me, and the safest for him, would be to 
get him applied to by a letter from some person of figure coa- 
eiderable enough to shield him (which was his expression) if llie 
thing should evei' after rise up as an objection to bis merit. He 
instanced in Dr. Morgan, whose promise in my favour was pro* 
cured by a letter fiom his friend Mr. Folkea, to whom he told 
the Vice Chancellor he could deny nothing, and shewed him the 
letter Mr* Folkes had wrote him. This the Vice Chancellor ap¬ 
plied to me, and told me that Dv, Morgan, if he should be asked 
why he voted for me, had Mr. Folkes^s letter to shew, but that 
he had nothing to him* 1 immediately took the hint, and 
have made such application, that I believe by this time the 
Sj^aker of the House of Comnionsf lias wrote him a letter in my 
behalf, as also his friend Mr. Idle, of Lincoln's Inn* I cannot 

* The Rev. John (afu^rwards Mr. Chancellor} Hoatlly, 

f The Ri^hi Hon. Arthur On>iluw. 
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certainly know that this is done by the effect^ but the Speaker 
last Sunday made an absolute promise of doing Itj to Sir Thomas 
Lee, and Ms brother the Judge, who both dined with him, and 
asked him the favour; and Mr. Idle made the same promise on 
Wednesday last j beside some other inferior applicaticjns that I 
believe has been made to him by this time. The matter, there¬ 
fore, standing thus. Sir, I proceed to beg the favour of you, 
without taking the least notice of what is done, to go once more 
to the Vice Chancellor, to see whether any thing has worked 
upon him, and whether he will be explicit or no, that we may 
know what we have to depend on 5 for, after all this, should he 
refuse, I must entreat you would be so good to get my recom¬ 
mendations from under the hands of our Physicians into your 
own possession again, for it would be a great misfortune to me 
to lose it, because I could not, with any face, trouble any of 
these gentlemen again; and this is all 1 have to shew in case I 
should be under the necessity of desiring the good offices of the 
next Vice Chancellor 5 who, if this gentleman does not make me 
odious hy the difficulties he raises, will, I dare say, serve me 
upon the first application. Indeed one great reason that I 
always flattered myself with Dr. Adams's good intentions on my 
behalf was founded upon his accepting my recommendations, 
which I should think in reason he would have rejected at first 
if he had not designed to serve me, and therefore, till he restores 
them to you again, I shall hope he does. 

As to youi-self, good Sir, 1 can never make apologies in pro¬ 
portion to the trouble I give you j I can only say, I am infinitely 
obliged to you, and shall ever acknowledge it. I hope you will 
favour me with an answer at your leisure. Please to tell good 
Mi\ Baker, with my most humble service, when you see him, that 
I paid the little bill he drew the other day, and thank him for 
the kind letter that came with it. I am, very reveiend Sir, 
your most obliged and most humble servant, Wm. Bedford.'* 
Very Rev. Sir, Afnrc/i 25, 173^- 

'' 1 humbly thank you for your kind letter in ansiver to my 
last, and am still in hopes that your kindness, with the applica¬ 
tion from Mr. Townsend and the Speaker, may, at Che Vice 
Chancellor's return, bring the matter to bear. Pray, Sir, was 
Mr. Townsend's letter dircctetl to Dr. Savage*, or did he open it 
as Deputy Vice Chancellor in the Vice Chancellor’s absence ? If 
it was directed to Dr, Adams himself, 1 shall hope it will be ef¬ 
fectual j if to Dr. Savage, in order for him to represent me 
favourably to the Vice Chancellor, t shall hope, by your interest 
with him, that he will do it in such a manner as to let him 
know he hjis the Speaker’s and Mr. Townshend’s authority to 
back him. 1 have some fear that the Vice Chancellor retards the 
business in order to present some other petitions with mine, 
which may very likely occasion the miscarriage of them all j he 
himself having hinted to me that more than one are soliciting 
the same favour. But 1 am pretty confident that no Hands of 

* Dr* VVilUam Savaige, Master of Emanuel College. He died Aug.2,1736. 

any 
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any figrwe wR! be obtained to any recommendations from hence 
in baste : Dr, Mead having told me often that lie has already re¬ 
fused, and will absolutely for the future all that shall apply to 
him {and nobody, 1 believe, will sign without him), at least till 
tny business is done j and Dr. Wihiiot declares the same. I 
must once more, good Sir, beg the favour of you, that, if the 
Vice Chancelior after all should declare he will not comply, you 
would get back the recommendation into your own possession, 
that so I may have that at least, either to present to the next 
Vice Chancellor, or to serve me for a Diploma, if 1 cannot get a 
better: with ten thousand thanks for your abundant goodness 
and civility, and humble duty to the most woi'thy Mr. Baker, 

“ I am, very rev. and dear Sir, your most obliged and most 
humble servant, Wm. Beuford.” 

Very kev, Sir, j^prll 17, 173 d. 

“ I thank you most heardly for your obliging letter of the 
instant. I saw the Vice Chancellor this morning, but without 
any opportunity (he having other company) of mentioning my 
own business j however, he told me he intended for Cambridge 
by Monday’s stage coach i and talked of returning hither again 
after Easter. I should be extremely obliged to you, good Sir, 
if duting his stay he might be prevailed upon to do the business, 
which 1 should hope Mr. Townshend's letter would infallibiy 
bring to pass, but that a week ago be assured me that, though he 
had often seen both the Speaker and Mr, Townshend, yet that 
they iiad neither of them spoke at all of the matter. I believe 
indeed they are both afraid of him, for fear of giving him an 
opportunity to leaze them. I am told on all hands that nobody 
can do more witli him than Dr. Newcome, which you may please 
to tell Mr. Baker, with my most humble service to him. 

** I remain ever, rev. and dear Sir, your most obliged and 
affectionate humble servant, Wm. Bedford."' 

“ Very Rev. Sir, May%7t 1736. 

“ Your most obliging letter of the 16th inst. should have had 
an earlier answer, but that 1 ivaited to acquaint you with the 
issue of a fresh application I was making to Dr, Mawson, of 
whom 1 requested (by a particular friend of the Doctor"s, that 
1 found means of coming at) that, as he had been so good ah 
ready to promise me his hand, he would go so much farther as 
to use his interest with the Vice Chancellor, with whom alone 
the matter seemed at present to hang. He heard my solicitor 
with much good nature and patience, and then commissioned 
him to tell me that the matter ivas taken care of, and would cer¬ 
tainly be done. This Doctor is now'in town, but will next week 
be at Cambridge ; and then probably, good Sir, if you will take 
the trouble once more to see the Vice Chancellor, he may give 
you a satisfactory answer. In the mean time, good Mr. Folkes 
promises me to write to Dr. Wilcox^, so that I hope we have now 
again a pretty good prospect. 

♦ Dr. John Wilcox, who had recently succeeded Dr. Morg:an as Master 
of Clare Hall. See p, 243. ** 1 had 
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** T had almost forgot to tell you that^ in pursuance to the 
advice of your last kind letter, I waited twice upon the Vice 
Chancellor, but both times missed of him, 

i humbly thank you for all the trouble you have already been 
at, and still continue to take for, dear Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient humble servant, Wm. Bedford/ 

Dear Sir, July ^4, 1736. 

I thank you most kindly for your last favour, and am per¬ 
fectly easy about the testimonial, as you assure me you shall return 
to Cambridge before another Vice Chancellor is chosen, 1 was 
indeed aware of almost all that you say with regard to the pre¬ 
sent gentleman, if the testimonial had been now taken out of 
his hands , but am very glad to have my opinion confirmed by 
yours, 

** If you will please to let twenty of your ^ Answer to Neal/ 
as soon as it comes out, be left for me at Mr. Vincent's, a sta¬ 
tioner, at the Crown and Sceptre in Ludgate Street, and at 
the same time let me know where and to whom 1 shall pay the 
money for them, I vvill immediately do it upon the receipt of the 
books, which 1 chuse to Isave in sheets if you please, 1 should 
be glad also to knovv when you expect it will be out. I hope by 
this time you are well settled in your summer situation j and 
that your lady and family are all in good health. I am, rev. Sir, 
your most obliged and humble servant, Wm. Bedford/' 

Rev. ak^d dear Sir, Oct. 21,1736. 

" I hope you have enjoyed your health and all other happiness 
during your retirement at Houghton, which i am sure has been 
not a little increased by the being so long free from so trouble¬ 
some a correspondent as myself j who now begin again to 
trouble you. 

I believe, good Sir, you are pretty well convinced that we 
are to expect no favours from Dr. Adams j and therefore 1 must 
make it my business, as diligently as I can, to apply to the suc¬ 
ceeding gentleman, and that too as soon as possible, lest some 
other get the favour before me. You may remember. Sir, that 
the present gentleman told you last November how concerned he 
was that you came with my Testimonial after Dr. Leaf herland s 
was pi'esented, and that, had it come sooner, he had ofiered both 
together to the Heads j and this he rcjieated afterwards to me 
here ; how sincerely he spoke, he has since shewn us, But this 
may serve to caution us to be as early in applying as may be. I 
have never seen Martin Folkes since he promised me to write to 
Dr. Wilcox, so know not positively whether he succeeded in his 
request, or what answer he had from the Doctor. I have asked 
that gentleman so many favoui’S that 1 am ashamed to trouble 
him any more; and therefore, if I can, will get Dr, Wilcox applied 
to some other ^vay, if 1 hear he is made Vice Chancellor : though 
I have no reason to think Mr. Folkes tired of me neither, but he 
is really a great man. 1 should be glad if any hint from you, 

with 
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with regard either to applying to the Master'^ of Emantiel or Clfire 
Hall, at your leisurej and^ asking ten thousand pardons for re- 
newing this unreasonable trouble again, in great haste I con^ 
dude, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged and humble servant^ Wm. Eedfoed/* 

Veey eev. Sir, Nov. 11,1736* 

The Vice Chancellor, Dr* Wilcox, who is now at Kensington, 
in answer to a very pressing letter sent him by the Bishop of St* 
Asaph t in my behalf, sends word to his Lordship, that, ^ from a 
former application of a very particular friend, meaning Mr* 
Folkes, be is mclinable to serve me, but is much moi'e so now, 
seeing he understands it will be agreeable to his Lordship j only 
desires to be excused from Saying himself under obligation of 
promise, till he gets to Cambridge and sees how the Heads are 
affected.* This Letter of the Vice Chancellor's the good Bishop 
communicated to me yestei^day morning, anti advised me forth- 
with to set all my friends to work to prepare the Heads for the 
thing, that the Vice Chancellor might receive no damp or im¬ 
pressions to my disadvantage upon his first coming to the Uni¬ 
versity, Upon this very score the Bishop writes this post to Dr* 
Mawson, as 1 do to Mr, Baker, to beg he would get our Master 
spoke to, and the Masters of Peter House and Queen’s, which 
may be Dr. Middleton may do; and I shall desire Dr. Mead to 
wi-ite also to Dr* Bentleys and I myself, I believe, shall write to 
Dr, Simpson this night* The Bishop desired me to make his 
compliments to you when 1 wrote, and to teU you that he thinks 
this the best method to make evei'y thing secure, 

“ I will, therefore, beg the favour of you, good Sir, to write 
to such of the Heads as you are acquainted with, to desire they 
would not be behind-iiand, when the Vice Chancellor comes, who is 
daily expected in the University ^ so that, tliis point being thus 
secured, I hope we shall be very safe from any influence that the 
Vice Chancellor might receive from stteh of his Predecessors 
as have already denied me the favour, who, with the Master of 
Jesus, are the only Heads, I believe, that we can have no hopes of; 
but they are enough to do us liann with the Vice Chancellor, un¬ 
less we keep those that design us well tight in our interest, 

I am veiy sensible, dear Sir, that J give you abundance of 
trouble, and am really concerned at it, but 1 hope now it is al¬ 
most over, and, as 1 conceive, when the Heads are wrote to, vre 
shall then be quiet till you come to Cambridge, when after you 
have been so good to deliver the testimonials, &c* I shall not 
doubt of the desired effect: for which 1 shall always be beholden 
to your friendship and diligence, who am, rev. and dear Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 

“ Wm* Bedford.” 

* Dr, William Brewsou, who had recenlly succeeded Dr* Savage, 
See p, 2Sa* 

f Dr* Isaac Maddox* 

P*S, 
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P. S. Since I wrote tliis Letter, I have seen l>r. Mead, who 
Teadify proraised me to wiite this night to Dr. Bentley, and 
gives me leave to make use of his name to Dr. Sinipsonrto 
whom I am going to write myself this minute. I shall put off 
my letter to Mr. Baker till lo-morrow's carrier, when in mine to 
him 1 shall inclose one from Mr. Folkes to the Vice Chancellor, 
wJiich 1 shall desire the favour of depositing in Mr. Baker's 
hands till he hears tVie Vice Chancellor is got down, and then 
he will immediately scud it to him. I could wish with all my 
heart that the Vice Chancellor were to stay here till you get to 
Cambridge, that then this Letter of Mr. Folkes, my Testimonial, 
and the Form of a Letter to the Chancellor, might all wait on 
him at once; and thus, 1 am persuaded, the whole matter would 
be concluded at once; howeverj 1 hope we are not now in the 
same danger as last year, of some other man's slipping in before 
us. I am, once more, most worthy ^sir, Stc. Wm. Dedfosd.'* 
[In the note, p. "56, rend “ Dr. William Rkharti^onJ'] 

akd oeak Srii, Dec. 14, 173d. 

I have been long indebted to you fcjr two obliging Letters, 
which [ saw not till last Sunday, liaving been for these three 
weeks from home, attending a patient taken ill in his journey 
from Paris hither ; so that, since J had the honour of willing to 
you last, I have been a Uaveller in France, about Iwenty-five 
leagues beyond Calais. 

I am very much obliged to you forgoing to the Vice Chan¬ 
cellor with'my Testimonial; but begin to be in some fears, since 
the ten days he desired to consider of the matter ai'e now almost 
trebly expired i however, I shall continue to hope till I am ab¬ 
solutely refused. In the mean time, 1 believe, I shall write by 
this post, to desire young Dr. Plumptre oT Queen's to inHuence 
Mr. Sedgewick to speak kindly for me to the Vice Chancellor; 
and Mr. Baker may perhaps do the same for me with our Master. 
All Whig applications are certainly the best, according to all the 
informations I can get. I am, very reverend Sir, 

Your most obliged and affectionate sej^vant, Wm. Bedford:* 

“ Very rev. Sir, Jan . 4, l736'-7. 

1 have just been, with your I.^tter, fo the Bishop of St. Asaph, 
with whom I had the honour to drink your health. If your cold 
doth not suffer you to go abroad, J beg you would not venture out 
tlie sooner upon my account; but rather get souje biend lo go 
to the Vice Chancellor with the Cernheate, w'hieh if already 
signed by eight besides the Vice Chancellor, may, if you jdease, 
be sent up direclty by the post f any of the Heads that may be 
iji London (though I shall be informed of that by you if any 
there he), may as well sign here as at C'.ambridge, and J can 
manage that matter myself, with a little of your direction. 

I doubt not but 1 shall hear from you in a post or tivo ■ and 
in the mean time, with ten thousand thanks for all favours, I 
remain, reverend and dear Sir, 

“ Your most obliged and humble servant, Wm. Bedford/* 
VoL. IV. S if Very 


358 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURB. 


"Very rev. Sir ^ ff arwick Court ^ Jan. S, 1736-7. 

" 1 thank you for the favour of your last, wherein you told 
me you were setting out for Betlfordshire. 1 hope this will find 
you safely returned, and very well after your journey, 

I am sure, notwithstanding you seem a little angry now, 
you w'ill forgive the Vice Chancellor if he at hist vouchsafes me 
the favour, I wish your not going near him may not make him 
suspect I have told you more than he would have had me : be 
that as it will, 1 can only say^ if he does the business, I shall thank 
him heartily: but, whether he does or not, T shall always acknow¬ 
ledge the very great obligation I have to you, for the true pains 
you have taken to serve me, which I shall rejoice if ever I have 
any opportunity of returning, I shall hope for the favour of 
another line before you go again into the country, 

** I cannot forbear hoping that you have not made a resolution 
not to go near the Vice Chancellor any more upon the affah', 

" 1 remain, reverend and dear Sir, 

** Your most obliged and most humble servant, Wm. Bedford/' 
" Rev, and dear Sir, Jan. 11, 1736-7- 

I had the favour of yours, with the Certificate inclosed, 
which came liotii very safe by yesterday's post, I humbly thank 
you for the true pains you have taken in my affair, and for the 
success that has attended that diligence, which is so much the 
more exti'aordinary and obliging, as it was never in my power to 
deserve it, 

1 w^ent immediately to the Duke of Somei'seCs; but, under¬ 
stand that his Grace is out of town, and, therefore, unless I 
can negotiate the affair by Letter with his Grace's Secretary, 
which I am endeavouring to do, it may be long enough still be¬ 
fore it is completed, 

" Bishop Maddox presents his humble seiTice to you; and 
was quite ashamed (w^hen I asked him whether your book¬ 
seller had brought him what you mentioned) to think that Dr- 
Knight, to whom he had long ago entrusted k to make you the 
proper compliments upon tliat occasion, should have forgot to 
do it. 1 am, worthy dear Sir, 

" Your most affectionate and most obliged humble servant, 

" Wm, Bedforu,'' 

" Rev, Sir, March ^6, 1737, 

** I thank you for the favour of your kind letter, and wish you 
joy_of your book's being finished. I have heard nothing as yet 
of my 20 copies^, which you said you had ordered the printer to 
fiend me. Please, good Sir, in yom next, to let me know where 
they are printed, that, if they come not in the mean time, 1 may 
send for fhem. You iviU be so kind at the same time to let me 
know what they come to, and where you will please to have me 
pay the money, which I will immediately do upon the receipt 
^ of your answer; and I beg the favour of you, dear Sir, (who 
•have upon all occasions been so industrious and so dihgcnl in 

* Of the ^'Answer to Neal;” see before, p. Sf.'iS, 

my 
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ray business) not to fail me in this particular of your own. I 
am glad to hear good Mr. Balter is well: pray^ when you see 
hinij please to make my compliments acceptable to him. 

The great Duke must ha^e his own time. However, luy 
Lord Winclulsea is so good as to wTite by this post to the 
Duchess, 80 that possibly 1 may not stay much longer. I am 
extremely obliged to you for your care and solicitude about the 
matter, as 1 am also to*;good Mr. Warcop, who has always been 
perfectly civil when I have applied to him. With ten thousand 
thanks for all favours, I remain, reverend Sir, 

Your most obliged and moat humble servant, Wm. Bedford,'* 
Very Rev, Sir, May ^1, 1737. 

" I am infinitely (obliged to you for your great care and kind¬ 
ness in transmitting my Diploma, which is come very safe. I 
paid the three guineas to Messrs. Emerson and Hutchinson. 

1 met Dr. Middleton accidenially here; eo had an oppoiiu- 
nity of paying my thanks to him in person, an ofiice I can never 
do too often to yourself, 1 shall be glad that any opportunity 
may offer. Chat may demonstrate my sincerity. In the mean 
time can only present my wife's and own most humble service 
from, reverend and dear Sir, your most affectionate and obliged 
humble servan t, Wm . B ed f o rd 

Rev. attd dear Sir, Feb. 11, 1737-9^ 

“ The favour of yours, dated the 3d instant, came not to hand 
till the fJth, Jn pursuance of the kind advice there given me, I 
waited on Dr. Wilcox, who acquainted me that, at the Judith 
though it was agreed to excuse Dr. Adams, and not to make him 
answerable for what he had received short on Dr. Letherland's 
account, yet the Registrar was ordered forthwith to ^vrite to that 
Doctor, and to require of him the further payment of 
Whether such letter had been actually sent or no. Dr. Wikoic 
could not then say ^ but such, he assured me, was the order, and 
that the payment 1 made was the same as had been constantly 
made before on the like occasion, except only in this case of Dr, 
Letheiland, which happened in consequence of the Vicechan- 
ceUor being absent, and acting by a Deputj^, who committed this 
oversight. This gave me full satisfaction, as I doubt not it will 
you; to whom, besides all the former obligations 1 lie under to 
you, I am paiticularly indebted for this new instance of your 
extraordinary friendship and civility, 

1 thank 3'ou, dear Sir, for all your kindness, and will ever 
remember it gratefully, thougSt I cannot return it. 

“ Pray, Siiv be so good, when you see our inesriinabJe friend 
Mr. Baker, to pay him my best respects. I hope he does not 
venture out too much this very sharp weather. I am, reverend 
and most worthy Sir, 

Your most obliged humldc servant* Wm. Bedford/' 
** Dear and rev. Sir, Yelden^ Dec. 9, 1738. 

Mr. Pomfret being employed to get subscriptions has gi^atly 
hindered my intention of sening you as 1 designed, he having 

s 2 engaged 
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engaged most of my acquaintances before 1 applied to them. 
However^ 1 have got seven gentlemen in my n eiglib our hood- 
1 should have been extremely glad if i could have been of any 
further service to you in this affair j btitj as few of my neigh¬ 
bourhood have the former pai ts of the Controversy, I find it cm 
that account only very difficult to engage any more at present. 
If 1 can, you may be assured 1 will use my utmost endeavours to 
convince you how much I am 

Your most obliged humble servant, VVm. Bkdfohd/' 

Very rev. Sir, Aprit^Bt 1739. 

'' Yours of the instant I have but just received, and that in 
so torn a condition that I can easily conceive it has been in the 
carrier's pocket almost ever since the date of it. I went imme¬ 
diately in Mr. Bettenham s, and paid him for ten copies^ at 5^. 
each j and 1 must now make a confession, which nothing but 
the fear of being reputed ungrateful should extort from me, which 
is, that I should have ventured farther in this volume (on the 
regard ! have for its own and its excellent Author's merits) but 
tliat much the greatest share of the number 1 took of I he last 
volume lies still upon my hands*. 1 only mention this, as I 
hinted above, to preserve me from a censvire where 1 must be a 
wretch indeed if I ever do really desene one. As I have the 
greatest obligations to you, 1 shall ever take a pride in acknow¬ 
ledging myself on all occasions, reverend and dear Sir, 


Your most obliged humble servant, Wm. Bedford." 
“ Dear and rev. Sir, 1739. 


When your Hudibras is published, I should be glad if you 
would order your bookseller to send me ten cofiies, directed for me 
at Bedford, and 1 will take care to receive the money for them. The 
rest of the gentlemen that are in my list have not applied to me for 
their books; and, as I am not likely to see several of them for a 
considerable lime, I think it would be better for them to send for 
their books themselves. If they sliould aj^ply to me liereafter, 1 
wall take care to send to you and acquaint you of it. 

“ I wish I could have been of more service to my good friend 
Dr. Grey 3 it would have been a very great satisfaction to 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, Wm. Bedfori).'' 

Dear Sir, Bedford j Dec. \7> 1743. 

“ Mr. Smith received a letter last night fi om town, to acquaint 
him that, if a certificate was signed by two Clergy mao. Mi's. 
Martha Dewbury, relict of flie Rev, Mr. Dewbury, of Husband" 
Crawley, Bucks, was living, she would be entitled to some cha¬ 
rity unknown. As you are always a friend to the distressed, I 
make bold to request the favour of you, immediately on the re¬ 
ceipt of tills, to send such a certificate, inclosed to Mrs, Giberne, 
at the Wheat-sheaf in Old Broad-street. It would not be 
proper to mention her being in an alms-house; it is sufficient 
to certify that she is living in youi' parish in Cambridge. 

'* Your most obedient humble servant, Wm. Bedford.** 

^ See before, pp. ^i55-258. 


From 
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From Mr, S. Belgrave. 

Worthy Sir^ Broinham, April 11> 1747* 

By good Lord Trevor's Indulgence I came last Tuesday wkh 
him to this place, where, after forty miles travel, I found great 
j'efresliment from your very obliging letter, and most heartily 
thank you. Your kind intention to serve Mrs. King is gratefully 
acknowledged by Lord Trevor, and all her friends, 

I did not see Mr. Coxeter but the day before 1 left London. 
He sent me the inclosed, inscribed as you see, so 1 venture to 
fonvard it, thougli hardly, 1 think, worthy of your notice. 

My Lord, with great pleasure, promises to subscribe for Dr. 
Rulherland's book. 

'' When I accidentally 3a\v.Misses Wilkinsons in town, they told 
me their father; was well. I am told, since I came hither, he ia dead. 

“ You will. Sir, 1 trust, excuse my manner of writing, for 1 am 
at }present very ill. Was I able to embrace your kind invitation, 
1 think verily the Jiarmony, politeness, beauty, and good nature, 
winch reigns throughout your family, would cure me. 

The very thought revives, dear Sir, your lady's, daughter's, 
and your most obliged Jmnibie servant, 8 , Belgravri." 

Dear Sir, Brornhamf May 7 * 1747 * 

“ Mrs. King has been some time at my Lord Trevor's. Her 
grief, especially for the manner of her husband's death, is ex¬ 
ceeding, and so are his Lordship's perpetual charitable endea- 
voui's to lighten it; and yesterday, by his application, evei^ 
Clergyman, &c. at Bedford Vbitation readily subscribed. 

His Lordship and all here charge me wdth compliments | 
and you are desired to return what Receipts you have (which it 
eeeovs are unsigned) to Mr. Clark; and aa many as you please 
to order shall he sent to you, signed by Mrs. King, forthwith. 

“ I can never sufficiently acknowledge the favour of your last j 
so pray let me repeat my thanks, and let them lind acceptance 
from. Sir, your most obliged humble servant, S. Brlgeave.” 


From the Earl of Berkshire^, 

Sjr, Duke Street, IVestminster, May 5, 1739. 

The bearer liereof is my Stewiml, who has been encouraged 
by me to enter his son at St. John's. He has desired me to beg 
f he favour of you, to take him under your tuition j or, if you 
shall think it inconvenient, that you would recommend him to 
any other Tutor you approve of. His rec|Uest to me I could not 
with any justice refuse, as \ am conviiiced of hb probity and 
integrity, and shail, 1 believe, always esteem him as a man of 
approved fidelity. He proposes to enter him a Pensioner, and 1 
know him to be a sober w'eil-dbposed boy^ and hojie he will do 
well. 1 am, Sir, with great sincerity, 

Your faithful humble servant, Berkshire." 

^ flenry^Bosves Huivard, fourth Earl of Berksbirej in IT45 suecetded 
Henry E^arl of Snlfolkin hb tiiles became the first Earl of Suffolk and 
Berkf>hire. He died July 1^, 175S, ffit. 70. 


From 
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From the Rev, Dr, Thomas Birch, 

" Reverend Sir, London^ St John’s Lanct Jidy H# 1738, 
1 find by a letter of yours to Mr, John Clarke, the bookseller, 
of the loth instant, that you intend to transmit to him some 
poems of Dr. Moss, to be inserted in the General Dictionary, for 
which favour 1 shall make you due acknowledgments^ I hope 
that one of those poems is the Epigram which the Doctor wrote 
upon Burnet's History** The Memoirs which I made use of for 
hb Life are those prefixed by Dr. Snape to the first i olume of 
his Sermons* If you can furnish me with any addition to them 
within about ten days, I shall be extremely obliged to you j and 
am, reverend Sir, your most obedient servant, Tho. Birch/* 


From Mr. John Brindley-(“. 

SiJi, Dec, 9, 1731. 

" By order of Dr* Savage, I sent you the six additional volumes 
of the Byzantine Historians, as likewise a copy of the same for 
Dr, Savage, of Emanuel College, They were both packed up 
in one parcel, and directed for yon, dated Sept* 3, 1731i and I 
wrote to you the next day to inform you of their coming, re¬ 
questing you would let Dr. Savage know that a copy was ordered 
for him* A letter from Dr* Savage of Clothall informs me that 
Dr. Savage, Master of Emanuel College, has not received his 
book yet j so presume my letter miscarried which informed you 
that there was a book for him. Be pleased to favour me with a 
line, whether you have received the parcel. 1 have been at the 
Bull Inn, in Bishopsgate, where 1 delivered the parcel, but 
have not had the good fortune of seeing the books or parcel* 
Your answer by the next post will oblige, honoured Sir, 

Your most humble servant, J. Brikdlev." 


From Mr* Christopher Byron 

Good Sir, Manchester^ Feh. ^5, 1744. 

** 1 have sent a bill for the balance of what 1 had in my bands 
for the subscriptions to Hudibras, in which I hope there is 
no mistake. As i have a friend to whom I have obligations in 
this matter, 1 shall gratefully accept of your kind offer of a copy 
of the second edition, as a further token of your friendship to 

*- Bean Moss's Epigram was before in the Literary Anecdotes,” val. 
IV, p, 237 J and the slight mention of ** ojjc PHor" rn Bishop Burnet's 
** History,” prodoced the foliowinft aeat Epii^ram from Mr. Robert Dodslej: 

Pmr / and is this, this all the fame 
The Poet from the Historian can claim? 

No; PrWa verse Posterity shall quote. 

When *tis forgot one Bumei. ever wroie.^' 

■f The well,known bookseller in New Bond Street. 

X In the Preface to his Edirion of Hudibras, Dr* Grey, mentioning his 
literary friends, says, “In the first place, I am highly indebted to the 
worthy and ingenious Mr, Christopher Byron of Manchester, for a great 
number of excellent Notes j” and Mr- Byron appears to have been as aca' 
lous in promoting the sale of the work* 

me, 
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me, and regard ibr those in whom I have an interest. I am 
proud to iiear tliat my small share in the work has met with a 
favourable indulgence with your friends, as well as with mine 
here, though 1 will “assure yon I had no ambition of this kind ; 
my sole view and desire (as I at first told yon) being only that 
so valuable an author might appear in the completest manner. 

Onr friend Dr. Byrom* is too busy at present to receive your 
compliments, being engaged in a very deep affair. We have a 
Prussian here, who teaches several languages j and the Doctor is 
learning of him High Dutch, in order {would you believe it ?) to 
read Jacob Behmen in tlic original 1 1 have asked the Doctor 

whether Jacob is more Intelligible there than in the English 
tramlation j and he assures me he is equally so in both j that 
he himself perfectly understands him j and that the reason other 
people do not, is the blindness and naughtiness of their liearts. 
So, at present, Jacob is the reigning favourite with the 
Doctor, vvho is the only one that I have known (or heard of since 
Ralpho's day) could understand Jacob Behmen, I thought this 
piece of intelligence, as it is rare, would be acceptable, not hav¬ 
ing any othei' news out of this part of the country, that, 1 sup¬ 
pose, can be entertaining to you. 

" I remain, with the utmost respect, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged and obedient servant, Chr* Byrok.*' 
" Good Sis, Manchesier, Juljf SI^ 17S9. 

On receipt of your favour I waited upon Mr. Thyerf j and he 
readily agreed to oblige you with some part of Butler’s MSS* ^ 
but said the consent of his co-proprietor would be necessary, 
whom I have since seen (one Mr. Massey), and he also inclines 
thereto j so that, as soon as they are a little disengaged from 
their present hurry of delivering out tlie ‘ Remains,' 1 doubt not 
the sending you a part of the manuscript. 

We could not think of any better method of conveying a 
copy to you than by Mr. Massey s order on their Printer in Lon¬ 
don, which 1 send inclosed, and on sight thereof he will deliver 
one to your friend there for your use. 1 am sorry I could not 
convey it to you with less tiouble, and free from ex pence. 

Mr. Thyer desires his compliments, and will be obliged to 
you for a copy of Mr. Fazakerley's-Opinion | whenever you have 
leisure to get it transcribed j and also that you would be pleased 
to insert among tlie subscribers to Mr. Baker's Life our Public 
Library for one copy, and himself for another. If you had not 
prevented me by a generous offer of one to myself, I should 

• Dr. John Eyrofii, F. R. S. author of many ingenious writing:s m prose 
and verse ; but more particularly ilis Unguis bed a professor of the art of 
^Uort'haiul. He died at Man*jheTsier, Sept. SB, 17l>3. See the “ Literary 
Anecdotes," vol. VIL pp. 08 , 203. 

f Mr. R. Thyer, Keeper of the Public Library at Manchester, published, 
in 1759, ** The fjeimine Remains, iu Verse and Prose, of Mr, Samuel 
Butiert Author of Hudibras, from the original Manuscripts,*^ 2 vols. 8 vo. 

J On the matter in dispute between Dr. Grey and some of the Londmi 
Booksellers, resj^eeting: the copy-right of Butler's Htidibros. 


have 
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hate been pi^ou<! of being* in your list, but will try to procure 
one or two in niv stead, and hope so useful a work will not be 
stifled for want of proper encouragement. 

'' My health (of which you make a kind enquiry} is not so 
good as when 1 had the pleasure of seeing you. An asthma, or 
shortness of breath, is creeping upon roe, especially in Winter, 
so that r am quitting my profession, and not retire much into 
the country, 1 hope you continue well j being at all times 

** Your most obliged and obedient servant, Ckr- Byroh-” 


From tlie Rev. Dr. John Chapman *. 

“ Dear Sir, London, July 39, 1738. 

I received yours, and send you accordingly the curious story 
of the Piperi w'hich is as follovvs : 

1665. A dreadful plague raged this Sumroer in London, and 
swrept aw^ay 97?309 persons. It was usual for people to drop 
down in the streets as they went about their business j and a 
story is reported as a certain inUkf that a bagpiper, being esces* 
sivdy overcome with liquor, tell down in the street, and there 
fell asleep. In this condition he was taken up and thrown into a 
cart early the next morning, and carried away with some 
dead bodies. Meanwhile he awoke from his sleep, it being now 
about day-break ; and rising up, began to play a tune, which 
so surjjrised the fellows that drove the cart, who could see no¬ 
thing distinctly, that in a fright they betook themselves to their 
beds, and would have it that they bad taken up the devil in the 
disguise of a dead man.' (Sir John lleresby's Memoii's, pp. 10, 
IL printed in 1735.) 

**This is the whole of the story, and faithfully transcribed* 
As to your other affair, I could do nothing in it hi then o, be¬ 
cause Mr. Harding f has been out of town, and it is uncertain 
when lie will return, but as soon as he does, I shall hear, and 
then will talk the mailer over with him. I cannot send you yet 
my list of subscribers, because it is a growing one, and f htqie 
to bring it up before 1 have done to the number of 30. 

“ 1 hope you had a pleasant and safe journey to Houghtcuj 
and remain yours affectionatelyj J. CnAriflAN*.'' 

'* Dear Sii, Lambeth, July ^1, 1741. 

! received the favour of yours, and thank you for your kind 
congratulations, but am sorry that my book is not yet conveyed 
to your hands j which delay if I could have apprehended, some 
other way would have been taken for it, 

** I did not see Mr. Hammerton when your letter was delivered 
to me, nor do I know his particular business; but, whatever it 
was, J should certainly pay no small regard to Dr. Grey's recom¬ 
mendations of him. 

* rhapkin to Abp. Potu r, aiid aftervvanb Arclidearon of Sudbury. Sec 
the ** Literary Anenlotfst/^ veil. H. p. I US. 

f Mr. Saumd Hardiug, Buok^jeher in St* Mania's Lane* 




DR. J, CHAPMAN TO DR. Z. GREY. 


^65 

As to Hudibras, I do not doubt but you will rery agreeably 
illustrate him, and whatever form you pnnt in, desire you will 
take me for one of your subscribers. Mr. Morell * generallyj I 
think. Jives at Kew, not far from hence, though perhaps at this 
lime he may reside upon his living of Buckland near Berkway, 
which he had from our College upon the death of Mr. Batty. I 
am not much acquainted with him, but if I hear of him, or 
chance to see him, will let him know your design and desire. 

Your faithful friend and servant, J. Chapman.'' 

Dear Si a, [Not diifed.] 

'' Harding was abroad beyond sea all the time 1 was in Lon¬ 
don, so that 1 had no opportunity of making your proposals to 
him ; but by this time he is returned in all probability, being 
expected, as his family told me, last week at farthest. As to 
my list, it does not rise so high, yet as I hinted to you it would, 
because I unluckily missed of some persons that I depended upon 
finding j but I can engage foi- two dozen of your books at this 
time, and hope to complete my number, 30, in a little time. I am 
now veiy busy with the press here, and wishing you and family 
all health and pJea-iure in the country, remain, 8ic. J. Chapman/' 


From the Rei’. John Church"1“. 

Sir, Angers j 17i N. 1736. 

I am sensible I ought to have returned you my thanks sooner 
for the obliging present you made me of your two books. I 
ordered them to be seat me as as soon as they came j but, how- 

• The learned Grecian \ of whotn see ** Literary Anecdotes/'vol, I. p. 
t The Rev. John Church was admitted to West nvltister School its I73ij 
elected to Christ Church, Ostford, in 1727 1 A-173(1. He was presented 
tu the Rectory of Buxford,Suffidk, In 1735; ami to tlm of Croton, iitherwise 
Crowtoii, in the same coatvy, 17A3. He martieil, in 17^5, Susan daugh¬ 
ter uf Mr. Thomas Carew, of Little WaMiTigfurd. by wUain he had one 
daii|^hter, Klj^Hbetb. H:s wife died 13, 1769* »®t* 49 ; and he after¬ 

wards veil Cured on a second marriage, hi 178L Bishop Newton, in theeii- 
terratiiing incmoirs of his own Life, says, *'■ After l>r. [Peirsun] Lluyd’s 
death, two o(ber:;or ihe Biiihop's contemporaries were then living. Lord 
Marjslitrhl arid Mr. Church, who were both elected to Oxford at the same 
time that be wa? to Catiibridf^e. Mr. Church was usually called ifoTt^ti 
t/ohu Churt'kfiind very worthy he was of the appellation. Ab be resided alto¬ 
gether upon his livings in Suffolk he was but little known in the world; 
bur wherever he was known be was greatly esteemed, having been both 
man and hov a pattern of prudence aini dtscretion, of probity and iiue- 
grity, of ^ood temper and (^uod manners, and in many respects living up 
to the character of the iftitid Parson, imitated truin Chaucer, and enlarged 
by Drvden.'* It appears by a grave-stone at Boifortl, that Mr.Church died 
Ort.27,]7e5, iEk BO —I ref^ret to add that the latter years of so learned and 
ingenious a man were embittered by pecuniary distress, Nutivithstandirig 
his preferments, and a fortune by two wives, he was always riecessttous ^ 
and his livings were under sequestraiiniii when he died. His distressed 
circumstances were by some attributed to lit! liberal cmitribuiions to the 
Pretender. We may, therefore, at hii principles, with which in¬ 

deed one of his Conteinj^oraries has likewise been charsed. 


ever. 
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ever^ they did not reach roe at Groningen till the latter end of 
May, and only two days befoi'e 1 left the place. We left Gro¬ 
ningen the last of May, N, S, and got liere Aug, 1. By that roeani 
1 packed them up with some other things that were to be sent 
to this place by sea j but^ unfortunately, those things are not 
yet arrived, so that I cannot at present have the pleasure of 
telling you I have read them over* I hope, however, Che seas 
or the seamen will not deprive me of the sight of them much 
longer ; so that I may have a new occasion (as I have had many 
a one) of seeing how much I am obliged to you for thinking of 
me* The good Professor (whom I have ventured to ask jjardon 
of this post) tells me that I am much obliged to a pretty little 
acquaintance, that is sometimes uiion your knee, for fearing 
sometimes lest I should be drowned in the great pond, I should 
be very sorry that she should have any feai's upon my account, 
unless they amuse her, and give her somewhat to prattle about. 
When 1 have crossed the gi'eat pond once more, 1 hope to talk 
over these dangers with her as much as she pleases ; and tell her 
of all the bears, wolves, camels, ostiiches, and lions, aud many 
other stj-ange creatures that 1 saw at Chantilly and Versailles. 
There was indeed a very fine collection of beasts and birds at 
Chanliiiy, such as would hme frightened her enough to have 
talked on for a month or two. But, ho^vever, in many places I 
met with some things that would have entertained any man. For 
want of any thing more material to trouble you with, and that 
you may have as much for your monej' as may be, 1 will beg 
leave just to let you know some of our rambling. 

Some days that we S[)ent at the Prince of Orange's at Loo 
were most agreeable, and it was with no little regret that we 
quitted one of the most pleasant ])laces 1 have seen. Thence we 
struck otF into an excursion into Germany j and saw a very hand¬ 
some sight in the King of Prussia's soldiers at Wesel j however, 
the garrison there are the smallest men he has in the service; 
and I vvas sorry to see that the tallest of those there were six or 
seven Englishmen, Thence we nn along \vith extreme pleasure 
to Dusseldorp and Cologne, on the very banks, as it were, of 
the Rhine; but I could not find a bit of Caesar's bridge to bring 
home to Dr. Warren (though Csesar left most part of one of his 
bridges standing), to lay up with the fragments of that sort 
which, I think, are in Trinity Hall Library. Dusseldorp, how¬ 
ever, entertained ns much, there being an invaluable collection 
of pictures made by the late Elector Palatine. From Cologne we 
crossed to Aix-3a-Chapelle, w'hich has many paiticulars to re¬ 
commend it I but none pleased me more than a large quarto 
r^tin MS. Testament, It was really found with several other 
things in Charlemagne s sepulchre, and had been a Testament 
he used 3 so that it must be at least 900 years old. It was wrote 
in large golden capitals on the finest thinnest paper or vellum 
in the world, of a colour (the nearest 1 can imagine) that gold¬ 
beaters' skin shews when perhaps ten times doubled together. 
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It was perfectly fair and clean^ except at the beginning; of St. 
Jolin's Gospel"there pretty much soiled, all the Emperoi's at 
their Coronation being sworn upon this very book, and always 
laying their hand there. Thence we crossed on to a Maestricht, 
where, a quarter of a mile out of town, is St. Peter's mountain. 
You enter there a cavern (which the people of the town say was 
begun by the Romans), cut entirely in a rock of stone, that runs 
6 leagues on to Liege. Whoever began it, it seems to have been 
begun merely for cutting away stone, which they still cut away 
every day for building. The whole extent is many miles more 
than any one knows, for there are a thousand passages and turn¬ 
ings in it) and many without flambeaux to guide them have been 
miserably lost. VVe had a guide and flambeaux, and I'ambled 
in it for three or four miles. In some places it is thirty or forty 
feet high, or more j and, as they daily cut away, will be every 
year higher and higher. In four or live places, where they have 
cut away too much, the eaith above has fallen in. 

" It would lire you to death to add any account of what we 
saw at Spa, Namur^ Mons, Brussels, Antwerp, Ghent, Lisle, 
Tournay, &c. At Paris, you may be sure, we met with enter¬ 
tainment enough : at the Scotch Jesuits there, ! fancy either 
you or Mr* Baker would have willingly took a peep with us. 
There was a folio volume of Letters of Mary Queen of Scots and 
her husband, and King James 1. and his Queen, &c. all origi¬ 
nals : but most were Queen Mary's to the Archbishop of Glasgow, 
who gave the Society this book, and many other papers. At the 
end of the book was Queen Mary's Will in her own writing, the 
day before her being beheaded ^ all in French. J read many 
parts of it i and last of all a sort of a Codicil in her own liand 
(disposing of four or five other particulars), dated in her own 
words, * Le Matin de ma Mort.* 

“ I have not room to crowd in more, and am ashamed of hav¬ 
ing said so much j but I trust your usual goodness will excuse 
it. 1 must beg you to make my compliments to your own good 
family, and to all College and Coffee-house friends j particularly 
to Mr. Baker, Dr. Middleton, Dr. Warren, Mr. Rooke, &:c. 

J am, good Sir, your most obliged servant, John Churcs* 
"Mr. Danvers's compliments attend you/' 

Sir, Boxford, FeL 25, 1745-6. 

Will you give me leave, upon the strength of favours long 
ago received from you, to ask another ? An honest man in my 
neighbourhood (that as a Bookseller only of Biblei and the like, 
has helped on his other trade of Drajjery, &c.) has ventured, I 
fear, much out of his depth, and bought Dr. Wilkins's^ Library 
of above 20(X) volumes. He has a large family, and therefore I 
wish liim well i and since he has engaged in such an affair, and 
is greatly ignorant in books, in his distress J promised to ven¬ 
ture to ask the favour of you to price his Catalogue, that he may 

* Do David Wilkins, Rector of Hadleigb, died Sept. 1745. Stc the 
“ Literary Anecdotes/' voJ. I, p, 333. 
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give a guess wljereabouts fo ask them. If you are so good 
as tu give leave forit> I will take the liberty ta convey you the 
Catalogue as soon as he has taken a tolerable one* lhat be 
bought them by is a sad one. He will propose selling them piece¬ 
meal ill the ctmntry* But whether you w'ill take this trouble or 
noEj I hope you will be so good as to excuse my mentioning it. 

It will at least have given me the pleasure of enquiring after your 
health and your fanuly’Si and to acknowledge the many favours 
I have already received. Be so good as to make my compUments 
to Mrs. Grey and your family^ to the Professor, Dr. Monson, 
Dr* Middleton, anti Dr. Riaike, and any that intend me so much 
pleasure as to ask after me. 1 am^ dear Sir, 

** Your most obliged humble servant, John Chuhcu ” 

^^DearSir^ Hadleighf March 13, 1745-t>. 

1 must thank you again for your goodness to honest 
Keymer, though I will take another opportunity to do it* In 
the mean lime 1 am obliged to you for tiie pamphlets he tells 
me you have sent me* What they are, I know not, for in his 
hurry be cannot yet find them* The same huny jirevents his 
writing now, and he begs me to send his thanks for all favours. 

1 hope iie has bad a pretty good sale, considering all things, for 
the first day. In the mean time he has secured, according to 
your desire, theThurloe's* for you at five guineas j and has to beg 
of you, if you can, to get the sets of Moss bound at CambridgCj 
and he will pay the binding, &c* j only he would be much obliged 
to you if you could send him one of the sets ready bound by 
Smith's next comings and then he hopes to have an opportunity* 
of selling them next week in the course of the sale. The other 
gets you will send by the first carriage afterwards. 

“ Your most humble servant, John Church:.'’ 


Letters of the Rev. Dr. Timothy Cutler and 
others, on Church Aftairs in New England. 

Rev. and dear Sir, Bo$ion, Ntw England, April 17^5. 

“ Your very kind and valuable packet lodged in this town two 
!nonths in the bottom of a Dissenter’s chest, before ever it came 
into my hands or knowledge* I heartily thank you for the present, 
wherein mv friends have had their share, according to your order* 
As to Mr. Lucas’s friend Dr* Masters, I am credibly informed that 
he died above half a year ago, for which reason J have kept the 
letter by me till my present dispatch of it to you* Please, Sir, 
to give him my humble service, and tell him I wish it lay in my 

* The. Slate PapersIn seven foHi* vnlnmei), of John Thurlue, Secretary 
of Stale to the two Croinw^Us. 

♦p ’^1‘his respeeiable Divine received the deg^ree of D. D. by DiplemA 
from die University of Oxford, May Si, H'SH, on tiuitiiiiff tbk ccnintry as 
a Missionary fo Boston, where be was appointed to ih« Rectory of Christ's 
Chiircli—Some extracts from these Letters have been given in the 
** Literary Anecdotes/* vob It. pp* hih —54'?; but they are here preserved 
in a re?;uUrly coin retted series, as they will be found to he iuteresting docu¬ 
ments ill Eccleiiasticai History- 

power 
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power to express my regai^ds to him. We are particiilai ly obliged 
to you for the good ]>ains you have taken to expose the quibbles 
and falsehoods of our worthless great man * ^ and think it wants 
no emendation 5 to he sure^ Sir, I have more modesty than to 
pretend to niake any, except T should leave out your text in the 
front, wherein 1 hope for your pardon, A bookseller promises 
me to get it printed, though indeed New England is too dull a 
place for such a work. 

As to the disposal of your ^ Answers to Peii^e I refer you 
wholly to Mr, Check1ey*s letter, as also about the state of his 
own affairs. Some good friends in town have made his fines 
easy to him 3 and whatever his sufferings have been, we reap this 
advantage by it, that we have an instance of a barefaced perse- 
cutitm, for by the verdict of a Jury, he is acquitted from any 
thing seditious relating to the Civil Government, and is only 
punished for detecting their schism, when the blackest and most 
hellish things are here vented agaiiisi the Church with commen¬ 
dation, I rejoice In the growing greatness of Cambridge, and 
pray God favour it, J think Mr. D<nTghty's SejTnon to have been 
a fine introdoefion to the noble design, and the plan promises 
what I should think myself very happ}- to see with my own eyes. 
In the mean time I cannot help envying you when here is a 
paltry town of the same name, where there are near 300 scholars, 
among whom a churchman durst hardly say his soul is his owni 
and, I think, it will never be well till that College become an 
Epi £ copal College, or we have onefoiinded with us. 

1 am much obliged for your account of books. I have had 
a thousand longings for CoteJerius since your letter j but, since 
my abilities will not reach it, 1 must be contented without it 3 
bill if Bishop Chandler doth well answer the Freetliinkei^ book, 
called, ^ The Grounds and Reasons of the Christian Religion,* 1 
will upon your good character send for them both. I have sent 
you two of Mr. Hanyman*s pieces (which he modestly desires I 
would apologise for), with some more wietched tnimpery that, 
J fear, nobody will tind time to answer. J am oppressed with 
the labour of making and preaching two or more Sermons a 
week, as I would enter the lists with them, I find that, in spite 
of malice and the basest arts, our godly enemies can easily 
stoop to, that the interest of the Church grows, and penetrates 
into the very heart of this country. Within eight miles of good 
Mr. Johnson, of whose welfare I have lately heard, there is a con¬ 
siderable congregation of Church men 3 and it will not be long 
before they petition the Society for a Missionary. Mr. Johnson's 
reputation grows, and good success attends liira. Tin's great 
town sw^arms with tiieoi 3 and we are so confident of our power 
and interest, that, cut of four Farlianieiit-men which tiiis town 
sends to our General Assembiy, the Church intends to put up 

^ See the ** Literary AnecduteE,’* vul. 11. 5^9. 

f Rev. Janie*; Peirce, an endneut Disseutijig Minister. He died March 
30, imS, set. 53. 
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for twOj though I am not very sanguine about our success in it* 
However^ it is worth trying^ and could we fill our lower House 
with Churchmen, w'c might get reneaied some cruel Acts, which 
bring Churchmen under a double ^large—^to maintain a Dissent¬ 
ing teacher, and the Church too* My Church gi'ows faster than I 
expected j and tvhile it doth so^ i will not be mortified by all the 
lies and affronts they pelt me with. My greatest difficulty 
ariseth from another quarter, and is owing to the covetous and 
malicious spirit of a clergyman in this town, who in lying and 
lillainy is a perfect over-match for any Dissenter that X know 3 
and, after all the odium that he contracted heretofore among 
them, is fully reconciled and endeared to them by his falsehood 
to the Church and spite at me. 1 have a clear conscience towards 
him, and have tried to gain him j and, for the peace of the 
Church, have passed o^^er many affronts that every body would 
not have thought supportable, and have not stirred till he gave 
such a vent to his furious malice that none bat an ass would bear j 
upon which I have made my complaintj which I need not he 
particular in, because 1 doubt not the Dean of Ely^ hath related 
it to you. I am greatly obliged to tJiat reverend gentleman for 
the comfort he gave me of a very tender letter upon it, even 
under the remainders of a heavy fit of the gout». 1 doubt not of 
his and sundry others readiness to assiit me; but am not very 
ready to promise myself any good successes from it. However, 
Thave done justice to myself, and this shall be my satisfaction, 
be the event as it will. 

** It is now above a year since a Society of Churchmen hatli 
been established, to make provision for the necessity of any of its 
members j for the assistance of any person that may go off in the 
Church's service 5 for a good Library, &c. The itock is already 
1301 .1 and it will not be lon^^ before we are considerable. We hope 
many good gentlemen in England will countenance the design of 
a Public Libraiy, much needed among us* I am impatient to 
see your ^ Ans^ver to Calamy/ which you promise me some of* 
We are told Colonel Shute is to come again over to us, which 
surely will be much better than if our Fanatic country prevailed 
in their cause against him ; and certainly, if he hath any sense 
in him, he will not think our Fauaticks worthy of any more of 
hh favour. If this find you in London, I should be obliged to 
you. Sir, for an account of his affairs. Please also to give my 
service to Mr. Wheatly, and be a motive to him to perfijrni his 
promise in writing to me j likewise to Dr. JVIarshal, of whom I 
should be glad to know whether he hath received any Madeira w'hie 
by means to his content j—never forgetting the Reverend Dean, 
whom I thank for all his compassions towards us, and hope for 
his prayers as long as he lives ; and herewith would I include his 
good lady and yours. Sir, this is the til's! opportunity since your 
last letter. Your opportunities this time of the year will be fre¬ 
quenter, by which I hope you will not forget your unworthy but 
8 incere friend and most Ilumb 1 e servant, Tm. Co xi. e n*'* 

*■ Dr, Robert Moss ; of whom see “ Literarv Aneedotes,*' vol* IX. p.l66. 

To 
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To the Bev. Dr, Timothy Cutler. 

“ Sir, London, -- 31ay 1725, 

I am sorry for the temp^;^' you generally discover in New 
England, i can assure you your credit is very low at Court. Wg 
reckon you so bent upon setting up for yourselves, that there if 
a general disposition to humble you; the treatment the Govei nor 
has met with, has raised great and general resentments; and, 

1 fear, you never will have one like him, I am sony you take 
your enemies for your fnends, and your friends for your enemies, 

I fear your Charter is gone, and past recovery. I am concerned 
for your College, and in that respect should l>e glad to ser\ e you 
if 1 was able, 1 should take it as a favour if you would let me 
know the state of it, and what way it might best be befriended. 
Do your Gentlemen Representatives think to stand it out 
against our Court, and defend themselves by impunity? Can 
they expect another Governor will be so snubbed > What do 
you mean that you have not another agent here ? I could tire 
you With queries. I hope you vvill excuse my freedom, though I 
am lieartiiy sorry for you as a Colony, and for yourselves in par- 
ticulai’- I pray God over-rule and direct all for the best,” 

Rev* Sir, BostoJi, New England, June 21, 1725, 

'' I have received your kind Letter, dated at Cambridge, Aug- 
7, 1724, for which I return you my hearty thanks. ^ 

The manuscript with whicli you were pleased to oblige us 
shall be printed as soon as we can bring the Printers to any tem¬ 
per, who have been so much menaced by the Teachers, that w^e 
have found it very difficult to get any thing printed in de¬ 
fence of the Church, The inclosed pamphlets, which I desire 
you to accept, I printed by stealth, at the time of my first trial. 
Had the Judges known of it, they would have made it a forfeiture 
of my bonds (for, you must know, my countryuien think it trea¬ 
son to write in defence of the Church); and indeed 1 had not 
run such a risque, had there not been a necessity for it. There 
was at that time a great dispute betwixt two leadei-s of the 
iub-divisions of the schism, a Baptist, and a Qaaker lately a 
Baptist, with both whom I conferred when 1 fled from the 
moderation of the Independent into the Narraganset country, 
the seat of the Quakers and Baptists, 

"" Five hundred have been dispersed in those parts, and have 
done a great deal of service already. 

You must excuse the lowness of the diction ; though, by the 
good it has already done, I would flatter myself that it is not ill- 
suited to the end proposed, viz. demonstrating to either party 
the inconsistency of their respective schemes in their own dia¬ 
lect f to keep close to which, and to waite with perspicuity, I 
assuje you is not very easy. 

I have made enquiry Vor that Fanatical Collection [part of a 
Register] ^ but cannot yet find it. 
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If your Bookseller will send twent]' of your excellent book 
against Peirce bound In calf, and filleted with gold at 3^. 9d, i 
lie nmniiig the risque, 1 believe 1 can sell them j which if I do, 

J shall charge no commission. If*I cannot sell them all, lAvill 
carefully return the remainder j but I make no question of it, if 
they be well bound, and at that pjice. 

Reverend Sir, the severe prosecutions T have been under 
from the Independents, since my arrival, obliged me to make 
application to some of my friends in England, hoping they would 
have been able to have procured for me the favour of my Lord 
of London tj or N‘>li pra^equi; and though, 1 fear, they have 
not succeeded, yet the readiness which (I am informed) those 
wortliy gentlemen ejipress, as to have procured what might have 
screened me from the fmy pf these Independent zealots, I must 
acknowledge, has afforded me a jileasore next to that of their 
being successful in it. 1 acknowlege it a great favour to be 
thought worthy tjf their notice ; and I assure you. Sir, that the 
friendly letters from the reverend gentlenjen to whom I had the 
honour to be known in England have been, in my distress and 
trouble, a great consolation to me* 

I shall not tire you with a long narrative of my sufferings 
from the Dissenters j but beg leave to entertain you with the 
joyful news of the increase of the Church* 

Last month the frame of a Church was raised at Fairfield, a 
fltnirishing county town in Connecticut, but 10 miles from Mr. 
Johnson. 

“ The people at Newport in Rhode Island are building a spa* 
cious and beantiful Church, of timber, designing to give the 
frame of the old one to the people of VVesterley, a town in I lie 
Narraganset, who are desirous of a Church, but 15 miles fjnm 
the reverend Mr. Rl^Sparran, who preached last week at New 
London, in Connecticut, 40 miles distant from his own parish, 
a )>lacc of great trade, the seat of the late Governor, and whei e 
the King's Colleckir always resides j at which time there was 
150L subscribed towards the building of a Chureli there. 

^'This week 1 accompany Dr. Cutler to Brainlry, 10 rnik^ 
from Boston, who goes thither, at the desire of some of the in¬ 
habitants, to administer the Sacrameni. 

“ The Church-people in this las I-mem i on ed town are very 
poor, but they are raising what they can in order to build a small 
church; and 1 design my brother-in-law, who is an Ingeniniifi 
young gentleman, taking the rlegi'ce of Master tliis next Jidv, 
and a sincere convert to the Church shall act what a Layman 
may act among them, that is, read the service of the Church 
(excepting the absolution), and some good Sermons, to keep 
the people in heart, who are much discouraged and distressed 
foi want ot a minister upon the spot, Dr. Cutler engaging" to 
preach there once a month, until they shall be provided w'kh a 
Missionary. 

* befare, p. etJp. ^ Op. Ediiiuud Gibson. 


” This 


MR, JOHN CHECKLEY TO DR, Z, GREY, 273 


'' This, Sir, is the promising prospect of the increase of the 
Chyrch here^ of which the Dissenters are so sensible, that they 
make use of all the methods that envy, spite, and malice, can 
suggest, to hinder the growth of it ^ one of which was the late 
Memorial of Di\ Cotton Mather, in the name of the Disseiiting 
Teachers here, to the General Court, that they might have liberty 
to convene a Synod. Had they succeeded, we have reason to fear 
that they would have invented something like the Solemn League 
and Covenant to prejudice the rising generation againsithfiChurch. 

Dr, Cutler and Mr. Myles put in a Memorial against it (Mr, 
Harris refirsing to Join with them against his dear brethren the 
Dissenters 1), in which the following paragraph proved, what I 
foretold it would prove, a Remora to the Schlsmalical Conven¬ 
tion, which made me the more urgent to have it inserted* It is 
in the following words y viz. 

^ Whereas, by Royal Authority, the Colonies in America are an¬ 
nexed to the Diocese of London, and inasmuch as nothing can 
be done in Ecclesiastical matters witliout the cognizance of the 
Bishop: We are therefore humbly of opinion, that it will neither 
be dutiful to his most sacred Majesty King George, nor consis¬ 
tent with the Rights of our Right Reverend Diocesan, to call or 
encourage the smd Synod, tmtil the pleasure of his Majesty shall 
be known therein.* 

This puzzled the Lower House; wherefore, after reading thi^ 
clause several times over, and a short debate upon it, they ima- 
nimously t oted to defer the afifair of the Synod until their Session 
in the fall, 

1 hope my Lord of London will defend his own Rights, and 
at the same time see the necessity of a Bishop in these parts* I 
pray God, in mercy to his Church, to send us that one thing ne¬ 
cessary, not only to the well-being, but to the very being of a 
Church—I mean a Bishop j a principle of unity upon the s^)ot, to 
heal those disorders which neither the vigilance nor wisdom of 
that great Prelate, otar right reverend Diocesaai, at so great a 
distance, can foresee, or, 1 fear, prevent* 

In a short time I propoae to send you an account of the Cha¬ 
ritable Society of the Church of England, and of the Public 
Library ei'ected here; the laying the foundation of both wliich 
I have been (thanks to my good Gtxi) the happy though un¬ 
worthy instrument* 

Reverend Sir, 1 beg pardon for this long letter, and shall 
now conclude with assuring you, that, by (iod*9 assistance, no 
threats nor sufi’eriugs shall deter me from prosecuting that glo¬ 
rious cause^ to which for many years I have been devoted ; 
always hearing in my mind the paternal advice and Jilessing of 
that consummate Pi elate, tlie late good Archbishop of York 
w'hich I received from him the last time I had the honour to pay 
my duty to him in private, and represent the state of the Church 
in New England; viz. * Arm yourself with the humility and 

* Dr. Lancelot Blaekburn. 

T 
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courage of a Christian ^ am), when God shall suffer the enemies 
of Ills Church to afflict you, receive it with patience and cheer¬ 
fulness, praying for your persecutors/ Which good advice I 
have endeavoured to tblhnv j and still trust in God that I shall 
suivive the storms that have hitherto afflicted me, and live to 
see the happy arrival of a Bishop; at which time, 1 am well 
assured, the "C^hurch, like an irresistible torrent, though not 
with the like ruinous effects, but with salvation and healing under 
its wings, will bear down all before it. Which that God may 
grant, is the hearty prayer of, Revei'end Sir, 

Your very much obliged humble servant, JohnCheckliy, 
P. S. Pray give my duty to that great and good man, the 
reverend Dean of Ely, and my hearty service to all the reverend 
gentlemen in London, of your acquaintance, to whom 1 bad the 
honour to be known j and, when you shall re-visit 

-^ the pleasing banks of Cam, 

(^Vhere Abraham Cowley sweetly sigh'd his flame,*) 
pray gi^ e my very humble service and respects to the I'everend 
Dr. J.#any^' and Piofessor Dick ins f, from wiioni t recei ved a great 

deal of civility/* - 

The following paragi'aphs are taken from a Letter dated the 
^8th of January last [1734-5], from Boston in New England : 

'' The late commitment of Mr. Gershom Wodell, and his being 
ex[>elied the Mouse of Representation’s, hath made a great (alk 
here, Tlie fact is this - 

Mr. Wodell was a Member of the House of Representatives, 
and hearing the Letter of their Excellencies the TA)rds Justices 
read in the Lower House, and observing how much it condemned 
the intended Convocation of Dissenting Teachers in this country; 
and knowing how much some people were bent upon the holding 
a Synod; he thought it would be highly proper that the people 
might know his Majesty's pleasare,and by such a knowledge act 
more dutifully for the future The Lieutenant-Governor had 
lodged the letter in fhe Secretary's office, an office of Record, 
where Mr, Wodell denmnded a copy of it, which was delivered 
him by the Sccretaiy's clerk, who leceived IOj. of Mr. Wodell 
for the said copy. Mr. Wodell carried the copy to Mr. John 
Checkley, who transcribed it, and shewed it to several gentlemen 
of the Church of England, by which means the Independents 
here came to the knowledge of the contents of the Letter* 

" This is the whole offence of Mr. Wodell, respecting the 
procuring a copy of the Letter from their Excellencies; for which 
he is committed to custody, and a copy of his .Mittimus absolutely 
denied him* He lays a Memorial before the House, denying the 
charge of^ clandestinely obtaining the copy, desiring to be heard 
by Counsel at the Bar of the said House; which is not granted 
(nor any notice taken of this Memorial in the Votes); and, at 
length, expelled the House of Representatives. 

• Edward Lnny, of Pcmbmkf! Hdl ; B. A, M. A, 16^0; D,D. 17^7- 
f Who will hff noiiced hereafter* 
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'"In the printed Votes of the said House, p. 102 , there is 
something very remarkable at the end of the pi-eamble to Mr. 
Wocleii^s ; for there they say, that the spreading about 

copies of their Excellencies' I-etter is to the distuTbance of his 
Majest fs sttbjecis " Some people think that this looks like mak¬ 
ing a Libel of their Excellencies' Letter, 

In p, 103, upon Greanleaf's examination, may be seen how 
angry they were that his Majesty came to the knowledge of the 
designed Synod, and what pains they took to hinder it, the 
Secretary refusing (as the Votes say) to give a copy of the pro¬ 
ceedings respecting that affair. They make fftaf crime enough 
to turn a man out of his office, mz. ins delivering a copy of the 
Dissenting Minister* Address for holding a Synod, to John. 
Checkley, of Boston, some time In the mouth of June last, which 
was sent to England. This they make the chief cause of turning 
Greanleaf out of his office, his being instrumental onhf in the 
communication of the intended Synod; for the communi¬ 
cating of which the Lieutenant-Governor is so much blamed by 
their Excellendes the Xx>rds Justices, The late attempt of 
Mr, Checkley to bring the Eastern Indians into the Communion 
of the Church of England, and the opposition he hath met withy 
hath been the cause of much speculation likewise. Some late 
proceedings here would almost make men believe that many in 
this country would chuse that the Eastern Indians should remain 
buried iii the Roman superstitions and idoiatiy, nay, that they 
should even return to their antient Paganism, rather than be 
brought into the Communion of the Church of England: * 


To the Hon. William Dummes, Esr. Lieutenant-Governor, 
and Commander-in-chief in and over his Majesty's Province of 
Massachusett's Bay, in New England. ‘27, 172b.] 

The Memorial of Timothy Cutler, Rector of Christ's Church, 
Humbly She%veth, 

That whereas the said Timothy Culler, in pursuance of the 
duty of his office, did, upon invitation, and in a very quiet and in¬ 
offensive manner, perforin the Divine Service according to the 
usage of the Chiu'ch of England, and preached at Scituate, on 
July the 28th last past 5 —iMs said action of his is most oppro- 
hriously repi'esented in the * Boston News-Letter, Numb. Il25i 
published by Authority;'—wherein, among the many falsehoods 
and injurious reflections therein uttered, there is this: 

* However, by tlie way, this shew's tlie Doctor's fervent zeal, 
and indefatigable pains to make proselytes to the cause, and pro¬ 
mote ceix-monlcs, by destroying substantials in Religion.* 

The Memorialist, in his own vindication, presumes to give 
your Honour a just and true narrative of that matter : 

“ And first he would observe to your Honour, Chat the Article 
of News in tire Boston Gazette, here referred to [see p. 277 ], 
was printed entirely without hia knowledge or order. 

" Again, that he was invited by two persons of the town of 

T 2 Scitiiate^ 
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Scituate, whose disaffection (if any) to the Minister in the place 
he did notj nor doth, think himself obliged to look into, but 
who manitested themselves to be well affected to the Chnrch of 
England, and told him that his coming would be grateful to 
sundry more people in Scituate* 

Farther, that the persons who attended him out of Boston 
were to the number of seven, three of whom were strangers to 
him; the others, with two from a neighbouring town, and a 
Demon who followed him out of Boston the next morning, are 
persons of an unsullied character, for ought he knows. 

That, being arrived at Scituate, July ^7^ he was informed 
that the Meeting-house was swept for his reception. 

That the next morning, the number of people who presented 
themselves to worship God with us appearing too large for the 
house he thought to officiate in, three persons considerable for 
age, two whereof whose names he cannot now recollect, but 
one of them, said to be a man of a very large estate, and the other 
person called Lieutenant Uammon, a man highly reputed of 
these 5 and none of the three being of the Communion of the 
Church of England, came to the house wdiere he tvaa, and said 
to this effect: " That, as he, the Memorialist, they supposed, 
was come upon the account of Religion there, and the audience 
was like to be Urge, they desired him {the Memorialist) to go 
up to the Meeting-house, and perform the worahip and service 
there, and added, they thought nobody could except gainst a 
thing of that nature, ^And the Memorialist still hesitating upon 
it (the Minister Mr. Bourn being out of town), they said they 
would take all the blame upon themselves/ Whereupon, the 
Memorialist went (conducted by them) to the Meeting-house, the 
doors whereof he found open ^ and these persons, having made 
way for his entrance into it, followed him in. 

Lastly, that (as he was told) besides those who attended him 
to the place, there were upwards of ninety persons within the 
house, near forty of whom he supposes to be married, or mar¬ 
riageable persons, people of a decent aspect andbehaviouri and 
he was informed there would have been more, if it had not been 
bruited about the Friday before, that he was discouraged from 
coming j besides some other memorable circumstances that he 
omits, lest he should be too tedious to your Honour. 

“ The Memorialist humbly presents to your Honour's conside- 
iBtion the case as represented in the Boston News Letter, which 
bethinks tends to the ruin of his reputation, the disadvantage 
of his labours in Religion, the diacouiagement of any Minister 
or Missionary in the faithful discharge of his duty in these parts, 
and by consequence to the great prejudice of the Church of Eng¬ 
land. And he desires your Honour would order such leparalioii 
to be made to his character, and afford such protection lo the 
Church of England, in this as well as in all other instances, as 
your Honour in your AVisdom and justice shall think lit. 

Your Honouris most humble and obedient servant, 

Tuiothy Cutler." 

Extract 
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Eiitract fiQin ihe Boston News-Letteh, Numb, 1125. 

The Pubiick having been shamefully imposed on by an Article 
of News in the Boston Gazette of August 2, it may not be 
improper to insert the same in this Paper, and then give some 
account of the matter of fact contained in it, 

*^The Article of News was as foiloweth r ^ On Wednesday last 
the Rev, Dr. Timothy Cutler, Rector of Christ Church in Boston 
(at the reqxiest of several inhabilants of the town of Scitxiatc), 
performed Divine Service, according to the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, in one of the Meeting-houses of the said 
town, to the general satbfaciion of the auditory/ Whether 
this account was published by Dr, Cutler, or his order, is not 
our present business to inquire. We shall therefore proceed to 
observe the falsehood of an insinuation in the said advertise¬ 
ment, which is, ' that a considerable number of the princi¬ 
pal inhabitants of Scituate had invited Dr, Cutler to come and 
evangelize the people there whereas, in good truth, he was 
invited hut by one man, who was disaffected to the Minister 
of the place, Howeve]-, by the way, this shews the Doctor's fer¬ 
vent zeal, and indefatigable pains to make proselytes to the cause, 
and promote ceremonies, by destroying substantials, in Religion, 
The rest of the audience were the Doctor's attendants, being 
three in number (well known in Boston), some disaffected per¬ 
sons from the neighbouring towns, three other men, inhabitants 
of Scituate, and about 40 school-boys and young people.—A 
hopeful auditory, no doubt!—And the readier may easily judge 
what manner of performance would be to their general satisfac¬ 
tion. Here it will be but fair to inform the pubiick, that the 
entrance which the Doctor and his company made into the 
Meeting-house was without the knowledge and consent of the 
Minister, or principal men of the town, and by consequence 
somewhat unhandsome, if not clandestine. This is a brief and just 
account of Dr. Cutler's journey to, and performance at Scituate, 
which has occasioned much talk and speculation among the ple¬ 
beians, every one passing what censui'e he pleased on the action, 
though most hold it not very honourable on the Doctor's side, 

“ We simli sura up the whole matter with this one reflection, 
among many others that might be made; viz. If a Presbyterian 
Minister,, at the desire of one nr two disaffected persons in the 
Doctor's congregation, had without his know'lcdge or consent, 
entered into his Church, and prayed and preached there, ’without 
dispute the Doctor would have resented it as an insufferable af¬ 
front and injury; and by this time we had been well nigh stunned 
with the clamours of the party/’ 

The printed papers are all got into private hands, and I could 
get but a very few, which 1 have disposed of ali^ady* T. Cutler/'] 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber, in Boston, upon 
Thursday the 2nd of September, 17^^, 

“ His Hon, the Lieutenant-Governor communicated a Memo¬ 
rial he had received from the Rev* Dr. Timothy Cutler, com¬ 
plaining 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE* 


378 

plaining of some unjust reflections cast on him in the Boston 
News ^per. Numb, 11^5j said to be published by authority, 
relating to his performing Divine Sei-vice in the Meeting-house 
in ScituatCj the 2 Sth of July last past» Which being read and 
considered, his Majesty*s Council gave the following advice: 
Whereas, inconveniences have once and again arisen to the 
Goverment by several matters being printed in the Newsjiapers that 
are said to be ^Published by Authority,* which have never 
been known to the Government, or offered for their approbation: 
Advised, that his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor give his 
Orders to the Publishers of the several Newspapers, not to in- 
Bert in their papei^ those words ^ Published by Auihoril]// or 
words of the like impoil:, for the future. 

‘"Copy, examined by J, Willard, Sec ** 

Rev. Sib, Bostouj New England, Dec. 10, 17^5. 

** The bearer of this Letter, Captain Foster, is a gentleman 
who hath been some time in this country, and can give you a 
good account of the posture of affairs here, as well ecclesiastical 
as civil. I believe you will like his conversation* 

Some time past I sent you the book called ' A Part of a 
Register,* which you desired me to procure for you. I hope 
you have received it, 

'' I am now writing upon a very arduous enterprize, viz. an 
attempt to persuade the most powerful tribe of the Eastern 
Indians to embrace the Communion of the Church of England : 
and I am not without some hopes of success, having lately bad 
a conference in private with four of their chief Tagamores," now 
at Boston upon a treaty of peace, ' This warlike tribe hath waged 
continual war with the English, being fast friends to the French 
on account of their religion, who are all to a man of the Roman 
Commttmon, having a French Jesuit among them. 

“ 1 have not communicated this to any person, knowing that 
my friends would endeavour to dissuade me from an undertaking, 
likely to be accompanied with so great ciifRculties, and so many 
hazards. And should the Independents know it, they would 
use all possible methods to render such a design abortive, 
chusing rather that the Indians should continue Romans, or, even, 
return to their antient Paganism, than be reconciled to the 
Church of England to which truly Apostolic Church (notwith¬ 
standing all opposition) the acqiusitions are so frequent and so 
numerous, that the Independents ai'c almost at their wit*s end, 
The tour I propose to take will not be finished under three 
months 5 and out and home will consist of about fifteen hundred 
miles, some of which I shall go by water. 

Your much obliged and very bumble servant, J. Checkley/* 

R^. Sir, Bostcji, N, E. Jan, 28, 1725-6. 

I wrote some time past, giving you an account of my de¬ 
signed expedition among the Indians, and of what consequence 
it was to keep it fi^om the knowledge of the Independents, lest 
they siiould hinder it. 


A late 
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" A late proceeding of theirs hath demonstrated how much 
they love me and the Church of England | a full narrative of 
which I have not now time to transmit, but have already sent it 
to General Nichalson, who will I'eadily comniimicate it to you, or 
any gentleman desirous to see it, 

J have sent you the Votes of the House of Representatives 
respecting Mr. Wodell and myself, in relation to the Ministers* 
Memorial for holding a Synod, and procuring a co])y of their Ex¬ 
cellencies the Lords Justices l^^tter, in consequence of iheir 
being intVtrmed of the intended Convocation, 

The Yote containing the order which relates to me and the 
Indian hostage 1 could not procure. General Nicholson hath a 
complete set of the Votes j and 1 have entreated his Excellency to 
communicate them, with what 1 have written relating to them, 
to the Reverend Dean of Ely, and to Dr. Marshall, junr, 

" 1 should be very glad if you would cause the inclosed to be 
printed, soon after the reception of this Letter, in some one of 
the public papers of good repute, I understand the Voles are 
sent home, and seveiul entire sets of them will be in the coifee- 
bouses in London ; therefore it will be highly proper, that some- 
tiling should be printed in relation to those Votes that mention 
me I lest my friends should think that it was a contrivance of the 
said Checkleyr and a designed imposition upon the Court, ac¬ 
cording to tlie language of the Votes, 

Dr. Cutler is very well, Mr, Johnson is marj'jed. Pray give 
my service to all my friends in England. I have heaitl nothing 
from them a great while, 1 hope tliey will not forget me, 

"I am. Six, youi’ very rnuch obliged, and very humble servant, 

“ John Checxley/’ 


To the Rev, Dr. Cutler, at Boston. 

Rev Sir, Boston, 5, 1736. 

*' i am a poor woman of the other Church at Boston j and 
have been sundry times to hear you, and should go very often, 
but I find you preach up morality, and little of Christ, in your 
Sermons, I wish you would peruse Dr, Beverege^, more especially 
those parts on Christ's merits. I pray preach more on true con¬ 
version, and the life of Christianity, and not so much on passive 
obedience and non-resistance. Pray in your little prayer before 
the Sermon for King George and Royal Family, and for the Go¬ 
vernor, as our Ministers do, and 1 will come often. 1 know 
many others of my mind; and I am sure your Church mil be full. 
“ Pray, Doctor, excuse for being so bold, 

1 am your real friend and servant, Y. Z.** 

“ Rev, and dear Sir, Boston, New England, Ma ^ f , 1/26, 
** This letter waits on you by the assistance of Mr. Eb. Mill erf, 
w^ho comes over in hopes of a Mission to the to\vn of Bran tree, for 
the particular knowledge of whose case I bsg leave to refer you 
^ Bishop of St, Aiapb from 1704 to 17 OB, f See p, 280, 

to 
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to Mr. Miller himsflf, and tlie letter I have wxote to the reverend 
DeiOi of Kly} and I cannot but flatter myself that you will im¬ 
part the same respects and assistance to him^ that you were 
pleased heretofore lo countenance Mr: Jtdinson and myself by, 

Thei^e is also a true son and faithful Presbyter of the Church, 
the Rev, Mr^ Welmore, Catechist at New York, \vho is linked 
in With a very useless mortal, Mr, Vesey, the Minister of Place, 
by whom he is very scurvily treated, and where he hath hut little 
advantage lo exert that zeal, industry, and courage, that is so 
peculiar to him* Him 1 have also presumed to recommend to 
the compassion of the Dean, and entreat your good offices also 
to him, as far as they may reach. 

I may glory in being instrumental to the promising circumt 
stances wherein Bran try now is; and if It be reputed now-a-days 
any merit to serve the Church, should be thankful if the Society 
would encourage me to persei^ere; and hope. Sir, that you can¬ 
didly interpret such a motion as this is; and I do assure you I 
hat'C bet ter considemtions to attach me, how slendei^ soever my 
successes are in this woidd. 

Here at'c also five places more that promise the settlement 
of the Church of England in; and I think they cannot all fail. 
My own Church is so numerous, that it is the envy rather than 
the scorn of Dissenters; and, according to present views, we 
shall want a third Church in a very short time. We are not 
very well [>1 eased with the views of a retui n of our old Governor* 
Might Col Nicholson the late Governor of Carolina visit us, the 
Church here would glory and tiiumjjh in him. However, now 
though our Head Officers keep out of Church, and with the great¬ 
est indiistty promote schism among us, yet we grow, and we 
trust the gates of Hell shall not prevail against us. 

If Mr, Miller^ should incline to visit the Universities, 1 would 
also, Sir, lay in for your assistance therein, 

I shall shortly be impatient for a letter from you. May 
you and yonr family be rewarded here and hereafter, for all the 
learning and courage you have improved in the Church's cause 1 
and may I constantly reap t heheneht of your prayers and friend¬ 
ship 1 I long to see you, but I fear that nothing but death will 
give me that happiness* 

Sir, your unfailing friend and servant, Tim, Cutler* 
“ Since the writing of this letter, I received a suliitation, 
whereof for your entertainment you havfe a copyf*” 

" Rev, Sir, Boston, May 9, 17^6. 

The bearer of this letter, Mr. Ebenezer Miller, who is my 
brother-in-law, goes home very well recommended, to my Lord 
of London, to the Hon, Society, and to many wortSiy persons in 
London* When he arrives in London, as he is a stmnger, he 

V Ebenezer Miller, af New England, was created M. A. at Ojiford, July 
16, 1126 ; and (a^ a Missionary) D* D» by diploma, Dec* Ij J747, 

-]• See the short Letter in p. 279, 

will 



MU. JOHN CHECKLEY TO DR. Z, GREY. 281 


will want the advice of some good fi'iend, I hope^ Sir, you will 
condescend to be such unto him- If the Bishop should not 
dispense with bis age (he not being 24 years old) so as to 
send him ovei' this fall, I would have liim spend (if his money 
will hold out) some months at Oxford, and after that to visit 
Cambridge ; at both which places, I believe, you have many 
friends; and, if you will honour my brother with letters to them, 
it will be a great favour done to him, and an obligation upon. 
Rev, Sir, your already much obliged and very humble servant, 

-Jno. Checkley,” 

Very worthy nEV * and dear Sir, Boston, Sept , 30,1726. 
Your very kind letter and packet of March came to hand 
just now. 1 thank God, who continues you for the service of 
religion and learning, and of your friends, I have not yet had 
time to read over your books, nor to determine from my own 
and my friends* thoughts how to improve the generous liberty 
you give me about your manuscript. 

** Sir, I set a great value on the sympathy of such good men 
under all my difficulties; and I can comfort myself under your 
will to do good, when the ability for it lies in worse hands : but 
I tliank God 1 live, and the Church grows, and her prosperity 
shall be my chief joy, J am glad to hear Mr. Miller, who is gone 
from us for a new Church in the neighbourhood, is well accepted. 
We shall want a little more of the Society's care presently, for 
another new Church at New London. 

“ 1 never saw Bishop Gastrell's book, and shall take it as a 
favour to receive it at your hands. 1 have taken the hint from 
you about Madeira wine, to write in your behalf to Mr. Richard 
Myles of Madeira, the same person who served Dr. Mai'shal, for 
an hogshead of it; and 1 hope that you will receive it not long 
after the receipt of this. Perhaps, Sir, 1 am too forward in writ¬ 
ing without farther orders from you, for which 1 ask your pardon. 
Several letters have come here from my Lord^, but none to 
me; by consequence nothing is found in me worthy of death, or 
of bonds; and this must comfoit me upon the neglect of so 
many important letters that 1 have written. In his last letters 
to some, he tells us the advice he hath received of Mr. Checkley’s 
going up to the Clergy*s meeting at Rhode Island, and being a 
great adviser in all our affairs; and though his Lordship much 
disrelishes, notwithstanding he sent our Address to the King to 
Hanover, and thanks us for our respectful letter to him. Mr. 
Checkley was only transiently in that place, without any concern 
in our ^airs, w inch we sliall try to make his Lordship believe. 
For this we must thank some of our own order, who are pro¬ 
perly devils,—acc us Cl'S of the brethren. 

The Dean’sf illness is a grief to many of us, who see reason 
to value him, especially in such times as these. I hope God de¬ 
signs him a longer life, for the good of the Church. 

‘‘ I forgot to tell you the Bishop encourages us to hope for his 
interest to get repealed such laws as the Church here suffers by. 

^ D r. Gi bsgn, Bi&hop of Lrondon. f Dr. 9, D e an o f Ely. See p. SB S. 

It 



283 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


It is an article of great importance^ and we pray for his Lord¬ 
ship's success in it^ which we must esteem a compensation for 
our own particular misfortunes. 

We arc not able to understand the case of TMr. Henley j and 
1 should he thankful for your ex plication j as also whether any 
Canon will bear a Church out in the election of a Churchwarden 
out of Easter w’eek: which case hath its rise in my inind from 
the dying circumstances of one of my Churchwardens. 

** We are well pleased with Coh Shu fee's absence, having a 
greater Fanatick than he to supply. It is a matter of considerable 
speculation whether he will ever return. 1 could spare him For 
a better. 

You are too good a gentleman to be envied in your noble ad¬ 
vantages at Cambridge and elsewhere. However, I cannot but 
wish I w ere a sharer with you. At this distance I shall never forget 
my old friends, and hope never to be forgotten by them, 1 desire 
with a particulai’ respect to be remembered to the Rev, Dr, Lany, 
Dr, Dickins, and Mr, Micldebourghf, the gentlemen whom you 
mentioned in your last letter, acknowledging the undeserved 
civilitiess of those and sundry other gentlemen of that illustrious 
body. Sir, my good tvishes will attend you as long as we live, 
which, 1 fear, are all that yon may expect from, rev. and dear 
Sir, your very thankful and most humble servant, Tim, Cutler. 

A Fanatic Minister of this town hath desired an epistolary 
conference with Mr, Johnson; and he hath handsoinely begun 
it, but is meanly returned upon by his aggressor. It will not 
be in print except the latter's humour should bring it out," 

Rev, and deae Silt, Boston^ Nets England^ Oct* 22,172^- 

This is only to please myself by perpetuating in your mind 
the remembrance of me, I have since read your Remarks on the 

* Critical History' with a great deal of pleasure. 1 liear the 
author of that book was Oldmixon, wherein 1 am confirmed by 
some slants in yours. This Oldmixon did heretofore jjass some 
bitter reflections on Dr. Mather’s ' History of New England/ 
which Dr, Mather hath sufficiently resented i and it is pleasant 
to observe that Dr. Mather, in a late book called * Manductio/ &c, 
which by my next I may send to you, hath highly extolled this 

* Critical History,* and hath lately had the plctvsure to know ihe 
author of it. 

The books put forth are unworthy our reading; but the 
books we have might teach us better, as you may see by the 
inclosed Catalogue. It is a pity that College is in such hands; 
but our Dissenters are more careful to preserve it so, than we 
are that it should be otherwise I As a Minister of this town, the 

* John Micklebourgb, of Ben^et College; B. A. 1712; M. A. 171^; 
B- D. 1724* He was Minister of St, Andrew the Great in Cambridge; 
published a single Sermon in ITSI ; and in 1753 obtained a disperiiatJon 
to hold the Vicarage of Irapington with the Rectory of Laudbeaeb* He 
was ako Professor of Chemistry in the University of Cambridge j a Con¬ 
servator of the River Cam; and a Proctor of the Diocese of Ely, He died 
May 14, 1756, 

College 


DR. TIMOTHY CUTLER TO DR- Z. OREY. 28$ 

College Charter makes me an Overseer of this College j but their 
spite hath admitted me to be cited never but one time out of 
100 meetings which they have bad, I have now entered a com¬ 
plaint ; but how it will workj the Lieutenant-Governor being a 
Dissenter, I know not j but X am sure a man may write home 
to eternity, and be neglected* 

Mr, Harris is a sore mortification to us in every good design j 
so that, 1 fear, w^e shall be hindered from printing your worthy 
Answer to Dr, Mather* That person refused reading prayers but 
last Sunday for Miles, who is greatly indisposed } and this is but 
one out of a thousand instances of the beastliness of the man* 
A good-for-nothing Clergyman, one of his great abettors, is now, 
I hope, taking his final leave of us. 

My duly and prayers shall never be wanting towards the 
reverend Dean ; and may the next news make us rejoice in his 
good health! You will please to give my duty and service to the 
Kev* Dr* Lany, Dr, Die kins, and Mr. Micklebourgh, and all 
other Tvorthy gentlemen that think of me* My wife is with me 
in humble respects to Mrs, Grey and yourself. 

Y’oar most thankful and humble servant, Tim* Cutlee/^ 
" Rev, Sik, Boston^ New England^ May 18, 1727* 

The letter attending this, if it comes not too late, will let 
you know how fer 1 have succeeded in procuring you some good 
Madeira wine j which, if you have not been advised of before, I 
entreat your favour in preventing any diflSculties there may be 
in delivering it to you, because perhaps out of town, 6tc. 

Mr, Caner is the bearer of it, a person who hath deserved 
well of the Church, and now goes over to receive orders from 
my Lord, and a Mission from the Society to the town of Fairfield 
in Conuecticut, in the neighbourhood of Mr. Johnson j and since 
Ibis worthy friend of ours hath wrote to you in his behalf, it may 
supersede what 1 should have said in his recommendation to you, 
having had a pci’sonal knowledge of him in Yale College, and 
since I left it, I only therefore join with Mr* Johnson in de¬ 
siring for him the benefit of your countenance and good coun¬ 
cils, a fevour to myself which I cannot otherwise acknowledge 
than by seeking a share in it for those who are more deserving. 

I am ashamed that I am not yet prepared with any intelli¬ 
gence for Mr, J^ucas. His affair lies constantly upon ray mind, 
and hath occasioned me sundry letters and applications to per¬ 
sons visiting those parts from whence I must satisfy his enquiries^ 
and I think 1 shall not fail to gain him all proj^r information in 
a little time, whieh he shall immediately receive from me* In 
the mean time, Sir, please to make my service acceptable to him, 
and let him know I desire his patience a little longer. 

The Church grows every where, how unhandsome soever 
our treatment is from schism and the secular arm* We are 
threatened with another visit from our mighty Governor, who I 
fear will not care to mend the matter. The Society promises 
us their interest to deliver us from schismatic taxes, which some 

places 
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places groan and are in danger of fainting under} and I pray God 
give success to your affectionate concern about m. I 3 y my cha¬ 
racter of Miuisrer in this town, 1 am one of the Overseers of 
Harvard College, a right which I had rather die than give up j 
and yet, after all my compiaiiits, am shnfdcd off from sitting with 
that body, whereof 1 intend shortly to complain to my Lord 
and the Society 3 and when 5 have done all, I shall content 
myself to have wished well to the Church of England. Ml 
C heckley (\vhom God prospei') can gh e you a full undei standing 
of this case. 

Our distant speculations about the war are very wild. 
Might it purge the nation of Deists, Atheists, Arians, Free¬ 
thinkers, 6 iC* it would lessen our numbers, bni increase our 
glory. 1 rejoice in the opposition which you and many other 
good men make to prevailing corruptions, and pray for the con¬ 
tinuance of your life and usefulness, and think it a great happi¬ 
ness to be entitled to so much I'cspect as you allow to, rev. and 
dear Sir, your vej y humble and thankful servant, Tim, Cutler/ 


At the end of this l.*etter was the following addition by the 
Rev, Dr, Moss, Dean of Ely, 

Sir, Cambridge^ Jul^ 11, 1727. 

** Inclosed togetlier with this I received another from the 
merchants (Hayward, Miles, Ride), dated March the 13th, to 
Dr. Timothy Cutlei-, promising to send, as desired, to Dr. Z. 
Grey, London, an hogshead of Madeim by the first conveyance. 
These came to me last jiost, inclosed in another from Mr. Eben. 
Miller, I suppose as not knowing how certainly to direct to yoiL 
When I saw Dr. Cutler's name, and expedition desired, I judged 
there could be no secrets} but yet I thought it best to open the 
letter} in pursuance of which, 1 send this, that, if you have not 
had notice of the arrival of this wine, you may employ some 
trusty fiiend to enquire after it, and take the proper care about 
it I gladly Jay hold of this opportunity to enquire of yours and 
Mrs. Grey's health, though we heard by worthy Mr. Rouse, who 
came along w^ith Dr. Baker to see me, I thank them} but a 
letter will be of great satisfaction to my wife. She is as busy 
as a bee. She spends day after day at your house beyond Round 
Church, from six in the morning till six at night, the w^ork- 
men s hours, of whom she had eight or ten about her yesterday? 
and will have as many to day, 1 suppose in order to be at hand, 
if possible, against yoor good time. All here vvelL with services 
and respects. Your little girl is as wild as a buck. She fills 
my yard with girls often. On Sunday last in the afternoon there 
was a whole congregation of them in church-time, and louder, I 
dare say, than that over the way. H. Moss." 


Rev, ano dear Sir, Boston, ApTil7j 1723. 

I proposed yours as the next letter to have crossed the Ocean} 
but an opportunity presenting by Mr. Rufus Green, who haa 

thought 




DK. rmomr cutler to dr. z. grey, 285 


thought of seeing Cambridge, I have prevented you. Re is a young 
man of great sobriety, and strongly attached to theChureh, who, 
with sundry of the rising ^'eneraciDo, promises to he the Church's 
glory in the next age ■ ami if yon could gain him a little sight 
of some remarkables in your University, 1 should take it as a 
particular favour to me. 

Inclosed you see. Sir, is a letter to tlie Rev. Mr, Lucas, re 
adhuc mfectd. 1 intended hbn no letter till 1 had satisfied Ids 
commands j but 1 have been so vilely disappointed and delayed, 
that i could not help actjuainting him with it. I have been 
more particular with him, and give him yet some encouragement 
that I can serve him j but I must confess I need his charity, and 
yours loo 3 and 1 beg these instances of it from you, to think 
well of me yourself, and apologize for me to him. 

** Since my last, I think, died the revereud and excellent Mr. 
Miles 3 and Mr. Harris's conduct ever since has been a dj*eadful 
tragedy. His sermons have been distracted invectives upon all 
his opposera. A worthy woman, who with smartness and boldness 
enough resented his ungrateful and abusive treatment of her 
character, dying suddenly, he the Sunday after remarked the 
judgments of God on that wicked Jezabel^ who made it her bminess 
to speak against her neighbours; and accordingly refused her 
Christian burial. Being disjdeased at a gentleman of character 
belonging to his Chui eh and Vestry, he pulled him by the nose, 
and bad him get out of the Church, and said he would follow 
him 3 and after that charged him with going to strike him in the 
Church f whereas every one there were witnesses Co that gentle¬ 
man's meek behaviour. And yet this Monster is a worthy friend 
to the present Government, and none of those that do oppose 
him i and we conclude that he has fixed these apprehensions in 
the ti'ue son of Bishop Burnet*, who is appointed our Governor; 
and I understand that somehow or other I am brought in for a 
scrape 5 but 1 hope I can live without Governors, as I have 
hitherto done, though, if Mr. Harris finds the favour with my 
Lord, as he doth with our authority, we must all stand clear. 

“It hath pleased God to make sundry breaches on my Church. 
One remarkable one of late is in the death of a young man of 
great sobriety, discretion, and zeal for the Church, for wdiich he 
left the Dissenters after the conviction of his riper years. He 
was brought up at our College, and carried from it a strong 
relish of polite karning and divinity, and lived and died with the 
respect of all that knew him. Jn his will he gave niy Church 
1 h 30/. whereof 30 is for the poor of it} and after the discharge 
of sundry legjieies and the death of his mother, the residue of 
the estate, computed at 8 (K) or 1000 /. is to be equally divided 
between my Chureh and the College, the interest of the latter 
half for the education of Episcopal scholars : and this mars all 

+ Willi Am Burnet, E^q. th'^ Bisliop's eldest son. He hful been a Felkw 
C^ifTimouer of Trinity Collei^e, Cambridge; and obtained the degre;? of 
M. A. in 1109. 
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the ^loiy of tlie beiiefaclion j and it is said the College will reject 
the gift, as they did once an organ willed them for the service 
of Almighty God- These things are a plain evidence that our 
College should be under the management of better hands, and 
make me wish more earnestly a good success in the present case 
depending. But since General Nicholson, our great patron and 
solicitor, is dead, our spirits are nmch damped. However, for my 
part, I have done my utmost, and tvhatever others can, I can 
sit down with a good conscience, and I hope in God I shall 
have no occasion for such embroilments for the time to come. 

We are all attentive to the effects of tiie present Convocation, 
and are sanguine enough in our hopes from it] and surely it 
must be for the better j and there must he such a catholic spirit 
in the Clergy of England, as to extend youi^ thoughts to this side 
of the water, that we may not always be as sheep without a 
shepherd, eternally exposed to the violence of these w'olves. 

"" Mr. Johnson has preached in Newhai'en, w'here there is a 
College, and seems to hope they may have a Church thej*e. He 
deserves a better character than some an an higher station. 

You will make my compliments to the Reverend Dean, Dr. 
Lany, Dr. Dickins, Dr. Middleton, and whatever gentlemen may 
talk of me with favour, hovv unwoi tiiy soever I am of the least 
notice. I hope to hear from you shortly ; that shall always be a 
pleasure to me while I can subscribe myself, reverend Sir, 

Your most obliged humble servant, Timothy Cutler. 

"Sir, if you could procure me the Apocrypha, of Roger 
Daniels Edition, you would much oblige me, and the bearer 
will pay for it/' 

Rev. Si R, Bostoii, New England t Oct 10| 1?2S. 

1 never receive your letters without a particular joy. 1 am 
greatly obliged by such an expression of your friendship, June 5 , 
and the learned tract inclosed. I think it impossible to answer 
it any other way than it was answered, namely, by an over¬ 
ruling notwithstanding, too often the fate of what is just and 
right. However, my dear brother in town’ll graduated in Oxford, 
says, that the Landieth degrees are better, and have a mom 
general and unexcejdionable reputation, than those of the Uid- 
^ersities. I have had the happiness to read 'Bishop Chaiidler's 
Reply, which you mention ] ami do not believe any man can 
answer it without a good stock of that impudence and weakness 
yQu suppose his adversary to be furnished with. It is an avi'fu 1 thing 
that Infidelity lifts up its head so high. I hoped to have hcani 
some noble edorls against it by the Convocation; instead of that, 
1 find the Sermon printed, ‘ Jussu Reverendissimi,' soothing ait 
mortals in their bliudnes^cs and eiTors, and labouring to extin¬ 
guish all the zeal that our holy Religion is worthy lobe treatedwith. 

" 1 am glad. Sir, that your wine suits yoU] and 1 am proud 
to preserve my memory with you by such small services, since 
greater are out of my power. 1 iiave observed your order about 
=*■ Dr. Ebeueaer Miller. See ji. 280 . 
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two hogsheads more, hni fear you will not Jiave them so soon 
as vou desh^p I received your letter but on the 7th of September^ 
anti my first opportunity of writing to Madeira after it was ou 
the 1st instant, and quickly I shall send a dujdicate there j but 
I flatter myself that at length you may drink my health in wine 
equally to your content, 

I am sorry for the death of Mi\ Lucas, and many other of 
my distant friends who have left the world of late, Unless my 
letter nnscarried in England, you are before tins time satisfied 
of my labour in his aifaiva, I have given your service to Mr, 
Miller and his lady, with the melancholy news attending it. She 
ii near a time of travail, if not passed it: we have no treason to 
fear but she will have a good time* I have also given your ser¬ 
vice to Mr. Checkley and Mr. Johnson, who are both wclL The 
latter, I believe, intends to print a Sermon against Calvin's 
' Hon ibile Decrelum/ occasioned by a confounded one of my suc¬ 
cessor, the Rector of Yale College. I have seen Mr. Johnson's 
performance, and I believe it will give him credit where he 
dwelb. I inclose to you an honest effort of my good brother, 
who will blush when he knows it is going into your hands. You 
may find some inaccuracies in it j but. Sir, I know your can¬ 
dour, and believe you will find in it the solid and ihe useful 
Christian. 1 inclose another, unworthy of its company, occa¬ 
sioned by a duel of tivo young men who left the Meeting for the 
Church. There you will see. Sir, that, though Dr. Mather is 
dead. Schism is iiot, and Uiat we want not canting fellows to 
dress up siander and ijl-nature against us. 

“ As to the affair of the College, I have rid my Imnds and my 
conscience of it, by all possible labour to get justice in what, I 
think, b of vast importance to the felicity of the Church here. 
Hia Lordship and the Society have had every paper out of our 
Records, and well attested, relating to it, and as pressing a re¬ 
presentation of the case as I could make to them. 1 have had 
no return from either, saving a verbal one from the former j and 
it seems I must yet send the pleas of the case, and clear up thtr 
matter of our being Teaclnng Elders, and shew the benefit and 
advantage that would arise to the Church from our sitting among 
the Ovmeei^ of the College. The Loitl give us eyes to see, and 
ears to hear! The poor Church is in some places squeezing to 
death under the weight of the Dissenters' loins, and neither 
Bishops, nor the son of a Bishop now at the head of us, give us 
any relief. The latter is vigorously pursuing his own intej^est, to 
get a li^ced salary on a Governor^ and our House of Commons 
as obstinately 0[>posing it. If he carnes our coniplimeiU home, 
and the Court be provoked to abolish our Charter, he will [irove 
the greatest blessing that ever vve had. Our only consolation at 
present is, that good may come nut of evil. It cannot he other¬ 
wise when our great man shall nevier come wuhin the walls of a 
Church for a month together, and shall be so free as to tell two 
Clergymen, that he refused Priest's Oixlers because he could not 
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assent to t!ie Athanasian Creed, and tliey so complaisant as to 
shew no uneasiness at such awful conversation. 1 only wait for 
a little more openness in such talk> and ilien my pulpit shall 
ringj and I believe 1 shall by that means become popular among 
the Dissentei'Sj who, as well as the Church, do greatly dislike 
his principles and practice, 

“The sorrows of the excellent Dean* are my constant infelicity* 
God ease him! I give him my humble duty, and desire his 
prayers. 1 am greatly obliged to Dr. Dickins that he gives me 
any room in his thoughts, among so many far better men* I 
give my service to him, to Dr* Lany, and Dr. Middleton, and 
thank them for their many civilities. My spouse also is with me 
in humble service to your lady, and is very thankful to yourself 
for all the interest 1 have in your favour. Having left with you 
my sincerest and best wishes, I end this tattle, who am, rev* Sir, 

“ Your most sincere obliged humble servant, Tim. Cutler*” 
“ Rev. Sir, Bosioji^ New England, Jnl]/ IS, 1729. 

“It is for a great while 1 have been unhappy in the w^ant of a 
letter from you. However, I assure myself you are my Friend 
while you live. I know the last Spring must have limited your 
thoughts more than usual, since a great gloiy departed from the 
Churcli of England, and from you and me, and multitudes more, 
in the death of the Dean of Ely, That he shined not in an 
higher sphere, was owing purely to the iniquity of the limes; 
but now is the time come for it* 1 must particularly lament his 
loss, living where 1 can repair it in no degree. But I w^ould be 
Jess sensible of my own difficulties, when I seldom heai' any thing 
consolatory about the Church and Religion j but yet I would 
not despise what 1 hear of the Presentments made by tlie Grand 
Jury of Woolston's Blasphemy, and the Masquerades. Whether 
such good zeal is encouraged I cannot tell. Praj^ers and tears 
are, 1 believe, now as much called for of good men as ever. I 
believe good principles are most vigorous in the Universities, but 
i wish they flagged not there. 

Arianisni and e^ ery bad principle w'oitid here take deep root 
and thrive apace, were it not for the dissensions in our Civil 
Government, winch ha\ e so prejudiced us against a certain Here- 
siarch, that he can blunder none of liis notions upon us. Our 
comfon is, tliat, while he is striving with the people, he has but 
little time to attempt upon Religion and the Church, If the 
people conquer him, his opportunities for mischief are over^— 
if he conquers them, we think our Charter goes, which has 
always been a nuisance to us. 

“ Mr. Harris has lost his point in the Church in this town, 
one Mr. Roger Price being placed over him by my Lord of Lon¬ 
don. Hb coming has pleased a great many, and composed others; 
and 1 think his public performances are generally acceptable. 
His temper and parts seem to be good. He has travelled much, 

* Ptan Moss, lifter many attacks of ike died March 2S, 1729- 
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thoughj 1 think, read bnt little; and he has yet but too slender 
a valu(5 for the Hitaals of die Church. I wouki yet iiope tliat 
time will rectify and improve him, if he wilj study;, and not 
rigorously press some demands upon lus parish, which are more 
than they have promised, ami moiie than they can perform, un¬ 
less J\Ir, Harris's friends will fall in; but there is the danger. 

1 need not grudge Mr. Price the gaining his point, for this 
wuiild prove the best of motives to my people to exert themseh es 
in my favour, and it would he no damage if the Churches in 
New England would a little more copy after the Churches in Old. 

Dean Berkeley is at Rhode Island, highly honoured by the 
whole Church, and Dissenters of all denominations. He wall 
pass the next Winter there, and wc promise ourselves he will \ise 
liis interest to place his College in these partS;, and this will be 
some comiiensaiion for the loss the Chmch has sustained as to 
Harvard College. Notwithstanding my struggles about it, I 
have been forced to put niy son under Dissenting tuition; but \ 
must do them the justice to say tliat I know not that he suffers foi 
my sake, Mr. CheckkyancI Mr, Jolinson are both well,, and never 
mention you wdiiiout honour; so is Mr. Miller and his iady. His 
small parish grows under his cai'e. You will please to make iny 
compliments to the excellent Professor Dickins, and eveiy friend 
who mentions my name. All time will be long before I have the 
good news of your health and welfare. Dear Sir, 

" Your most obliged humble servant, Timothy Cutler," 

** Rev, Sir, Boston^ New England^ 9, 1730. 

A fortnight ago my long and earnest expectations were much 
gj-atified by a very kind letter from you of November last; since 
winch so much time has elapsed, that J do almost flatter myself 
with another of the same nature now crossing the Ocean to me. 

You give me an account of the receipt of some letters from 
me : I wish you had taken express notice of the receipt of that 
containing the fruits of my pains to serve the relations of the 
late Rev. Mr. Lucas, in gratitude to that worthy gentleman, and 
to yourself. The thing itself is but a (rifle; but, since it hai 
taken up so much of my thought and caie, it would grieve me 
should it miscarry, or prove in vain. 1 rejoice that the Madeira 
wi ne has } d eas ed you, I am wait ing for an oj >port u n it y to exe c u t e 
your commands about another quantity, 1 expect such an one 
ere long; and depend on it. Sir, 1 shall embrace the first. 

You are excellently employed if you are preparing any of 
the late Dean of Ely's f Sermons. I'his will greatiy increiise the 
obligations of the learned and pious world to you; and J assure 
you. Sir, I have not so much modesty to refuse those noble monu¬ 
ments of his worth that you encourage me to expect from you. 

Dean Berkeley leads a private life at Rhode Island; and I 
have yet w'an ted the happiness of paying mv respects to him. 
Some say his designs will come to nothing; and J fear they guess 
light.’ The melancholy accounts from you and my other worthy 

^ Dr, George Berkeley, afterwards Bp. of Clovue. f Dr. Moss. 
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friends of the state of Britain confirm our tiieas of every thing 
that is toTTOwful God give ns on both aides of the water the 
advantage of better times t It plainly appears that we must ri^ 
and fall with you, by that surprizing overture; and very moili- 
fyine: to the Church here is the Governor* whom we expect 
every day. Jonathan Bekhar, Esq* Not long ago this gently 
man married his daughter here to a person baptized and brought 
up in the Church; but not before he had strictly obliged him en¬ 
tirely to forsake the Church, which the booby has faithfully done. 
Upon the first news about our Governor* a gentleman here, from 
whom I have received many favours, compelled me to give tny 
sense of it to our Diocesan, and inclosed it in a letter of his own 
to the same purpose. Perhaps his ExceUency may be furniahed 
with the copy, or the original, of that letter^ bull am xeiy little 
concerned at the use he may make of it. I believe our Churches 
grow every where, but it is a sad damp that the Philistines are 
Lords over usT Now we may be hanged or imprisoned as many 
as please; and the Society do well to allow us (as we hear) no 
more missions, since they cannot defend those we have already. 

Since the date of your letter, it is said that Woolston has 
been severely fined. I wish to hear the truth of it confirmed, 
and that the blasphemies and heresies of the age were enough 
frowned on. 

The small-pox is now overspreading this town, and stiukes 
a terror into (he whole countiy. The contagion has proved 
mortal to many, and has therefore inclined great numbers to 
venture upon inoculation, which has been attended with great 
aueceas, 1 have submitted my wife, and seven children, and a 
servant, to the practice; and they have all gone through it ia a 
very easy manner, saving my wife and eldest daughter, who 
have been in a dangerous condition, and are now weak, but re¬ 
covering. The most visible effect of this affliction is, to set us in 
parties. The main of the Church are against it; and it seems 
that be U no Churchman or Christian who is for it. The claiuoufs 
of men are an affliction to me; but a good conscience and good 
auceess are an ample compensation. 

*^'1 would ever set a due value on the kind remembrances of 
such excellent friends as Dr. Dickins and the other gentlemen 
of your University referred to by you. I return niy humble 
thanks and serv-ice to them, heartily praying for your happiness 
and the persevering glories of their University. My wife aJsn 
desires her compliments may be acceptable to you and your lady, 
in gratitude for the many favours bestowed on. Rev. and dear Sir, 
'' Your most sincere and humble servant, Tim. Cutlek.” 

" Rev, Sir, Bos/oji, April 20^ 173L 

** Your letter of I Dec, gave me (as all your otbei^ letters do) 
a great deal of satisfaction j and I rejoice in the goodness of our 
gieat Preserver, that death has not carried off all my good friends, 
ivly account of Mr. Lucas’s friend in these parts was inclosed to 
vouredf; and it is miraculous to me that it has miscarried, since 
" the 
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Ibe vessel arrived safe, and the master who had tlie care of it is 
a trusty person, i have enejuired of him, but he has lost the 
actual reuienihi'ance of it j and, indeed, I kept no copies of what 
r sent; butj as near as my memory will sene me, it was a copy 
of his will, taken out of the Registry in the Jerseys. I reiuenibef 
I asked a lawyer to view it, and to let me know wliether that 
was not a legal proof of Ins death j and he told me it was, it 
gives me a great deal of concern, because, the place being very 
distant from this, it was very difficult for me to answer the de¬ 
sires of your friends; but, if it be tiecesBary, 1 will make another 
attempt, though I think 1 cannot alfojd to bear the charge of 
the second trial, as 1 always, out of respect to yourself and Mr, 
Lucas, designed and am determined to bear the cliarge of the 
first. It is impossible but the Dean of Ely's Sermons must re¬ 
commend themselves to the world, t am sure they will to me ; 
and further strengthen my value for your excellent friendship, 
with those other Tracts you are so good as to design for me. 

It is astonishing to reject on the impudent afl'rontsCliristianity 
has received in a Christian country, 1 have I'ead Woo Is Con tvith 
horror and think the Devil has left him a great deal of his 
wickedness, but none of his wit. The Bishop's Answ^er is learned; 
blit seems to me very heavy, Tindal {who you say appeals 
again) seems to me a more formidable Atheist by his first book} 
I wish his powers may be weakened in his second. However, 
through the good providence of God, tlic wickedest of books 
produce such Ans^vers as are noble and lasting monuments of 
the truth of the Christian Religion. It is said there are some 
volumes of Dr. Marsliall's Sermons printing. I believe 1 slmll not 
content myself without the Works of that excellent Author 
and Friend, Religion may decay among us here : but we are 
not like to run into such refined Atheism and Deism as is among 
you; foi^ our poor starved Colleges here will not afford us any 
thing very strong for or against Religion j and, perhaps, the 
Heads of tlie Colleges are the weakest tools thei'e. We aie more 
likely in time to resemble the troublesome people you have of the 
other sort} for Faction prevails, and Govermnent grows weaker, 

''You doubtless know. Sir, what attempts are made upon us 
to fix a salary on our Governor; wlio was the person tliat went 
over for England to oppose a salary, but now zealous for loyalty 
and obedience; for which reason our people prodigiously disrelish 
him, and he Joses ground every tiay. However, he has per¬ 
suaded some zealous sticklers in our Assembly to tack about; but 
they keep disguised, for fear of having their bi'ains knocked out; 
and what the issue of our approaching Assemldy will be 1 cannot 
tell- The (."ountry is also in a dismal condition for want of a 
medium of trade, and we fear the being obliged to barter. 

"The King, by his instructions to our Governor, demands a 
salary; and, if he punishes our obstinacy by vacating our Charter, 
1 shall think it an eminent blessing of his illustrious Reign, 
The Governor aims at keeping in witli the Church, though he 
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has givejj a spot of ground to build a Conventicle on, and goes 
mostly to one* Something Im lately happened that will make 
him go more sparmg-ly than ever* The last Lady-day was ap¬ 
pointed as a day of Fast throughout this Province j upon whicli 
the three Clergy of this tow n, one whereof is Commissary, went 
and remonstrated against it to his Excellency, as contrary to the 
orders of our Churcli, We were received and treated with good- 
manners, and the case excused as done unwittingly^ but the 
Commissary blunders out zeal and nonsense and rudeness in per¬ 
fection* The Governor resented it, but in a decent manner j and, 
I understand, never designs himself the benefit of that man’s 
labours more. 

I have lately hatl the honour to read our service, and to 
preach, in a village among a people entire strangers to the Churchy 
and expect to see them again shortly, and hope the issue may be 
in a new Church* 

Mr* Miller and his spouse are well. I made your compli¬ 
ments to them ; and he told me he would write you a letter, and 
commit it to my care. I hope by this time. Sir, you have re¬ 
ceived your Madeira, equal to what contented you before* My 
friend lias changed his correspondent from Myles to an exotic 
name that I cannot presently think of* I rejoice in your new be¬ 
nefice at Cambridge so agreeable to your inclinations* There you 
have the good company of Professor Die kins, an ornament to 
that University* 1 am greatly obliged by his kind remembrances 
of me, and now return my thankful acknowledgments of them* 
Dean Berkeley is coining home, to leave us lamenting the loss 
of him* You will allow me to add one word of domestic news— 
that I have married my eldest daughter to an honest man of 
my Church, who is like to maintain her well* 

Dear Sir, 1 wish you long life and much happiness, with all 
that sincerity and atfection that becomes 

Your most obliged and most humble servant, Tim* Cutleh;' 

“ Boston^ New England, Sept 4, 1739* 
reverend, most worthy, and obliging Friend, 

1 have been for near two months rejoiced by your letter of 
March 13, and highly gratified by your most valuable present of 
Dean Moss's Sermons, from which 1 think that even malice itself 
cannot detract, and which must be very particularly pleasing 
to his friends, who cannot but see the wonderful sweetness of his 
temper shed upon every line in the books, I wish to God the 
world had more of such Sermons; but am thankful for these, 
wherein 1 see a great variety of useful matter, much of it calcu¬ 
lated for these degenerate times of infidelity, heresy, schism, and 
latitude; and no wisdom, learning, eloquence, or zeal wanted, 
to recommend any of these Discouses; and, u[)an the ivliole, I 
think the Dean’s Executors are benefactors to the Church and to 
Learning (as upon other accounts so) by favouring us with these 
his laboui's, and that the excellent Dr. Snape has honoured him¬ 
self by the just and fine account he has given us of the Dean* 1 

have 
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lia%e hem loo talkative upon tbi:? subject^ and am too mean to 
cnimicrate myself among the Dean’s admirers, but could not 
forbear when my remembrance of him was revived ujion so happy 
an occasion. 

“ J am Sony Dr. MavshaR's Sermons do not answei' the clm- 
lacter he b(.n'e in his life-time j the reason is, sure, that he has 
laboured less in these performances. But I should be more sorry 
if 1 believed Whiston's suggestions, in his * Memoirs of tlie Life of 
Dr. Clarke/ as if Dr. Mai-shall were inclined to Arianism. 1 am 
the more easy because I supimse this man capable of casting a 
cloud over any person's reputation ; but yet I should be glad to 
receive from you any farther light upon it. I find there also ano¬ 
ther suggestion, as if Dr, Waterland had given up I John, ver. 7 1 
6, for an interpoUuion. Indeed 1 remember not, in any thing 1 
have read of the Doctor, that he insists not upon that text, nor 
have I c\er read much for or against the genuineness of it j but, 
as it is a good, though not the only supijoi £ of the Catholic doc¬ 
trine, I am loth to give it up, and wish to hear that the Doctor 
does not. Part of liis ^ Answ^er to Tiiulai' J have read with plea¬ 
sure, and am glad tu hear lie has finished liis performance through 
the Oicl Testament, and wish him well through the New. 1 had 
the honour of knowing and being known to Dr.Conybearc when 
at Oxon* who obliged me then and since with several of his 
books, and am pleased to think that a man of his strong ]jarts 
hath engaged the Infidels. I know nothing of Mr. Chapimua but 
by your character j and am glad that sucli a man is engaged in 
such a cause. The state (^f New England is loo near that of the 
barbarous ages to distinguish itself much in Infidelity-, but we 
have too many licentious half-witted fellows, who arc well pleased 
with any thing that pleases the Devil^ and none of tlie Teachers 
here, and hut few of the English clergy that are sent among us, 
are able to make opposition to them, 

“ You are very kind. Sir, in addition to what you iun e sent 
me, to offer me what you before hinted, but did not mention in 
particular Were it not too great a trespass upon your goodness, 
I should desire you to let me have ' The Erudition of a Cliristiau 
man/ which, 1 believe, is not in this country | howsoever J do 
by no means desire the book if it be very costly. 

1 should have answered your letter before, but tliat I was 
willing you should know at the same time of my endeavtmrs about 
the Madeira wine. Last week 1 employed iny interest to serve 
you by a vessel that sailed there ^ and, if you hatl not formerly been 
disappointed, 1 should promise myself you would find your de¬ 
sires answered, not long after your receipt of this letter. Huw- 
ever, as the vessel wherein 1 laboured in your behalf before did 
not miscarry, 1 would hope you bad the former wine by this time, 
and will have the other in due season. 1 would only obseiwc to 
you. Sir, upon your Madeira wine, that the redness is not 
owing to the nature of the grape, but to some mixture which 
those who are called the best judges of wine here are not vciy 
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fond of, and I tbink the pale-coloured wine has the highest 
esteem here; howsoever, the taste determines most i but i hope 
you will not fail of what you cbuse, and that very good. 

By the worthy Mr. Beech, late Dissenting Teacher, now a 
proselyte to our Church, and gone for Orders, 1 sent you a let¬ 
ter, in hopes lie would have the pleasure of presenting it to you ; 
but he has been deprived of that, if it be as I hear, that bis 
return to us may be expected every day. By him 1 told you of 
the scurvy repulse we had from our General Court in our appli¬ 
cation to be freed from taxes to the Dissentei’s, as the Quakei's 
are, and that we had complained of it at home. As yet we know 
not the success; but we hear the Bishop of Ijondon encouiuges 
our complaints, and we hope to hear some further good effect 
of it by the next vessel that arrives from London. 

“We have several new Churches building, and we hope one 
will shortly send for a Minister, and not be denied. Mr. John¬ 
son has the pleasure of bettering the College in his neighbour¬ 
hood, and seeing several of the Regents and Students advancing 
tow'ards the Church of England, insomuch that the Rector, who 
would save his bacon whilst he is getting light, is in danger uf 
Iiavijig his public salary taken from him whilst be is dodging 
about j and nothing keeps the Ijiightest of our youth from com¬ 
ing into the Church, but courage enough to starve; and when 
Great Britain will deliver us from this necessity, God knows. 

“ We all think ourselves obliged to you for your congratula¬ 
tions of US; and return our compliments to yourself, your lady, 
and yours; as w^ell as 1 mine to the excellent Professor Dickins, 
and every gentleman in Cambridge that will bestow a kind 
thought upon me. 1 saw Mr. and Mrs. Miller in good health 
two days ago. They have two children the third, a daughter, 
and the youngest child, 1 buried a few weeks ago. 

“ Nothing is more agreeable than a few lines from you, for 
which and for all your favom^s (as well as your great and general 
merit) I remain. Reverend and dear Sir, your most affectionate, 
t hankful, faith ful, huinbl e serv aot, T i m o t h y Cut l e e. 

Sept. 18. The vessel by which I designed this letter slipping 
away before 1 was aware of it, f have the opportunity of letting you 
know that Mr.Beach is arrived here with a Mission from the Society 
to the place of which he was Dissenting Teacher. The Bishop 
of London receives our complaints of the Dissenters' treatnient 
with due tenderness and concern; and the Society for the Pro¬ 
pagation of the Gospel are prosecuting the affair; and the 
Bishop has some hopes of it, though not witliout a mixture of 
fear and doubt. Some years ago I petitioned the Society fur 
some augmentation of my salary, wherein 1 was flatly denied. 
Now without any seeking of mine, 1 have the news that my 
salary is increased to lOL per annum moi'e, and that at the mo¬ 
tion and urging of the Bishop of London. The favour and the 
author of It surprize me; and I believe you will congratulate me 
upon both,” 


''Worthy 
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" WoKTf^iv DEAE SiEj Bostojtj A^ew M/ig/a7tJ, Nov. B, ITB-*- 
I am most a^ecably revived by your engaging letter of May 
received somewhat more than a month ago, i rejoice that 
my letters have reached you, as they presence my memory wit ii 
so valuable a friend> and though for ten of mine one would lie 
an ovej-payment, yet, dear Sir, it would be an act of charity in 
you to repeat me that pleasure as often as you can. 

*' Among the news you have imparted, there is not a word uf 
the See of Gloucester*, The speculations and' controversies upon 
that head have been transmitted to us* 1 never saw more of the 
Devil than in the < Letter to the Rev* Dr* Code\t/ hope it ha* 
received a due answer. We hear the person nominated will carry 
itj ^ hts pi’escnt sickness do not prevent it ^ God grant it may, 
rather than the Church should be disgraced and poisoned by 
him* It is hard to congratulate his great friend, said to be the 
author of tliat pamplilet, with hia jjower of conferring benelits 
and dignities in the Church; but it is not strange that such a 
person, when in an inferior station, shoiild gii e it as his opinion, 
that tlie Dissenters had power to tax the members of the Church 
in these parts* How'ever {the Lord help us!), such merit is the 
way to ju'omotion* Dr* Waterland has a long time distinguished 
himself in the defence of our common Christianity: God preserve 
him in it, and rewai'd him, I read his books with pleasure ; so I 
have particularly his ' Answer to Tindal,^ in two or three btJoks, 
and bis two Visitation Cliurges* His ' Importance and Usefulness 
of the Doctrine of the Trinity' is not yet come among ub, as 1 know 
of; but I hope we shall see it ere long. 1 am extremely glad to 
receive your vindication of this gentleman, and of the excellent 
Dr* Marshall, from Mr* VVhiston's suggestions* It seems that 
man delights in all sorts of falsehood. 

You well observe Dr* Couybeare a inerita from his late book. 
It has gained him a great reputation, even in these parts. How- 

# Vacant hi 1734 liy the death of Dr* Eliat Sydall, who was succeeded 
by Dr* Mania Henson* . 

f ** A Letter to the Rev* Dr* Codex [Bp* Gibson] on the subject of t js 
tnoilt'St Instruction to Ibe Crown, in the luakin^ of Bishops* This 
was followed by ** A Second Letterj'^ and both by 1*“ A Modest Reply 
to the Author of a Letier to Dr. Codex."' 2* A proper Reply to the same. 
5* ** A short Answer to the modest Reply fif Dr* Codex* With a dear and 
full Vindication of a wort hy Clergy noan, from the DocioPfi viie lusJiiuattoikS, 
unjust Aspersions, and base virulent ReUectionsj with imiie proper Advice 
loDr* Codex." 4- ‘‘The necessary Respondent^ or, a fnlj, clear, and ad#- 
(^uate Answer to, as wtll as just Observations on a late scurrilons and vile 
Invective ai^ainsc a Right Rev* Prelate, entitled, ' A Letter to the Right 
Rev. Dr. Codex, on the Subject of his modest Instruction ro the CnmnL” 
5r An Apology for Dr* Codex, humbly addresied to the Doctor.” 6* An 
Answer to a late Pamphlet^ entitled, * An Examination of the Scheme of 
Church Power, laid down in the Codex Juris Ecclesiast, Angl;,' &c. shew¬ 
ing the uiifair Representations made by the Author of that Pamphlet, and 
tliat the Scheme of Church Power laid down in the Codex is in support 
and maintenance of the Royal Supremacy, and agreeable to our Laws and 
Constitution* By the Author of the Parallel.” 


ever. 
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ever, we may make the same meJanchi)ly reflections with our 
original country; for books of Infidelity are plentifully imp or ted j 
and spread their poison among us. 

As much as 1 am obliged to you already, 1 cannot refuse 
your ufFei's of what more Sermons of the Dean's may be pjinted. 
It is no honour to me to prize what the many among us that 
read them do; but I have the pleasure to have known his person^ 
and liis most excellent convei’sation, 

i have ventured to send you a cargo (mostly of trumpery) 
in acknowledgment* ' The Divine Right of Presbyterian Ordi¬ 
nation' was put forth by one Jon. Dickinsouj an insolent fellow 
wliora Mr. Honyman chastised in a book I sent you some years 
ago. Tile Answerers of it were unacquainted ivilh one another's 
designs, or one Answer had sufficed. ^ Tlie Scripture Bishop* was 
written by the Rev. Mr. Browne of Providence: the other by 
Mr. Welmorc, In concert with Mr. Johnson. The lelters in the 
end of it are Mr. Johnson's, written in the name, and at the de¬ 
sire of a Layman, whom Dickinson challenged. The bound bonk 
is in the fii'st pai't Dickinson's ^ Reply to Mr. Browne,' who is 
preparing a Defence : in the second part, a product of Tom Fox- 
croft, a bitter creature, son of a Cliurchnian, and baptized in 
the Church. To him Mr. Johnson replies, as far as concerns the 
two Letters, in a Postscript to what be calls A Second IjCUer,' 
The former pai't is occasioned by the Remarks of one J. G. 
one Graham an Irish teacher in his neighbourhood, a fellow who 
a while ago encouraged a Churchman in the place where he dwelt 
to promote that interest I could have shewed it in his own 
hand-writing, if a knavish fellow had not cheated me of it. This 
Graham remarks on a former letter of Mr. Johnson's, written 
with very good temper and effect; but the impression is all dis¬ 
posed of, and I have not one. I send you John White's book for 
sport, and nothing else, though you will see it recommended by 
some famous Teachers of this town. The Prt3posa]s are from 
Charles Chauncy, a Teacher of this town, who has but a little 
time ago begun his enquiries, and not above a month before the 
publication of his Proposals professed himself to a Churchman 
as an enquirer then. In a new-spaper it is called * An Answer to 
a conjident Pretence,' and, as they say, hf the assistance of that 
modest man, T. Foxcroft. i suppose no thinking person will 
be shocked by the doughty performance of this insidious person; 
and, if my outward circumstances did not keep my minfl uneasy, 
I would be ready to address him, if nobody else appeared. How- 
e%'er, 1 am heartily glad that subscriptions do npt come ipj near 
enough; for, what through tlie inability and indisposition of the 
Laity here, we should not defray the charge of an Answer; and 
so our Adversaries would triumph. 

Excuse my sending you the paltry Theses and performances 
of our Commencement, in one of which you will see my youngest 
son's name; and that of my eldest in the Catalogue, which comes 
in company of Yale College Catalogue; and I mention my two 
sons for the benefit of your good wishes and prayers. 


"" Since 
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“ Since Mr, Beach, whom you mention in your letter, there 
have gone four from us to obtain Orders) but none of tliem were 
flo hajjpv as to visit the Universities, excepting Mr, Davenport, 
wiio only went to Oxford, The last is just returned, and brings 
us the sad news of the uncertainty of the Society's countenancing 
any more new Missions, When this takes air, it will give a sad 
damp to the Church among us. We have five Churches already 
built that are empty, and sundry more Societies that will ere 
long be ready to receive Ministers: and what shall we do without 
help when we have no Bishop, while all preferments are denied 
us, and all hardships put upon us } I wish that yourself and 
many more such gentlemen were at the Board of the Society, to 
encourage us under these dark views. Two places are under my 
care; one is 38 miles off, which 1 have visited twice this Summer, 
where I had an audience of 100 people, in a Quaker Meeting- 
house, many of the Frientls being present. At the conclusion 
of service, one of them, having desired and obtained liberty, made 
truly a very handsome speech, both for naatter and phiase, in 
vindication of their reception of us into their house. He said, 
' the Church had been always kind to them, and as the^ (the 
ChurchJ had been mere^ul:, he hoped the^ muld ofciai;* mercy/ 

Mr, Arnold, a Dissenting Teacher, has quitted his business, 
and will go for England, if he may be received) if not, perhaps 
that worthy roan may break his heart. We are now applying to 
England for redress in the form our Diocesan has prescribed us. 
If we must not be relieved. Anabaptists and Quakers are in bet¬ 
ter circumstances than we are. Our Lieutenant-Governor's lady, 
a sober virtuous woman, has, after mature consideration, come 
into the communion of our Church; and so possesses those 
honours that her husband seems not fond of, 

** I am heartily sorry no Madeira wine is yet come to you. As 
soon as ever 1 received your letter I wrote again, under the re¬ 
commendations of a friend) so that I hope you may receive some 
wine as soon as you receive this letter, 

think uiyself very happy in the remembrance of the very 
worthy Dr, Dickins, and my other friends in Cambridge, and 
beg leave, by you, to return ray acknowledgments to them, with 
my wife's and my hearty services to yourself, lady, and yours. 
I am. Reverend Sir, your most affectionate and devoted friend 
and servant, Ti m, Cuti,ek, 

Rev! Sib, Boston, New England, June 5, 1735, 

It is now a long time that I have promised myself a letter 
from you j but I will not despair, if Dr. Grey be alive, as^ long 
as 1 know how good a man he is, and how disintercisted in his 
favours, 

Mr, Johnson is so modest that he cannot tender his per¬ 
formances to so good a judge as you are, and imposes that work on 
me, and I the readier do it that I may therewith slide into your 
hands a worthless sheet of my own, for which I ask your pardon 
and your candour. I would also remember some other friends, 
but 1 cannot be so very free with so poor a token. 


« We 
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** Wc hear of the sad prog'i esa of Infidelity» and feel too iniicb 
of its effects with os, God forgive those who think Infidels qua¬ 
lified to be Bishops in a Christian Church, 1 have heard so many 
sad accounts of Dr. Conyers Middleton^ the Proto^——s In Cam- 
bridgCj that I begin to give Into a jealousy of him, I know, 
Sir, you introduced us first into an acquaintance with him, and 
that the gentlemen in CJambridge were the farthest men aiive 
from the pihiciples charged on him, Kow the case is, and what 
may have altered him, 1 beg to be informed by you, 

" As ] said. Infidelity prevails also among us, Chubb's and 
Dr, Clai'ke*s Works, &c. do much mischief among us. One Kent, 
a Dissenting Teacher, is now suspended by a Council for Arian- 
ism and Anninianism, though the latter is grown eo venial that 
it would have been huslied had it not been for the former. It 
is expected he ivill entirely be laid aside 5 however, that he will 
find friends enough to make him a new congregation and sup¬ 
port him. A French Convert among the Dissenters now resides 
at our College in Cambridge, to teach the Students French. He 
is pretty open in avowing Arianism, and withal sets himself up 
for an inspired dreamer, and says he has in dreams been checked 
for many miscarriuges and errors in his life, but never for this— 
Ergo .—He with hia proselytes (one of whom is a Fellow of the 
College) is shortly to work Miracles. He expects a Millenium 
in 1736 , and a Messiah Ben Ephraim to appear. How tar we 
may be corrupted, I cannot tell, 

“ The News-Letter will let you into a sad squabble at the 
Anniversaiy Meeting of our Teachers. One Fisk, the subject of 
it, has a long time teazed his people, by ciiarming some, and 
exasperating others. At length, after several of our Fanalical 
Councils appearing against him, a strong party voted him out 
of Ida pulpit. He offering to enter it, has been repulsed, and 
bound over to the Quarter Sessions, where tliere will he a tine 
bull-baiting. You will see a great many Teachers take liia pari, 
and it is likely fo prove a country quarrel j and so indeed do most 
of our Ecclesiastical Controversies ^ but this is an eminent one- 
He, good man, cares to be judged by iione but Christ Jesus) 
but, 1 believe, he has no reason to be sajiguine thei'e. 

The Calvinistical scheme is in ])erfection abuut 100 miles 
from this place. Conversions are talked of, ad nameani mque. 
Sixty in a place undergo the work at once. Sadness and hoiTt>r 
seize them, and bold them some tlays; then they feel an in¬ 
ward joy, and it fii'st shews itself in laughing at Meeting. Others 
are sad for want of experiencing this work; and this takes up 
for the present the thoughts and talk of that Country; and the 
canting question trumped about is, are you gone through P i. 
Conversion. 

These are too mean things to trouble a gentleman of Cam¬ 
bridge with; but. Sir, you that have gii-en yourself the trouble 
to hiok into the vvhimaics of us will the readier forgii e me in 
these uaiTalives, especially Fanalicism must overdo itself by 

the 
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the nonsense and confusion it clothes itself in, and thej'cby pave 
the way to sobriety* and sound hdthi and order; and, indeed, 
it has this effect upon many, and nothing keeps down ilie num¬ 
bers of our Church but want of opportunity, and feat of starving* 
You will please to make my coinpUraents to your worthy 
lady and family, the excellent Di*. Dickins ; and if there be any 
other gentlemen that remember me in Cambridge. 

Your prosperity shall ever be a joy to me; and while I li%e I 
shall be, dear Sir* your most affectionate friend* and most humble 
servant* Timothy Cutler/* 

“ DEiR Stii, Busfon, New Englmd, July 2, ^ 17S5* 

By Mr* Arnold’s return, I have the great satisfaction of a 
letter from you* dated April 2. He has returned from England* 
laden with the civilities of good men there; and, had he gone to 
Cambridge* 1 doubt not, be had felt a humanity and goodn^ 
peculiar to Dt Grey. He is gone home, and carried \yith him 
the best disposition to serve the Church ; and I hope he will plant 
his Church within a quarter of a mile of Yale Coilegc* and be 
very instrumental to ferret scliism out ot that nest ot it, The 
miseiy is, the Society is at present too poor to ^oixi Jiim more 
than 30/. per annum sterling, which will oblige liim to too many 
secular avocations from his studies. 

I thank God for the great good you do* both as an Author 
and an Editor; and am so beggarly as to tell you, Sir, that Dr* 
Webster was not furnished with that valuable present of books 
you designed me by Mr. Arnold : that 1 have not yet received tlie 
6th and 6th volumes of the exceilent Dean Moss s Sermons, which 
you promised me; and humbly depend on what ftirther of his 
and your own you shall yet think of printing* U is no wonder 
to me his Sermons are re-printing* Their reputation must ^t 
as long as that of Learning, Eloquence, or Religion. Nor* Sir* 
need any wonder that Daniel Neal is in request with the Dissent¬ 
ers in New England: the more venomous a book is, the more 
sweetly do Dissenters suck at it* I now inclose you a specimen 
in one Graham, as idle a fellow as ever bi’cathed. He formerly 
conspired with one of his iiarishioners to promote the Church of 
England, and with his own hand wrote for him a letter to me* 
subscribed with his parishioner's name; and it is now in the 
custody of Mr* Jolmson for what use he pleases, 1 hope, if he 
replies to the book, he will not think himself obliged to expa^ 
tiate in proportion to the many reveries contained m it, Daniel 
Neal was never in Nevv England ; but, having written an Histo^ 
of it, was complimented with the degree of Master of Arts by 
Harvard College ; though, not having at hand the Catalogue of 
its Scholars, 1 cannot say whether he be taken into it. 

«I am glad that Bishop Hoadly’s ‘ Treatise on the Sacrament' 
has receivetl its due chastisement, and that good men continue 
to do him that justice. I fear I shall not have the favour of Mr. 
Wheatley’s Essay upon him. I have never found him over-for¬ 
ward to write letters j but iny worthy Friend will do good as Jong 
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as he fives, and this must content me. We share in the fate of 
Old Englandj and Infidelity will advance here while it advances 
there. 

^*^1 am mightily ijleased I have served you acceptably with 
Madeira wine—a very poor, though the only achnowledgnieiit 
I can make you for your many and constant favorirs. An order 
for two hogsheads more will in a lew days be floating upon the 
watersj and I hope you will find it ec^ually to your satiafaction. 
You need not limit your desires as to the quantity of wine > and 
while yon good gentlemen are drinking the healths of us American 
Indians in wine, we will return you the coinphment with the 
utmost sincerity and I'espect in the best cyder the climate affords. 

" When Mr, Arnold went for England, I desired him to re* 
member, among my friends, that 1 had a son near *23 years of age 
designed for Oidcn s, whom 1 should be glad to place some years 
for his improvement in England, could my friends provide him 
any means of subsistence there. Before his return, Mr. Harward, 
Lecturer in the uthei Church of this town, died^ whereby a place 
in the King's gift, I think, is vacant. Upon this 1 was advised 
and stimulated by some friends of the Clergy hei e, to request 
our Diocesan that he might succeed to any Mission among us 
which might be quilted for the sahe of this place, and that his 
Lordship would give him a small Curacy in London till he be* 
came of age for Priestly Orders. It is not yet time to receive im 
answer to this request; but Miv Arnold has returned with the 
kindest invitations of my friends to send iny son for England. 
Many, and some unknown to me, have promised me their good 
offices 1 and the Rev. Dr, Conybeare, Dean of Christ Cluirch, Dr. 
Bemman, Dr. Trapp, Dr. Astry, and Mr, Beniman, have writ¬ 
ten to me the full assurances of your good-will and readiness to 
help me. Dr. Conybeare offers his endeavours to get him a 
tolemble Curacy, and Mr. Arnold says it is in or near OxfonI; 
and the opportunities by my good friends is more gmteful to me 
than my (even very dear and tender) son’s immediate rclujn 
home ; and 1 hope his Lordship will indulge me in this incli na¬ 
tion. Mr. Arnold was not so happy as to see you, or be had 
troubled you on this subject. But, when my son comes for Eng¬ 
land, he must remember his father s fliend Dr. Gi'ey, and must 
see him ; and I wish to God he might he near you, and be formed 
by you. Good Sir, pity him, pmy for him, and command him 
wherever he is. It is folly for me to say any thing in bis favour: 
those who know him are ready enough to do it. I may, per¬ 
haps, trouble you with another letter by him. 

In the mean time I wish the bearer of this, the Rev. Mr. 
James M^Sparrari, may be so happy as to see you in England. He 
has had a good character established among us for many years, 
is of sound principles and a good life, of great usefulness in his 
Mission at the Narragansetts, and highly res})ectcd among bis 
brethren of the Clergy, and indeed among all, save his fanatic 
adversaries. There is a tract of land in the hounds of his parish, 
to the Bum of 300 acres, claimed by the Church of England, in 

oppDsitJon 
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opposition to the Saints here, who would inherit tho eaith; but 
all our Courts have given against him, and he is going to seek 
tor justice on your side of the water* The case has already been 
very expensive to him, and will be more so : success would pay 
him for all; for he has no prospect of reparation or personal 
advantage* All I fear is that the money he has raised of his 
own, and that bis friends have raised for him, to carry on his 
cause, will fall shoit of what he wants* Perhaps, Sir, it may 
be in your power to do him some good offices, 

I think it a great honour to be remembered by Mr* Baker, 
Dr, Dickins, Mr* Micklebourgh, or any other of your friends; and 
now return ray hearty sen'ices and acknow'ledgraents to them, 

“ 1 am ever, with great esteem and many tSianks and the best 
Wishes, reverend Sir, your most unworthy, but most affectionate 
friend and humble servant, TimothyCutler,” 

** Rsv* SiK, BosioUt Neu> Englaiid^ Oct* S, 1736. 

I am now, agreeably to what I informed you in my last let¬ 
ter, with much concern dismissing the best of sons from my own 
inspection and assistance into the care of those reverend gentle¬ 
men in England who have invited me to it* At this distance of 
communication I am not able to say where he will be disposed 
of, nor do I think it proper to determine their conduct of him j 
but 1 do conjecture that Oxford will be the place of his residence 
from the provision of the Rev. Dean Conybeare, who has offered 
me that favour. Wherever lie is, I promise myself the compas¬ 
sions of Dr. Grey towards him, while he behaves himself (ns I 
hope in God he always will) w'^orthy of the same* The idea I 
have given him of yourself will incline him to visit Cambiidge, 
where 1 am sure he will be cheiished under your wings for the 
time he shall stay there. In the mean time, dear Sir, if your 
recommendations will serve him, either in Ijondon or Oxford, I 
must intreat for him the benefit of them. 

And pray. Sir, bestow a share of your goodness on a deserv¬ 
ing young man in his company, going over with him for Holy 
Orders* His name is Christopher Bridge, son of a late worthy 
Missionary in these parts, who was formerly educated in your 
Cambridge. He has been an orphan for many yeai's, educated 
by Dissenting friends, and gi’aduated Master of Arts at Harvard 
College, and is now upon conviction recovered into the bosom 
of our Church; and from a man of bis abilities and veiy good 
life we promise much advantage to our poor Church, if he may 
but succeed in his desires to serve her. What friends you have 
belonging to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, are 
most capable of assisting him, and I humbly hope for your inter- 
cesssions to that purpose. 

many accounts we in New England should lament the 
languishing state of Religion in Old. This is the reason whyive 
are so linie chenshed in our infant growing state, so little pro¬ 
tected from schismaticai ill-vviO, so little heard in our just com¬ 
plaints, why vve have no resident Bishop, and why so much 

Hemsy 
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Heresy and Infidelity are Imported—likely^ I fear^ to spi^ad^ m 
wanting that noble strength to oppose it, which is the glory of 

oni' original coiintiy-But 1 stop ! God be thanked things 

are not worse than they are! 

I hope in a short time you will enjoy a pipe of Madeira wine 
to your aacisfaction* My wife writes her service with mine to 
yourself and Mrs. Grey, and the most affectionate wishes. My 
services are ever due to the worthy Members of your University; 
and in a very especial manner to those gentlemen wlio remember 
me, and whose nami^ you insert in your letters, 

“ Sir, as soon as 1 receive one letter from yoUj 1 long for ano¬ 
ther ; and 1 ever am 

“ Your most affectionate friend and humble servant, T. Cutler. 

OcL 15. I have veiy lately received your valuable present of 
Answers to Sir Isaac Newton* and NeaL ! humbly thank j ou for 
your great and many services to Religion and our mtcellent 
Church, and the large share of goodness \ou ha^e admitted your 
fi’iends, particularly myself to ^ but I must not take the pleasure 
of reading your books till my son is gone. 

Sir, having yet opportunity to open this letter, I am disposed 
to recite to you a passage in Dean Conybeare's letter to me: ^ A 
jjroposal started to me by oui* friend Mr. Burton, now Fellow 
of Eton College^ possesses me much. It Is this —To procure a 
benefaction of books for the use of the Clergy with you. 1 have 
been soliciting this affair amongst some of my friends, from 
which first trial I flatter myself with some hopes of success 
You may suppose I design to shew the way in a proper manner j 
and do not despair in some time to send over an earnest of 
my good wishes/ I depend, at least, upon forgiveuess, though 
this should appear a begging paragraph/' 

Rev, Sia, Boston, New Eriglan^, Sept. ^4, 1743. 

" It is with a gieat deal of pleasure that I just now received 
your letter ; but have Ireen a long time detained from it, it beai'iiig 
date July ^^0, 1742. The inclosed books for Mr, Miller and 
Mr. Checkley I have put into Mr, Millei^’a hands. 

Accoiding to your account. Sir, your Edition of Hudibi'as 
will be out before this time; so that your Proposals come here too 
late to have their full effect, 1 hav^e begun a trial to promote the 
sale, and shall not be wanting ; but the success 1 cannot vouch 
for. My son told me he should be a Subscriber, and 1 hope in time 
to make myself master of one. Writing for England has liinciered 
my reading your History of the Donatists,' &c. which you have 
obliged me with. I have dipped into it with pleasure, and it makes 
me fond of seeing the othei' book you encourage me to liope for. 

" You have very much obliged me. Sir, in the person of luy 
son. He speaks of you wdth singular honour, satisfaction, and 
thankfulness; and is disposed to contract more obligations to 
you for the benefit of your conversation. I submit him to, nay 

^ Sec (he Liferarv- Anecdotes,** voh II. p. S4t. 

1 beg 
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1 beg for hi 01 yoor jnstriictioo5 and ivatch, as far as you have 
opportunity for it. God be praised! I hear of no imputations on 
him for errors in faith or practice, nor am I jealous of him ; an 
honest fellow [ think Ije is j butj as he is in an improving country, 
I wish he were in a better capacity to improve himself than he 
now is. The Archbishop speaks favourably of me, and Dr. Sayer^^ 
of my sonf; and these are encouraging considerations j but^ alas ! 
such oftentimes faik 

Whitefield has plagued us with a witness, especially his 
friends and followers, who themselves are like to be battered to 
pieces by that battenng-nim they had provided against our Churcli 
here* It would be an endless attempt to describe that scene of 
confusion and dbturbance occasioned by him,—the divisions of 
families, neighbourhoods, and towns; the contrariety of hus¬ 
bands and wives, the undulifulness of children and servants, the 
quarrels among the teachei^, the disorders of the night, tlie in- 
termission of labour and business, the neglect of husbandry, and 
of gathering the harvest* Our presses are for ever teeming with 
books, and our women with bastards, though regenemtion and 
conversion is the whole cry. The Teachers liave many of them 
left their particular cures, and strolled about the country. Some 
have been ordained by them EvangeUzerSj and had their Armour^ 
hearers md Exhortersi and in many Conventicles and places of 
rendezvous there has been checqueml work intleed, several 
preaching, and several exhorting or pmying at the same time ; 
the rest crying or laughing, yelping, spi'awling, fainting j and 
this revel maintainetl In some places many days and nights toge¬ 
ther, without intermission : and then there were the blessed out- 
porings of the Sprit! The New Lights have some overdone them¬ 
selves by ranting and blaspheming, and are quite demoHshed ; 
others have extremely w'eakened their interest j and others are 
terrified from going "the lengths they incline to. On the other 

♦ Gieur^e S.iyer, of Oriel College, Oxfordj M, A» t7l3, B* and D*D, 
i73S* He was presentiitl to the Viearage of Withatn in Essex in ; 
Archdeacon of Durham, 1730; and Dean of Bucking, U4 1, Ht died at 
Brussels, July 29, IT6K 

f Mr, John Cutler (the Doctor's son) was warmly patronised tiy Dr, 
Grey and some other friends of his Father.—In a Letter dated Sept, 2, 
1742, he askt Dr, Grey if it should be in his way to raeiition bis name to 
Mr, Potter* ** i have served," he says, ** his Grace's Pecidifir above five 
years, and 1 hope I have not behaved inyielf so as to forfeit all favour from 
him. Stistfld is a living adjoiniii" to Boekiis^Ci ^ peculiar In his Grace's pft,. 
The incumbent (Peter Waffener, M, A,) li a man in years and iiihritis hut 
1 am afraid it is too good a liTjugr hs'r me to expect," And on the Idth of 
May follow ing he says, I am much obliged to you for your kind mention 
of iny name to Mr. Potter* The preferment 1 mentioiicd was promised 
fiome time beforehatid to a family acquaintance of the Archbishop, How* 
ever, I hope 1 shall not be quite forgot.”—Mr, Wageiier had been presented 
to Slisted In n07 ; rebuilt the parsonage tu 1712; and died in 1743* 
His successor was Samuel Jackson, M, A.—In 175^^ Mr, John C'litler was 
presented to the Vicarage of t’ressiug in Essex by Dr, Sayer, in who^e gift 
it was in rigl>E of his Vicarage of Withani, to wliich Church Creasing was 
originally a Chapel* 

hand, 
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hand, the Old LighU (thus are they distinguished) have been 
many of them forced to trim, and some have lost their congre¬ 
gations j for they will soon raise iip a new Conventicle in any 
new town where they are opposed 5 and 1 do not know but we 
Imve fifty in one place or other, and some of tiiem large and 
much frequented. 

When Mr. Whitefield first arrived here, the whole town w^as 
alarmed. He made his first visit to Church on a Friday, and 
conversed first with many of our Clergy together, and belied 
them, me especially, when he had done. Being not invited into 
our pulpits, the Dissenters wei'e highly pleased, and engrossed 
him; and immediately the bells rung, and all hands w'ent to 
lecture 5 and this show kept on all the while he was here. The 
town was ever alarmed; the streets filled with people, with 
coaches, and chaises ; all for the benefit of that holy man. The 
Conventicles were crowded; but he chose rather our Common, 
vvhere multitudes might see him in all his awful postures; be¬ 
sides that in one crowded Conventicle before he came in six were 
killed in a fright. The fellow treated the most venerable with 
an air of superiority.—But he foi^ ever lashed and anathematized 
the Church of England; and that was enough. 

''After him came one Tennent —a monster! impudent and 
noisy 3 and told them all they were damjid! damn'd! damn'd! 
This charmed them ! and in Uic most dreadful winter that 1 ever 
saw, people wallowed in the snow night and day for the benefit 
of his beastly brayings 3 and many ended their days under these 
fatigues. Both of them carried more money out of these parts 
than the poor could he thankful for. 

" Many moi'e visited ns; but one DavenpoH was a 
—the madder the bettei' 5 —the less reason the more spiritual— 
But, Sir, I stop here, and leave you the trouble to find out a 
little more by what 1 now send you* "^rhe book I have obtained 
for you was a present from my reverend brother Davenport in 
this town. The atithor, Dr. Chauncy, told me that he could 
have ])rinted more flagrant accounts, if his intelligencers would 
Imve allow^cd him* This has turned to the growtli of t lie Church in 
many places; and its reputation universally; and it sulTcrs no other¬ 
wise, than as religion in general does, and that is sadly enough. 

" I am ashametl. Sir, to remember you of your generous pre- 
.sent of all the \ okirnes of Dean Moss's Sermons^ saving the two 
last which 1 am fond of. 

" 1 have heard thatDr.Dickins is dead. I am sorry for the news; 
but hojie to hear the contrary fi'om you in your next letter, which 
you have encouraged me to expect. J\iy service and best wishes 
to your lady, fire-side, and all friends that know any thing of 
me. I mn also soriy to hear that the reverend Dr* Ashton i? 
verj^ much broken by infirmity* You will be veiy happy, Sir, if 
my wishes take place respecting this or anollver woild. Of ihe 
latter ! make no doubt. Include in your prayers, worthy Sir, 
Your very much obliged and affectionate humble servant, 

Timothy Cutleu,'' 

From 
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From the Rev. Ebenezer Miller *. 

“ Rev, SiKj BrainireSt Oct. G, 1743, 

You know by Mr. Whitefield's Journals that he has been 
here. The Clergy of the Church of England were unanimous in 
their resolution not to suffer him to go into their pul pits) 
so that a Dissenting Preacher of considemble notcj in a [jara- 
graph of a letter that was printed,, said, ' that he came to his 
owTif and his ow 7 i received him not; but we (the Dissenters) re¬ 
ceived him as an Angel of God/ l.lie effects of his and his fol- 
low'ers’ preaching in this countj'v are extravagant beyond descrip¬ 
tion, and almost beyond belief. 1 think the party is on the de- 
dine; but VVhiteffeld is soon expected here; and how he may 
revive the dying work, 1 cannot aay. But I believe he will not 
be received with the same respect as formerly by the Dissenters 
themselves; he having l aised such contentions and caused such 
divisions among them, and inchned many of the more w'ise and 
thinking among them to the Church, Youi^, &c. Eb, Milles,"' 

From the Rev. Dr. Henry Dawson- f-. 

Dear SIK, 1748, 

I send Dr. Wanen's t youngest son ^ to Jesus College, in 
hopes of his having a Eustat Scholarship there. Should that 
prospect not succeed to expectation|1, 1 know not what will be¬ 
come of him) and indeed, at best, there is at present a dull 
prospect, but it is all we can think f)f. He brings with him, 
for you, your ‘ Remarks on Sir Isaac Newton,’ which my neigh¬ 
bour Mr. Barnes, the purchaser of the Doctor's books, very 
readily gives you, upon my acquainting him with your desire to 
have it. 1 have not yet had any time to look into the Doctor's 
papers; but I scarce think he had any Sermons designed for the 
press } and if there were, the publick has lately been so much 
solicited for the same family, that I question whether it w'ould 
turn to account to print any: but, if 1 find any ihiug that ap¬ 
pears to be intended for publication, I shall let all his friends 
know it, I hope. Sir, to hear of your good health, which will 
always be a great pleasure to 

Your most obliged and most bumble servant, H. Dawson/* 

From Ambrose Dickins^j Esq. 

Dear Sir, Pf€sto?tj near Northamptont Sept* S6, 1749. 
The lyng experience which I have had of your friendship 
and humanity encourages me to trouble you with this, and 1 

* Of wbmn see bcFare, p. 

t Fellow ijf Jesus College, Cainbridge; LC. B. 1715; LL, D. 1730. 

X The Rev. Dr. Richard Warren, Archdeacon of Suffolk, who will be 
more fully noticed hereafter, 

§ Afterwards the Rev, Dr. John Warren, successively Bishop of St. 
David’s and of Bangor j of whom see ** Literary Anecdotes,” VIU* 430. 

II It did not take place. He was entered at Gonvile and Caius College* 

^ Serjeant Surgeon to King George the Second, He was of Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge; LL. B. 1738. 

Vot. TV, X 


flatter 
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Ratter myself that you will easily pardon the liberty I take, A 
worthy distressed young man, whose fether %vas some years ago 
Minister of Higham Ferrei's, and whose mother is now raving 
mad at Woilasion, applied at the last Ordination for Orders at 
Peterborough, and was refused on account of his age, being 
only in bis 33 d year, thougli his worthy friend Dr, I sham. Rector 
of Lincoln, used his utmost interest, and kid before the Bishop* 
the unhappy condition of the poor young man. Upon this he 
applied to me, then at my brother's in Essex, who immediately 
advised him to come up to Londonf for Ordination, and promised 
to give him a title; but we did more, for vve pro cured him the 
Curacy of Halsied in Esesx, of 40C per annttm, and my brother:|: has 
done his duty some time. What we little expected, the Bishop of 
London has kid down the same rules, and nothing can make him 
go from it. The poor lad is almost distracted; all that his mother 
had for life, which was w^hat maintained both, now hardly keeps 
her, and, except that he has an exliibhion of 301, a year at Lin¬ 
coln College, he has nothing' in the world to maintain him, nor 
can he be in a way of getting a better provision till he has Orders, 
1 hate by this post applied to the Bishop of EIy5, with whom I 
have some interest by liis brother Compton, and who knows the 
case, for a private Ordination ; but if that favour is granted, we 
must procure some sort of title in the Diocese, and to be sure a 
real one would be most acceptable. May I beg the favour of 
your assistance if ihe Bishop will grant our request; it is possible 
you may know of a vacant curacy; if not, can procure him aa 
occasional title; indeed, it will be an act of great charity, 

[ arn, dear Sir, your much obliged, and veiy affectionate 
humble servant, Ambr. Dickins" 

DejVr Sih, IVeiiton^ near Northampton ^ Novj 23, 1749 , 

" The young man, in whose behalf I troubled you some time 
ago, has very fortunately obtained a good cui'acy within a mile 
of Wollaston, vvhich he is to enter upon next St. Thomas. As 
the Bishop of Kly is to ordain him, ] must beg the favour of you 
to lend us your title in Cambridge. His name is Glasbrook; his 
Christian name 1 forget; but we can supply that. We shall 
be obliged ft) you for your assistance pretty quickly, that we 
may lay our matters before his Lordship, lest lie should make 
any objection to our title. 1 was at Ripplington about a fort¬ 
night ago. My good uncle jj is peiiectly well, and enquii’ed 
much after you. 1 am, dear Sii-, your most affectionate and 
obliged humble servant, Ambr. Dicrins ” 

“ Dear Sih, HoUaston, Jai!. 1, 1756. 

" My good uncle died for want of hel|) in due time; but no¬ 
body suspected, so ignorant were they, that a stone was lodged 

• Dr John Thnrn^s, afterwardi RUhop of Salisbury, 
t Dr, Thomas Sherlock, afterwards also Bishop of Salisbury. 

X The Rev, George Dick ins. See p. 307, 

5 The Rev.Sir Thomas Gooch, Baronet, afterwards Biihop of Norwicb. 
II Dr, Francis Dieki ns. Seep. 303. 

in 
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in the passage* All his papers were destroyed^ purauant to his 
will; but 1 can assure you that no letters of Mr- Baker*s were 
among them. His books are sold by order of hb niece. Dr. 
George Dickitis^s daughter, to whom he left all his personal 
estate I but there are at Cambridge a great number of pamphlets, 
which you are welcome to if you please to accept of them. I beg 
my best compliments to your lady and Miss Grey. I sincerely 
wish you and them a happy new year, and many of them 5 and 
am, dear Sir, your obliged humble servant, Ambr. Dickins.” 

Dear Sir, Park Street, March H, 1756. 

I ought to have returned you my thanks for your last favour 
before imw, but really I have been e^ttremely engaged in business 
lately. 1 have diligently attended a Narigation Bill of the River 
Nine, for my own sake, and that of my neighbours on the banks 
of the river, who were all very glad to saddle me with the trouble. 
My good uncle's estate was in land when he died, and so it 
remains, and that gives me a great deal of trouble, and 1 have 
abundance of letters out of Northamptonshire to answer 3 there¬ 
fore I flatter myself that you will pardon my not having acknow¬ 
ledged the receipt of your last fevour before now. 

I am very glad that you received the pamphlets 3 I hope 
they proved to be worth the expence of carrying to .Ampthill. 
The book you mention you are as heartily welcome to as to the 
other part of the Collection, Poor Di% Monson* has had a little 
touch of the palsy, which affected his tongue and one of his hands. 
You was so obliging long ago as to send me the fii^t part of 
^ The History of Earth<[uakes.“ It will give me indnite pleasure 
if you would favour me this Summer with your good company at 
Wollaston. I am to thank you also for a pamphlet, which has 
had, as it well deserved, a careful reading by me and several of my 
friends. Since I troubled you last, I have lost my poor brother 
George Dickinst- He has long been in a very miserable condi¬ 
tion ; he has left a wife and three children. As he enjoyed pretty 
good preferment, you may believe that he is a great loss to his 
&mily on that account, as well as on many others* I am, dear Sir, 
"" Your moat obliged, and affectionate humble servant, 

Ambr. Dickin^s/’ 

Dear Sir, Park Street, Apnl S3, 1757- 

The person recommended by you shall be taken into the 
Hospital as soon as you j^ease 3 and glad I am that application 
is made to you on these occasions, as thereby I have the great 
pleasure of hearing from my beloved friend Dr. Grey, and an 

* Henry Monson, Trinity Hall; LL. B. I7l3| LL. D, 172^* He wai 
elected RegiiisProfe&sor of CivU Law, on the death of Dr. Francis Dickins, 
in 1755 ; and died Feb. 25, 1757. 

Amon^ the Letters to Dr. Z. Grey is the foliowiii|: short biUef; 

Sir, Upon enquiry of Mr. Rediin^ton about the number of cvaitlng 
scholars on our tables, I find there is no ntom fiir the adiQiesioti of any 
one at present; but he tells me Dove will dUcontinue bis residence after 
Christmas, and then Pemno^ton may supply his place. Hen. Monson.** 
t" Of Trinity Hall 3 LL B, 1744. 


oppor^ 
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opportUDitj^ of shewing my readiness ta make the best^ though 
very smalJ^ returns in my power for the many favours I have 
received from him- I cannot say I enjoy a good state of healthy 
nor must I ex|MiCt to be well long together till I can have a 
regular iit of the gout. My dear babes are inoculated, but the 
small-pox is not yet come out: I pray to God for their recovery. 
I was surrounded both in town and country with that distemper, 
and thought it unavoidable! believe me I am at present under 
the greatest concern on their account. My worthy friend Dr. 
Monson has not very long survived his good predecessor my dear 
uncle*, Pauktt St. John has had a great accession of fortune 
and is now very comfortably provided for. He was always cheer¬ 
ful and contented; but, as he loves bis children, he is very happy 
that he can now provide for them so well. If I am alive, and 
illness does not prevent me, I am detei'inined to pay my resiiects 
to you next Summer at Auipthill; a pletisurc that will be which 
I have long vvisbed for. 

The BiiUer of Trinity Hall, wliose name I do not recollect, 
has the custody of all iny imcle's panifjhlets, and please to send 
for them from Trinity Hall; they will, I am sure, be delivered 
to you on demand, i am, dear Sir, your most obliged, and 
affect ioual#; humble servant, Amur, Die kins.'* 


From Francis Dickins]:;, Esq. LL, D. 

'' My good Friend, Oci, I7t 17^9- 

I liave sent your certificate.“To the best of my remembrance 
you kept both your Acts for your Doctor's degree^ as I have cer¬ 
tified. The Opponency is quite out of my liead, and therefore 1 
Bay nothing of it; nor does the Archbishop, as 1 am told, insist 
upon it. I heiU'lily wish you joy of your new living in Cambridge, 
knowing it was what you greatly w isbed for, and because it will 
likely give us more of your ctjmpany. Mr. Halfhyde is certainly 
living, and I do not hear but he is in good health. 

I saw Mr. Warcopp^ in tow'n, w'ho designs to send down hii 
son [| out of hand, to take his degree. The greatest piece of news 
among us is the marriage of Miss Cotton of Cunnington with 
Aschani of St. Ives. It broke the father's heart, for lie is since 
dead. He was such an odd man in his behaviour to his femily, 
that the young lady finds a great many advocates for her conduct. 

1 am yours most heartily, F. Dickiks.'* 

♦ See p.307. 

t Gf lir. Pou lett St. c)t4in, see “ Liierarv Anectloie?,“ vol. I. p. 241. 

X Of Triniiy Hah, Cambridge; B. A. J705 ; ftJ. A. per Literal Region 
1711; LL. 1> and Re»mB Professor of Civil Law, 1714. He contributed 
some notes to Dr. Grey^s Edition of Hudibras; and two of his Letters to 
the pocior are in the Literary Anecdotes,** vol, iX. j>, 743' He died, 
at ids boose in Herefordshire, June 2, 17^15. 

§ ,luhn Whrcojip, of Gatenby» co. York, married Elieabelh, sister 
In Dr. 2. (irey, 

)[ John Warvnpp, oF Trinity HaU, LL. B. 1730. 


From 
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From the Rev. Thomas Doughty*. 

"Dear Sir, Wispington, Dec. 14, 1734. 

" 1 hope my good frkod will excuse my not writing sooner; 
but 1 was 'ivilling to stay to see whetber I could prevail with 
Mr. and Mrs. Glover to give me the paper for you* 1 was 
forced to niake use of that argument at last, that it ivas forryou, 
w'ho had a friend to oblige with it, who was making a Collection 
of papers about tliose times; which, 1 believe, has made Mr, 
Glover unwilling to part with it, for fear it should do harm to the 
good old cause; so that 1 liave now quite given over all hojMis of 
getting it, I was very glad to hear from you of my old friend 
Dr* Warren f, and that you gave him one of my books. Pray 
give nay service to him when you see him again. 

“ 1 am afraid 1 have given you a great deal of trouble about 
my books^. What money you make of them, pray give it away 
as you think fit j and what books you have yet undisposed of, I 
wish you would give them away, that you may have no more 
trouble with them, 1 hope you will continue to send me a kind 
letter sometimes; wjjich will much oblige, dear Sir, 

" Your humble servant, Tno. Doughty." 

" Dr.^r Sir, Jug. 98, 1738. 

“ 1 am almost ashamed to write, Iiaving neglected so long, 
and so little to say for myself J have, indeed, been very busy, 
the last year and this, in building my parson age-house at 
WadUingvvorth, which, together with my caielessncss, hath made 
me a very bad correspondent to all iiiy friends ; but I am most 
of all grieved for my great neglect of you, who are so remarkably 
courteous and kind to every one, and have been more particularly 
so to me; and who, after all, 1 do not (j^ucstion, will be so kind 
as to forgive me, though I cannot easily forgive myself. 

1 thank you for your ' Answer to Neal/ which 1 read with 
a great deal of pleasure, it being very agreeable to my sentiments. 
J received a couple; one I gave to Mr. Stuixlivant before J I’e- 
ceived your letter; and the other, after I had read it, I lent to 
Mr. Carr, and afterwards told him it was his own. Mr. Carr 
and Mr. Sturdivant will subscribe for your second volume, and 

# Of Jesus CuJJego, Cambridfe^ B. A. 169P ; Rector of VVispingion 
00 . Lincoln, 1707 ; and aIso of Wnddin^worth, in tbiit couniy. He pub* 
iinhed The Crown and the Church the Support of one another; set forth 
in Xni Sermons upon the Coronation of his Sacred Majesty King George II. 
and the gracious ^ueen Caroline. Wkh Two Sermons upon the Honour of 
God and the Priesthood* * Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
Sanctuary : 1 anv the Lord.' Levk. xix. 30* London: printed by R. N. and 
sold by L. GilUver at Homer's Head in Fleet-street; T* Astley, at the Rose in 
St. Paul's Church Yard; and R* Willook, at Sir Isaao Newtorfs Head in 
Cornhilh 1723," 8vo. The name of the Author is not in the tifle-pagc, 
but at the foot of the Dedication to Ring George H* In the Preface he 
informs us that the Sermons on the Honour of God and the Priesthood 
were a Visitation Sermon, now enlarged and divided into two* Thb wat, 
probably, his only publication. 

f Dr* John Warrtn, Prebendary of Exeter; of whom hereafter. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Whitehead and I both for the first and second; and yon may 
depend upon it thatj if I can procure you any more subscriptions, 

I wiJI, but my interest and acquaintance is very small, for I go 
little abroad. The aforesaid friends send their humble senice 
to you, J did not receive your ' Answer to Sir Isaac Newton/ 
which we should be glad here to see. I dare not be so bold as 
to beg the favour of a few lines sometimes from you, because 1 
do not deserve it; but, if you please to try me, ! hope you will 
not find me tardy any more. 

“ Your obliged humble servant, Tho. Doughty/' 

"DeahSih, Wispington^ Sept. 16 , 1738 , 

'' 1 have, perhaps, trespassed too much upon your patience 
in not returning the paper sooner; but I was willing to try all 
my friends, to get as many subscriptions as 1 could, wherein 
also 1 was pretty much assisted by Mr. Sturdivant, Mr, Carr, and 
Mr. Bradley; whereby I have succeeded pretty well, and I hope 
to your satisfection, which would be a pleasure to me to serve 
you in so good a cause wherein you are engaged, and who have 
been so good a friend to me, and to every^ one to whom you can 
do a kindness; and therefore it is a duty which affords me great 
delight to be any way in the least serviceable unto you. 

1 am very much your obliged humble servant, T. Doughty/' 

[173S,] 

I received some time ago your ' Answer to Neal,* which has 
given me much pleasure, as it will, I hope, to all your friends; 
and satisfaction to all others that are not prejudiced. There 
were seven volumes of it disposed of, which at 6s. per volume, 
come to two guineas, which I have sent you by an ingenioug 
young minister, Mr, Eushey, Curate of Minting. I had not time to 
write by him, though this may come to you sooner than he tines. 
1 received also the 6th and 7tb volumes of Dr* Moss*s Sermons, 
which 1 have yet by me, because without any order to dispose 
of them; though I have a shrewd guess, oi‘ a good liope, who 
they are for. if you have any other books to send hither at any 
lime among your friends, I hope you will direct them to me, 
who shall take a pleasure to flispose of them according to your 
order, and to return you the money for them. J suppose you 
received mine about these books which are come for me and my 
neighbours, though I have not heard since from you; yet I hope 
that I have not so much forfeited your favour by my great neg¬ 
lect formerly, but that you will be so kind as to write to me 
sometime again, and that perhaps shortly. Our friends here send 
their service to you. Your most obliged, &c. Tho. Doughty," 
“De.\rSjr, Lufiif-dayj 17S9. 

“ I am ashamed to be taxed again, and that deservedly, of 
the same crime, of being so bad a correspondent to so good a 
friend ; but yet, I hope, 1 shall grow better ; but dare not pro¬ 
mise too much, for fear of failing again. T am very glad how¬ 
ever to hear from you, of your welfare, and of your w^ays; that 
you continue in the same road, of doing kind offices, and pro¬ 
moting 
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moting^ good works, wherein you may be sure I will assist you 
as much as I can, particularly in getting subscriptions to Dr. 
Warren's Sermons, i have scarce seen any of niy friends since, 
but Mr. Sturdivant 5 he and 1 design to subscribe. 1 do not ques¬ 
tion but the Sermons are very good ones. I suppose the author 
was a Fellow of Queen's, and Preacher of Trinity Church in Cam¬ 
bridge, whom I have several times heani ])reach, to my great satis¬ 
faction; yet I think the price is set too high upon them, as 6 s. 
stitched. 1 believe if they were delivered bound at that price, there 
would be many more subscribers for them; however, 1 shall 
procure as many as I can at oui' Visitations. 

** We have lost our good old friend \Vr. Whitehead, who was 
buried about six weeks ago. He died of a mortification in one 
foot, which got into his body, and killed him. 1 heartily wish 
ail health and happiness to you and Mi’s, Grey, to whom my 
humble sei-vice, and to my old friend Dr. Warren; and believe 
me, dear Sir, to be yet your sincere fi'iend, and most obliged 
humble servant, Tho, Doughty." 

SiK, [ 1739 ,] 

** I am afi’aid that you have thought me long in answering 
yours j but 1 was farced to stay till the Visitations, where I tried 
all my friends that were likely to subscribe, and hare staid so 
long since-to sjieak to one or two that were not there, and went 
purposely yestcjiiay to wait upon one. Yet, notw'ithstanding tnv 
great desire to serve Dr. Warren, and all the pains that 1 have 
taken about it, I can get him but two or three subscript Ions, viz. 
that of Mr. Sturdivant, Mr. Bradley of Bullingbroolv, Pdr. Ber¬ 
tram of Langton, with my own. We desire to liave tlicm sent us 
bound, and if that cannot be afforded at 10 s. the two volumes, 
we are willing to give more; however, we think that they may 
be bound better and cheaper at London than here. If you please 
you may direct them for me, and 1 will take care to dispose of 
them, and return the money for them. 1 beg your pardon for the 
mistake I made in my last, for it was but 10 s. for the books 
stitched in your first letter 5 so that, how I came to make that 
mistake 1 know not. If you think fit to put out another Answer 
to Mr. Neal, you may depend upon me to get you what subscrip¬ 
tions I can, though I doubt they wall be but few, b'om the trial 
that 1 have made of my friends in tins case; though perhaps some 
of them will be more willing to subscribe to a book of yours than 
to this; however, you may be sure, that 1 will do my best to 
serve you in that, or in any other good office that yon may please 
to put me upon, as I am highly bound to do from the great friend¬ 
ship that you have always shewn me, and from the many good 
offices that you have done me; for all which I shall ever be, 
dear Sir, your obliged humble sen^ant, Tho. Doughty." 
Deae Sie, Jug. S3, 1739- 

1 thank you for the favour of your last, which gave me great 
pleasure to hear again from you. Soon after I urote last, 1 re¬ 
ceived Dr. Warren's books, and have disposed of them, and got 

the 
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the money for them. I desire you would entjuire and let me 
know where I am to pay and also what I am to pay for four 
sets ; for I have forgot whether they were to be 10s. or 10s. Gd. a 
set. 1 received also a note with them from Mr. James Bettenbam, 
charging me with Ss. for binding them, which 1 would pay him if 
1 knew how to send it, but he does not tell me where he lives, 
which I desire you would acquaint me with. 1 shall be very 
thankful for your ^ Review of NeaTs History \ and beg one for 
my friend Mr. Sturdivant, who will be as glad of it as 1, and is 
as deserving of your favours, for he was very helpful to me in 
getting subscriptions to your last volun^e. 1 am sorry for your 
great loss in so good a friend as Mr. Baker j and for the nation's 
loss in so learned and good a man. My best respects from, deal' Sir, 
** Your most obliged humble servant, Tho. Doughty," 
Dear Sir^ Sept. 1743. 

“ Though I believe that you aj^e a letter or two in niy defat) 
yet 1 am so much indebted to you upon many other accounts^ 
that I am glad of this opportunity of writing by my friend, aad 
of the present occasion of writing; v\i, to let you know that 
the Club of Clergy meeting at Horncastle is desii'ous to subscribe 
to yimr " Kudibras.' If you please to send theirs, together with 
Mr. Sturdivant’s and Mr, Carr’s, along with my books, 1 shall 
take care to get the money of them, and send it with mine the 
first opportunity. When tlie book is published, and the hurry 
of it a little over, then, I hope, you tvill be at leisure to write 
oftener to your friends, of which none will be more glad to hear 
from you than, dear ftir, your humble servant, Tho- Doughty.” 


From Thomas Hay, Lord Viscount of DurPLiN"^. 

Rev. Sir, Co^uiaii Street, Ma^ 15, 17 d 9 - 

"You took the trouble of subscribing for me to Mr. Taylor's 
Lysias, and you sent me a written receipt. The receipt 1 have 
mislaid and cannot find, nor do 1 remember how much I paid ; 
I beg therefore that if you can recollect the sum, you ^viU get 
another leceipt from Mr. Taylor, that I may pay the remainder 
of the money, and get the book. I beg pardon for giving you 
so much trouble. If 1 remember right, tlie receipt was sent me 
into Yorkshire, and 1 have lost it in removing*. Dr. Sanderson's, 
which came at the same time, I have, 

1 Ijcg my compliment to the Master and all friends. I am 
glad Mr. Taylorf is going to undertake Demosthenes ■, for it is 
an author worthy the labours of so judicious a critick. 1 am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, DurPLiN.” 

^ Afterwards the celebrated Karl Ivimioul, ami Embassador at several 
Forerpi Courts. He died s. p. Dec. 39, 1787* 
t Afterwards the Rev. Ur.taylor, the learned Greek Scholar, Chan- 
tellar of Lincoln, &;c.j id’whodi see Literary Anecdotes,” voL IV. p. 66S* 

From 
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From Charles Gray^^ Esq* 

Dear Sir, Colchester^ Jan. %9t 1715. 

I wish it was in my power to convince you (in a better man- 
tier than by the small present that now waits upon you) how 
truly sensible 1 am of the honour you did me at Cambridge, This 
little deed, 1 must own, I have long looked upon as a curiosity, 
as well for the pardcularity of its contents, as for its fairness 
and antiquity. 1 have not yet met with any circumstances whereby 
to determine the exact age of it j but by the character, I take it 
to be about the time of Richard the First. The lands might 
probably lie in Essex, eis the deed was found among the writings 
df the Essex estates of the De Veres Earls of Oxford. 'I'he name 
of the principal parly being exactly the same as yours, and the 
arms of the family so fair upon the seal, I imi^ined it to be as 
valuable to you as to any body» and therefore it is now very much 
at your service. The Christian name of .. . .de Villicis, and the 
surname of Williain * . . ♦, the next witness but one to him, I 
am not antiquary enough to make out i but beg the favour of 
you to tell them me, that J may insert them in the copy of the 
deed which is by me, Tiie MSS. now befoi'e you are of a much 
nobler kind, as being of more general use j and it is great pity 
but that, ^vhile they are in so able hands, such of them should 
be methotlized and transcribed as might ser\'e for a Supfilement 
to Rymer's Foedera, and for the lllustmtion ol our English 
History* 

“ The prit^ate histoiy of families relating to their pedigree 
and descent, I think (with you), has also its uses; especially in 
the discovery of inheritances, that might otherwise be lost. The 
vanity attending it is indeed very often ridiculous enough 5 but 
when a man has the good sense not to value himself upon it, 
and the good luck to be ^'alued for it by others^ there is then 
no barm in it that way. 

Kapln has mentioned somewhere, that those of our name 
edme from Giay, a town in ihe Fraiiche Comt^, and had proba¬ 
bly hoiUKirs and lands given him by the Conqueror, or his im¬ 
mediate successors, among other Normans and FrenchEnen, who 
made the possessions of the former inhabitants their prey. It is 
a wonder people should plume iheinsclves on their descent from 
these soldiers of fortune, wliose possessions at home cannot be 
supposed constderabk:, and whose iirtt acquisitions here were 
little better than plunder. 

It is certain, however, that several nolile families of our 
name appeared veiy early, and that they have continued pretty 
prolific, there tieing great numbers of them all over the king¬ 
dom, both in high and low* life. Hitherto J have been negligent 
enough in my enquiries about these matters, and have not ex- 
aniined whether my own descent be from those heroes De Gray 

* JVL P. for Colchester in !74l, and in many subsequent Parliaments, 
See the Literary Anecdutes," vuJ. HI. p. I 60 . 
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in Franeej or any humbler strain* 1 only to know that my great¬ 
grandfather Jived at or near Wellingborough in Northamptoii- 
shire, and bad several sons: the eUlest of them (from whom I am 
descended) married a daughter of Sir E, Payton's brother of T\"ar- 
wicksbire, by which alliance I am now become the nearest re¬ 
lated to that good family. Any thing farther of my W^elling- 
borough friends I have not heard, Iml possibly among your own 
family or some of your namesakes you may have found some 
notices of them 5 and if it should so happen that they should shew 
me a relation of the worthy gentleman to whom I am writing, I 
am sure that would give me a sensible pleasure: but whether that 
be so or not, T shall alw^ays be, with great affection and respect, 
dear Sir, your obedient humble servant, Charles Gray* 
Be so good to present my humble services to Mr, Baker, anti 
the rest of our friends*” 


From George Grey*, Esq. of Smitlnvick. 

** Dear Brother, Nov. ^9, 17^^* 

I received the fa\ our of yours, and return you thanks for 
paying the money so punctually* I would gladly get my whole 
Pedigree from tlie Heralds' Office, and add those that are want¬ 
ing, if I knew what the charge and method would be, there 
being four or five generations wanting* 

As to your law case, I think the best way is to exhibit a Rule 
against the Tenant for not setting forth your tithes, and that 
the Excliequer Is the best Court to proceed in* 1 do not think 
that the Prebendal modus will prevail. The Landlord, being a 
Parliament-in an, may insist on privilege, so do not make him 
a party, 

I wrote you word that I could get Gibson's Codex for three 
guineas j but the binding is extraordinary, and pejfectly fresh, 
and cost 15s* The person will not part with it under Zl 15s, 
Pray is it worth that price j and are there any hopes of reprinting 
it ? for i have the use of a set, and may keep it ten or twelve 
years, if I live so long* 1 have not yet seen any of Mr. Bennet's 
books ^ will send you the second part of ' Presbyterian Preju¬ 
dice,’ &c. My wife and son join with me in service to your¬ 
self, sister, and pretty niece* I am your most affectionate bro¬ 
ther and hu mble servant, G. G r e y *'' 

Dear Brother, March 14, 17'26-7^ 

1 have sent you an account of Mr, Bennet's book* the * Re¬ 
formatio Legum,' printed in the same year with Sparrow's Col- 

^ This g^entleman, a youngeF brother of Dr* Slacbary Grey, was a 
Counsellor at Law ; and had a residence both at Souibwick and Newcastk 
upon Tyne* He married, in 1712, Alice daughter of James Clavering, of 
GreenoroR, Esq* by whom be had two sons, the eldest of whieh (George 
Grey, Esq.) Is noticed in p. 316*—The Cennsellor died May 24,1772, ECt*9L 
his wife, Dec* 26, 1744, let* 63* See in Mr* Surtees’s History of Durham, 
voL 11* p* 19, a Pedigree of the Greys* 


lection. 
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lection, and by the same printer, and bound up in the same 
volume j but whether it is part of Dr* Sparrow's Collection, I 
cannot tell* I sent you by Peeling, last Saturday, the second part 
of Presbyterian Prejudice displayed/ and the old Saxon Serrnon* 
" I have seen a good many of Mr. BenneCs books, and think 
the Colled ion but indifferent, most of them being Sermons and 
divinity books printed tn other times* He has Poofs Synopsis, 
and 2 volumes of Hospinian, and Dr. Carr’s Works in 4 volumes; 
several of the Fathers, but bad editions j and no great Collection 
of History* 

] return you thanks for the trouble you have had in collecting 
tlie memorials of our Family j and, if you meet with any thing 
further, desire an account of it. As to Mr, Atherton, 1 shall be 
very I’eady to promote his sister’s interestj but the Hospital is 
chiefly for Clergymen and Merchants’ widows; and, unless the 
Corporation of Newcastle desire it of us, we that are Trustees 
cannot choose his sister without breaking into the agreement 
we have made with the Corporation of Newcastle^ but, if Mr* 
Atherton or his sister can make interest with the Magistrates to 
recommend her to our choice, we shall very readily Cfjinply with 
it.—1 ha\’e been \'ery ill, confined to my bed, occasioned, 
as I think, by a severe cold, which 1 really thought would 
have ended in a convulsion, but after a night’s torture it ter¬ 
minated in a sweat, and I was advised to encourage it for thi-ee 
days* I dare not yet venture abroad, ncjr have I recovered my 
strength and spirits. 1 am under Dr* Lowther’s direction, who 
keeps me to a milk diet, and 1 liope will in time make my health 
better than formerly* 

Brotlier and Sister Hindennarsh are well. He is at Durham, 
attending the funeral of Dr. Finney 

“ An Account of Mr* Eennet’s ^ Span-ow's Collection** 

The first page has the arms of the Bishops* 

Then is ^ Reformatio Legum Eecksiasticar.’ Stc, printed by 
T* Garthwail, 1661 ; and hath 303 pages. 

« Then is a Collection of Articles, Injunctions, Canons, Order^, 
Ordinances, and Constitutions Ecclesiastical, with other public 
Records of the Church of England, chiefly in the times of King 
Edward VI. Queen Elizabeth, and King James, published to 
vindicate the Church of England, and to promote uniformity and 
peace in the same* And humbly dedicated to the Convocation* 
J^ndon 1 printed by R. Norton, for Tim. Garthwait, at the liU 
tie North door of St* Paul’s Clmreli, 1661* On the next leaf is 
a dedication to Gilbert Lord Bishop of London, without the 
author’s name subscribed ^ and on the next leaf is the table* 

'' If I can buy the book for you I will* 

^'Your most affectionate brother and humble servant, G.Grey. 

♦ Dr* James Finney, Prebendary of Durham, and Rector of Rytan in 
that County, where he rebuilt the parsonage* He died March 10, J7S6-7- 

" Deab 
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** Pea 11 He OTHER, Nm. 3j 1731. 

" You are very kind in takings tire trouble of our two students 
so long in tile country. I am sure we think it the greatest ad- 
vantage to them, and shall always acknowledge it^ and hope Ike 
benefit of the air and exercise will enable them to endure a con¬ 
finement Ibis Winter iu College, 

** Going so early in a morning to Chapel this Winter, lain 
afraid, may endanger their healthy so must beg the favour of your 
Inteiest to get them excused, for it js what 1 cannot consent to^ 
I think it is not %vorth my son wiiile to accept of a scholai^hip, 
since Ins slay in College is veiy uncertain, and will not be long^, 
\ desire you will enquire of niy nephewt what profession he 
intends to follow, if any. If he thinks of the J^aw, he should be 
immediately admitted of one of the Inns of Court. It will be 
but a small expence, though lie should alter his mind.—1 have 
desired Mr. Howly to admit my son of Lincoln's Inn. 

We have a pot of lobsters, which we desire your acceptance 
of, but have waited a good while for a ship, and do not liear of one 
till next week, I wish it liad not suffered by being kept so long, 
Thei’e is also a box with books for my son, &c. all directed to 
you. Among the books ai'e sent the MSS, of uncle Robinson*® 
Poem on the Canticles, 1 am, dear brotberj 

Your obliged bi other and humble servant, G, Gkey/' 
Dear Brother, Dec. 9, 1731. 

Wc have sent the pot of lobsters on board a Linn ship belong¬ 
ing to Richard Hawkins Master, directed for you at Cambridge. 

** If you have met with the days on which the Dean's Sermons 
were preached at Gray's Inn, I would beg an account of them, 
that 1 may compare them with my own memoi'andum; and if 
you could spare me some of his casuistical papers to peruse, I 
would take a great deal of care of them, and safely return them. 

" If you meet with Daubuz on the Revelations pretty cheap, 
I desire you will secure it for me. it js a book greatly com¬ 
mended, so would gladly have one. 

I sent you by ftli-. How of St. John's that book about the 
Articles and Canons which belonged to Mr. Ben net, my neighbour, 
but it belongs to Mr. Rennet's son j and if he calls on me for it, 
you must be so good as to return it me, for I send it without 
bis knowledge, to satisfy your ciuiositv. 

1 am your obliged humble servant," G. Grey/* 

“ Dear Brother, Feh. 6, 1743-4, 

" Since 1 received the ftivour of your last, 1 have been troubled 
with an uneasy pain in my head and giddiness, and pain in my 
breast j and by Dr, Atkin's advice weai* a gum plaister on my 
head, which I suppose to be of the same nature with the Ste- 
phanion plaister prescribed by uncle Robinson in consumptive 
cases. Pray can you tell me the proportions of Stephanion and 

* George Grey, E*q, died in his falher's life-time, before taking: 
degree, March iiS, 1746-7, in hh 34th He was father to the first 

Earl Grey. f Mr, John Warcopp; see p* 308. 

Epispastic 
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EpUpasGc in Ihe first head pkister. I have lost my receipt, but 
think it was one thinl Epispastic, 

" This complaint made writing a burden, or I had acknow¬ 
ledged your favour sooner, I return thanks for Hudibras, but 
almys designed to hare been a subscriber oii the same terms 
with others- 1 think you must insist that the two refusing Book¬ 
sellers ^ also execute the agreement, since they will then oblige 
thei]' purchasers to a performance of it j and as I remember in 
the Covenant, each only contracts for himself and his own acts, 
and not one for another; and it is the safest for you with regard 
to reprinting to lay upon their hands. 1 am, &c. G. Geey;* 
“Dear Buothee, 11, 1743-4- 

1 shall rejtuce to hear that the claim made by the Botiksellers 
was detei'mined j for the apprehension of a suit will make one 
uneasy, though his title be never so good. We are endeavouring 
to procure as many subscribei^s ■ as we can, though 1 am afraid 
there will not be very many, since people in this country arc 
more intent on trade than learning.—I return thanks for the 
instnicUons in husbandry* Our soil at Sou thick is part stiff clay, 
and other part limestones^ but they do not find that lime suc¬ 
ceeds well where the ground has been long in tillage* The fold¬ 
ing your sheep on your wheat land must be, 1 suppose, on the 
fallow previous to the ci'op, and not after corn grown up. Have 
you anv new grasses to be sown with the last crop, or any par¬ 
ticular kind of grain that is not coininonly used here. That 
country is greatly improved since you were here, that you could 
not know it again. I am 

“ Your mrmt obliged brother and humble servant, G, 

Dbar BjioreER, ^ > 1745. 

“ The last post brought me the favour of your kind letter, ami 
concern for the great danger we have been in; but God be 
thanked for our deliverance, by the infatuation of our Enemies. 
If, upon their victory, they had immediately marched for England, 
they might easily have surprized this place, got to York, and I 
cannot tell hoxv much further, without any effectual opposition, 
and returned in safety to Scotland on the approach of the King^s 
forces ; but they have lost that oppf>rtunity, ajid we only fear 

a French intasion* ^ r i.* i 

We arc repairing oiir walls, planting cannon, of which we 
have received from IvnemoiUh IS large ones, and 16 from Sun¬ 
derland, and can make ihein above 100. Our militia, being near 
1000, are daily on duty, and we have 800 soldiers* The *00 
Switz aj’C marching hither from Berwick, and St. Georges dra¬ 
goons are now at Darlington : and we have on our coast eight 
men of war and two frigates, and General Husk, a very expe- 
I'ienced and loyal officer, to conniiand in town. 

The Rebels are in or near Edinburgh, have blocked up the 
Castle, ^vhel’e\ 1 pon the Commander sent to the Magistmtes to 
demand ju'ovision, or else he would lire on the City; but, on 
* Re^pectlitg the fTo|iy-rklit of Hndiljus. 


receiving 


31 8 ILLUSTJIATIONS OF LITERATURE. 

receiving; a deputation fj’om them^ he agreed to respect it for 
six days, tili they heard from the King. This morning we hear 
the Jiebels raised a battery against the Castle on Wednesday last, 
and began to fire from thence, 'whereupon the Castle made a 
return, and killed and wounded about 900 men, which has 
greatly fi ighted them. The Pretenderj for his own safety, has 
removed to the camp. 

We took a spy^ who is servant and confidant to the Duke 
of Perth j he had an original letter from the Pretender to invite 
his friends in Yorkshire, Laneashii-e, to join him, and it is 
whispered that he has discovered the names of such gentlemen 
as he was directed to apply to. The night after his apprehension 
he cut his throat, but is like to recover. We hear from Lan¬ 
cashire that the genllemen are iinanimons for King George, and 
have subscribed 40,000^, to raise foices in defence of the king¬ 
dom, which is an agreeable surprise to us, we fearing their at¬ 
tachment to the Pretender, My sister H in dinars h is at Southic, 
and under gi'cat fears, as are most of our ladies, but hofje the 
prospect of our safety will remove them. Though we seem to 
be ^'ery secure and safe, yet our pi'eservation must come fiom 
Heaven, and it is from him alone that we hope for deliverance. 
We beg your prayers for us, and to make us thankful for this 
great mercy. My service to my sister, and Dr, Moss, 

Your affectionate brother and humble servant, G, Grey,” 

^VDejih Brother, July i9_ _ 

** I think it better for the Parson that it is not the trickster's 
own land that he claims the tithe of, but the memorandum the 
Parson signed which is in the trickster s possession, must differ 
greatly from that you sent me a copy of^ and perhaps may name 
the parish and what else is omitted in this. 

I think the Parson should discharge eacli parishioner from 
either paying tithe to the trickster, or suffering him to take it j 
and if any parishioner hath set out bis tithe, the Parson may lead 
it away, but must not use violence in breaking open gates or 
hedges to come at hfs tithe. 1 suppose the Paraon either sets 
out the tithe {as he does at Burneston), or sees it fairly done, 
and that the counCiyman gives him notice lor that purpose. 
Now, it any of them send to the trickster to tithe his corn, who 
upon that leads it away, I think such parishionerjdesen'es no 
quaiter. I believe the Parson's quickest jemedy is in the Spi¬ 
ritual Court, and there this memorandum will not be i^egarded, 
and a prosecution there is at the least expence. 

If the lithe was fairly set out, and after that l^d away by 
the trickster, no remedy lies against the owner of the ground 
upon the Statute of Edward VI, but an action upon the case, 
or a bill in equity against the trickster ; and if the Parson is ob¬ 
structed in leading it away, an action upon the case lies, I think 
the modus for tithe hay is broke through by paying a greater 
sumj but ^ tithe hay was never taken in kind, it is best to 
exhibit a bill in equity against the trickster, and I think the 
Parson may recover treble damages. M 
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" As to your own affair—since your mother's death, an action 
of waste ttill not lie against lier Execiifor for any damages in 
houses, SfC. j so that, if yon can persuade them to put matters into 
repair, it will be well^ but think it not proper to biing an action* 
I am, dear brother, your most obliged brother and humble 
servant, G. Gret,'* 


From the Rev. Dr. Richard Grey*. 

^^Dear Sir, JtUncoie, near Lutterworth t Mlciiaelmas-day 
It is some time since 1 received a letter from Mr* Kynnesman, 
in which he told me that you had made some observations upon 
Mr. NeaVs second ]iart of his * History of the Puritans/ and 
which, upon his telling you of a design 1 had in band to which 
they might be of service, you were so good as to profess youi'self 
very rearly to communicate to me* 1 think myself exceedingly 
oliliged Lo you for so great a favour, and did intemb if 1 had not 
been prevented, to hare waited on you, along with Mr, Crewe, 
at Houghton Conquest* We are now under some oncertaiuty 
vvJiether we should find you there, thinking that the time drav^s 
near for your return to Cambridge, I therefore take the freed on i 
to give you this trouble by letter, and to acquaint you that Mr. 
Kynnesman was a little misinformed as to my having undertaken 
to answer the second part of Neal's History. The same hand, 1 
believe, is engaged in it that answered the fii'st ^ but that wliicli 
I have some thoughts of, is the misemble and distracted state 
of Religion in England upon the do’ivnfall of Monarchy and 
Episcopacy. Something of this kind, it is apprehended, would 
be of service to discourage thinking men, and all who have any 
regard for Religion, from playing the same game over again. If 
you can furnish me with any materials for this subject, direct 
me to any books where I may be supplied with them, J shall be 
very much obliged to you. If the weather and ways will permit, 
and you continue any time in Bedfordshire, 1 have still some 
thoughts of waiting upon you. The design I am upon, I find, 
has taken more air than I could have wished. You will please 
to take no notice of it, at present, as from me. I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, R. Grey*" 

‘‘Dear Sir, Kilneotej Jan~29j lT3i'5. 

" You have reason to w^onder that I have not all this while 
taken notice fif the two last letters which you favoured me withj 
but ] persuade myself )'ou will not impute my silence to any 
want either of resjiect or readiness to serve you, when I have 
told you the true reason of it, I had engaged my acquaintance 
in the neighbourhood for you, and did indeed mtenc! myself to 
have waited upon you at Stamford, if the election had been fixed 
t here, and it did nut interfei^e with our own election for Peter¬ 
borough Diocese, 1 believe Mr* Crewe would have come with 

^ Atidior of the iVtemom Techniea/' and other learned vTorks; of 
iihoin stv ihi: f.itrrary Aui'cdoiej/* vol. Vli. p. 16% 
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me, and brought such jiroKies as we could have procured 5 but 
before I received your last, which fixed the day and place, I was 
obliged to be at Finedon with Sir John Dolben, and did not see 
your letter till my return home again 5 where 1 found by it that 
the electhsn was appointed at Lincoln upon the very same day that 
Sir John and 1 were chosen at Northampton j so that, as it hap¬ 
pened, it would hiwe been out of my power to have shewn you 
that respect 1 intended, even if your letter had come lime 
enough to my hands. Since that, 1 have deferred w riting from 
post to post, in hopes of finding in some of the public papers 
the new's of your election, that 1 might pay my compliments to 
you upon that occasion with more assurance j but, in truth, I 
have not yet been able to learn from any one how it went or 
whether you met with any opposition. I have good reason to 
think you met with none, being assui^ed there would be none 
by a gentleman I met with at Finedon, who I thought was able 
to give me good information; and not finding, since 1 came 
home, that any of the Clergy hereabouts sent in any proxies, 
1 believe therefore I may venture to wish you joy, which 1 do 
most heartily, and shall be very glad to hear some parliculars 
of your election, whether you were opposed, and how the Bishop 
behaved. Mr^Crewe sends his services to you and your lady, which 
beg leave to join in. I shall be glad of every occasion of shew¬ 
ing myself, with the most sincere resjject, deai‘ Sir, 

Your affectionate and most obedient servant, H. Grey." 

Dbar Sir, 3faTch 13, 1735-0, 

" I have the favour of yoiu’s, and am very glad to hear you 
have an Answer to Neal’s second volume in the press; and am 
much obliged to you for your kind promise of it when finished. 
Your Answer to Barbeyrac will be very acceptable both toMr. Crewe 
and myself; and if you please to send it tO ftlr. Stagg, boakseller 
in Westminster Hall, he will take care to convey it to us here; 
W'hom also I have ordered to send to you a cojiy of my ^ System 
of Ecclesiastical l.aw,' of \vhich he has printed off, and will 
shortly publish, a third Edition. I beg your acceptance of it 
ns a testimony of my sincere respects, which I shall be glad of 
all opportunities to shew. I have thoughts of leaving Leicester¬ 
shire this Summer, and residing again upon my Living in Nor- 
tharaptonjrhire, so that 1 cannot tell whether we shall be able to 
wait upon you at Houghton Conquest. If we can, Mr. Crewe 
and 1 both propose it. J suppose you would be in town at 
the meeting of the Convocation; and w^ould have been there 
myseif^ but that I thought there would be little more in it than 
matter of form. I never could learn the reason of Dr. Water- 
land’s declining the honour they did him ; but doubt nut he had 
a vei*y good one. 

I mentioned to Mr. Crewe what you desired about sobscrip?* 
tions fw'Mr. rwells. 1 believe he will do what he can ; hut 
things of that nature meet with very little encouiugement in these 
parts; iKH' is it indeed to be expected where Livings are small anef 

families 
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families large, as is pretty mtich the case hereabouts. The little 
matter 1 was about has been long finished j but I believe is re¬ 
served till the Dissentrenewing their attempt for the I'epeal 
of the Test Act shall make it more necessary. 1 hoj>e there will 
be no occasion for it at all j and ^vo□ld much rather it were 
committed to the flames than to the press, but that I niust be 
determined by those whose jodgraent in this case 1 think my 
duty to submit to, I ara, dear Sir, 

" Your very affectionate and most humble servant, R. Ghby. 

“ Dear Sir, Hinton^ near Brackley, Jan. 96, 1740-1, 

“ 1 wrote to you some tioje supposing that you had been 
at Cambridge, where it is possible you would have been ’v-ery 
serviceable to me, if you had thought proper to interest yourself 
in favour of the inclosed. The soliciting subscriptions is, 1 know, 
a very disagreeable task, but I am therefore the more ohliged to 
such of my friends as ai'e so kind to undertake it for me ; and 
indeed 1 perceive such a general backwaitlness to things of this 
kind, that, without partwular applicalionSf I am afraid I shall 
not meet with Chat encouragement 1 hoped for, though I have 
had the pleasure to And my design approved of and recommended 
in a very particular manner by many of my superiors he 
Master of St. Johifs College^ (who was so good as to eubscribe 
for seven books himself) told me, when I first wrote to him a 
great while ago, tliat he had conferred with Dr, Waterlandt about 
it (I cannot mention his name without condoling yours and the 
public loss), who much appi'oved of it, and said he w^ould re* 
commend it to his College and acc^uaintance, I have no person 
that I am known to there but Mr. ThicknesseJ of King's College, 
who, I believe, wbuld be very ready to do what he could j but, 
ha^'ing given him a great deal of trouble already, I know not 
how to press him further, or put him upon being troublesome 
or importunate with his friends, in an affkir to which they seem 
not readily inclined. You see 1 write to you, Sir, with a great 
deal of freedom, which 1 ara encouraged to take from your known 
good-natui‘e, Rnd the acceptable professions you have made me 
of your friendship andVegafd. If you can be of any assistance 
to me in this undertaking (which having begun, I 
through with), and it be not disagreeable to you, I ^nould be 
much obliged to you for promoting it among your neighbours 
and acquaintance. I am sensible of the objections that are justly 
made to subscriptions; but then, I hope, it will be considered 
that an undertaking of this kind, where the expence of pnntiog 
is extraordinary, and tlie readers comparatively but few, is not 
well to be carried on in any other way, and therefore should be 
the more readily encouraged by those who have at heart the ad^ 
vancement of Learoing, and of the study of the Holy Scrjptures§. 


* Dr. J&hn Newcotne, Dean of Rochester. 

+ Dr. Waterland (of whom hereafter) died Dec. 33, 

I Mr. Ralph Thickuesse; ace Literary Anecdotes, 
I Hrs Liber Jobi" appeared in 1749* 

Vor.. IV, V 
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I have 150 reason to complain, as you will see by the names of 
some wiio have subscribed in a very handsome manner ^ but I 
cannot say but what I should be concerned to find the Univei-st™ 
ties, for whose service it was immediately intended, more back- 
w^ard than others in receiving it* 

If you will be good as to favour me with a line or two as 
soon as you can conveniently, it will be a very great pleasure to, 
dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant, R, Gbey/' 


Dr. Zachary Grey* to Dr. Ducarel. 

Worthy Sir, Cambridge^ Feh. 14, 1742-3. 

** 1 am much obliged to you for your kind enquiry concerniog 
Mr- LydaVs Hudibras and Gresham carts, which i believe the 
worthy Professor of Rhetorick f (If any one) could make out, 

1 hope our worthy friend Dr. Warren will find benefit from 
his London Physicians and Surgeons* I wish I could be any ways 
serviceable to you here, 1 beg my compliments to Mr. West 
when you see him. lam, worthy Sir, 

Your obliged and most obedient humble servant, Zach.Grey." 

^ To the pankulars of thin learned Divine already given in the “ Lite¬ 
rary Anecdotes,*' voL IL pp, 532—549, Mr, Suriees (hi bis excellent History 
of Durbain) enables me to add two epitaphs at Houghton Conquest 
On a neat marble tablet in the Church! 

Sacred to the memory of Zachary Grey, LL D, 
late Rector of this Parish j 
who, with zeal undissembled served his God, 
with love and affection endeared himself to bis family, 
with sincerity unaffected promoted the interests of bis friends, 
and with real charity and extensive humanity behaved towards all tnauklad. 

He died Nov* 25, wdcclxvl aged 7B*" 

On a marble tablet near the former; 

Near this place is interred Susanna Grey, 

Relict of the late Rev* Zachary Grey 5 
she died Feb* 13, 1771, aged 82 j 
whose social virtues rendered her dear to all." 

The following is taken from the Register of Houghton Conquest: 

** Zachaiy Grey, LL.D* horn at Burnisfon, in the North Riding of York¬ 
shire, May 6, Ar D.I688; educated at Trinity Hall,Canihridge j rector of this 
parish April 4, 1735 ; died on Tue.tday, Nov, 25, between eight and ume 
in the morning j and was buried in the South-East corner of the chancel, 
Nov* 30, 1766 , act* 79* * Cujus si pietatetn erga Deum sinceram, cujus 
si benevolentiam erga hominern amplissimam respexeris, quempiam vix 
parem, meboretn netninem inveoiesV^ 

Dr. Grey does not occur as officiating minister during any period of hie 
incumbency* Several letters from his various Correspondents are addressed 
to him, ‘ at bis house at Houghton Conquest, near Ampthill;* and many 
others, * at his house in Bridge Street, near the New Tburch, Cambridge.' 

In ihe ** Literary Anecdotes,** vol. IX, p* S9B, there is a letter of Thumas 
Baker's [Oct, 1723), in which be congratulates Mr* Grey on the arrival 
of himself, his wife, and his child, Hemingb^ [co* Line.] See several 
other letters from the Antiquary Baker to Mr. Grey, ib. vol, IX, pp* S69— 
603 s and see voLVIll. p 106, and voLDC* p. 810. 
t Dr, John Ward. 
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From the Hon, and Rev. John Hay*, 

M'elhecks Nov.S^ 174 ^- 

“You should sooner have heard from me relating' to the success 
which I have had for Dr; Hlcbard Grey, had I not been obliged to 
stay till 1 could hear the names to some of the subscriptions which a 
gentleman disposed of in Cornwall. I am to account for 12 copies. 

I am mm with Lady Oxford in Nottinghamshire. The 
Duke and Dutchess of Portland and their family are here. The 
Duke has had a severe fit of the gout, hut is now recoveied, and 
all are well. 1 hope you enjoy a good state of health; nunc, 
thank God, continues to improve. I am, Sir, &c, J. Hay." 


From the Rev. Dr. John HiLDROP'f', 

Dear Sir, Londmt July 30, 1734. 

“ 1 am just come to town with my family, in order to remove 
into Yorkshire, after about ten days’ stay, if (here be any thing 
coming to me from Maulden, be pleased tn return it by bill, 
either to Mr. Hoare banker in Fleet-street, or Mr. Innys book¬ 
seller in St, Paurs Cburcii Yard. 

As your sister is my neighbour in Yorkshire, I flatter my¬ 
self I shall have the pleasure of seeing you there, and acknow¬ 
ledging the many obfigations you have laid upon me. I am, dear 
Sir, your affectionate friend and humble servant, J- Hildrop." 

“ Dear Sir, M’athj Sept^ 22, 1734. 

“ ] roost heartily thank you for the friendsliip you still con¬ 
tinue to shew me in settling roy afiairs at Maulden. 

We had a terrible journey, by the violent rains and floods, 
which almost made the roads impassable. We are now pretty 
well settled j but T must confess to you 1 can hardly reconcile 
myself to this side of the globe, far from all correspondence with 
the learned world, in which 1 have always had some interest and 
acquaintance. I find no Dr. Grey in this neighbourhood. I am 
told the Clergy here are very sociable, Rc .; hut have seen only 
one, by way of visit, since I came hither. He made a short visit, 
which I thought a very long one. My rituatian in the main is 
what I am well pleased with, and very thankful, and 1 hope to 
find the circumstances agreeable j but so great a change natu¬ 
rally disconcerts and unsettles a man j I am sure it does me, and 

* The Hcjil and Rev. John Hay, third sun of George Earl of Kinnouh 
and brother to Thomas Viscount of Dupplin (see p- 313J, He was admit fed 
at Westminster School, 1731; elected to Christ Church, 1737; hC A. 1744 ; 
presented by King George II. to the Reetory of Epswonh, iti Lincolnshire j 
and died JimeSQ, LT5t. 

t Of St. College, Oitfurd; B. A. 1701 j M. A. 1705. He was 

for some years resident at Marlboroufjh; and in 1733 ivas presented fo 
the Rectory of Maulden in Birdfordshire, which he rps’g.ned In 1734, oti 
obtarning that of W&ih in Yorkshire. In 1743 he look the degree of B. 
andD.D. oft being presented to the Deanery of Rtppon; and died May 
18, 175G. 
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will do till I can subside and know whereabouts I am. 1 met 
your nephew Mr. Warcopp at Rlppon a few days ago, who was 
very well. Dear Sir, let me still enjoy your friendship, for which 
1 have the highest value, and shall always subscribe myself, with 
great sincerity, 

** Your obliged and affectionate humble servant. J. Hildrop." 
“ Dear Sir, Waih^ 1740. 

** I received your obliging letter, and wrote by the next post 
to my bookseller to send you the pamphlet by Mr. Warcopp, which 
I hope by this time you have received. The bookseller depended 
ao much upon the success be met with in the sale of my fiist 
Letter, &c. upon the Commandments, that he printed a very 
great number of this, which I fear he has hardly disposed of, I 
have lately been drawn in {but this inter nosj to write some 
Essays for ' The Weekly Miscellany/ Those of July 19 and Aug. 9, 
1 am informed, have been well received by the town. If I Radi 
can be useful to the design, I have other things at their service; 
but I beg this may be a secret, 

I fi’equently wish myself nearer to good Dr. Grey, that I 
might receive your advice and correction in many schemes that 
run through my brain; and for want of the advice and assistance 
of some one ingenious Christian friend to whom I might open 
myself without reserve, 1 want courage to execute them; but 1 
have still a faint hope that I shall not die in this wilderness, but 
be placed where I may be able to do more good than 1 can ever 
expect to do here. When you have yourself an hour to spare, it 
will be an act of charity to write me a line, I am, dear Sir, 

** Your feiihful and obliged servant, j, Hiidrof,'' 


From the Rev. Dr. James Husbands*. 

» Dear Sir, Uorksley, Nov. 24, 1735. 

" I return you thanks for your letter of the 13th instant, which 
was the more acceptable, as it gave me the pleasure of hearing well 
of those friends whose conversation 1 have an esteem for, and at the 
same time the satisfaction of thinking that they have not entirely 
forgot me. 1 know no friend whom f should more readily oblige 
in that or any other affair than yourself: but I had received a 
letter some time before from Mr, Simpson, in answer to which I 
had told him, that 1 referred that matter wholly to him and Mr, 
Burrough, who are both my particular friends; so that, if the 
vacancy is not yet filled up, the person whom you recommend 
may still succeed, if you can persuade tjjose two gentlemen m 
be for her. Pray be so good as to make my service acceptable 
to all friends, particularly to the Professorf and Dr, Monsotn 
** I am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, J, tf us rands,*' 

• Of Cains College, Cambridge; LL. B, l?15; LL. D. 172^, 
f Dr. Francis Pickins ; fiee before, p, 308* 
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From Henry Duke of Kent*. 

Sir, Wrest Hottss, Oct* 1> 17^4* 

I am obliged to you far the favour of your letter, which t 
received last post, and shall in the main agree to give Mr Hinds 
his demands, upon some small variations as to the time of pay* 
ment, which I cannot do with any convemence til! Christmas, 
when I am to have that sum paid me for t!ie estate I sold near 
the Bath* I am forced to allow a longer lime for payment than 
1 ask of Mr, Hind; and yet 1 do not desire of them the Michael¬ 
mas rents, wliich 1 think is very unusual and unreasonable for 
me to allow Mr. Hind; but I would not break off for so small 
and trivial a matter, though I know I give more than the estate 
is worth, and more by 500i* than any body else ivlll give. 

1 beg leave also to say one tiling as to the value of Whitehall 
My steward rented it, and can assure you it is a hard bargain at 
10 ^* a year; but it was for a convenience, not the profit, that made 
him do it; and, w^as it not for the licence of selling ale, could 
not hold that rent; which was.such a nuisance to me, that I 
could at any time have had h revoked, but was fearful to dis¬ 
oblige Mr* Hind, and do any thing he might take ill. 

1 beg you would continue your good offices, and represent 
these matters to Mr. Hind; and then draw a short article of it 
for him to sign, till the writings can be perfected at Christmas, 
which will oblige. Sir, your most faithful humble sen'ant, Kent*'' 


From the Rev. Dr. Samuel Knight 'f". 

To Dr* Edmund Gibson, Bishop of Lincoln, 

" My Lord, Blyf Jan. ^6, 1719-20* 

** Since I have been here upon my residence, 1 have taken 
some pains in looking over and transcribing several of our an* 
cient charters and writings belonging to this Church. I find 
more than I expected or (as 1 think) have been taken notice of, 
which almost tempts me to set about the History and Antiquities 
of this Church, either in that way which Mr. Gunton wrote his 
of Peterborough in, or else JnnaLes Eeclesii^ Eiy enstSj ex auiagraphiM 
<tUisqtta MSS. contextU I have ventured to trouble your 

Lordship upon this affair for your advice and assistance, if your 
Lordship has any materials which may be of any use to me* My 
friend Dr, Tanner is abundantly more fit for such an undertaking 
than myself; but his hands are so ful! of other vvork, that it must 
be for ever despaired of from him, I did hint to him, in one of 
my last letters, what your Lordship said to me when in town last, 

^ Henry Grey, son of Anthony Earl of Kent, succeeded to bis father's 
title in 1T02 ; ^asereaLted Marquis of Kent, Earl of Hfirold, and Viscount 
Goodrich Castle, I 706 ; Duke of Kent in 3710; and Marquk Grey in 
1740, with remainder to bis gjrand-dau^hter Jemima CatnpbeU, wife of 
the Hon* Philip Vorke, afterwards flr^t Earl of Hardwieke. His Grae« 
died Junes, 1740* 

f See the "Literary Anecdotes/' vol- V. p. 354* 
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ancient state of this Church, I gave the list of Convocation a! 
pieces to the Chancellor of Peterborough^; he thanks you for it, 
and wi11 borrow soine of them when he tixes t o wriling. Nothing 
was done to any purpose at our last meeting in Convocation, 
There were some good speeches on both sides ; but the reading 
of the paper delivered to the House by Hr. Reynedds was put off 
Till the l£Ith instant. I hope to be there at the time i if nothing 
is done then, 1 think 1 shall never again put myself to any trouble 
of the same kind. I am sorry I could not be at the Feast of the 
Sons of the Clergy last Thursday 5 but more sony that the Col¬ 
lection was so small The Collection for the Society for Pro¬ 
pagation of the Gospel, &c. goes on very successfully: it is be¬ 
lieved it will amount in the wliole, through England, to 60001 
The Bishop of St, Asaph's^ Sermon on the Feast-day is in the 
press 5 if out before I leave the town, I shall have one for you as 
a present from the Bishop 3 he is the first Bishop that ever 
preached on that occasion. 

Hr, Wilkins is ready to put tt^ the press Bishop Tanner's 
^ Boston de Viris IliusEribiis Anglim J j* he brings it down to 
King James the First. The Litemry Society have engaged in the 
printing of his " Notitia Monastica in two volmties, folio. 

'' I hope the Senior Proctor, Mr, William Bealy I), sent the 
Archdeacon^ of Lincoln's ^ Letter to the Prolocutory be pleased 
to send it to niy son with the enclosed. J am, &c, S, Kmght/* 
“ SiK, FeL 25, 1742-3. 

'' Having an opportunity of a frank cover from the Bishop of 
St. Asaph, 1 had a mind to give yon a line of the present situa¬ 
tion of affairs, I never knew such a general harmony and coa¬ 
lition of parties in my time as at present, I had the honour 
yesterday to preach before his Majesty, the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family, at St. James's Chapel, 
the first time. There was a numerous Court. Mr. Pulteney (who 
has had the greatest share in this happy union) was there i the 
Duke of Argyle, Mr. Sandys, Lord Carteret, were all with Lord 
Wilmington. Very steady measures are resolved upon in relation 
to the yueeii of Hungary, The Duke of Argyle sets out on 
Thursday for Holland, to bring lire Hutch to reason, and to 
engage them to break oiF their attachment to France, We have 
fresh and good news from Bavaria—that the Queen has great 

• Charles Reynold* (a younger son of Bp, Reynolds), of Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge, B, A. 1723 ; afterwards of Jesus College ■ M. A. 1737 j and 
ifi tbc samo year Probemiary of Lincoln, and Recior of Fillingbam in tUat 
Conntj'. ill 1740 he took the degree of H. H, and was aferwards Chan¬ 
cellor of the Church of Peterborough, -f Dr, Isaac Maddoic, 

:J; He means ** Bibliotheca Britanniccj^Hibefiuoa," printed by the Lite¬ 
rary Society, 1748; of which Catalogue of Writers, by John Boston, a 
monk of St, Edmund's Burj', makes part of the Preface, 

5 It was printed by that Society in one volume, 1744, folio. Sec the 
f Literarj'AdecdotesJ* vol, IV, p. 161, 

II Of Magdalen Hall; B. A, 1730; M, A, 1737- 
^ Dr. George Reynolds,—See hereafter^ p, 34.3, 
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success against the new Emperor, and has regained her loss in 
Bohemia. I saw the now Earl of Orford introduced into the 
House of Lords; he looks much dejected. Poor Dr. Twells died 
on Friday, and left a large family very destitute^'. That day 
Dr. Slebbing gave the Society for Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts a good Sermon. Dean Pearce’s Clermn is wrote 
against vary sharply. The Bishop of St. Davkl’sf goes to E.^ceter j 
Dr, Hutton j succeeds Mm, J am^ in ha'=te. Sir, 

^'Your very humble servant, Samuel KnighT." 


From the Rev. Egerton Leigh 

“ Dear Sir, Aston Park^ Sept. 15, 17^9. 

“ The hearer is my very good fi'iend Mi', Lancaster ||, who has 
made ready for the press' An Abridgment of Daubuz’s^ Comment 
upon the Revelation,* As 1 have great reason to believe you a sin¬ 
cere friend to Religion and learning, I do not in the least doubt but 
you will be very ready to give all the encouragement you jiossibly 
can to one who has taken such pains to promote both. After 
having said this, I need not add that, by assisting my friend, you 
will very much oblige your humble servant, Egertoit Leigh,” 
Rev, Sir, " Herefordt March 17, 1743-4, 

I had a dozen receipts from you, which are disposed of. 
The money I will pay in the manner you shall direct. If it is con¬ 
venient to you to send the books to me, 1 will take care to dis¬ 
perse them, and to receive and return the remainder of the 
money. I myself subscribed to Mr. Professor Dickins, but de¬ 
sire to have my copy sent hither with the rest. 1 heartily wish 
you may receive a handsome recompence for the pains you have 
Taken to entertain the world so agreeably; and am, with thanks 
for your civilities, and service to niy very good friends at Cam¬ 
bridge, Sir, your most humble servant, Egerton Leigh,” 


From the Rev. J. Levis. 

Dear Sir, Birhuryt Dec, 22, 1/42. 

The best information I can give you touching your queries 
is as follows: 1, As to the Prices For a Chaplainship in the Guards, 
I am told they will ask SOOi, or more; the net produce of which 

* See the Literary Anecdotes,” vol. I, p, 471. f Dr, Nich, Clagg^ett. 
X Dr, Edward Willes succeeded to St* Davids. Dr. ^fathew HtitCoti 
obtained Bangor (afterwards successively Abp- of York and Canterbury,) 

§ Of St. Johirs College, Cambridge ; LL, B* (Com, Reg.) LL, JD, 
1743; Archdeacon of Salop, 1741; and afterwards ArchdeacDU of Here¬ 
ford ; Rector also of Upton upon Severn* He died at Bath, Feb, ,5, 1760* 

II Peter Lancaster, of Christ Church, Oxford, M. A* 1724; Vicar of 
Bowden, Cheshire. The work above recommended appeared in 1730, 
under the title of A Perpetual Coininentaiy on the Revelations of St. 
John, newly modelled,abridged, and rendered plain to the meanest capacity.” 
f The Rev, Charles Daubuz, Vicar of Brotherston in Cheshir*. 
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h 105i. per annum. For one in a Marching Regiment^ 1 believe 
something less will be demanded, althongli the pay is betterj viz. 
113L per anmtrn. For one in the Garrisons at Gihi aUar or Minorca 
about 550 or 600^ When I bought, 1 gave but 500^, but urn told 
that they mm sell for more. 

3 . As to Attendance:—In the Guards none is necessary : 
only each Chaplain yiays SL per annum for othciating in his 
courses at the Chapel there, which reduces the pay, as I said, from 
113 to 105^. I presume also that little or no attendance is re¬ 
quired in a Marching Rcgimenc, if a man he well with his Colonel. 
Soldiers are generally very reasonable upon that head. If he 
purchase of the Colonel, it will be provided for in the Agreement. 
W^hen the Colonel has a mind to oblige a Clergyman who lives 
upon the spot where any i>art of his Regiment quarters, he will 
sometimes order the Chaplain lo make him an allowance for offi¬ 
ciating in his room. I suppose it does not often happen, and 
may be pi'ovided for as in the last. In the Garrisons abroad, 
attendance is always dispensed with : but allowaace is made to a 
Deputy (who is the only Chaplain resident) j at GibraltaJ' 40L at 
Minorca 50^. per aTmum ; which reduces Che former to 73/. the 
latter to 63C per annum. 

3. It is best to buy in an old Regiment j but, if it should 
be broke, the Chaplain, as all other Officers, is entitled to half 
pay without any deductions, vi 2 . Zs. 44. per diem^ which is near as 
good as full pay at Minorca. If he leaves a widow, whether he 
were on full or half pay, she will have 16/. per annum for her life. 

"4. If the Regiment should be ordered abroad for action, 1 
cannot so well resolve you whether be will be obliged to attend, 
or pi*ocure one. 1 believe it lies in the breast of the Colonel. Mr. 
Baily of Suitfield is Chaplain to Lord Hertford’s Blues, now in 
Flanders I but did not go with them. 

There are people in town called ^ Commission Brokers,’ who 
make it their business to solicit these things, from whom you will 
have a better account than I can give you. Their usual premium 
is ten guineas for carrying it through the offices, and ti'ansactlng 
the wljole affair. If you buy of a Chaplain who is disposed to quit, 
the Colonel will expect a present, which is never less than 50 
guineas, so that regard must be had to that in the pi'ice. I f I can 
be of any farther use, command me freely. I am, &e. J. Levis.’’ 


From the Rev. Dr. Matthias Mawson*. 

" Rev. Sir, Jnn. 16, 1734. 

'' The Master of Emanuelf has been so kind as to inform me 
that you have Pistorius's U^orks. If you would please to favour 
me with that volume which has Rhegino’s Chronicle, which I 
think is the first, 1 should return it safe, and be very much 
obliged to you. I am, Sir, your humble servant, Matt.Mawson." 

• Succe^aiv^ly Bishop of Landaff, Chiehester, and Ely ; of whom see 
the “Literary Anecdotti,” voL VIL pp. S58, 636. f Dr. W, Savage. 

“ Sir# 
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'' Sm, Bloomsbury SquatCi Thursday night 

Mn C'larke is apprized o? the occasion of your coniing to 
towjij and desires the favour of your company to dine with 
him to-morrow at 3 o'clockj where the Bishop of Bang^^^r [Her¬ 
ring], and I, and some of his friends of Ben'et, shall meet you* 
1 should be glad if some or other of the gentlemen with you 
would call upon me here to-morrow between 10 and 11 o'clock. 
With my service to your fellow-travellers^ 1 am. Sir, 

'' your hum ble servant , IVl A tt . C i ce s t r en s t s /' 


From Charles Lord Maynard*. 

“ Rev Sir, Grosvenor Square, Feb. 36, 1746-7- 

“ 1 was favoured with yours j and though I cannot gratify your 
nephew Mr. Cole in so ample a mannei' as I could wish, yet 
I shall do it to the utmost of my power, which will in some mea¬ 
sure depend on Che lengtli of the Trialf j for, as we have only six 
tickets aNow'ed us, and many relations and friends to oblige, they 
must go out for a day or more at a time, and be punctually re¬ 
turned in the evening; which J am sensible will not answer the 
purpose of a Lawyer, who attends for his improvement, and yet 
see no possible way to remedy it* 

'' I was favoured with your Sermon by Mr. Allot, for which 
you have {though late) my hearty thanks* It gave me, as others 
of yours hare done before, much pleasure and entertainment. 

It would ill become me to repine at the good fortune of 
my Friends. T shall therefore please myself with the thoughts 
that Barrow is so situated as to be in a day's journey of Easton 
or Hoxne; instead, therefore, of taking a dinner only, 1 hope 
yo^i will sometimes order your affairs so as to spend some days 
with me at one or other place, which will greatly oblige, Sir, 
Your most faithful servant, Maynard/* 


From the Rev. William Oates ;{:. 

Rev* Sir, Betrmngworlh, Jan. 36, 1743-4* 

My son informs me in how extraordinary a manner you 
have been pleased to lay an obligation on him and us, by favour¬ 
ing him with your interest, and procuiing his admission to a 
Scholarship in Trinity Hall* This great kindness demands a 
speedy acknowledgment, and most grateful thanks* 

Mr.CurtoisI is already provided of two Livings in this neigh¬ 
bourhood, which he cannot safely hold without a dispensation, for 
which reason I thought it best for him to take his degree m Law. 
I have some friends in Trinity College which might have been of 
service to him had he been admitted there: but there is a veiy large 

+ Charles sixth Lord Maynard* He was created a Viscount in JT66, 
and died s. p. Jan. 30, 1753* See Literary Anecdotes,” vol* JX» p. 43T. 
or the Rebel Lords- 

* Of Trinity College, Cambridge; B* A* 1720; ReeioroF Benningwortb 
in Lincolnshire, 1724—1760- 

§ The Rev* John Curtois, of Trinity Hall, Catnhrid|'e, LLH* 1744* 

suoi 
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sum paid by those who take the Law degree in that College. It 
was therefore thought best to make choice of'Trinity Hall; and, 
as you have been so good as to recommend him to th^ Society, I 
hope it may be of advantage to him in more respects than one. 
He happened to be a little unfortunate in being managed at 
school. I have done what lay in my power to retrieve his loss, 
but he is yet much wanting} this his own care and diligence 
must now repair. He is the son of a-very honest worthy person. 
As 1 am. Sir, a stranger to you, 1 must suppose his father's merit 
1 ‘ecommended him to your favour. He may think himself very 
happy in having so good a friend, and I hope will ever retain a 
grateful remembrance of your goodness to him. My relation 
to him calls on me to be sensible of it too, I themfore repeat to 
you that I am your most obliged humble servant, W. Oates*'' 


From John Orlebar*, Esq. 

“ Sihi March S, 1746-7* 

I was favoured with your letter the end of last week, 1 was 
so much engaged about a particular business on Saturday, that 
1 could not find leisure to answer it by that post. I have Mr, 
Cooper's t success very much at heart, and should be glad if 
any thing 1 have done, or can do, may promote it. I have not 
seen Lord Dupplin X since he promised to use his interest with 
the Mastej^s of St, John’s § and Peter-houseH, but make no doubt 
of his having wrote to them, as I take it for granted that Mr* 
Cooper is by this time again at Cambridge, I should wish to 
know how the affair now stands, and particularly whether his 
Lordship has prevailed with those Heads j and likewise what im¬ 
pression has been made on Dr- Rooke^ by the letter that was sent 
to him; and whether my letter' to Mr* Hetherington has been 
delivered, and the consequences of that* My acquaintance with 
Mr, Campbell is but slight, and, I think, not sufficient to entitle 
me to give him trouble j however, if by the next account from 
you or Mr. Cooper it appears necessaiy, I will find some way of 
making an effort with him* I am informed too that one Mr* 
Davy, whom I have a slender knowledge of, might engage the 
Master of Sidney for him tooj in that case, I will endeavour 
to apply to him* Your most obedient servant, &c, J. OaLEBAa," 

^ Mr* Orlebar, of Heiiwickf Bedfordshire, was appointed a Commis¬ 
sioner of Ejtcise in J737 » and beJd that office till his death, Dec. 3, 1765* 
f Mr. Oliver Cooper?; M* A* fper LUeras Reg-ias) in 1747* 

X See before, p*3i2* § Dr. John l^ewcome. [| Dr* John Wballey* 

^ George Henry Rooke, of Trinity College, Cambridge; B. A, 17^4; 
M* A. 1728. He was afterwards Fellow of Christas College, where he wai 
elected Master in 1742, and took the degree of D. D. in 1745 * He 
a Prebendary also of Lincoln ami of Gloucester; and dying Feb* 7, 1754, 
was buried at Much Had bam, Herts, where he was Rector* 

Francis Sawyer Parris, of Sidney Snssest College; B, A. 1723> 
M. A, 1728; B. D, 1735; D. D* 1747* He was elected Master of the 
College in 1746, and Principal Librarian of the University in 1750; and 
died May I, i7<;o. 

From 
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From Thomas Potter^, Esq, 

Rev. SiRj Oci. 6j 1739, 

" I take I he first opportunity of ae^iiiointing' you with what I 
flatter myself will be agreeable to you, iliat 1 ^ot i=aFe to Lambeth 
on Thursday, though pretty late in the evening, being obliged 
to favour my horses, I beg leave at the same time to return rny 
sincere thanks to you and Mrs. Grey for the very great civilities 
1 received from you, and desire your acceptance of my apologies 
ffjr the great troiible and impertinence you had in return for 
I wish it was in my power to pay my acknowledgments 
in any other manner than by words j but, as 1 have no opportu¬ 
nity of doing you any real service, 1 hope yon will believe my pro¬ 
fessions of it to be sincere. 

The grey pad performed beyond expectation. I cannot omit 
the archness of my man upon that occasion. When ! stopped at 
Dunstable, I ordered him to give each of liis horses a feed of oats; 
upon which he told me, with a very serious countenance, that it 
was to no puimpose to give any to JVIr. Wilkinson’s horse, for that, 
as he was flinging a feed of com into the manger to him the 
evening before, he seemed fi igiited, and he ivas forced to shew 
him that other horses used to eat oats, before the poor tiling 
knew what to do with them. However, he joins with me in de¬ 
siring hb compliments to his quondam mistresses, and consider** 
ing that he has long been denied the honour of being their im¬ 
mediate servant, he does not seem g* eatly concet ned that he 
has changed his owner. 

I beg Mr. Clark would accept my acknowledgments for his 
great complaisance i and, to let him see that 1 am sensible how 
much trouble I have given him, 1 will trouble him still farther. 
On looking over Finney’s accounts I find the inclosed articles, I 
beg the favour of him to inquire into the truth of them i perhaps 
Frank Bird will be able to get the truest intelligence, 

I am sensible lam not very discreet in making you the car¬ 
rier of the inclosed billet to Miss Grey j but, as 1 liave no other 
method to convey it, I beg the favour of you to deliver it with 
my best respects, and my hearty wishes that it may prove for¬ 
tunate in order to make it worth while her accepiance. My sin- 
cerest wishes attend Mrs, Ga^ey and the rest of the ladies, and 
pray my humblest duty to my wife. I am, Reverend Sir, 

Your o b I iged a nd o bedi en t sei' van £, Tu o. Potter/' 

" Rev. Sir, Oci.30, J739, 

I am now to acknowledge thp favour of tw<j very obliging 
letters, and to return my thanks for their contents in general j 
but particularly for the deed, which [ have laid up, it deserves, 
among my most valuable ti^easures. 

* Second son yf Dr. John Potter, .^rrhbi-ibop of Caijterbiirv, See some 
brief notice of him, and a fe>T of his Letters la Dr. Ducarcl, iji the Third 
volume of these niasiraiLiis,” pp. 68T—6 ^9L 


'' Your 
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Your account of tny horse was very agreeable, and the niore 
seasonable as I have, since 1 left Bedfordshire^ last two which I 
valued veiy much. That which my groom L)r<jught into the 
country was one, and the other was almost as good. 

'' I have had the pleasure of meeting Miss Wilkinsons since 
they came to town* 1 assure you they will not by a longer ac¬ 
quaintance lose any part of that esteem which they gain in the 
first conversation. The old gentleman's house is a sample of 
his temper : it is much the worst in tne whole stieet. When a 
pane of glass Is broke, a piece of paper supplies the defect } and 
a few holes pricked in it make it at once convenient, to let in the 
light, and keep out the weather. This piece of good husbandry 
IS used only below-stairs; for above, where an accident of that 
sort has happened, an old board, or a few laths nailed across, af¬ 
ford the prospect of a prison impenetrable to all but a golden 
shower. 

We have just received a piece of very agreeable news in town; 
that our fleet has taken two Spanish ships, one worth I30,000i* 
and the other 70,000/* The first part is undoubtedly true, and 
the other credibly reported* The noise of bells and the firing of 
guns, W'hich are celebrating his Majesty's birth-day, fill my ears 
and have made me scribble a great deal of nonsense, which 1 must 
depend on your goodness to excuse,. My sincerest and best 
wishes attend Mrs. Grey and all the other ladies, whose company 
I reflect on with the greatest satisfaction* 1 am. Reverend Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient servant, Tno. Potter." 

'^'Rbv. Sin, .Nor* 19, 1739. 

I should sooner have returned an answer to your kind letter 
sent by Mr. Butts, if i had not been prevented by an old com¬ 
panion of mine, a slight fever, whicli has been iqjon me for 
several days. The thanl^s of this family are likewise due to you 
for your communicating to us a receipt of so much consequence. 
We have before {among many others) received the same receipt 
from several persons; but, to say the truth, we paid little regard 
to it till I had the favour of your letter. His Grace, thank God, is 
now so well recovered, that I hope thei'e is no need of further 
medicines; but should any relapse happen, 1 shall not fail to make 
the experiment* I shall take particular care of the book which 
contains the receipt, that it may be re-delivered to you safe. My 
best wishes attend yourself, Mrs* Grey, and youi' whole family. I 
am. Rev. Sir, your obliged friend and servant, Tho. Potter." 

'"Rev, Sir, Dec, ^5, 1739. 

I take the liberty of rej>ealing the trouble 1 have already given 
you in our affairs, though I have no other pretence to excuse it 
than that I have already been very troublesome. A new division 
of our estates seems so necessary, that we are determined to 
effect it, if possible, next Lady-day* I had some time since a 
scheme for that purpose from Frank Bird and Wheeler; but, that 
I might carry things even with Finney, 1 ordered him to let me 
have a plan of his own, intending out of both to make one. 

However, 
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Howevefj he has not yet thought proper to send me one; and 
as the tfoie now draws on, I have deteniiined to go on without 
him. In the plan sent by Frank Bird, I observe, he pimposes to 
make a considerable farm al Thickthorn. Before we Jay out 
the bnd for that purpose, it will be very proper for us to have 
a tenant ready for it, or else it may lay on our hands. By the 
quantity of land alloied to it, it should seem to be of consider¬ 
able value ; and therefore it will be necessary to have a man of 
substance, and such a one perhaps is not easily to be found. I 
should be ^lad to know what you think of Barrett, who perhaps 
may be willing to undertake it, and then his farm, which is of 
less value, may be let easily. If you think him a proper person 
(considenng that he is already ^OOi. in our debt on his uncle's 
account) Fi‘ank Bird may tell him what land he intends for that 
farm, and then he will consider whether he chuse to take it or 
keep what he has already, with the alterations intended to be 
made by the plan already laid down, of which I suppose Bird 
has a copy. As for Finney, my present intention is to keep fair 
with him til] f.*ady-day, and as soon as the division is settled 
(which otherwise perhaps he might disturb) to order him to 
make up his accompts and discharge him. i have troubled you 
with all this in order to beg yours and Mr, Clark's advice upon 
it. I am very ignorant in these matters, and should therefore 
be much obliged to you both, for your objections to this, or for 
any new scheme which will be better* 

We had the pleasure of disposing of my eldest sister* last week 
much to the satisfaction of all her friends. I could not but give 
you an account of it, as I have great reason to think you will 
be pleased with any good fortune which happens to this ^mily, 
I most sincerely wish you the compliments of the season, and 
beg you would make them acceptable to your whole family, of 
which number I reckon Mr* Clark* Tno* Potter,'' 

Rev. Sir, Jan. 5, 1739-40* 

I am obliged to yon for the favour of yours, and am again, 
as you see, troublesome to you by way of answering it* 1 was 
in hopes we might have been able to have perfected a division 
next Lady-day i for, as our a0alrs are at present, wefind an estate 
to be a great expenee. I suppose Barrett would give up his term 
and release tlie homestall at Thickthorn, if he could be accom¬ 
modated any where else j and in the plan for the division^ 1 take 
for granted, there is sweid sufficient allotted to his farm, which 
he is to enter upon as soon as he quits what he has already. None 
of the tenants, not even Finney himself, have any leases, so 
whoever refuses to take their farms as allotted to them, must 
immediately turn out, I am the more solicitous to have this 
affair finished as soon as may be, because I find his Grace un¬ 
easy ; lest (if any accident should happen to him) that which 
ought to be the chief support of his family should only be a 
trouble and expence to them, 

♦ She was mamed, Dec* IS, 1739, to the Rev. George Sayer, Arch¬ 
deacon of Durhaiik, who died at Brusselj^ in Aug’uU 1761. 

J am 
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I am lilcewise obliged to you for your kind offer to my poor 
horse j and if, when he is well, be can be of any service to Mbs 
Grey (and I dare say he will carry her safe), 1 ivill accept it; 
otherwise I intend to joist him with honest Finney in the gi ound 
which we have in our hands* 1 hear Mr* Piianlx is deadj and 
as there will now be no occasion for his wife to pay him for 
signing waitings, perhaps she will be willing to part with the 
close* 1 should be obliged to Mr* Clark If he would ptit her in 
mind of it at a proper season, 

** *Some time since we had a proposal from Captain Armstrong, 
but I fancy he has forgot it, VVe have likewise another purchase 
in view of about ^Ot>L a year, not far from Houghton, which I 
may probably trouble Mr, Claidc to enquire after some time hence. 
In the mean time I beg the favour of you to make my com pi i* 
meats acceptable to him, and that you would believe me to be ^ 
Vour much obliged and obedient servant, Iho. Potter* 
Rev. Sir, 1729-40. 

'* Having been situated on the other side of the water ali this 
Term, for the convenience of a passage to Westminster Hall. I 
had not the pleasure of your la&t till some few days since, Hb 
Grace thinks be has oSbred the full value of Mrs. Pi iaulx^s close, 
and will not give more than 200 giuneas. I have received no 
answer from Barrett with regard to the homestall at Thickthorii. 
J shouifl be obliged Co you if you would send for him to know 
what he intends to do "in that matter* 1 am much obliged to 
you for your kind intentions to my horse. 1 have so milch re¬ 
gard for him, that J cannot refuse the offer you make him, 
though it is making an addition to the many favours 1 have 
already received from you. 

Your obliged humble servant, Tho. Potter." 

^*Rev. Sir, Sept. 19, 1740-41* 

I have taken tlie liberty of sending by my servant the only 
parcel of i^ens 1 have left, 1 hope my stock will soon be enlaiged, 
and then I shall be able to supply you with a larger quantity, 

“ i hope Mr. Shipton gjive us good hopes with regard to Miss 
Sukey's eyes, and that \vithout giving us the trouble of under¬ 
going any damnable operation whatever*' Give me leave to con¬ 
clude this with.saying that I am, for it would be hai'd to express 
how much I am your obliged friend and servant, Tho, Potter* 
The ladies of your family are always included in my profes* 
sions of friendship and service," 

Rev* Sir, Jan. 22, 1740-4L 

I have by this post writ to Barrett about the hornesfail at 
Thickthoni* 1 f he is content with the change intended him, 1 
hope there will be no other objection to the division of the farms 
next Lady-day* 1 cannot get the least bit of a plan from Finney, 
so that I am determined to go on upon Bird's. 

Finney knows the sweets of the Grove too well to quit it j 
but it will be necessary to look out for a tenant for Thickthorn, 
)f we have Mrs* Priaulx's close, or the Captain's estate at alb 
thev will certainly be more seasonable before the division is made. 

“ Finney 
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Finney has already offered *300i* which is 25 years purchase 
for the close at 8/. a yearj but she insists that it is lOL a year, 
thoug'h it never let for more than Si. However, if 200 guineas 
will satisfy her, I believe his Grace will be willing to give it, pro¬ 
vided the matter be finished immediately. 

How does the cold weather agree with my little wife ? I vvas 
in hopes I should have had the pleasure of paying my duty to her 
in town before now. One’s wishes must be very ardent to have 
any existence this weather, and yet 1 wish 1 could see bei in my 
Castle ^ and then it would be my fault if 1 did not keep her here. 
My best respects wait on your whole family. 

Your obliged and obedient servant, Tuo. Potitf.r," 

Rev. Sir, Sunday, Feh. 24, 17*40-41, 

“ My absence from London has prevented my receiving your let¬ 
ters, and answering them regularly, because 1 had not an oppur^ 
(unity of acquainting his Gi-ace with Ihe contents of them. To 
prevent any difficulties which Finney may make in the execution 
of the plan, my Father thinks it proper 1 should go in pei'son. 
You will probably be troiibled wdtli me the latter end of this 
week, for whicli I can make no other excuse than that [ run 
“ Your much obliged and obedient servant, Tfio. Potter," 

“^Rbv. SrSj Brick Courtj April 17^1 ^ 

** J deferred writing to you till 1 could retuiii you my thanks 
for the pamphlets you were so good to order for me, and for 
your obliging letter at the same time. Your friend Mr. Chap¬ 
man is at present laid up with the small-pox, which has used him 
with more than common favour. When he is again in a condition 
to return to his usual employments, I dare say it will be with 
great pleasure that he will pemse the ^ Histovy of the Donatists.’ 

With regard to the paiagraph of news yon mention, which 
reported the death of tny namesake 1 am sorry for the sake 
of my friends who loved me well enough to be alarmed at it, 
that the nnstake was so easy j but, since one of us was to go, 
it had been better ibr the world, and perhaps as well for me, tf 
he that is gone had stayed behind ^ yet, though I am not over and 
above satisfied with this ivorld, 1 hope I shall have more patience 
than to dispat::h myself into the other, which was the case of the 
unfortunate and worthy gentleman whose loss you saw regretted. 

“ For the vacancies in Che Hospital, to one of which you wish 
Mr, Findlay might succeed, I should be sincerely glad if it was 
m my power to assist hinr. I am concerned that it is not, and 
the more so because wdthin these six weeks 1 refused a place 
which w'as offered to me (and is now given away), because I had 
no real object to recommend. However, I will make the best 
enquiries 1 am able, and if 1 find I can hope to succeed in an 
application for him, I will do the utmost I can to serve him. 

For the sheep-pightle, I can by no means conceive that I 

^ Thomas Patter, Esq. of thi; Inner Temple, one of the Common 
Pleaders of the City of London, In an unfortunate fit of mental derau^s- 
ment, he destroyed Idmself. April T, !T4L 
VoujV* Z should 
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flioutd do any prejudice to Atterbury by keeping it thb year. 
However, (bat he may have no reason to complain, I am willing 
that he should have it, so that my mare and foal have the liberty 
of the pasture (where I think there is a hovel) for the months 
of June, July, and August, at the rate which shall be adjudged 
reasonable. 

** In Term-time I have not much leisure to write letters, and 
therefore i trouble you with my business to Mr, Clark. 1 wish 
his accompts were prepared as soon as might be, and when tliey 
are ready that he give me notice enough to send for Finney's at 
the same time, it being most convenient on many accounts that 
they should be settled at once. When Mrs, Grey returns, be so 
good as to make my compliments acceptable to her, being, rev. 
Sir, your much obliged friend and humble servant, T. PoTTEa*" 
" Rev. SiK, [174^-] 

His Grace desires a Particular of the Estate you told me was 
to be sold near Swannei's, as soon as you can get one. Atter- 
burj must take a lease, and the house next Fooks’s is to be the 
iartn-house; but more of this next post. The estate at Tempa- 
ford is done with, because of doubts concerning the title. 

1 fear it will be impossible to get a Patent They grant only 
for new inventions and new books; so says the Court Justice, and 
many others I have spoken with. 

great haste, yours, T. Potted." 

Rev, Sir, [1742-] 

** I am almost afraid either to see or receive a letter from Dr. 
Grey, because he is almost always giving himself trouble which 
1 have not the least pretence to expect. The valuable present 
he was so good to send me last week loses of its value to 
me, who cannot look upon it without uneasiness, because the 
only return 1 ever liave made, or can make, are my empty thanks, 
which however 1 mnat still beg him to accept. 

As for the Booksellers, 1 am very sorry they continue to give 
you so much trouble f j yet 1 am afraid they have it in their 

E ower to create still more, and therefore 1 heartily wish the 
uainess between you was settled. I have disposed of a few re¬ 
ceipts more since I sent the last account. There is a little piece 
of a comment which I picked up the other day, upon a passage 
in Hudibras, where mention is made of a spirit being in the hilt 
of Paracelsus s sword ^ the account of whidi is, that Paracelsus 
being a quack, was the first who found out the use of laudanum, 
and gave it in considerable quantities > and it being almost an 
universal remedy vvith him, he had a case made in the hilt of his 
sword, in which he always carried Jaudanura pills. Upon my 
demanding an authority for this, I w'as referred to Boerhaave's 
Preface to his Treatise of (Chemistry. 1 have no Index to my 
Edition, so cannot find the line- 

i am. Reverend Sir, your most obliged servant, Tito. Potter." 

♦ For the sole prmthj|^ of Hudihra* with Dr. Grey's notes. 

-f- Oil ihe ci>pv-rig;ht of Hudibras. 

“Kev. 
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" Rev. Sik, Dec. 1, 174^- 

Indoseil you have a state of the Case, drawn from Mr. Ba- 
thurst*a Royal Letters. When it is aspied fair, I would advise that 
it be laid before Mr..Fazaekerley, and the Attorney-General, and 
(if the Doctor will be at the expence of it) Mr, Brown, who are 
esteemed the three greatest Chancery practisers in England, The 
fee to each need be only one guinea, witli the usual fee of ^Zs. Sd. 
to their Clerks. If Dr, Grey employs any Attorney in this affair, 
it would be proper that he should search the Offices for those In¬ 
junctions which Bathui"St pretends to have been granted, that 
it may be seen whether those cases were similar to this. 

^ ^ Y our very humb le servan t, Th o * Po tt e r ' 

Rev, Sir, Middle Temple, U, 1743, 

" Mr, Woodward and Mr. Bathui'st, two of the Partners, were 
with me last night, in order to object to some alterations which 
you had made in the draught of the Articles. I look that op¬ 
portunity of chastising Mr. Bathui'st for his very impertinent 
letters; and I was really glad to find that he could be vejy much 
ashamed, I have inclosed the Articles; and the objections, as they 
state them to me, are as follow:—Jn page the second of the 
Articles, toward the bottom, you have interlmed ^ including the 
snhecriptions they shall procure by themselves cr friends,* Tliis, 
they say, is contrary to the agi’eement; for they wei*e at all events 
to have 650 of your subscriptions, and to take the chance of the 
number which (hey could procut*e for themselves. To prove this, 
they produced Mr. TunslalTs proposals, Mr, Bentham^s letter, 
and a copy of the Articles writ in your ow'n hand, in ail wlncli 
there is no mention made of the subscripfions which they were 
to procure ; and I own (if the original design was that all the 
subscriptions which they were to procure should go in pa i t of 
the 650 to lie deliveretl to them by you) T think the Pi'oposal, 
and every thing subsequent to it, has been incautiously avoided ; 
but still, if that was the original design, it is right it should be 
settled before you proceed farther. 

The next objection is to two wwds which I have inserted 
in page 3 of the Articles: that the cuts should be from the best 
and fullest designs of Hogarth. They object that by these words 
may be meant the largest designs, which, though they are well 
executed by the engraver, yet are, as they say, univeisally thought 
not to be near so good as the designs whicli be Hnished the 
Booksellei-s for their last Edition of Hudibras. They intend, 
therefore, to have the same designs, but to have new plates. 
However, 1 set aside this objection, by agreeing to strike out the 
w'ords best and fidiest, and to refer the whole, as well of the de¬ 
signs as of the execution of them, to Dr. Taylor. 

The next objection likewise I allowed them, at the bottom 
of page 3, where a number of books is to be delivered to your 
Executors, &c. they desired the words *^upon their demand' to be 
inserted. In page 4, t^fere A he Booksellers covenant to make 
allowances to other Booksellers/'they expect that the Articles 

K ^ should 
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thould stand f^ichout the alteration made by you^ and that you 
should be obliged to make the same allowance they do if any 
books should remain upon your hands after all are delivered to 
subscribers. They desire likewise that the words by way of suh^ 
scription, In the last line of the Articles, may be struck out, be¬ 
cause they confine the allowance to be made to Booksellers to 
such books only as shall be disposed of by subscription; whereas, 
the chief benefit to be expected fi^om that Convenant is, that 
when all the subscribers have received tbeir books, what remain 
unsold may be disposed of by encoui’aging Booksellers with the 
allowance to take them off your and their hands. When these 
things are settled, they are w'illing to execute the Articles, and 
sign Bonds for performance of Covenants, 

Our Circuit will probably begin about the 10 th of July. I 
shall in some part of it hope to have the pleasure of seeing you 
and your good family, 1 am. Reverend Sir, 

Youi’ obliged and obedient humble servant, T, Potter ” 

** Rev, Sir, Tuesday a June ^7# 1743, 

" I returned no answer to your letter, because I hoped to have 
settled every thing with the Booksellers before 1 gave you any 
more trouble \ but, hearing nothing from them, 1 this day sent 
to Mr, Bathurst, to inform me in what situation matters were at 
present. When lie was with me before, I treated him pretty 
roughly, on account of his impertinent letters 5 and it has had 
this good efiect, that he is less willing to cavil, or to make any 
more unnecessary disputes. The material article about the 
number of subscriptions you are to allow them, I hope will be 
settled without more diihculty. He promises to agree to it 
in the sense Mr, Tunatal has explained it, and to do what he 
can to persuade the other partners; and he thinks he shall 
succeed, I have inserted in the Article the agreement to print 
the subscribers’ names; and the paper they agree shall be ap¬ 
proved by Dr. Taylor* The only difficulty which remains is the 
allowance to be made to Booksellers who take in subscriptions. 
They propose to employ no other Booksellers except such as are 
partners, and those ^vhoI^ you have already employed, and con- 
fiequently have agreed to allow j and therefore any article of that 
eort is unnecessary. On the other hand, they are willing to 
covenant, and to make ^ certain allowance to Booksellera for all 
which shall remain unsold after the subscribers* books are de¬ 
livered, and they expect the same from you. What that allovv- 
ance shall be, whether a fourth or any other less sum, they wlU 
consider among themselves, and then acquaint you. The Bonds 
for performance of Covenants can be only of such Covenants as 
are in the Article, and therefore it is necessary that every part 
of the Proposals should be in the Article. 

" I have no thoughts of passing any parts of the Summer in 
Cambridgeshire, but am not the less tJbliged to you for the offer 
of your holijft. 


I leave 
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1 leave town next Monday, and therefore I have deliVv^red 
the Articles to Mr. Bathhrst. 

With stncei'e respects to yonr whole family, I am. Rev, Sir, 
"Your obliged and obedient humble servant, Tho. Pottkk/* 
Rev. Sir, Ridgmoat,, Tueiday night. 

** I am at present in the greatest hurry imaginable, all my 
baggage for London being yet to be packed up, and much busi¬ 
ness of the country remaining to be done* In answer to yours, 
therefore, I can only say, that any recommendations of yours will 
never fail to have ihe greatest weight* I have directed Frank 
Bird to give a guinea to Redman ; and if you think that he or 
any other poor person in your parish stands in need of any further 
assistance which 1 can give them, do me the favour to be my 
almoner, and draw upon Frank Bird for whatever you think proper* 
** When t get to town, I will enquire who are the Stewards 
for the Children of poor Clergymen, and if I have any acquaint¬ 
ance with any of them, I will endeavour to procure a benefaction 
for you* With respects, and the best wishes to yourself and 


family, I am, dear Sir, &c* 
Rev* Sir, 


Tho, PoTna.’* 
May 15, 1746. 


“ I am very much obliged to you for the trouble you have 
given yourself relating to the Conduct's place at King's. Though 
your application was not attended with success, I think the 
favour you have done me not less upon that account* Some 
other time we may perhaps be more fortunate* 

" The Petition for the money to put out the young lad whom 
you recommended now lies before the board. At the next Court, 
which mil be held about a month hence, it will be granted* 

" I beg my respects to all your family, being. Reverend Sir, 

" Your obliged friend and bumble servant, Tno. Potter*" 

** Rev* Sir, June * *, 1746* 

A Court of Assistants for. the Corporation for the Relief of 
the Widows of poor Clergymen was held yesterday, to which I 
preferred a petition in behalf of William Cowling, the lad who 
was recommended by you when 1 was at Cambridge. The Court 
consented to give 15^. to bind him apprentice, provided he is of 
a proper age. This was a circumstance 1 was not informed about, 
and therefore could not give the Court satisfaction. If you will 
please to ^vour me with a line, and let me know his age, and 
the name and trade of the person to ’whom he is to be bound, 
and the place where he lives, I will prefer another petition to 
the next Court, and do not doubt succeeding* i hope you and 
all your family are in perfect health* I am, Stc* Tho* Pottik*** 

Rev* Sir, Tuesdayt iS, 1752* 

“ A letter which I received last post from Francis Bird informs 
me that you are disposed to let the great tithes of the fields, and 
the glebe, &c. which Atterbnry held, from Lady-day next. 1 sliall 
be glad to fake them, in order to let each of my tenants have 
iheir owm* As are both tenants for life, I believe the best 


way 
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way will be for me to take a lease of you for ^21 years, if we shall 
both so long live, at the same rent that Atterbury paid you* 
What that is J am eotirely ignorant, being an utter stranger to 
the bargain ^ but one thing I know, that we shall neither of ug 
desire to make an advantage of the other* I am obliged to 
write this in the greatest haste, and have therefore no more time 
than will suffice to add my sincere wishes of many happy years 
to yourself and your family, being, dear Sir, 

Your very sincere friend and servant, Tho* Potter ” 
Dear Sir, GrosvenoT Square^ Feb, 16, 1753. 

I have bad my time so much taken up this week, that I 
have had no opportunity of answering your letter sooner. What^ 
ever terms you and Frank Bird agree upon as right for me to 
enter into, I shall do very readily* I know it would have been 
better for me to have left it to yourself] and I should have done 
so, if 1 had not recollected that, in all engagements with your 
friends, your own advantage is the only circumstance you forget* 
! received the paper from James Peirce, but I am not sure 
that I understand it thoroughly] for though it is wrote on one 
side that the whole is 962. per annum, yet it seems to me that the 
whole should be 1102* 10s*] of which lOlL 10s* should be paid 
by me for the tithes of the fields, and 92. by Frank Bird for the 
glebe* I have drawn it out in the inclosed paper, and beg the 
favour of you to set me right if I am wrong. I am, dear Sir, 

" Your very fiiithful friend, Tho* Potter*'' 

Rev* Sir, Midgemonl, June 5, 1755* 

" The beai^er brings you the packet of covers which Mr. James's 
servant had not leisure to take back* I received your directions 
as to the dose of Turlington’s Balsam which is proper to be given, 
but by some mistake tiie medicine was not left* 1 am this mo¬ 
ment setting out for Cambridge. As soon as I return, 1 shall 
hope, with Mrs* Potter, to have the pleasure of waiting on you 
and the ladies, to whom 1 beg leave to present my best respects. 

“ I am. Rev, Sir, your faithful servant, Tho. Potter*” 
" Dear Sir, Baih, Oct 4, 1758* 

On die present vacancy* of a Representative for the County 
of Bedford, I intend to offer my services to the County, The 
Duke of Bedford informs me that he has directed a meeting at 
Bedford to be advertised for the 25 th instant* I am confident I 
shall reap from your friendship on the occasion all that it is 
possible for me to expect ] but I value your health and quiet too 
much to wish for your attendance at any public place. I shall 
therefore content myself with desiring your leave to inform my 
countrymen that you are my welhwisher on this and on every 
occasion* I am, dear Sir, Tho. Potter.” 

“ Rev* Sir, Bccih, jVov, 33, 1758* 

1 am sorry to hear that yon have been exposed to the incon¬ 
veniences of a cold at this season of the year j but the strength 

* By the death of John Fitzpatrick, first Earl of Upper Ossory; who 
was succeeded by Admiral Henry Osborn. 

and 
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and hardiness of your constitution will, E hope, for many year* 
despise what such shattered carcases as mine would shake under. 

I shall very readily contribute to any public work, or private 
charity, which you think tit to promote, I know it is not a little 
thing which will answer the promise, since the promoting public 
good and private happiness is the business of your life. Long 
may that life continue for the comfort of your family and your 
neighbours ! E hope my health improves 

" Your faithful friend and servant, Tho. Pottee/' 


From the Rev. Dr. George Reynolds 

*' Sia, Buckden^ June 1, 1740, 

“ I am obliged to you for the friendly offers of your assist-* 
ance to me in the work I have in hand, upon which 1 rely with 
the greater confidence, not only on account of the experience 
we hai^e had of your personal regards to the family at Buckden, 
but of your unwearied endeavours to promote the cause of learn-* 
ing and religion. 1 should have long since communicated to 
you the plan upon which I propose to proceed, had 1 not been 
interrupted in it by Chancery vexation, which hath kept me so 
fully employed almost from the hour I met you at Bedford, that 
I have had very little leisure to pursue, or make any progress in 
jL My only satisfaction under this distraction is, that I am not 
concerned in the event of this litigation in credit or profit, but 
am obliged to be at the trouble of making a stand for the main¬ 
tenance of my Archidiaconal rights, against some innovations 
introduced by the present Bishop of London, which the patent 
officers lay hold of, and make an handle, for subverting the 
course and method appointed by law, for the exercise of discipline, 
" When I am restored to leisure, 1 shall resume my work with 
alacrity. In the mean time, I send you the general principles 
upon which I build, and in which I shall be the more confirmed 
if I find them agreeable to your notions. 

The title intended for this work b, ' A Series of Matters in¬ 
troductory to the Reformation, during the time of Archbishop 
Warham, intermixed with Historical Observations/ 

* Mr. Potter died June 17, 1759. See vol. Ilf- p, BB7. 
t Georg^e, son of Dr. Richard Reynolds, Bishop of Lincoln, took the 
decree of LL.B. at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, iti 1721 ; and that of LL, D. 
at’Jesus College, 172<>- Ii^ 1722 he was appointed Chancellor of the 
Diocese of Peterborough, a dignity previously held by his Far her; by 
ifhom, in 17S5, he was presented to the Archdeaconry ol Lincoln, and 
to a Prebend in that Church. He obtained theRectory of Cftrllon Scroo]ie, 
near Grantham, 1728. He published, in 1743, An Historicai Essay 
upon the Government of the Church of England, against the Calumnies 
of a Popish Writer, in his Church History of England.’' Of that Essay 
the present Letter formeJ the ground work. He died in J76Y. See sotne 
iiotke of him in the '* Literary Anecdotes," vol. VIIf p 218. 
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" My principal point is, that the general dissatisfaction arisen 
from a sense of the corniptions of the national Church, with re¬ 
spect to discipline and government, antecedent to the quarrel 
between King Henry VflU and the Pope, or to any motions 
about and effects from the divorce, or to any considerable pro¬ 
gress in the change of opinions in matters of doctrine, disposed 
the Nation to comply with the King in the first steps towards a 
Reformation, which had long been wished for ancl desired, as 
necessary to the peace and good or tier of the Church, 

The work begins with a review of the difference of the State 
of the Regal Supremacy of the Kings of the Norman Line, from 
that which was exercised by the Saxon Kings; shewing, that 
the first grasped chieiiy at the revenues of the Church j and, at 
the same time as they seized upon the tempoi-alities of vacant 
Sees, &c. set on foot and encoai aged a principle of independence 
in the Church in matters purely spiritual, by separating eccle¬ 
siastical from secular Courts, which soon brought on a separate 
legislature in Synods purely ecclesiastical, which were unheard 
of in Saxon times* 

** Hence the introduction of the Papal power, in matters 
allowed to be of eccfesiastical cognizance, was looked upon by 
the Crown and secular courts for a time with indifference, ob¬ 
tained an establishment by acquiescence, and afterwards was 
recognized in the Charters of King John, 

This a true key to the several acts of provbors, which were 
intended to guard the Crown from the usurpations of the Pope, 
in temporal matters onlyj that is, in matters wherein the tem¬ 
poral Courts claimed the cognizance* 

This observation confirmed, not only by a course of constant 
applications and appeals to Rome in matters spiritual, but from 
one of the articles of the deposition of Richard !L for issuing 
irregular prohibitions to ecclesiastical Courts ; and from the 
practice of the Courts of Westminster Hall, in issuing a capias 
upon a signidcavit of excommunication by the Pope, in any 
matter merely spiritual. 

** After having thus shewn the diminution of the Regal Supre¬ 
macy, through the disregard had to matters of religion by the 
Norman Kings, I proceed to point out the grow-th of the metvo- 
politieal power from thence, explaining how the autliority for¬ 
merly exercised by the Saxon, and despised by the Norman Kings, 
fell into the hands of the Archbishop* Of the Archicapellanus 
Palatii of the French Kings, and their power in Church affairs j 
what resemblance the Presbyter and Sacellanus of the Saxon 
Kings had to the Archicapellanus; and from thence some ob¬ 
servations upon certain branches of the office of the Saxon Chan¬ 
cellor, and Clerk of the Rolls. 

The state of metro political jurisdiction according to the 
primitive plan j and of the judicial and discretionary powers of 
diocesan Bishops within their own districts, so as to be liable to 
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00 appeal or account, except in matterj of faith and doctrine, 
and in the injunction of spiritual censures, 

" 1'he great alteration, as to these articles, soon after the Con¬ 
quest, in the exaction of new oaths of canonical obedience from 
the provincial Bishops, with an account of the opposition made 
to that encroachment, In the interruption given to the exercise 
of discipline, by admitting appeals from diocesan Bishops in 
criminal causes before dehnitive sentence, with an account of 
the Remonstrances made upon this, and against the corruptions 
of the Court of Arches, soon after the introduction of the Canon 
Law, Of the gi“eat inci^ease of power in the Archiepiscopal See, 
by the addition of the legatine character, which was soon after^ 
made an handle for a claim to provincial vkirations, and for a 
claim of a concurrent jurisdiction with evciy suBVagan in his 
own diocese, especially in testamentary matter's- 

The History at large of the long contests between Arch¬ 
bishops and Bishops, and the Deans and Chapters, during the 
vacancy of the See, about provincial visitations: of Archbishop 
Boniface. 

The History of the long contests between Archbishops and 
Bishops, and Archdeacons, about the right of jurisdiction in tes¬ 
tamentary causes, with an account of the Prerogative Couit, and 
an occasional digression about the opinions of SpeJman and Sel- 
den, as to the origin of ecclesiastical jurisdiction in wills and 
administrations. Of the great vexation to the subject from these 
interferings, and of the resumption of this jurisdiction by Henry 
VJII. about 153.^. 

History of the i evival of the practice of consecrating Bishopf 
at the metropoHtical See only, first introduced at Constantinople 
by Arian intrigues, with ihe opposition made to this demand by 
Grosthead of Lincoln^ of the Intbronisticon and other perquisites; 
and of the artifices used to elude the freedom of canonical elections. 

Of the diminution of diocesan jurisdiction by those who were 
originally subject to it i first by Deans and Chapters. Of the 
state of Deans and Cliapters, and the rules anciently observed 
with regard to I'esidence and dividends,’ The distinction of resi¬ 
dents and non-residents, with the allotment of diSerent propor¬ 
tions in their dividends, introduced about the time of the admis¬ 
sion of the preaching fnars, who intercepted a great part of the 
offerings, obits, pent-ecostals, and other perquisites, which for¬ 
merly increased the incomes of the mother Church in every Dio¬ 
cese:. Of the several attempts made by the non-residents to be 
restored to the privilege of residents and of the dividends; and 
their complaints in Convocation upon that head, as well against 
their own Chapters, as against the aits of the friars-pr^dicant. 
Of the management of their estates. Long l^^es not granted in 
Saxon times, otherwise in great Councils; from whence it is in¬ 
ferred, that the practice of long leases set on foot soon after the 
Conqueror, took its rise from the order of I he Conqueror to 
canton out info knighrs fees a certain proportion of iheir lands, 

which 
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which before were held in frank-alnioign, and subject to Ca- 
nojDical regulatiuns. 

After this account of the ancient state of the Cathedrals, and 
their subjection to their Bishops, 1 state the claim of the Crown 
to jurisdiction over Deans and Chapters, in virtue of a right 
accruing from foundation and patronage. How far this claim 
was and is allowed in the Galilean Churches, and how it once 
stood hei'e 5 and then proceed to the long and various contests 
between Bishops and Deans and Chapters, and particularly to the 
disputes between Grosthead and the Dean and Chapter of Lin¬ 
coln, with the pleas of exemption from episcopal authority. 

*^From thence, to Schools and Universities;—the State of 
Literature, and the modes of preaching through the 11th, I2th, 
13th, 14th, and 15th centuries. The beginning of degrees, and 
the innovation of legatine and archiepiscopal degrees. The first 
attempts of our Univei'silies towards exemption about the end of 
the 13th century, and of the ill use made of their civil privileges, 
and the great prejudice done to religion and episcopal govern- 
ment by the exemptions they obtained from ecclesiastical juris* 
diction, in the i5th century. From thence, a digression touching 
the ordei's made about Schools, Universities, and Education in Ger¬ 
many, France, Spain, the Netherlands,United Provinces, Scotland, 
and England, from the commencement of the Smakaldian League 
in Germany, to the repeal of the Schism Act in England, in order 
to shew the unwarrantable conduct of our Dissenters in with¬ 
drawing schools and education from all public regulations, 

A further account of exemptions set on foot by Abbies and 
privileged orders, and of contests between Ebhops and Arch¬ 
deacons about the bounds and extent of their respective juiisdic- 
tion. Many curious incidents about marriage, beginning w'ith 
an account of the strictness of pur Saxon ancestors with regard 
to nuptial rites and observances, how those usages were relaxed 
by the broaching of loose opinions about marriage, first by the 
Albigeiises, and afterwards by the Lollards, and of the institution 
first of Banns, then of Licences, to prevent the progress of 
libertinism. From thence, a digression about the excessive 
tyranny of the Scotch Clergy in the use of Banns, in oi'der to 
shew the necessity of an allowance of Licences. 

Of the diminution of Episcopal authority, through the mal- 
administmtion of it in many particulars, Fii'st of translations, 
and the wretched servitude and dependence into which the 
Bishops at length were brought about the latter end of the reign 
of Henry VIL by this step. This proved by the number of par¬ 
dons now extant and upon record, granted in that reign to 
Bishops on occasion of their postulations by the Pope to other 
Sees at the King's request, &e. 

Sir, this shetch of a part of my work may be sufficient to 
open to you ray whole design, which is to go through the suc¬ 
cessive disorders, as well as the sense the nation had of th^se 
successive disorders, from the begiiijiing of the l^th century (o 

the 
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the Act of Abolition; and though this argument may appear 
under the disadvantage of a want of candour j yet h not doubted, 
but the use made of it will clear up that suspicion, as nothing 
can vindicate a Reformation in Religion but au evidence of for¬ 
mer abuses) and the renitence of the Clergy against the first 
public steps towards a separation from the Pope, is not any 
proof of dieir sense of no want of regulations, but only of their 
sense of the necessity of an union with the visible head of Christ's 
Churchj and of the danger of a tumultuary and popular Reform¬ 
ation, executed by secular policy or violence. 

You will ask how this scheme agrees with the title I design 
for my book, or what part is Warham to have m the work, 
whose name is chiefly co ne'erned in the title } I answer, the 
several Incidents of Warbam's life, as Advocate at Doctors Com¬ 
mons, Ambiissador, Privy-Counselloiv Chancellor of the Uni¬ 
versity, Bishop, Archbishop I Lord Chancellor of England j his 
conduct in the Univei'sity in EecJesiastical Courts, the several 
disputes ^vith Suffragans, Legates, the several sell ernes and arti¬ 
cles of Reformation set on foot, in Council, Convocation, and 
Parliament, give the writer of the History of his time an handle 
to review what hath been done, said, or writ upon the like inci¬ 
dents in former times. ' And therefore, though it is the cliief de¬ 
sign of this work to treat of all the steps introductory to, and 
of all the disorders that have contributed to bring on the Reibi'm- 
ation, yet I have chosen to do this by circumstances that may 
appear so many incidents of Warham^s Life, that 1 may be more 
or less compendious, according as 1 have health and leisure to 
execute the design. 

As for my notions about the state of the King’s and Pope's 
Supremacy, from the Concj^uest to the Act of Abolition, wherein 
I differ from all other Protestant writers, I can only say, I can 
clear that point to a degree of certainty, beyond what historical 
evidence requires) and it will be found of use to set right great 
mistakes into which very able writers have fallen about the con¬ 
stitution of our Provincial Assemblies. 

Sir, 1 give you no further trouble at present. My ecclesias¬ 
tical offices laid a sort of necessity ujion me to mis-spend much 
time upon the Canon LaW) and the only amends I can make 
myself, is to make that contemptible knowledge a key to the 
better undei'standing the springs of the Refoimation, as that 
great event will yet admit of much more light than hath been 
hitherto set into it. 

The free thoughts of the true ft-iends of the Reformation, 
and particularly. Sir, your sentiments and friendly advice and 
assistance, upon a work of this importance, would lay me under 
great obligations, I am, with the greatest legai d and esteem, 

** Your most obedient humble servant, G. HEYNOi.nE*'* 


From 
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From the Rev. John Rigby, B. D. Vicar of Boston. 

“Rev, Sis, Boston, jipril ll, I 7 . 44 . 

“ I have a fa^^our to ask of you with regard to my living of 
Coningsholme near Louth, Magdalen College have been so good 
to Jet a Curacy of ^01* a year be annexed to it for some lime, 
it being so convenient for no person to serv'e as the minister 
of Coningsholme, i believe the College expected to put in a 
Curate alternately; but, as it is a poor place^ and as I can afford 
to allow but veiy little, you would do me a vei'y great kindnesa 
if you would prevail with them to let me put in, at the next 
vacancy {which may be shortly), a very worthy Clergyman's son 
(whose father was lately Vicar of Lowth), whom 1 recommend 
to the Society as a deserving person. Your speedy answer will 
be gratefully acknowledged by. Reverend Sir, 

Your most humble servant, J. Rigby/' 

** Rev. SiK, Bostortj July W, 1745. 

The School of Boston is now vacant; and Mr. Lodingtoa, 
a Fellow of King s College, now Usher of Morpeth School in 
Northinnberland, has offered his service. You will greatly serve 
the Church and State, in answering privately to me the following 
queries, by your enquiries at his College, Is he a man of un¬ 
blemished character for his morals ? Js he a true Catholic, not 
infected with the modern tenets of Socinianism or Presbyteiy ? 
Is he eminent for classical learning ? Js he an eminent composer 
in verse and prose ? Your speedy resolution of these questions 
will enable me to do the service here that iny office requires from, 
Sir, your most immble servant, J, KroBT. 

'"P, S, The information shall never be mentioned, unle&t 
favourable, as coming from you,'* 


From the Rev. Ezekiel Rouse*. 

“ Dxae Doctor, JVJauIfien, Oci. 8, 1744. 

" 1 have nothing to amend in any of the Rev, Mr. Robinaon'i 
performances, and hope they will be of good use if they should 
be published; but as you was pleased to name the Fig-tree in 
particular when I w^as with you, 1 have thought it proper to take 
some notice of it. Whether it will give you any satisfaction or 
no, I am in much doubt. It must be allowed to be a passage in 
Scripture not a little difficult, 

i am sorry i was not at home. I had heard my kinstnan 
was returned from Cambridge, and f want to know how friend* 
did. He went to get a Curate for Harrold, Letters bad proved 
ineffectual. After all his efforts there, he was forced to leave it 
with Mr. Rutherford, as still uncertain. Pray my service to 
Mrs. Grey and Misses. The death of her mother, on account of 

* OF Str John's College, Cambridge^ B. A. ITSSf M. A, 1745, 
iii 4 » Rector of Maulden, BedFordthire, from 1“34 to 1747. 

her 
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her age, could not but be expected. You will please to give my 
iervice to Mr. Clarke, and I am, worthy Sir, 

"Your affectionate humble servant, E. Eouse. 

" Oct, 9. I had writ this letter yesterday, looking out for an 
opportunity of sending it. I have been much uneasy that 1 
ihould not he at home a second time, thinking myself much 
obliged for your repeated favours. I propose waiting on you 
and Mr. Clarke on the first well-settled weather.” 


From Philip Lord Royston *. 

Lord Royston sends his compliments to Dr, Grey, and de¬ 
tires to borrow of Viim any of the newspapers published in King 
Charles the Second's time, about the time of the Popish Plot, if 
be has them in hia study j or the paper called ^ Mercurius Bri- 
tannicus,' which came out in the Civil Wars; or Sir Roger 
L’Estrange's ^ Observators and the volume of pamphlets about 
Jane Wenham*" 


From John Lord St. 

" Sir, Bedford^ Aug, 10, 1757- 

" Our Opponents having procured a large majority of the poor 
freemen resident in the town, there is no way of defeating their 
designs but by the assistance of our out-lying friends, and there- 
foi’e we hope for the favour of their attendance as usual at the 
choice of the next Common Council, on Wednesday the 14th 
Sept I in the morning, when your company will oblige. Sir, 

" Your most obedient servant, St. John/' 


From the Rev. Dr. Robert St. John^- 

" Good Brother, June 27> 17^7* 

" Your own principles, in which I have the honour to agree 
with you, and your iaie civilities, which are to me the best assu¬ 
rances of your friendship, give me the liberty to ask your vote and 
kind assistance for the honour of representing you in tlie ap¬ 
proaching Convocation. 1 beg my compliments to your good 
lady, and am, with the best respect. Sir, 

Yours most affectionately, R. Sx. John/* 

* Philip Lord Royston, afterwards the secoiiit Earl of Hardwicke, 
difitinggish'^d himself, whilst at the Uuiver^ityj for his literafy atuin- 
ments. This billet was writteti in 1759. 

f Tenth Lord St-John of ISIffsoe, He auceeedeJ to the title on the 
death of his brother Richard, in 1722: and died June 24, 1757. 

J Reetor of yieldeii. Bedfurdsbire, He died N ^v. 25, J732, at. SO. 
Sse the ■' Literary Anecdotes," rob L p. 241; vol. ViJ. p. 


From 
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From the Rev, William Salisbury**^* 

*' Duak Sir, Morton^ Dec. 16 , 

I had by the hands of our friend the Chancellorf yonr agree¬ 
able present and obliging letter, I was so pleased with what I had 
read before of your book, that 1 was determined to purchase it, as 
soon as I should come to town. We should have been glad to have 
had the pleasure of your company here, and were indeed greatly 
disappointed in not seeing you* My wife, I am sure, would have 
taken great care of you, as weE in consideration of your infirmi- 
lies, as the great esteem she finds her husband and the Chancel- 
lor have for you, I think to be in town in March, and hope 
then to have the pleasure of seeing you* In the mean time I 
beg you will accept of my hearty thanks, and believe me to be, 
with great i^pect, and all good wishes. 

Your much obliged and obedient servant, W, Salisbury; 

^Mt is said at Chelmsford that vve were defeated by a lajge 
body of Quakers/’ 


From the Rev. Nathanael Salmon t- 

Sir, Btor^ordi Jan. 14, 

** I am higlily obliged to you for the trouble yon have been at 
on my account, particularly for sjieaking to Dr. Lunn, who may 
have one of the books you have, 1 have here sent you tlie three 
Surveys which are printed 5 a fouith is nearly ready, Tlie.^ I 
desire you will do me the honour to accept 5 and a farther 
honour, if yeju please by corrections, for 1 can correct any mis¬ 
take of a former in a later. 

“if you please. Sir, to look again upon the ps^sage you quote 
in p, SS, you will find the arms, Barry of siic, there said to be¬ 
long to Sir John Grej-. Hastang, Earl of Pembroke (not Hunt¬ 
ingdon), is there mentioned as having his arms. La Bfanckct 
quartered with those of the Earl of Kent, 

I was lately at Oxford upon the same trading voyage, and 
succeeded* The Visitation of University College, expected this 
week, is put off till after the PaiUament, Dr* Exton Sayer, a 
principal Member of that Commission, being so much taken ii|> 
with public affairs, cannot till that time attend it. The Members 
are almost all retired to the country, and there is like to be a 
good crop of grass in the Court in Spring. ' i 

^ Mr. Salisbury (of whom seo the ^‘LiteraryAnecdotes," vol, IV, p.40&; 
vol* lx, p. 531 ) wtotit An Epistle from a Country Parson to [John Tay¬ 
lor, LL. D.] a Residentiary of St. Paul's —(Nec lusisse pudet j How.] j 
which a very few copies were printed at Chelmsford, sans date, far the 
use of the Author's friends. 

F Dr. John Taylor, the learripd Grecian, and Chancellor of Lincoln. 

I The industrious Hidtorian of Essex and Herts; of whom see the Lite¬ 
rary Aneedotes," vol. H. p* ITS. 
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"If you will do me the favour to let me have a letter by the 
coach that comes hither on Friday, how many hoolis are ^ne, 
I shall know whether it is proper for me to solicit them once 
more, 1 am, Sir^ 

" Your most obliged and obedient servant, N. Salmon/* 
Sir, Johnson's Courtj Fleet Streett Feb, 95, 

** I had once a kind reproof from you for not making you one 
of my subscribers for Hertfordshire, I have therefore taken the 
liberty of putting your name in the inclosed list, Mr, Taylor of 
St, John's has the two first numbers, if you please to see them, 
I beg my compliments may be presented to the ladies, 

" Dr, Mangey's servant, who brings you this, will convey a 
letter to me if you please. He is at Dr, Snape’s for a day or two, 

" 1 am. Sir, your most obedient servant, N, Salmon/' 


From the Rev. Dr. John Savage*. 

" Sir, 

" I have long intended to have widtten to you, but have never 
had an opportunity of a direct post till now. In answer there¬ 
fore to your first letter, as I think you have a right to any sub¬ 
scription of mine, I gladly give my name to the new Edition of 
Dr, Pocock i and, as to your second letter, the Master of Sydney 
had before informed me of the sheet wanting in Theophanes, and 
I resolved upon it, to procure it by some means or other at my 
going to London, which will not be till to\vards the end of 
November, when you shall undoubtedly hear from me about if. 
In the mean time, *^1 heartily salute to you; and am. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, J, Savage/* 


From the Rev, Dr, William Savage- f-, 

" Rev. and dear Sir, May 31, 1756, 

On Saturday 1 had the favour of a book from you, while Sir 
John Cotton was with me, and with it a receipt for a guinea, 
which I paid to the person tliat brought it, without considering 
the matter; but afterwards looking into my book, 1 found that 
I had paid a guinea, on March 29, 1734, being the first pay¬ 
ment for the " Life of the first Duke of Orniondy and this re¬ 
ceipt, which you sent me on Saturday, was dated teb. 18, 1733M, 
I beg you would explain this matter to me, and let me know 
whether 1 have not paid rhis guinea too much, or whether t^vo 
guineas must be paid for the first payment, and two more upon 
the delivery of the book, as this last receipt expre^es that there 
must be. 1 should be glad to see the Proposals, it you have them 
by you, and to know what the carriage cost. 

• RFiitor of Cbthall, Herts; of 'vhom see the " Literary Anectlotes/* 
vul U p. 3G9. 

t Rector of St. Anne, Btackfriars. Ibid, \^oLILp, 14C. 

I jier- 
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1 ptfvceive Sir Joiin Cotton does not aend for his shave of 
your Madeira j and therefore 1 sliould think myself veiy much 
obliged to you if you would please to spare me some tnore^ my 
stock being almast out. My humble service waits on the ladies, 
and your whole family, i am^ dear Sir, 

Your much obliged faithful servant, Wm. Savaoe/* 


From the Rev. Or. Thomas Sharp*. 

" Dear Sir, D^jtrham, Nov. 9, 1750, 

1 shall scarcely surprize you %vith telling you (because I be¬ 
lieve Sir John has told you before) that 1 have been fool enough 
to risk my Hebrew scraps amongst the Hutchinsoniaos, Indeed 
I have little to say for myself, but that I was pei'suaded to do so 
by sonic people much wiser than myself in those matters- After 
you had returned me the first draught, without much censure, 
though without encoui'agempnt, I went to work again in enlarg¬ 
ing and improving it, for the perusal of the Bishop of Oxford 
first, and next the Bishop of Durham, From the former 1 had 
some 'very useful hints, as well as seasonable corrections j and 
when the latter read it with these further advantages, he was 
pleased to tell me he thought it could not be answered, which 
gave me such encouragement, that after having laid it before 
the two Hebrew Professors of Oxford and Cambridge, and re¬ 
ceiving their approbation, I have ventured to print it. I have 
ordered a copy for you, which 1 beg'' your acceptance of; and 
which is, I hope, more w^oi thy of it than the former draught 
was, to be left at Mr- Thicknesse's, m soon as Knupton delivers 
any out j but how soon that may be, i know not j for as I give 
him the copy, he will publish it at Ins own discretion, The 
lights that have been given me from the Arabic tongue (for I 
understand it not myself) are from Dr. Hunt, as is also the re¬ 
moval of my mistake in believing M* de Calasio was the first 
broacher of Hutchinson’s intei pretation of Elotnm j whereas that 
Hutchinsonian article was thrust into t he Concordance by Itomaine. 

" Sir John looks purely again, but is yet tender, and very 
cautious of going abroad. Yonr daughter is also very ivelL I 
remain. Sir, 

Your affectionate brother and obedient servant, Tho, SHARf." 

Deak Sir, Durham^ Dec. 27. 1/54, 

1 give you many thanks for the favour of yours of the ISlh 
instant. The words in the affidavit, according to the form you 
were so good as to send me are, ^ that the said A, B- knoweth of 
no let or impediment by reason of any pre-contract entered into 
before the 25th day of March 1/54, consanguinity, affinity, or 
any other (egal crime whatsoever to hinder, &c.' Now, unless 
the words other legal cause, he, are, or can be supposed to be, 

• The learneJ and benevolent Arebdeacnn of Nnnhnmberiaiid j of 
whom see the Literary Aneedote!?,” vo!- VH, pp 577— 

deftignetl 
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designed io include pre-contracis since Lacfy^dayt which are de- 
si^nediy ejrcladed in the sentence above^ the affidavit may be duly 
made, and yet the difRcuUy complained of with regard to the 
Parochial Clergy not be removed. 

I am not yet able to recollect whence 1 took my presumption 
of Marriages being anciently solemnized in the woman’s parish; 
but, however that was, it will not ibllow that a Licence should 
secure the Minister’s lee where the man dwells, as well as where 
the woman dwells; because no fee is doe, or should be demanded 
(though it is often in civility given, perhaps too often demanded) 
when a certificate of Banns published is delivered to a man, in 
order to his marriage in another parish. 

'' I return you Mr. Fenwick’s paper, whose solution of the 
emblematical figure over the ark, as ilfr, Hutchinson descrilres it. 
Is much better, I think, than Mr, Hutchinson’s own solution j 
by which Mr. Fenw^ick hath so fiir obtained his end, that he can 
give a sufficient answer to the (question be says the Hutchtn' 
sonians will ask ^ tnz. if their notion of this figure is not right, 
what other notion are we to have ? Out, if Mr. Fenwick can be 
content to w^aiC till my thoughts on Cherubim are published (and 
I hope Knapton will not try his patience as he has done mine), 
he may perhaps find reason to doubt whether thisare of which 
Mr. Hutchinson gives the draught so knowingly was that 0 / the 
Cheruhim on the mercy-seat j for it is neither certain that the 
same beasts which are described in Ezekiel s Cherubim, and in 
the Revelations, were exhibited in the Tabernacle, or a 
Eden j or, if they wore, that they looked down on the mercy‘seat, 
as Mj\ Hutchinson delineates them. One half of them surely 
could not, for they looked another way ; and, I think, it may 
be time enough to enquire after an explanation of such Jigures, 
and their postures on the mercy-seat, when such figures them* 
selves in such postures are proved by any proper authoi'ity; and 
till they are so proved^ Mr. Fenwick will have no just foundation 
for his ingenious conjecture, though it may serve well enough 
in the mean time to obviate the Hiitchinsonian query ivithaL 

'' Perhap'^, likewise, he will not hold it so necessary to include 
the brute creation in the xIictkj Rom. viii, when he 

recollects that the same writer speaks of the Gospel being 
])reached to cilery creature under heaven. Col, i. ^ i and that 
our Saviour commanded it to be preached to every creature^ Mark 
xvi. 15; in both which places the Greek is yjtu'H. 

""The observation in the Talmud, concerningEzekiefs Cheni- 
him representing the whole animal creation by the four chiefs, is 
well enough adapted by I^lr. Hutchinson to his Kuhbim; and may 
without any impropriety be considered (as others have taken it) 
as a combination of the services of all the animal creation to 
the glory of God. Or, if these animals weie really on the mercy- 
seat too, they may be looked upon (as they were by Spencer) as 
suitable ornaments of that throne on w'hicli God was represented 
as sitting in Majesty; but farther than this, J fear, we cannot 
go in accounting iimv the Cherubim should be represcatative of 

Voi.. IV. A A thv 
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the animal creation. As for the four standards of the Israelites' 
camp, I wish we had belter authority for it than the Jewish 
Writers, Bishop Patrick and other learned men think the 
story is not to be depended upon. Therefore, although I hare 
mentioned it in my pieces on Cherubim, as 1 have the Talmudic 
observation above, yet I dare not lay any stress on either. 
Conjectures, \ihen evidence is wanting, are always acceptable, 
especially when propounded with modesty, as Mr* Fenwick's 
is. I should not have given inyself any trouble, even about 
Mr. Hutchinson's, if he and his followers had not set it up as 
the first article in Revealed Religion, spoke of it as indisputabiy 
prove{l, and reflected on the whole Christian World for not ac^ 
bn owl edging it sooner. Yours, &c. Thomas Shaeip.'* 


From Mr, John Shuckeurgh^*^, 

Oear Sir> Temple Bar, Aug. 7# 1774. 

I received the favour of yours, and am obliged to you for the 
offer you ai e pleased to make for a new set of the General Dic¬ 
tionary. The reason of my agreeing to let Mr. Lipyeat have a 
set of them for ten pounds, was because the Earl of Aylesbury 
was pleased to send me a second-hand set, which was bought of 
Mr. Osborne. I was glad of having the opportunity to oblige 
him, but he not thinking proper to have them, I have since db' 
posed of thenj, and should be very ready to give twelve pounds 
for such a set as you desire. To give you you an instance Of 
my being very willing to oblige you, I will send you a new set, 
bound as you desire, for twelve guineas. 

" Your very humble servant, J. Shuckevrgh " 


From the Rev, Wieuam Smith M. A* 

Dear Sir, Harlesion, June ^3, 173S. 

I thank you, and think myself as much obliged to you as 
possible for your last. The favour it requested was only asked 
with the same (though indeed tacit) proviso you grant it with, as 
i hope you plainly perceived. Virgil came safe} and when you please 
to let me know the price, it shall be paid to niy friend Still. Dr, 
BroomeJ and he have lately had a learned debate about the lOLh 
line ill the second Satire of Juvenal, iHter Soa'aiicos notissima J'ossu 
cina;dos. The Doctor, wlio is veiy tender of characters (and for 
that reason titter to be made a Father of the Church), will have it, 

♦ Many years a respectable Bookseller near Temple Bar. 

+ Of Emanuel College, Cambridge} B. A. 1711 } Rector of Hemers- 
6 eld, otherwise St. Mary South Elmham, in SofFulk, 17 S 1 . Mr* Smith 
was also Chaplain ami Schoolmaster at Harkston, in Norfolk, to which 
be was nominated by the Master and Fellows of Emanuel Colleg^e; received 
the annual salary of 54 f. and kept school in a house provided for that pur* 
poie by the Inhabitants. Noifolk) 

t Dr. William Broome, Rector of Stursion, Suffolk, an elegant Poetj 
and a very useful assistant to Pope in his Commeutary on Homer* 

Prideaux, 
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MTithDrPrideauXj that that line as it stands (and according to Dr* 
Bronnie it should stand so) falls heavy upon Socrates j and with his 
mighty reasons has at last convinced Stillingfleet* Master Lubin, 
tile best Commentator^ in my opinion, on that author, is directly 
against them. Tell me, dear Sir, at your leisure, whether I 
must give him up or not, and you will cKiremely oblige 

^ ^ Y ours h eartily , VV n * Sm i t h / * 


From the Rev, Robert Smyth 

SiH, IVoodstorij 7i€ar Peterborought 1745. 

I wait upon you with this letter upon the encouragement 
given me by a neighbour of mine, Mr. Whitehead of Standground, 
w'ho has lately told me that he saw you at Cambridge, where he 
obliged me in recommending to you a scheme of mine in the 
business of the Sheriffs, and in which 1 find 1 am to be obliged 
likewise to you for any thing in your power by way of assistance 
towards it* As this. Sir, calls u[jon me to return you my best 
thanks for so obliging an offer, 1 take this opportunity of doing 
it; and, at the same time, of acquainting you with the nature 
and extent of my undertaking, that you may have the ■whole in 
one view, and best judge in what way you can make yourself a 
contributor tow'ards it* 

It is now about three years since that I happened by accident 
to form this design, and engaged in it merely from the curiosity 
of the subject, as being a valuable part of our antiquities j my 
plan to build upon being that of Dr* Fuller In his Worthies, who 
has given us lists of the Sheriffs in the several Counties from 
Henry JI* to the end of Charles L together with their arms and 
seats, from the time of Richard II. j and some shoil inemoim of 
the most remarkable persons who bad borne the office. This 
plan I propose to enlarge not a little, by beginning at the Cott- 
quest, and bringing the lists down to the present times, distin¬ 
guishing each Sheriff all the way by his proper title of honour , 
seat, and coat-armourj and adding the liistory of theduef fami¬ 
lies and persons, with such a mixture of their pedigrees and de¬ 
scent as seems proper to attend the whole, and particularly to 
oliserve in whom, and when, any such families came to a con¬ 
clusion, and in what others their honours, fortunes, &c. became 
settled liy their heirs female, and so as to carry this latter part 
through (though this part to be only mentioned in brief) to the 
present possessoi's of them f. 

This being the plan I propose to follow, if it be approved 
of, or at least for the most part, you ^vill see it at once to be a 
very large one, and that it will require the assistance of many 
people to bring it any thing near perfection* It will be seen like¬ 
wise fj^om hence what I shall want for caiTying it on, as, nanielv, 
collections of pedigrees and arms, memoii^s of jjeisons, both an- 

• Of whom see the Literary Aocedutes,^* vo!, V* p. ^7; vol. Vll, p, a8(?* 
+ This infeiidetJ work Mr* Smyili did not live to complete. I have 
2 few fragments of it among fUr* JSruytffs MSS. 
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tieiit anti modern, monumental inscriptions (which last I confine 
almost n'holly to the men, taking no notice of the women, exr 
cept the wives by whom families were continued, or any of them, 
arjd their daughtei's, were someway more than ordinary eminent), 
as likewise to have the several lists reviewed by some able person 
or persons in each county. If in any of these respects you can 
give me your assistance, you will do me no small favour. 

“ I have already done some of the counties, though not all of 
them alike, several counties having so far little or nothing pub¬ 
lished about them; and have particularly drawn out 17 of the lists, 
not hitlieilo all completed, some of which are already abroad for 
assistance, and in the hands of very curious knowing people; and 
I have some others to send shortly, when they shall be quite pre¬ 
pared. I need add no more at present, as I shall hope soon for your 
answer, unless it be, that if you have in your coUection any list 
of Sheriffs, or part of such, you will much oblige me with a copy of 
the same, which may be seat to Mr, Laxton^, Fellow of St, John’s, 
who c^n very easily forward it to me, or any thing else you may 
have to send. As I know Bedford to be your own County, i shall 
just inform you that the list of this County, with Bucks, has been 
for some time under the leview of Browne Willis, Esq*; but I 
should be giad it might wait upon you after he has done with it, 
or any one else you may know proper in the two Counties; as ! 
shall the same for any thing you can collect for my purpose there, 
or to Cambridge, where you aj“e. 1 send this letter by Mr, Laxton 
hiraselfj and Mr, Whitehead’s compliments, who is now at 
Woodston. 1 am. Sir, your most obliged, &c. Robt* Smyth." 

" ^'SiR, Woodston, March IS, 1745. 

** I am favoured with your letter, for the contents of which 1 
am much obliged to you, as I shall the same hereafter for any 
(hlng you can meet %vith relating to my scheme. Though I 
looked t>ver the Catalogue of MsS in the several Libraries at 
Cambridge, as added to those at Oxford, &c. I could see very 
liulo in them to my purpose; only in the Library at Caius, where 
art: the Visitation-books of alniost every County, a sight of which, 
by one or two at a time, I was much desirous to have; but, on 
application made, I found they would nut lend them out of Col¬ 
lege, Ferimps the review ot this Catalogue might afford something 
else worth the transcribing; and, if it should, as you have the vo¬ 
lume in more Libraries than one, you will do me service in any 
thing curious thence collected; any list of Sheriffs, antient or more 
modern, or pans of such ; lists of Knights of any order; collec¬ 
tion of arms, &c. not too tedious in taking a copy of, will be 
useful to me. I have most of the inodern Sheriffs for Cambridge 
and Hams, and those likevvise fur Bedford ; but, if you have a 
list of eitlier, or can procure one, you will oblige me with send- 

Robi^rt L:ixtuti, uf St John's College, Carabrid^e; B. A. 174^; M.A. 
1 j4b. H(? WA^ nrtjsefited in 175^ tw the Rectory of Letberhed in Surrey, 
whtre he rehtiitt ibe par^onagfe-Siouse in 1763 ; ;tnd died, by a Ml from 
bU burae, July 7, 1767- See the “ LlTerary Auecdoies," vuh IV. p. 346. 
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ing it, especially for those that follow at the end of Chap. T 
where Dr Fuller concludes, to 1666, including the Eump She- 
rifife, which must be inserted for the sake of tlie series, as lawful 
ones were wanting^ tlie adding too any of their seats, where 
wanting, and their arms will be fartiier useful j and tive same for 
the Slieriffs in any County higher up, whose seals or arms are 
wanting in Di\ Fuller, or unexact and wrong, as some are in all 
the counties, 1 do not care how many lists I meet vvilhj as all 
haTe their use, as well as errors and defects j and, by com- 
panng them together, the true list will be better made out. 
The appointment of Toby Combe for Hei'eford by the Parliament 
fidls within my scheme to observe, if 1 pursue my rn*st design, 
tdi!, to give an account of any branch of a family in tiieir proper 
county, when any other merits notice elsewhere, 

** 1 ahall need to add no more at present, as 1 shall trouble 
you farther if 1 discover any thing about you proper to my 
scheme, except that I have enquired at our Society* about your 
book, which 1 find has been received, and Mr. Bradfield under¬ 
took to send the subscript ion-money for you to Mr, I^xfou at St. 
John's. He says, the first part was j>aid to liim for Ml*, Shaw, and 
not the second, as he remembers j and this he received last week, 
and told me that he would take care to forward it to you. I think 
this Society has not the honour of your name enrolled amongst 
its members; and, as I am fallen upon the mention of it, 1 shall 
ask it of you in the name of my brethren. It has but one condi¬ 
tion for its honorary membei^those at a distance a present of 
some book, either in history^ antiquities, philosophy, &c, eac|i 
of which has the donor's name entered into the title-page in per- 
peiuam rei memorianiy all designed at last to be added to the 
Public Library in the Cathedral. V\'e have already a very curious 
and valuable Colleclion, which would be glad to open itself to 
your view, if any occasion should draw you this way, when 1 
should be no less so to wait upon you both there and at Woodston. 

** 1 am, Sir, your veiy obliged bumble servant, Rob. SmytkZ* 


From the Rev. Matthias Symson'I', M. A. 

" Rev. Sin, London June 14, 1734. 

"As you are now engaged with Neal, I chose rather to be offi¬ 
cious, than omit any thing I imagine could be of service against him 
and his sect, which I abominate. Daniel Neal, in his Letter to 
the Rev. Dr. Hare (when the Doctor had preached a Visitation 
Sermon), page 18, line 2, has these express words: ‘ All the 
world knows that the Church of Scotland, about the time of the 

* The Gentlemen’s Society at Peterborough i of which see the '■ Lite- 
rarv Anecdotes, voh VI. p. 136. 

f Prebendary of Lincoln, 1718; Rector of Moorby. and Curate of 
Brudney, in that county, 17 S 8 ; in whieb year lie was presented by 
Dr,Gibson, Bishop of London, to the Rectory of VVeninf^ton in Essca, He 
publifbed, in 1708, Visitatiou Sermon on the Necessity of a lawful 
Ministry;'’ also A Sermon preached on the of May, 17 i 29 |” and 
“ Three Sermons on the Lord's Prayer, J737*** He died in 1743. 

Revolution, 
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Kevolutionj rejected tlie Eoglish Liturgy and discipline^ after 
they had made trial of it for above twenty yeai's/ Shall 1 reckon 
the impudence or ignorance of this fellow the greatest ? Is he 
fit to write a Histoiy, or manage a controversy, that knows 
nothing of the matter, and yet asserts a thing with the utmost 
assui'ance? It is well known, and none in all the world knows 
otherwise, that the English Liturgy or discipline was not used 
in Scotland before the Revolution. Their Bishops indeed had 
been consecrated by the Eoglish Ordinal j but, as for public 
worship in all churches and chapels, the officiating minister was 
left to bis own discretion in prayers, praises, and sacraments, as 
well as m preaching. The cross in Baptism was not used, nor 
genuflexion in the Communion enjoiiied. In discipline, they 
had no Chancellors, their Deans and Archdeacons were nominal, 
and kept no Courts } all their discipline was by the Parish Minis¬ 
ters, within proper districts, who generally met once a month 
for expounding Scripture, examining candidates, and hearing 
causes of spiritual cognizance, all which met twice a yem" in a 
Piocesan Synod, whei'ein the Bishop presided; nor did, or could 
a Bhihop do any act but commune Fresbyterorum Consilio^ So it 
was not English Liturgy and discipline they threw off ;—no | it 
was even such an Episcopacy as Baxter, Bates, Manlon, Calamy, 
and such like, would have gladly accepted ; no Liturgy, Surplice, 
or Ceremonies; no Lay-Chancellors, or censures for cases of 
any thing but what Is purely Ecclesiastical. Yet this is what 
Daniel Neal, good man and tmue ! calls English Liturgy and 
discipline ! If this should be of any service, I shall be heaitily 
glad I can contribute, was it but a mite: if not, you see my zeal. 

"Mf you and Dr. Warren would think of a proper tutor and 
College where my son might be admitted, to pass on the time 
till he keep his last Term, in order to a degree in Law, 1 should 
be glad to hear from you, directed to be left at the Sun, in Great 
Swan Alley, Coleman-street, for. Reverend Sir, 

Y’our most humble servant, Mat, Sv ms on/* 

Rev. SiK, Londonf Jlug.7f 

I should be glad to hear if you and Dr. Warren came to any 
resolution. I should also be glad of Dr. Webster’s acquaintance 5 
as 1 am well pleased with the design of the ^ Weekly Miscellany,* 
eo I am fully persuaded I could contribute, now and then, some¬ 
thing to its advancement, which, if you please, you may intimate 
to him. Since I saw you, 1 have been at Oxfordi and, returning by 
Reading, 1 stayed two or three Sundays, and officiated for an old 
acquaintance^ during the time he wTnt for institution and induc¬ 
tion to a Living, the Vkar^ of his parish (as Chancellor of Sarnm) 
hud presented him to ^ got into company with an Anabaptist 
Teacher, a good Grecian, and a very ingenious man, a rigid 
Anti-Calvinist. After much discoui-se, especially that the schism 
in England was needless, and all the advantage could be got by 

^ Witthig: Cokoii, iiF q'rinitr Collejre, Cainbritlge; B. A. 1719; SIL k* 
; CbanceJlar of the CUiirch of Sarum j Vicar of Odiliam, Hauls, 
and of St, Giles, Reading. He died Dee. 15, 1755, 60, 

Nonconformity 
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Nonconformity did more harm to the common cause of Christi¬ 
anity than that could countervail 5 he ingenuously owned he 
believed it was so, and assured me of his design to eoiifonn, 1 
told him, that as I was for Clerical Baptism, he must be reguiariif 
initiated into the Church; for, being dipped in tlieir way, w-as 
what 1 would not venture my own‘Church^membership upon; 
and that, as he intended for Orders, 1 bid him read over the Of¬ 
fice, and see if he could conscientiously answer the first question, 
and that a proper interval would he necessary for his Novitiate, 

" 1 am to be heard of, at Mr, StrahaiVs, the Golden Ball in 
Cornhill j and am, with the greatest respect, Rew Sir, 

Your most humble servant, Matt. Symson/' 

'' Rev. Sir, Sept. 9, 1735. 

I received yours, and accpiainted Mr. Strahan with the con¬ 
tents. He desired a little rime to consider of the pmposal about 
your ' Answer to Sir Isaac Newton / and hist night he told me 
he did not care to meddle: it being ao abstruse subject, he did 
not know how it would take, anil, besides, he believed it would 
be difficult to get an octavo set of Rapin. I (hank you for your 
care about my son, and am sorry that your University-nien and 
I have different ways of thinking. Shall a man be perpetually 
bat'red, even when no expulsion or open censure wtis ever against 
him ? Js therc no place for amendment and reformation t Can 
no length of time wear out a piccadillo ? Can imposition of 
hands from two several Bishops have no weiglit among them ? 
Is a Priest incapable of being a Freshman ? or one capable of 
cure of souls, and probably (may be) incumbent of that very 
parish wherein their College is situated, not admissible as a 
member among their Society? 1 protest T am at a loss to account 
for such things. The Crown purges all attainder? j and 1 should 
imagine so sliould Priest’s Orders all former fhuUs. I dare 
say ^r. Adams means well j but what then ? So did many 
puritans 5 but, alas 1 they were needlessly scrupulous when they 
pretended, and many of them intended conscience. 1 doubt the 
Master of Sydney * did not know that my son has (under his 
Tutor’s h^n^ and seal) a testimonial of his Terms, with free leave 
for Ills being admitted into any Collie, dated last Christmas. If 
he knew not that, I desire he may bo informetl of it, which I 
presume may induce him to grant admission ; otherwise 1 must 
believe him very inflexible, to say no worse. 

My son has now got upwards of per anmnn ; but he 
labours hard for it, in three I^nclon Churches: Morning Reader 
all Litany-days, and Occasional Pi'eacher in one j Afternoon Sun¬ 
day Reader in another j and administers the Communion every 
Sunday morning between 6 and 7 o’clock in a third. He has a very 
audible voice, and behaves himself hitherto with great prudence. 

I thank you for your intended present of your s^onablc 
' Answer to Neal/ and all your other fevours, of which f shall 
always have a grateful remembrance j and remain. Reverend Sir, 
Vf Your most humble obliged sei'vant. Matt. Symso??.” 

* Dr. Jtibn Ad ami. 


Rev. 
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Rev. Sib, j^pril 1737- 

I sent a messenger with money to Mr. Bettenham's tbr one 
eopy of the Answer to the second volume of Neal's History, and 
for two copies of the third, and in my letter, I told him I sent 
in yoor name. Yesterday I got the MSS. returned from Mr. 
Strahan, who will not engage in it unless you would take off 100 
copies, I think to try Mr. Watson, who printed Bishop Madox's 
Answer to the first volume. He is a man tiiat wishes well to 
the true Church party, and has suffered Government punishment 
for it 5 but i am afraid it will scarcely take. The Bishop has 
not used him well. He not only has got a great many copies 
in sheets from him, but several of them bound, not only in calf, 
but in Turkey and Morocco leather, finely gilt and bound, for 
the Royal Family, for which he never got a farthing. 1 think 
the world much obliged to you for your indefatigable pains j for 
my own part, I must think you have done excellently well, and re¬ 
presented our pretended godly Saints and Reformers in their own 
colours, I think you have been rather too gentle with all of 
them, I wish you had seen a book of two volumes, called ' The 
History of the name of Gordon;' but I wrote a Preface to it, 
and altered the title to ^ The History of Scotland from , _.. to 
lfi90, wherein," &c. That Author cites the Scots Act of Parlia¬ 
ment {which I never knew any do before), wherein wdiat may 
be called the sale of the King is sole meridiano clarior, 

** Some of my friends have been very earnest for me to be D, I>.j 
and accordingly, without any motion in me, have prevailed with 
the University of Edinburgh to be willing to send me a Diploma 
to that effect, and insist, profornidt that 1 should exhibit a testi¬ 
monial, which one of their Regents (by the Professor of Divinity's 
approbation), has sent to me ia the most general terms imagi¬ 
nable, that I should get signed by some Clergymen of figure that 
I am acquainled with; and though 1 shall keep' it in petto till there 
be some favourable time to declare it: yet, as I have same expec¬ 
tations, 1 know that degree will be of some service one time or 
other. It is a favour that could scarce he expected from that 
quarter, from men of their principles to one of so I would 

willingly take them in the humour ; for when the new ‘ Present 
State of Scotland' comes out, with my amendments and altera¬ 
tions (which la now in the lU'ess), I dare almost say I cannot 
have such another favourable time for it. The form is so far 
from being rigid, that I dare say neither Oxford nor Cambridge 
would accept of one in svich general terms; viz. * These are 
certifying, that the Rev. Matthias Symson, Master of Arts, Pre¬ 
bendary of the Cathedral Church of Lincoln, and Rector of 
Wenington in Essex is a person of good letters and knowledge, 
particularly in Divinity; is of a fair character as to his morals; 
and well affected to his Majesty s person and government ■ there¬ 
fore we judge him worthy to be honoured with the degree of 
Doctor in Divinity by any University which will be pleased to 
confer the same degree upon him. VVitiiCfeis, 1 ajn to get 

the 
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the same signed (but on a different pai>er) by at least two Dis- 
lentijig Teachers, which i shall be a little puzzled in 3 but Dr, 
Hay, Vicar of Coleman Street, says he has engaged one, so that 
J must struggle for another. As you are well known, and also 
Pj^octor for the Diocese, your hand will be equal to two others. 

I hope you will not refuse it, which will be a singular ^vour 
clone to. Reverend Sir, 

** Your most humble and obliged servant, Symson-'* 

Rev, Sir, Tendon, May 10, 1757- 

" I received yours, and return you my hearty thanks for your 
kind promise. The thing designed was not my motion in the 
least, but came from two gentlemen of ilgure and character, 
who assured me they will bring it to bear. There can be no dif¬ 
ficulties but tw'O 3—one is, to get, if possible, the hands of two 
or three non-contents, because 1 ha^ e not acquaintance with any 
such 3 and the other (which indeed can scarce be called one) is, 
that at present there is no Head, or Principal there, which 
judke lis The Magistrates of Edinburgh, who are Sole-Patrons 

and Cuiutors, have elected Dr. Wisheart, a Londoner, to ^ 
Principal 3 and also presented him to a Church (in genei al) in 
that City 3 but as no parish has given him a call, the Presbytery 
powerfully oppose him, because he is not a true blue, fiery, hot 
zealot 3 and has asserted something in Sermons pit;uclied at his 
Meeting in this neighbourhood, favouiablc to good works in 
justification j and, as he is a rich man (being nephew lo^ the late 
Admiral of that name), be will not accept of the Headship singly 
(which is worth 150 L with a good house and fine garden), though 
it be in a manner a genteel sinecure. My friends having recom- 
mended me to him for his hand, I waited upon him last Saturday: 
1 was surprized at his civility. He said, as multitude of Law's 
was a sign of a bad Government, and strictness in pcess has 
proved the pest of religion, he is afraid the Scot's Kirk is in a 
declining condition 3 for every year their General As^mbly mul- 
tiphes their Acts, which ai’e so intricate and puzzling, and ex¬ 
ecuted with more warmth than discretion, it will be necessary, 
in time, to erect Faculties and Professorships in Colleges, to ex¬ 
plain them, as the Papists have done theii* Canon Law* He 
added, that as the case is to come this very month before the 
Assembly, he could not in pi udence meddle in it, but will write 
down to die Professor Ordiuarius in luy favour 3 but if the cause 
go for him, there shall be no difficulty. At present I have no 
prospect of preferment. I would rather resign my little Lincoln¬ 
shire Living to my son, if I c:ui get the Patron in the mind. 
Rut I must beg leave to undeceive you as to Scots degrees, both 
as to law and fact. Their Statutes and Privileges are confirmed 
by the Union, and, inter alia, they confer cunctu privilegia, 

(tali gradu) mpiatn concedi salent, S^c.i —anti, in fact, though the 
late Archbishop was not very willing to allow them, yet, when 
Mr. Baron Scroop went with Mr.Chalmers, who is M. A. of Aber¬ 
deen, one of the London Clergy, who has signed my certificate. 
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and told his Grace he would bring it into Westminster Hall, it 
ended that malterj and he got a Fiat. 1 can give 
stances since then, particularly Dr. Gi'aham, %yho holds Blank- 
ney and Rowston near Lincoln i so that now it is a ruled case; 
but 1 am afraid 1 shall never have opportunity or good occasion 
to try it. The Dean has gone a progress into the West, to en¬ 
quire into the real worth of several estates. However, seeing so 
many hands of Clergymen of note, 1 hope you will not refuse to 
get your name. Member in Convocation for the Diocese of Lin¬ 
coln, in one of the blanks (when Mr. Underhil signed it, 
who is a man of letters, and is a Writer in the Controversy for 
Dr. Waterland, he should have left more room either above or 
below); or, if you do not please to sign in any of these places, 
you may sign in the blank column just over against Dr. K. Clark, 
who is one of tlie King*s Chaplains. If need be, I can get many 
more hands. Pray return the Certificate, either by post or car¬ 
rier, whichsoever wdll be the soonest; and the tw'o volumes by 
iattei^ end of next week, unless you think fit to buy them. 

“ I have hereby returned your MSS, according to order; and 
have borrowed for ten days ‘ Gordon’s History,* in two volumes, 
i wrote the Preface, and you will perceive the villainy of the 
Puritans from their first appearance^ through the whole period 
of his book. Jjook in p. 526 and p. 560 , which 1 have marked 
down. It being usual at Laiiieations (or Commencements) for 
the Regent Professor to ehuse three or four of the candidates to 
make verses or declamations, my Regent was pleased to pick 
me up, and assign me a subject, vvhich was in its utmost flourish, 
though it fiided afterwards. 

I am, with great respect. Reverend Sir, 

“ Your most humble and obedient servant, M. Symscjn.’* 

'' Rev. SiK, London^ Dec. I 7 f 1738 ^ 

About ten days ago my son waited at your house with my 
humble service, but had not the happiness to find you at home. 
He has now been very near three years out of College: my cir¬ 
cumstances, at that time, would not allow me to keep him there; 
nor did 1 think his stay there proper, lest his brother might have 
been cast in his teeth. We could not prevail with Dr. Warren 
to certify for him any further than—that he was admitted at such 
a time, kept so many Terms, his name was taken out such a 
day, and has leave to be admitted into any other College;—no 
mention that he may be re-admitted in the same College (though 
I should not at all insist upon it), nor that he left College without 
any censure, which the Bishop thinks cannot be refus^, if it be 
true, as it certainly is, that he was not censured; nor did King’s 
College any way censure their Fellow that was more than Sociiw 
in what my son was blamed for. The Bishop of Lincoln^ pro¬ 
mised a long while ago to ordain him; but puts it off because Dr. 

* Dr, Richard Reynolds. 


Lunn 


REV, MATTfHAS SYMSON TO DR. Z, GREY. 363 


Lunn* will not present hinij as if tliat Bishop had only one Arch¬ 
deacon, or that no Deputy could be appointed. The Archdeacoo 
told me that he will not do it himself^ but will not hinder any 
other. Being thus tossed between two for three years together, 
I procured a title in Surrey; and, having shewed sufficient testi¬ 
monials, the Bishop's only demur is, how he left College } and 
told me he would by this post write to Dr, Warren about it. 
My desire to you is, that you would forthwith wait on the Doctor, 
and expostulate the matter why he, as a Tutor, and in a private 
capacity, for we do not desij'e it as iociim- ienenst cannot certify 
that my son left College, no public censure having been inflicted 
on him, 1 think my son has performed a long quarantine; the 
Canon requires but for three years last past, and 1 may safely 
say, his behaviour, since he left College, and has been moi'e im¬ 
mediately under my eye, has been such as I may in conscience 
answer for. He is now upwards of g? years old, and has got a 
more I’egular way of thinking than when he was younger* If 
frolicks and other follies of youth be a perpetual bar against 
Orders, I fancy a great many wifJ be stopped. 1 must beg your 
immediate assistance, for the Bishop expects from Di% Warren a 
speedy answer; and that thereof you will speedily apprise. Rev. Sir, 
Your humble and most obedient servant, Matt* Svmson."^ 
Rbv. Sifl, Prikland’s Courtj Coleman Street, June 15,173S- 
1 have some grounds to believe that a friend of mine lately 
sent you ^ A Letter from a Fi'eeholder in the Country,' &c,; but 
found he had been so rude and clownish as not to get it either 
franked or freed. I should take it as a singular fevoiir if you 
will be pleased, in a letter, to let me have your thoughts upon 
the whole, which will be an atlditional obligation to the many 
you have already conferred on, dear Sir, yours, &c. M. Symson." 

From the Rev. Corn Ewall TathwelL'I'p 

Rev* Doctor, SL John^s, Jan, 29, 1746* 

1 find you are resolved to be beforehand with me in obliga¬ 
tions when you talk of a return for a tiifle greatly overpaid by 
the young Ladies kind acceptance* 

1 was not a subscriber to Mr. Russel's useful edition of * The 
Apostolic Fathers and though I blush to accept what I have 
not the least claim to, I do not know how to refuse so obliging 
an offer without seeming to doubt of its sincerity, or to disdain 
assistance in my studies from one so eminent in the ieaiTied 
world as Dr. Grey* 

* Dr. William Lunn (son of tbe Rev. Edward Lunn, Vicar of Nonrng- 
toii, and Rector of Denton, Kent), was of Bene’t College, Cambridge; 
B. A. 1682; M, A. and Fellow, 1685; Rector of Elswurth, Cjim bridge- 
shire; Proctor for the Clergy of the Diocese, 1708 ; in the CtuninissJon 
of the Peace, and afterwards Archdeacon of Huniingdou, 1725. He pub¬ 
lished, “ The use and abuse of Philosophy in matters of Religion ; a Ser¬ 
mon preached at Bishop’s Stortford School Feast, Aug* 22, 1710*” He 
died March 17, 1745, and was buried at Els worth* 
f Of whom see the *'Literary Anecdotes," voJ* VIL pp* 411, 637; 
\oh IX. p, 566. 

'«The 
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“ The intricacy of the ways about Houghton was owing to our 
ignorance. We were a sort of Knight-errantSj who had vi andcred 
out of our knowledge* Your house seemeil an eiichanled Castle, 
that fled before us, and the bad roads we boasted to have over¬ 
come were only the monsters our fears had conjured up for us to 
encounter with. Besides, as my friend was a little past the time of 
life for such adventures, it is no wonder our complaints were 
much beyond our real grievances* However, our case in the 
end was very different from that of the Heroes in Romance- They 
triumphed over all dangers^ to relieve distressed Ladies j w^e, on 
the contrary, were in great distress, and Mrs. Grey and the young 
Ladies were the kind Heroines who happily relieved us- 

I do not doubt but the country about Houghton is enchant¬ 
ing indeed in Summer j and 1 assure you I am so much more 
encouraged by our agreeable reception, and your obliging invita¬ 
tion, than discouraged by any difficulties f met with in my last 
visit, that I veriiy believe 1 shall be hardy enough some time next 
Summer {whenever 1 am at liberty from my attachments to this 
place) to make an excursion from hence, break through the sjjell, 
and do myself the pleas me to wait upon you* 

Our very worthy and ingenious Professor of Arabic, Dr. 
Hunt, a good friend of mine, is going to publish by subscrip¬ 
tion, * A Compendium of the History of Egypt,* wrote in Arabic 
by one jibfhllatipht an Arabian Physician, with a Latin Transla¬ 
tion and Notes* Proposals for the work may be seen, and sub¬ 
scriptions taken in, at Mr* Thu rib our n's. If you would be so 
good as to recommend this to any of your acquaintance w'ho 
have a taste for Oriental learning, I shall take it as a particular 
favour, added to the many already conferred upon one who ha^ 
the highest reason to subscribe himself, with compliments to 
Mrs. Grey and the young Ladies, 

Your obliged and humble servant, Co knew all Tathwell/* 
" Rev. Doctob, St. JoAnV, May 15, 1747. 

I was so unfortunate as to be in Lincolnshire at the time 
your kind letter came, by which means I never saw it till a great 
while after the datej and, as I am but just returned to College, 
this is the first opportunity J have to thank you for your kind pre¬ 
sent. I am very sorry the Music-sellei" should make such a mistake 
as to send a Cantata which wanted a leaf j but I write to a friend 
in town this post to call upon him, and enclose it in a frank 
with this 5 and 1 hope they will both kiss your hands at the same 
time. I should be very glad to do Dr. Rutherforth some service, 
on account of the value I have for his pieces, as well as for the 
worthy gentleman who recommended him As Moderator, I 
have introduced some time ago his ' Tnstltutiones Physicse' into 
our College exercise ; but the good friend you saw with me bai 
subscribed for me, and all I have spoke to hitherto had been ap- 
plied to before* However, I will persist with a great deal of 

* OF Ibis le&rned Divine, and hU various publkarions, sec the Lite¬ 
rary Anecdotes/’ voL VII. p. 362 * ' 

pleasure 
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pletisure in my endeavours to serve him; and if I am so happy as 
to procure any subscribers, and our Booksellers have no receipts, 

I will let you know, and trouble you to send some. I have de¬ 
livered the inclosed letter the first opportunity, though I am 
sorry I had none till a few days ago. I hope this delay, which 
was really out of my power to prevent, was of no ill consequence. 

Your answer of the following queries, as soon as you have an 
opportunity to inform yourself about tl\em, I shall take as a great 
favour:—Whether it is practicable for one who'has kept ten 
Terms after taking the degree of A. B, in Oxford, upon pi oduciug 
a Certificate from his College of this, to take a Batchelor of Phy¬ 
sic's degree in Cambridge? If it is practicable, in what method 
can it be done ? What additional expenee is that degree whea a 
man is obliged to ooitipound for it? and to what may the w'holc 
charge of taking the degree amount ? 1 am your very obliged 

and obedient humble servant, Cornew^all Tatuw^ell" 

Good Si a, Louth, Sept. 9, 1747. 

My Father did me the pleasure to communicate to me your 
kind letter. I propose to leave this place by the latter end of this 
month ; but if you will oblige me so far as to write to me as soon 
as possible, and send half a dozen of the receipts you mention, 
1 am in hopes to dispose of some before I go, and my Father will 
endeavour to get off the rest. 

shall take it as a great favour to have the pleasure of 
perusing your * Chemical 1-ectures;' though I dare say they differ 
very much from those 1 attendedi for Boerhaave quite reformed 
the science I and our reader Dr. Alcock has made some consider¬ 
able improvements even upon tiie processes of that great man. 

" Monro, the Professor at Edinburgh, is the most famous 
Anatomist in Europe j and the advantage of attending the Hos¬ 
pital at the same time, is what neither of our Universities would 
afford me. Not to mention that the other Professors, as they 
each apply to one particular branch of Physic, and constantly 
read every Winter courses that last several months, are deservedly 
more eminent than our Professoi^ who look upon their places 
as sinecures. 

My Father returns you thanks for the copy of I ludibras, winch 
he has got from Mr. Kent, and it is now binding. He has not 
seen Mr. Crawford yet. Mr. Kent and Mr. White return their 
compliments. I suppose you have heard that the latter has been 
married some time to Lady Haversham- 

“ Your obliged humble servant, Cornewall Tathw'eli.. 


From the Rev, John Towersey^, 

Hoxoureo Doctor, Bedford, A'or. 1738. 

I am afraid the letter J sent by the baker some days ago to 
you may have inii^carried, as the man who bi'ought it to Hough- 

# Of TniiiW Cufieue, CaiulmUge; B« A. M.A. 1T03; H. D. ITlfi- 

ton 
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Ion can give me no account of the delivery of it, but says he left 
it at a shop for ytM j nay, and cannot assure me that you are at 
Houghton^ but, for ought he knows, may be gone to Cambridge. 

1 am not easy under this uncertainty j for in my last I liad 
entreated you to lend me the first Edition of the Common Pmyer 
of King Edward YL this Winter, as that I hoped would be of 
use to me; and I now repeat niy request* The beai'er has the 
strictest charge to be careful of it, and I liope will; and being 
persuaded of his carefulness, 1 have entrusted him with the books 
you lent Miss Wilkinsons* With my best good wishes of a happy 
Winter to yourself and family, I remain, Reverend Sir, 

Your most humble servant, J* Towerssy," 

Honoured Sir, Bedford^ Dec. 11, 173S* 

You had the goodness to offer to give me your opinion upon 
any question relating to the troublesome affair which embarrasses 
my thoughts; and, if such question were thought important 
enough, to consult your excellent friend Mr* Baker of St, John's 
upon it* Will you forgive me if I desire your opinion, and that 
of that very learned gentleman upon two questions ? 

1 , Whether Pitiyers for the dead, simply or exclusive of 
purgatory, or any other Popish notion, were ever forbidden by 
any Statute, or by any Canon declared unlawful or superstitious, 
our 39 Aj'ticles and the Homilies not having declared any such 
thing ? 

2 , Whether there be any sujiei'stition capable of dissolving 
an Hospital and Parish Church, as we think we can prove our¬ 
selves to be, but wliat is mentioned in the preamble to the Super¬ 
stition Act, or Chantry Act, 1 Edw* VI. c* 14, which we take 
ourselves to be entirely clear of* 

“ I am hgliting pro em et focis ; and my case, if given agaiJist 
me, may be a leading one to others. Evei*y good man, 1 believe, 
will give me, * The Lord prosper you !' ‘ We wish you,' B:c* 

If you will favour me with your thoughts in answer, you 
will much oblige, lieverend Sir, 

Vouf most humble servant, John Tower sev/' 


From the Kev. Thomas Townsend^* 

" Rev, Sir, 

I am soriy to tell you that 1 have not been so lucky as T could 
wish in getting you subscriptions* I can only promise for four, 
I propose to do myself the pleasure of waiting upon you some 
time next month at Cambridge, and shall desire yoa to recom¬ 
mend a College and Tutoi’ for my youngest son, whom 1 dcsigti 
to bring with me, 1 must admit him Sizai% having a laige 
family, and very unfortunate. I am, dear Sir, 

** Your affectionate and most humble servant, 1'. Townsekh**’ 

* Of Jesus College, Cambrlii'je j R. A* 1707; M, A. 1731. He was 
Vicar of Finch beck and Guebertun, both co* Lincoln. He died in 1151, 

From 
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From 1HOMAS Lord Trevor 
"SiRj Bfomhanh 1747. 

1 think myself obliged tb retuMi you many thanks for all 
favours 5 and received with pleasure the set of Dean Moss’s Ser- 
monSj and the binding pleases me much better than fiuery> &c ., 
as also the curious papers were much admired by us all } and 
am also to thank yon. Sir, for j'our last kind present of books 
for our small Church Ltbraiy, and very suitable they seem to be 
for the same* You mentioned, when you did me tht favour of 
a visit here, Gwillim’s Heraldry, that was coloured properly 
throughout j should be glad to have a sight of it* 1 hope to have 
the pleasure of thanking you in person next Summer j in the 
mean time, wish you and yout's all health and happiness j and am 
“ Your obliged and most humble servant, Tiievox*" 
'"Dear Sir, Bromham, April.., 1747* 

The old gentleman (Mr* Belgrave t) you saw here last year 
tells me he knows a pei:son in town, whose name is Coxeter, near 
Bride^vell Bridge, that has by him several notes and papers re¬ 
lating to Hudibras, and has desired him to communicate them 
either to yourself or any other you shall appoint to peruse them, 
as soon as you please* Eh’ay send at your leisure the best account 
you can of the Hospital so pleasantly situated near Ampthill, who 
are tlie Trustees, what provision, &c* VVe join in services; and 
I am. Sir, your obliged humble sem^ant, Trevor/' 

‘"Dear Sir, Broinhamf June ^7, 1747, 

'"lam fii'at to thank you for your good-will and pains you 
have taken in behalf of the poor unfortunate Mrs* King; and must 
tiien entreat the favour of you. Sir, to trouble yourself a little 
farther for our assistance in the allair ive have undertaken, for the 
sake of the poor woman, who bears her loss so heavily, that I 
even fear (though all means have been used) that old Doctor 
Time himself will hardly work a cure, though he must be allowed 
to bring most things about at last* I Iravc sent you file remainder 
of the receipts, having disposed (that is, given out) about 360 , 
all that came to our hands, Mr. King himself having (unluckily 
for us) disposed of about 140, the whole number printed off; 
and know not where they were printed, but imagine at Cam¬ 
bridge, and think the Masters of Emanuel J or Queen’s§ were his 
friends in the alFalr, and shall be glad to know how many have 
been disposed of there by them, and for how many the fii^t pay¬ 
ment has been made, as also w'hat will be the charge of printing 
oW 5 or 600 copies of a small volume of the Sermons ; and whe¬ 
ther one hundred or two more will be an addition to the expence* 
We were in hopes of seeing you in these parts - this hay-harvest; 

* Thomas second Lord Trevor* At this period hh Lordship was a 
widower, bAving only one child, EUz^ibetb, married to Charles second 
Duke of Marlborough. His Lurd<hip died March 22, fTaS*--Of liis Bro¬ 
ther, Or. Richard Trevor, Bishop of DuHiain, see the “ Literary A 11 ec- 
dotes/ * v^oL VI* p. 125* 

+ See before, p, 261; Hhere, line 12, read" Rutherfortb's*" 

J Dr. William Riehardton. § Dr, William Sedgwick* 

but 
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but Mr, Be]g^ra\'e went over to the nest at Houghton, but found 
no birds there,- and thought once you must have had an hasty call 
to Bedford ; but 1 believe all is now over* Mr, Belgrave and Mr* 
Richards are both your humble servants j as is, Teevok." 

“ Dea [t Sir, Bromhamj 1749* 

r have sent to enquire after your good healths all at Hough¬ 
ton, and at the same time a piece of venison j and am sorry to 
find, as 1 do by the ladies at Alston, that you are at present con¬ 
fined by a lame equipage, for 1 was in great hopes of seeing you 
over here.-*—Pray send me word how far you have been able to 
assist us in poor Mrs* King’s affair, for 1 know not well what to 
do about it, so many of our Bills being returned Ignoramus, and 
have received but 40^. and the most I expect farther is 10 or 151, 
more ; and that supposing the chai'ge of printing to be at least 
30 or 35L more than half the widow’s profit will be consumed, 
which 1 think too much for her to lose. All matters considered, 
pray send me your thouglits about printing or not printing: 
aeveral persons recommend the latter. If we should not proceed 
to publish, to which there are objections, notice must be given 
for those that desire it, to have their money I’eturnedi and am, 
with respects to all, your obliged humble servant, Trevor.” 

“ Dear 8ik, Bromham, May *,, 1749, 

** I was in great hopes 1 should have seen you over here before 
this time, and hope bad health has not prevented you. 1 should 
Indeed have vvaited lipon you, as there are some small matters 
between us to settle, and the [ninfer should be paid ! 

I am going to-morrow upon a short visit into Oxfordshire, 
but design being at home the first week in November, so that I 
hope we then shall meet. In the mean time I am, with respects 
to all, Sir^ your humble servant, Trevor*" 

" Dear Sir, Blenheim, June 27, 1749. 

1 thank you for the favour of yours, which I received at this 
place, where 1 have spent this month of June with great plea¬ 
sure, the whole family here being in good health and good 
humour* I thank you for your very kind invitation to Cambridge; 
the Duke of &larlborougIi designs being there, 1 believe; but as 
for myself I shall choose to keep out of crowds at this warm 
season of the year, and enjoy this charming ]dace. I imagine you 
will have most grand doings at your installment^, it being almost 
quite a new thing* The Duke has no thoughts of more books at 
present, having filled the C^allery here with one of the finest 
Librariesf in a great way; and 1 am sure 1 ha\ e no room for 
more in my poor old house* 

** I am sorry we are not like to have more of your company 
in Bedfordshire this Summer, I think I want another old Philo¬ 
sopher more than books at present; but where shall 1 meet with 
one equal in all respects to the last ? You are very good to ofier 

# The Duke of Newcastle was installed Chancellor of the Universitv of 
Cambrul^e, Jan. 4 , 1749* See the particulars in Gent. Ma^* vol,XIX*p*3S8. 
j- The fainoui SanderJand Libran% 

your 
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your assistance iti relation to the Sermons; and I have wrote to 
Mr. Richards to prepare so many (not exceeding ten) for the 
pressj as soon as he can. We shall be glad not to have the charge 
of piiriting exceed 30^.; and then, I hope, there will remain a sum 
of money for the poor widow. 1 shall be glad to have Dr. Ruther-^ 
forth's book ^ bound in a plain neat manner* and conveyed to 
Bromhanij where I hope to aixive next month, TREYoti/’ 

“ Dear Sir, Bromham, Aug. 18, 1749. 

“ We have at last sent you poor Mr. King's Sermons for the 
press, and think myself ten a sufficient number; but you must 
do as you please, after having talked with the Printer. 1 desire* 
only for the sake of the poor woman, it may be done as cheap 
as possible, so that they are in a fair letter, and on good paper. 
Let us print no more than are just necessary, unless some book¬ 
seller will allow for an bundl ed copies over, or so. The sooner 
they are gone about the better, i fear it will be too much for 
you, Tliere is a Mr. Jones f of Emanuel College, that should be 
asked what he has been able to do, or can do for us* by way of 
subscription.—The Duke of Mail boro ugh brought such an account 
of crowds and hats from Cambridge, that I am glad 1 did not go* 
r hope this will find you all well, I shall sadly miss my poor 
old Philosopher as the Winter comes on j for indeed he was an 
excellent companion* Your obliged humble servant* Trevor.*^ 
Dear Sir, Bromham, Nov. IT* 1749, 

As I despair of seeing you here now the Winter season is so 
far advanced, I could not forb^r enq^uiring after all your welfare 
at Houghton. I am returned home again, after a very pleasant 
and pretty long tour to Blenheim and Oxford, in very good health 
and spirits. 1 have indeed seen abundance of both the magnifi¬ 
cent and convenient, and I may add, a most charming situation 
in all respects j but the greatest pleasure was to find the old cock 
and hen that preside at this pleasant farm, together with five 
charming chickens, all in perfect good health and humour, 

Mr* Hedges! of Peter-house favoured me the other day with a 
visit j and I am pleased to see so sober and well-disposed a young 
man; and promising to turn out, I think* very well in the world. 
I suppose you will soon see Cambridge yourself* which I ought 
by all means once more to inspect, after so long a visit to Oxford* 
which is indeed quite glorious, with all its late additional orna¬ 
ments ; though indeed it was in some measure swallowed up by 
that truly noble Gallery at Blenheim, which now contains that 
grand Library, the late Lord Sunderland's, you have so often 
heard of. What must we do about pjinting our Sermons at last ? 
A great number of our subscribers are against the expending so 
much of the money received, as the charge of printing must come 
to; but I think we cannot avoid princing a small number at 
first* What are your thoughts ? and bow far shall you be able 
to assist us } Pray* Sir* consider of it* and send me an answer 

^ See before, p. 364. f John Jones* LL. B* 174S. 

Z Charles Hedges i B*A. ir50; M.A*J754* 
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at your leitiure* I have received upwards of 40i. besides a ^ofod 
many second payments that are to come ia* and expect about 15 
or ^OL more of first payments j but still am afraid our sum will be 
too small to have any large deduction. The poor woman, bovv- 
ever, does nieet with friends* Mr* Belgrave will give you some 
account of the beauties of Oxford, 1 am, &c* Trevor." 
Dear See, Bromham^ Dec. 1749. 

t find every body is consenting to the not printing, I am 
entirely of opinion to stop the press altogether; and so I beg 
of you to take care of the Manuscript Sermons. Trevor." 

** Dbar Sjr, Bromhamt Dec, 1749. 

It was a pleasure to me to hear of your welfare; and I thank 
God I had a safe and pleasant journey across the country some 
little time since, and arrived ssde and sound at the old mansion, 
where I despair of seeing you at this bad season of the year; so 
that I have taken the liberty to send you the Printer's bill at 
Cambridge, and beg you will please to order the payment, as 
also to Jet me know what I am indebted to you for books, &c*; 
and if there is any money like to come in to Mrs. King, or not, 
os the affauvis now quite at an end, and veiy little or no money 
has been demanded back again* I will send my servant over iti 
a few days to know your pleasure. 1 hope yourself and family en¬ 
joy pretty good health tins trying season of the year, Trevor." 
Dear Sir, Bromhatiij Jan. % 1749-50. 

hope this will find you all well at Houghton, and I heartily 
wish you a happy new year. The weather is ntjw too bad to 
think of visits, so liave sent by iny servant some money^ out of 
which I beg the favour of you to take what is due to Mr. Ben- 
tham, the Printer, at Cambridge. 1 think you have his notej and 
also for Mr. Rutheribrth's books, &c. 1 must desire you to keep 
back one guinea more for a poor old nurse of mine at Cambridge. 
Her name is Brown, and she lives, ! ibiiik, near the Printing- 
house. I hope all your good neighbours are well, &c* Trevor." 
Dear Sir, Bromhmn, Jan. ^27, 1749-50. 

I received the balance of the account between us very safe 
by my servant } and Mrs* King, who is at present with me, re¬ 
turns you many thanks for all the kind pains you have taken in 
her behalf* I am myself too l ery sensible of your many favours. 
As to the Sermons that ai'e printed off, I do not see we need do 
any thing about them* I mentioned it to her, and she seems 
desirous to have them to dispose of to some of her acquaintance. 
I hope you have remembered to send to the poor old woman, for 
1 believe she has no time to lose. 

I'! shall be glad to hear that the present flames'* at poor old Cam¬ 
bridge are happily extinguished, before they do farther mischief. 

" The book you mention 1 shall very readily subscribe to, as 
it is a friend of yours that undertakes it, so pray put iny mmc 
down in your list, and 1 tvill be answerable when it comes out. 1 

* AUuding to “ the Cupitadi?,** anil other pAinpliletq, orcnsioneil by 
certain Ordtrrs »iid Regulatiujjs then receiuty parsed iii the Senate. 

believe 
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believe 1 might venture to take a trip to London and then 
be hack time enough to receive you at Bromhani, Trevor/’ 
Daab Sir, BromhaiUj Monday flight ^ Jan * ,,, 1749-50. 

I ask pardon for niy Tong silenecj and j'eturn thanks for 
your last kind letter and ti^atisse, which I think very suitable to 
the person intended for. I shall be glad to have the new addi- 
tional notes to Hudibims, and iiemember the author of Cambridge. 

I shall be glad to know whether Mr. Hedges of Peter-house went 
abroad last Summer or not. Poor Mrs. King will be glad to re¬ 
ceive the printed Sermons when you have them. You will 
please wot to drop the franks % or dispose of them to unknown 
hands. 1 vei'y heartily return yourself aiid family the usual com¬ 
pliments of the season ; and am> Sir, &c. Trevor/* 

Dear Sir, Bromham, March 1750. 

** I thank you for your last kind letter, and am veiy well satis¬ 
fied with Mr. Bentham*s account, and will take some opportu¬ 
nity of returning him the money, and beg you will let all your 
subscribers know that we do not print at last, and, if they please, 
to take back their money of you, or in a month or two monfh’'s 
time, or else it will be paid into the ^vidow *3 hand. This way, I 
think, will be better than advertising in the papers. 

The reckoning between us may be settled when you come 
into the country, which I hope will be soon, for suiely this year 
Easter will be quite Summer. You will please to take caj^e to 
put by all the Sermons in your bands, that they may be returned 
to Mrs. Favell. I am now reading Mr. Brooke's f late perform¬ 
ance with great pleasure, and am much obliged to him for his 
present 1 and 1 dare say my BrotherJ will take a book very kindly. 

You were so happy as well as we, i hope, not to be alarmed 
at the late terrible shock § they had in and about London. I 
pray God keep us from it, and that it may have the good effect 
of making many persons think more seriously, and be a means 
to infuse into them better resolutions for the future. The Bishop 
of London's Letter]] is excellent. 

Pray be so good. Sir, when you can send to, or see Mr. 
Hedges of Peter-house, as to tell him my gardens will smile in 
a fortnight's time, and 1 wish he would be a spectator. Teevoe.*^ 

^ This caution aro^e trum a forg 4 ?ry praotist^d on Bp. Hoadly, by one 
Bernard Fournier, a Popish convert, who had the audacity 10 write a pro- 
miisory note for j^.8000 on a frank of that worthy prelate. See the 
** Literary Anecdotes/’ vol. 11. p. 192; vqj. HI. p. 139. 

f In his Treatise ** De Miracolis/’ Dr, Z. FSrouke, Mr, Cole aayt, 
“ distinguished himself by writing Dr. Middleton, but in a lan- 

jrua«e that made it less taken notice of than If it had been in English,” 
£;ee the “ Literary Anecdotes,” vol, I. p. 564 ; vol. VII p. 51. 
i l>r. Richard Trevor, Bishop of Durham. See ibid. vol. Ill, p. 125. 

§ Some severe Ehocks of an Earthquake were fek in London, and many 
mites round it, Feb. 3, 1749-50. See Gent, Wag. voi XX. p. 89 , 

II A Letter from the Bishop of London [Dr. Sherlock] to the Clergy 
and Inhabitants ot London and Westminster, ddc, QQ occasion of the late 
Earthquake,” See Gent. Mag, vol. XX, p, 93* 
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From the Rev. Dr. James Tunstall*. 

Dear Sir, London May 1736. 

Osborn t is not disposed to accept either of your proposals, 
to mve the large paper of Selden for the Byzantines >vith Du 
Fresne’s Historia, &c. or the small paper rvithout it; and, in¬ 
deed, he undervalues the Byzantines so much, that he will not 
be brought to any reasonable conditions* As to Dr* Moss s last 
volume; he is not willing to meddle, telling me that the fifth 
volume has not sold, and that he has now many upon his hands* 

1 w-aited upon Mr* Bettenham on Monday with the bermons, 
and gave him directions about the printing them, and desii^tl 
him to send to the White Horse as they were printed, but have 
not received them. I intend to wait upon him again before 1 
set out, which will be on Saturday morning, and carefully ob¬ 
serve your commands, I am, with much esteem. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, J. Tun stall, 

*^Dear Sir, London^ Feb 174^-3. 

T was last night with Mr. Bathurst, and we alone continued 
the conversation till twelve on the sul^ect of Hudibras, He 
peremptorily rejected your proposals in every form. Your first 
proposal insists on 600 copies certain, and half ike number of 
copies subscribed for that exceed 1000, with the ' General HU- 
torical J^ictioTtaT^f neatly bound, gilt and lettered ^ and 13 copies 
in large paper, bound in red iuorocco leather, gilt and lettered i 
and 19 copies in calfskin, gilt and lettered^ You had said, that 
Mr. Bathurst offered you 6CX> copies, provided there were 1000 
subscriptions. You do not express in the said proposal whether 
you intend absolutely to part with the iiroperty of the Notes; but 
I must acquaint you that Mr. Bathui^st is utterly against any 
agreement whereby you shall retain any properly in any future 
impression, either of the notes separately, or together with the 
text of Hudibras. Understanding then that you intended to 
part with the notes absolutely, and thinking that j^Jtir subscrip¬ 
tion might amount to 1500, I put this supposition—that you 
would ensure to the Proprietors 650 subsci iptions, and asked 
whether they would allow you 850 copies, free of all charge, out 
of an impression of 9000, which 'were all to be sold off before 
any new impression was made; and allo^v you farther the S5 
copies, and tiie " General Historical Dictionary; bound as afore¬ 
said. I did not pretend to make this proposal, because you had 
given me no commission for it > but said T would communicate 
their answ'er upon this head to you. Mr. Bathurst excepted 
against giving in the * Historical Dictionary ; and said, that, if yon 
would ensure him 650subscriptions, he would give his consent, and 
endeavour to prevail \ipon the rest to do the same—that you should 
have the 650 copies and the 93 copies hound, &c. as above, free of 
all charge, out of the impression of 9000, under the ctrcumsiances 
mentioned; but, as he obliges himself to have no second im- 

* Of whotn ste the ** Literary Anecdotes,” voU VH. pp, 433, 635* 
f Mr. Thomas Osborn, the famous Bookseller to Cray's Inn, 
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pres&ton UU the first is sold off, so lie would have you obliged to 
sell none of your S50 copies under the market [irice, if any should 
chance to continue in your hands by your not having the com¬ 
plete number of 1500 subscribers, or by their not paying in their 
second payments, I have laid before you the most advantageous 
agreement that Mr. Bathurst will enter into, as far as 1 can make 
any judgment of his real intentions j but assure you that you are 
entirely at your liberty as ever, since I did not engage any thing 
whatever, but to write to you to the effect 1 have. One pro¬ 
posal I mentioned more, that they should print the text in con¬ 
junction with your notes, and divide both the expence of the 
impression and tltc number of copies between you, each party 
retaining your respective properties in the text and notes in 
future impressiom; but this, though apparently very fair, Mr. 
Bathurst would not hear of. In short, 1 believe your number 
of subscriptions may make your bargain worse with Booksellers, 
if after all you think it expedient to make any bargain. 

I am at the chambers of Fletcher Norton^’, Esq. of the Mid¬ 
dle Temple, and continue here till Monday next ^ and if you think 
that any good may arise from the proposed state of our negotiation 
no one would take greater pleasure in sei'ving you than, dear Sir, 
** Your most affectionate humble servant, J, Tu install/’ 
Deas Sir, Cambridge^ Aug. *23, 1743* 

Mr. Bentham would not Jet me send those specimens to 
Dr. Taylor, being himself taking a journey to London, where 
he would talk with Bathurst, and bring other specimens more 
satisfactory. He went about ten days ago. 1 will dispatch the 
specimens as soon as they come to my hands, ] thankfully ac¬ 
cept your kind offer of Miss Molly’s horse, and now entertain 
thoughts of a Northern expedition j but, if 1 change my mind, I 
shall make it into Essex for about three weeks, I believe this 
young man who has lately come to me will take sufficient 
care in bringing the horse. I shall not deliver your instrument 
out of my hands till you give express order for it. I am, dear Sir, 
Your obliged and obedient humble servant, J. Tunstall/' 
Dear S*h, Cambridge, Jug. 29, 1743. 

" The horse arrived safe, and I am exceedingly obliged to 
you for him, I have enclosed a letter from Mr, Bathurst, and 
received two more specimens of small paper to-day j but neither 
of them, in my opinion, will do* Mr. Beniham will write to-day, 
that you expect such paper as mine is printed upon i and as you 
had before pitched upon the same, Bathurst is to send a specimen 
of it without farther loss of time. Dr. Taylor is expected next 
week, and therefore 1 have referred the specimen to him. 

''As I go out to-morrow, I leave your w'ritings with Mr. Powell f, 
and an order not to part with them till he hears you are per¬ 
fectly satisfied in the article of paper. I am, dear Sir, your very 
obliged and affectionate friend and servant, J. Tunstaljl/* 

* Afterwards Speaker of the House of Commons, and Lord Grantley^ 
t Afterwards Dr. VVilHam Samuel PoweM, Master of St* John's 
College. Sea the Literary Anecdotes," vol* VIL p. 332. 
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Bear Sir, lamheth. 

** I cannot convey his Grace s* commands to yoii> without cxt 
pressing my hearty wishes of all happiness to yourself and your 
good family, and without testifying what satisfaction I should 
receive from the continuance of your friendship, in which I have 
been long happy. 1 hopeti for the pleasure of doing this in per¬ 
son j but Mr. Hatton accpiaints me that you do not return till 
the middle of next month, when I shall be settled at LamhetK 
Mr. Buckle t tells me, that the six books of Hudibras^ for which 
he and his friends were subscribers, were not inserted in the 
parcel which you sent to Mr. Routh, as I told him they would. 
He therefore desires me to take them here, and send them by the 
next return of Mr. Terry. I shall therefore supply myself from 
Mr. Bentham, and pay tlie whole prices to him* 1 have received 
money from Chancellor Reynolds J for your use, which will be 
paid you by Mr, Powell upon your return. 1 beg leave to a(s 
quaint you that Mr. Powell is my successor in pupils, and all 
concerns here, and that he will be assisted in J^ecturea by Mr. 
Balguy § and Mr. Barnard |). These gentlemen are all very well 
known to you, and have all assisted me in the care and instruc¬ 
tion of pupils, with so much satisfaction to myself and benefit to 
those committed to them, that 1 am justly desirous of promoting 
their success. I desire my particular respects to Mrs, and Miss 
Grey ^ and remain with the gi’eatest affection and esteem, dear Sir, 
** Your vei 7 obliged friend and humble servant, J*TuNSTAtL.- 


From the Rev. Leonard Twells 

Uev. Sik, March 13, 1741-3. 

1 had a sight of yours to Mr. Crofts, for vvhich I heartily 
thank you. By the advice of our friends, I have published Proposals 
for printing by subscription my Father’s Boyle's and Lady Moyer’s 
Sermons** j and hope from your kind sentiments in your letter 
to Mr. Crofts towards the children of your old friend, that you 
will favour me with a letter, and let rue know what number I 
shall send you j and what other advice you think proper to an 
heavily alBicted family from 

" Your most obedient humble servant, L. Twells,” 

♦ Archbishop Pottery to whom Dr. Tunstall had then recently 
appointed Domestic Chaplain. 

f Samuel Eiuckle, Esq. of Burton, Yorkshire. 

X Of whom'^ee before, p, 3‘28. 

4 Dr.Thomas Ba1|Coy; of whom see Literary Anecdotes/* vol. VIL p.19* 

t] Rev, Thomas Barnard, of St. J{>hn*s College; B, A, 1740; M. A* 
1744; B.D, 1752. See the “Literary Anecdotes,** vol. IL p, 552; voL 
JV. p, 406\ 

^ Son of the Rev, Dr. Leonard TwelU j of whom see the ** Literary 
Anecdotes/' voL VIL. p. 430. 

They were published in two volumes, Bvo, 1741. 
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From the Rev. Dr. Robert Tyr^hitt *. 

" Rev* SiEj Fulham^ Maji 9^, 1799. 

" 1 wag favoured with yours of the 6th of April, and imme¬ 
diately re[»orted the contents of it to the Bishop of London, de- 
mrln^ his good offices in behalf of the Curate you mentioned. 
My Lord was then unresolved liow to dispose of the Living, and 
when he did dispose of it, forgot to let me know, that I might 
acquaint you with the probability there is that the Curate will 
he continued. I mention this to excuse my not answering your 
letter before, which 1 hope you will be so good as to pardon, 
''lam. Sir, your most obedient servant, RobbetTvkwhitt.’* 


From the Rev, Richard V enn"^. 

'' Deae Sir, St, Antholms\ May 99, 1736. 

" I heartily thank you for your kind present, which 1 received 
from Mr. Clark, your bookseller. Your piece is not only an 
' Answer to Neal,' but in a good measure will serve as an anti¬ 
dote to Rapin, and such other writers as have contributed to 
poison the youth of the Nation with prejudices against the Church 
of England and the Stuart family. As the business of the town 
is over, and 1 am retiring into the Country, I intend to get your 
Answer to Sir Isaac, and entertain myself with that. 1 hope if 
you come to London during this Summer, you will not think 
seven mites too far to let me have your company at Baines. 

“Things are at present so unsettled, that there is very little new-s 
to send you that may be depended on. The Bishop of London J is 
quite out at Court, and the Bbhop of Oxford^ succeeds him both in 
the present Church administration, and also in his view to Canter¬ 
bury, I congratulate you upon the defeat of the Quakers ^ but, 
as that victory is allayed by the Mortmain Act, 1 doubt we may 
say, if Pyrrhus goes on to beat the Romans at this rate, he will 
shortly be undone. 

“ We are now thinking of sending Master Bryan |) to Cambridge; 
but the favour you have procured him at Trinity Hall cannot take 
place, as we understand, till next Christmas. There is a Rustat 
Exhibition^ vacant, we hear, at Jesus* Could your interest with 
the Master^* serve him also to be his Sizar the next vacancy ? The 

^ Canon Residentjary of St. Paafs, and Archdeacon of London, Pre¬ 
bendary of Rentish Town, and Rector of St. James, Westminiter. See 
the ** Literary Anecdotes,” vol. Ill, p, 234. 

f Of Sidney Sti&sex College, Cambridge ; B. A. 1712; M. A. 1716* He 
was presented to the Rectory of St. Antholin, in London, JT25 ; and died 
in 1738* A volume of his Tracts and Sermons on several Occasions'* wat 
published in 1740. t Dr. Edmund Gibson. | Dr. John Potter. 

j| Augustui Bryan, of Jesus College; B. A. 173d, M. A, (744, See the 
"Literary Anecdotes,” voL iV. p, 2B6, 

^ The benefaction of Tobias Rustat, Esq* Yeoman of the Eobei to 
King Charles JI. for the Sons of Cler^men. 

Dr. Charles Ashton, Master from 1701 to 17^2, 
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boy 13 3 g'ood scholarj and his father was an honest and a learnsd 
man ^ and 1 am sure you love to assist persons who both want 
and deserve your assistance. Pray be so kind as to visit Dr 
Ashton, and inform yourself whether any farther provision of 
any kind beside the Rustat Exhibition can be hoped for from 
that College. You may also acquaint the Doctor that the livjng 
which I have to dispose of near Colchester waits tlie resolution 
of their College, till 1 think of selling it elsewhere. Pray be as 
speedy as you can in returning an answer to 

** Your faithful humble servant, R. Vbnn, 


From the Rev. Richard Warren^. 

“ Dear Sir, Cavendi^K 1736 . 

" I thank you most heartily for the many kind presents you 
have lately made me of your useful books, particularly for your 
seasonable and excellent ' Answei^ to Neal/ 

The occasion of my troubling you at this time is, to beg a 
favour of you, which I hope you vvlll not deny, because my fiiend 
Kynnesman f has disappointed me. 1 depended upon him for a 
godfather for a girl born about three weeks ago j but when I had 
an opportunity of speaking to him on Saturday last, he told me 
he had long resolved never to be godfather to a girl. If you 
think proper to oblige me in this particular, be pleased to favour 
me with a line by post. 1 am, dear Sir, 

'f Your obliged and most obedient servant, Rich. Waxben ” 

^ Second son of the Rev.Samuel Warren, Vicar of Ashford in Kent (see 
p,3830 He was of Jesus Colleg:e, Cambridge; B.A 16^9; M, A. 1703; B. D. 
niU i D. D. 1718 ; Rector of Caveudisb, Suffolk, 17^0; Archdeacon of Suf¬ 
folk, 1745. He published ** An Answer to the Plain Account of the Sacra* 
ment/* 1730, Bvo. ^ and The mutual Duty qf Ministers and People; a 
Sermon preached to the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Suffolk, at a Visr- 
tation upon April 14, 1746." 4to. He died Jan* 4, *746; and was buried 
at Cavendish, where his memory is thus preserved : 

“ H. S. E* 

Ricardos Warren, S* T. P. 

bujns Ecclesl^ Rector, et Archidiaconus Suffolcl^nsis ; 

Vir pietate ex doctrinA in&lgnis ; 

Natus est Ashfordias, in aj^ro Cantiano, 

Patre Samuele, ejusdem Farocbim Vicario. 

In matrimonio hahuit PriscilLam, 

Joannis Fenner armigerl 6iiam, fceminam digmssimam. 

Obiit iv Januani, MDCCXLvni. Vixit annos i.xvr, menses ix* 
Conjugem et septem Iiherns reliquit superstitos,** 

His widow's tomb is also thus inscribed; 

** Underneath this marble are interred 
the remains of Mrs. Priscilla Warren, 

Relict of Richard Warren, D. D. 
late Rector of this Parish. 

She was a woman of great virtue and prudence; 
and died, much lamented by all her Relations and Friends, 
January 16, 1774, aged 73 years." 

+ Dr. Arthur Kynnesman, Master of Bury St* Edmund's School* See 
the** Literary Anecdotes/' yohVHI* p.433| voh IX. p. 554. 
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Dear Sir, Cavendish, Sept. 17, 1744, 

I have been othenvTse engaged since 1 Jeft Cambridge* so 
as not to have bad leisure for pursuing my work against the Dis¬ 
senters else you would have heard from me sooner. It will 
now be a pleasure to me* and may help me forward in my desigHj 
if you will be pleased to furnish me with such books as you have 
of the list inclosed* as also such others which you have and know 
to be proper to be consulted. When t hear from you that those 
books yon think fit to send are at Cambridge, \ will give orders 
for their being sent to me, by one who shall call for them at 
your house in Cambridge. 1 have disposed of all your Hudibrases* 
save two to the subscribers j and am accountable to you fur the 
second payments for them all save one, %vhich was taken* and 
second payment for it made by Dr. Oakes f at Cambiidge, The 
copy he should have had is still by me 5 and if ! cannot dispose 
of it (of which however I have hopes)* I will take care to return 
it to Mr. Thurlbourn for your account. 

I hai'e not heard from Canterbury this fortnight. I thank 
God* when I hist heard, my Brotherf was thought by my Sisters 
to be somewhat better than when f left him there, I am* with 
humble service to your good lady and family* dear Sir, 

Your most obliged humble sen'ant. Rich. Warren." 

Dear Sir, Cave^idish, Dec, 26* 1744. 

You will be pleased to send the books you have been so kind 
as to get together for me by the Bury waggon, directed to me 
at Cavendish in Suffolk. My hearty wishes of many hap[jy new 
years to you and yours* concludes at present in great haste from, 
dear Sir* yam's ever* Rich. Warren*" 

“ Dear Sir* 1745* 

'' 1 find by several hands that the not mentioning in the ad¬ 
vertisement that the sale § was to continue three days* has been 
the occasion of there being no appearance of gentlemen upon 
Thursday and yesterday. The Bishop of Norwich |( suggested to 
me this morning, that it might be proper to have another adver¬ 
tisement, that the sale will be continued upon Wednesday next, 
morning and afternoon, and upon Thursday morning. 1 desire you 
will be pleased to draw the advertisement* and mention that there 
will be a discount of three shillings for every pound laid out, and 
in proportion for every less sum- If you will be so good as to get 
such an advertisement printed, that Kndar may put into the but¬ 
teries of every College* and paste up upon proper places, you 
will extremely oblige me. I am your most obedient servant, and 
obliged and affectionate friend. Rich. Warren/* 

Dear Sir, Cavendish, June 3* 1745, 

I have found the second part of Ptne's Horace among the 
books brought hither, I shall therefore be obliged to you if you 
will be pleased to give yourself the trouble of acquainting Mr. 
Barnard of St. John’s therewith, and that I vrill send him the 

* This work, I believCf was never completed. 

t Abraham Oakefi, of Trinity College, Hector of Melford, Suffolk, 174 ) 
B. A. 1709 i M, A. 1713; LL, D, (Com, Re^O Jm. He died in 1763. 

X Dr, William Warren, who died in a few njoiuhs after. (See p. 383.) 

I Of bii Brother William'i Library. \\ Dr. Thomas Gooch. 

same* 
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same, if you and he can agree for the price of both* I hope to 
set out for London upon Monday next, God willing, and shall 
be glad if you will favour me with a line, directed to me at Mr* 
Abraham Baking's, in Bishopsgate-street, 

<i Pray favour me with sending to Wallis, t!ie porter of Trinity 
Hall, and ordering him to keep for me the party-coloured matts 
that used to be in the windovvs, and upon the great chair, and 
in the bed-chamber, I think four in number^ also the cushion* 
Be so good as to acquaint Mr, Thurlbourn that 1 iiave found the 
book De Naturd Deorum^ which was missing, and will take the 
first opportunity of sending it to him, I thank you most heartily 
for all your great civilities to me 5 and am, dear Sir, your most 
obliged and affectionate friend and servant. Rich, Wareek.'* 
Bear Sir, [1745-] 

“ I bad the favour of both your letters, for which I am obliged 
to you, as also for your kind present of your good and seasonable 
' Address to the Lay-Methodists** 1 have offered the books you 
mentioned to Montagu for JL but he refuses to give any 
more than what he offeied to you. Books, I find, are such a drug, 
that I must be forced to get what I can for what remain j and 
therefore have sent to him that he may have them at his own 
price, and have given him directions where he may pay the money 
in town, so that i desire you will be pleased to send them by the 
next week*s waggon to him:—Dart's 'Antiquities of Westminster,' 
I)ugdale*s * Monasticon,’ Weever's ^ Funeral Monuments/ 

'' Be pleased to pay twenty shillings of the money in your hands 
to Mr* Rid ling ton, with my service^ and acquaint him it is my poor 
Brother's gift to the poor of the parish of St. Edward’s*, which I 
forgot to put into his hands when at Cambridge, and which he 
is desired to dispose of at his discretion. I wish you a good 
journey to Houghton, and a safe return to Cambridge j and if 
you please to fiivour me with a line at any time within a fortnight, 
be pleased to direct it to me at Mr. Shrubsole*s, in St. George's 
street in Canterbury. I am> Bcc, Rich. Wakken." 

'' Dear Sir, Cavendish^ Aug. 19, 1745* 

'' 1 had the favour of yours by the newsman, and that directed 
to me at Canterbury came also safe to my liands. I am ex¬ 
tremely obliged to you for the trouble you haie j^ut yourself to 
upon my account, 

“ 1 received seven pounds of Mr* Montague for Dugdale’s 
' Monasticon,* Dart’s ' Westminster,’ and Weever's ' Funeral 


Monuments/ I am content you should sell 5. rf* 

L’Estrange's Fables for - - * -* ^ 4 0 

Rehearsals 

Burton upon Antoninus - , 4 0 

Stonehenge 

Bede 10 g 

Usher s Antiquities - 

In all - - • . . _ IL Bs. 6d. 


^ This Church is appended to Tnnrty Hall; and is regularly served by 
their^Cbaplain, who is a Divinity Professor. [See p, 333*) 


I am 
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" I am likfivvJse content that Pine should be sold at the half of 
the subscription price j and if you agree with any one for it at 
that rate will take care to send the part I have, when I receive 
it fjom London, where it novv is in the box wherein I sent the 
Prints of Buck's and Birch's ^ Heads of Illustrious Men,' which, 
are not yet sold. I have herewith sent by niy servant * Burnet's 
Theory.* Be pleased to sell ^ The Ecclesiastical Historians* for 
what yon can get. 1 shall have occasion myself for ‘ Wood's 
Antiquitates/ and so desire you will be pleased to send it me by 
my servant, I have here the 1st, 3nd, 4th, and 5th numbers of 
Salmon's ^ Present State of the Universities and Counties adja¬ 
cent:' and should be glad to have the rest of the numbers to 
complete the two volumes j for I must have his account of the 
Universities, being apprehensive that, as he had a sight of my 
Brother's MS.* upon that subject, be may have taken something 
fi'oni it, and inserted it in his account, Bui, be that as it will, 
my design in what 1 am preparing requires that I should know 
what he as vvell as others have said upon the Antiquities of the 
University of Cambridge, If I cannot have the numbers I want 
singly, be pleased to get the whole for me, and send them by 
my servant, 1 have Caius, Twyne, Bede, and Fuller, If you 
can think of any books upon the Antiquities of the Universities 
that may be useiul to me, I do not doubt of your readiness to 
procure them for me, I thank you for the pieces of Selden you 
are so good as to design for me^ but you may be pleased to send 
them with the remaining books of my Brother's when you have 
sold wJiat you can of thera. 1 desire you will be pleased to send 
the prints by my servant now* J sold Buck's print of Cambridge, 
I think, to Mr. Colef of King's. 1 should be glad to have it again 
at the price i sold it for : if it cannot be had again, I should be 
glad of another, if it can be got. 

1 forgot in my answer to yours from London, to desire you 
to send to Wallis for the pictures you mentioned. If the two 
pictures Wallis has brought you by my direction (one of which 1 
suppose is the picture you wrote for) are acceptable to you, I 
desire by all means you will keep them, and wish they may be 
pf any value to you. What money you have, and may farther 
receive by the sale of the books before mentioned, you may be 
pleased to send by my servant, who will give you a discharge for 
the same upon my account, 1 had thoughts any time these three 
weeks of coming to Cambridge myself, but have been prevented 
by the bad weather | yet hope I shall see you before the conclu¬ 
sion of the Summer, 

Upon what you and some other friends said to me with re¬ 
gard to my applying to his Grace the Archbbhop of VorkJ for hi? 
favour to his old Tutor, I have at last written to him, but so lately, 

♦ On the Antiquilies of Granchester (see p. 384) ; which do not appear 
to have been published. what 

-f- Afterwards the well-known Antiquary, Rev, William Cole, of Milton. 
J Dr* Thomas Herring, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, 

that 


t 
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that there has not been time for an answer. When I hare one^ 
I shall communicate the contents to you. Pray let me know 
how our dear friend Dr. Dickins was with regard to his health 
when he left College, and what you have heard of him since. 

I have also Dr. Newton’s ^ University Education,* and should 
be glad if I could see his book called ' Expence of University Edu¬ 
cation reduced,’ 1 should be glad to see Spelman s ^ Alurudl 
znagni vita.* Yours everj EtCH. Wakren.” 

'^Dear Sir, Cavendish, Ang. 24, 1745. 

'' 1 thank you for your kind present of two pieces of Selden. 
I should be glad to see any thing that has been well written 
upon the subject of Universities, and tlieir importance for the 
preservation of Learning and Religion among any people. I have 
heard of Salmon’s impertinence* in the volume already pubibhed 
upon Oxford ^ and if he proceeds no fartlier, he may act wisely: 
but I must have what he has already said, though 1 am now in 
no pain about what I suspected, of his having made free with 
my Brother’s MS. when he had the siglit of it, I have sent to 
MeiTil (with whom I have business about binding iSaluion's 
History of the King’s of England’) to get me the numbers of his 
1 'olume already published concerning the University of Oxford, 
which I have not, being the 3 d and 6 th. If the numbers wanted 
are not to be bad alone, 1 shall be obliged to you fur the use of 
your volume 5 for I would not buy the book unless I cannot 
otherwise have a sight of it. If Merril cannot furnish me with 
the two numbers I want, I have desired him to acquaint you 
therewith, I acknowledge the truth of your account, and that 
the balance due to you is 13s. Cd. I have directed the box 
(wherein Buck’s Prints, and Birch’s Heads are put, and have been 
long in London) to be delivered to my old friend Mr. Gill, for 
his assistance in the disposing of them j but he happening to be 
in the country, that matter stands still, and the part of Pine 
which is wanted, and the volume of Tully which Mr. Thurlbourn 
is to have, are both confined still in the said box. I am in daily 
expectation of hearing from Mr, Gill, Two guineas is certainly 
too little for the ' Greek Ecclesiastical Historians 5 ’ hut I have 
the Paris Edition already, and therefore it is not worth my while 
to keep this, unless there was a prospect of a considerable ad¬ 
vance of the price. ! have the old Edition of ^ Godwin de Prsesu- 
libue/ but 1 am not much inclined to part with the new one by 
Dr, Richardson, for a very low price, I should be obliged to 
you if you would be pleased to send me a Catalogue of the books 
which remain unsold, with the prices you would advise me to 
part with them at. With hearty thanks to you for your great 
civilities and good wishes, I am, dear Sir, your most affectionate 
friend, and obliged humble servant. Rich. Warhen,” 

pBAR Sir, Cavendish, SepL 12, 1745. 

1 had a most obliging answer from the Archbishop of York. 
My good friend the Bishop of Norwich has been so kind as to 




♦ In his " Msgna Britannia Antiqua et Nova, J73B." 


make 
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make me an offer of the Arclideacomy of Suffolk, now void; 
and I hopCj God willing, to take possession of it the next week, 
designing to begin ray journey to Norwich upon Monday, 

Here ia a gentleman now in thb neighbourhood who sub* 
scribed for your Hudibras, and has the receipt* He was then a 
pupil of my Brother’s, his name Bernard and a Fellow coiu- 
moner j and spoke lately to me to know where he may have the 
books, upon payment of the remaining 6s. If you have any to dis¬ 
pose of, and will send a set by this messenger to me, 1 will take 
care to get it into his hands, and will be answerable to you for 
the 6s, If you have disposed of all, be pleased to let me know 
where this gentleman may have his books In London. 

“ I am, with hearty service to all friends, and compliments to 
the ladies of your family, deai* Sir, your most obliged and affec¬ 
tionate friend and servant Rich, Warreh ” 

'' Dear Sis, [1745-1 

« I heartily thank you for your kind congratulations* I de¬ 
livered your Hudibras bound to Mr* Bernard, who very readily 
paid me 7^. 6d, which will answer what you received for Plot*s 
' History of Oxfordshire/ I am not willing to part with any of 
the books you mention for the prices offered* Be pleased to give 
them still a place with the rest in your study, and 1 will send for 
them all when I have opportunity* If Dr* Price continues in 
the University, 1 believe he may have a better bargain by buying 
my Brother's robes, than either by buying new, or seeking for 
any other second-hand set. I shall be very glad of Smith's book 
wlienever you can get it for me* I am obliged to you for your 
transci’ipts, and shall be thankful for whatever further assistance 
you will be pleased to give me, 1 am, &c* Rich* Warhen/* 

“ Dear Sir, Cavendish, Feb. 1, 1745-6* 

“ 1 had the favour of yours, by which I find you willing to 
take Pine’s Horace. 1 have sent the volume 1 had here, and 
have also sent that piece of Tally which was wanting to complete 
the set bought and paid for by Mr. Tliurlbourn* Pray be so 
kind as to send your servant with if to him* I thank you for 
ihe me of Smith's ^ Annals of University College/ It is a notable 
book, though written in a very odd manner* I am not willing 
to sell ^ Ecclesiastical Greek Historians' for less than 2^. 2s*; and 
therefore desire you will be pleiised to get them, with what else 
remain unsold, packed up in hafnpersj and direct them for me, 
to be left at Mrs. Goldsmiih's in Bury, and 1 will send you direc¬ 
tions to whom fo deliver them in Canibridge, by the next week's 
newsman, or by some other conveyance. I desire you w'iil make 
my service and my family's acceptable to Mrs* Grey, and the 
young ladies, I am, dear Sir, yours, £tc* R. Warren^/' 

“ Dear Sir, Cavendish, - 

Since my last, I have observed in the prints an advertbement 
of a book lately published by one Buttonshawf, in defence of the 

* William Henry BerriArd, E?q. 

f Thomas Bmttinshaw, of Ujii versify College, Oiford; M. A* ITSt* 

‘ ^aiR 
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' PJain Account/ in answer to Dr. Brett myself, and otbers, 

I have BDt seen the book, nor any one who has. ] should be 
g'lad to know what you have heard of the book, and what you 
think of it if you have seen it» Pray, if you know any thing con¬ 
cerning Dj\ Dickins's design of returning to College, and con¬ 
tinuing to be tutor there, do me the favour to inform me what 
it is. I wish, when you see Mr. Bidlington, you would be so 
kind as to desire him from me, to state, and let me know the 
account of Dr, Ayloffe^s benefaction, that ! may be able to know 
what I am to pay to Mr. Wakeling (I think the gentleman's naine 
is), who has been twice here, iu vain, to receive what may be 
due to hiui from me as Executor to my Brother. 

The gentleman who brings this will return about a week 
hence, and will convey your answer to me if you shall please to 
write by him. His name is Biggt> ^ Fellow of Clare Hall Pray 
how does our good Master do ? I am, &c. Eich. Warren.” 

Dear Sm, [1745-6 ] 

'' As I have great and just cause to look upon you as my true 
and hearty friend, and have also reason to believe you able to 
assist me, 1 will open a matter to you, which I would not do to 
every one 1 know, thougli 1 was sure of success in doing it, The 
expence of coming into the Archdeaconry, and some other occa¬ 
sions, make it necessary for me at this time to borrow a sum of 
about sixty pounds for lialf a year, or till 1 can get my Brother's 
MS. published. If you could accommodate me with that sum j 
or, if that does not suit your convenience, with two third parts 
of it, and could do it out of hand, you would do me a singular 
piece of service, and what will always demand niy particular ac¬ 
knowledgments. A bill upon some trader in London, or a bank 
note, would be the most commodious way of remitting the money 
to me, if you can spare it. 

I hope you received Pine's Horace, and the volume of Tully. 
The Bury cart (by which when you conveniently can, you may 
be pieced to send the books which remain unsold), comes from 
Cambridge every Monday. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged friend and servant. Rich. Warhen." 

'*■ Dear Sir, Cavendish^ June 21, 1746. 

1 am glad the Professor is satisfied about the 20^. being [laid 
into his hands, my poor Brother's legacy to the poor of St. Edward’s. 

I am extremely obliged to you for accomodating me with so 
many books. If you have yet gotten the ' Life of Alfred,' or any 
other book upon the subject of the Antiquities of the Universities, 
whether Cambridge or Oxford, I should be obliged to you for it 
by my servant. I have received fi-om you a pamphlet also, for 
which 1 tliank you. Pray let me know whether you propose to 
stay iq Cambridge this Summer. I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your very affectionate humble servant, .Rich. Warren/ 

* Of Dr Tlicjmas Brett, see the “ Literary Anecdotes/ vol VJh p. 43. 
t John Bigg; B. A. ]740; M. A. 1744. 

From 
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From Dr, William Warrkn* 

Dear Sir, Trinity Ball, June 19, 1736, 

"" r have read over all these papers since I saw jou, with great 
pleasure. The few typogt'aphical errors that occun^ed to me in 
reading, you will see in the margin. The good Dean [Dr, Moss] 
had a delicate, fine, sprightly fancy, which was tempered with 
gravity and seriousness, and a sincere love of Religion > for which 
I love and reverence his memory j and 1 hope the publishing these 
Sermons will do much good in these our days of wickedness and 
infidelity, 1 pray God prosper you in your handy-work. I am, 
dear Sir, your niost humble servant, Wm. Waeren,'" 

^ I'He youns^t of three sons of the Vicar of Ashford, noticed in p, 3TS, 
He was educated at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, where he took the degree 
of LL. B. ilk 17 OG ; and that of LL, D, hi 1707* He was chosen Divinity 
FelJow and Chaplain to that Society, whilst he was Curate to his Father; 
and would never vacate that Fellowship to accept of any preferment; but 
remained Fellow and Tutor (and was also Principal, ^cum iene^tsj till 
his death, which happened in 1744-5, He was a man of considerabte 
celebrity in the University; and remarhaUe for his good temper, dilL 
fence, and integrity. Antiquities were his favourite study. He was a 
great collector of antient coins and medalsand is honourably men¬ 
tioned in Dr. MiddIeton*s “ Antiquitates Middletoiiiause ami more par¬ 
ticularly so in the Rev. Philip Parsons's " Monuments and Painted Glass, 
&c. in Kent," under the article where are some copious extracts 

from Dr, W* Warren's MSS. reiadve to that parish, which he began in 
1702 , and continued at different periods till 1721.™Tbe Rev, Williatn Cole 
of Mikon thus notices him in his ** Athense Cantabrjgienses:"^—“ In ve¬ 
neration to the memory of my late worthy friend. Dr, William Warren, 
Fellow of this College, who died at Canterbury, to vvhich place he re¬ 
moved from Cambridge about four months before his death, in hopes that 
his native country air might be of service to. him in his melatiEholy sltua- 
tioii, with a cancer in his cheek, which bad afhicted him for nearly two 
years, I will subjoin his epitaph in this place, as 1 took it from his will, 
shewn me by his Brother, the Ruv. Dr. Warren of Cavendish, who is now, 
ut?!. May 22, 1745, at Cambridge, disposing of the late Dr. Warren's 
Library; where he desires, if he should die at College, to be buried in the 
South corner of hie College Chapel, if the Master and Fellnws would give 
leave; or else in his own church-yard of St. Edward 111 Cambridge, near 
the tomb of Dr. Mapletofti or if in Kent, then to ne interred in the 
church-yard at the East end of the chance] of the parish church of Ash¬ 
ford, in the chancel of which lie his father and mother. He left the fol¬ 
lowing epitaph to be put on his grave-stone, which be ordered to be put 
over him. Accordingly he was buried as he desired in Ashford church¬ 
yard, and bis epitaph is as follows t 

' H. S. E. 

GuUelmus Warren, LL. D. 

Aul. Trin, Cantabr. Socius. 

Reverendi viri Satnuelis Warren, 
hujus Ecdcsise olim Vicarlt 
FiHus. 

Ohiit 3 Jan. 1744, 
ffitatis siiffi LX It.' 

Dr- Warren was a good Antiquary, and has made a callection of all 
that concerns this College, of which he was a respected memlier, in one 
folio volume, called * Colleciaiieauf which J am promised a sight by 

Mr. 
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« Dear Sir, Trinity Hall, Nov. 12 , 1739 . 

» I am much obliged to you and Mr. Collins for the trouble 
you have taken about my Brother's* two volumes of Sermons, 
Prav eive my humble service to Mr. Collins when you see him, 
and thank him from me. I have wrote to Mr. Bettenham and 
desii-ed him to send 15 sets of my Brother’s Sermons*, bound, &c. 
directed to the Rev. Mr. Collins, at Cardinglon, near Bedford. 

I now beg the favour of a line from you to let nie know the 
names of the persons these fifteen sets are to be delivered to, in 
order to my preventing a mistake which otherwise I may make 
in my accounts, with respect to the first and second payments j 
for when I know the names, 1 can tell whether 5s. or 10 s. are to 
be paid for a set. When you see Mr. Collins, you will easily ad- 
iust the matter* I have delivered your message to Dr, Middleton 
concerning the subscriptions for his book. The sraall-pox is very 
much In town 5 and Mrs. Simpson now lies dead of it,— 
great loss to her pretty children ? I have read a sixpenny book 
lately come out against my brother's Sermons, concerning the 
Jews and Samaritans. It is called ' The Dissenters Apology; 
I think it a poor performance, in the perverse, peevish, com- 
plaining tnie-biue Presbyterian way* 

Were I not so tied by the leg as I am, I should be very glad 
to smoke a pipe with you at Houghton Conquest % but alas 1 I 
cannot do all the noble things 1 would do ; but when I come to 
be married, and have more liberty, 1 hope to see you oftencr. 
My humble service to Mrs. Grey and Misses, and all friends in 
Bedfordshire* I hope you and all your good lamily have your 
health* I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, Wm. Wareek; 

Mr. Robiuson ; he left it by will to the Masters of this College* Hh bro¬ 
ther, Dr. Richard Warren of Cavendish in Suffolk, is going to publish a 
small treatise, collected by Dr. William Warren, concerning the true 
situation of Granchester; and he tehe me be will give an account of bb 
Brother in a prefatory memoir, with relation of a bustle that happened m 
the CoUege between him and one Parsons, formerly butler of the College, 
and after postmaster of this town: an impudent, pragmatical, little fel¬ 
low, who used to value himself on being" thought an Atheist. He is 
buried under the North wall of the North aile of Great Sti Mary^s church¬ 
yard, under an akar free-stone monument 

I remember Dr. Warren showed to me a large parcel of coins, which 
bad been brought to him from the neighbourhood of the Castle and Ches- 
tertun Fields; but I do not remember any from Granchester, though be 
Vvad made diligent enquiry after some. I'his seems to indicate that the old 
Roman Station was on the North side of the river, about the Castle at 
Chesterton, or the ramp in that parish. 1 am even doubtful whether 
what we now call Granchester had that name sooner than Edward the 
Third's time. In old deeds about that time it is usually styled Graniesete.” 

* John Warren, eldest sou of the Vicar of Ashford, was of Queen's 
College, Cambridge; B. 1GS5; M. A. 1693; B D. I 7 OI ; D. D. ITlh 
He was somfctime Preacher at Trinity Church, Cambridge; and a Pre¬ 
bendary of Exeter, He published in 1716, A Sermon on the Death of 
the Rev* J, Merrill and two volumes of his “ Sermons on several Sub¬ 
jects'' were published in 1739, (See pp* 309, 31 Jj 


Dbak 
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Dear Sir, Trinity Hall, Juty 4, 1740, 

I presume you have already heard of Sir John Hatton’s death. 
But perhaps it may be news to you to be told that on'Wednesday 
last, July 9, the reverend, learned, pioasj conBcientious, and 
judicious Antiquary, Thomas Baker, B, D, departed this life in 
his o\yn chamber. He was found lying on the floor, in a para- 
lytical disorder, two or three days before he died. I hear that he 
has left of his volumes of Collections to my Lord Oxford, 15 
more to the University Library, and some to St. John’s CoUege, 
His pictures and Prints, unbequeathed, to Dr, Zachary Grey; 
Lyndewode's Provincial to Professor Dickins. Mr. Gay was here 
the other day, aud paid me 6^, 9i\ for my Brother’s Sermons, for 
which I thank him, and you, and Mr, Collins, and the rest of 
my friends. 1 hope you are all well at your house* My humble 
service to all. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate liiunble servant, Wm* Warren/’ 

“ Dear Sir, Trmity llallj OcL 7, 1740. 

I heard by a gentleman in your neighbourhood that you are 
w'ell, which J was glad to Lear. I came to College about ten 
days ago, I brought a few sheets more of Dr, Brett’s notes upon 
Hudibras, which I desii'e you to have the perusal of when I can 
liave an opportunity of sending them to yon ^ and when you shall 
have done with them, please to return them to me by some con¬ 
venient opportunity, I have his leave for your perusing of them; 
and if you shall publish notes upon Hudibras, he desires you 
would give him a book; but I desire (hat you would give him 
two. If there is any particular part of Hudibras that you want 
to be informed about, he will be very ready to give the best ac¬ 
count be can of it. Dr. Dickins is not yet come to College; but 
I expect every post to hear of his coming. We are in hopes 
that Dr. Watefland will recover; 1 am, dear Sir, 

Your most humble servant, Wm, Warren/' 

Dear Sir, Trinity Halit Nov* 1749, 

I have got several subscriptions. Several gentlemen have 
promised to take books when published; and 1 hope to have 
more still, which I shall give you an account of when you come 
to Cambridge, which i am glad to hear' you will do shortly, 

I have read over Hudibras on purpose to make some obser¬ 
vations, which I design to communicate to you when I shall have 
the pleasui'c of seeing you* 

i let Mr. Thomas Robinson have IE of your receipts, which 
he thinks he can get off for you. 1 find you are like to liave a 
great subscription. I am glad of it. Do not be angry with me 
if 1 desire you not to commit the book to the press sooner than 
is necessary. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most humble servant, in haste, Wm. Warren.” 
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From the Rev. Dr. Daniel Water land*. 

“ Rev. SiRj Windsor^ Feh. 5. 1734-5. 

» 1 thought myself highly obliged to you and my other kind 
friends for the honour they were pleased to do me in a late af¬ 
fair : and heartily sorry that I was forced, in a manner, to make 
further trial of their good-nature and friendship, by declining 
the office I beg of you to believe that, as I received their com- 
iiliments with all possible respect, so I accept of their genero^Iy 
excusing me with all possible gratitude; and whenever 1 slid) 
have the pleasure of meeting you, you and I perhaps may talk 

more of that matter. , . ■ 

*' 1 thank you for acquainting me with what you are designing; 
and am very glad that you think of re-printing that excellent 
piece. I have no thought of replying to Barbeyrac's late insult; 
neither indeed have I yet seen it; but Mr. Johnsonl, of our Al¬ 
lege, sent me up some account of the manner and contents of it, 
by which I apprehend that he has scarce entered into the main 
question, or set himself (as he ought to have done) to defend 
the charges he had before made against Atlianagoras, Clemens, 
&c. 5 but has contented himself with looser roving talk, such as 
any one may throw out when he cannot make a just reply. Mr, 
Johnson is going to publish De Officio Hominis et sn 
with a short Preface and Notes. He asked me, if I wouM have 
him take any notice of what concerned me \ and I sent him word 
he might spend a page of his Prefece that way, if he saw proper^ 
hut, if you will be so kind as to animadvert farther in your Pre¬ 
face, you will have a handsome occasion for so doing, and will 
have more room to spare for it ^ and 1 believe you will find it 
little more than play to you, to deal with him on that subject. 

“ If you think of sending up papers to me, it will be best to 
direct them to Mr. Warcopp's for me 5 and he will convey them 
safe to me, eithefat Twickenham J or at Windsor, as may Imppeuj 
and if 1 am capable of observing any thing upon them that may 
be useful and to the purpose, I shall readily do it^ only I shall 
be under a disadvantage, if 1 shall chance to be then at rwicken- 
ham, where 1 have no books to consult. 

I was told by Mr. Burton that you are preparing a second 
part against Neal, which I hope is true. Neal and Chandler, I 
observe, are lashing the Establishment of our Church, through 
the sides of the Papists, in their late Sermons. Chandler § ha» 
slandered Athanasius, without the least colour for it. I have been 
Sony that no one yet has undertaken a just answer to Sir Isaac 
Newton's 14ih chapter relating to the Prophecies of Daniel, in 

* Master of Magdalen Cohege, Cambridge ; Cbaaeellor ef the Choir 
of York, Archdeacon of Middleses, and Canon of Windsor, J7S7. He died 
Dec. 22, 1740 ; and was buried in St. George's Chapel. See the'' Literary 
Anecdotes,'* vol. VII, pp. 457, 707. 

h Tbomas Johnson, of Magdalen College ; B. A. 1724; M. A. 1738* 

X He was Vicar there from 1730 to 1740, ^ , f 

§ Dr, Samuel Chandler, a pious and learned Dissenting Minister; ol 
whom see the ** Literary Anecdotes,” vol. VII. p. 69. 
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tviiich he slily abuses the AthaDasians ; and Mr* Whiston (in his 
last about PEdegon) applies and enforces it* That prophetical 
way of managing the debate on the side of Arianism is a very 
silly one, and might be easily retorted. But, besides that, what 
Sir Isaac has said is most of it false history, 1 have scribbled the 
margin all the way j but I have so many other things to do (and 
besides less able to bear close and intense study)j that i cannot, I 
believe, undertake it myself; i wish somebody else would* I am, 
dear Sir, your affectionate humble servant, Da.k. Watekland." 
Beak Sir, Windsor j Dec. 10, I731i* 

I ought sooner to have acknowledged your last kind letter; 
but happening to write to Mr* Chapman soon after, 1 begged 
of him to make iny compliments to you, and to give my answer 
in part* If Mr. Baker's friend succeeds so far as to get the Vice- 
Chancellor's hand, with the hands of some other Heads, he may 
be sure of mine, if wanted to fill up the number. Please to 
present my most humble service to Mr. Baker* 

Mr. Peck has wTitten to me on the affair you mentioned, I 
write about it to our President (now at Cripplegate), in order to 
have the sense of tlie Society upon it, I am for encouraging all 
public works j and I believe there will be no difficulty in the 
affair, provided there be no danger of giving offence to Mr, Pepys's 
relations.; for, since it was bis own handy-work, perhaps they 
may conceive that we ought, in good manners at least, to con¬ 
sult theih in it, Mr, Foulkes will write to you in a while, after 
he has well considered, 

Mr, Peck is so kind as to send me a list of several books re¬ 
lating to the Eucharist, If you write to him, please to return 
my thanks, and tell him that, if it be not too much trouble to 
him and his friends, I should be glad to see two or three of 
them:—The Christian's Manna,* 16T3;—■ Liamb* Danaeus's 
Isagoge,' 15S3;—Be^ae Dialogi/ 1561. 

The rest T either have aheaily, or doubt whether they would 
be of use to me, I thank you for the use of those which you 
were so kind as to send up. I find some curiosities amongst 
them. My wife joins in service to yourself and the ladies, I 
am, dear Sir, your affectionate humble servant, D. Water land/* 
Dr^r Sir, Windsor, 3farch I7j 1735-6* 

1 retui^n you my hearty thanks for your t^vo very seasonable, 
very useful pieces, which I have received, and have read over 
with much pleasure; and which I speak of in such terms as they 
deserve, to as many of my actpiaintance as 1 happen to meet with* 
“ 1 have likewise been reading your Tutor’s second part, for so 
you think it an honoui- to yourself to call him; and I think the 
honour mutual and reciprocal between Tutor and Pupil, Will 
you be so good as to present my humble service and thanks to 
Dr, Warren, when you see him, for his kind present to me, and 
for the great service he has done, and is still doing, to our com¬ 
mon Christianity ? He has girded the great man* closer than any 
* Bishop Hoadly* 
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one before; and has um'avelled both his sophistry and prevarica- 
tioji with the utmost acuteness; but I am more particularly 
pleased with the critical acumen shown in rescuing, 1 Cor. xi. ^1, 
from the Mse and odious constructions given to it by the adver¬ 
sary, and too easily admitted by some uncautious friends. I am 
glad that he intends to favour U9 with a third part; and the 
larger he makes it, the more obliging to his readers. I saw a 
kind of sc^uib which some trifler had thrown out upon his first 
part. His best answer to it, in niy mind, will be contempt, and 
going on with his work ; none but low declaimers will engage 
on the other aide; or, if any man of parts should engage, he 
will not be able to write sense upon it. I am persuaded, the 
principal man will write no more in that argument, for fear of 
exposing himself farther. You judge rightly of the author of 
^ Christian Exceptions.* I know it is our friend Wheatley's, and it 
is well received; and is of good use for detecting the Socinianisin 
of * Plain Account/ and for opeiUDg the eyes of some ignorant 
admirers. 

It IS a great pleasui'e to me to find that there is no necessity 
of my wi'iting at all; or, at least, that I may reasonably take 
what time I please for it. I have drawn out a rough sketch of what 
I intended in a general way, taking in the whole compass of the 
subject, and discussing such points as fell m my way, either 
against Papists or Lutherans, or dthers, but particularly Soci- 
nians. 1 shall take due time to consider whether it may be proper 
to publish at all, or what improvements to make if 1 do. 

Mr. Peck lias been so kind as to send me several curious pieces, 
of which I shall make use in due place. I hope our College has 
obliged him in the last request be made, and which I had the 
pleasure of recommending to their consideration, desii ing them 
to acquaint you with the I'esult. Mr. Foulkes sent me vvoro, 
that he believed the affair would meet with no difficulty. 

When you see your neighbour, the Vice-Chancellor will 
you please to present my humble service to him, and tell him 
that I am moving to Twickenham (God willing) on Friday next; 
and shall be wkhin call, if the University sends up their Petition 
with respect to a Bill depending- We have had {God be thanked) 
all desirable success in the Test affair, which I look upon as the 
Churches triumph, not merely over Dissenters as such, but over 
a more dangerous sort of men, made up of Unbelievers and Mis¬ 
believers. That threatening storm is happily blown over. As to 
the other, I am not yet fully apprised of the nature of it, I was 
told by some persons yesterday that the design was only to pre¬ 
vent death-bed alienations, or donations; and that all would be 
left at liberty to dispose of their estates as they should see fit, 
provided it were but done while there was mens sana in cor pore 
sano. 1 am afraid this news is too good to be true, or has some¬ 
thing artful in it, contiived for a blind, to make us careless and 
negligent, till it be too late to interpose; but whether a Petition 
be a proper way of inteiposing, I am much in doubt. 

Dr. John Adamv, Master of Sidney SusseK College. 

I should 
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“ 1 sliould think it sufficient to send up a letter of thanks to 
Mr* TownsheDdj and to desire him, if need be^ to confer with the 
Oxford Members^ about moving for a saving clause in behalf of 
the Univei’sities, as has been usual in such cases* This might 
serve at least for the presents till we can dive a little deeper into 
the secret of affairsj and know certainly what is intended* 

“ Pray my humble service to the good Master of Jesus, when 
you see him j and, if you think his modesty will not be offended, 
thank him for bis very acute and learned remark upon the old 
Knight's blunder. I never supposed that Sir Isaac was any great 
Divine, or Ecclesiastical Histonan j but that he should be caught 
tripping in calculation, and failing in his own art, was what one 
would not have e^tpected j and it ought to make his friends blush 
for exposing his cmde peiformance* 

My wife joins in service to the good ladies, with, dear Sir, 

'' Your affectionate humble servant, Dan* WatbslandJ* 
Dear Sir, Windsor^ Jan. 19, 1738-9* 

Your recommendation of Mr- Dunchley % backed with Mr* 
Archdeacon Lunn's, ought to have great weight with me, and 
has so accordingly } and i believe I can effectually recommend 
the same to the College, The 31st of this month is the appointed 
day for filling up the vacancy. In the mean season, it would be 
some satisfaction to me to be assured that Mr,BunchIey will choose 
to reside at Caxton, if it be the larger parish of the two, and if 
a minister shall be most wanted there j but I do not insist upon it, 
if there shaU be any great inconvenience (more than I am aware 
of) in removing, 1 only recommend it, as a thing worthy of his 
consideration, and preferable c^eferis pat thus, 1 shall hope for 
a line fi'om you between this and the 31st) and forget not to 
tell me Mr. Bunchley's Christian name* For the rest, please to 
wait till the day is over, and then you shall hear again fiom me, 
if it please God* 

Your Printer has been in my head, and again out of my 
head, at times : 1 thank you for reminding me now* Immediately 
upon the receipt of yours, I sent for half a dozen, ordering him 
to pay 195* for tJiem, to be taken at Mr* Waicop's* They are 
not yet come to band) but I expect them by every coach. I 
desired Mr* Bettenham to tell me what number he had remain¬ 
ing, and whether he might not afford them somewhat cheaper 
if he should find customers for them* 1 think myself as much 
concerned as you, that he may be no loser : I hope he may be 
a gainer in the end* Our Joint sei^vices and compliments proper 
to the season wait upon you and the good ladies* 

My serrice to Dr- Williams when you see him* Mr, Chap¬ 
man has been here, and was so kind as to spend some days tvith 
me. He mentioned to a third person something of a kind of sub¬ 
scription to what you are preparing further against Daniel Neak 
I overhearing him bid him take me also into tjie list) and I 
think of speaking to friends here and at Eton, if you will give 
me a little more light. I am, dear Sir, Dan. Waterland." 

^ Richard Bundiley, of Cbrist's College, Carobridgc.j B. A* 169 B. 

Dear 
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Dear Sm, fi^indsor, Wednesday, Jan. 31, 1739*9* 

A Presentatioa is dmwing for Mr. Bancbley. It ts to be 
sealed with ttie C:oIlege seal to-morrow j and I intend to send 
it to Mr. Warcopp’s by Friday's coach, directed for you, and 
there to remain till called for by your order. If Mr* Buochley 
must take a journey to Lon don, for institution there, the Pre¬ 
sentation will wait his coming | or if the Bishop of Ely has con- 
trired to get such things done by proxy in the country, then you 
can send a letter to Mr. Warcopp, desiring him to tmnsmit to 
him what is directed tor you. The charges of the Presentation 
I shall lay down here j and you may take as much for Mr. Eunch- 
ley, and repay me when you see me, or else may put down for 
my use to Mr. Beaty, %L 15s* reckoned thus i For the seal 4s.; 
Chapter Clerk %L 10s. 6d,; Parchment stamped Yirger Ss.Gd. 

"" The Printer has sent me some of your books as ordered^ 
with the ' Answer to NeaPs fourth part/ 1 shall accept of your 
intended kind presents, and put me among Mr. Chapman's sub¬ 
scribers besides. I can oblige a friend with one of them. You 
may set down Dr. Booth*, our Dean, who has promised me 
to take one. I have not yet had time to mention it to morej 
but probably I may have leisure, in a while, to add to the list: 
I shall endeavour it. J thank you for your kind offer to consult 
any books for me if occasion should be, 1 do not think of any 
at present > but, when 1 do, I shall take the freedom you give me. 

am very sorry to hear the ill news from Calus College f, 
which is got to town (it seems), and alarms many good men there. 
Pray my humble service to Dr, Williams and Mr. Baker, when 
you see them. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate humble ser\’ant, Dan, Wateh land.*" 


To the Bev. Dr* Philif Williams j. 

Dear Sir, M^indsor^ Fe6, 15, 1739*40. 

“ I am ashamed to come so late with my acknowledgments 
due for your kind letter, and for the copy of the University's 
compliments to Lord T'ownshend, whereby they have done jus¬ 
tice to their Koyal and Noble Benefactors, as welt as honour to 
themselves. My excuse for my tardiness may appear a little ill- 
natured, because 1 am going to charge you with part of the blame. 
You had put me upon considering ; which was send¬ 

ing me into a wood, to wander up and down, and lose myself; and 
you could not well expect to hear any news of me, till I could 
find a way out, as at length 1 believe 1 have: but I am not yet 
so conddent of my acquaintance with all the windings and 
turnings, as to undertake to conduct others safely through 

^ Peumston Booth, of Magdalen College, Cambridge; B. A. 170t; 
M. A, 1705 ; D. D. (Com. Reg.) 1738 j Prebendary of Lincoln, and Rector 
of Potter’s Hamworth, 1719? Canon of Windsor, 1723; and Dean, 1739* 
See the “ Literary Anecdotes,^’ vol. V, p. 368. 

+ What this ill-news" wag, I leave to be discovered by some future 
Commentator. % P- 394, 

them: 
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them : it h enough, for once, if I have but escaped myself. You 
mention a design of a friend of yours relating to a new and com¬ 
plete Common-place-book to the whole Bible, and you desire my 
opinion of the usefulness of such a work. If I live to see you 
in Cambiidge after next Whitsuntide, we may then talk over the 
whole affair. At present I do not apprehend what kind of a work 
your friend has formed in his mind. Is it to reduce the Scripture 
matters to certain heads, after the way of vviiat has been called 
a Concordance of things ? or is it to note down whatever is occa¬ 
sionally met with in any author (excepting Commentators, who 
m^e readily turned to) for the explication of particular texts, after 
the way of W'olfins in his ' Curae Criticae et Philologicae,* on 
the New Testament. Till I know something more perfectly of 
the general scheme at least, 1 know not what opinion to give of 
it. If a person in the prime of life, who has years before him, 
a strong constitution, and strong inclination likewise, bad a 
mind to refer whatever he reads to the Bible, and to have it 
forthcoming upon every occasion, the way, 1 think, would be, 
L To interleave an Hebrew Bible, in order to note down in It 
whatever occurs in relation to the Hebrew text in such Criticks 
as Buxtorf, Cappellus, 2. To interleave a Septuagint, in order 
to note down, that is, to make rcfej ence to book and page of 
such Authors as have any where Imppily reconciled the Greek 
texts to the Hebrew, or otherwise explained them. Much of 
that kind may be found in Bochart, somewhat also in Pocock’s 
' Porta Mosis,* and Peai'son’s Preface to the Septuagint; not to 
mention other writers of inferior note, 3. To interleave a Greek 
Testament, for making references to Criticks, in like manner as 
Wolff us has made references in his Cnrte before mentioned. 

4. To interleave an English Bible, chiefly for the noting down 
any coiTcctions or amendments proper to be made in the English 
text; as indeed many have been occasionally ntiled by our able 
divines, such as one w^ould wish to recollect, as need may require. 

5. To interleave a Latin Bible and Testament, wherein to enter 
a reference to any author or authors (commentators always ex¬ 
cepted) who have particulaidy considered this or that text > or 
else to refer to Fathers who have interpreted such or such texts. 

Such a method of common-placing would be of very great 
use, in order to preserve what one has any where read, and not 
to lose it in a_ manner soon after, as 1 believe is very usual. But, 
I presume, what your friend has in his thoughts, is not a thing 
of this kind proper for private use, or as prepaiatoiy to some 
great work upon the Bible; but something else. Whenever you 
favour me with some general idea of the design thought on, I 
shall very frankly give you my opinion, of it. 

A learned Foreigner (Mr. Lemker of Luneburgh) sent to 
me to know whether such a pamphlet as ^ Some Observations ad¬ 
dressed to the Author of the Letter to Dr. Walerland,' had ever 
appeared. It seems he had taken hints of such a piece from some 
Foreign Journals, and some persons of Leipsick had reproached 

him 
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him as refei'ring' to a piece which never was in being, and it 
gave him uneasiness, 1 compassionated his case, and sent him 
an exact list of all that had been published in that fray? by or 
against the letter-writer j only 1 would not acquaint the gentleman 
with the names of the several Authors, having no leaver and be¬ 
sides, not knowing what use might be made of it, Mr, I^mker had 
translated into the German language " Delany's Revelation ex¬ 
amined with candour,’ in which there is a small digression about 
the Letter-writer j so came Mr, Lemker to give some account, 
by way of note, of what had been written on the same side with 
Delany, as far as he could learn from the foreign prints, 

** 1 am* Sir, your most obliged and affectionate humble 
servant, Dan, Waterland " 


From the Rev. George Wateson*. 

Good Sir, AmpikUh 17'33, 

** T am summoned to appear on Tuesday next before the Com¬ 
missioners at Bedford, &c, I am lame j so the inclosed, which 
is to excuse me, I desire you to present to Capt, Armstrong, and 
send me his answer, either by the bearer, or to-morrow, or 
Thursday morning, and you will oblige 

Your humble servant and friend, G, Wateson,” 


From the Rev. Dr. William Webster -I*. 

** Dear Sir, Temple Bar, Septs 7, 1735* 

You had some reason in your own mind to blame me for 
not answering yours sooner j but I w’aited till yesterday for an 
answer from Fulham, which 1 have inclosed, together with your 
other letter, for fear you should have forgotten any of the books 
you there mention, together with your next parcel. The Bishop^ 
has not yet received your last parcel, because it was not come 
to hand w'hen I went yesterday to Fulham, though 1 had re¬ 
ceived your letter, 

I am obliged to you for giving me the pleasure of reading 
over the Dean’s MS,§ which 1 shall carefully convey to Dr, Water- 
land, The 6lb, and a quarter] | is annihilated. When 1 see you I 
have a curious passage or two between his Lordship and me, 
about the Dean, to communicate, 

" With all due I'espects, 1 am, &c* William Webster/* 

^ A celebrated Nonjueing Clergytuan, who quitted the living of Mil- 
brook in Hampshire; and died at AmpthiU, Bedfordshire, a^ed near 90, 
t Of whom see some memoirs, and several other Letters, in the 
« Literary Anecdotes,” voLV, pp. !€0—175* See also voL VIL pp,458,708, 
% Dr, Edmund Gibson, Bishop of London, 

§ Dean Moss, See the Literary Anecdotes/' voL V* p, 166^ 

II This 13 an allusion to Bishop Hoadly, 


« Dear 
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Dear Sir, Tuesday nigJitt Cmmn Street^ [1736.] 

" Thei-e is just published ^ Advice to the Freeholders,* sup¬ 
posed to be written by a Bishop, but for any farther account I 
must leave you to your own conjectures. I take it for granted 
that you arc mindful of Sijwire Hooker'^ upon every proper occa- 
sion^ because you are on all occasions so mindful of the intei-est of 
Your affectionate and obliged sei'vant, William Webster,** 


From the Rev. Dr. John Wilcox-^. 

Rev. Sir, FeL 96 j 1746. 

At a Meeting of the Vice-Chancellor and Heads, some years 
ago, I remember, it was resolved not to give their consent, for 
the future, to the procuring a Mandamus for a Degree, till the 
case of the person applying should be laid before them by the 
Vice-Chancellor, and approved of by a good number present at 
the Meeting. I have hitherto thought myself obliged not to de¬ 
part fi'om this resolution j and hope you will not take it ill that 
1 do not send you any certain ansvver to your letter* 

"ianij Rev, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, J. Wilcox/* 


From the Rev. John Wilkinson|. 

“ Dear Sik, [1745.] 

A Friend of mine, having heard that the next Presentation 
to the Living of Marston, in your neighbourhood at Houghton- 
Conquest, is to be sold, and not knowing where to find Mr* Hat¬ 
ton, who {he tells me) hath the disposal of it, desired me to get 
him some information 5 1 therefore beg the favour of you. Sir, 
(if you are acquainted rvith the premises and conditions of sale) 
to inform me what the annual value is, what is the sum asked 
for it, what glebe-lands, what sort of a parsonage-house, and 
any other particulars which you shall think proper to mention. 
The gentleman who would treat about it is a gentleman of 
honour) and ’will wait upon Mr. Hatton, if desired, either at 
Cambridge, or any other place: and the Clergyman, for whom 
it is designed (if the affair succeeds), you will find a worthy per¬ 
son, and an agreeable neighbour, I shall be obliged to you for 
an answer as soon as possible, because the gentleman will leave 
this couutiy in a fortnight's time 5 and rely upon your goodness 
to pardon the freedom taken, and the trouble given you by. 
Reverend Sir, your most humble servant, J* Wilkinson^/* 

* In Dr* Webster's Weekly Miscellany.” 

t Master of Clare Hail, Cambridge, 1T3G, and Vice-Cbancellar the 
same year 5 Sub* dear) of York) Rector of Kcnsin|;toii 1731* He died 
Sept. 16, 1762. See the « Literary Anecdotes,vob 11. p, 1S5. 

X Of Emanuel College, Cambridge) B* A* M. A. 1729; B.D, 

1736) and Rector of Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire. 


From 
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From the Right Hon. Sir John Willes 

It Serjeants Inn, March 20, 1745, 

" I was favoured with yours. A Commissioner of the Lottery, 
though a place not worth liaving, is very difficult to be got, since 
almost every Member of Parliament has some one or other to 
recommend. However, as I told you before, I have not the least 
interest in the present Lords of the Treasury, who look upon 
themselves to have a right to dispose of these places; but I assure 
you that I shall be ready to serve you in any thing that is in my 
power. The Master of the Rolls f has lost his sister Grtwe, who 
was an exceeding good woman j and he is very much afflicted. 

I am. Sir, your very faithful humble servant, J. Willes." 


From the Rev. Dr. Philip Williams^. 

Dearrst Sir, Cenubfidgef 3faTch 4, 1740-1. 

'' Mrs. James desired me to return her liearty thanks for your 
friendly advice and trouble about her late liusbaiid*s books. She 
has sold them to Mr. Rutter for about 501 

Mr. Burtoiij Mr. Baker*s Executor, died at Durham about 
10 days ago j and if you will return the Catalogue by Mr. Hatton, 
with your opinion of the value, it may be of service to Mr, G. 
Baker, who, I believe, will purchase them of Mr. Burton's Ad- 
mi nisti'ators I for it is feared that he died intestate. 

1 believe Mr. James made no observations upon his Hiidi- 
bras; but I will make enquiry, and if I can any where pick up 
any materials, I will always remember that Hudibras is now 
uuder the best qualified hand in England to explain and do him 
justice. I have borrowed Huetius out of our Library for your use, 
which I desire you to return, as soon as conveniently you can to 
me or Mr. Rowse§. 1 shall resign my FellowshipH next Sunday, and 
afterwards my residence here vvill be precarious. My hearty re¬ 
spects wait upon the ladies of your house ; and 1 am, dear Sir, 
Your ever affectionate and ol)edicnt servant, P. William 
Dear Sir, July 5, 1740* 

This is an extract from our good friend Mr. Baker’s will, 
which Mr. Burton desired me to convey to you with his service j 
and will deliver the contents according to your order: 'All my 
other pictures and prints (undisposed of) 1 leave to my worthy 
friend Dr. Grey, LL.D. for the ornament of his house, with rings 
of a guinea to him/ &c. In haste, entirely yours, P. Williams.” 

^ Chief Justice of the Common Fleas in 1737. He[diedDec* IS, 17S1* 
■f Widiam Fortescue, Esq. 

t Ffesident of St, John's College, and Public Orator- See the ** Literary 
Anecdotes.** voh 1. p. 553j vol. Vll* p. 468; and vol, VIII, p. 415. 

§ Ezekiel Rowse, of St. John's; B. A. 1699; M. A. 1703; B. D, 1711, 

[j Oil accepting the Rectory of Barrow in Su0folk, to which he after¬ 
wards added that of Long Sutton in Liu coin sbi re. He expended 1 OOOf, 
on the Parsonage of Barrow; where he died May 23, 1747, and was buried 
in that Church. Mr, Cole says, In 1746 be solicited Henry Howard 
Earl of Suffolk for ft he Mastership of Magdalem; at which time J bad also 
a prospect of it, from Colonel Vacbelfs alliance to Lady Ports mouth, of 
ihe Griffin family,*' From 
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Letters to the Rev. Dr. Richard Busby *. 


From Abraham Cowley, the Poet. 

“Sir, 

should haire made you this mean present f before^ but that 
I have been out o£ town ; and as some things are too gi-eat, so 
this is too little to be sent far. If I were not well acfiualnted 
with your candour, and your particular favour to me, it would 
be madness to venture this criminal in the presence of so great 
and so long-practised a judge of these mattei’S. It may be a fit¬ 
ter entertainment for some of your scholars than for yourself, 
and is a more proportionable companion for the hyssop than the 
cedars of Lebanon, I ask, therefore, your pardon for this 
liberty, and am, with great respect. Sir, 

Your most humble, and most faithful servant, A, Cowley/’ 


From Mr. J. Scltdamohe. 

Sin, I/omeladej Jufie QTf 1663, 

You ai^e now engaged. The acceptance of the Cyder in the 
wooden vessel puts a necessity upon yon not to refuse these ten 
dozen of the same apple in glass-bottles, which this bearer is to pre¬ 
sent you with : for, since I have just cause to fear that yours hath 
endured the same mishap which others have felt that f sent up at 
the same time; I would vindicate ] and these holtles desire to be ad¬ 
mitted to plead for their kindred. And how can that generous and 
most eminent person, who yields himself to be the Guide of Life 
by seasphing the tender years of this Nation, give such an exam¬ 
ple as to refuse to receive the piea of an innocent thing, which 
desires to shew the failing comes not from viciousness in nature,, 
but from some external violence of cask, or carriage, or the like ? 
Therefore we knock boldly at your cellar-door, and request only 
to be heard, that is, to be tasted j accompanjdng it with the 
heartiest wishes that an obliged real friend can breath, and rest¬ 
ing yours affectionately to serve you. 

God bless my Grandson J, and reward you for him. 

J* Scudamoee/’ 


From the Rev. Dr. Humphrey Pbideaux^, 

'' Cum sub tuo moderamine (Vir Kevei'cnde) tam diu bonis 
litem institutus, tanti Viri sancUoribus curis summoque ^vore 
intimihs fruebar, pudet, fateor, post tot exactos an nos pro 
tantis beneheiis jam primtim gratias retribuere j timeremque ne 

^ Dr. Busby was appointed Master of Westminster School, Dec. 13, 
1640 j arid closed a long, healthy, and laborious life, April 1695, aged 89* 
-f- Probably the Two Books of his PJanti,“ in l66S. 

^ James Scudamore, Klrtg^s Scholar, 166L 

§ Afterwards Dean of Norwich. Be had been admitted at Westmin¬ 
ster in 1665, and elected to Oxford in 1666. 
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ipsa gratiarum actiO, ctini tam sera sit, indicium ingratitudinb 
videretur, nisi cognovissem taotnm tuum esse erga tuos cando^ 
rem, ut hinc colligeres potiiis non posse ingratnm esse animum, 
qui beneficiorum quae tot abhinc annis contulisli, tirmiter sem¬ 
per religiosbque retinet memoriam. Fateor dim in animo esse, 
semperque me ab illo favoris tui memori incitari, aliquod tibi 
me® gratitudinis specimen offerrej minimbque in hoc distulisscm 
tempus nisi tam ingentia tua in me inerita sic deterruissent, ut 
piitaverim me non omnino posse, nisi post dint urn torem in Aca¬ 
demic, moram felicioresque in studiis progressus, aliquid tibi 
offerre quod videatur illis aliqiiatenus dignum j et protect b con- 
scius ad hue, qukm minimb possum hoc prsestare, dint urn lore 
silentio credo me ingratfe usuriim, nisi tuis donis quse nuper 
mihi misisti sic prioribus beneficiis accnmulCsti nova, ut ellgerem 
potihs tibi quocunque modo meam prodere tenuitatem, qiiCm 
pro his meam gratitudinem ulteribs non agnoscere, ni, dum mea 
tenuitati addam etiam ingratitudinem, duplice nomine fiam tuo 
favore indignus, Precor Igitur ut hjEC grati animi officiaeCdem 
quA solitus eras in me tua conferre beneficia acciperes benignitate 
qu 0 D quanta sunt non aliundh cupio aestimari, nisi quatenus ex- 
primunt mEeam gratitudinem, quse qualis sit satis inde appaiere 
potest, qu 6 d eligerem potibs per hsec, qukm indignus sum tanto 
tuo favore, apertb indicare, quhm post tot accepta beneficia non 
prsestare, Sed ciim levia hsec non possint exprimei-e, quanta dbi 
debeo, gi'atulor mese fortunsc me a Pecano munere dignum ])u- 
tari, in quo mihi data cstoccasio, etiam per industriam ulteribs 
indicare, quanto in precio habeo tuum thvorem, in quo, quid k 
nobis actum sit, quamvis b. Keverendo viro cui has mens commisi 
litei'as possis plenibs informari, nonnulla tamen immatura mea 
in illo tentamina, primitiasque lab oris tibi mitto, quse, quamvis 
hoc legendi genus quatenus h Decano doetus tuls legibus prohi¬ 
bitum ulterihs non exerceo, spero tamen ostendent me, si non 
praestitisse, saltern tenthsse aliqidd quod in aliorum utilitatem 
tuunvque honorem conduxisse videatur* Haec qualiacunqiie sunt 
tibi humiliter otrero, quse tamen prius fiiere tua, speroqiie me 
per ilia aiitjuatenus indicare quaiubm cupio per omnia grati 
aninit officia videri semper esse tui favoris studiosissimus. 

Humph. Priueaux*’* 


From the Rev, Dn Ralph Bathurst^. 

“ Rev. Sir, Wells, Aug, ^S, 1681- 

It is now a month since I came hither to Wells 5 and hav¬ 
ing taken some prospect of our Church affairs, I thought fit to 
let you know how ready I am to execute any of your commands. 
1 find all here in peace j were it not for one Dissenting Brother, 
who (I fear) will never be otherwise ^ and at the last Chapter 
(as they tell me) flew out, and declared he would never more 

^ This eminent scholar was Bean of Wells from 1670 to J704, See 
the “ Literary Anecdotes/' vol V. p 653 ; voL VI, p. 176 * 
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rome to their meeting* I am to try what I can do with him 
against our next assembling at MidiaeTmas. The two Junior Ca¬ 
nons {Mr. Dutton and Mr. Sandys) will (I hope) prove useful 
men in the Church*—Sir^ you need not doubt of having right 
done you the next Audit, in respect to your former arrears* 
when the desperate debt w'as so unhandsomely assigned you for 
payment As for what Dr, Fane owed you, his wife declares 
that she hath administered to the sum of many hundreds of 
pounds beyond what she needed, in paying several debts more 
than she was bound to r one and twenty pounds (as 1 think 1 
formerly told you) she acknowledgeth to be due to you, and hath 
given in to the Cburch a remnant of her husband's books, in 
lieu of that sum; which (it seems) the Canons thought best to 
lay hold of whilst they were to be had* They are now laid aside 
in the audit-house till your pleasui^e be known concerning them: 
If they he w^orth that money, I think it is the utmost. If you 
please to have them prized and sold, the money shall be ac¬ 
counted to you. There are several of them which are not in our 
library j which if you please to have added to the catalogue of 
your beneficence, you will still enlarge the Church's obligations 
to you. The rest may either be exchanged for others which we 
want, O! else sold, as you shall give order. This should have 
gone by Dr, Creighton ; but his Majesty's sudden resolutions for 
Newmarket hath tui^ned his course immediately that way. I 
perceive Dr, Holt is veiy slow in making up his accounts with 
you, but he saith he will do it speedily. He is now no less than 
four years behind in paying the augmentation which our Church 
made to the Vicarage of Mud ford ; we summoned him lately about 
it, and he hath promised, satisfaction j as he hath likewise to 
James Williams, to whom he hath not yet paid the 5t, you were 
pleased to appoint the last year for his pains in overseeing the 
repai’ations of your house. 1 think 1 did then, at the request of 
Dr. Creighton and other Canons, propose to you the entertain¬ 
ing of Mr* Greene for your Vicar, who is a man useful in the 
Choir, poor, and having divers children. 1 am now desired to 
renevv the same petition to your You know. Sir, it is what the 
Charter requires of us all j and no man ever declined it but Dr. 
Fane, toward his latter time, whose nobility privileged him to 
do any thing that was ignoble, 

1 hope the next dividend (by help of Sir John Sydenham's 
fine when it comes,) will give encoui'agement to all your chari¬ 
table intentions } and if you design any thing' to be distributed 
to the poor^ here is Mr. Hobs, an old poor vicar, whose w'ife 
now lies at charge for the use of the Bath, desires me humbly to 
recommend \m case to you. 

In whatsoever you please to command me, I am, Rev. Sir, 
your most faithful and obedient servant, Ra. Bathurst/' 

* Dr. Busby was a Canon Residentiary of Wells, and Trc?asurcr of that 
Cftthedral, to wbieli he was a liberal henefac^lor. 

From 
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From John Dryden, the Poet 

Hon^ouhed Sik, Wednesday Morning, 169^, 

We liave, with much adoj recovered my younger son^ who 
came home extremely sick of a violent cold, and, as he thinks 
lumself, a chin-cough. The truth is, his constitution Is very 
tender j yet his desire of learning, I hope, will enable him to 
brush through the college. He is always gratefully acknow¬ 
ledging your fatherly kindness to him ; and very willing, to bis 
poor power, to do all things which may continue it. 1 have no 
more to add, but only to wish the eldest may also deserve some 
part of your good opinion, for 1 believe him to be of virtuous 
and pious inclinations ^ and for both, I dare assure you, that 
they can promise to themselves no farther share of my indul¬ 
gence than while they carry themselves with that reverence to 
you, and that honesty to all others, as becomes them. 

am, honoured Sir, yours, John Bryuen.’' 

Sir, 16Sa. 

If I could have found in myself a fitting temper to have 
waited upon you,' I had done it the day you dismissed my son 
from the College : for he did the message j and, by what 1 find 
from Mr. Meredith, as it was delivered by you to him ; namely, 

' that you desired to see me, and had somewhat to say to me con¬ 
cerning him/ I observed likewise somewhat of kindness in it, 
that you sent him away that you might not have occasion to cor¬ 
rect him, 1 examined the business, and found it concerned his 
having been Cwjiosf four or five days together. But, if he admo¬ 
nished, and was not believed, because other boys combined to 
discredit him with false witnessing, and to save themselves; per¬ 
haps his crime is not so great. Another fault it seems he made, 
which was going into one Hawkes’s house with some others j 
which you happening to see, sent your servant to kno\^wlio 
they were, and he only returned you my son's name: so the 
I'est escaped, I have no fault to find with my son's punishment, 
for that is, and ought to be reserved to any blaster, much more 
to you who ha’i'e been his Father's. But your man was cer¬ 
tainly to blame to name him only 5 and'tis only my respect to 
you that 1 do not take notice of it to him. My first rash resolu¬ 
tions W'ere, to have brought things past any composure, by itn- 

ThU eminent Pofet had been educated under Or. Busby; and was 
elected to Cambridge in IGSO; as was iiis cou&hv Jonathan m IGSG. 

f In the Hall of the College at Westminster, when the boys are at 
dinner, it is the place of the second hoy in the second election 

to keep order amoni: the two iinder elections ; and if any word, after he 
has ordered silence, he spoken, except in Latin, be says, tu es cusioit 
and this term passes from the second speaker to the third or more, till 
dinner is over. Whoever is then Cuslos has an imposition. It is highly 
probable (adds the very respectable gentleman to whom Malone was 
indebted for this information) that there had formerly been a tesserct or 
delivered From boy to boy, as at some French schools now, and 
that meant Gustos tessera, symboli, &c. but at Westminster the 

symbol is totally unknown at present. 
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mediately sending for niy son's things out of the College; but, 
wpon recollection, I find 1 have a double tie upon me not to do 
—one, my obligations to you for my education j another, my 
great tenderness of doing any thing offensive to my Lord Bishop 
of Rochester as Chief Governor of the College, It does not 
consist with the honour I bear him and you, to go so precipi¬ 
tately to work j no, not so much as to have any difference with 
you, if it can possibly be avoided. Yet, as iny son stands now, 

I cannot see with what credit he can be elected j for, being but 
sixth, and (as you are pleased to Judge) not deserving that nei¬ 
ther, I know not whether he may not go immediately to Cam¬ 
bridge, as well as one of his own election f went to Oxford this 
year by your consent* 

“ 1 will say nothing of my second son, but that, after you had 
been pleased to advise me to wait on my Lord Bishop for his fa¬ 
vour, I found he might have had the first place if you had not 
opposed it; and \ likewise found at the election, that, by the 
pains you had taken with him, he in some sort deserved it, 

1 hope, Sir, when you have given yourself the trouble to 
read thus fer, you, who are a pmdent man, wiU consider, that 
none complain, but they desire to be reconciled at the same 
time; there is no mild expostulation at least, which does not in¬ 
timate a kindness and respect in him who makes it* Be pleased, 
if there be no merit on my side, to make it your own act of 
grace to be what you were formerly to my son* I have done 
something, so far to conquer my own spirit as to ask It; and, in¬ 
deed, 1 know not with what face to go to my Lord Bishop, and 
to tell him I am taking away both my sons ; for, though I shall 
tell him no occasion, it will look like a disrespect to my old 
Master, of which 1 will not be guilty if it be possible, I shall 
add no more, but hope I shall be so satisfied with a favourable 
answer from you, which 1 promise to myself from your goodn^s 
and moderation, that I shall still have occasion to continue. Sir, 
Your most obliged humble servant, John Dryden." 

From Lady Elizabetpi Drydek;}:, 

Honoured Sir, Ascension-datj, 16B% 

I hope I need use no other argument to you in excuse of my 
son§ for not coming to church to Westminster than this, that he 

* Dr John Dnlben, who was translated from Rochester to York, in 
Au^st 1683, Our author, in the Postscript to his translation of VirgU, 
has moutioned the kindue^s of the Archbishop's son, Gilbert Dolbeo, Esq* 
in eivitiE bim the various editions of that author, j * * * 

t The person tneant was Robert Morgan, who was elected with Charles 
DrVden into the College of Westminster in 1680, and is the only one of 
those then admitted who was elected to Oxford in 368^. That circum¬ 
stance, therefore, ascertaim the year when this letter was written, 

J Wife to the great Poet* , < 

£ John Dryden, the Poet's youngest son, was adnutfed at Westminster, 
1681 ; and elected to Oxford in 1685. He was gentleman of the Bed¬ 
chamber to Pope Clement U. and died at Rome, 
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now lies at home, and tfaa^efore cannot easily go so fer back¬ 
wards and forwards. Hia father and I will take caie that he 
fihaU du[y go to church here, both on Holidays and Sundays, till 
he comes to be more nearly under your care in the College. In 
the mean time, will you please to give me leave to accuse you of 
foi^tting your promise concerning my eldest son*, who, as yon 
once assured me, was to have one night in a week allowed him 
to lie at home, in consideration both of his health and cleanli¬ 
ness : you know, Sir, that promises made to women, and espe¬ 
cially mothers, will never fail to be called upon ; and therefore I 
will add no more but that I am, at this time, your remem¬ 
brancer j and always, honoured Sir, 

Your humble servant, E. DaYnsK.*' 


From Mr. Stephen Zalori. 

“E Museo meo Lon dim. Anno Incamaimiis 
Dei, 168 ^, 2 "^ Junih 

Vir sojae probitatis justiciae^ue documentum ! 

Non composita verborum oratione plausuque populari, vir 
summh Reverende qui solet mol torn m aures decipere atqoe pal- 
pai’e, ad tuam beatitudinem epistolam exarare deci^vi j sed ora¬ 
tione shnpliei et ecclesiastici eloquii veritate, Terdus jam ver- 
titor annus, magne vir, ex quo inter \evh Christianse reli- 
gionis athletas mansuetioribus Musis rem facio. Quis enim adeb 
excoecatus, qui tarn religiossimum orbis Christlani sidus, etpe- 
renne literamm decus, immensamque Patrioe et sseculi spem 
facilh relinquat ? Si prECsertim loquar de mcmetipso, qui non 
tarn persecutionis ergo, qukm ad ediscendam llnguam Anglica- 
nam^ h synodo nosti'o sum missus, ut tandem redux in Patriani 
studiorom nainam, et admissam ecclesiarum nostraruni non 
levem jacturam, qua posseni alacritate sai'cii'cro, ubi oonciona- 
tomm mira incepit esse paucitas. Nunc verb ctim nuinmi ad 
itineris mei necessitatem sublevandam necessarii desint, te, vir 
hdelis et Dei timens, Christique amantissinie cnixk submissfeque 
rogo, iter meum aliquomodo juiare et promovere, propter 
amonim et communione sanctorum, ne giaveiis. Mcndicare 
solitus non sum, sed cbm multi boiii et docti viri reverentiam 
tuam commendarunt, in tali necessitate et angustiis meis con- 
fidenti animo his literis meis requisivi, etspero me nihil pudorls 
reportaturum. Vixi Oxonil per novem menses ^ vixi etiam unirer- 
sitaiibus Scotorum, ex quibus habeo omnibus litei’as tesUmoniales 
amplissimas, quaruni aUquas hie babes. Crastina luce, favente 
peo, Patriam versbs iter facere meditor, licet duas libras (Deo 
judice loquorcui tu servis et ego servlre cupio) non habeo. Tuam 
intenm Reverentiam Deus Omnipotens don is suis loeupletct, et 


Charles Bryden, admitted at Westminster, Id80; elected to Cam¬ 
bridge m 1683. He was Usher of the Palace to Pone Clement IL ; and 
was droinvaed, m an attempt to cross the Thames at Windsor, 1704. 
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in inultos arinos incoluniem corsservet, protect, et omni bene- 
(ijctioniim gcnei^e ctimnlet, ad veisc pielatis et regiii Christi pro¬ 
pagation em aevo largissimo tueatur, et tandem post seros ritEe laii- 
dabiliter exactae annosj ad nunfjuam inlermoritura et desitura 
cffilestis vitte, gaudiasolennL Angelorum coraitatii introducat j ubi 
eum Deo Patre ingenUo, et iinigenito ejus Filio Doniino Re- 
demptore nostro J, Chris to j atoue utriusque spiritu ab uti'oqiie 
procedente Faracleto, gaudio ]jerfrueris eeterno, Ita animatiis 
precatur clhni, qui palhra hsec tibt peroptat saluiis tuse avidkfii- 
mua, Stsphanus Zadori, Pannonio-liungaras ” 

Lator harum literai utn ipse sum,'* 


From Mrs. Dorothy Toore. 

" HosfouRED Sir, 1634, 

" Among the many worthy friends of my late master Sir Tho¬ 
mas Robinson*, knowing not w'here better to address myself for 
advice and assistance than to yourself; I take this liberty of 
being contrary to my inclinations a little troublesome. That sad 
and unfortunate accident by which [ lost my deaj^ master has, I 
presume, been imperfectly related to you ; but, because a more 
particular knowledge of all the circumstances of that deplorable 
calamity wdll be absolutely necessary for the doing of me that 
kindness I am now to beg of you, 1 shall trespass so on your 
goodness as to give you a little fuller account of that matter. 
Upon the 2nd of August last, about two o’clock in the morning* 
we were surprized with a cry of ^ Firel* ^vhich, upon waking, 1 
found as much too true as it was too near; and such was the vio¬ 
lence and suddenness of its rage, that in a very few minutes 
that vast pile of building was one entire flame, several persons 
perbhing in it; and those that escaped, escaped very hardly with 
the loss of all that they had. There my fortune was not better 
than theirs. My poor master, from the time that he heard of 
tlie fire, the stairs being already burnt, stirred not from the win¬ 
dow, where he waited for that which could not tlien be got in 
time, a ladder to come down. When he found himself forced to 
leap, he threw before him his breeches; for so sudden was the 
whole, that he had not leisure to put on any thing whatsoever; 
in those breeches was the key of his study, which he had not 
opened, nor indeed had he time; yet some people were pleased 
to fancy and report that several jewels and other things of great 
value, whicii were in Ids study, ivere conveyed away by me; a 
report without a probability of truth, as though, when my mas¬ 
ter could not have time to open his study or come down, 1 could 
have had so much as to go into it, running down from the 

^ Sir Thomas Robinsan, of Kent well, Suffolk, Knight, one of the 
Prothonotaries of ibe Common Pleas, was created a Baronet, Jan. 26, 
J63I; aad had the hard rate to lose his life, in August 1683, by leaping 
out of bis chamber in the Temple, io avaid the fury of a fire which bad 
broke out near hit chain her?. 

VoL* IV* D n 
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garret, antJ pick out what I liked best in the dark^ and come 
down the stairs that were long before all on fire* The unreason¬ 
ableness and falsehood of this rejjort is well known to those gen¬ 
tlemen that were fellovv sofierers in that fire, and to others that 
were then there and saw me come down; the manner of my escape 
being sufficient to convince any unprejudiced person how 111 lie 
I deserved that censut'e. My master was no sooner bui'ied, hut 
they prevailed with his son to expose me for a thief and a robber, 
by taking out warrants, and publicly searching the house where 
I lay ; a hard rccompence for seven and twenty years faithful ser¬ 
vice to him that was well satisfied of my integrity, as it is evi¬ 
dent from the trust he reposed in me all his fife-time* At last, 
after several days searches to no purpose, Sir Lurnky also was 
convinced 1 was w'ronged by that report, and then was pkastd 
to express some concern for my loss and present condition, and 
asked me what I meant to do ? I told him i had no choice, for I 
found myself, by the sudden loss of my poor master, and that 
little f had there, reduced to a necessity of doing what 1 had so 
long done, meaning to go to service. Sir Lnmley apprehended 
me right; and being very sensible that his father, had he lived to 
have made another will (that which he had made perishing in 
the fire), would have taken good care that 1 should not have been 
reduced to a necessity of serving any longer, declared that he 
would by no means suffer me to think of such a thing; and did 
then say he would do something for me, but that he was not in 
a condition, in I’espect to his great losses and debts, to provide 
for me in as large a manner as he was satisfied his fattier did de¬ 
sign I yet something he would do, enough to pre^^ent the neces¬ 
sity of my serving, and did then declare that he wfouid allow 
me forty pounds a year for my life* 1 desired him to make it 
fifty. But he said he would not he obliged to more than forty ; 
but to that he would tie himself, on condition 1 should not 
go to any service; and in part, for one half-year, he' paid me 
dow'n twenty pounds, and promised me to take a time to settle it 
in due form; upon which promise I relied, (leing less earnest in 
pressing him, because 1 did not think he should die so suddenly*; 
besides that I thought myself sure, and the agreement good 
enough, in which 1 find since I am deceived* I purposed to have 
waited upon him, but the shortness of the time and the difficulty 
of the access to him prevented me, though I sent to proffer iny 
best service and attendance* Since his death, though I did nothing 
to disoblige him, since he was pleased lo agree upon the annuity 
of forty pounds, I find a provision made tor me, which cuts off 
near half, and which I cannot but look upon as an effort of the 
same hai'd opinion his I^atly f and iver friends had of me at first, 
of having provided for myself in the fire* The truth of all that 
I have written 1 can easily make out by very good testimony: but 

Sir Lumley Robinson died June 6 , 1084, aged 36 ; and was buried in 
Westminster Abbey. 

-f* Anne, daughter of John Lawrence of Westminster, Esq. 
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I have no design to dispute with the Lady of Sir Lumley Robin- 
aonj blit the way of entreaty 1 desire to use; and it is for that end 
! beg the favour of yoa to use your interest in that family^ that 
ray forty pounds annuity may be eontinued to mej—a thing not to 
be felt in their large possessions, but which will be to me a very 
great help. If you please to give yourself so much trouble, you 
will do an act of great justice and singuiar kindness, to. Sir, 
your most obedient and, much against her will, troublesome ser- 
vajrt, Don. Tooee,’' 


From the Rev. Mr. Richard Old*. 

Sir, Ch- Ch. Grow, Jan. 13, 1686, 

The Commoa-Prayer-Books, and Explications of the Church 
Catechism, which 1 bestowed as your gift on liie children in St, 
Peter's parish, according to your orders transmitted to me by Dr, 
Hickman, were acknowledged by their parents with such affec¬ 
tionate expressions of gi'atimde towards you, for that addition to 
your greater bounty, annually dbpensed to your lecturer on 
their behalf, and for their benefit j that 1 esteemed myself obliged 
bound to return theirs, together with nay own most humble 
thanks to you, for the continuance of your generous charity to 
them, and most obliging favours to myself, I have found so 
good effects of it on the children themselves, in an apparent 
forwardness, and ingenuous emulation who shall give the most 
perfect account of the Catechism before the Congregation, and 
in bringing their books with them to Church, and repeating 
distinctly the responses throughout the whole Divine Service, as 
emboldens me to solicit yonr farther charity to be bestowed on 
Bibles, or what other good practical books of Christianity you 
shall please particularly to appoint, for those who are more 
adult 5 and on Explications of the Church Catechism and Com¬ 
mon-Prayer-Books, as before, for the younger sort who want 
them. If you shall be pleased by any hand to send me your 
commission for this purpose, I will foiili folly and punctually 
observe yonr instmctions, I will go on to do my best endeavour 
to establish that people in a sound belief of the Articles of the 
Christian Religion^ and to prevail on them to shew the sin¬ 
cerity of their faith, by a sober, righteous, and godly conversation. 

That God would be pleased long to continue you in health 
and prosperity, as a most eminent instrument of his glory, and 
great public good to this Church and Kingdom; and hereafter 
reward your labours and charity w-ith eternal happiness in the life 
to come, shall ever be the hearty prayer of 

Yout faithful and most humble servant, Richard Old,” 
Sir, Christchurch, Oxou, June 20, 16Sf, 

'' I am lately returned to this place, from whence I have been 
absent for three months, being so long detained in Shropshire, 
my native country, in adjusting some matters in difference be- 

^ M.A, B.D. 

Djy2 
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tween myself and a cons in-german, eonceniing Uie division of 
an estate, which has been depending bet\veeH our respective 
fathers in vexations expensive suits at Common-law and in Chan¬ 
cery for the space of more than forty years, but are now brought 
to a full and perfect end by a reference j and pursuant thereto 
such deeds of settlement drawn as I hope will establish a per¬ 
petual friendship and amity, such as ought to be between so near 
relations, 1 took care that ibis indispensable occasion to solicit 
my own private affairs should be as little pi"ejudice as possibly 
might be, to the ilischarge of my duty at St. Peter’s in the Baily* 
which hath in good measure been performed by the kind assbt- 
aoce of some worthy persons, who were willing, at my request, 
to do me that office of friendship in the time of my necessary 
absence. 1 will now reassume that employment, and faithfully 
discharge that trust you have been pleased to repose in me, ac¬ 
cording to my former solemn promises made to you, so as not to 
be in arrear for any part of that duty to which 1 am obliged. 
Together with my salary for the quai'tei* ending at Christmas^ 
transmitted to me by Dr. Hickman, 1 received forty shilUngs as 
your charity, to be bestowed in Explications of the Church Cate¬ 
chism as foimerly, among such children as appeared to deserve 
encoui'agement. Since that 1 had by letter from Dr. Hickman 
an indefinite commission from you to bestow money in Bibles and 
Common-Prayer-books which I will speedily execute^ according 
to my best discretion, of winch, and also how your former cha¬ 
rity liatii been disposed of, you shall receive a ]punctual account 
from. Sir, your most hmnble and most obliged servant, R.Old/’ 


From James Lane, Viscount Laneskorough 

“ Dearest Master, Dublin, Feb. 5, 1(387-ti. 

** Having so honest a gentleman’s hands to convey this by, I 
could not fall of letting you know, who commanded it, that my 
journey was very prosperous, for I left my wife safe and w^ell 

^ Eldest son and heir of SirGeoi*g:e Lane, of Tuske, In the county of 
Roscommon, KnigliC and liamaet. Principal Secretary of State in Ireland 
and Privy Counsellor to King CUariea H. (who created him Viscount Lanes- 
borough), Clerk of the Star-Chamber, Keeper of the Records in lleiuing- 
ham's Tower, and Secretary at War; who marned, first, in IG44, Dorcas, 
second daughter of Sir Anthony Braba^an; and (that Lady dyin^ in 1 (J?3) 
secondly, Lady Frances Sackville, first daughter of Richard Earl of Dor¬ 
set. Dying Dec. 14, JG33, he was succeeded by bis son James (the schnlar 
of Busby), who was horn Dec. 7, tG4G ; and married, in 16TG, Manv 
daughter of Sir Henry Compton, and grand-daughler of Spencer si'coiid 
Earl of Northampon. This was the subev Lanesliorougb,*' whom Pope 
celebrates as dancing in the gout" at an advanced age, and long after 
bis legs were disabled by tiiat malady. At the death of Prince George of 
Denmark he demaiided an audience of the Queen, to advise her to }irescrve 
her health, and dispel her grief, by Dancing.—Dying without issue in 1724, 
the title became extinct; but it was conferred in 17S8 on Brindley Butler, 
second Baron of Newton Butler; whose son, Humphrey, was created 
Earl bf Lanesborough in 175G. 


at 




THOMAS SEVERNE TO BR. BUSBY- 


405 


Jit her aunt Cope's ; nnd am, God be praised^ got into this king¬ 
dom myself so likewise, I had a calm sea, and but 12 horn's in 
passing it, 1 am sure 1 am beholden to your prayer's, which 
no doubt attend me, and which God will hear for me if my sins 
prevent them not. My Saviour's touch could staunch the poor 
widow's issue, and may he, I beg, so touch jny heart, that all loath¬ 
some issues that so naturally flow thence may immediately stop. 
He has said, and 1 believe, he will not leave one that desires liis 
divine assistance comfortless, but find us a w'ay to escape the 
snares of the devil j and magnify himself in our weakness, wdnle 
he plucks us like brands out of the fire. 1 often reflect how that, 
under God, it is to your reiterated lessons I owe that 1 atn 
really convinced that in reason 1 should, and therefore desire 
still to do what is pleasing to niy Creator, let evil be never so 
present or tempting to me 3 but, dear Master, pray that I get 
the victory over niy body, and spend the rest of my pilgrimage 
to (he gloi'y'of the God into w'liose eternal kingdom 1 would be 
received. I can say nothing as to this Kingdom but what all 
sides own and lament, the extreme poverty which is come on it, 
and w'liieh daily threatens to Increase. Where I myself have a 
^OOOL due, I cannot by any means get lOOh nor indeed is it in 
the power of the tenant, by any industry, to make money of what 
the country produces. It is a strange al tern Lion since I was last 
in this couuCiyr, which really 1 did not believe, nor can any one 
that does not see it j but that we arc sure God, who feeds ihe 
ravens, will, if we first seek the kingdom of Heaven, take care of 
us. Many, that had very plentiful fortunes, might ivaiit bread, 
if this fall of traffic aud deserting of traders proceed much farther, 
or do not mend. 

Dealest Master, I cannot but remember, with all the grate¬ 
ful thoughts imaginable, the kind expressions you used to me 
at parting. While I live, I shall study to deserve your esteem, 
since without any previous merit, you iiave ever been more like 
a father than master, in a continued series of doing kindnesses, 
aflcctionately, frequently to me from my infancy, that 1 can 
safely say it is my own fault I excei not most] and owing to your 
instructions that I am not hurried by iny passions to herd among 
the ivorst of men. 1 am sony 1 have spent now above half tiie 
age of a man useless to myself and others. Dear Master, put 
me into any method of doing good ; and sure for the rest of my 
days, with God's assistance, and for his sakcj and yours, if any 
thing in heaven or earth can oblige, I will steadily and constantly 
pursue it, that 1 may not render all your care in my education 
useless, by losing that immortal crown to which you taught me 
early that 1 should steer, robbing yourself of your sleep often, to 
infoi'tn me for my own good; for which 1 shall ever love and 
obey you, dearest Master, who am, 

* ^ Your most dutiful and aflectionate scholar and servant^, 

JLakesborough.'’ 


From 
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From the Rev. Thomas Severne*. 

“My EVER KOKouKED Master, Worcester, Oct. 21, i68g. 

" Undprsranding the Public Lelterb that ycju are chosen a 
Member of the Convocation, I thought it incumbent on me, in 
point of duty, to acquaint yovi that I have had the vanity to frame 
an Act of Parlianient for reducing the two styles into one, by 
forbidding Leap-years till the year 1736, whereby in the year 
1832 the styles will be the same. 1 showed it my cousin Sonimej’s, 
and withal tliis inclosed paper, who seemed to approve of it. He 
is their Majesties’ Solicitor, and pens the Acts. The first part of 
the paper belongs wholly to the Houses of Parliament, for regu¬ 
lating the yearj the two latter is to pass the House of Convo¬ 
cation 5 and tlie latter of tlvem most proper for yourself, it being 
a point of criticism in the Greek language | all which you may 
either neglect or approve. I thought it my duty to submit it to 
your judgment, and acquaint you therew ith. 

1 have, ever since 1 left my Lord Bridgemaii (being forced 
by my occasions here upon my father’s death), and brought my 
dear pupil his son unto your care, never been at London, but 1 
have waited upon you; and have had the ill luck to come when 
you were from home, I live here upon a small maticum^ delight 
myself in variety of studies, but left off penning Sermons, which 
I found was weariness of the flesh, and indeed did pine me away, 
although I ever came off with approbation, I thank God ^ and I had 
my Lord's promise of any thing that should fall in his gift j but my 
l^dy was too near, and had a wife ready to pin upon me, which 
life 1 was ever much averse to. i intend to wait upon you when¬ 
ever I come to London , and if you shall condescend so far as to 
be inclinable to know more particulai s of so inferior a person, I 
shall gladly let you further know them. You may pardtm me if 
1 subscribe myself under the litle which you once gave in one of 
the letters you vouchsafed to send me, and 1 have ever since 
been proud of, your ^ first belov^ed scholar,’ Thomas Severne. 

Lord I how I tremble to send this to you ! 1 see vou have 

me in awe still, and ever will.” 

Ihis venerable Bivins, son of John Severne, of Brad way, VVorceslfr- 
shire, who had been one of Dr. Busby^s eartiesl scholars, was elecied 
r ni^ A Christ Church in r638; where he took the degree 

of M. and was some dme Tutor. He died at Worcester, and was buried 
in the Cathedral, with the foltowing' epitaph ; 

Sacrum Manibus Thom^ Severne, 
queui nascentem vidit Vigoi niensis Regio, 

Primis Literarum Elementis Westmoiiastenum imbuit, 

Inter Alumnos et Ornamenta sua Christ 1 recensuit, 

Jamque Artlbus, et Artiom Insrgnibus decorum, 
in lucem Literariam Oxonium protulit, 
rngeoium iili a naturi varium, solidumque, 
orniiium dUcipliiiarum capax, omnibus excultum, 
indole et eruditione, notiii^ et usu rerum, 
pronum lUi ad honores pateret iter, privatus vivere et laiere malujt* 
bie demum in pairiA interque sous, erudite consenuit otio, 
turbis studia, et usum vita, pomps prstulit. 

I andem cmlebs et pcBn^ octogenarius Ttihens fato cesiit 

sexto die Ootobris, A.D, 1638,” ReV* 
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Rev. Tfios. Browne * to James Compton, Esq. 

"Sir, Great Pamlon, Jan. 1711-13. 

Yoli will be pleased to pai'dun the tmible of this letter, and 
give me lea\e to in treat a tavcmr of you, if it stand with your 
convenience, in behalf of this gentleman, son of Sir Christopher 
Hatton, Bart, in Cambridgeshire, from whom he brought a let¬ 
ter lately to my Lord of London, recommending him to his 
Lordship’s favour at the last Ordination, but his Lordship being 
then indisposefl, directed him to wait upon the Bishop of Win-* 
chaster, by w^hom he was ordained. Since the Ordination he 
has bee]i with me at my house near Harlow, and has heard of 
the vacancy of a small benefice in ray Lord of London’s gift in 
this County, but within eight or nine miles of Cambridge, which 
might be a convenience to a Fellow of a College, as he is of 
ours, though not desirable to another pei-sonj the value of it 
being about ^0/. per annumj and no more, as we understand. 
This encourages him to presume to offer himself to his Lord- 
ship’s favour, if his Loi'dship has not yet disposed of it ^ and I 
hope his father’s character and worth being so well known to 
his Lordship may effectually recommend him, and plead my 
excuse for this presumption in begging the favour of your inte¬ 
rest with his Lordship to promote his success. His qualifications 
for such a charge, as a man of very good reputation for learning 
and virtue, I have so far known him in St, Jolin’s College to be 
a very competent witness of; and have no more but to request 
of you to present my own very humble duty to my Lord of Lon¬ 
don, and to give me leave to subscribe myself, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, Tho. Browne/* 
Dear Sia, Oct. 17^0. 

Your readiness to shew me a kindness in your favour to my 
nephew, encourages me, you see, to presume upon your friend¬ 
ship ; and 1 must own that whatever interest 1 have in any friend 
in St. John’s, I think myself obliged to use it in behalf of the 
honourable hearer of this letter, who has done our College the 
honour (in which I value myself for being instrumental) to make 
himself, as well as his son, a Member of it, I need not acquaint 
you with his character, which I doubt not you have from our 
good Master, to whom he has been so long known to be a steady 
and zealous promoter of tlie true interest of the Church and 
Religion. As Mr. Prior has been pleased to set the College at 
liberty from their engagements to him, 1 hope Mr. Annesley may 
be so happy as to have the accession of their votes, to complete 
the good interest he has in King's and other Colleges; and as I 
aui obliged to wish his success for the Churcli’s as w'ell as the 
University's sake, I hope that will be a sufficient apology for Che 
trouble you have of this letter from, dear Sir, &c. Tho. Browne.” 

* The Rev. Thomas was by purchase Lord of ibe Manor of 

Passemers, in Great Parndon, Essex. He was author of **MiraeJes above 
and contrary to Nature ; beiri^ an answer to a Preface to a Translation of 
Spinoza's ‘ Tractatus Theolo^ico-pohcieus;' and uf iwo Latin Sermons, 
containing a Defence of the Oriirnanons of tb< Church of England; also 
of “ The Nag’s Head Fabfc confuted,** &e. Dr, 
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Dr James Keith to the Rev, Valentine Nalson*, 

" Rev* and dear Sir, London, May ^9, 1718, 

" I hml the favour of yours of the 1 ^ 2 th of May, and also of 
your former of April 7 th, to which 1 think 1 gave no answer^ 
and therefore shall begin with it now* 1 agree with you that a 
translation of the ^ Insti-uction Chr^tienne pour les Jeunes Gens" 
would be very proper to accompany the ^ Molen Court/ with its 
' Apology 3 ’ and that the ^ Brieve Instruction de P. la C/ might 
be made useful also to the well-disposed who are unacquainted 
with the internal way 3 adding Blosius^sf ‘ Meditation on the Pas¬ 
sions' to it* When, therefore, it shall please Providence to give 
yon time and facility, pray fail not to undertake theiu, leaving 
it to our Div, L* M* to find an opportunity of printing tliem, 
for the benefit of his poor creatures* 1 cease not to remember 
you as He enables me, humbly beseeching him to perfect his 
W'ork, and accomplish his holy will in you* ?my also for me 
and us all, that the love wherewith He hath loved us may be in 
uSj and He in us* 

" I here send you a short letter, wrote with our dear M*'s 
own hand. If there be any word, or sentence, wbich you cannot 
read, 1 will explain it to you, having a copy of it by me* I send 
you also the four pages which are wanting in Ford* The Book¬ 
seller chose to tear tliem out of another book, rather than to be 
at the trouble of copying them as i desired him* I took it for 
granted that they were wanting in the book itself, and not in 
the Preface, which is a piece of absurd incoherent Jargon, very 
unworthy of the enlightened Author, 

" As to your question, whether the image of the ever-blessed 
Trinity, I'epresented to his Spirit, be the very essential and im¬ 
mutable representation thereof, so as always to appear tlie same, 
to all the blessed Spirits, to al! eternity, and never otherwise ? 
I think, with all ImuiUity, it is what neither can nor ought to 
be asserted 3 for, supposing the Author to have been perfectly 
sincere, and to have really seen that all-gloiious Image in Spirit, 
in the very manner as he represents it, without even the inter¬ 
mediate concurrence of an angelic power 3 yet, it being at most 
but a representation, ad extrd, it vvould be great presumption to 
affirm that the All-powerful and Essential Wisdom cannot or will 
not manifest itself according to its holy will and pleasure, in 
various forms and manners, in the infinite sallies of love, joy, 
and beauty, for the delight and entertainment of the blessed to 
all eternity 3 Una ejim est ei multipleWf omnia poteti, et in se per* 
manens omnia hmoral, as the Author of the Book of Wisdom' 
speaks *—I have all the Author s Works in MS* in 3 vols* 4 to, with a 
large Preliminary Ti'eatise concerning them by the Author of 
* Ftdes ^ Ratio collatqe*' It is tiie only copy extant in English 3 

* Of St* John's College, Cambridge; B* A. 170^ 3 M* A* 1711* He 
wa* Rector of St, Michael's, Coney Street, York; and died March 30, 1738* 

t Ludov'ici Blosli, Abbatis LaBtiejjsis, Opera Pia & Spiritualia/' were 
published at Paris, 16 15 , 4tu. 

and 
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and Hierefore tlie more care is to be taken of it. About four 
ycai^s ago it was printed in High Dutch. It is a Yery extiaordi- 
nary ^vork in many respects, and the Preliminary Treatise no 
less curious and valuable than the rest j but the English is bad^ 
and wants much to be amended. 1 have not yet been able to find 
A. B.'s * Apology* for you, nor the right Venice Treacle, When I 
meet with any that is truly good, I will not fail to send you some. 

With great sincerity, I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. J. KniTuf' 
Rev. a>fd dear. Sir, I>ei?03ts^ire Sireef* Sept. % 1713, 

"" I have these two months delayed writing to you, in hopes 
of being able to give you an account of V* P,*s PosUiuma being 
come to hand. Though they are not yet come, for the reason I 
shall give you presently, yet an affair which has lately happened, 
and which will not be disagreeable to you, obliges me to give 
you this trouble. 

You may remember I once told you of a Legacy left some 
years since by a charitable lady, for publishing religious and 
spiritual books. The will, because it had not been duly exe- 
ecuted according fo Law, w'as brought into Cliancery, \vhere it 
Jias ever since remained j but at last, after one half at least of 
the sum left for pious uses was taken away, the matter is come 
to an issue, and we find that something considerable will be set 
apart for the above-mentioned purpose. Now our friend Mr, 
Hoare who is one of the Trustees, has more than once taiked 
of the subject with me, and withal prayed me to give lus service 
to you, and request yon to consider of what books or treatises 
you judge most proper to be published fii’st, as most universally 
useful. He would have them such as ai'c most adapted to vulgar 
capacities, I mentioned to him * Blosius's Meditations* for one, 
which I have of yours j but it is too small to go about alone. 
There are several in English might be re-printed, being scarce 
and hardly known but to a few ; others translated out of Latin 
and Fi'ench, But the difficulty here will be to find proper hands, 
who have leisure and inclination; and, which is most of ail, who 
ai'G not unacquainted with the spirit of those ilhiminated Authoi-s. 
In the mean time your thoughts of the whole matter will be 
acceptable. 

The worthy Barones paper, which yon have so earnestly de¬ 
sired to see, is put up with the Posthumous Woiks, and 1 hope 
will come safe at last. The parcel has lain at the Hague ever 
since the middle of June, tinungh the negligence and mistake 
of the boolcsellers. U was not directed as I desired, to me, 
but to Mr. Isaac Yaillant, who, being come hither about a W'eek 
before, knew nothing of its though at my desire he wTit 
again and again for that parcel, was still answered that they 
had none of it, till at last, opening all they had received from 
Amstei'dam, they found it. Now he is returned to the Hague 
J Jiope I may c.xpect it in a few weeks. 

“ Your most faithful humble servant, J. Keith.** 

* IleurvHuare, Esn. the eminent ami bencvulent hauker in Fleet-street. 
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" Rev. and dear Sir, Oct. 15^ 1718, 

** I have long since been intending to give you the tmiible 
of a few lines j butj having nothing that was urgent in point of 
timej I was always inclined to put it off till 1 should be able to 
give you some good account of ' Macarius*/ Now then I can tell 
you that it is entirely finishedj and that the translation, 1 hope^ 
as w^ell as the paper and letter, w;ill not be unacceptable, !t 
makes a pretty large book of near 500 pageSj and therefore the 
charge of printing it is considerable; however^ the bookseller 
is willing to dispose of it to subscribers and other booksellers at 
the lery lowest price he can, which he says is 3s. 6d. in quires, 
and 5^, bound in the shop. You may remember I undertook 
for 50 of them, ^0 of which you had hopes of disposing of 
amongst your friends and acquaintance. Please then to let me 
know whether you can still put off that number, and when and 
how they must be sent to you^ 

“ 1 must also let you know that Mr. Vaillant has now received 
Les Justifications de N. M. en S mis. The price bound is Js. fid.; 
and, indeed, reasonable enough, for they are much larger than 
the Life. I am sure you will like them, for they are wonderfully 
well done; and not without a very extraordinary assistance. In 
a word, it is the best common-place book of that kind 1 ever 
saw. What remains now are only the ^ Poesies Spiiituelles/ 
w^hich ai^e in the press, 

^" I sent, as I promised, your request to the B. of Metter- 
nich by one of our common friends in Holland, concerning the 
papers you know, and hope for a favourable answer. What he 
said in return to mine w^as, that the B* being gone from Ratis- 
bon to Vienna, where he supposed he should stay some time, an 
answer could not be expected speedily. 

'' 1 remain always. Reverend and dear Sir, 

*■ Your most faithful humble servant, J. Keith.'^ 
Rev. Sir, 


Your kind letter of the 30th past, with the bill for 14s. 3d. 
came to me iji due time. I received the money of Mr. Jennings, 
and immediately paid it to the bookseller. 1 have ordered Mr. 
VaillaM to send tlie other books you want this evening. They are, 
* Les CEuvres Spirituelles de M. de C/ in 2 vols. ; ^ Fides & Ratio 
collateand ^ S. Macarii HomiJias,* &c. Ed. Parish, 15^26. This is 
the fidlest and best Edition we have, though not so correct as I 
could wish; and, besides, the Greek character is very small. I 
desired him to send them all in quires, and at the low^est price. As 
ior ' Iheologia Germaniea,* I have enquired at Bateman's in Lit¬ 
tle Britain, and several other the most likely places, hut cannot 
tina It. However, 1 w'ill still be enquiring for it in my walks. 

‘he Fourth Century, ami said to be a disdple 
A vi,lVn^ K a Monastery in Mount Secla, 

vear **'^.'“6 between prayer and manual labour. He died about tbe 
year hifty Homilies in Greek have been attributed to bitn. 


"You 
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You wiN be exceedingly pleased with the * (Euvres Spiritu- 
elles/ They are indeed beautiful^ and fine beyond expression, 
and some of them, were they published in English, might be 
very useful to many, and espceially to pave the way for receiving 
and tasting those of N. M, which to me are far more excellent, 
as coming more immediately from the fountain, and having and 
deriving more life in them. The Life, 1 hope, will be speedily 
put to the press, without consulting the French frknds any 
further about it, 

" 1 am, in the sincerest manner, my dear and Reverend Sir, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, J. Keith/^ 


Rev. J. Slater to Mrs. Williams*. 

ChaiteriSj Nov .5, 1719. 

" It 13 unfortunate. Madam, that the coarseness of this day 
should discourage me fjom waiting upon you at Dodington. I 
had made all preparations for it, The inclosed paper shews what 
my business was 3 and is nothing else but a draught from Mr* 
Sneii s own hand (in his letter to me) of the Proposals I men¬ 
tioned to you when I had tiie happiness to see yon last. I have 
put them into such a form as you find them hei e, that either by 
your own, or Mr* Cole'sf hands, you might send as short an answer 
to each particular as you shall think fit^ and that you might not 
be so much at a loss about the 1 st article, as when we discoursed 
of it last, i can acquaint you from Mr. Snell himself, that he com¬ 
plies so far with the reasons offered me by Mr* Cole for extend¬ 
ing the limits of the year 1719 to the eve of Lady-day next, that, 
if you fix the 24 th of March next for the exphaiion of it, in re¬ 
spect of any dues that can accrue to you on account of his grant 
of the whole tithes of that year to your use, he will rest satisfied 
with it, though the view uf such compliance be more immediately 
to facilitate your interest in the heibage-compositions, which 
was the point Mr- Cole very peaceably judged to be only necessary 
to be obtained ; but 1 do not find i\lr. Snell averse to yield to it 
in respect of all other perquisites .too 3 and if you think you can 
make him a compliment in return to that, without detriment to 
the hei bage-rights, that may be as you please* 1 am glad that 
point was so candidly yielded by him* 

'CAs to the 2 d article :—Jn account in writing a/', it is 
a little frivolous (under the rose) I must needs sayj but I per¬ 
ceive the good gentleman has it much at heart. A little inventoiy 
of useful papers, books, parish-memoirs, or records, giving light 
to the eonstilution, rights, and methods of preceding Rectors, 
or the like, is what he may be fond of, finding himself landed 
in a terra incognita (it is easy Latin), where he must be King* 
If such a survey and catalogue of profitable rubbish can commo- 
diously be made, 1 should advise the doing of it, to satisfy the 

* Mother of Dr* Philip Williams ; of whom see pp. 411*^ 
t See the Literary Anecdotee," vol. V, p* 649* 
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curious I though the readiness to deliver up all (except a single 
one> or two or three, which must be of present use, and one 
particularly which you desire a transcript of at least) might be a 
large equivalent for such a list of them } only the two or three 
excepted ones being notified to him, with the reasons^ of their 
being detained only for a short time } but still the entire list, I 
do conceive, would gratify most of all, the time being stated 
when all should freely and faithfully be delivered up to him* 

The 3 d article 1 promise myself you will answer in the affir¬ 
mative, without any great demur* 

And the 4 tb and last you have (as I remember) satisfied me 
in, and I believe the same will satisfy the gentleman concerned : 
—That he may have free liberty to peruse or look over this year’s 
accompts with the parishioners, as far as they go on, if he finds 
it of present use to him, and assigns a reasonable time for it j 
and when pei*fected shall take a copy of the whole, if he desires 
it, leaving only the original draught with you (or a copy only, 
as 1 think Mr* Cole seemed once to hint to me), till such time 
as you shall have cleared the dues that arise from it* 

" Thus tedious. Madam, I am forced to be, for want of inter¬ 
view, which I greatly hoped to day. If you can annex a short 
answ'er to the four Articles in the scrap of paper I have drawn 
them on, it would be seasonable, against Mr* SnelTs return from 
Cambridge, which will be to-morrow, when he has partly pro¬ 
mised to call on me* Some answer I must beg to bear witness 
of my not forgetting the concern* My imperfect representation 
may make it hard, and the strait ness of manner too, but you 
must impute it to a cordial zeal of serving friends in, dear Madam, 
** Your most obliged friend and humble servant, J* Slater ” 


To the Rev. Philip Williams^. 

"Dear Sir, Breyiiwood^ Oct, 29, 1724* 

1 made a hard promise, at parting with the good lady your 
mother at Ely, that ! would write to her, though I pretty w^ell 
knew I should have little or nothing to say i yet I have blotted 
half a sheet (you see) for her, and inclosed it here to you ^ for 
so you desired I would do. I am the better pleased it should 
pass through your hands, that your eye might pass over it too. 
1 have not had the happiness of much conversation with the ex¬ 
cellent lady for some time past, and therefore know the less of 
the present state of her mind* I have sent a few general good 
wishes, and unexceptionable (I hope) as well as uniirofitable ad¬ 
monitions to her, and desire you should look them over, and as 
you judge the conveniency or inconveniency of them for her use, 
suppress or convey them to her, with service and devoirs from 
the hand that sends them. I have longed a great while for some 
intelligence from my peculiar friend at Chatteris 3 at last he has- 
sent me a very welcome account of the son and heir that God 

* See before, p, 394* 

}ia5 
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has blessed him withal^ and that the family is well, which is the 
utmost of my desires; and all the rest is old a&ectjon, and cus¬ 
tomary civility and love from him, which 1 take very kindly, and 
rejoice to read so ingeiiioasly expressed, 

I met with the aflllcting news of the worthy Master's misad¬ 
ventures in town, l>eing at London veiy lately myself. Divine 
pity signalize itself in his comfort and relief 1 I thank you for 
many civilities to me at Cambridge, and must intrust you to do 
the like for me to the worthy Dr. Kdinundson, and my obliging 
friends Mr. Newcome, whom greet affectionately, dear Sir, in 
my name, with thanks, service, and cordial I'cspect for their 
generous favours to me at my last short resilience in the town, 
I wish the happiness of such agreeable interviews with my friends 
aa oft as Providence and my crazy age will allow. Till Spring 
draws nearer, ray hopes will run but low. 1 still have infirmity 
in my right leg, vvhich makes me move too little^ though allows 
me to visit within the parisii bounds, and the grievance small. 
Health and happiness to you, dear Sir, Summer and Winter, in 
every season, anil for numerous years, is the liearty wish of 
Your assured friend and humble servant, J. Slatee/’ 


Letters to the Kev. Dr. Robert Moss^ Dean of Ely, 


Fi ■om the Rev. Dr. W'^illiam Stanley*. 

Sir, nadha7iif Jid^ 3, 17^5. 

received the favour of yours, dated June^iG, and thank you 
for it. I am certain that 1 am now really but two years behind-hand 
with my rent to your Church tliis last Midsummer j but indeed 
my sons generally paid m)* i*eut for me; ami because of ray going 
to London aUvays in luly, I sent my rent to them in June, and 
1 believe they paid it before Midsummer, that is, before it was 
due, and so perhaps your receiver took it as paid for the year 
before, winch might be the occasion of the mistake. As to my 
fine, I assure you bona Jide that I never made one farthing more 
than 20/. per annum of the tithes, and I pay you 20L per 
so that when I paid you last time 20L for the fine, t paid 20/. 
aljove one yeai'^s clear value. If you must ha>’c one quarter more, 
I must submit to it. VVIien you come to Gdston, 1 hope you 
will tell me \yhere I must wait on youi- Ilegistrar to renew after 
Michaelmas. 

“ 1 should have written to you yesterday by Mr. Exton, my 
son’s curate here. He went hence yesterday rnoruing or tlie 

*■ Of St, John's College, CambrUTffe j B. A. tfJGl ; Fellow of Col¬ 

lege, 1663; M, A. there 1630; Master, 1604; D. D. 1637. He was suc¬ 
cessively Rector of R:Uiie-Parva, Essex, St. Mary Magdalen, Fish-street, 
London, and Much Had ham, Herts; a Prebendary, and after wards Canon 
Residentiary, in Sr. PaiiL'ia Cathedral; Archhdeatun of J^joudoii ; Clerk 
of the Closet to Queen Mary j and Dean of St. Asapb. He was the author 
of many valuable works ; and died Oct. .9, 1731, iR his S5tU year. See 
the “ Literary .Anecdotes," voL VII. p. ^94. 
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nig'bt before for Ely, to thank your Bishop for the Living of Codh 
cote, which the Bishop was so kind as to send and pi offer to hitiij 
but he never told me of the Living, or of his going to Ely, else 
I should have writien to you by hitOj and have returned thanks 
to the Bishop for bis kindness to the Church j but now 1 must 
desire you to be so kind as to return mine and son's thanks to 
the Bishop for his kindness to Mr, Ex ton. 

“ i can assure him that he hath here behaved himself very 
well for about three years that I think he hath been with us; ia 
very sober, studious, diligent, and good-natured, so that our 
parishioners love him very much, and are sorry for his lea\'ing 
us. He lodgeth indeed in the town ; but he dines with me on 
Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and all holy days, for then 
he or one of us read pi'ayera in the Church, so that I have reason 
to know him well j and indeed he hath caJTied himself not only 
unblameably but commendably, that he doth deserve en¬ 
couragement. 1 wish the li'^ing had been better for him. If 
any of the Brethren who are of my acquaintance be with you, 
I pray present nsy serv’ice to them. I wish you could spur 
up Dr. Alix to publish his father’s papeis, 1 wish I could see 
something done in it before I die. I am very sorry that you 
and Mrs, Masse are no better than you express* I hope Hert¬ 
fordshire air and quiet will do good to you both. I cannot 
hope to see you at Ely this year; but as soon as you come to 
Gilston, 1 hope to vvait on you. I heartily wish yoxi good health 
and much happiness. I am. Sir, 

"" Your faithful humble servant. Will. Stakley/' 


From the Rev. Thomas Clayton 

Deae worthy Sir, Narwich^ June *35, 17^7- 

When 1 opened your last kind letter, I was I'cry mudi re¬ 
joiced upon a double accounts first, from the pleasure 1 pro¬ 
posed to myself in the reading it (of which I was not disappointed), 
and then to dnd you had strength to hold out to such an enter¬ 
taining length, i was glad to see that the weaknesses you com¬ 
plain of have not affected your hand or head, and I am well 
assured your friendly heart will always hold whole and sound. 

I should have answered yours sooner, but that for a good 
while I could not tell whether you were at London, or at your 
Living. 1 was infoi‘med several times that you were got to Cam¬ 
bridge, and then that report was contradicted ; but upon enquiiy 
I was told that you were certainly come to a house near the back¬ 
side of our College, where I wish you a long and comfortable 
abode, and you have the prayers of all your Mends here to the 

* Of Christ College, Cambridge; B. A. I69O; M. A. 1594* He was 
Official of the Archdeacmiry of Norwich 5 bad the Rectory of St. Michael 
at Pleas in that Cit 3 ^ with the Reccoty of Colney uiiiied, 54 ypars ; 
published two single Sermons; and died March 18, 1T4S, Bet. 30. S«e 
his Epitaph in Blomefield, 4to* vol. IV. p. 328. 
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same purpose. I take this opportunity of writing by Dr. ElliSj 
wlio is going to spend some few days with his friends at Cambridge, 
As to those little offices of friendship which yon aj'e pleased to 
mention, anti to magnity, 1 can only say that it always was, and 
I am sure always will be a great pleasure to me^ to be any w'ays 
serviceable to you, or any that belong to you. Your nephew that 
is with us here is T imagine your nearest care and concern at pre¬ 
sent j and by what I hear he well deserves it, and 1 pray God ye 
may prove great comforts to each other. As to the observation 
of the hazards (as the world goes) of a University education, I 
am much of llie same sentiment. There Is such a general neglect 
in foimiing the minds of the youth aright, and so much poison, 
daily thrown into those fountains of piety and learning, that no 
wonder if the infection spreads, without the help of proper and 
effectual antidotes. It was a melaucholy story of this kind which 
we had lately from Cal us College, wliich I am the more soriy for 
because they were Norfolk lads that were concerned. These 
things are discoui'aging to parents and relations of those w ho are 
designed for University learning, and more especially for the 
Ministry,^ but we may obsei've the world under such a general cor¬ 
ruption of princijdes and manners, that very litlJe security can be 
expected in any calling or employment of youth not being tainted 
with them. 1 know it has been looked upon as a weakness and 
want of knowledge to complain of the times beihg worse than 
tliQse before j and there may be some i-cason Ibi’ it, because it is 
often injudiciously done, but certainly it is true in fact, and I 
think the causes of it are visible and plain to any observing per¬ 
son, When such bold and impious books appear barefaced to 
the world without any public censure, and the Convocation is 
set forth to the Nation either as an insignificant body of men, or 
that the mauei's they are mare immediately concerned for, are 
not of such moment as to be regardeti, I should think and hope 
that they will be suffered to meet at the next Parliament, and 
that their behaviour may be such as to retrieve their antient au¬ 
thority and esteem, 

“if such pestilent books are suffered to go on without any 
animadversion from those who are the nearest concerned> and 
the great check to I'ice and wickedness from great and bright 
exaniples daily decline, how can we retain any comfortable 
thoughts of the safety even of Christianity itself in these paita. 
The remarks you make upon the hook you mention are so agi*ee- 
able to my sentiments, that 1 have nothing to add to them, I 
would not willingly see so many answers to it as were to ^ Grounds 
and Reasons.' Archdeacon Gordon tells me the Bishop of Litch¬ 
field and Coventry is resolved to answer it: he will be the more 
careful not to lay open to him. Since he is so rude and unman¬ 
nerly in his treatment of him, he ts an adversary that ought to 
have no advantages given him, being so ready to catch them, 

“ 1 was mightily pleased with Rogers*s^ Preface, as also with the 

^ Dr. John Roofers, Vicar of St, Giles, Cripplegate j of whom see the 
“ Literajy Anecdotes,” voL VII, p, 355* 

following 


415 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE, 


following Discourses. He has a happy way of reasoning, by set¬ 
ting forth his arguments in so close and yet clear a manner. As 
to his management of that topick relating to iniracles, 1 cannot 
see but that his method and his proofs are just and good, as far 
as the nature of that kind of evidence will allow; but the title 
of his book, viz. ' The Necessity of a Divine Revelation,’ may, 
some think, raise such objections as are not easily taken off; but 
God*s ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts, 
I have not room to add any more, but 1 shall i^eserve that 
I had to say to another time, J cannot pass by my thoughts 
of your having taken both a kind and prudent method for the 
setting young Mi\ Moss into the world, to put some of the 
labou[ ing oar upon the father. You can ease him when you please, 
** I have a great mind to give myself the pleasure of seeing you 
for two or three days^ but I am very indifferent at such long 
journiesj but it will go hard if 1 do not endeavour it, 

1 am, ivith my beaity wishes, your old faithful friend, 

■ ■ = T. Clayton*" 

From the Rev. Dr. Clement Tookie^. 

Mr, Dean, Chippenham^ Jwly 5, 172C. 

I was extremely rejoiced at the receipt of your favour on 
Sunday evening, by which I could believe you in a much better 
state of health than when I saw y^ou and hoard from you last. 
Indeed I am ashamed 1 did not write as I had purposed; but my 
Lorcfs coming into the country, and some affairs which that oc¬ 
casioned, and my wife's being brought to bed, after a previous 
illness, and the w-orst time she ever had, prevented me. After 
this short but true apology, I shall be more pailicular in giving 
you account of matters- Upon my receiving your former favour 
of June 11, I w’ent on Monday morning to Ely as you desired, 
ordered some things relating to the ornaments, staid till the 
Cambridge gentlemen came, saw them at supper, and then I 
returned to Chippenham, because my wife being not quite well 
m the morning when I left her, 1 thought it was but kind to 
see if she did not grow worse, but I found lier better, and w&s 
at Ely again next morning before seven. Dr, Knights little 
objection was, that the cushions should have had a border 
of damask underneath, of such width as that the serge should 
not have been seen between the head of the carpet and the 
heads of the cushions, which seems to me a new* contrivance, and 
to every body else. From any body else I heard no objection, 
but all was approved, even the alteration of the seats, contrary 
^ the endeavoui's to iirepossess the absent membei's against it. 
The desk before us, on which our cushions are laid, is covered 
With the old damask. The ladies’ desks are covered with the 

* Of THuify College, Cambridge; B, A. 1701 ; M. A, IjOBj LL, D. 
tcom. Rejj.j 1738. He was seme time s^^cond Master of Si. Paul's school, 
sihil published a Sermun at a School Feast, 1717 ; Vicar of Chippenham* 
1 ^^VVorlington, Suffolk, and Prebendary of Ely, 
He died ui June JT'iBj and was buried at Cbippcnhani^ 

scarlet 
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scarlet serge ; the Vicar's desk, with the blue curtain, which 
hangs down to hide their cupboards; and the desk for women 
in the seat befoi'e the Vicars, covered with the same blue. 

Ashton^ and all liked the contrivance for kneeling in the 
la^es seats so well, that he (Dr, Ashton) thought it would be 
mighty well to have ours in the same manner, which would be 
much more commodious than dirty stumbling-blocks of basses, 
I ordered that in the ladies’ seats as a specimen, intending that 
(if approved, as I find they are) our own and the other women's 
seats should have been after the same manner; but somebody, 
not being acquainted with the whole of my intention, had not 
patience, and so has ordered a long form, covered with baize and 
stuffed, to be put into the other women's seats. It is trouble¬ 
some, I believe j but, as it is their own ordering, 1 hope they will 
be pleased to like it. The corner cushionsi viz. that next to 
the Bishop's, and that next to yours, were drawn into a vei y 
aukvvard shape, and they must be altered; but I think we have 
fay Ini’S hi Ely ingenious enough to pursue directions to make 
them right. Mr. Robins did assure me that he packed up ail the 
cushions. It the upholsterer has lost one, who should pay for it? 

As to the books, there were none when we came to Church * 
so that what number you please to order, would it be amiss if the 
binder lettered on the side the number of the stalls ? Quaitos 
would do for the ladies’ desks. 

'"The 15th, when the gentlemen went to Chapel, 1 went ro 
Chippenham; for my J^rd camo hither that day to dinner, so 
that it was proper for me to be ready to wait on him at his first 
coming down; and I thought I might be spared, for w^e liad dis¬ 
patched as much business as had offered, and I do not hear of 
any thing that came after I came away: but of this I doubt not 
but some friend has given you an account, for I know not of any 
thing that passed afterwards, and perhaps sliall not till next 
Christmas, for very few pass from Ely hither for diversion, as 
was usual when it was dry between Ely and Sohjvm, though it k 
practicable with a coach. 

''Of oitr fourteen children, the eleventh now living is a boy, and 
a stout one at present he is. I think of nothing mo] e to be added, 
but that my sincere wishes attend you that we may meet at Ely, 
and see how commodious and fine and suitable the seats and orna¬ 
ments are. When I came hither, 1 found tiiat the Litany-desk had 
been ordei’ed out of the Choir, as w'hat raised i apours, and gave 
offence to some of the gentlemen; and therefore 1 did not pre¬ 
sume to order its being shortened or covered; not but it may be 
as well set aside, but I would not liave remo’i'ed it without yours 
and our brethren’s approbation; and, 1 am apt to think, had any 
but themselves signified its being totally removed, and that the 
Litany was as well said or sung in their seals, they would not 
have been so well pleased. It is no sort of tmeasioess to me, 
but what often makes me smile, to think how we and all such 

♦ Dr, Charles Ashton, Prebejiilary of Ely from 1701 tiJl his iloMh in 
March 175S, art. 03. See Literary Anecdotes/' vol. VIL p. 15. 
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Bodies ai’e led : the loRg-standers, who know best the usages, as 
hal ing been long upon the spot, baVe a right to do as they please j 
and most people comply with customs they are told of, being 
unwilling to hnd feult, or incur censure^ or if those long^standers 
make any alterations they are wise and are talked up. Thus they 
order in, and- order out j they recommend, and discommend; 
tliey are hapj)y, and so are we. 

Well, I hope good Mr. Dean will excuse this tedious epistle, 
which is chiefly to tell you how the ladies are accommodated, 
and that there are twenty to one on the side of the alterations and 
ornaments. 1 believe you will be pleased when you see them: I 
am sure I shdl be pleased could I see you there. I am sure no¬ 
body wishes your health more sincerely j and 1 am sure in every 
way possible to shew my respects to you, and no one can be more 
ready. 1 beg leave to subscribe, Reverend Sir, 

“ Your obliged and obedient humble servant, Clbu. Tookik " 

From Charles Clarke*, Esq. 

Rev. Sik, 

By the inclosed Act of Parliament, you will see that you are 
appointed a Trustee for the poor Vicars. The Archbishop and the 
Bishop of Ely have had a great deal of trouble to revive this 
Charity, for the benefit of the persons concerned. 

The short state of it is this :—Archbishop Tenison and 
Bishop Patrick placed S,400L with fifteen trustees, for the bene¬ 
fit of ten poor Vicars of the Diocese of Canterbury, and ten of 
Ely I and they received the benefit of it till the year 1713) and 
since that, by one accident or other, nothing has been done. 
Dr. Stanhope, Dean of Canterbuiy, is the only sui viving Trustee, 
and has never acted) therefore application is made to Parlia¬ 
ment, and by this Act a new Trust was created, as you will see. 
The first step which the Archbishop and the Bishop of Ely would 
take is, to secure the principal suni in the manner proposed by 
this consent, which is necessary by that part of the Act which I 
nave marked. With the remainder they will pay all charges and 
all arrears \o the Vicars entitled by virtue of former appointments. 

As to Mr. Hammond's mortgage, it is a very old one, and a 
very good one. The thing is very much approved by the Arch¬ 
bishop and the Bishop of Ely, and has been communicated to 
most of the Trustees who are in town, who approve of it too. 

I hope, Sir, you w'ill think it very proper, and vvill sign your 
consent. Mr. Kent, who is Mr. Hammond’s bailiff, will call on 
you for it, and will carry it to the rest of the Trustees who are 
in or about Cambridge, I beg you will please to give him the 
Act too, to shew the rest) and when 1 come into the countiyv 
which wdli be with my Lord as soon as this is over, I will wait 
upon you with one. 

My Lord and Mrs. Clarke join in kind respects to yourself 
and Mrs* Moss, with, good Sir, Sic. ChaelbsCearxb/’ 

• Stenard of the Courts of the Deen 4nd CbipEerof Ely, la 1743 he ifU 
appointed a Baron of the Eieheqaer; and died in iTol. 

From 
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From the Rev* Joshua Smith 
Honoured Sir, Guildhall Coffee-house^ Ma^ 4, 172T* 

I hope you got safe to Cambridge f, and already find the be¬ 
nefit of change of air* Mr* Bosvile, the Churchwarden of St, 
Lawrence's, came to me thb day to acquaint me that, being to 
quit his office, he is desirous to pay off the Lecturers as far as his 
money will go. He intends to pay you 80J*, and desires to know 
to whom you mil direct it to be paid* If you please to write to me 
by the next post to signify your pleasure (for he seems to be in. 
haste and wants to make up his accounts) I will carefully trans¬ 
mit your orders to him 5 and chearfully embrace every opportu¬ 
nity of approving myself, 

You r most obliged, obedient servant, J osh , S m i t h 

Sir, Aldentianbnr^t Mffy 9, 17^7* 

" 1 waited yesterday on Mr- Bosvile, who, upon searching the 
Parish-book, found that eighty pounds were due to you on Our 
Lady-day last. He paid me the money, but requests a receipt 
undei' your own hand in the subjoined form; because it must be 
pasted into the Parish Book of accompts: ^ Received of Mr. John 
Bos vile, Ckujch warden of St. Mary M^dalen, Milk-street, and 
St* Lawrence Jewiy, the sum of Eighty pounds, being the 
Tuesday Lecturer's salaiy for two years, at Our Lady-day in the 

year ] 7^7 i I say received by me- 

Mr* Bosvile (who had a brother formerly of St* John's in 
Cambridge) is so obliging to the Lecturers, that he has taken up 
^ 002 * on the Parish account at 5^* per cerit interest, to dis¬ 
charge the arrears that are due to them ^ for which they are very 
nmch obliged to him, since for some years past it lias been the 
custom to apply the Preacher’s money to other Parish uses* 

You may draw upon me when you please, the sooner the 
better; for i have more care upon me for a friend's money, than 
for iny own* I rest, with the most sincere resjjects, 

Your most obliged, obedient servant. Josh* Smith,'* 
Sir, ^ 6 , 1727- 

" The favour of yours was very acceptable to me ^ and would 
have been much more so If, to the good state of health you ap¬ 
prized me of, I had received the like satiisfaction as to the 
strength and service of your limbs* The very day after the re¬ 
ceipt of yours, I waited upon Deputy Patten, the Church-war¬ 
dens, and about half a dozen more of the Chiefs of the Pariah , 
returning your thanks for favours received, and signifying your 
intention of resigning the Lecture at Michaelmas next. This I 
did without making the least point to myself, or so much as in¬ 
timating the honour I should esteem it, to bear any the least 
relation to the Parish* The following evening, some of the young 

* or Christ's Cambridge, B* A H>93 ; M. A* ; and incor¬ 

porated ai Otford, 1693 . He published an Assize Sermon in 1705,“ The 
Divine Faith the only Security of the People and was Dean Mow'i 
Assiitant as Lecturer at St* Lawrence Jewry. 

f Whither he had removed on account of his health 3 see before, p 2B8. 
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Governors in Milk-street summoned about twenty of tlieir 
companions to meet at the Paul'a Head Tavern, where they 
unanirooiLisly agreed to make a compliment of the Lecture to Dr* 
Sherlock I being determined to support the credit of the Parish 
by [he choice of some person of dignity and distinction* Some 
few days after, they waited on Mr. Deanj who was pleased to 
beg some further time to consider of it j so that the affair foi' the 
present is at a stand. 

Dr, VVaterland, I hear, is the next person they intend to apply 
to, who in all likelihood will accept the offer, I heartily thank 
yon, good Sir, for your kind disposition towards me j and, in a 
waking sense of the many favours experienced for many years 
past, do think myself obliged to offer up my prayers to God for 
vou, for such a measure of health and strength as may render 
the remainder of your days at least tolerably comfortable, and 
afford you the convenience of preserving and improving that 
good frame of spirit, which may chearfully carry you ihrough 
this life, lo the possession of a better* These are the sincere 
acknowledgements and hearty desires of 

" Your most obliged and obedient servant. Josh. Smith.'" 

Honoured Sir, Gtdldhall Coffee-house^ Oct. 3, 1727- 
Yesterday morning Dr, VVateiland sent a letter to excuse 
his acceptance of the Lecture; upon which some of my friends 
thouglil that a free tender of it would be made to me. But the 
great Grasper has transform\l himself into a Serpent, and by 
his wiliness is very likely to gain his point. You must know, Sir, 
that this morning Mr* Shoreyf was spirited up to be a Ciuididafe, 
and great application was made to procure him votes. At the 
same time Mr. Pritchard sent })rinted tickets all over the Pa¬ 
rish, some of which were delh'cred upon the Exeliange* By tins 
means, the Parish was thrown into confusion. The Manage)^ 
of the scheme met at the Baptist's Head ; and about six this eveti- 
ing sent to acquaint me ^ that the two candidates would give up 
their intet'est if 1 would ; and that, to preserve the peace of the 
Parish the Electors were agreed to make a tender of the Ijecture 
to Dr* Marshall*" 1 returned for ansiver, * that 1 had no votes to 
give up, having never requested any : that 1 should think it an 
honour to serve the Parish as Lecturer, and be obliged to such 
gentlemen as would favour me with their interest/ 

“To-morrow is tVie election-day, which 1 wait for with a great 
deal of indifference; having from the first determined to avoid 
canvassing, and leave it entirely lo themselves, Lo give or not 
give, as they thougVit lit. H is some pleasure to me in the re¬ 
flection that i attended the Church duly whilst put in trust with 
it, having preaclied lifLy-two I’uesdays running, and left the 
congregation in no declining condition* Be pleased to accept of 
the service of your most obliged and obedient senrant, J* Smith*” 

* Dr* Nathaniel Mar.'ihall, Re<?tor uf St. Vedast, Ac. 
f The Rev. William Shnrey, M* A* h styled Mecior of SL Lawreree 
Jewry*’ in Cook*s Preacher’#? Assistant* 

“ Worthy 
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Worthy Sir, London, Nov ^ % 17^7* 

You had much sooner heard from me, bad I been able to 
communicate any thing to you worthy your acceptance. As to 
the money due from St. Lawrence, 1 have twice made applica¬ 
tion to Mr. Miers (a noted Attorney in King-street, and Clerk 
ot the Vestry), who is well disposed to your service; and he 
frankly assures me, that tlie Parish is very poor at this time, 
though in expectance of shortly receiving some money from one 
of their improved estates, Sir VViiliani Billers, Alderman, is 
Upper Churchwarden at this timej but leaves the administration 
of his oRice to a servant of his, from whom nothing is to be had* 
Mr. Rogers in Milk-street, whom I well know, comes on Head- 
officer at Our Lady-day, and 1 am in good hope of procuring the 
nxoney by his means. As to any application to be made to Mr. L. 
Hill, it is at present unseasonable: for be is much out of order, 
and confined to his chamber, on account of the misfortune of his 
second son's being lately married to a Stage*player of no name and 
reputation. When I shall be able to gain any information with 
regard to the Exhibitron you desire, you shall hear further from 
Your most obliged and devoted servant. Josh* Smith/^ 
Honoured Sir, London, March 5, 17^7^^- 

'* 1 shoiihl with pleasure have been beforehand with you, and 
prevented you the trouble of writing to me, could 1 have given a 
better account of tlie Skinners than at present I am able to dp. 
Immediately after the favour of yoiii's, about October last, I 
waited on Mr. Parker, who acknowledged' that he had heard from 
you with regard to an Exhibition from his Company, and de- 
chued that he knew of none that were vacant, or were likely 
to be j because the condition of them is such, that the persons 
in possession do receive the profits till they are othervvise rea¬ 
sonably provided for j that be had laboured about a year and half 
ago to procure one for a poor man's sou at Mitcham, and had 
the good Fortune to succeed/ On Sunday last 1 dined with him 
at his son-imlaw's Mr. Grubb (who is very much broke, and goes 
but little abroad, and took occasion to tell him ' that I was lately 
infojxiied of Dr. Shipper’s being a solicitor for the next Exhibi¬ 
tion, in favour of the son of the late Dr. Wei ion* ^ and desired to 
know whether he knew of any vacancy.' He answeierl " No, and 
that no notice had been given to the Company of any/ 

There is no money to be expected from the present Church- 
wai‘dens of St. Lawrence. 1 intend to solicit those that succeed 
at Easter; and hope, by the help of Mr. Miers, the Clerk of the 
Vestry, shortly to procure it. Your friends in town are very in- 
Cjuisitive after your slate of health, and full of their good wishes 
to you. I rest your most obedient servant. Josh. Smith.” 

* Rjcbard Welton, of Caius Coliene, Cambridge; li A. I65I ; M. A. 
JS95 ; D. D. 1708. He was presented to the Rectory of St. Maij, White- 
chape], ill 1697; vras Hitiiinent amon^ the Norijurors ; and, Nov. 10, 
1717, the Doctor, with his congregation, consist jo^ of about 250 pfraons, 
were surprized by ihe Civil Power ; and most of them, refusing the oath, 
were ordered to be prosecuted. See “LiteraryAnecdoies/^ vol VII. p. 459. 
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Extracts from Letters of Dr. Charles Moss*. 

Good Sir, BuU^ April 15, 1716^ 

In answer to your most kind and very pleasant letter, l am 
som' that the meiancholy alteration in my small family obliges 
me to send you one full of sadness, grief, and affliction ^ one that 
I fear, will move your pity to a degree that cannot be easy to your¬ 
self; I could write it with tears, that our dearest child by being 
taken into the other world, has cai'ned away the great comfort de¬ 
light, and expectation of her unhappy parents. The languishing 
condition that she has been in ever since we came to Hull, gave 
me continual fear of her being to live either a very short, or a 
very unhealthy life. The fever left her for some days, after 
which she was seized with convulsions, which found her weak, 
and left her weaker: after two days interval, they seized her 
more violently on Sunday last, and continued by very strong fits 
with short respites upon her for 24 hours, when she expired. 
The sweet good-nature and prodigious observation of the child, 
with the beauty of action that set off her half infancy, made her 
the subject of general admiration. Every body almost of iashion 
was kind in Iheir enquiries after her, and sorry for her danger, and 
concerned for her death; to %vhom every good quality seemed 
better and greater than perhaps it was; and they think the world 
robbed of something perfect in its kind. The little of temper and 
philosophy that I am master of, submits entirely to the force of 
a passion, never yet so much exercised ; and J wish my wife may 
not be long undei" the power of it, as she is now ; so as to make 
her forget every thing, but what cannot be remembered without 
cruelty to herself. She has wanted due rest for almost this three 
weeks. We are preparing for the funeral for to-morrow, which, 
in the smallest manner to be imagined, will cost me eight 
pounds, or a trifle under, the manner of funerals being prodi¬ 
giously expensive here 

Your most affectionate and humble servants, Ch. & F, Moss." 

Good Str, Hull^ Jan. 5, 1724-5, 

When I answered your last, leaving you under a depresssion 
of spirits (a trouble at any time great enough), I still hoped that 
your spirits would rescue themselves, and suggest as well as sup¬ 
port a better presage concerning your state while mortal 5 inuch 
less could 1 think that the engine| by which the fatal point is 
thrown to distance could be looked on by you as one fitted to 
push the contrary way. In hopes therefore that this great tor¬ 
mentor, which has played mucli longer on multitudea for their 
preservation, may (if at all) do now so for yours, I beg you, 
Sir, to recei’v^e its approaches, with the same hopes ; the last fit, 
though smart, soon ended wdth safety and some advantage to you; 

• A Physician at HuU, and the ydun^est of three Brothers of the Dean 
of Ely,"—The faiv Extracts here ^iveu from a largie mass of this good man's 
Letters, if not v^rj interesting in a literary point of view, are eitremely 
affeccing, and shew the goodness of heart possessed by both the Brothers, 
and the benevolence of the Dean, 
f What would a modern Undertaker say to this enormous charged 
X The gout. Sec before, pp, 419. and 
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and it is odds if you bave so disastrous a one as the precedlngi 
May our common Maker conduct the fit you now apprehend 
to that end, and preserve jife, and all that can make it valuable 
to you t It were to be wished that your poor Brother's foitune 
in the world had contributed any thing to the happiness of your 
life. His sincere wishes were for the advancement of it, more 
than his drift was at, or prospect of his own. To make a com¬ 
parison of the bmdea of life now upon us is harder to do justly 
than my good Brother ought at present to take the ti*ouble upon 
himself to do j I fear you have, and am well convinced at present, 
the greatest hardship within your own person. My infirmities, 
as they are much the same in kind (with some cruel additions), 
seem to be eager to overtake yours in degree. Are you a cripple ? 
I can but just halt, 1 have been, most truly since my answer 
to you, lame in my breast, staked in a manner through it, at the 
same time that my foot was swelled and pained, and ancle weak¬ 
ened with the gout. The latter is now gone, and has yielded 
to the other, which keeps me in an evening as safe as if I were 
lockai in a box, and hinders me from rising till ten in the morn¬ 
ing, or near at present, when business, which was but show, 
called me out before in my bad circumstances. It demands me 
to a very little better purpose now, 

The latter part of your letter, which is beautifully connected 
with the first, shall make a renewed impression, as I intend fre¬ 
quently to open it whilst I live. I intend very shortly to shew 
my sense of its excellence to you. it had been done already, but 
that distemper, weakness 3 and almost a necessity to lay down in 
the dirt, before I got home in the evening, hindered me. God 
return in effect all your kind wishes and prayers, for me and my 
wife, to you and my sister. 

Your affectionate brother and humble sei’vant, Ch. Moss/* 
Good Sir, May 35, 1725, 

"If you could get your teaming Enemy to confine his alterca¬ 
tions to elegance and verse, though he would find himself worsted 
by the change of his weapon, it would be better for him. Your 
correction of him that way, by stings and lashes, would hurt him 
less, if not have a good effect upon him, than he does himself by 
fruitless efforts of rage and scandal. I wish you peace, though 
be be at war with himself and you; and upon very ticklish terms 
with all mankind, as I imagine* 

Ben Ibbot is dr opt, immeiliately after a new attachment to 
tlie world, and a fresh encoui-agenient to live. The people here, 
seeing some ill-manners in Clark's book, and being covetous of 
keeping that excellency to themselves, and incapable of seeing 
any thing else in it, rail at him immoderately. I do not know 
how to trust him with your compliments 3 it will swell him dan¬ 
gerously. Your affectionate brother, Charles 

Good Sir, Dec. 13, 1726. 

" 1 am glad that the ruffian-like foot-pad has not made a 
lecond assault on you : if ho should, I hope you will give him as 

quick 
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quick a rtijmlse sm you lately did, and as little to your dacmge^ 
It is a great pleasure to nae that you can look this weather in the 
facej they that have no complaints to make in it are fit to he 
spectators^ if not actors, in Figg's Amphitheatre. It is fai' from 
allowable for me to venture out to-morrow ; something sharper 
than the weather, and keeoer than the gout (if possible), sends 
me forth, if I have power to get out. My business is exceeding 
little at present j but, to keep even the face of business, 1 am 
obliged to appear, 

“ 1 pray God send you all the support and courage, or as little 
need of any extraordinary degree of the latter, as can be, I wish 
the roads and distance would let you come as easily to Hull as 
Cambridge, With an easy fortune, it is one of the b^t places in 
England to winter at. Have you determined for Cambridge 
the first mild and practicable seastin ? You only say you have 
dropped the journey. 

Our new and gi eat Neighbours are exceedingly civil. At his 
Christening supper, the most elegant, and in the finest service 
of plate that I ever saWj he extolled HuU above all the places that 
he ever knew. He drank your health, spoke mightily well of Bro¬ 
ther Sam ; same when with Sir William ; and his Lady is equally 
civil to my poor wife. God send you strength, liveliness, and 
all manner of happiness, I am, good Sir, your most sincerely 
affectionate Brother, and obliged humble servant, Ch, Moss/* 
Good Sir, Jan. 13, 1726-T^ 

" The goodness of your last I cannot sufficiently acknowledge, 
as it shews your care extends itsel f to securing me the port to- 
xvards which our whole course is to be directed) and whilst you 
are so seriously steady in your own, it is kind to put me in mind 
of the errors of mine, and caution me against the final and only 
dreadful shipwreck, I shouhl say with truth, that thoughts like 
these very good ones of yours are far from being strangers to 
my mind. They frequently return, and I will do what I can 
to invite and fix them to a settled abode upon it. 1 am fre¬ 
quently endeav ouring to correct my reckoning i but the tempes¬ 
tuous life 1 am in permits me not to do it with exactness or cer¬ 
tainty ; besides that my natural inclinations and propensions are 
(as common) very near borderers on vice itself, and that by in¬ 
veterate habit they make ready excursions beyond their allowed 
limils. My growing infirmities increase the difficuf ty of govern¬ 
ing those juvEsions in whose ill directions our virtue is lost. My, 
indigence, by which I mean my bare difficult and laborious sub- 
sistence, as it increases my infirmities, and that way weakens 
still moi'c either my moral or my Christimi guard, has tempta¬ 
tions peculiar to itself ^ and innumemble provocations attending 
of quitting the strict rule. 

** The contention with othersTor their just dues, even for the 
wages that they have earned with the sweat of their brow and 
the peril of their health, is forced frequently upon folks of my 
condition, as it is now upon me in the case of a debt scandalously 

withheld 
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withheld. Being, though very iil, at an entertainmentj wliich 
civility engaged me to be at, the very night that I received your 
kind letter—part of what I expected was rudely and insultingly 
offerefl, with a condition that I should entertain that company 
in which I then was at my own house. Upon my modestly re¬ 
fusing to take my own upon imposed conditions, or a part of it 
for tire whole, 1 was persecuted with abuses, insults, and menaces; 
tvhicli, though the whole company blamed In the very rich and 
very vile aggressor, yet they equally remarketl and despised my 
inability to help myself. Such trials are too great for the patience 
of any but impfroved Philosophers and Christians, especially when 
in some kind or other as evident injustice is played upon us peo¬ 
ple of low life, as often as a powerful knave or fool has a minil 
to make sport of us.—^This is no reason why I should not consider 
my later end ; but a strong motive to it; nor can I avoid doing 
it when I consider the heaviness of the present stage ; but it is a 
hindraDCe to doing it sedately and constantly when my atlention 
is thus div ided. Your preaching was very good, very becoming 
you; and the reasonableness and necessity of what you recom¬ 
mend attested by my own conscience. I Irav e reason therefore 
to thank you for it, as I most sincerely do. 

" We return your excellent wish and prayer upon you and 
my sister, hoping tliat in each particular it may take place effec¬ 
tually upon you; nor shall I omit my constant prayci’s for the 
increase of your strength, the prolonging your life with comfort, 
the supporting your hopes, the laising of j our prospect, and, 
after all, the abundant and unshaken felicity which you are too 
wise and gootl to seek for here. 

J bring home a very oppressive and heavy fit of the asthma 
this evening. Since my mentioning this state of my healtii at 
the beginning of this letter, a little and very little business is the 
cause of my not returning an answer till this post. 1 am. Sir, your 
affectionate Brother, and most humble servant, Chaeles Moss."' 

Good Sie, [lullf Jan. 31, 1/26-7* 

My merry and insolent oppressor 1 had the consolation to 
make ashamed of his folly, as f since learn; and have put myself 
in a hopeful way of getting justice from him, and two others, as 
rich and insolent, but not quire so absurd as be, who aj^e joined 
with him in Che same trust. We sat late in comjjany that night: 
everybody drank but f (who was indulged); and the lit w^hich I 
brought in was in a good meiisure spent before wc broke up : 
but no greater enemy still than ill hours to the health of 
mortal man. 

I have a great opinion that you will have a better state of 
health. A Spring fit of the gout, let it come regularly, will 
spend itself, or run its course; but yours, falling into the Winter 
before, and meeting unusual checks, it was protracted till Nature 
made a new and imperfect push in the Spring, before the fit was 
clean off. The unusual heat of the last Summer took your spirits 
faster off than they could be recruited; all which, I very much 
hope, will happen quite otherwise now. I am, C. Moss/' 

Good 
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" Good Sib, Hidl^ Aug. 8, 1727- 

I wish you a gi'eat deal of enjoyment and health in your 
purchased habitation, whicli, though it is dear, 1 doubt not but 
you find your account in it. 

" St. Sepulchre*s Church I take to be between Truropington- 
street and Castle^street. 1 wish you and my sister all the satis¬ 
faction and advantages that you propose. I was owning to you 
that with time and pains 1 made myself master of most of the 
difficulties in Neoportus * j but, if my memory does not fell me, 
there were some passages m the Preface, prose, which retained 
their obscurity after my endeavours to clear them up. When I 
sent that Edition to you, I had a Neoportus of a former impres¬ 
sion, wanting a great deal of that which you have j but the Pre¬ 
face was, if 1 remember, the same with one of yours. 1 have 
lately kjst it very unaccountably, and believe it stolen from me. 
A Scotcliman, that comes out of Essex to Summer here, as he says, 
for his health partly out of humanity, and a little out of curiosity, 
I asked him to see me, which he did at a time that I had bix)ught 
the candid Neoportus down among’st other books in use, thinking 
some time or other to cast an eye upon some of the remarkable 
places. On reading yours, I looked for him, and miss him, after 
the most diligent search that I can make. I would have strove to 
make him confess his mind, though in vain, as formerly. I think 
there I could not bring the construction to bear, though his 
meaning was to be guessed. I question whether he will reveal 
his beauties more to the lover who laid unlawful hands upon him. 
This is the reason tliat I cannot send you the success of my re¬ 
view. Wishing your new dwelling may add to your life, and the 
delight of it, I am, Sii% your most obliged and humble servant, 
and afiectionale Brother, Charles Moss.” 


Sir John Thorold'I’, Bart, to the Rev. J. Jones;}:* 

“Dear Sir, Kmisington Gravel'pitSj June ^4^ 174% 

Nor having heard fi om you for some considerable time, I 
taiie the liberty of cnquiritig after your welfare, and whether 
my last letter came safe to your hands. 

If it be indisposition which occasions your silence, I pray 
God to remove that impediment. Your health will certainly be 
esteemed a blessing by your parishioners. May the merciful 
and most holy God either restore or continue it to you as he shall 
please I In hopes of being favoured with a line or two from you 
very speedily, I remain, dear Sir, 

Your affectionate Mend, John Thokold.” 

“ Cartjfo SecuTido Votum candidum—Vivat Rex, Per M.Neoporlum, 
lfc'65/' 4tu. r » 

f See the ** Literary Anecdotes/* vol. VI 1 . ii, 63!. 

: Ibid. voj. L p. 63T> voj. VJl- p. S0<>. 


Mr. 
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Mr. G, CoNiNGESBY^ to tile Rev* Ch. GoDWYN t. 

“ Dbak SiKs Bodenham^ Aug. 30, 1743, 

I am heartily obliged to you for that little of your company 
you charitably afforded me, and am glad you got safe to Oxford, 

I have lately talked with uiy cousin Philips about the passage 
in Hudibras, Part 111. canto 1, line 113/, The General of the 
Cavaliers was Randal Egerton, and lies buiied in Weston Abbey. 
At the siege of Picton Castle in Pembrokeshii'e he proposed 
a conference %vith the Governor and owner of it, Sir Erasmus 
Philips, for which end a ladder was reared to a window of the 
Castle, which Eger tern ascended j and, desiring Philips to thmst 
himself a little farther out of the window tor the convenience 
of a closer conference, he seized him, and made him descend the 
ladder with him. If this account be true, as 1 believe it is, my 
cousin Philips . having been formerly shewed the very window, I 
know not how to reconcile it with what I have since met with 
under Buck's view of Picton Castle, where are these words; ‘ It 
was garjisoned by Sir Richard Philipps for King Charles L in 
the Civil Wars, and held out a long siege/ This matter deserves 
a further enquiry, 1 am, with proper services to all fjiends, 

" Your sincere friend and humble servant, G. Coninoesby/* 


The Rev, Dr. Knowler;!: to the Rev. John Lewis 

Rev. Sir, iVentworlh-house^ 15, 1734 - 

** Though 1 have been much hurried since I saw you, yet I 
have not forgot your commands | which were, to send you the 
titles and conclusions of St, Cyprian and Tully, I have turned over 
both these books, and referred the account of TuUy to a separate 
sheet, being unwilling you should lose any part of the beauty of 
my countlynian Caxton by an unskilful epitome. The book is a 
large quajio, and the three pieces arc bound together, as one 
would imagine by the exordiums they w'ere designed to be by 
Caxton himself. Whether they were all printed in the year 14S1, 
I leave you to judge; and shall not pretend to offer any poor re¬ 
marks I have made on the persons mentioned in his liaranguee, 
to one who is so perfect a master of this, as well as every other 
part of learning. 

My Lord’s II Edition of Cyprian is that of Spire, 1471, folio, 
omitted by Maittaii'c, tliougli mentioned by Dr, Cave. There 
arc 76 chajvters in all,, most of them Epistles, though some not 
St. Cyprian's, as has been clearly proved by the more modern 
Editors, I shall ti'anscribe the first and last of tlie heads or 
chapters as mentioned in the table prefixed, to give you a notion 
how they are printed, in case the book has not fell into your hands t 

* Of Sc, Mary Hail, Oicford ; M, A, 1? 17 » B- and D, D, 1731, 
f Of Baliol College, Ojtford j seethe Literary Anecdotes," voj, VL 
pp, 408, 410 5 and vol, VUI. p. 224, 

J See the Literary Anecdotes," voL f L p. vuL VH. p, tip. 

§ See before in this volume, p, 165. 

II Thomas Wentworth, created Baron Malton in 1723, Ear! of MaUon 
in 1734 , He succeeded to the Barony of Rockingh.im tn lT45j was created 
Marquis of Eocklngham in 1746 ; and died in 1750, 


^ Tabula 
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‘ Tabula super E pis tolas Cipriani. 

Cecilius Cipriaiius ad Comeliuni * de Confessione epia p’ma 
de reielatione capitis sancti Johann is Baptiste/ 

In the first is plainly erased after Cornelian some word, per¬ 
haps fratrem, and so in the tide of the Epistle in its proper place 
ill the body of the book; 1 know not for what reason, since it 
is repeated in the Epistle itself, which begins, * Yprianns Corne- 
lio ^ra^ri salutem, cognovimns/ Stc. the initial letter is omitted 
^piite through ; and 1 suppose the intent of it was that it might 
be added by the hand, and illuininated. The book is not paged, 
ntir is there so niucii as the mark of the sheet, a, b, c, at the bot¬ 
tom, as is used now for the sake of the binders ; but at the end 
of all is this sentence, imiotelligible to me r 

* Loquitur lector ad vindelinum spirensem artificem qui 
Epistolas Eeati Cipriani reddit in lucem 

M.CGCCLXXJ/ 

“ Whether it should be Loquitor, and the meaning, an invita- 
ti<m to the reader to senti for the book to Vindelirms^s own shop, 
J know not ; indeed I cannot fell what to make of it. This 
very d>ffei’ent from what you shewed me at Margate, 1 doubt 
not but yoor candour and kindness in particular to me will over¬ 
look the mfmy blots and blurs I have made in this epistle, which 
I have neither time or leisure to transcribe. 

“ Perhaps it may not be amiss to acquaint you that the geiUle- 
men of this County are resoived to vijxticate their just rights by 
jietition in Pari lament, against the incroachnients of those many 
false voles given at the late Election in favour of Sir Miles Sta- 
pylton, and very probably at the importunity of his friends, not¬ 
withstanding their banner displayed ^ Liberty and Properiyf No 
Excise V I am your obliged nephew, Wm. Knowles/’ 


William Lauder* to Dr. Mead. 

“ HoNOURKD Sir, Piccnrfi%, April 9, 1751. 

“As 1 have a very uncoiimion esteem for your judgment, learn¬ 
ing, and probity; so it gives me infinite uneasiness to understand 
that 1 have incurred your displeasure by my late offence. But 
allow me to as.5iire your Honoui' {though I have not adventured 
to give this reason in my printed Letter addressed to his Grace the 
.■\rchbishop of Canterbury, as not being willing to be the Author 
of any public disturbance) that niy offence proceeded from no de¬ 
sign to impose upon the publick, as no one ever had a better 
cause than mine, even when stript of all adventitious assistance; 
but rather from a well-meaning zeal to undeceive mankind, in a 
very curious particular, relating to a book, concerning the true 

• From the autograph communicated by the Rev. Dr. Lort- by ithom 
a 1 ^ thus indorsed; “Original Letter of tVilliam Lauder, i7Sl. His 
Recaiitatimi lo Dr. Mead.”—Inclosed in the Letter ivas Lauder’s original 
receipt ot 2s. 6rf. from Dr,Mead, for the first subscription. 

See several particulars of Lander in the passages referred to in the 

Literary Anecdotes,” vol. VII. p. 232, 6t2. 

Author 
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Author, wherof much noise has been made in the world, by dis¬ 
closing a master'-piece of fraud and forgery committed by Milton 
against the memory of King Charles the First, which very few 
persojis seem to be acquainted with. 

The story is as follows, and is extremely well vouched; 

W^e are ciedibly infoi'med by the Rev. Mr, Birch (in his Ap¬ 
pendix to the ' Life of Milton/ prefixed to a late Edition of that 
Author'^s Political Works) that Milton, in order to blast the repu¬ 
tation of King Charles the Fii'st, the undoubted Author of a hook 
entitled, * Eikon Basilike/ stole a prayer out of Sir Philip Sidney's 
Arcadia, and obliged the Printer of the King's book, under severe 
penalties and threateniugs, to subjoin it to his Majesty's per¬ 
formance, and then made a hideous outcry against his own action, 
as committed by the King, merely to create a jealousy, as was 
observed just now, that, if his Majesty was not the Authcjr of the 
prayers in that Treatise, he was far less the Author of the Treatise 
itself^ which thing is believed by thousands to this day, solely 
on the credit of Miltot/s affirmation, when lie was the architect 
of the imposture himself! 

“ As Milton therefore has acquired iinmeuse reputation by 
publising a Poem, in composing whei*eof he derived great assist¬ 
ance from tile writings of others j and as the King has been de¬ 
nied the credit he had a just title to from a work he seems to 
have composed without any assistance from othei’s j so 1 imagined 
I could not either requite Mi Lion's action against the King more 
properly, or give people a juster idea of the nature of it, than 
by transcribing his worthy pattern, that mankind might see the 
odiousness of that action in Milton, which they were so forward 
to condemn in me; which they would never have been so sensible 
of, had not I acted so by him, as it is natuml for people to be 
more affected where they are interested themselves, than where 
they are not concerned, and with present things more than 
with ihingH long since past, and out of their reach. 

'' Now, if Mikon's forgeiy^ against Ihe King, a character in 
dignity far superior to his owm, should jjass uncensured, and be 
reputed devoid of malignity, as it seems to be amongst his ad¬ 
mirers (Miltou being reckoned a man of a fair character), why 
should Che same action be deemed so criminal in me? And if it 
is culpable in me, as all the world has judged, and as 1 admit, it 
is also equally culpable in Milton, or more so, as he was the first 
trangressor ; and as I only acted by Milton, in retaliation of his 
having acted so by the King j the fairness of winch procedure 
against Milton {though I pretend not thereby quite to exculpate 
myself) is sufficiently Justified by the apimned maxim of Uie poet: 

‘ Sua quisque exempla debet sequo animo pati.' 

I declare therefore sincerely that had not Milton acted so by 
the King, as I am convinced in my conscience he did, and for 
which w'e have indisputable evidence given us, I would liave sub¬ 
mitted to any jiunishment sooner than either have offered such 
violence to truth, put such an imposiiicm on the publick, or at¬ 
tempted to blast Milton's reputation by a falsehood. 


On 
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On this topick 1 was at first resolved to defend myself^ had 
! not been advised to the contrary* as it was easy to foi'esee the 
distiiibance such a method might be apt to produce betwixt the 
admirers and enemies of the English poet, both which your ho¬ 
nour well knows are very numerous in this kingdom; to prevent 
which I chose rather to derive the %vhole blame upon myself, than 
by disclosing Milton^s forgery against the King, become the au¬ 
thor of any public disturbance, by sowing the seeds of jealousy 
betwixt, or administering fuel to inflame the animosity of con¬ 
tending parties p 

As for the interpolations* whereby not above t^venty or 
thirty lines at most of Milton were affected, notwithstanding the 
hideous outcry that has been raised against me on account of 
them, greater pei haps than if 1 had denied or ridiculed the doc¬ 
trine of the Trinity, 1 hope I have it in my power to replace them 
twenty-fold, which I am I’esolved shortly to do, to the convic¬ 
tion, 1 tnistj of all persons of judgement, candour, and learning; 
for some persons there are in the world whom I know it is im¬ 
possible to convince. 

As my offence, therefore, is attended with such favourable 
circumstances, and appears plainly to have been occasioned rather 
from an honest, though it may be an imprudent zeal to disabuse 
mankind witli regard to their ignorance of a curious particulai* 
in Histoiy, as also to vindicate the character of a much injured 
Prince with relation to private property, and asseit his title to a 
performance, which by an unfair contrivance of Milton has been 
hitherto by thousands adjudged to another, than from any mali¬ 
cious or sinistrous design of imposing on the publick in general; 
so 1 hope your honour's usual candour and goodness will pardon 
my offence, and honour me once more with your favour and 
patronage, which, God willing, I shall take care never to forfeit 
again by any miscarriage whatever. 

1 am, with great respect and esteem, honoured Sir, your most 
obedient, most obliged, and most humble servant, Wm. Lauder. 

' Beat! Misericordes! iQuoniam,' 

The original Proposals for this fraudulent attempt of 
Lauder being now a literary curiosity, a copy of them ts given : 
Proposals for printing, by subscription, " Hugonis Grotii 
Adamus Exsul, l^ragoedia:' with an English Version, and 
the lines imitated from it by MiUon'subjoined to the 
pages. By William Lauder, A. M. 

I. The paper is to be the same with that of these Proposals, 
and the print the same with the Specimen annexed. 

“ 11. Each Subscriber is to pay 5s. one half at the time of sub¬ 
scribing, and the other on the delivery of the book in sheets. 

liL The work shall be printed off with all convenient speed. 

Subscriptions are taken in by Mr. Davidson, in the Poultry; 
Mr. Vaillant, in the Strand; Mr. Cave, at St. Johns Gate; and 
by the Editor. 


it 
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It is now more than half a century since the ^ Paradise Lost,’ 
having" broke through the cloud with which the unpopularity of 
its author for a time obscured it, has attracted the general admi¬ 
ration of mankind, who have endeavoured to compensate the 
error of their first neglect by lavish praises and boundless vene- 
ration. There seenia to have arisen a contest among men of 
genius and literature, who should most advance its honour or 
best distinguish its beauties. Some have revised Editions, others 
have published Commentaries, and all have endeavoured to make 
their* particular studies in some degree subservient to this gene¬ 
ral emulation. 

Among the inquiries to wdiich this ardour of criticism has 
naturally given occasion, none is more obscure in itself, or more 
worthy of rational curiositVt than a retrospection of the progress 
of this mighty genius in iiie construction of his work, a view of 
the fabric gradually rising, perliaps from small beginnings, till 
its foundation rests in the centre, and its turrets sparkle in the 
skies; to trace back the structure through all its varieties to the 
simplicity of its first plan, to find what was first projected, 
whence the scheme was taken, how it was improved, by what 
assistance it was executed, and from what stores the materials 
were collected; whether its founder dug them from the quarries 
of natui'c, or demolished other buildings to embellish his own. 

"" This inquiry has been indeed not wholly neglected, nor per¬ 
haps prosecuted with the care and diligence that it deserves. 
Several critics have offered their conjectures, but none have much 
endeavoured to enforce or ascertain them. Mr. Voltaire tells us, 
without proof, that the first hint of ^ Paradise Lost’ was taken 
from a farce called ^ Adamo,* written by a player; Dr. Pearce, 
that it was derived from an Italian tragedy called ^ II Paradiso 
perso/ and Mr. Peck, that it was borrowed from a wild Romance. 
Any of these conjectures may possibly be true; but, as they stand 
without sufficient proof, it must be granted likewise, that they 
may all possibly be false, at least they cannot preclude any other 
opinion, which, without argument, has the same claim to credit, 
and may perhaps be shewn by I'csistless evidence to be better 
founded, 

is related, by steady and uncontroverted tradition, that 
the ' Paradise Lost * was at first a tragedy, and therefore amongst 
tragedies the first bint is properly to be sought In a manuscript 
published from Milton’s own hand, among a great number of 
subjects for tragedy, is ^ Adam Unparadised,' or ^Adom in Exile/ 
and this therefore may be justly supposed the embryo of this 
great poem. As it is observable that all these subjects had been 
created by others, the manuscript can be supposed nothing more 
than a memorial or catalogue of plays, which, for some reason, 
the writer thought worthy of attention. When therefore I had 
observed that ^ Adam in Exile’ among them, 1 doubted not 
but, in finding the original of that tragedy, I should disclose the 
genuine source of' Paradise Lo$V Nor was my expectation dis¬ 
appointed 
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appointed} for, having procured the " Mumus ExsuT of Grotim, 
I found, or imagined myself to find, the first draught, the prima 
stamina of this wondei-ful poem. And, as I cannot doubt but 
the discovery will give tlie same pleasure to others as to me, I 
hope the publick will favour this attempt, since the orignal is so 
scarce, that Gronovjus, with all the influence that his learning 
gives him, was not able to procure me a printed copy, the version 
that will be added is new and elegant, and the question which 
this publication tends to illustrate, is, in the highest degree, 
worthy of general regard/' 


Rev, Br, Faussett^ to Erenezer Mussell^I", Esq. 

“Good Sib, Heppington^ March 1763. 

“In leturn for the favoui's and civilities I received at Bethnal 
Green, I have taken the liberty to beg your acceptance of a 
Fibula Vestiaria, and some beads, all dug up by myself^ about a 
year ago, at Ash in this County. If you think they deserve a 
place ill your very valuable and cuiious Collection of Antiquities, 
I shall think myself happy ^ as, indeed, I shall ever do, if, in 
consequence of my future searches, I shall be enabled to contri¬ 
bute any thing else worthy of your notice. 

“ The only merit these Remains ]>retend to, is, there being 
undoubtedly lioujjin, and truly genuine; which circumstances, 
however, make me prefer tlieni to every thing else in my other¬ 
wise trifling collection; and, indeed, even these 1 can hardly 
look upon with pleasui-e, since 1 saw your inestimable Museum.' 

“ I have also presumed to throw my mite into your DacEvlo- 
theca. It is a ring with a small head of the Old Pretender; it is 
reckoned to be very like, and well done; it has been many yeai^s 
in my family. A little picture of Charles IL which, I suppose, 
was also formerly set in a ring, bears it company; as also a coin 
which I look upon to be very curious, and fell into my hands 
but jesterday* Jt is an halfpenny tjf the old gentleinaii above 
mentioned, struck in the yeai* 1719, a year before the death of 
James II. It was found in the pocket of one of the rebels who 
fell at the battle of Culloden. 


• See \ht third volume of these IUusfraiio[jft,*' p, 55 ^, 
f Mr. Mussdl was a skilful collector of books and uther curiosities He 
was in 17SI a ccmsiderable purchaser at the sale of J(,hn Kemp's famous 
Museum of Antiquities ; and added largely to his col lection from the sales 
of the Earl uf Oxford and Dr. Mead, He resided near Ald^aie, and had 
also a bouse on Bethnal Green. On the demolition of the old Cilv Gates 
having purchased the materials of Aldgate, he removed (hem to his resi¬ 
dence at Bethnal Green, and placed them in the front of a huildine adja¬ 
cent to his own house, where they still remain; and a -ood e^^^ravT^£^ of 
them, Jis Uiey now stand, was given by Mr, Malcolm in his Views round 

M A. in t 7 G 0 ; ai,d married, Sept. 9, 

li 61 , ftlrs, Sarah Scnveri, of Canterbury, I ktiutv not the eiatt lime of 
Ins death; hot bis '‘Curiosities" were sold in 1765, amj bis Library 
111 a marked Catalogue, by Mr. Robson, in J 782 . 

simplicity 




MR, FAUSSETT TO EBENEZER MUSSELL^ ESa. 4$$ 

“ If, when you come to put your Jittle room on the top of the 
stairs to ne;hts, you meet with any thing which you may think 
unworthy of a place amongst the many great curiosities it con¬ 
tains, I shall think myself greatly obliged to you for it, as I shall 
also for any duplicates or refuse coins which may chance to come 
to your hands 5 and I shall be glad to purchase of you any such 
as are more Taluable, of which you may happen to have duplicatesp 
“ I am sincerely glad to find, by Mr* Grelton, that you are so 
much better j and hope that the course of physick which you are 
now in, and the return of warm weather, will perfectly restore 
your health. 1 shall think it long till I have the pleasure of seeing 
you in Kent, and hope you will give me as much of your com¬ 
pany at Heppington as yon can spare. 

The four uppermost beads in the box are of amber, and 
on that account are the more rare* I think it proper to men¬ 
tion to you that they are very brittle, that you may handle them 
accoi’dingly. 

Mrs* Faussett joins me in compliments, best wishes, Site. 

r am. Sir, your obliged humble servant, Brian Fauiiett " 


Letters of the Rev. Francis Wise*. 

To Samuei. Gai-Ej Esq. 

''Sir* ■ Bodleian^ Sept* ^8^ 17^* 

" After my hearty thanks to yourself for the trouble you have 
taken upon you, be pleased to recommend my best services to 
your brother for his kind intentions to mej and let him know 
that I am very ready to undertake the publishing of such a col¬ 
lection as he mentions, provided be shall tbiuk the poetry worthy 
of seeing the light, and any way agreeable to the taste of the 
present age* One difficulty 1 am afraid we shall meet with, viz. 
that all our pains will scarce be able to fumish out a volume of 
any considerable bulk* Old Prior Godfrey of Winchester will 
not pass muster* I am at a loss to know what is become of the 
poetical works of Alexander Nechani; hut the least scrap of 
Joseph of Exeter would be talento contra non charnm. 

'' 1 fancy, if proper ajjplieation were made to the Liteiuti, our 
defects might fae in a good measure supplied, Mr* Wanley, I 
believe* might be signally useful upon this occasion. 

" I should be glad to have a sight of the jKiems as soon as 
conveniently they may be sent down. 

''N, Burghers has finished above half the draught of St Frides- 
wide's shrine, but is stopped for some time by the Almanack* 

My Lord Bathurst has discovered a subterraneous building 
and tesselated pavement at Cirencester [see Sir Robert Atkins's 
History.] Mr. Bowles (who sends his sen^ice) desires me to ac- 

* Of this learned Keeper of the Archives in the A^hmolean Museuiu 
some Memoirs will be found in a subsequent page, in a Letter from bii 
trery able suoressor, the Rev* William Huddesford, m Df* Duoarcl. 

VojL. IV. Ff *'My 
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quaint you with it i and if you have arty queries about it, he 
begs you would write to him j he intending to visit it to-morrow 
seii'night. With my service to all friends, I am. Sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, Fran, Wish " 

To A, C* Ducarel, Esq. 

Boar Sir, Trinity College^ Oct 17, 173S. 

** Our friend Mr, Vertue, in his last letter to me, informed me 
that you was glad to hear of my design of publishing a pamphlet 
about the White Horse, which I formerly mentioned to youj 
and that you desired to know particularly in what manner ytm 
could be serviceable to me in the publication; for which I am 
very much obliged to you. 

I believe 1 told you formerly that 1 discovered the Horse to 
be a trophy of King Alfred's, set up by him after gmning the bat¬ 
tle of Ashdown, in 871. My friends have prevailed with me to 
draw tip a full account of it in writing, which has cost me a good 
deal of time and pains, and no inconsiderable ex pence | and my 
desire is only to make myself whole by the impression, for a 
bookseller will give me hardly above five guineas for my copy, 
which will be but a trifle to what I have expended* Jn my 
journles into Berkshire and Wiltshire upon this account, it has 
cost me above and in the drawings which are necessary to 
illustrate it neai' 5?* more* I have computed the charge of paper 
and printing, which upon a modest computation will be 20/. 
moi'e, to print a large number; so that the whole will stand me 
in 50i* within a trifle j a sum that will take a long time in raising 
by sixpences and shillings, for 1 propose to make it a pamphlet 
of eighteen-pence price, I have wrote it in English, so that il 
vvill be every body's reading; and my friends here give me hopes 
that, by the assistance of my acquaintance, 1 may put off seven or 
eight hundred, which will sufficiently reimburse me* If my cir¬ 
cumstances would permit me to be so great a loser, a bookseller 
should have tlie advantage, and I would give my friends no 
trouble ; but a private scholar without preferment of any value, 
you ai'e sensible, cannot afford to be so great a loser by obliging 
the publick, as T hope to do by this account of the White Horse, 
and other Antiquities in the neiglibourhood of it* Lord Craven 
has promised to be at the expence of engraving a plate, a view 
of the Horse j and there is another remarkable drawing of the 
monumeDt of the Danish King, killed in the battle, which, if 
I cannot find a Patron for it, the world must go without. 1 men¬ 
tioned to Mr, Vertue the Antiquary Society's engraving it for 
me ; but have altered my mind since, and desire to give neither 
him nor you any trouble in soliciting upon that account. 

“ What I desire of you is, that you will give me leave to lodge 
with you two or three hundred copies of the pamphlet, when 
printed, to be dispersed among such friends and others who will 
be pleased to encourage the sale of it j for unless 1 can put 
off four hundred or more in Uie Metropolis, I am sensible 

1 must 
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I must be a lo^er. 1 am persuaded Hiat it wiJI have no good 
effect^ without some friend in the Antiquaiy Society iviil im- 
flertake this trouble for niei and iP you will be so good as to 
do it, J shall be veiy much obliged to you. If yt>u think it too 
much, and your aSairs will not permit you to do it, 1 must look 
out for another. 

My brother desires his service to you, \vhich with mine to 
all fiiends, concludes, dear Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, Fraitcis Wise." 

“ Dear Sir, TriHit^ Ctillegej Nov % 

“ I received your very obliging letter just, after 1 had wrote 
one to Mr. Vertue on Tuesday 3 but I^ord Oxford's being here 
has hitherto hindered me from returning my thanks, which 1 
Ivope it w'ill not be too late to desire you to acce})t. Tiie occa¬ 
sion of my wi'iting to Mr, Vertue was, a report of Lord Craven’s 
being like to die, who, as he promised to be at the expence of 
the engraving, might poasibly leave mein the lurch by his deaths 
and therefore I wrote to stop the engraving. That Lord is in a 
very bad way, but may hold out six weeks or two months longer, 
as I have been since informed 3 and if 1 could get the engraving 
finished by that time, 1 should run no risque* Be so good as to 
enquire of Mr. Vertue whether he thinks it can be done by that 
time. 11 is my misfortune that he has so much business upon his 
hands at this time, as Lord Oxford infoi^ms me he has; but, as 
mine is a case of extteme necessity, perhaps he may be prevailed 
with to do it. Till 1 know this, I must be so rude as to decline 
accepting your kind oSer, for I purpose to defer the publication 
for a year longer, and stick to my work of Medals, which has 
been much retarded by tliis affair of the Horse. 

My friends are uneasy at my putting it off, but oecenomy will 
not aUo%v me to be at any more ex pence immediately 3 and with¬ 
out the plate of the Hoi*se, ray Dissertation will be in a manner 
useless. If Mr> Vertue could forward it, by getting other hands 
to help Inm, and do only the nicest part himself, 1 shall not be 
uneasy. If I should hnd encoui’agement to goon, J shall very 
readily embrace your offer, and send you an account in my next 
ivhere J would have it paid. But, whether I proceed or not, 1 
assure you that } ou may command a draught of the thing you 
desire (which I have some hopes will be engraved at Dr. Mead's 
expense) 3 and as soon as Green is at leisure, which will be as 
soon as the Visitation of the. Library is over next week, I will 
have a copy taken, and sentl it up to you, ith a great deal of 
pleasure. In the mean time believe me, dear Sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, Francis Wisk*' 

Dear Sir, IFro-vfon, near Banbury, Dec. 17? 1738. 

The last sheet of my book* is now printing off^ and I find 
the copy exceeds the number of sheets t at first intended, by a 

A Letter to Dr. Mead coneeruiji^ some AiitiqTjities in Berkshire, 
1738;* 4 to. 


F F ^ 


sheet 
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*h^t and a half, which, though it be an additional ex.pence of 
near to me, yet I do not intend to alter the price, viz. Is, 6 d. 

I am advised likewise to throw away three guineas or more in 
advertising it, which, added to the other sums, .will make above 
5S/. which 1 have spent in this affair (without reckoning the 
plates given me by Ijonl Craven and Dr, Mead), a sum vastly too 
great for a private scholar to expend upon a public work. My 
friends therefore must excuse me if 1 give them trouble in endea¬ 
vouring to make myself whole, though indeed I despair of ever 
doing that; and if I can raise 40 i, from the sale of the book, 1 
shall be very well content. As you have been so good as to offer 
me your service in this affair, "l will take the liberty of sending 
up to you 400 copies, which I hope some friends or other will 
take off your hands by dozens, in order to disperse them more 
effectually. What cannot be disposed of, must be returned to 
me again. Perhaps Mr, Eeauprh Bell^ if you would ask him 
(for it must not be done in my name), could find some way of 
disposing of IDO at Cambridge : this would mightily facilitate 
the dispersion. If they were put into a booksellers hands there, 
he might sell them for 2 s, apiece t but booksellers are persons 
whom 1 would not willingly have dealings with j and if Mr, Beh 
had some friend there to disperse them at 1^, 6cf- I should like it 
much better. Like other Authors who are prejudiced in favour 
of their own works, I flatter myself that it will be a pamphlet 
that will afford entertainment enough, especially to adepts in 
the study of Antiquity ^ but there is a necessity for expedition in 
dispersing the copies, for I am sensible, when the sale of them 
begins to flag, it will never recover itself, and the remaining 
copies must become waste paper. But 1 have great confidence 
in the zeal and activity of my friends, and therefore shall trouble 
you with nothing more at present, than that I am, dear Sir, 

** Your obliged humble servant, Francis Wlse.'' 

Dear Sir, Jan, m, 1738-9. 

I have packed up, and shall send this day to Godfi'ey's, 100 
copies, which are all that I sliall trouble you with, since you 
think they will be more than you shall be able to dispose of, 1 
shall make another venture, at the other end of the town, of tlie 
same number of copies, but am %^ery doubtful of the success, I 
am sorry I am not likely to put off a greater number at London, 
because I had pitched upon thatas my chief mart, I hope to dis¬ 
pose of WO in the Yale of White Horse , but must sell between 
6 i>0 and 700 to make myself quite whole. My friends seem to 
be zealous, and I am quite indifferent about the Issue, However, 
I shall not be wanting to myself in pushing the sale to the ut* 
most; and advertising shall be called in as the last resort. I am 
determined to set fire to the remaining cargo, to prevent its 
falling into the pirates' hands, for waste paper, 

'* I have printed a few upon a better sort of paper, as presents 
for particular friends, and beg your acceptance of one, which I 
send with the parcel, as likewise one for Mr, West, and another, 

which 
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which 1 must beg you to seud to Mortlake to Mn Acstis, You 
may be sparing of njentionlng the persons to whom 1 send these 
presents, because perhaps 1 may have other fi’iends that I have 
forgot, who may think themselves slighted ; and I would wil¬ 
lingly avoid giving offence as much as possible. The thing itself 
has cost me pains enough, and 1 need not make myself enemies 
by it, VVishing you good luck in disiiosing of your cargo, 1 am, 
dear Sir, your obliged and obedient humble servant, F. Wise. 

Mem^ The price is each copy.” 

“"^DearSik, Fe6, 31, 1738-9, 

Not having heard from you lately, I presume to trouble you once 
more, and to enquire wliai success you have met with in disposing 
of the pamphlets, I have had liere as good luck as 1 could well 
expect ft om the taste of the |)5acej which you are sensible is not 
much turned to Antiquities. However, I have disposed of above 
one hundred ; and if I could hear of the same success among my 
friends who have taken this trouble upon them, I should begin 
to be pretty easy} though 1 fear it will be a difficult matter to 
get off 600, as I at first proposed. However, 1 still keep my re¬ 
solution of niaking a bonfire of the remaining copies, after I 
have used my utmost efforts for the sale of them, 1 think it is 
lime to advertise} and if you are of the same opinion, 1 should 
be glad to know so much, I beg to hear from you, though I 
am forced to subscribe abruptly, yours, die. Fkan. Wise," 

“ Dear Sir, A/ny l7i 1739, 

I received ytnir compiiuients by Mr, Bach, but am soixy we 
shall be disappointed of your company at OxfoJ'd, as you once 
proposed. You will oblige me if at your leisure you will send 
me an account of wiiat success yon have had in the ssale of my 
pamphlets, I fear it is not so great as my friends gave me hopes 
of at first. 1 must owu 1 expected more zeal from some of them, 
viz. Mr, West, Lord Oxford, ijord Craven, neitiier of whom, 
as far as 1 can learn, has put off one copy for me. Ail my am¬ 
bition was to put off 600 if possible, which would have reimbursed 
me all my es|a-mces \ but 1 have not sold much above half that num¬ 
ber, even sujjposing yourself to have disposed of 50, I'he run of 
the sale is quite ovei'} and this ill success is a sensible mortifica¬ 
tion, and makes me moie out of humour with my performance 
than perhaps it deserved. 1 had better let a bookseller have had it 
at any rate} for now i sliaN scarce pay for the drawings, print¬ 
ing, and bookbinders bill, with out any hopes of repaying myself 
my expences in jouniies, SiC* However, ! intend to make the 
book as good a bargain as I can to those who have purchased it, 
by Icssemng the number of the copies, and have begun by de¬ 
stroying one large parcel, ctmtaining the latter part of the im¬ 
pression, where one of the [dates was a little worn, reserving at 
Iasi one hundred lo myself, to give aw'ay from time to time amt mg 
my friend#. 1 now inienri lo stick close to my work of Medals, 
and wisli f may be able to finish it by the time I once propo.sed, 

** 1 am, dear bir, your tibliged hiiinble sertani, Fkaw* Wise.** 

‘ Df.AK 
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Dear S:r, TunUi/ College, June IS, 1739. 

I received the favour of yours yesterday, and return thanks 
for your trouble in my affairs ; but cannot prevail with myself 
to recede fi'oni my former resolution, by sdUng the copies at 
an under-rate to the booksellers. I have reduced the number to 
a much less compass than you think of, and perhaps may 
hereafter some to make presents of to my friends. I shou d be 
elad to know what number remains iii your hands, and ciesim 
you to send them down by Godfrey’s waggon, for I will give my 
friends no further trouble in soliciting to dispose of them, 1 
received a kind letter lately from Lord Craven,^ who has heaid 
of my being a sufferer by it, desiring to know in niannci 
he might be serviceable to me, and whether particularly by re¬ 
commending the i?atnphlet to the gentlemen in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the White Horse; so that I expect a call for a good 
number from that quarter. I cannot say that 1 have repented 
much of publishing it> but perhaps may have cause liereaftei, 
if it be true what a friend lately wiuspered to me, that there is 
a person who has undertaken to answer it, anri who sets tiie 
antiquity of the Horse much higher f ban 1 do. If he writes like 
a gentleman and a scholar, 1 shall be sat is tied, though he should 
prove me to be iu the wrong j for i am not bigoted to an ojjimoii 
in defiance of truth. This piece of news you need not mention as 
from me. InnvSj thougli he pretended ignorance, knew \ery well 
the price, for he had applied before to my Printer; and 1 could 
have disposed of a great number upon the same terms to the book¬ 
sellers of Oxford. Pray be so good, since you will not permit me 
to wait upon you at Oxford, as to let me hear from you as soon as 
conveniently you can. In the mean time believe me, dear Sir^^ 

' * y o ur c )bl igod Ini mbie humble se r vant, F a a n, W i se 


To Mr. Joseph Ames, 

ff Sir, College, Oron, Oct. 9, 1740. 

“ i received your letter, with another inclosed from Mr. 
Ducarel, together with your List of Printers enlarged, and which 
I had received before from Mr. Hunt. 1 wish I could add any 
names of Printers to it, or be otherwise assistant to yon in your 
work j but I have consuhed my papers, and find nothing but 
what has been taken notice of before by Dr- Middleton and others j 
only I think I once met tvitli, in my reading, tlie name of one of 
our oldest Printers amongst others, who was said to have set up 
printing at St. Albaifs, and whom at the time of reading I took 
to be the Schoolmaster j and, if 1 remember right, it was different 
from Hertford, who 1 think is the only one mentioned by you. 
I did not make a memoradum of this j but it was in some English 
book, and perhaps has not escaped your notice. We give up the 
point concerning the antiquity of Rufinus ; but if you compare 
the types of that book and ^ j^igidius Romanus,' with those of 
Theodoric Roode, you will find them vei'y different, and of a 
printer predecessor to Roode at Oxford, and who this should be, 
unless Frederick CorselJis, 1 cannot tell. ! think there is a gentle¬ 
man s 
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man's family of that name, not far from London, tvliicb pretehils 
to be derived from the printer; and, if I remember rightj is said 
to have some recoi'ds or traditions relating to him. 

" Mr. Wood'^ has collected every thing that could be found j-e- 
lating^ to the origin of Printing with us, and I am not able to 
add any thing to his account* We have in the Bodleian Library 
great numbers of old English printed books, which perhaps might 
contribute something to your design ^ and I wish your afiairs 
would permit you to come down and consult them, for it will 
be impossible for another person to say what wall be for your 
purpose, especially if tliat person should have his hands full of 
other business at the same time, which is really the case of 
" Your most obedient humble servant, Feancis Wise/' 


To A, C. Ducarel, Esq* 

" Dear Sir, Nov. 18, 174^2. 

'' I received both your letters, and am obliged to you for them; 
but the last containing Mr. Birch's calculations is of no use to 
me* I know the difference of Oxford and London Printing, and 
it is not a great deal; but when you and 1 talked about the ex- 
penees of my pamphlet, 1 reckoned every thing that it has cbdt 
me except my labouj’, according to the foEowing account: 
Joiirnies to such a place - - Paper 

A Limner such a time - - Printing- - - * - 

The drawings ----** Bookbinder, stitching. 

Engravings ------ and marble paper - 

1 was forced to make so many journies to the White Horse, 
that, with travelling with a servant and painter, it cost me near 
! could have spent as niucli about tiie Cross, but thought 
I should have but little thanks for it; though 1 believe i could 
have settled its age and meaning thereby with greater exactness 
than 1 have done. But let others pursue the enquiiy; it is enough 
for me that 1 have shewn the monument* 1 am, Sic* F. Wise*” 
Dear Sir, Oxo?i, Jon, 7, 1742*3. 

I have begun printing my pamphleif at all adventures, but 
am like to come to no terms with the booksellers, Fletcher in¬ 
sists upon having the fourth part of the whole price for his profit, 
and says no bookseller will do it under; but this 1 shall never 
submit to* 1 only propose to reimburse myself the expence I 
shaE be at, and to have a few copies to give away to friends, 
strangers, and foreign el's, who come to visit the University* 1 
have printed but little moi'e than half the number I printed last 
time, and propose to sell only 300 copies. The whole expence 

^ Thotoas Wood, Mr, Wise*s Printer at Oxford* 

f “Further Observations on the W^hite Horse, 1742,” 4to.^Mr* 
Wise’s first pamphlet was rudely and sillily aui marl verted upon in ** The 
Impertinence and Imposture of modern Antiquaries drsplayed/' &c* by 
the Rev. Mr* Aspliii*. Vicar of Banbury, with a Preface by Mr. Bumpsted, 
of Upton ; io which an able Reply was given by the Rev. George North, 
Rector of Coddicote, in “An Answer to a scandalous Libel, intituled, 
“ The Impertinence," &c* 


that 
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that I shall have been at when the book is printed will be abon^ 
two or three and thirty pounds; so that you will seoj by dealing 
with the booksellers, 1 must be 10 ^, out of pocket. My friends, 
therefore, I hope, will excuse me, if 1 give them the trouble of 
saving me harmless, since the thing was chiefly intended foj* their 
entertainment. If yourself and Mr* Yertue, Dr, Jenner, Mr* 
West, &c, can get off for me about 60 or 70 at your end of the 
town, I do not fear making myself whole, for 1 know' it will run 
like wild-fire at Oxford, If each Member t)f your Socielj could 
be prevailed with to take one, this W'ould forward the sale won¬ 
derfully, However this be, I hope you will excuse me, if I lodge 
such a number of copies with you to be disposed of; or, if it be 
inconvenient for you, 1 will endeavour to get some other ft'iend. 
Since I saw you, 1 have been tormented with returns of the gout 
and tooth-ache alternately, which has hindered me very much in 
my business, so that the pamphlet will not be published so soon 
as I intended. 1 am, dear Sir, yours, &e. Fhancis Wise/’ 
Dear Sir, Feb, 4, 1749-3. 

I received the favour of yours of the 1 st instant, and endea¬ 
voured immediately to find out what became of Mr, Lydal's books, 
who died about a year ago in the country, I found Fletcher 
bought them j but he tells me there was no such book aa you 
mention, only a late Edition of Hudibras in 94mo, 3 voJs, 1 
will enquire further when 1 can learn who was his executor; but 
I vehemently suspect the Doctor was mis-iofonned, M'e had ill 
luck ia the Almanack of our College, Dr. Butler, the then Vice- 
Chancellor, having been disgusted at something or other, would 
not let our friend Vertue do it 5 so that we were but poorly off 
The subject is Dr, Bathurst's refusing the mitre, which he is said 
to have done more than once, Sheldon of Canterbury seems to 
make him a tender of it: nexj: to him is Adams, Bishop of Lime¬ 
rick; the third, Wright of Litchfield, both Fellows of the Col¬ 
lege, taken fi'om paintings in the President's lodgings ^ but. ali 
miserably done. The others ad Ubitum Pkioris, 

Mr. Lye's ■*** book will be finished this Spring* Sir’'I'homas 
Hanmer's plates are to be drawn oft' in London under his own 
inspection. My pamphlet is stitching up with all expedition, and 
I shall send you two parcels by Godfrey's waggon j in one of the 
parcels will be inclosed a paieel of 90 for Mr. VVillis, who will 
then be in town, and I suppose you will see him, I shall inclose 
two or three presents upon a finer paper, which 1 must beg you 
to order your servant to deliver* I shall send you only 50, which 
I hope you will find no great difficulty in disposing of 5 and this 
will be the last time I shall trouble my friends with any thing 
of this sort* With my compliments to all friends, I am, dear Sir, 
''Yours, &c, Francis Wise." 

♦ Of the Rev, Edward Lye see the ''Literary Anecdotes,^* voL Vil* 
pp* 940, 650."The work Mr. Wise here notices was ihe Etymoloijicon 
magnum,** of Francis Junius, from a MS, of the Author in the Bodleian 
Library j to which Mr, Lye prefixed an Anglo-Saxon Grammar, 
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” Dear Sir, ff^roxton^ Feb: 13, ir4^^’3. 

“ J find that Mr. Willis is detained in the country with rheu¬ 
matism j ! must therefore beg' you to send the parcel to him in 
the country, and pay the carriage, placing it to my accoun t. I 
suppose his bookseller, or any body almost, knows how to direct a 
pai'cel to him. As to advertising, I only go by experience * for if I 
wvLS to tell you how fe^v of my former pamphlets were sold, except 
what my fi iends undertook to dispose of, you vvouUl be not a liule 
surprised. It is inciedible what mischief the booksellers are cajiable 
of doing to an author, by discountenancing the sale of his book. 
However, as I print without any view to profit, 1 am not very 
solicitous aboui: the event, and the zeal of my friends gives me but 
little doubt of disposing of 300, wlilch was the number printed 
for sale 4 1 forgot to desire you to give one copy to the Society, and 
I must beg you to send one to Professor Ward at Gresham, whom 
1 forgot, as a present from me. Excuse this troulde from, Sir, 
Your obliged huinbb servant, Francis Wise.'* 

Dear Sir, IVrojiortf Feh.^f, 174^-3. 

'' [ am infinitely obliged to you for the trouble you take in my 
affidr, and beg you to excuse my not answering your letter of 
the 13th, for I had retired from Oxford for a liitle while to avoid 
the Critick'sdin] and since that a College Parsonage has dipped, 
which lias engaged all my time and thoughts. It is the worst m 
our College’s gift; but, 1 fear, if 1 do not take it, that 1 may be 
confined to a College life many years longer, which at this time 
of day is not very agi’eeable to me. I have been inured to ill- 
fortune all my life-time, which makes me submit to this with 
the greater patience. 

I am sensible of many neglects that 1 have been guilty of to 
friends, and indeed it was impossible to be otherwise. The ex- 
pence of priming the pamphlet was so very^ great, that 1 must 
have been a sufferer in the highest degi’ce. As my acquainiance is 
chiefly among Anliquanes, and pretty universal in that respect, 
1 might have given away the whole impression in presents. If 
Mr. Holmes had occurred to my thoughts at that time, I believe 
1 should have begged his acceptance of one of them' but it is 
now too late to make any conipliments of tliat sort. 1 forgot 
one that I Wtis under more obligations to, viz. Sir Andrew Foun- 
taine; and if you can conveniently send one to him, I wish it 
might yet be done. Mr. Willis came lately to Oxford' and though 
we both want to see eacix other, yet he contrived to come on a 
day wdien he knew i must be necessarily out of town. J should 
be glad to hear whether he has received Iiis parcel or not, J de- 
|jend upon your usual good-nature to excuse all this trouble 
from, dear Sir, your obliged humble serv^ant, Fr.anxis Wise.'' 
Dear Sir, March 10, 1/43-3* 

You have had a deal of trouble in my affair, and i shall 
always own myself infinitely obliged to you forh. [ thank you 
for yotir congratulations upon my accepting a College Living*, 
though I question whether the clear income of it is greater than 
* ^ Rotherfield Greyi in Oifordshire. 

that 
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that of my Fellowship. However^ it releases me from a College 
life, which at this time of day is not so very agreeable. ^ 

I was desired some time ago by a friend to get him one of 
OUT College Almanacks, but could not then procure one amongst 
all my acquaintance. However, I will try again. I might have 
had, could 1 have kept them, an entire set of the Colleges upon 
the best paper; but I foolishly gave them away to friends who 
did not know the value of them, and they are now defaced or 
destroyed. I believe 1 can serve you in the print ot the College 
Chapol, for the plate is in being, and 1 believe in my custody. If 
I can find it, 1 will secure you one of the Cross. I likewise put 
Professor Bliss in a way to get you one of the new plates of Pem¬ 
broke College, by Burghers, dedicated to Bishop Hall, the Master. 
I believe you never saw it, nor I myself till the other day at the 
printing-house, where some were drawing off for the College 
use. I will trouble you with half a score of my former pam¬ 
phlets, and w'ill send them by the coach to-morrow. 1 should 
be glad to tiitck the remaining copies of my pamphlets with any 
bookseller in London at a I'easonabJe piice, for books which he 
has and I shall \vant. I have remaining about an hundred of 
each pamphlet. If you find any booksellers willing to take them 
upon those terms, I should be obliged to you if you would send 
me a list of some of his folios, which you think we may want at 
Oxford (and we want a great many, God knows, especially of 
new printed books); and if they are set at a fair price, 1 will 
allow him to get something both ways in the truck j t mean 
both by my books and his own. I have the satisfection to hear 
that my last pamphlet is pretty well received by the curious, so 
that 1 think a bookseller will run no very great risk in disposing 
of them. Your obliged humble servant, Feancis Wise/' 

Dear Sir, Trmity College^ Nov. ITf'O. 

Your last letter bears date a month ago, and 1 am heartily 
ashamed of not having answered it sooner. 1 do not mean 
to give you much trouble about getting subscriptions ^ only, 
if you know of any persons that are willing to take a copy of the 
book when printed, I should be glad to know iheir names as 
soon as conveniently may be done; for, as 1 have done more to 
the book than I designed at first, I believe I shall find some 
booksellers that deal abroad, who will be willing to come up to 
the subscription price, or pretty near it. I must be out of pocket 
by it, but 1 hope not a great deal; and as to my time and 
trouble, I never grudged it the publick. I shall have near three¬ 
score copper-plates, great and small, in my book, which ought 
to enhance the price. I am sure it has cost me near in 
that article. If I sell the copies to a bookseller, the price will 
consequently be raised to the purchaser near half} and if only 
IQO copies are sent abroad, 1 believe the book will still keep up 
to the bookseller’s price, I have done in a manner with my en- 

♦ “ Catalogue Nutnraorum Aruiquorum in Sreiniis BadJeiauis recon<ii- 
torum, cum Cujnmentarii*, 1750,” fol. 

graver. 
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graver^ having only one tail-piece more to be engraved, and 
hope to have the book out by Lady-day. 

I am obliged to you for literary news, and particularly for 
your account of Dr. Stukeley's method of treating the gout, I am 
afVaid to venture upon the oils, but shall endeavour to follow the 
other part of the prescription. I begin to have a little leisure now, 
being got into the Appendix of my book, and having nothing 
troublesome upon my hands but the Index, irVhich I reserve for 
the Chiistmas holidays j and should be glad to hear w'hat is going 
forward in the world of learning, and hope at your leisure you 
will favour with a line, dear Sir, &c. Feancis Wise. 

“ Deae Sik, 1750*1. 

I am obliged to you for the trouble you have taken about 
Sir Peter Thompson’s Coin, and for setting me right as to the 
inetal, that being my principal enquiry, and what was to deter¬ 
mine me whether to ascribe it to Edward IIL or his son. The 
Coin itself is but ill preserved, and I am afraid W'orse copied ^ but 
the unusualness of the viz, the King armed cap-^a^-pisj was 
what induced me to place it in my book, I have not heairl from 
Mr, Ames j and if I do not receive his account by Thursday or Fri¬ 
day this week, it will come too late. You shall have a set of my 
prints some time hence, though I fear they will add but little 
ornament to your collect ion. The ex pence that I have been at in 
this work will hardly be believed 3 and, if I had employed the best 
liands, would have come to a great deal more, 1 believe no 
private scholar will ever undertake such a work, especially under 
so great discouragements as I have met with, I thank God the 
work and expence are di'awing to a conclusion j and though I must 
be a sufferer beyond what you or any man ean easily imagine, yet 
1 have this satisfection, to suffer for public spirit, which few 
have confidence enough to exert in these days. The book is in¬ 
tended chiefly for the reviving of this sort of study among the 
people of thb place 5 and, if my intention succeeds, that will be 
my only reward. I am, dear Sir, yours, Francis Wise/ 

'' Dear Sir, ^ May 21 ^ 

" T am almost ashamed to send you this list of the pictures, 
for I think it is half a crown thrown away. I cannot possibly find 
time to take one myself, nor indeed to correct all the faults in 
this, taken by an illiterate Keeper* When I am a little more at 
leism^e, 1 will put the fellow in a way of getting a r^ular list 
made, and printed, with an account of the sizes, the painters 
name, and other the like notices, that may give the curious a 
little more satisfaction, 

“ I forgot to enquire of you whether the Patent for establish¬ 
ing our Antiquarian Society is in any forwardness. Dr. Rawlin- 
son told me that a demand would 'be made upon me for two 
guineas towards it. I must desire you to pay it, when demanded, 
and I will direct where the rest shall he paid in London. I hope 
you have got Mr. Dixon’s guinea for Dr. Brickenden, and Mr. 
Edwards's half guinea j and if the other gentlemen woidd send 
for their books, 1 believe I should have no occasion to give you 
much more trouble. f have 


444 


HXUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


1 have just ihought tliat, if you pay the remaiiong money 
into Mr* Bird’s (bookseller) Jiancls in Ave-Maria*Lane, for the use 
of Mr. Wilmot iji Oxford, and send me his receipt at the top of 
your letter, I can receive it here without faither trouble* 

I beg my compliments to Dr. Jenner, not forgetting both 
your ladies i and am, dear Sir, 

"" Your obliged humble servant, Francis Wise/' 

Dear Sm, Hohjwtlh Oxford, Nov. 5, 1751. 

I have been absent from Oxford near a fortnight, and had 
not the pleasure of seeing your letter till yesterday* I leceived the 
money by Mr* Mores, and gave him a receipt, and return you 
my thanks for your trouble* As to the subject of your letter, 
you must excuse the freedom of a frientl, when I advise you not 
to flatter yourself with being possessed of a gold Saxon coin, ibr 
I never yet saw one that i could call such. I have seen several 
of those small gold pieces you mention ^ but take them to be ail 
foreign, either Gallic or Gothic, ^c* and of an age superior to 
most ol our Saxon Kings. Some that I saw were found in Kent, 
which induced me formerly to think they were of the Kentish 
Saxons; but, as that Country lies most commodious for trafBck 
with Gaul, I soon changed my opinion. If you w'ilJ consult Le 
Blanc tvith attention, 1 believe you will agree with me* As to 
Mr. Pecks coin, I suppose it to be of Che same sort, letomon, 
the monogram on the Keverse, he interprets Civ. Ebor. Mo* 1 will 
not say (as an old friend of mine did upon the like occasion) that 
it will as easUtj make Antichrisi; but, if I could be really persuaded 
that it vvas a 8axon coin, I would rather read it coenvvlp, that 
w'e might determine it to some certain Prince* I have studied this 
point, i believe, as much as any man; and must own that I yet 
find no reason to think lhat any of our Saxon Kings struck gold; 
and think I shall never be convinced of my error, if it is one, fill 
some coin of Ofifa's in that metal shall be brought to light* My 
reasons for this are too long to give you here* 

T'erhaps you may object to me the gold coin of IVifmund, or 
H i^mund, a Mercian Prince (for he was the son of a King, though 
a tributary one), whose name, Itowever, does not occur as a King 
in any of oui Histories, if I remember right* But you may ob* 
serve how cautiously and gingeily I handle that point in my book, 
fui I did not care to contradict J**ord Pembroke's aiilhority j but 
will tell you, as a friend, that I do not believe the c<jin belongs 
to our Wigmund, nor that it was struck in Britain* Perhaps one 
day or other I may clear up that point, tor at present it is a very 
dark one. As to the coins found in putting down our Ttmn Hall, 
they were all trifling that 1 saw. Had there been any of conse¬ 
quence, Saxon or other, I believe 1 should have lieanl of them, 

I am. Sir, your obliged and obedient servant, Francis Wise*” 
^ Sir, Elol^vell, Nov. 10, 1753* 

I leceived a letter lately from Dr. Stukelevj liesiriiig I would 
send him the account and draught of Medglcy's Fold j 1 told him 
that 1 inutt refer him to you* having kept no topv of it myself, 

except 
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except the very rough drawingj which i have mislaid or desti'oyed* 
As I remember, it was not taken by a scale of feet, and therefore 
will be of no use to him j and he does not seem to know that lie 
has seen it already, for I think you told me you shewed it to him, 
1 find he is very hot upon Carausius, and says he has aii-eady en¬ 
graved 20 plates. But I wish I could see Richard of Cirencester, 

“ f suppose we may expect soon your Northern Tour, which 
must afford light to our Saxon and Norman Architecture, Mr, 
Lye, our greatest Saxon Critick, is now in Oxford for advice of 
physicians, and seems to be in a bad way: if I lose him, 1 lose 
my oracle, 1 have subscribed for you to Mr, Boilase and will 
keep your receipt till the book is published, which iX'ill be by 
next Christmas, if he is not prevented by sickness oi any other 
ill accidents. There you will lind Druid temples and other monu¬ 
ments of those people in gjeat plenty, and better explained than 
ever before. Dr. Rawlinson is with us, indefatigable in collecting, 
I expected to have heal'd from you by him j and if you find no 
other way of sending the two guineas, be pleased to pay it at your 
leisure to Kivihgton, and J shall receive it from James Fletcher, 
J am, dear Sir, yours, &c. Francis Wise*' 

'"Dear Sir, " Holywell, March 26 , 1754. 

" I have been absent from Oxford ever since our Assize, and am 
much to blame for my neglect to you, not only upon account of 
the receipt, but for taking no notice of one circumstance in your 
last letter, !>iz, the second part of the White Hoi'se. You must 
know that i printed but half the number of that pai't, for which 
reason it will always be scarcer than the first, Fletcher bought 
the remaining parcels of both parts, and perhaps will not part 
with them singly, i reserved a few of both sorts to give to my 
friends, if I can find them j and I will send you one, if you are 
not already supplied. 

" I am afraid you are a little desultory, and set about one 
thing before you have finished another, unless the Palace of 
Croydon comes into your first scheme, of Norman Architecture* 
You could not have written to me at a better time than at present, 
for I am groping in the dark for memoirs of some of our Saxon 
ArclibisiiOps 5 ami if any tiling fails in my way you shall be sure 
to have it ^ but I cannot recollect that I have met w'ith the least cir¬ 
cumstance relating to Croydon, which makes me beJieve that they 
had nothing to do with it till after the Norman Conquest, and 
perhaps not till Jong after. Dr. Meaefs invaluable Libraiy ought 
never to be dispersed, and it will be a great pleasure to me to 
hear that our Trustees have agreed for the purchase^ nor can I 
but wish that the Collection of Coins may go along with it. I 
beg my compliments to Dr, Jenner f upon his promotion, for we 
w^ant such men in your profession at this place. When you see 
Dr. Stukeley, be so good as to make my compiiments to him, and 
assure him "that I have not neglected Ids business about Carau- 

* Dr. WjUiam IJurla^v, the Historian of CoriuvalL Spc the Literary 
AfiecdoteR," voLVil p, 37* f Regius Pjofessor of Civil Law at Oxford. 

ulus's 
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9ms*& coins. I have none of my own, but two with pax avg. ; 
and remember to have had them it'om the sanie person that fur¬ 
nished Dr. Kennedy with so many. The Bishop of Bristol^ has 
one or two; one with oriens avg. ; but all are in Genabner to 
the minutest tittle. If you see my friend Mr. Moresj gives iny 
service to him* and enquire whether he ever goes to the Cotton 
Lribrary. 1 ain too old to take journies on purpose to settle a 
minute point of learning, and want some friend to assist me 
now and then at a pinch. I could wish to have old Mr. Casley's 
opinion about the age of a Saxon MS. in that Library, for 1 find 
the judgment which I made of it when J saw it some years ago is 
ditferent from that of some of our greatest Antiquaries. I want 
the same assistance at Cambridge* but , perhaps George North 
may help me out there, 1 delivered your letter to James Fletcher 
myself, and find that he has furnished you with White Horses. 

I am, dear Sir, ever yours, Fran. Wise" 


Dr. A. C. Ducaree to Rev, Francis Wise. 

Dear Sir, Doctors* Commons, March 30, 1754. 

I answer to your kind letter of the ^6th, this comes to ac¬ 
quaint you that my worthy friend and neighbour Mr. Mores pre¬ 
sents his compliments to you, and will go at anytime to the 
Cotton Library, and make any enquiries you desire from Mr. 
Casley ; but says, that as Mr. Oasley is very old and grown very 
deaf, he fears he can give you but an indifferent account of the 
age of any particular MSS. there; however will go to him if you 
desire it. As to any enquiries at Cambridge, my friend Dr. 
Taylor, Chancellor^ of Lincoln, with whom I have a constaiu 
correspondence, will through my means, with great pleasure, 
give you any assistance in his power. He is now at Cambridge, 
and will continue there for some time, being Private Tutor to 
Mr. Thynnc, and lives with him at St. John^s College. 

I am, 1 assure you, neither desultory nor inconstant. My 
account of Normandy is long since finished ^ and ready for the 
^ have not made tiie least alteration to it this great while, 
and have been now considerably above a year waiting for di'aw-^ 
ings from Caen: I have had several let tern from thence, that they 
were not finisbed, but would soon be sent me. I have wrote 
over and over, and have always had the same answer; nay, I 
liave since that completely finished my History of Doctors' Com¬ 
mons," containing an account of all the Advocates, and also 
Deans, Prebendaries, Priors, Abbots, &c. formerly members of Ihb 
Society, which I have inscribed and presented to Sir George Lee, 
makes a large folio close written, I have also lately finished 
(as an Appendix to it) complete Lists of the Chancellors of the 
several Diocesesf in England, going up as high as the Registers 
go ; and It is, dear Sir, a rule with me not To begin one (hiiig 
♦ Dr, John Coney bear. 

f Collection (which the Doctor never foinpieted) J have a 

few IJioeescs in MS * 

till 
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till I have finished another, I am at present about an account 
of Croydon for the Archbishop of Canterbury, 1 have been at 
the Toweiv and searched all the Records^ and have found but few 
to my purpose* This nesLt week 1 shall hunt at the Augmen¬ 
tation Office* What I want is to find when or by whom Croydon 
Ralace %vas built* Lanfrauc held Croydon in demesne in Wil¬ 
liam the Conqueror’s time* This appears from Domesday-book, 
and I have an extract from it* It is amazing to tell you 
that the Arclibishop cannot find any thing I'elating to hia Palace 
amongst his Archives at Lambeth, 1 must now, dear Sir, beg 
the favour of you to search for me in a MS* of Bishop Tanner’s 
at Oxon, quoted in his Notitia at page 545, entitled, ^ An Ame- 
surementor Survey of the lands in Croidon, &c* temp* Hen* VII.* 
and see whether any notice is taken of the Palace in that MS, 
You will very paitieularly oblige me by so doing, and I hope you 
will not delay giving me an answer* 

A Catalogue of Dr* Mead's books (w hich are, I find, to be sold 
by auction) will be published in Aii^st, with many observations 
made by him upon curious books with great exactness* 

1 have read with great pleasure some part of Mi\ Borlase’s 
Cornwall* I hope we shall bye and bye have the rest* Our friend 
George Veitue has just publisbed Ins ' Coins of Simon's/ 

Excuse no frank* I remain, dear Sir, 

“ Your friend and humble servant. A nd* Due a re l*” 


Rev* Francis Wise to Dr, A* C* Ducarel* 

Dear Sir, Holywell^ /ipril 30, 1754* 

I have spent all yesterday and this morning in quest of the 
* Amesurement of lands at Croydon,' but with no better success 
than 1 expected at first setting out. By Bishop Tanner’s saying 
that it was at the end of a Rental or Leidger book of the Church 
of Canterbury, then in his study, i imagine it was a book bor¬ 
rowed, and really belonged to the Archbishop’s office. Many 
such books were found in his study, and came after his death to 
the Bodleian i but we were obliged to restore them to the several 
owners ■ some to Cambridge, some to Christ Church in Oxford j 
and 1 fancy that Chartulary, or \yhatever it might be called, may 
be found at Lambeth, though I question wliether it would answer 
any purpose* The bulk of Tanner's MSS. which he bequeathed 
to us were the Collections of Archbishop Sancroft, wliich be 
purchased of the heir, and in which are abundance of trasb, for 
Bishop Tanner preserved every thing—a deal of letters and papers 
of transactions of Archbishop SanerofCs time* Amongst the rest^ 
1 found many things relating to Croydon and Guildford Hospitals, 
but nothing for your use* When 1 have a little more leisiire, I 
will look again, though 1 despair of ever finding it* 

I shonid be glad to hear from Mr* Mores when his aflalrs 
will give him leave to consult the Cotton Library* I hope we 
shall soon see Dr. Jenner here; I have had a letter from him, 
and write to him by this post. I beg to be remembered to all 
fnends, and am, dear Sir, yours, &c* Francis Wise,” 

Dear 
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Deak Sjr, Doctors* Commons^ July 18, 1754. 

“As my friend Dr* Jenner set out for Oxford yesterday, I prc* 
sume it will not be long before you see hiruj and therefore should 
take it as a particular favour if you would not (on any account) 
acquaint him wiUrmy having drawn up for the Archbishop an 
account of Croydon. " 1 have a painicular reason for desii lng yon 
would be silent on that head. The inclosed Proposals 1 lately 
received from Dr. Burton, of York, and 1 send them to you de¬ 
siring you would please to eonimunicate and shew them to as 
many of your friends at Oxford as you can. The Author has sent 
me copies of 1063 charters, which 1 shall shew to our Society 
this evening, and return to him next week. 

“ Though I have not received niy drawings from Caen, 1 shall 
next week begin to print my * Tour through Normandy,' 

As I have met no account of Croydon’s belonging to the 
Archbishops of Canterbury till Lanfranc, 1 take him to have been 
the first that held it in demesne, and am supported in it by 
Domesday-book.—As to Erick-building, 1 have also show'cd it up 
as high as Henry VI, since which 1 have talked with Dean Lyttel¬ 
ton upon that subject. He gave me, as he thought, an instance 
or two of it in the reign of Henry V,; but when I came to look 
into it, I found he was mistaken one reign, the former Henry, 
* ^ Mr. CasJey is grown so old and deaf, that he cannot now go 
out of doors, Mr, Widmore, w'ho attends for him, is a Clergyman, 
well versed iii matters of Antiquity and old MSS. He is Author 
of the " History of Westminster Abbey,’ in quarto, published in 
1751, Mr, Mores met Miv Lye as he w’as going to the Cotton 
Library. 1 intend to publish an account of above 30 Anglo-Galfick 
coins (which shall be very well engraven) hitherto unpublished, 
between this and November. Poor George Vertue is in a very 
declining state. Bt owne Willis is actually printing his ' Histoiy 
of the Town and Hundred of Bucks,’ Adieu, dear Sir, I wish you 
heahh, I shall be glad to hear from you at your leisure^ who am 
“ Your friend and humble servant, Asu. Ducateel, 


Rev. Francis IVise to Dr. Ducarel. 

** Dear Sir, Holywell, Sept, 19, 1755. 

“ You need not make an apology ibr your silence, at least to 
me, who often claim that privilege. Any friend must excuse 
such neglect in another who is in pursuit of any point of J.-earning. 
Idle people may expect to hear from their friends every other 
post, but others w ho know that they are well employed, will not. 
} find you have been so for some time, and I never desii^e to offend 
in publica rommoda, —As to your queries r—The date 1610 is cer¬ 
tainly au error of the press, ibr I know^ no older Edition of Speed 
than that of 1614 j nor have the later Editions any addition of 
Coins, as far as 1 have obsei^ed j nor do I know' of any Edition of 
the Remains older than that yeai*. 

“ You oblige me very much w'ilh the mcdaliion of Charles 
Brandon and the Queen of France, It is a curiosity that J never 
saw, nor heard of before) and cannot but think it a noble Ap¬ 
pendix to our English Historical Monuments. I see 
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I aee the Doctor's hand in the cover of your ]etter, and beg 
you to Cell him that I grow every day le^s fit for riding, am not 
so alert and active as he is, and am not so well mounted i and 
he knows that travelling in vehicles is modern luxury, which 
Antiijuaries never come into but upon necessity. My rides are 
between this place and Ellesfield; but 1 call, it a journey to my 
living, or to Lortl Guildford's, which are the only visits I make, 
and those but seldom. I shall wait the publishing of your work 
with some impatience • and am, dear Sir, 

'' Your obliged and obedient servant, Fea“scis Wise." 

Dr. Du care L to the Rev. Franc [s Wise. 

" Dear Sir, Doctors Commons^ Sept. IS, 1755. 

** When 1 troubled you with my last, I did not think the 
medallion would puzzle you j but, having written a long Disserta¬ 
tion about it, I will in a few words tell you my opinion of it. 

" Having accidentally met with a description of the Coionation 
Medal of King Edward HI. after carefully cnnsulcing the His¬ 
tory of England, and narrowly examining that medal, t am of 
opinion that it was struck at Bourdeaux upon the marriage of 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, to Constance, heiress of the 
Kingdoms of Castile and I^on, who upon that marriage took 
upon him the title of those Kingdoms ; and that is only a hint to 
you of my tenth and last letter. My book is finished, and going 
to press. 1 shall send you, when an Of>port unity offers, which 
W'ill be very soon, a set of my prints of Coins, nine in number. 

At present 1 must ti'ouble you upon another subject | which 
is, to know w lie the r any Catalogue of the MSS. in the Vatican 
Library is extant, fur it seems that the Registers of the See of 
Canterbury go no higher than Peckham, A. Dp 1^79, because 
his predccesssor Kylwatdby, who resigned Uie See, and became 
Cardinal and Bishop of Portua (Fpisc. Portuensis)j carried with 
him to Rome all the Registers of the See of Canterbury, Now, 
if they are In being, I want to know wlieie to look fur them at 
Rome, whether in the Vatican, or else in the Datary there. On 
this, dear Sir, fiivour me with your advice. 1 have at this time 
two friends at Rome, who, 1 dare say, will do me all the service 
they can in this affair, that is in their power to enrj^uire into this 
hidden treasure. 

1 expect Dr. Stukeley every minute, and will deliver your 
message to him. The Doctor seems heartier than he was five 
years ago, which he says is owing to going to bed soon and 
rising early. A line from youj who I ho[je enjoy your health, 
wjll^uch oblige, dear Sir, 

“ Your friend and most humble servant, A. C, Ducarei/’ 


Rev. Francis Wise to Dr. Ducarel- 
Dear Doctor, Holyweltj Jan , 1757. 

“ I must beg pardon of you, as I have done of other friends, 
for being a little negligent in my correspondence; for, when I 
VoT.* IV. G G havF: 
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liavt: affairs of mv own that take up aH my attenlioUj as J have 
for three oi^ four months Iasi past, \ cannot previiil with my- 
selK 10 wrise letters of mere compliment. Could 1 have found 
any thinic reljtini^ to your Archbishops, you should have heard 
from me much sooner, for L nmde that my hrst business. 

** With re^ani to my query abnui ihinling in England :-“lt 
was Ill'St sei. up at Oxfoid by Frederic C^Orstdiis, a few years before 
Caxton. Corseilis was brought over from Ment z by Mr. Turner, 
of the Wardrobe, who was em[iloycd by Archbishop Boitchier 
for that piir]ios€. This story is circumstantially told by Atkins, 
who in Charles the Seconcfs tiine published a book in defence of 
the King’s Prerogative with regard to Prinliugj and he tjuotes a 
Record at l^mbeth for hts voucher. But those who envy Oxford 
this honour look U|)im the story as a fhlde, arid deny that any 
such Record is to be found—as Conyers Middleton, Lewis, Ames, 
who all complain of lire injustice done to C ax ton's memory^ bitt 
I am conviuced, almost to demoustratioji, that the story is troe^ 
only I v^ant a copy of this Record. Whether it is to be found in 
the Registers or elsewhere, I know not; but I have good grounds 
to think that Atkins told truth. J received your picture by Dr, 
Machaixij and return you thanks for it. Both Painter and En¬ 
graver, ! think, have done you justice; but 1 never heard before 
of your office of Conimissary of St. Catherine's. 1 hope it is a 
profitable one. f am, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged friend and servant, Feancis Wise." 

Diua SiK, June 5, 175?. 

] have pemst’d your accurate and laborious treatise on the 
Anglo-Gdllic Coins, arjd return you many thanks for so useful a 
work, as likewise for the honoui’able mentfon you Imve made of 
myself; and you need not doubt but 1 shall give it its due re¬ 
commendation among my friends. 

“ 1 have only two remarks to make upon it. First, that as 
the Coins came to your hands at difibrent times, there should have 
been a table or series of the Kings in order, with references to 
the Coins as they are numbered on tfie places. This would have 
supplied the want of order j and indeed is not materiaU because 
every reader may with little trouble do it himself 

The other is more matenal, and I forewarned you of it 
time enough. The medal of Mr. Brander I could wish to have 
been omitted, it being neither of that age or counU'y which you 
suppose it- For this I tliink I may safely appeal to the whole 
Senate of Antiquaries. Joshua Barnes’s authority is of no weight 
with an Antiquary. If there aver was such a medal as he speaks 
of, it must be of Edivard AT.; but I suppose it was only a cum- 
mon counter. 

“ J am not disappointed about the Record relating to Corsellis, 
because other people had searched for it before, and could not 
find it. Howeverj I am confidenl that such a thing was once in 
being. 

"" I am, dear Sir, your obedient servant, F* Wise/' 

'"Due 
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"DeakSir, / Elle^feld, March 10, 1757* 

You I’ letter found me at this place, lame with the ^out j and 
I did not receive it till yesterday, otherwise you should have 
heard from me sooner. I wish this may come time enough to 
con ect an error that you have been guilty of in your printed 
sheet; for it will be reckoned an unpardonable one, in an Uni¬ 
versity Graduate, not to have known the difference between the 
Bodleian Archives and the University Archives: the former are 
under the care of their proper officers, of which 1 once was one: 
but the latter is my title at present. 

I am afraid too that your character of the Bodleian Cabinet 
will be excepted to by inodei u Connoiseurs. The Collection of 
Coins is numerous, and considerable enough for the time when it 
was purchased by Archbishop Laud, 120 yeai^ ago; but in truth 
is but a mean slock, if compared with some modem Collections. 
My design in printing the Catalogue was only to promote the 
study of Medals among our youth, by giving them a system of 
the science, and perhaj^s one time or other it may have its effect, 
thougfi not at pi^esent. 1 am afraid that tiie Record, if not to 
be found in Bourchier's Register, wall hardly be found elsewhere. 
However, you may at your leisure look into the other Register. 

‘^1 am, dear Sir, yours, Blc, Francis Wise." 

Dear Sir, Aug. 31, 1760. 

The want of a frank must plead for my neglect in not 
answering your letter sooner. You have not only my thanks for 
your Elogium*, but the thanks of many others, for the justice 
you have done to the memory of our old friend, You have in¬ 
formed me of several particulai's that I was a stranger to before ; 
and ] believe a few more might have been picked up by myself, 
had not my attention been diverred at that time by ent][uines of a 
different kind. However, you have said enough to set him in 
such a light, as that posterity must acknowledge him to be a 
rare instance of public spirit, in a country where public spirit 
seems almost to be laughed out of dooi's. 

Dear Doctor, go on and prosper is the hearty wish of 

Your old friend and obedient servant, Francis Wise." 

Dear Doctor, 21, 1766. 

You require from me a line at a time when 1 wa^ never 
less able to write, 1 am quite broken down witli age and the 
gout: a cripple in every limb ; weak, short-breathed, &c. so 
that 1 am reduced to the condition of a snail, can crawl about 
a little in my garden in Summer-time ; but was conliiied all last 
Winter within-doors. What is worse,' my eyes, the last comfort, 
begin to fail me, and grow worse everyday; my memory ha 
little impaired; but my senses, I thank God, are otherwise as 
well as can be expected. 

• Alluding to Dr. Ducarel's brief Memoir of Browne W'lllls. See ibe 
^vLiterary Anecdotes," vol. VI. p. 186. 

G o 2 am 
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"lam always glad to hear that Learning flourishes and meets 
with encouragement, but can no longer contribute to its support. 
You are of an liappler constitution, and have many more years 
to come; and ! lirartily wish you all hcakh and success in the 
pjosecuiion of your studies. 

" This short epistle is the labour of two days ; and I presage 
will be the last* that you will receive from, dear Doctor, your 
most aftl-ctionate and literally old friend, Fkancis Wise.'" 


•* Antiquarian Notes of the late Itev, Mr. Francis Wise, the 
learned 0.\ford Antiquary, presented to Dr. Ducarel by his 
Nephew Mr. Edward Wise, Attorney, at Harlow in Essex, 
May 30, 1778." A. C. Ducakel. 

Roman Towns in Oxfordshike* 

I Urr(ler are the fouadationa of buildingi 

that seem to have been burnt, in anti about the farm called the 
I’he neig'hbouring inhabitants say it was called the 
foztvi, and that thcie is an old book soniew'bere giving an account 
of it- On the West side towards SwacHffe Mill is a furlong of 
rich laud, the scito I snjipose of the town, where pieties of Roman 
earthenware are ploughed np. On the other side of the brook, 
in Swacliffe field, is a barrow called Rowhorow, On the South 
side, likewise, where the town extended facing Tad mart on # are 
furlongs of rich land^ if I remember right, one called Black Ac re# 
wherc'Roman coins arc daily found* I saw a silver one once of 
Theodosius, junior# ' vot, xxx mvlt. xxxx*’ if I remember right 
Several were lately found [April 1738] of brass, given me by the 
Rector# M r. Wodhull, all after Constantine or about his time, 
! have had some from thence formerly of Caravisius and Allectus. 

175L Two of black silver, Bvitish, given me by Mr. Ed- 
nmnd T^oggin of S%vaclifl['e/* 

Do»CH£ST£Ea 

** Lei and gives a list of 26 Bishops of Dorcheafer from St, 
Blrinus to Remigiua, who Temoved the See to Lincoln A. 1072. 
N. B* According to others 30. 

E. Ldmdt litti. 

** I, The AAbbey ofChanons [Black] by aAIcx. 1140 The church 
is called the Frthmd (^kurch^ 

** 2. St Binne buried here. 

3. Bishop-^^jchwine's tomb of free-stune, with an inscrip'^ 
tion in Lcland's time. 

"" 4* Severd Abbots, and a cross-legged knight- 
5, Stoner, a Judge in Edward the Thirds time, 

** 6. Segrave or Holcum, according to the last Abbot, alabaster 
monument. Wavs, b*^fore the Quire door. Draitom 3. Gilb- 
Segrave. 

“ 7. The body of the Abbey Church serveih for the Parish 
Chuich. Nr B. The East part bought by ,, *., and added to 
the other. 

t ^ xtlr- Wii« died Oct* 6, 17^7- Seep* 4S0, 

8. Dor- 
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■' B. lloj'chester ruined by the Danes. 

9. Three parish Churches, 

N, B, In the doses and fields that he South of the town are 
found Romamrttm^ of gold, silver, and brass. 

lt>. The Bishop's Palace was at the town's end by North¬ 
west Foundations of old buildioga. Courts kept, The bridge, 
'*■11. Tame and Isis meet about half a mile below bridge. 

Epitaphs from Hearne, Lehnd, Inn. vol. V.; 

'' L Rog, Raunton, Ab. 

John Sutton, Ab. 


S. Ilbury^fordt between Dnnch-Tew and Barford, gave me 
reason to enquire for an old town hereabouts, tvhicli I think I 
have found on the North side of a brook under a hne hill, ou 
the top of which 1 discovered a part of an entrenchment, at pre¬ 
sent oyergrowm with bushes ; but 1 hear the place is called the 
Castle. 

N. B. This seem?f to be a castle or defence to the old town of 

Hamton, or, as the inhabitants truly pronounce it, fkan-io W)!^ 

or High-town, just by, and i-mbabiy a Roman toivu. 

** Afem, To enquire further abciui this. 

" This not taken notice of by^ Camden, Stukeley, Plot, or 
Ken nett. 

libui'v, at Ilh^iTT/, unde Tiibunj. El in Hebrew High —unde 
nostrum HUl, & IJaburga. Illovice, ilurges, vid. Boehart. 

4. Broughioti, i. e. Bro-town Arcis Oppidum. N, B. This not 
taken notice of, though certainly an old town. 1 once took it 
to be the Bran am of Raven nas, which Mr. Baxter places at 
Banhuryj and 1 believe truly, Banbury- old town lying more soath- 
ward than the pi^sent, the Castle built by Bishop Alexander 
drawing the inbabirants northvrard. On the West side of the old 
town are still the remains of an AmphUheatre, called the Bear¬ 
garden.'" — 

" A. D, 1753. Journey to Caer-fily Castle. 

" July 9. Corinium. Cirencester. Oakley Wood. Cord Ba¬ 
thurst's. 

** 10, Hamton, Stroud, Woodchestcr, Homan pavement. 

" Severn, passage fordable at loiv water. 

Newnbam- 

" Forest of Dean, 

** Sc. Breval's Castle, a small but strong one. 

“ Brack ware, a ferry to. 

' 11, 12, 13. TiiUerne Abbey. 

" Strigul Csyitle.—Julia Strata to Caerkon or Newport. 

'' St. Julian's.—Qu.? The Roman inscription, 'lovi boucHv 
. , . ubi ferrum nascitur,* see Camden, 

Newport, Bridge and Castle—Saxon, if not Roman. 

" Tredeager, a hill in the park with three trenches—Eom^ 
work. 
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July 14, Caer-fily Castle^ probably built by Edward L N.E, 
Not a Roman work, though perhaps a Roman situation. 

The younger Spencer, faionrite Edward of II. died possessed 
of it. Held it out against the yueen, and Roger Mortimer sur¬ 
rendered it. Upon his attainder it escheated to the King. See 
ihe Esvheat Rolk. With other moveables, a Library of books 
came into the King’s hands, N. B. The walls and some of tlie 
chief towers seem to have been blown up with gunpowder, in 
the time of the Civil Wars,. (Th, Walsingh. Hyp, Neustr. p. 504. 
Tho. Walsiugham, Edw, II, p, 1^25, Ed. Camb.) 

15. Iluperra. Seat of the Morgans, Summer-house on the 
hill above it. 

Keven-Mabley. Sir Ch. Kemis Tynte. Remarkable oak. 

“ Newport, 

Caerleon. (v. Girald. Camb. p. 836.) Square Roman city. 
Walls and Keep. Amphitheatre. Roman bricks with ^ leg. u. 
AVG,’ Bridge. 

Tin tern e Abbey. 

^^16, By water to Chepstowe, Rocky clifF. 

Chepstow castle and bridge. 70 feet high at low water. 

By water still to New Passage. 

** St, Treacle's church. Qu. if St. Theda?. S. Tereudacm. 
(Ldand, voL VI. fol. 5.) Terendake, (fol. S.) Roman coins tbund 
on the eli&s at New Passage Ferry^ Claudius, Vespasian, &c. 

An old round Roman fortification^ washed away by the sea 
(which has here gained considerably upon the land), only a semi¬ 
circle remaining, strong and large: the ruins of the other half 
visible at low water. [See Biiil. Holland’s Additions to the Britan¬ 
nia.} This formerly a noble work, designed for a guard to the 
contlux of the two rivers Wye and Severn. The church of Sud- 
broke just by. 

Port-Skeweth. [v. Simeon Dunelm. de Haroldo temp. Idw. 
Confess.} 

Caldecot Castle,~Mem, The stones brought out of the sea# 
im e. from the ruins of an old fort at New Passage, as I suppose, 

Caervvent, a square Roman city, no Keep. Venta Sihirumj 
an University. [See the Jdfe of St. Tatliaius. Lib, Lanckvensk] 
Tesselated jjaveinent. 

pent]'et:i:an, Went Land, Wkntset, Gwent Wood, Caer Went, 

'' Matherne. Old Palace of Bishop of Eandaff. Gate with 
arms cut in stone. Moyne s Court, or Curium 3:!onackmm, 
Roman inscr]]>tions. (See Camden), N. B, Story of King Theo¬ 
dor ic buried here, wounded at Kit Bedu; __ "idis monument 

restored by Bis^hop Godwin, as I suppose, [v, Holland’s Addi¬ 
tions to the Britannia,] 

'M7. Tinterue Abbey. 

Trillick parish—from three stones — Tre Lech, i. e. three 
stones. A Druid Monunieril standing just without the town: 
a mount, ur barrow, ]>robably oF the same age, though some An¬ 
tiquary (probably the Vicar of the place) has set up by the house 

next 
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next ilkctliurch Mie figiiR'S of the stones and mouirt upon a 
coJumn, with an inscription aftribiiting the design of them to 
commenjorate a victory of Earl Harold's : 

' MAGNA MOLES MAIOR SAXIS. 

.HlC VICTOR HARALDVs' 

Vide Ciirald, Camb, Aug. Sac. voh U. Salmon's New 
Sm'veyj Huntingdonshirei p, 22B. 

‘'N. B, Upon Tiillick common, another very remarkable stone, 
arising above a cam. This sort of monument I never savv be* 
fore. It is of the time of the Druids, and may be called a 
Covenant Stone, denoting some league or agreement to 
have been here made between two British Princes, which was 
solemnized with a banquet upon the ecm, Ses the history of 
Jacob and Laban. Gen. xxxi. 

** Monmouth. Albimunnum, 

Goodrich Castle. 

July 18. Pengelhly, L e. Caput SylvK. Hen-lhaUi prope 
Pengethly, Q. Fetus Ecclcsia 9 
Ross, 

“ Glevum. 

19. Stowe, 

Rohvnght stones. Near the King-stone some artificial piti, 
exactly round- Qu. For what use designed ? 

**20. WroKton. 

Sandftird. 

Ehfield/* 


Dr. Gilbert Parker* to Edward WiSE'f-, Esq. 

“ Worthy Sir, Trinity Catiegej Nov. 6, 1776. 

'' When I had last the pleasure of eonversing with you here, 
you mentioned some Coins of the late Mr. Wise, your uncle, that 
were to be disposed of. I then thouglit of a friend of mine that 
is somewhat of a collector, hut was apprehensive they would be 
above his pocket, and so, in a letter I was favoured with last 
night, he seems to apprehend himself j hovveveri would be glad 
to know the price affixed, and whether the Coins be scarce and 
curious, as there is a gentleman of his acquaintance who is a 
great Antiquary, and may probably purchase- if you will 
therefore favour me with a line upon the subject, 1 will write to 
my friend- I remain, good Sir, 

** Your obliged humble servant, Gilbert Pabker/' 

# Of Trinity College, Oxford; M. A- 1745 j 0. D, 1755; J>. D. J760. 

-f- Ste before, p* dSC- 
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Letters to and from the Rev. W. Huddesford*. 

To EMAtruEL Mendez Da Costa, Esq* 

" Sir, Triniiy College^ Ojcfordj Nov, 30, 1757- 

I think myself extremely unfortunate in being absent from 
Oxford when you did us the honour of a visit, as 1 make no 
doubt but I should have had great advantages from your conver¬ 
sation on the subject of Natural History, You were then ac¬ 
quainted, I suppose, of my having some design of rc-printing 
I-ihuyd's ^ Lythophylacium/ 1 find this a task of no small difficulty > 
as the Author, by reason of a multiplicity of other business, left 
it a very incorrect and unfinished work, I cannot, after a most 
diligent search, find any of the manuscript sheets of it in the 
Museum. Most of his papers, 1 am told, were purchased by 
Thomas Sebright; I have a promise from Dr. Lyttelton that he 
Will examine them for me, I think you told my Father that you 
also had some letters of his, I should be much obliged to you 
for an account of them if they relate to our Cabinet, 

If you will do me the honour of a letter on this subject, 1 
will then acquaint you with the method I propose to take in this 
publication, and shall beg your advice and free admonitions on 
this matter. As to what leLlers we have in the Museum from 
several persons to Mr. Lhuyd, they chiefly relate to his Archaeo- 
logia > and those Concerning Natural History contain only a few 
sarcasms on the Woodwardian hypothesis* I am highly obliged 
to you and Dr, Wright for the honour of your names* 

“ I hope I shall give satisfaction in this undertaking. It is a 
bold one, and what would not have been attempted by so young 
and raw a Fossilist if he had not lieen encouraged by yourself and 
other persons of eminence in this way, 1 flatter myself that you 
found some things in the Museum worth your attention, and that 
it did not appear the nasty confused heap of trifles it has been 
iu^'idiously represented to be. If you will favour me with a line 
on this subject, you will greatly oblige 

“ Your most humble servant, Wm* Huddesford/' 

^ This indiJEtrious ^lnd learned Antiquary (sou of the Rev* Dr, George 
Huddesford, p. 457) was a Fellow of "I'riuity College, Oxford, He pro' 
eeeded M. A- in lT5ti? was Senior Proeror in 17^5; IS. D, 17^6; iU'tl 
in 1767 was elected Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum.—lit ITBO be 
re^publisbed Lbuytrs Cataloj^ue of Fossils,” There havhr^ been in 
1699 hut ISO copies of ibis book printed at the expence of the Author's 
PaTrons, it became very scarce ; and the second Edition was published 
by Mr. Hodd^sford, with some new plates of specimens, and the Author's 
Prtelectio de steliis tnariids occani Britaniiid, necnon de astenannJi 
^ntrochorum, et encrinoriim orl^iue, habita quondam in Musco Ash- 
iiioieami,** Jn I 76 i he published Cataloj^us Libroruro MSStorum viri 
clarissimi Antonii k Wood; being a minute Catalogue of each particular 
contained in tiie MS Collections of Anthony St Wood deposited in the 
Asbmote.in Museum at Oxford,” Cvo, His llescnptioii of O^eney Abbe)'“ 
U printed in Gent. Ma^. vol XLI, pp, 153, 205*—He died Oct. G, ITTiJj 
and hh Library was sold, by Mr. Fletcher, by a marked Catalogue. 
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To the Rev. William Huddesford. 

London, Juli/20, 175S, 

" I am really ashamed to osvn tlie receipt of your greatly 
esteemed letter of the 30th Nov. last past j but 1 beg you will 
permit me to offer some reasons to extenuate the fault of my de- 
Jay ing so long to answer your said favour, and further hope your 
goodness will prompt you to accept those reasons as a plea for 
my breach of decency. 

When [ received your letter, I was ill in the country : after 
that, a multiplicity of aSairs intervened all at once of all kinds j 
so tliat though your letter lay daily on my desk, and my full in- 
ten I ion was to pleasure myself by minutely answering it, yet so 
unlucky was 1 that i could not find a spare hour to accomplish 
niy design. Thus much jireroised, which I earnestly intreat you to 
receive as an apology for my neglect in respect to your good self, 
1 will beg of you before I enter on the subject of my letter to 
present my respects, as also my fellow traveller Di% Wright s 
(and who set out for Scotland last week), to the Rev. Dr. Hud- 
desford yoor father, and the rest of the family, for the extreme 
kind friendships shewn to us while at Oxford] and assure them 
we shall think ourselves very hapjjy could we be at any time of 
any )deasure to the Huddesford family. Pnty» Sir, make our 
seiwices also acceptable to Mr. Hollings, for Ids affable behaviour 
towards us. 

** Now to the letter :—My fellow traveller and I thought our¬ 
selves as unfortunate in not meeting you at Oxfoid, for we pro¬ 
posed to ourselves much satisfaction from your conversation, and 
also wanted much to discoui'se with you fully about your scheme 
of publishing a new Edition of Lhuyd's ^ Lythophylacmni/ 

Mr, Francoiube was the first gentleman who advised me of 
your said design, which I approve of greatly, for the book is 
become so scarce as hardly to be got ] besides, it is so very incor¬ 
rect, that it really wants much to make it of the utUUy it should 
seem to promise by the frequent quotations of Authors from it. 

J am, therefore, entirely of your opinion, tliat to collate, digest, 
&c. the book agi^ceable to his Cabinet (till of late so much neg¬ 
lected) in the x^shmoJean Museum, and to add w'hat is neccssar3% 
and purge some enters, will not only be a difficult task, but 
even a W'Oi k of time. This task, we now hope, will be completed 
by you, and 1 heartily wish you great success in the prosecution of 
it. 1 desired Mr. Francombe to intimate to you. That to add my 
mite to the impression, 1 would be a subscriber for six copies, 
and tlie money for them is at your orders whenever you please to 
demand it, 

* The Rev. Ge&r^e Huddesford, of Trinity CoUeg:®, Oxford ; M* A.. 
1721, He Prortor in 1799; was elected President of his College hi 
J731 j and obtained the degrees of B. and D. D. m 1737- He was also 
Rector of Glympton in Onfordshire in 17^1 ; and Viee-Cbaneelior in the 
years 1752, 175:1, and 1754, He died April 24, 1776, set, 80] and was 
tuned hi the Chapel of lib College, 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


45 S 

It is WL^ll kn^jwn Mini I lis were only 120 copies pvintefl 

off by Lhuyd himselt' (too siiia!! a (luanlity for ihe demands of 
the curious)j tlm German Nation printed another Edition of it 
at Lcipsic, which indeed I find is fait as scarce as Lhuyd's edition; 
for 1 could never get a sight of it. On hearing of your design^ 

1 repeated my endeavours to procure it (as I think it may be of 
sei'vice to you to peruse) ; and 1 ntjw expect it soon from Ger¬ 
many, and as soon as 1 have it, shall send it to you for your in¬ 
formation. 1 have likewise (since 1 heard of your design) told 
many gentlemen, as Mr. Francoiube, Mr. Platt^', 6iC. &c. desiring 
them to inform you that there is an original Dissertation of 
Lhuyd’s of Fossil parts of StelleE MarlncSj as EntrochU Astericc, &c. 
printed in " Linckius de Stellis Marinis f and only in that hook 
it is publishetL This Dissert at ion was published from a MS cc^py 
of Lhnyd's of an Aslnnolean Oration of his, comimirseated to 
Linckius, With submission, J should think the re-printing thh 
Dissertation in your Edition would not be only agreeable to the 
Learned, but greatly usefuh as Linckins’s book is also very rare. 

I informed yoiii' Father that I had a quantity of Lhuyd's orb 
g;inal papers, which came to my hands the night before, I set out 
for Oxford, so that i could not just then give a right account of 
them; and 1 added, that any you might ^vant should be at your 
commands, I shall now give you an account of iheni;—they con¬ 
sist of two very large port-folios full of letters, 1 believe abbut 
500, and arc all the letters written by several learned men to Mr. 
Lhuyd, but not one of his (Mr. Lhuyd's) own. There are letters 
from Bishop Gibson, Mr, Baxter, Mr. Aubrey, Dr, Lister, Dr, 
Eobinson, ike, (hut none from Mr. Ray, they being, 1 suppose, 
'uad thence by Dr, Dcrham, and inserted in * Ray's Philosophical 
Letters’), These letters aie relating to all parts of Literature j 
great numbep about his " ArchBeologia/ and about his ^ Natural 
Histoi7 of Wales,' with queries, &c. &c,i many about books then 
printed, and about Woodward and others 5 but not one as 1 
have yet found (for i have not to this moment had time carefully 
to review them) immediately relative to his ' Lythophylacium/ As 
1 design soon to review them carefully, and digest them, if 1 meet 
with any letters relative to your design, you shall have the free use 
of them. About a year ago at a sale of a gentleman's effects, who 
it seems was a distant relation of Dr. Lister's, there were found 
put up in band-boxes, confused like waste paper, several bundles 
of Dr. Lister's papers, consisting, like ray parcel, of letters from 
ses'cral learned men to him. Among them was a bundle of let¬ 
ters from Mr. Lhuyd to him tui Fossils, All these papers were 
bought by, and are now in the custody of Dr, John Fothergilb 
xyho, 1 do not doubt, will readily communicate them if applica¬ 
tion be made, which, if you think proper, you may do through 
my means. 

(In viewing Lhu3crs Collectionj i just noted the three fol¬ 
lowing things to inform you of; luz. in many places he saj's Mr, 
Doody gave him such and sucli a .-^peoimen ej Eichino:i* 

^ ! have mi\ny of Mr, Plait's Letters to Mr. Dacosta. 
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which k vejy exToneous^ there being no chalk at all at 
liichmojid, or for many miles about it; it sboukl thei'cforo be 
corrected to ej argillactis Richmotuliftnis; for a proof whereof 
those very Fectmmlii kc. he exhibits^ are those very 

sorts found in Richmond clay*pits. 

No, 1106 is only a piece of Echinus shell instead of being 
what he has ranged it for^ and No; 1110 is so elegant a body 
that it merits an accurate description fi^oni your pen, 

""This, Sir, is what I have chiehy just now to advise you of 
on Lhuyd's subject j but, if you will honour me so far {as you 
obligingly intimate in your letter) to acquaint me with the 
method you propose to take in this ijublication, 1 will freely give 
you my opinion thereof, and as freely communicate to you any 
papers, advices, in my power (Jr capacity, 

I assure you I was highly delighted to see his Cabinet (be¬ 
fore so vilely neglected) so well arranged and ordered as they now 
are by you j ffjr which, as a particular of the body of Fossilists, I 
return you my sincere thanks; and J do not doubt but tliat you 
who have so well succeeded in digesting the Cabinet will, however 
arduous your task, succeed to give satisfaction to thel-earncd, by 
your publicaucn of his work, 

I am so anxious at my neglect, that I repeat a^in my desire 
of your passing it over in silence, and shall be delighted to have 
a l^ler from you as soon as you possibly can, for believe me 
to be, with very great esteem. Sir, 

"" Your very obliged humble servant, E, M, Dacosta," 

To E. M. Dacosta, Esq. 

“ SiE, July 35, 1758. 

"" I should be inexcusable if 1 did not assure you that your 
polite favour of the ^ioth last has entirely obliterated all the of¬ 
fence you might imagine you had beer} guilty of by a long silence* 
lam niucli indebted to you for it, and will gi' c you the best 
answers to the questions proposed in it 1 ara at present able to 
make. The chief question is, ichen J shall publish Mr* Lhuyd’s 
book, and ’iv hether it vviU be soojit or a long tme hence, 1 might, 
perliajis, answer in the negati^^e to both; but, accepting of the 
kind assistance you ofler me, 1 xvill beg the favour of )mur (Con¬ 
fidence, and Jay before you the present state of my intentions 
with regard to this scheme. 

When 1 first mentioned my design to my very good and 
obliging friend Mr* Fraiikcombe, 1 only enquired then if such a 
thing would be agreeable to the lovers of Natural History in 
general, and to Fossilists In particular. The answer was in tlje 
aJEnnativc, I then set myself about digesting the Qibinet* You 
can easily imagine the difficuliies a young man, almost a perfect 
novice Jn these mailers, must meet with in such an attempt* 
Whoever ctuii|)ares the Collection with the Catalogue will easily 
be convinced that many specimens are lost, marjy much damaged 
by ihe confusion in which they lav; but neither is the book itself 
intelligible to such ii Header: it is in some places obscure and dif¬ 
ficult 
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Rcult tt> Che greatest prafieients in tbia sUicly, The descnptiorijr 
are not distinct, the new coined terms, render H very diffi¬ 
cult to be understood. As I found There great impeiliments to 
my progress in the undertaking, 1 concluded they nmst be so to 
other young Readers, for whose service also I intended the second 
Edition j but, though i was sensible how much it wanted it, 1 
was diffident of correction, Mr, Lhuyd s knowledge I dreaded to 
question—and of his carelessness \ had no suspicion ; but I am 
now sensible that he was sometimes deBeient in the former, and 
very often guilty of the latter j though perhaps (which I would 
by no means willingly do) 1 blame him without cause j for 1 
greatly suspect that he sent his papers to some friends in Loodou 
to print for him, and neither over-lookerl nor corrected the 
press. Be that as it will, it is too evident that it is a very incor¬ 
rect performance ; to correct these errors, therefore, is one part 
of my work ; but it is hut part only. As I would have both the 
Cabinet and the Book complete, 1 am willing to supply the de* 
ficiencies in the former with specimens of the same kind. In 
both these designs I fight almost alone. I have now no friend 
in Oxford to advise with on any point, except our friend Plat, 
His ignorance in the Latin tongue renders him unfit to assist me 
in correction, though 1 am infinitely obliged to Mm for the free 
use of his Collection, in order to supply the detects of ours. 

Though these difficulties much discouraged me, they did not 
quite prevent my progjess : yon obligingly flatter me with your 
approbation on \vhat is already done, which, I assure you, is no 
small encouragement for me to proceed, 

Mr. Pennant hinted to me what you observe concerning 
Linckius, i have endeavoured in vain to pi'ocure the .botik : if 
you could procure me or\e, even for a small time, it woukl be a 
gi^eat favour, 1 have got two new ^dates engi’avccl of what I 
think Mr* Liiuyd unjustly overlooked, preferring others not sc 
worthy the attention of the cunous^ 

The letters men turned in yours are, I imagine, transcripts^ 
of those we have in the Museum ; but if you should find any re¬ 
lating to the jiresent subjects I shall be much obliged to you. 
Dr. Mason, on Mr, Boilasers recommendationj promised to send 
me his copy (if the * Lythophylaeium,' in which he had corrected 
the most obvious errors, but has not yet performed his promise. 
Once again let me add that many of the plates must be retouched, 
which will take up some time. I am also during Term much 
taken up with College business, I propose to offer myself a 
candidate for Holy Orders in September, w'hich requires some 
preparation, I shall set out this week fur the country, and re¬ 
turn the middle of next month. These, I think, I may alledge as 
reasons for not publishing vert/ scow, without deserving the im¬ 
putation of negligence or indolence j but, on the other hand, I 
do no not propose being very^ long about it. As soon as I have 
dispatched some business in hand, I will set earnestly about it, 
m that I hope to be in great forwardness by Christmas; hut, after 
all, except I find that the sale will answer my trouble, I must be 

excused 
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'Excused. I hare not yet sisstirance of dL^posiog^ of 40 copies, 
though i am much obliged to you and other fi iends for large 
assJ&tance 5 for, as J propose fla private emokmient, I deserve 
no loss, I do oDt like the metKo<l of taking subscriptions, as I 
would not be limited as to time 5 and indeed every repeated vietv 
-of the Cabinet is attended with some advantage to the book j so 
that that will be more complete and carrect in proportion to the 
■time spent upon it. 

I will apply to Dr. Folhergill, if you will give me his direc¬ 
tion. [ have heard of that gentleniaifs character, and do not 
^oubl of sriccess. While I waited for Dr, Mason's book, that 
‘the work might not stand fpiite still, I employed myself in trans¬ 
lating Mr. Lhiiyd's five letters into English : the sixth is in Mr. 
Kav's Discourses. If ynu think they would he acceptable 10 the 
^publick (as many Fossihsts do not midcistand Latin), I would 
iprinc them in a small book, and give a good engraving of the 
spe(dmcn 3 mejdioned therein, which would serve also to bind up 
with the whole work when published. 1 desire your opinion on 
this point when von can spare time from your ingenious and use¬ 
ful studies. J shall carefully obs-erve your remarks on the speei- 
■mens, for which, as for other favours, lam 

** Your most obliged humble servant, Wm. HunoKSFono. 


Tn the Rev. William Hoddesford, 
rt in Surrey, OH. 10, 17'5B. 

1 received Ibn pleasure of yoiu^ esteemed letter of the 25th 
-July last, and should have answered it immediately had my time 
permitted j or rather had my thtmghts been settled or fixed in 
regard to any plan to form a second Hdition of so ctinous n work 
ns you design to undertake. As you have done me the honour 
io consult me, 1 will fairly lay niy sentiviients open to \oil, and 
(leelare to you in what manner 1 would manage, on a supposition 
«f my being in your place. 

/b'itno ,—*93 you are Keeper of tlic AslimoJean Museuni, and 
hare under your care ihe remains of the Lhuydian Cabinet, you 
are bett-sr enabled than any one to publish n new Edition of its 

Catalogue. ^ ^ . 

The Cabinet, such as it is, retrieved by you with great assi¬ 
duity and indefatigable labour, J would never augment j that is, 
I would never replace any thing lost in it, for assure yourself 
that, if any disputes arise among the learned of any spetdmen, 
your ipse dls^it of the replacement will never be allowed full fact 
or proof, as you neither was cotempoi'ary or pupil to Mr. Lhuyd 
the founder; therefore I would take some few drawers of the 
Cabinet, and, noting that they were of my re-placing, I would 
(apart from the genuine Collection) replace such of the lost spe¬ 
cimens which 1 could acquire ; and those i could not acquire, I 
would place a label in them, informing future students f^ould 
not replace ihem. and have therefore left them in that manner. 
This proceeding ivotilcl rlaim you the approbation of the learned. 

as 
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as being a just pmceeding; for Lhuyd's ^ Lythopbylacium is not 
only to be considered as a simple Catalogue, but also as a Gratnt 
mar of EngUsli extraneous Fossils, ot which numbers were not 
known before, as e. the P/eciroT^i^es, ^Ci 

" Thus far being settled, we now shall proceed to the book 
itself. The book with you should be a counterpart to the Cabi¬ 
net, and each sltould elucidate the other: therefore my first care 
should only be to review and amend all the typographical errors, 
incorrect ions, &c. in it 5 after which 1 would embellish the 
whole throughout with notes, short and clear. These notes 
should all be placed at the l^ottom of the pages, and never be 
intermixed with the original text. These notes should be descrip¬ 
tive, correctiVC, or explanatory—as tor example: 1. A curious 
specimen he has not described should be described. 2. If be has 
committed an error, eithei* in arranging the specimen, or has 
described it ohscurely or absurdly, or is unintelligible, you should 
in such case correct or explain it, as, e. g. when he cites ex cre- 
iavies RichmondianfSj you should leave the text so, and inform 
your readers that it should be ex (iTgiliGceis RichiuoTidicLHiSy 
as there is no chalk about or near Richmond, 

In the course of the work I would, at the end of every Num¬ 
ber whereof the specimen is now* missing, mark ^ lost in the 
Catalogue. Also in the course of the work if there are any coined 
terms, oddities, &c. he has not explained, as, piagiosiemoj 
oxp rinchos, ike. 1 would just give their origin and explanation. 

You design to retouch the plates, which is right, but I would 
not only retouch them, but the Engraver should see the speci-^ 
mens, and, if [josssible, somewhat correct the icons, for I'etouch- 
ing of them is really only embellishing bad tigures, and ihereljy 
p ro pagal in g errors * 

Those new plates you engrave let them be done correct; and 
for the specimens so engraved add in your notes to the Numhers, 
and not in the Number or text, itself tliat you have engi'aved them. 
Thus much for the Catalogue, or ^ Lythophylacium,' properly so 
called. Now to the Letters: these should be printed, as they are, 
in Latin; the sixth Letter in Ray's Discourses should be tians- 
latcd into Latin, and addeil j and also the Discourse of Lhuyd 
printed in ^ Linckius de StelJis Marinis.’ 

The icons in these Letters are not noted or elucidated in the 
original; therefore, W'here they are in your Edition, put notes 
with explications of the plates, e. g- fig, 1, Buglossa curta strigosa. 
Fig, 9. Asteria am appendiculis^ Sre, Ifc. 

Add an Index of names of Fossils, reprint the original Pre¬ 
face, and add a small Pi'eface of your own, containing* such fur¬ 
ther remarks as you think necessary, and also what anecdotes 
you of Lhuyd’s Life. Thus, I think, I have gone through 
the wdiole ivork. 

“ Now, in regard to your translation of Lhuyd's Lettei's, it is 
very well; and I %voulfl do as you intend—^but that is to say,, only 
for such a numlaer as is requisite for England - because, assure 

voui'self. 
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yooiselfj yoEti eiiure Latin Edition only will be soug’htlbr all over 
Europe. I ho[>e you will approve tive above plan: i think it is the 
bfesr can be, and I entirely offer it to you to do with as you think 
proper. 

** Having thus kid before you what 1 have to say of the work, 
for as I have not Lhuyd by me. I cannot be more explicit, I shall 
proceed to answer the other parts of your letter. 

“ I am well convinced of the great difficulties you went 
through in restoring the Cabinet j ami 1 am as wdl convinced of 
the great fatigue you must undergo in printing your second Edi¬ 
tion. I wish j'ou health and leisure to complete it, and do not 
doubt you will have the sincere thanks and wishes of the Fossilists^ 
and their applause for your generous assistance to this kind of 
literature. 

The two \ oliJmes of HIS pajiers of Lhuyil I have in my pos¬ 
session are all original papers, and no copies 5 indeed there are 
lew papers of Lbuyd himself: the rest are only original lettei's 
from the learned to him. 1 have not yet had opportunity to re¬ 
view them, or digest tliem, other present avocations liindering 
me 3 but, by what 1 can see, there likely is some few papers of 
Lhuyd's himself intermijced. I remember one day, looking over 
them with a friend, 1 found the clearance of what you iniimate 
in these your words, t'is. * For I greatly suspect that he sent his 
papers to some ft lends in London lo print for him, and neither 
overlooked nor corrected the press/ In rny letter it intimates he 
sent his jjapei's by some young .siudeiil, to Dr. Lister, 1 believe; and 
Dr. Woodward somehow or other louiid means to peruse all the 
said papers before they were delivered to Dr. Lister, wiiich caused 
much anger anil quarreling among them. 

Dr. John Folhergilfs papers are letters from Lhuyd himself 
to Dr. Lister, and by what I could Just see run all on the subject 
of Fossils. The Doctor lives in White Hart Court, Cracechurch- 
street. If you chuse rather ti> send a leitei'to him under my 
cover, 1 will deliver it into the Doctors own hands, ami Jet you 
know his answ'er. 

“In rcgarfl to * Linckius de Stellis Marinis,' my copy I sold 
to her Grace the Duchess of Portland, for her Grace wanted it 
mnehj so at present i know not how to gel it, for I know no one 
in London 1ms it. When her Grace comes 10 town. I will borrow 
it; till Chen we must have patience, if it should happ^en to be 
in the Royal Society's Library; 1 will see to boiaow it, and that 
will be much sooner got, as the Portland Family come always 
late to tovvo for the Winter, 

“ There is in the Philosophical Transactions, A'o. 500, a 
paper of Lhuyd’s, with figures and short descriptions nf slliqitaslra 
BuJoiiitiEj ; collate k; and as many of them are also in his 
* Lythophylacium/ I would add those descriptions in the Trans- 
actions to the bodies in the Lytbophjiaciuuij in my notes on those 
numbers. In the -«aid Transactions, No. 243, is ako a plate of 
figured Fossils, without any account; and ariothei^ No. 553 . of 

an 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


464 

an ^Ic^ojiiuntt as he calls it» These I would have you also coa* 
suit, perhaps they may be useful to the work. 

Now, as there are Dr. Fothergiil's, luy papers. Dr. Mason's 
copy, Lincklus's Discourse, the plates to be retouched, &c. 
I should think that, however ready you may be with the ^ Litho- 
phylacium/ it were best to prolong ifs publication (which you 
design in December) till about June next year; for this further 
time will enable you to canvas all these affiiirs, and give you recess 
for your own business j and if any one should atnibute the delay 
either to negligence or indolence, 1 should suspect them to have 
very imtit heads to study or proBt by any one's labours. 

Perhaps my lime may aiford me hours, after digesting my 
papers, to point out to you some remarks as a hdp to you. 
Assure yourself, Sir, I ah all not only be willing, as far as I am 
capable, to aid you in the work,, but 1 shall assiduously strive to 
encourage its sale, for, as you observe, except the sale ansivers, 
1 think you may justly excuse yourself of the trouble. 

1 desire. Sir, you will make iny respects acceptable to your 
good father and family; and be so good to look out for Rev. 
Mr. Watkins*, now of Eahol College, and assure him of my 
respects, and that I do not write id him at present, nothing 
material offering. My services to Mr, Hoi lings and Mr. PJatt. 

1 did design to send 3^00 this letter by a young lady, Miss 
Anne Lcrnault, sister to the Rev, Mr. Lernault, of Wadham Col¬ 
lege. De so good to go to Wadham College, and enquire if (on 
your receival of this) she is 5'et at Oxford, and give my services, 
and also Mr, Salvador's family's services to her, and hope she is 
well; and that I bad not time to write to her as promised, 

1 am, with great esteem, &c, E. M, Dacosta," 


To E, M, Da CO ST A, Esq. 

Sir, Oct. 9.7t 1758, 

I think myself greatly obliged to you for your kind commu¬ 
nication of your sentiments in regard to Lbut^d's work; and beg 
a continuance of favoiu's of this sort, as I shall from time to time 
acquaint you with my ju'ogress. I am, and always was, to apeak 
my own sentiments, of your opinion with regard to replacing 
any absent specimen. The true case with our Cabinet is this :— 
1 have been informed that a late Keeper of the Museum (no 
matter for his name, it had better be suj>piessed than mentioned 
with infamy), a man much given to the bottle, parted with 
several of the best specimens—some say to oblige his friends, 
others for gratuities. There ha% e, no doubt, been great depre¬ 
dations made of late years j for my Fathej-, being taken up with 
business of a ditferent kind, was forced to leave the Museum to 
the care of others, who, though they might be strictly just, could 
not prevent the fossils, in the confusion they were in, from being 
now and then plundered. As 1 am not answerable for any of 
these misfortunes, 1 think 1 need not be ashamed of publiiihing 
♦ Rohm Watkhi.':, M, A. 


a muli- 
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ai mutilatetl Catalogue: I will preserve the text entire ^ but, by 
letters or other marks signify in the notes when tl^e specimen is 
lost, &c. To your other kind pieces of advice I shall speak 
in order: 

First—As we have a very good Engraver in Oxford (Mr. 
Green), he will see all the specimens he engi'aves. 

'' The sixth Letter of Mr. Lhuyd in his * Lithophylaciuni* is 
that to Mr. Ray. 

'"The original Preface shall be re-printed. 

“ I am apprized of, and will carefully consider, all the papers 
in the Philosophical Transactions by Mr. Lhuyd. 

“ Br. Mason has done me the honour to send me his copy; 
but, alas! it is of no service, no remarks being made but refe¬ 
rences to Morton only, in his ‘ Natural History of Northampton¬ 
shire/ By your more full account of Dr. Fothergill's papers, I 
am convinced that they would throw great light upon this work. 
1 shall therefore be highly obliged to you if you could pTOCure 
me a sight of them, j^resenting my respecis to the Doctor, and 
assuring him of my utmost care, and of their safe return. 

"" Mr. Pennant has been so kind as to lend me Linkius, but 
for a shorter lime than is sufficient, so it need not supersede your 
intended favour. 

“ If It were convenient for you to take a trip to Oxford, I 
should be glad to shew you how much 1 am obliged to you for 
all favours. In the mean time let me know if you have Lhuytl 
by you at London, that I may communicate to you such obser¬ 
vations as occur. 1 am. Sir, 

" Your obliged and obedient servant, Wm. Huddesford/’ 

" Sir, Trinity College^ March 15, 1759. 

1 acknowledge myself inexcusable in not having before this 
time returned my gmteful thanks for all the testimonies of esteem 
you favoured me with in London, as also for those you permitted 
me to bring with me to this place, I will not detain them much 
longer, but have not yet had time to transcribe all the extracts 
necessary for myself. I should think it well worth your while to 
separate those letters upon important subjects from the trifling, 
and sometimes ridiculous, essays to be met with in Mr. Lhuyd*s 
private correspondence. 

I liei*e send you a copy of my Letter to the Royal Society: 
—' This natural body seemed at the first sight to be of the Coral¬ 
line kind. It has six sets of branches, if I may so"^ call them. 
On the first row a are four remaining, the rest are broken ofiF/ 
on the second row b are iOj on the third c 9. The three 
upper ones are joined together. The specimen is of a white 
colour, near the branches inclining to a greenish hue. Between 
the branches it is studded with knobs or tubercles of a dark 
fai'own. The pedicle or root exactly resembles and confirms it 
to be a spine j if so, I do not know that it has been described. 
In the last volume of the Philosophical Transactions there is a 
figure of a Fossil called by Br. Parsons Jmia cujusdam Gmminis^ 

VoL, rV, H H which 
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which he says has been taken for a spine* Our specimen has a 
better title to that denomination as is evident from the drawing. 
The Radioltis cucumerinm medius attiuscide sulcaltis of Mr. Lhuyd, 
Lifli. Brit. lOlOj exactly resembles the upper part of ibis speci¬ 
men j and so do the Ra^dioli forosi, No. 1043, 1044, &c. in re¬ 
spect to its branches. There is one of this sort mentioned by 
Bo Shaw in his " Observations on Egypt,' &c* j and Dr. Hili has 
given a figure of another in the I'^lh plate of his extraneous 
fossils. ] know no more of our specimen than that 1 found it 
in Mr, L.huyd '3 Cabinet with this note, ‘ Found in the beas 
about Amboyna'/ 

This is the purport of my Letter, I beliei'e it will never 
appear j but, if you any way dislike it, I beg you will (for fear 
it should be read) prevent your Friend from being exposed, 

" I shall be glad to make Oxford agreeable to you whenever 
you w ill favour me wdth your company i and am 

Your obliged servant, Wm. Huddesfoed," 


To the Eev, Willi a 2^2 Hudde sronn, 

'^SiR, London, March 20, 1759. 

" Dr. Wright^ sent me the inclosed Letter for you, and hopes 
it will be of pleasure to yon, 

1 have now received the favour of yours of the 15th instant, 
I hope you hrne found many curious particulars for your new 
Edition in my Collection of Lhuyd's papers. When you return 
them, which I beg may be as soon as you can, 1 shall not fail 
to separate the trifling papers from those upon impoi taut sub¬ 
jects, as you advise, as 1 shall make an accurate list of them, 
and an index of contents, and put them in a better order. 1 
coniinuc to desire your notices of what you have obsei ved cm ioua 
in them; and indeed I have pride enough (1 can no longer hide 
it) to desfre you to mention my name in the work as a lover and 
encourager of it by these communications. 

Your Letter to the Royal Society I have perused with plea- 
sure, 1 shall speak to Dr, Birch about it on Thursday, and by my 
shall! et you know what passes ; it is^ no doubt, a recent spine 
of an Echinus. If my time permits, 1 think to go to Oxford ere 
long; then shall with pleasure pay my sincere respects to your 
father, sell, and family. 1 am, with esteem, E, M, Dacosta," 

Mr. Huddesford to Edward Wright, M. D, at Edinburgh, 
Trimty College, Oxford, March 2^, 1759* 
Your favour of the 24th of Febmaiy deserves my most gi ate- 
ful acknowledgments. It was more particularly agreeable to 
me, as it emboldens me to begin a correspondence with a gen¬ 
tleman whose character I reverence as a lover and encourager of 

* Dr, Wri^bt^s Letter does not appear 5 but we have Mr. Buddesford's 
answer to it,— I have many of Dr, %Vright’s Letters to Mr, Dacosta, some 
of them both long and curious, 

learning 
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learning. I shail thei^fore beg leave fieely to open iny mind to 
you, both with respect to my design and the obstacles which 
have and still do prevent the speedy execution of it* 

" r believe it is not in my power to give you a complete klea * 
of the confusion In which the Collection of Mr. Lhuyd was when 
I came to the Museum, You saw it just emerging from this 
chaoSj and were pleased to commend my poor endeavoui's at a 
reformation* 1 have succeeded therein beyond my expectation, 
and the observations which occurred to me upon repeated view's 
of the specimens were these :—That, from the want of proper 
partitions in the drawers, and by the carelessnes of the under¬ 
keepers, many are entirely lost, secondly, that en^atas abound 
without number both in the text and plates, Sdly, that Mr* Lhuyd 
corrected neither, nor had his Engravegood drawings of the 
specimens, since many of the icons are by no means representa¬ 
tives of the onginab, 

“ The obscureness of some of the terms he makes use of has 
been a great impediment to a novice in these matters, but 1 have 
pretty well surmounted these difficaitieSj and propose printing the 
new Edition in the foIFovving manner, 

I shall cai^efuily correct the errors of the text and plates, of 
which 1 could give you a larger Catalogue than yours, if 1 had 
the pleasure of your company at the Cabinets The plates arc all 
retouched, and (as far as re-touching will permit) made more like 
the specimens. In the letters you wdll have every thing that I 
can procure relathig to the subject, especially w'hat you mention 
\Vith regard to Dr. RichardsonMr. Dacosta having indulged 
me with the use of his papers, from which I have also endea¬ 
voured to extract some account of the life of our Author, which, 
if 1 can get mateiials enough, may one day or other appear in 
print. I shall add at the end of the Epistles his ^ Dissertatio de 
Stellis Marinis,’ in Linckius, which book is very scarce. This 
new Edition will be ornamented with head and tail pieces relative 
to the subject. 

This is my plan, and a difficult one 1 find it to one so little 
etjual to the task as myself* I am alone; hardly any in Ox¬ 
ford turning their thoughts this way, except our friend Platt, 
w'hose igDoraoce of the Latin tongue renders him unable to 
assist me* 1 should not despair of speedily executing the w'ork 
if no other avocations called offi my attention ■ but my College 
business, and the care of a Parisht, demand a great share of my 
time. I hope the publick will accept of my desire to please, how¬ 
ever 1 may fall short of their expectation, and that my friends 
especially, in the number of which give me leave to put yourself, 
will excuse the faults of. Sir, 

'' Your obliged servant, Wm . Huddesfo an* 

* Of whom, and of his numerous learned Correspondents, see very fully 
in these “ lUustmionE," vol. h pp. S25, et seqq* 
t I do not find what Parish this was. Q* Citrsingionr 

H H 2 Eev, 
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Rev. William FTuddesford to E. M. Dacosta, Esq* 

SiH, Trinity College^ Morch ^9, 1759* 

1 received your agreeable favour, together with Dr. Wright's, 
for which also 1 believe I aoi indebted to you* Having been taken 
up pretty much of late in placing and ranging the ores, &c. 
which Mr, Borlase has so kindly presented to the Museum, 1 
have not had time to complete all the extracts 1 propose making 
from your papers* Those I take are of the Natural History, 
though I do not doubt but there are many which would be of 
service also to Antiquaries, paj'ticularly the letters of Mr, Baxter* 
I will return them in a fortnight's time, and give you notice per 
post what day I send them. I have taken the liberty to answer 
Dr, Wright's Letter, which I beg you would convey to him* You 
may assure yourself that I shall thankfully acknowledge in print 
the assistance you have given me, and shall be glad to shew you 
every other instance of j'espect in the power of, Sir, 

Your most obliged and obedient servant, W, Huddesford ” 

"Sir, July IS, 1759, 

I am sorry to have broken my promise to you, in not sending 
your papers before this y but the gentleman who is employed in 
perusing the Welch Letters has not quite finished his work* I 
therefore now give you invitation to fetch them* Pray come and 
spend a week with me directly ; 1 shaJl not leave this place till 
the first of August. If you will favour me with your company, 
I can I hope make such an excursion agreeable to you, at least 
will do all in my power, who am, Sir, 

" Your obliged servant, Wm, Huddesford*" 

" Dear Sir, Trinity College^ July ^S, 1759* 

“ I hope these papers will reach you in a safe condition, for the 
use of which 1 return you my most hearty thanlis* You will, I 
hope, excuse my detaining them so long, and fevour me with a 
perusal of the other at my return, which will be about Sept. 29. 
1 do assure you that they ai'e all safe and undamaged* 

" By a Letter from Dr* Wright, I am informed that one Mr* 
Knowlton^ has also a Collection of Letters to Lhuyd f* You are 
quainted with that gentleman, and may perhaps help me to a sight 
of them i but of that hereafter* 1 have nothing to add but my 
thanks for the civility showed to my friend who brought you my 
letter, and many also for repeated favours conferred on 

" You r obliged ser vant, Wm . Hu dd e s f o ed 

* Mr* Thomas Knowlton, an excelienjt Florist and Botani&t, was in 
early life Gardener to Consul Sherard; and afterwards to the Earl of Bur¬ 
lington, at Laneshorough in Yorkshire. He died in 1784, at the ad¬ 
vanced age of 90 -—I have many of his Letters. 

•f Some Letters from Mr. Lhuyd to Dr. Richardson are printed in the 
first volume of these “ Illustrations,” p. and others, to Archdeacon 
(afterwards Archbishop) Nicolson, in the “ Epistolary CorrespoodeDcc ” 
of that learned Prelate, 


" Dear 
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“ Trinitif Cotlege^ Oj^on^ Oct^ 15, 1759. 

I am lately ret^irned to Oxford, after an excursion into the 
country, and am set down with a full resolution to prepare Mr4 
Lhuyd's book for the press directly i but 1 cannot send it into 
the world till 1 am better satisfied in one point, viz. that Mr* 
Lbuyd did not print it himself, but trusted it to the care of those 
who knew not his cabinet. You formerly promised to lend me the 
other volume of Letters in your possession j the sooner yon do me 
this favour the better* Dr* Fothergill 1 am not acquainted with, 
but should be much obliged to you if you will ask him if he re¬ 
members any thing of the circumstance just mentioned. Per¬ 
haps an application for his papers would be fruitless, though I 
hope you can answer for my fidelity and care in what you iu- 
trusted to me. Please to let me hear from you as soon as possible, 
I propose not to fill the book with observations, &c* but to keep 
them with the cabinet at home ^ for it will be no satisfaction to 
persons at a distance to know what specimens ai'e lost j but if 
they :fe.vour us tvith a visit, then my notes will be at their service* 
I fear much the loss of my character in this attempt, hut 
those must answer for it who have encouraged me to it* I re¬ 
tain a gr;ateful sense of all your fiivours ^ and am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, Wm* Huddesford."* 

Dear Sje, Trinity Co//ege, Ojc/ordf Nov. 24, 1759, 

I did myself the pleasure of writing to you seveial weeks 
ago^ as I have not been favoured with any answer, I fear some 
indiscretion on my part has occasioned an abatement of the esteem 
and regard you once professed for me, and which your great 
civilities convinced me was real and unfeigned, I am sensible a 
person of your application can have but little time to spend upon 
epistolary correspondences, but^ as your attention to niy request 
will, 1 hope, be of service to the publick, I hope you will no 
longer refuse it me. 

“ The ‘ Lythophylacium' is almost finished for the press* 1 have 
also procured several authentic memoirs concerning the Author, 
which 1 have digested, and should willingly give them the pub- 
lick if I could inspect your other volume of Letters, those in the 
possession of Dr. Fothergill and Mr* Knowlton. You are ac¬ 
quainted with both those gentlemen j and 1 hope may safely answer 
for my care of them, if I should be allowed the perusal of them. 
To desire your application in my favour was the purport of my 
last; I flatter myself 1 shall soon have an answer from you to 
both that and this ^ and you may assure yourself that I shall 
always both privately and publicly acknowledge all favours con¬ 
ferred on. Sir, your obedient, Stc, Wm, Hudoesfoap/' 

To the Kev.Wii.LiAM Huddesfofd. 

^'Deak SiJi, London, Dec. 18, 1/59, 

I received your very esteemed favours of July 2S, Oct* 15, 
and Nov* 24, last past, in their due times j and should have 
answ'ered them Immediately,, but hurry of affairs, and some in¬ 
tervals 
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tervals of sickness have hindered me from the pleasure of writing' 
to you. In regard to yours of the ^Sth July^ all I have to answer is 
that I received the papers safe and in good order. Your detenti(ni 
of Lliem as you term it was rather a pleasure than a dispkasnie 
to me* as it gave you time for to review them fully^ to see if 
tiiey could be of use to you. 

To that of the i5th October the following occurs. I am 
delighted at your design of prosecuting the re-printing Lhuyd s 
' Lithophylaeium/ so as to speedily complete it j hut you want to 
know some particulars before you do it i how we shall get at the 
knowledge of such particulars, I know not. However, I cannot 
conceive it to be of ahy importance (as you judge it to be) to 
know whether Lhuyd printed it himself, or trusted the printing 
of it to others. My other volume of Letters b at your cooiinand, 
and hope it will furtibh you with some anecdotes. 1 spoke to 
Dj\ FothergiJl about his papei’s, and hope to have them; but 
the Doctor s practice id so great, that one can seldom gain his 
conversation a few niihutes, 

“ I should imagine your observations, §ic. would figure better 
in the Book than in tlie Cabinet j for a co]^y lodged xvllh the 
Cabinet will always be satisfactory to those who visit ii, and 
those who do not visit it will always, I judge, be pleased to knosv 
what specimens are yet in being. Your endeavours being hearty, 
I do not doubt the success of the attempt j let not that discourage 
you. The old proverb, Fnhit heart never won fair ladiff take as 
your motto when you enter the lists. 

Now to your favour of the 24th last month : 1 am sony you 
that are Re-editor of Lhuyd's ' LyfhophylaciunF should think a 
sworn Lit koscoper ^i\ly of rejecting his esteemed friend, and one 
whom he greatly regards, without reason—for I know none. 
On the contrary, I protest to you, I think myself happy in votir 
friendship and correspondence, and shall always use my best 
endeavours to merit them. The catises of my delay I have alreadv 
given, winch 1 hope will suffice. My cdher volume of Letters shall 
be sent you in a few days. Do you keep it aa long as you think 
proper : 1 hope it will furnish you with materials. If 1 can get 
Dr, Fothergiirs papets, they shall be sent with all speed. As for 
Mr. Knowlton's, I have wrote often about them, but without 
success; I write this day again, and will let you know the result 
of what I can do; but, rest assured, no diligence of mine shall 
be wanting to serve you or tiie publick, 

I am pleased you give us some Memoirs of the Author. The 
IjCarned hardly know any thing of him. We shall be greatly 
obliged to you for them; for, in fact, I think his studies in I-an- 
guages and Fossils merit him a place in the ' Atliente Oxonienses’ 
as much as any one recorded therein. 

Now i am on the subject, pray can you remember who are 
the subscribers I have procured ? Jet me knovv in answer. ^ I am 
for six cojiies; you may besides now put down John Albert 

Schiosser, 
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Schlosser, M. D, Amsterdam, R R, S* i Mr. Jens Gram of Moss 
in Norway 5 and John Bohadsch, M. D. Imperial Professor of 
Natural H istory in the University of Prague and Bohemia, if not 
set down before- 

I have had the pleasure of Mr. Hallings being wiih me before 
he set out for Lancashire ; he desired his sinceie respects to you, 
and your fathej-, and family. Pray make mine also acceptable 
to them. 

I enquired of Or. Birch about rour paper of the Echinus 
spine j he knows nothing of it, but imagines my Lord Maccles¬ 
field miut have it. Shall I make any enquiries about it } 

** J beg of you, the moment you receive the papers safe, to 
advise me thereof by letter. I sincerely wish you a happy new 
year, with a continuation of many others j and am, dear Sir, 

Vour greatly obliged friend and servant, E. M. Dacost^/' 

To E. M. Dacosta, Esq. 

'"Dear SiRi Garsington, near Oxford^ Dec. 31, J759. 

“ I hope you will excuse my late sus[ncions, and impute tliem 
to the esteem and value I set upon your friendship. The box 
you was so kind as to send me is I find arrived safe, but I ha ye 
as yet had no opporlunity to open it. I vvill be more exact in 
examining this volume than I was the others and pro[)ose, in my 
pro^n'css through it, to minute down paiticulars wortliy of no¬ 
tice, and to communicate them to you ; this vvill save you some 
trouble, anti is at ]iresent the only return I can make for ihe 
favour vou have done me, I shall return to Oxford the middle 
of this week, and will then answer the ctmtents of your last in 
the mean time believe mcj yours, fe. VVm. HuOdesfued. 

TriniUj Coilegc^ Jan.7, iTt^O. 

" 1 have just opened your packet, and am a little siirfu ized to 
fmd you have sent me tite same volume of Letters 1 had before, 
\vhic'h I suppose was a mistake made in your hurry. Hovvevei, I 
am not sorry for it, since I may lind on a second perusal several 
things which escaperl my viesv before. I have since my la^t but 
one picked up several anecdotes relating to Mr. Lhuyd, enough 
to make a history of his life, which J never proposed to add to 
the ' Lithophylaciuin,* but shall probably give it the publick by 
itself. I have now a great occasion for your service, which is 
this. Manv persons have desired me to add an explicaiion of the 
terms made use of in the ' Lithophylacjuni. This is done by the 
Author himself in the Philosr^phieal ri’ansactions. No. ^1 ^ 

wash you woukl peruse this pajier, and give me your opinion of 
printing it wdth the work. If >ou think it proper, I must beg 
you to get leave of the Royal Society's printer for me to do it, as 1 
find it is his property. Observe have the MSS. in Lhuyd s own 
hanti in the Museum, T will take care that those gentlemen who 
honour me with their names sltall have good impressions. This, 
I think, is all I have at present (except my best wishes) to say for 

" Your obliged servant, Wm. Huodesford." 
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To the Rev, William Huddi^sfobd. 

Dear Sir, Lo7idont April 5, 1760. 

I received your esteemed favours, from Gai^sington of Dec, 
31, and from 0:tford of Jan. f. The former requires no answer 5 
to the latter, I am surprized that I have sent you the same 
volume of I>etters, for I thought I had taken the greatest care 
possible to prevent a mistake 3 horvever, on your re-perusal of 
it, I hope you will find some things of consettuence that may 
have escaped you before, and am desirous you would in your 
progress write down particulai's worthy of notice, and commimb 
cate them to me : it will be a kind of index to me. One thing 
I rely upon, that is, your honour, that none of the said papers 
shall be reviewed but by yourself, nor any one transcript taken, 
but only such particulars as relate to Lhuyd or his works in 
general, and such you may freely use: on this I depend. 

As soon as you possibly can, send me up the volume you 
have, and I will send you down the other j and by the time the 
latter is returned I shall be In possession of the third volume, 
for it is coming to me. 

The History of Lhuyd's Life will be very acceptable to the 
publick : it cannot surely form a great many pages, therefore 1 
should think that if you published it with his ' Lythophylacium/ 
it would figure well, but the compass certainly would be too 
small to publish it alone. 

Any occasion you m^y have for me, I am ready to your 
ordem, and will exert myself to the utmost of my abilities, so 
command me in answer. An explanation of his terms and names 
is absolutely necessary i it would be, 1 think, incorrect without 
it. We must consider Lbiiyd as a man of real learning; but his 
names are certainly the most fanciful and odd 1 ever met with. 

" I have perused the paper in the Philosophical Transactions 
you hint at, it is in No. ^ 00 . I think, were it possible, it should 
be added, for there are not only his explanations of his terms, 
but also the descriptions of tlie bodies (the thing wanted in the 
^ Lythophylacium*) ; but then, i think, the figures accompanying 
that paper should also be engraved. The same must happen to 
two other papers in the same Transactions j one a small one of 
an akyoniuruj or coraltoidf with tivo figures ; the other of several 
very curious figured stones of the SklltE tribe, with their icons, 
but no descriptions. These all would certainly be an excellent 
addition j but how to manage—for the figures to be engraved 
would be an expence 5 however, do yon consitler this maturely, 
and let me know your thoughts. As for the Publisher's leave, 
there is no need of it, for they have no copyright of the Trans’* 
actions: the Royal Society does not allow it them, since their 
Transactions they comminunicate to the Learned for the advance¬ 
ment of Literature, so that any one has a right to publish from 
their Transactions any paper or papers he pleases. If you think 
it not proper to print the papers as Appendices, 1 would Jay the 
following before you, viz. as that paper describes the Bufonii^ 
siliquastram^ 8 cc. when you come to those bodies in the ^ Lytho- 
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phylacium e.g> Siliquastrum Lupinatum, put what he says in his 
book, md then add, this body he thus describes in the Philoso¬ 
phical Transactions, No, 200, and copy his account there to it, 
and so of all the rest, by which means you not only give his 
paper, but you judiciously incorporate it, in the ‘ Lythophylacium/ 
to the very bodies, in their respective places. When you begin 
his tribe of Siliquash^aj then add in some such words, ^the author, 
as appears by the Philosophical Transactions, No, 200 , calls 
these bodies so frona their similitude to a siUqua or pod, tmd to 
Plectronitts^ from their similitude to beaks of birds]' and so on- 
1 have no Lhuyd by me, else 1 would draw up three or four in¬ 
stances to explain myself fully, but hope however this is Intelli¬ 
gible enough. Pray when do you think the work will be ready? 

Thus much for Lhuyd. Now I shall desire two favours of 
you, to get me some Shotover rhomboidal also 

selenUtB of other forms, some large flat Shotover oysters, and some 
Hippocephaloid(E Flotii, If you can clap in some sxliqumtra hufo- 
nitesj and some ammonit€^, so much the better 5 and send 
me up a box of them with all speed, for I want them greatly, 

“ The other request is, that as the seat of the Muses certainly 
fosters some poetical geniuses, 1 want a copy of verses made on 
occasion of a very fine young lady's marriage which is to be 
solemnized the beginning of May, The verses may be about 20 
in number, good ideas in them, and tlie Muses, and Graces, &c. 
&c, all summoned. Have you a poetical friend ? piuy get it 
done: if not, could you not get it done for a small gratuity ? 
Observe, however, let the Poet sign the initial letters of his 
name, and date it from Oxford, for 1 shall only ascribe to myself 
the ])resentalion of it. The Lady's initials are, J. tsvo syllables, 
and S- three ditto; the BridegroonVs, J, two syllables, AJ. two 
ditto, i>. one ditto, and C. two ditto. All this for the Poet's 
goi'ernment. 

In Hearne's Lcland's Itinerary in a Preface to one of the 
volumes, there is an anecdote of Lhuyd's death. I have not the 
book by me, but undoubtedly you will easily get it at Oxford. 
Pray put down Thomas Jones, Esq, F- S. A. fur a subscriber. 

I do not recollect any thing more at present to write you, 
therefore remain, dear Sir, &c. F. M Hacosta/' 


To E. M. 0 AGO ST A, Esq. 

Sir, Triniiij Colkgei May 21, 1760. 

“ 1 am indeed much ashamed of my neglect of your last favour, 
but it has been owing to unavoidable accidents, lll-health, and 
much business. Indeed, my friend, you have but little reason to 
com}ilatn of negligence in your Correspondent, whose last in 
April was an answer to one in December. Do not think upon 
this account that my silence was owing to a revengeful principle, 
for I have a great regard for you, and will obey your commands 
in evejy thing possible. But your last request J cannot comply 
^ Miss Sdvadore to Mr, Joshua Meiides Dacosta. 


with 
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with^ being not the least of a Poet rpyself, nor have I any ac^ 
quaintance vvith the tuneful tribe. Your other desire myself and 
Mr. Budgen will fulfil, by sending you soon our joint collection 
of Fossils, You may in three vvcAs' time expect the publimiitm 
of Mr, Lhiiyd's book, and ]}erhaps see theTinwoithy Kdiior in 
town, Uiice more excuse my neglect 3 and believe me 

Your obedient servant, VV. Huddesfotsd," 

Triinty College^ Oxrnti Jtuie \7t 17 ^ 0 . 

The gmnd titles you ornatneuE me with in your favour to 
Mr. fkulgen are vastly too great lor my rank and abilities in the 
Fossil tribe. At the same time you promise so critical an esami* 
nation of my late poor performance, that I am afraid to venture 
it into your hands. As you have not yet seen it, I send one 
unbound, that you may have it bound up in the manner you cliuse. 
Looking over your former letters to me, in one of them, dated 
l>ec, 20, 17^9j say, * I am for six copies 3 Dr. Schlosser, 
Mr. Jens Gram, John Bohadsch and since that, one Mr. Jones^ 
one each —10 in all. Would you please to have the rest sent 
you, or will you take them of the London booksellei^ ?—a mote 
easy way for you, though not so prolitable to the Kditor. 1 
charge them at 7 ^- fid. bound* and 6s. 2d. stitched. 1 shall wait 
for an answer to this, and then sent I your other papers, for the 
use of whicli T am greatly indebkfd to you, 

“ 1 niust beg your most candid cxaminiaiion of the new Lhuyd, 
othervvise you wifi entertain a nmcli worse ojdnion than you Imve 
hitlierto done of your obedient servant, W^ Duddesfohd.*' 

To the Rev, WitLi.AM Huddbsford. 

Sir, London, June 24, ITfiO, 

'' 1 have just time to answer your greatly esteemed favour of 
the 17 th instant, that I received the one book safe, and that 
1 desire you forthwith send me hve more copies bound, which 
will complete my six ; the other four I take of Mr. Frankcombe; 
for as to i.ondon booksellers, I will have nothing to do with them 
in this affair, but ail I tvant shall come from the Editor or fountain¬ 
head, to whom 1 hold myself greatly obliged for re-editing this 
curious work. What observations 1 make on it, shall tender 
in a letter: 1 suppose it will be some time first, as I am 
jus! now very busy. When you send the books, send Lliuyd's 
papci-S| and let me know how 1 shall pay you for them. Service 
to Mr. Budgen and otiier fr iends. J am, with great esteem, 

“ Your obliged and obedient servant, £. M. D.vcosta ” 

Dear Sir, Trhiittj College^ Sej)t. 5 , ITfiO- 

*' I beg leave to re com mend to you Messrs. Zeigler, Stockar, 
and Clausen, al! Foreigners and Physicians, to your friendship j 
and beg of you to honour them vvith your conversation and 
company, and to shew and inform them of all the remarkahles 
of your famous University. They are curious and learned gcnrle- 
men j ancl^ as my friends, all pleasure shewn them will be 
esteemed an obligation conferred on, dear Sifj 

" Your very obliged servant, E. M. Da cost a/' 

To 



EEV* W. HUDDESFORD TO MR, DACOSTA. 475 


To E, M. DACOSTA, Esq, 

Sjh, Trinity College j Oct* 21, 1760. 

“ 1 am now returned from my Vacation excursion, and am ex¬ 
tremely sorry to tind by my Under-keeper that some friends of yours 
have paid us a visit during my absence, to whom I should lia^^e 
been glad to have paid all the respect in iny power, I now heg 
for your second volume of Letters so long promised me, being 
resolved to publish tny Memoirs of Lhuyd this winter, without 
waiting for more anecdotes, which, if any should come to hand 
hereafter, may easily be communicated to the publick, 

1 condole with you on the death of our friend Lethieullier'^, 
and heartily wish you and all surviving lovers of Natural History^ 
health and happiness. 1 am, 6iC. . W. Huddesfokd " 

To tlieRev. WiLCiAM Huddesfohd. 

Dear Sir, London, June 6, 1763. 

I do not remember when we have exchanged a letter. My 
time has been so confused and hurriefb that 1 have not been able 
to write to a single friend, which I am afraid has incurred me 
much displea.sure among them. My recent employments obtained, 
of Librarianj Museum-keeper, &c. of the Royal Society, has 
emharrassed me inoi'e, and what with cleaning books, digesting 
curiosities, &e* 1 am totally absorbed for the present, and [pro¬ 
bably for some future time - I ihercffjie beg you may enrol the 
plea, and when time admits, I'eceive me again as your cor¬ 
respondent. 

“ Whenever you come to town, jiray let me see you. Our 
Museum here, I assure you, hiis many fine things, and our Library 
is veiy numerous and scientific. I am very hap[>y in my places, 
and henceforward my whole life will be devoted to study. 

Pray how does Lithology thrive now at Oxfordhave we 
manv brothers in the science in your University ? 

‘‘ This letter will he delivered to you by my very esteemed 
friend Mi\ Israel Lyonsf anrl his son, w ho set out to-morrow for 
Oxfiird, to promote by subscript ion his intended publication of the 
Kerij or Dissertation on the marginal notes of the Sacred Text, 

I recommend them strongly to you, and beg you will favour 
them with your interest and friends to succeed in their intended*^ 
purpose. 

“ Let me fiear from you, and know any commands you have. 
At present Natural Hi?:tory begins to revive somewhat in this 
capital. I am working on the prosecution of ray History of 
Fossils, which I hojje God will grant me life to complete, 

I beg further of you to give my most humble respects to 
your Father, and introduce Mess. Lyons to him in my name, to 
beg his patronage, 1 am, with great esteem, 5ic. E.M. Dacosta,' 

* Of whom see tbe Literary Anecdotes," vol. V. p. .^68. 

t Ibid. voJ. H. p. 3^7, 

To 
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To E, M, Dacosta, Esq, 

^*’DeakSih» O^fordf July 176S. 

I received wi^h all the civility in my power the four German 
gentlemen you recommended to me, ! shall be always glad to 
accompany suchj who have a real taste for Natural Hbtory^ 
which is not the case of all you have sent with your name as a 
recommendation* Their acquaintance has given me great plea- 
sure^ and could my office^ the business of which you cannot 
conceive, have allowed me more leisuj'e, I should have been glad 
to have convinced them more fully how much I am their and 
Your humble servant, W* Huddesfoed/' 


To Rich A ED Gough, Esq. 

SiK, Coj^entryj Sept. 26, 176&h 

I received your letter at this place, being now upon an ex¬ 
cursion among my relations. You need not make any apology 
for an application to me for any thing you shall want from our 
Libraries at the Museum, or any other in the University, as f 
well know how much advantage the publick will reap from such 
communications, I cannot, at this ^stance, recollect the con¬ 
tents of the MSS- you refer to^ but at my return to Oxford, which 
will be about the middle of next month, you may depend upon 
full satisfaction as to your enquiries. 

{ write this to prevent any suspicion that I am not inclined 
to assist others in their literary pursuits. Being unable to pro¬ 
duce any thing worth notice myself, it is a great pleasure to me 
to serve under masterly hands. 

Excuse me if, on so short an acquaintance, 1 beg leave to 
hint that, when the "Typographical Anecdotes' are re-edited, 
it would not be amiss to send the sheets relative to Oxon to some 
friend in the University ;—a few mistakes might be rectified* If 
you cannot find any better qualified, to contribute all m hb 
pow'er will be thought no trouble by 

Y"our obedient servant, Wm. Huddesfoko/* 

“Sir, Trmity College^ Oxoii, Oct. 19, 17^9* 

“ The following are all the particulars relative to the Anti- 
aquarian Society, %vhich are contained in a MS. of Ashmole'a, No. 
7083* 7<33* 5* to which you referred hi your letter of Sept, 18. 

To Mr* Stowe, 

“ The place appointed for a conference upon the question 
followinge ys att Mr. Carter's house on Fryday the ij of thii 
November, being Alsou Is day, at ij of the clockc in the after¬ 
noon e, to shew your opinion in wry tinge or otherwise is expected. 
The question is, * Of the Antiquitie, Etmologie, and Privi- 
ledge of Parishes in Englande/ Yt ys desired that you give not 
notice hereof to any but such as have the like somons* 

"" The place appointed for a conference upon the question 
foUowinge, is Mf* Carter's house, upon All Soules day, beinge 

Thursday 
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Thursday tJie seeound of Kovemberj 1508, at one of the clocke 
in the aftemoone, where your opinion;, either in writinge or 
otherwise, is expected upon this question: * Of the Antiquitie 
of Armes in England/ Yt is desired that you bring none other 
with you, nor give anie notice unto anie, but to such as have 
the Jike summons. 

To Mr. Bowyer, 


** Anno D'n 
** The names of all those whke 
Impr. Mr. Carter. 

Ifm. Mr. Doderidge. 
It’m. Mr. Tate. 

It'm, Mr. Clarentius* 
It'rn. Mr. Cotton. 

ITm. Mr. Agard. 

It’m. Mr* Paton. 

ICm. Mr. Holland. 

And 1 left a summons with Mr. 


I Eliz. xljo. 

were somoned att this tyme; 
I Cm. Mr. Stowe, 
lt*m. Mr, Thynne. 

ICm. Mr. Do* Doyley,' 
ICm. Mr, Carew. 

It’m. Mr, Bowyer. 

[Cm. Mr. Henneage. 

I Cm. Mr. Leigh. 

It’in. Mr, James Ley. 
Ckrentius for Mr, Creswicke. 


“ Not somoned : 

Mr, Spilman. Mr. M. Lake, 

Mr, Broughton. or Luke. 

. Per wre, CA. Lailand "* 

" I w'lsh I could execute the rest of your command as punc¬ 
tually as the foregoing 5 but I am obliged to inform you that 
the Catalogue of our MSS. is a very imperfect one, and in many 
places erroneous. On the present subject I cannot find in Noi 
70 f >3 any more than the first article, which consists of epitaphs 
and arms in several churches, all loose papers of No. 7062 , 
which are marked 1137 in our private mark. In No. 7060 you 
will observe an article of a grave-stone dug up in St. Martin^s-lc* 
grand, which when 1 examined I found to be the same men’* 
tinned in 7063, art. 1 . To copy it properly, I must employ a 
better draughtsman than myself. The expence would be trifling. 
I shall wait your direction for this purpose j and shall at all 
times be ready to approve myself 

'' Your most obedient servant, W. Huudesfohd*”^ 


To the Rev. William Huddesfobd. 

^'SiR, 0cL22, 1769* 

I am extremely obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken to search your library both for the Society aud myself. 
The ti'anscript you favoured me with was printed by Mr. Hearne 
in the Preface to his ^ Curious Discourses of eminent Antiquaries,* 
with only two or three variations from you, viz. Garter for Cartet^ 
Parl&h^ for Tithes, and Erswike for Creswkke, Of this last 
variation I could wish to be more certain, as we thereby gain 
a new Member to our original Society. The grave-stone at St. 
Martin's was also printed at the end of Heame’s ^ History of 

Glastonbmy.* 
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Glastoobury/ lu the Life of Mr. Aubrey, prefixed to his ' Anti¬ 
quities of SiiiTey, is mentioned a piece by himj intitled, Archi- 
teelonica Sacra/ prefixed to one of his MSS at Oxford. 1 find 
only two MSS, of Aubrey's in your Museum* vu- his ' History 
of Nnith Wiltshire/ 7542? and another, S073, which 1 know 
not what to make of, unless it be a description of his house, or 
the paristi of Easton Psei's. Perhaps your private Catalogue 
W'ill assist in recovering the MS in question, 

“ Whether the ' British Topography' attains a second Edition 
or not. any communication on that subject will be esteemed a 
favour by. Sir, your obedient humble servant, R, Gough,” 


To Richakd Gough, Esq, 

Hear Sir, Trinity College Oxon, Nov.6j 1769. 

Upon the revisal of the MSS, relating to the names of the 
AnCiquaries, I think you had better depend upon Mr. Hearne for 
a^ceuracy than on myself. The first letter of the name 1 called 
Carter may be G, Parishes is, no doubt, the right reading, yet 
on a cursory view to me it appeared to be Tithes, The name 
Creswicke may be also Erdswicke, 

The MSS we have of Mr. Aubrey's are as follow : 

1 . ^ Architectonica Sacra/ in loose papers, but prefixed to 
the MSS of Wiltshij^e. This is a very curious tract ’ it consists 
of observations on the different styles of church windows, niould- 
ings, &c, with drawings very moderately done of several. Greatest 
part of tliis 1 have had copied, with an intent, when I can get 
time, to give it to the pubJick, with some other detached pieces 
worth preservation, 

** The Essay towards a Description of the North Division 
of Wiltshire, with drawings of tombs, arms, &c. 

“3. A Perambuhitioii of the County of SiuTey. 

4* CoUcctions for an Idea of tlie Education of young gen¬ 
tlemen. 

Bi Lives of several English mathematicians and others. In 
this MS are se^'eral very curiotis anecdotes, 

“ 6 . Two volumes of Letters from the eminent men of his 
time to John Aubrey, 

7- Designation of Easton Piers, It consists of views of the 
house and grounds round it, rudely done, but with good effect. 

" I hope. Sir, I have now answered your last favour to your 
satisfaction, which should have been done sooner, had 1 not 
been absent on collegiate business 3 at least, please to accept 
this inclination to oblige you from 

Your humble servant, Wm, Huddesfobd/' 


Memoirs 
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Memoirs of the Rev. Francis Wise*, B. D. F. S. A.; 
drawn up by the Rev. W. FIuddesford, and 
coinnmnicated to Dr. Ducarel, May 33 3 1771- 

Fmncia Wise was the son of Fmncis Wise, mercer, of the 
city of Oxford, and was born in the house of lus father, on the 
3d day of June, 1695. He received the first i>art of his eduea^ 
tion in New College School, ander the care of Mr. James Badger, 
a man very eminent in the profession of a school master* In. 
JaiiLiai7 iflO-H he >vas admitted a member of Trinity College, 
and in the Summer .following was elected scholar of that house* 
He took the degree of M. A. In i71T» About this period, as I 
apprehend, be was employed by Dr. Hudson, as an under-keeper 
or assistant in the care of tlie Bodleian Library* The turn ot his 
genius here led Mm to Ijie study and pursuit of Antiquai’ian lite¬ 
rature* 111 the year If lS he became Probationer, and in the 
following year actual Feilow of his College. In 17^^ he pub¬ 
lished ' Asser Mene^'ensis de Rebus gestis Alfred! magni/ The 
year preceding this, t'lz. 1721, the Hon. Francis North, now 
Earl of Guildford, entered at Trinity College, imdei' the tuition 
of Mr* Wise, for whom he retained areal esteem through life. 
From this nobleman he received the curacy of Elies field, 
near Oxford, a small piece of preferment f* but very agreeable 
to him. He took a small estate there upon a long lease, under 
my Lord, and converted a small house U])on it into an agreeable 
retirement, by building a good room or two, and laying out a 
little garden, together with a piece of ground adjoining, scarce 
before of any use, in a whimsical but pleasing manner. In this 
little spot, of a few acres, you was surprized with ponds, cas¬ 
cades, seats, a triumphal arch, the tower of Babel, a Druid 
temple, and an Egyptian pyramid* Those buildings %vhich were 
designed to i esenible the structures of antiquity, were erected in 
exact scale and measure, to give, as far as miniature would per¬ 
mit, an exact idea of the edifices they were intended to represent* 
From the time that lib iliustrlous pupil left Oxford, Ulr* Wise 
constantly resided in hb tamily at intervals, and divided his time 
between the seat of the Muses, and the elegant mansion of his 
Friend and Patron* 

" in April 1726, on the death of Mr. Gardiner, he was elected 
Keeper of the Arcluves, and in 1727 took the degree of Batchelor 
of Divinity* 

" In 173S Mr* Wise published ^ A Letter to Dr* Mead con¬ 
cerning some Antiquities in Berkshire, particularly shewing the 
White Horse was a Saxon monument,* 4to. This pamphlet was 
answered by an anonymous person (supposed to be one Asplin, 
Vicar of Banbury), who in hb pamphlet, intituled, * The Imper¬ 
tinence and imposture of modern Antiquaries displayed,' insinu- 

* Some particulars of Mr. Wise have been before given (but not SO fully) 
in the ** Literaiy Anecdotes,” vob V. p* 521, 
f About per annum at most. A, C* D* 

a t ed 
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ated a suspicion that Mr. Wise was no friend to the family on 
the throne. Tills insinuation gave Mr. Wise gi'eat uneasiness, 
he then had in view some preferment from the Ofiieers of State*. 
He therefore drew up in the year 1749 another treatise called, 

' Further Observations upon the White Horse, and was 
vindkated also both in his political principles and aiitiq^uarian 
conjectures by a friend t who then concealed his name. 

Jo 1745 he was presented by Trinity College to the Rectory 
of Rot her field Greys, in the county and diocese of Oxford* 

“ May 10, 1/48, he was appointed RadcHffe Librarian* In 
1750 he published his ^ Catalogue of the Coins in the Bodleian 
Libraiy^* which he had designed and taken subscriptions for 
above twenty years before, but through the smallness of his in¬ 
come he was unable to bear the expence of engravings, This 
work he dedicated to his friend and patron the present Earl of 
Guildford, and in it has given some views of his house and gar¬ 
dens at Ellesfield* After this period he resided chiefly in this 
pleasing retreat, and pursued his researches into antiquity* In 
175 s he printed in 4to, ^ Some Enquiries concerning the first 
inhabitants. Language, Religion, Learning, and Letters of 
Europe, by a Member of the Society of Antiquaries, London f 
and in 1764 another work in 4to, intituled, " History and Chro¬ 
nology of Fabulous Ages considered-' No name is prefixed to these 
performances, but at the end of each we have these initials, 
F- W, R. L* (Francis Wise, Radclifie Librarian*) These, I believe, 
were his latest w'orks. He was after this period much afBicted 
with the gout, and Jived quite retiredt till his death, w'hich hap- 
[lened Oct. 6, I 767 . 

“ He was burietl in the church-yard at Ellesfield, and, by his 
own direction, no stone or monument perpetuates his memory. 

^Mn his life-time he had been a benefactor to the Bodleian 
Libraiy, by supplying from his own Collections many deficiencies 
in the series of their Coins ^ and after his death, hts sister, now 
living in Oxford, who was hjs Executrix, generously gave a large 
and valuable Cabinet of his Medals, &c. to the Radcliffe Libmiy* 
There never was, as 1 am informed by his sister, any print 
or picture of him.'" 


To Dr* A. C* Ducarei** 

"Deab Snt, Oxford, June 15 , ITTL 

1 received your last kind letter, and am glad the account I 
sent you of your late friend Mr* Wise was acceptable* 

1 have been very busy of late, but, as soon as I can get 
time, wdll set about an examination of the almanacks* 1 beg 
the favour of you to convey the enclosed as soon as convenient* 
1 am, with due respect, 

Your obedient servant, Wm* HuDDESFonn*'" 

* The place of RadcUffe Librarian* 

t The Rev. George North, F.S.A. See before, p. 439* I At Ellesfield. 

Letters 
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Letters of the Rev. William Cole of Milton. 

To Mi\ Joseph AMEsf. 

King's College, Cambridge^ Oct 3^ 174?^* 

I rememhcr, when I saw you last in London, you gave me a 
coni mission to enquire of Dr, Middleton concerning the reason 
of the intermission of Printing in this our L^niversiCy, from the 
I'ery first use of it here, till about the middle of Queen Elizabeth s 
reign. Accordingly I enquired about it, but could get no satis¬ 
faction ; but, looking over some books this day in our Public 
Library, 1 met with the following octavo book, printed here in 
1531, with this title : 

' Revel endissi mi in Christo Patrls ac Domini D'ni Baidu ini 
Cantbuariensis Areliiepiaco]ii, de venerabili ac di^inissiino AUarls 
Sacramento, sermo devotissimiis, sacrseque scripture Floribus 
iindiquaq’ I'espersus. 

Ex prseclar^ Cantabrigiensi Academic, an. m.d.xxt,* 
is dedicated to Bishop West ofEly, w'ilh this superscription: 
'^Reverendo in Chi isto Pafri ac D‘no D'no Nicolao Westo, Elieui:j 
Episcopo, Corpons pariler ac animi dotibus longe maximo, 
Joannes Siberch, primus utriusq’ lingUEs in Anglia Tnipressor 
S. P. et observantiamJ 

I thought this notice might be of some use to you in yuur 
design, and ansu'er in some measure your query to me u'hen in 
town. If I meet with any other particular in my search among 
our books, that I think worthy of your notice, I will not fail to 
impart it to you. In the mean time, with my best respects to 
the gentlemen of our worthy Society, 1 am. Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, Wm* Cole. 

■ " They have the same book in the Bodleian Lilirary." 

“DearSie, MiUon^, No*?. 2L 1771. 

** I hope this will find you somewhat better than I left you 
last night j but you must not fret and be impatient because you 
are not well all on a sudden. As I have a pkte of medlars on 
my table which I brought from Dit ton last Sunday, your situE' 
tion puts me in mind of what the Italians say in respect to ihat 
fruity which is brought to perfection and maiuiity only by time 
and straw: ^ Col Tempo e la Paglia maturono i Nespolii' So 
Time and Patience will soon set you to rights again. 

“ I liave sent you for vour amazement, now you are in a train 
of Italian reading, Uiccifirdetto. The Orlando Fiirioso, w hich 
1 suppose you have read, will put you in a train to relish thk. 

first word, or Christian name, in the first of the follow¬ 
ing Epitaphs, I will not ascertain to be though it was as 

^ See the Literary Anecdotes,** vnLVlL pp. 47. 53fl, 

+ See before, p. and the Literar>' Anecdotes,*' voL V. p. 

X The envelope of tbh and the following Letter being lost, it does not 
appear to wbota they were addressed. It was prohablv to some leading 
Fellow of St John*s College, Cambridge—perhaps Dr. PoweJL 
Yol. IV, 11 


like 
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like lliat ns other that 1 could think of 5 for if you recollect, 
the Slone was so chipped and rae^ged, being of a li iable texture, 
that it was some lime before I could make any thing of it; nei¬ 
ther will I be positive as to the dale of the year, or pci son s age, 
for tlie same reason. To be more accurate, 1 once sent 10 the 
Curate who serves the Church, to beg the favour of him to let 
me iiave ha^e the Register sealed up, which I would safely return j 
but tliere was some difflctiltyj and [ miide no fuither im^uiry. 
Rebuffs of this kind to me, who am not an importunate solicitor, 
have occasioned my not being eager in pressing after original 
papers. I have (to give you an instance), on being told by the 
gentleman himself who is now in possession of Mr. Rand's MSS. 
liiat I should have a sight of them, sent by two or three friends, 
and once so lately as the w^eck before last; but 1 find I am as 
fat, nay perhaps farther off from procuring them, than ever. It 
seems very strange that people who will not make a true use of 
such papers themselves, should be jealous of letting them get 
where thev'soine lime or other might have a chance of becoming 
useful. My Collections are a repository where other peoples 
gleanings, as well as mv own, may be found. 

Efdtaphs at VVicken : 

* Oliver' Cromwell, filius Hem id Cromwell, obiit ^ Apr. 16S5, 
annoijue ietatis suoe ^ 20 / 

Close to this, on a free-stone, nearer the tablet 
' Elizabetha Cromwell, de Ely, 
obiit XVI die Septembris, anno Christi md-C.lxxi- 
anrioque seiatis LXxiiri,’ 

** Close to this, and partly covered by the communion-table, 
IS this inscription for Henry Cromw'elh the Lieutenant of Irebndi 
The inscription is on a black marble; but I suppress what 1 have 
wrote on him in my bot^k : 

« Henricus Cromwell, de Spinney, obiit xxni die Martg, 
anno Christ i M.DC.nxxiii. amioq' entatis xlvii. 

Henricus filiusHen’ CronT jun. obiit 4 tu Junii, a® 1609, 
anno set alia su;e 19 Septim\* 

I have sent these Epitaphs, which are all that arc in Wicketi 
church relating to this family, with the abbreviations, such as I 
found them, ^he other memoranda shall come another time, 
prtdraldy to-morrow, if 1 liave time. When I left you last night, 
Mr. Bentham told me ihat Mr. Essex was just arrived. I called 
on him for a quarter of an hour, but forgot to ask him whether 
he had any t^dk with Mr, Waljiole about Gothic Architecture. 
He was so full of the loss of the painted glass windows at Ely, 
which by his account seem to be irrecoverable, that we talked 
of nothing else. Adieu, dear Sir; and wishing you the full use ot 
your limbs, and evci^ other good faculty, I am, &g. Wm.Cole- 
Du A a Sir, MUtoTif ^ov. 91, 1771- 

March 99, 1713-4, being at my friend, Thomas Porter, 
Esq. his house at Hemingfoid Grays in Huntingdonshire, I was 

there 
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there shewn a folio Bible, belonging to one Mrs. Elmes^ of that 
place^ in a spare leaf of which were entered the births of several 
of the Cromwells, which I transcribed, as follows: 

1. Joane Cromwell, borne on^ rMy nephew Henry Cromwellj 
Tharsday the 6th of March It Godfather- 

1605, betw»^ % and 3 of the [ j My syster Hampden \ God- 
clock in the afternoone. J L & syster Fle^ning, 1 mothers. 

2. Henry Cromwell, borne on 
Friday the 22 of 

betw'ie It & 

I6O7. 


, borne on 
Januajy, [ 
at noone, ^ 


shend.my brother > 

Henry Cromwell, J 
My syster R. Cromwell, God¬ 
mother. 

" Si r A nt - Fo rest & my \ G od- 
bro.Rich.Cromwell, J fathers. 
Mrs. Anne Winde, God¬ 
mother. 


3 . PhilipCromwell, on Christ- 
mas-day, 1608, beiw'ie 12 8 l 
1 at noone, being Sunday. 

4. Thomas Cromwell, borne on 1 TMy brother Robert,'i 
St.Steven'sday,Tue3dayl609, >< Mr. Bestney Bettes, V Go. 
betw^i^ 10 & and 11 at night J iMrs-MarthaKnowlea^J 

5. Anna Cromwell, borne the 3 ^ f My syster Lady Anna Cromwell, 
ofMarch,bein^Sunday,1610, W My neice Battina Cromwell, 
hetweene 13 and 1 at night. J L My nephew Si]' H. Pallavicine. 

6. Oliver Cromwell, borne tlie^ rMy brother Cromvvel!, 

10 of May, being Sunday, ( J Mr. Edmund Winde. 
betwiie 9 and 10 of the clock O My neicc Elisabeth Cromwell, 
in the morning, 1613. J v sen^\ 

7 . Robert Cromwell, borne on^ Cromwell, 

Saturday the 19 of June. 11 Mr. Tliomas Chalner. 

1613, betwue 2 & 3 of the 
clock in the after noone. J k 

8. Elizabeth Cromwell, borne^ r My syster Hampden, 
on Monday the 11 of Decern- t J Mrs. Mary Bette. 

ber, betweene 9 8c 10 of the ( ] My nephew Tobie Pallavl- 
clock in the morning. A® 1614. J L cine. 

""I r%svsterE]usay Cromwell, 
Wednesday the 10 of January M m?s.'U orothy Ch)ode. 
leio. betwne s & 9 of the A mv nephew William Baker, 
clock in the mornjng. ./ k " ^ 

10. Richard Cronnvell, borne"j r My brother Richard Cromwell, 
on Friday the 30 of June W Mr. William Cm motcm. 

1617- ' J LMv neice Battina Cromwell. 

In the Catalogue of the Harleian MSS. now in the British 
Museum, is a MS book, thus described by Mr. Humfrey Wanley, 
the learned Libranan to the Earl of Oxford, the then possessor 
of this noble Collection of MSS.: 

'No. 3311. A book in Svo, written by the hand of a pious 
gentlewoman, Mi'S. Anna Ci omwell, who, at the beginning hath 
put her name in it, thus, jinn^ Cromwell, 1656 j and lower, thus. 
Now Anna Williams, 1660/ 

I I 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Wanley making some enquiries after lier, received the 
following account from her hus^band's kinsman^ Henry Croni* 
welk Escj. who dietl : 

* Anne Croaiwell, was the wife of Henry Cromwellj Esq. of 
Ramsey, who was the son of Col. Henry Cromwell, the son of 
Sir Oliver Cromwelk who were all three Royalists; and in the 
year 60, Henry Ci omweM of Hamsey changed his name to Wil¬ 
liams^ being a Courtier | and from thence she wrote her name, 
Anne W^illiams. They died without issue, and the estate of 
Ramsey was sold to Colonel Titus. Sir Oliver was the head of 
the family: Oliver, the Protector, was a nephew of Sir Oliver. 
Mr, Cromwell’s father was a ne^phew to Sir Oliver. He (I sup¬ 
pose means himself) has seen this Mrs. Anne Williams. She was 
an excellent lady I'—In the front she has prefixed this title; 

^ A Eooke of several 1 Devotions, collected from good men, 
by the worst of Sinners, Anna Cromwell, &c.’ 

Article 16 is this: ^ Upon the translation of Upwood Fertst, 
or Wake, from Sunday to another day, by Mr. Henry Cromwell, 
the 3d sonne of Sir Henry Cromwell/ 

The '20th article is, ' My aunt Cromweirs verses, which she 
made on my mother, and all our children: otherwise entitled. 
The Sister s"New Year s Gift, from Mrs. Elizabeth Cromwell to 
Mrs. Mary Price, a happie mother of good children.* These are 
out of measure, but well meant. 

Article 23d is, * Verses made by Mrs. Battina Cromwell, 
wife to Heniy Cromwell, Ksq. Sir Oliver's sonne/ 

This Battina was daughter to Sir Horatio Pallavicino, and 
mother-in-law to the pious Writer of this book. 

Article 24 is, ‘ Verses made upon the death of the aforesaid 
Mrs. Battina Cromwell/ 

Articles 45, 46, anil 47, are, " A Sermon preached by Mr. 
Olofernes Hunt upon the first Article of the Apostles' Creed/ 

^ A Sermon preached by Mr. John Robins, upon Jeremiah vi, 16/ 

' jMr. John Robins his Opinion and Resolution upon his beiDg 
called to take the Covenant; directly against it, and proving it 
undeniably, to be most abominably vvicked and sin full/ 

‘^Article 68 is, ^ A Sermon preached by my worthy friend 
Mr. Simon Gunton, upon Chiistmass-day, 1658, upon Mat¬ 
thew xi.2S/—1 suppose the Author of Peterborough Antiquities. 

It seems that this devout and religious lady, as w^ell as ber 
Imsbandt was desirous of issue, as appeal’s in the pages 265, 
266, and 267 ; 'which God did not grant unto them. Who can 
say that, if they had had children, they would not have proved 
rebellious, wicked, and great afliictions ? 

Noifi, that all from p, 367 see met h to have been written by 
-■^otnc fernale ha nd, di (ferent fI’orn Mrs. Cromwel 1's. 

“ The Rev, Dr. Zachary Grey, my worthy good friend, lending 
me a curivius little book, entitled, ^ The Court and Kitchin of 
Elizabeth, cominonly called Joan Croinwell, the wife of the fate 
Usurperj truly described and irj»rcst'ntc(i I made the following 

observations 
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obhcrvatioiis on it. It ivas printed at London, in l^ino, ISG-J. 
Before it is a neat print of Mrs. CroinwelJ, in a little black 
hood and ^vhile handkerchief, who appears to have been a jolly 
and comely woman. On one side of her face is u luonkey mukin^; 
iijontlis at heiv and under her are these four vei'ses : 

* From feigned glory and usurped tlirone. 

And all the gruarnesse to me t^sely shown 3 
And from the arts of Government set free, 

See how Protecti esse and a drudge agree V 
She was daughter to Sir James Bowchicr. 

** Tliis book having formerly been the property of the late 
learned and woitliy Mr. Thotnsls Baker, B. D. of St, John’s Col¬ 
lege in Cambridge, who had made the following MS notes on the 
blank leaves of the book, 1 thought them worth preserving: 

Liber rams, et praHerea nihil, 

* Several creditable persons of this city [Liege] assured me, 
that Richard Cromwell, son to the Usurper, died here seven or 
eight years before my being in the place, where he Jived unknown, 
and well supplied witli money—that, after his death, be Wiis dis¬ 
covered by his papets. See E. Verytird's Travels, ]k ^S, [at 
Leige] printed 1701 , fol. Sed Qudsre. It will not agree with 
the ‘ Annals of Queen Anne, 171^* 

‘ On Sunday, July 13, 1712, died Rich. Cromwell, eldest son 
to Oliver Cromwell, Anuals of Queen Anne, voL XL p. 3 S 3 . 

' For some particulars concerning O. Cromwell, see Class O. O. 
7-32. Bibl Coll, Jo. 

' Of Oliver Cromwell and his family, sons, daughters, sisters, 
see At hen. Oxon. vol. tl. coL 768 , 769. But Edit. 1721 , 
vok H. Fasti Oxon. ]>. SS* S9. 

'Depositmn lllustrissimte Dominte D, EUzabeihse, 
nuper Uxovis Honoratissimi Domini 

Domini Johanois Claypook^, Magistri Etputis, 
necnou Fikss secuod^e Si-u enissimi et Cdsissimi Frincipis, 
Oliveri, Dei gratia, 

Angliae, Scotian, et Hiberniaj, See Protectorrs. 

Obi it apud aedes Hampton eases sexto die Augusti, 
anno setatis sute ^ icesimo cxrtavo, annoque Domini 1659. 

[Sepulta in Capelin Hcnrici Septimi Westm'.] 

This inscriptioo is on her coffin. In the Fasti Oxonien-e=, 
volp L p. SO. edit. 1/21, it is said that she died on 7 Aug. 1656. 

"" Oliver CroiiwyeU's birth and family, see Mr, Baker's AJ^, 
voL XXXVni. No. 30, p. 259. 

** Colonel John Cromwell, r. Flagellum, or ' Life of Oliver 
Cromwell,' pp. 49, 50, 69. 

Henry Cromwell, v. Flagellum, &c. pp. 57, 1S4. 

Oliver CromwelVs Prayer before his deatJi, was printed in 
the ^ London Chronicle/ of Dee. 19, 3 769, vvhich 1 have copied 
into my IQth volume, p. 82. It is sail! to be in imitation of 

that 
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that by King Charles L which took much with the people, and 
this was produced to gain their affections, 1 have also the copy 
of a curious canting Letter from Oliver to his beloved wife Eli¬ 
zabeth, at the Cockpit^ dated April 1^, 165L It was copied for 
me from the original by Dr, Biddle, of Windsor, and now Fellow 
of King's College, my particular friend. As it is rather long, 
and may not be perhaps curious to you, I will not trouble you 
or myself with it now: if you are desirous to see it, you may 
look at it here at any time, and if it pleases you, as much as it 
dfjes me, you are welcome to a copy of it, 1 think it shews the 
Times and Man better than a volume, Wm. Cole/' 


RogeuGale*, Esq. to Samuel Gale^ Esq. 

Dear Brother, Scrutont Sept. 16, 1702, 

" I cannot imagine why you desire me io excuse your last j 
you cannot think 1 take your good wishes amiss at the end of it, 
1 am so far from it that 1 thank you for (hem, and assure you 
1 heartily join with you In them, though I cannot think they 
might be so easily effected as yon seem to think, 1 hope your 
Catnbridge journey was prevented by something to your ad¬ 
vantage, as w^ell as your intended progress to these parts some 
time ago; and, because I can fancy nothing belter at present, 
am apt to conclude it was occasioned by the arrival of the East 
India fleet* I hope this glorious peace will, for the present at 
least, bring you in good store of business, though 1 fear it will 
not continue to do so many years* Pray send Rymer’s " Fosdera/ 
and the other books by the hrst opportunity, as also the ‘ Poli¬ 
tical Slate of Europe fur July/ by the first post, as usual, in 
several parcels* 1 had wrote to Mr* Hearne about subscribing ro 
his " Leland s Collectanea,’ before 1 heard from you* 1 cannot 
think it at all proper to publish the Epistles, since there are very 
few of my Father’s among them, the collection consisting mostly 
of letters from others to him* How decent it will be to publish 
other people s Letters without their consent wliile living, I leave 
to you j besides, though there ai'e in them a great many Letters 
relating to Learning, yet there are more upon indifferent matters. 

Pray give my service to Dr* Allix, and thanks for the kind 
assistance he has offered me, but 1 think I shall give him no 
trouble in that affair; yet if the Doctor has a mind to peruse 
them, 1 will bring them w'ith me when 1 come to town* 

'' My wife can do no more at present than give her sen^ice to 
you, having been so ill for these three or four days as to be past 
.writing.—Your Dunkirk fever is now got down into these parts, 
runs through whole families, but kills nobody* It has not visited 
us as yet, but we begin to be afraid of its company. I am 

Your loving Brother, R* Gale/’ 

^ Of these learned Bmthers, and their Family, see very faJly in the 
Literary A fiecdotes,’* vol. Vli* pp* 143* bGB, 


Dear 
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" Dear Bhothks, Chester, Jug. 3, 1725, 

** Yours of the 3 i&i of July fouod us safe ami sound here. I 
suppose my last leUer to Mi\ Willis, acquainting him with iny 
intende<l progi'ess, has put a stop u> his wniing* and tlial the 
old Parson of Birmin^haiii bein^ still inter vivos prevents your 
Jieaiin^ from that quarter, Mr, Wasse's* afiaira you have given 
a very good account of by postscript, 1 am much obliged to you 
for your intended visit to Eatonj and desire you when there to 
enquire into the state of affairs complained of j for, by a I^pCI ter I 
received from Roger this morning, I find several of the boys are 
going from the lunise where he is | but, if it is only from being 
more confined than formerly, 1 think there is no great Irarui 
in that. The venison came from Mr. Bray's by the (drencester 
coach j his letter acquainting me with it, came in the packet to 
me this morning from N, Willson, as did the inclfjsed for yourself, 
“ We have had a week of fine weather; and have been at Chats- 
worth, and at Buxton Wells, which we left to the great I'cgret of 
the ladies, after two night's w'ashing there, being tlie only males 
then upon the place, w^hich has had but a slender resort to it 
this year* We took the oppoilunity when there fjf creeping 
upon ali-fonr up to the ancles in mire for several hundred yards 
into Pool's Hole; and made so much improvement from the ex¬ 
perience we gained them, as to resolve to see no more of those 
EUbferranetJiis cavities, which seem to be tornied by the accidental 
falling of the rock when it settled again after its disruption in the 
gi'and cataclysm. We got hither last Saturday at 11 in the 
morning, and before dinner the Doctorf had disinterred a most 
magnificent Roman Gate j so perspicacious are the eyes of a true 
Antiquary I and indeed every thing is so nnich Roman, that vve 
are to have a Roman salmon for dinner to-day* 1 wish you was 
to be at the eating of it* 

I have had an in vital Ion from your friend i\lr* Sewell, to go 
on board the custom-house yacht this afternoon, and helng fine 
vveatber, believe 1 shall accept of it, 

“ Your most aflectionate Brother, R, Gale/* 


The following account of a MS, of Mr. RoGEn Gale, was com- 
iminicaied by niy late Friend, the Rev, Dr* John Caloer, 

Tins very curious MS* is in folio, ^70 pages, closely and 
elegantly writtcu, by Mr* Roger Gale, in whose grand-daughter s 
possession st now (1793) is* 

"" A Discourse of Witchcraft, as it was acted in the Family of 
Mr. Edwai'd Fairfax, of Faystone, com* Ebor. 1621* 73 pages. 

Note, The Author of that Discourse on DaBmonology was 
Mr* Edward Fairfax, of whom Mr* Roger Doilsworth gives this 
character in his MS* entitled, ' Sancti et Scrip tores Ebor.' viz, 

^ Of whom $ee the Literary Anecdotes,'* voK Iff. p. 4B$ 

Dr. Wiilhm Stukeley^ See p* 495* 


* EdtvartI 
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* Edward Fairfax, of Faystone, Esq. in the forest of Knaresbu- 
roug^h, natural brother of Sir Thomas Fairfax, of Denton in 
Yorkshire, Knt. whleh Sir Thomas was created Lord Fairfax and 
Baron of Cameron in Scoilauii by King Charles. Edward Fairfax 
tmnsla^ted Godfrey of Bolleii ont of Italian into English *, with the 
HisToiy of Edward the Black Prince 5 and certain witty Eclogues 
as yet not juinted that 1 hear of. He is accovmied a singular 
schtiUar in all kinde of learning. He yet liveth, 1631/—Sub¬ 
joined are about 100 hgures in China-ink, feigned to represent 
the persons concerned in the foregoing History, neatly drawn. 
Ibid. p. SO. ' A strange Relation of what happened to a Man a 
Lambeth; recotded in Ijittin, by Dr. Thomas Gale, and trans¬ 
lated by Mr. Rogej' Gale, his eldest son, in the year 1710, 

‘ At Lambeth in Surrey lives one Francis Culhatn, an honest 
man, and of good reputation, a Surgeon by protession. He 
\va> seized with a strange disturbance of mind, that held him four 
years and five months, from \vhich he recovered a little more 
than two years ago. The whole is as follows - 

^ He was at first attacked with a great heaviness in his head, 
and took tu hU bed, after a numbness that spread itself all over 
his body in three days time- The first month he hardly eat or 
drank any thing. The second he fasted ten days together, and 
would often afterwards refuse all manner of sustenance, some- 
linies for five, sometimes for seaveu days together; and, %vheii he 
did eat, made no difference between raw and roasted fiesh.’ He 
aievcr moved in his bed;'and passed the first year without sleep¬ 
ing ; his eyes at least were always open, and immoveably fixed 
on the cieling of the room. During the whole four years he 
n:ve2‘ spoke a word, but only uttered some inarticulate brutal 
noises- Neither took he any notice of his wife and children. In 
the mean time, every thing was attempted for his cure by the doc¬ 
tors and surgeons; but he bore all the torture they put him to 
without the least discovery of his feeling any pain; and when 
he tvas given over by every body, on a sudden he recovered be¬ 
yond all hope. 

‘'The Friday in Whitsiin-week lfi75j he fancied himself to.be 
awakened out of a deep sleep l his heart and his bow els by little 
and little grew loose and warm. [These are his own words.] 
His breast was eased of the load that till then oppressed it; and 
at last he heard a voice, that exhorted him to pray, and told him 
after that he should be well again. He I hen made signs for pen 
and paper, and wrote, as well as his shaking hand w^ould suffer 
him, ‘1 desire pmyers may be said for me/ Two Clergymen 
unexpectedly came in, namely. Dr. Thomas Gale and Mr.Petrie; 
and, after much discourse, finding there w'as no cheat in it, said 
the pnwers appointed in the Common-Prayer-book for the Visita¬ 
tion of the Sick. When they Ciinie to ‘ Glory be to the Father,* 
the Sick man, with a loud voice, and abundance of tears, 
broke out into these words, ' Glory be to God on High!' with 
several other express^ions of praise anil ihauksgiving, Jn Bvo 


ACUOUNT OF A CURIOUS MS* OF MR. R, GALE* 4-S9 

ikys' time, his haiidsj and his feet> and his litiibs that had 
hitherto lo^^t their uses, recovered it again. He knew nothing 
at alJ that h;nl betel him during the whole four \ears, and was 
always verv unwilling to be engaged in any ciiscoiirse about this 
strange flisteiuper, being afraid (^us he used to ijay) lest lie slioiild 
wake a sleeping Lion.* 

' * The truth 1 Thomas Gale do most solemnly adinn'.” 


“ ibid, p, * \ Letlei" From Major Christopher Gale.t dated from 
Charles Town, in Ntu'lh Cavohna. 

' My Duah, NifV, 2,’ 171 i. 

f I cannot omit by all ojjijortuniurs to inform my second aelfe 
that yow have still living, in a Brother, the most fait id nil friend 
that ever was, though perhaps by as signal I a hand of Providence 
as this age can demonstrate* 1 v\ ill not t rouble you with repe- 
tltionSj bur refer you to the after-wntten Meinui i d, winch I laid 
befoi'e the Government 3 and shall only actpiamt yon how far I 
bad been ctuicerned in the bloody tragedy, if kintl Providence 
had not prevented. About 10 days before the fatal day 1 was at 
the Baron'Sj and had agreed with him and Mjv Lawson on a 
progress to the Indian towns j but, before w^e were prepared to 
go, a message came from hoiue, to inform me that my wde and 
brother lay dangerously sick 3 wliieh 1 may call a happy sickness 
to me, for on the newes 1 immediately repaired liovne, and 
thereby avoyded tlie fate whicdi I shall hereafter inform you. 

“ The Baron and Mr. Lawson, with thdr attendants, proceeding 
on their journey, were on the of September (as you will see 
by the Memorial) both barbai'ously murdered; the maU whereon 
the Baron used to lye on sueb-like voyages being since found 
all daubeil w ith bloorl, so as \ve suppo.^e him to have been quickly 
dispatched* But the fate of Mr* Luvvson (it out Indian intotvma- 
tion be true) was riiucb more tragyeall 3 for we are inlormed that 
they stuck him full of line small splinters of torch wood, like 
hoggs* bristles, and so set them gradually 00 fire, iins, 1 doubt 
not, had been my fate, if Providence had not prevented but i 
hojje God .Almighty has designcil me lor an instrument m the 
revenging such innocent Christian blood,—On Sunday, Oct. 21, 
I arrived here in the qmthty of an Agent, and in order to pro¬ 
cure the assistance of the Government to destroy our enemies, 
which { doubt not in a little time to eficct, Ihe family I Jett in 
garison at Bathe town, my wife and brother pntty well rccovered^j 
but what has happened since I kntnv not* 1 wo days after I le*t 
the town, at dav-break (which is the Indian s usual time of attack * 
above 100 guns ivere heard, which must have been an attack 
made by Ibe Indians upon some of our garisons, which are in all 
X 1 in number 3 but cannot liear the success of it, though a small 
vcsscJl came from the outpart of our Go^i'ernnient heic ihe ochei 
day, by which 1 have the following new^cs; 

' That, on my coming away, CapL Brice detached from our out- 
garisons 50 men, and in the woods met with a body of Indians, 
who fought them three days, and forced them at last to retire into 
^ iheir 
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their garison. The Indians lost m this engagement 15 men, 
and we (wo^ one of which was killed by one of our own men* 
During this engagement another body of the Indians, being ad¬ 
vised that the garison was weakened by this detachment, came 
and attacked the garison j and at the same time a number of Indian 
prisoners of a certain Nation* which we did not know whether they 
were friends or cnimies, rose in the garison* but were soon cut 
to pieces, as also those on the outside repelled* In the garison 
were killM 9 Indian men, and soon after 39 women and children 
sent off for slaves. 1 his is the condition we at present labour 
under, i shall not trouble you with a particular relation of all 
their butcheries, hut sliall relate to you some of them, by which 
you may suppose the rest* The family of one Mr. Nevill was 
treated after tins manner : The old gentleman himself, after 
being shot* was laid on the house-floor, with a clean pillow under 
his head, his vvife's head-clothes put upon his head, his stockings 
turned over his shoes, and his body covered all ovei' with new 
linen. His wife was set iijjon her knees, and her hands lifted 
up, as if she was at prayers, leaning agninst a chair in t he chim¬ 
ney corner, and her coates turned up over her bead. A son of 
his w^as laid out in the yaitl, with a pillow under his head, and a 
bunch of rosemary laid to his nose. A Negroe had his right hand 
cutt off, and left dead* The master of the next house was shott, 
and his body laid flat upon his wife*s grave. Women were laid 
on their house-floors, and great stakes run up through their 
bodies. Othej's big with child, the infants were i ipt out, and 
hung upon trees. In short, their manner of butchery has been 
so various and unaccountable, that it would be beyond credit to 
relate them* This blow was so hotly folUwed by the hellish crew, 
that we could not bury our dead, so that they were left for prey 
to the dogs, and wolves, and vultures, whilst our care "was to 
strengthen our garison to secure the living* 

' The ship by which this comes is ready to saile, so cannot 
enlarge, only desire my duty may be presented to my deai- Father 
and Mother, my sincere lore fci yourself and Brothei*s, and 
service to all friends, hoping for a speedy answer to my last by 
Madam Hyde, is what offers from 

' Your sincerely affectionate Brother, Ch n. Gale.^^” 

* Tbk gpndeinan was Attorney-General, and Chief * 1 u 9 fiee of Monh 

Carolina ; and married Sarah, dati-rUter of -Harvev, Esq. Governor 

yf Carolma, He was the son of the Rt-v. Miles Gale, Rector of Keighley 
in Yorkshire, whose epilaph, written by hiinseb, is ivn a mural tablet in 
churen; 

" H* a E* 

(Una cum pi a et dovotissima mat re fua) 

Corpus Miloitis Gale, Tr. ( oU. Cant. A* M. 
bujus EccIcm® Rector. 

Qui per aiiucs 4 I 

Innocu^ et paeifn^ vixrt, neniini ininricus ; 

^ Concionando freqnehs ; EcGSesiam Pastoris domura 
in multis on.avit suo sutnptu* Natus in aul^ de Family, 
juxta Leede^, l9*Junij, actatis suas 74^***' 


From 


account of a curious ms. of MR, R. GALE. 491 

^ From Charles To^vii, Carolina* 

^ The Menioriall of Christopher Gale, Agent from the Government 
of North Carolina,— 

^ To the Honourable Robert Gibs, Esq* Governor and Com¬ 
mander in Chief; and to the Honourable Councel and 
General Assembly. 

' To lay before your Honour the prospect or representation of as 
promising a country as was ever watered with the dew of Heaven, 
would take up more time than the present exigency of the affair 
1 am DOW sent upon would give me leave ; but much more time, 
and a hand mot e skilful I would be requisite to give you a view 
of the calamities and miseries of so fine a country, invaded and 
laid waste and desolate by the most barbarous enimres, 1 mean 
the Corees and Tu&karora Indians* 

‘ Although I shall not use much eloquence to implore your 
aid and assistance in revenging such injuries, clauses of that 
nature, when truly stated, being their own best orator, yet 1 
presume I have all^be advantages that may be, of making a true 
representation of tiiat affair to your Honours, being an inhabitant 
of Beaufort pi-ecinct, where a great part of tliia hellish tragedy was 
acted* I shall therefore inform your Honours, that on Saturday 
the 2^d of September last, was perpetrated the grossest piece of 
villainy that perhaps ivas ever heard of in the English America.— 
130 people massacjcd at the liead of Nuse, and on the south side 
of Pamptaco rivers, in the space of two hours, butchered after 
the most barbarous urmuer that can be expressed, and their dead 
bodies used with all the indignity and scorn imaginable; their 
houses plundered of considerable riches (being generaU tradei's), 
then burnt, and their growing and hopeful! crops desiroyed. 
What spectacle can strike a man with more honor, and stir up 
moi e to revenge, than to see so much barbarity practised in so 
little a time, and so unexpected ? and wbat makes it the more 
surprizing, that nefarious villainy was committed by such Indians 
as were esteemed as members of the seveml families where the 
mischiefs were done, and that witli smiles in their countenances, 
when their intent was to destroy. I must inform your Honours 
that the Governors of North Carolina are not in a condition to take 
a full (I might say any) satisfaction on the enimy, nor to [ireveot 
their further progress^ by reason their neighbouring Indians are 
not to be relyed on for any assistance, but rather to be feared, 
thev would be prejudicial in any expedition ; it not joined with 
the enimy, as we liare got>d reason to judge by their behaviour 
both Irefore and since the act was committed, therefore a strict and 
jealous is necessarily kept over tliem by the Government, and 
our whole county drawn into garisons to prevent mischief that 
w^ay, which very^ much hinders the getting men into a body to 
pursue the enimy, w'ho are at present between 2 and 3 hundred 
effective men, and above 1000 women and children ; and 1 be¬ 
lieve your Honours will be of opinion, that it h altogether impmty 
ticable to attempt such u body of men, flushed with their fu st 

success, 
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succebSj v^'ithout Indians wlio arc acquainted wt thdr manner of 
warrirt;^* Wherefore, on the behalf of the Government of Nonh 
Carolina,by which I am employed, I earnesliy entreat yourHonoui-s 
to periiirt and encourag'c so many of your tributary Indians as you 
think proj^er to hill upon those Indians our enemies, whose fami¬ 
lies aj e since fled down to the sea-board between Weatnek and 
Capefare rji'ens, whilst tlwdr men are still ravaging and destroy¬ 
ing all before them, wnthin sight of our garisons ; that, by yonr 
assistance, exemplary justice may be done to such barbarous 
villains, as have laid waste and desolate such a Nourishing part of 
the Lords Proprietors' Country, and which without your speedy 
reliefe will be whoUy deserted. 

* ) f any I ndians are found innocent of that massacre, and will 
assist in the destruction of those inhumane wretches, care will 
be taken to distinguish those from the rest; but I very much fear, 
that ii)?c>n strkkt enquiry, it will be found that the whole Nation 
of the 'Fuskaroras (though some of them may not as yet be aciois) 
was knowing and consenting’ to vyhat was dune, and that the suc¬ 
cess of ihtJse already in motion, if not put a ship to, will at la^t 
induce the rest to join with them in carrying on these bloody 
designs. Besides, the daily expectation of a considerable numlwr 
of Senckoes, whicli ive are certainly informed are conn'ng to 
cohabit with the Tuskaroras our enimyes tliis winter, and bt?- 
come one nation, which in time may effect our neighhoiiriiig 
Governments as well as us^ 

^ I firmly persuade myself that so much prejudice as the Lords 
Proprietors will receive by that fatal blow, the baibaroua murder 
of so many of our fellow subjects^ among which number is the 
Honourable Baron de Graffenred, a Landgrave of Carolina, 
and a Member of the Councelh Mr, Lawson the Surveyor-General, 
with diiers others of note, -will excite your Honoum' compassion 
towards such a country, and hasten your assistance and reliefe, 

* I am, with all respects, 

^ Your Honour's most obedient humble servant, Chr. Gale/'" 


IbitL p. Mr. George PlaxtoiFs Letter to the Hon.Heneage 

Finch elder Brother to the present Dean of York f, 1711- 
' Dear Siu^ 

* This comes to bid my noble friends welcome to St Peter's, 
and to congratulate the happy arrival of the guardians of York 
Minster. This Midsummer Moon has done greater things than the 
vernal Equinox: it has brouglit in the Bird of Paradise, the Phoenix, 
the coelestkl Gold-finches; and filled our Northern climatetvith gay 
curiosities and rarities * the Manucodiosa hovel’s about By thorp— 
The Phtenix is budding at Brambam park—the Golden Songsters 
at the Deanary. Young Corarruvias, a hopeful bird, is going to 

^ Second son of Heneage, second Earl of WiDchilsea j and afterwards 
himself the fifth Earl. See p. 496. 

f Henry Finch, fifth son of the second Earl; of Christ’s College, Cam- 
hfidge; M. A, 168S3; and Dean of York from 1703 to I7t%. 

perch 
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perch 111 the Consistory. Johannes Ocultis is mixing flatts anti 
sliarps to compose an Anthem for the Primate. Cbarellus is upon 
the spur to Rippon to reform the Choir, My old fi iend tlie Cala- 
donian is not absolutely dead j he lives yet by a kind of metem- 
phycosis in little Jenny Wistow j and the old Praecentor in a new 
organ-pipe. Triceps Fit/.-deacon is to be money scrivener to Baron 
Silversides, the Chanceiior of Mexico. Fitz-canon is Archdeacon 
of the Winclow^taxj or if you please, Oculus Fenestrorum. Lagoa- 
toma hopes to rise; and the Inspector to be a great man. Clyfton 
Jogs is to he the celebrated llypodrome. Sl Peter's is to take 
place of St- Panfs^ and John the Poignant to be preferred befoi't^ 
Tom Flatman^ and Crosier of York before the Crabtree Cudjel 
of Canterbury j the Lower House of Convocation^ like younger 
bTOther 3 > to be better gentlemen. The old Prophesye is now 
fulfiUingj * Lincolne was^ London iSj and York shall be.* 

* Thus here is a wtmdcrfui turn of affairs, yet there is no altera¬ 
tion in the Whiggsj they are the same in and ovit of power, 
constant and firm to themselves and principles. Thus we find that 
" Strickland in Strickland Jives, the point is strong ; 

And Catliiie sings the old paternal song. 

John Ijilburn's spirit Osman has put on. 

He 8t|uabble?, roai's, and's mutinous as John ; 

Eats up liimself, in hofjcs of growing greatei', ^ 

Sour as an oat-cake, hollow as a fritter j > 

Compos’d of rancour, pride, and much ill-naturc.J 
Baptiz d at Meribah, the peevish elfe. 

Now chang rl from others, preys upon liimselfe/ 

" Now, as for VThiggs, I have traced them out, and find them 
out, and find them predominant in all ranks and orders of crea¬ 
tures j every part of the creation is troubled with tJwm, and 
you find no set of animals hut there are Whigsters among llieni- 
^ At sea and l^nd, in salt water and fiesh, you have them. 
Thus, Sir, among the quadrupeds, you have tygers, wolves, 
badgers, bears, foxes, jackealls, chamclions, raits and mice, 
vvild-cats, foomards, weeseb, with a multitude of Whig animals, 
' Amongst birds we have vultures, kites, screech-owlcs, hu^^- 
zards, rtJoks, daw.s, carrion-crows, hawkes, jayes, cormorants, 
hen-harrowes, and magpies. 

Amongst fishes, alligators^ crocodiles, sharks, purposes, pikes* 
gramps, eels, w'hales, sw'ord-fi#ifi,» and congers* 

^ Amongst serpents, vipers, snails, adders, blind-worms, scor¬ 
pions, rattle-snakes, lizards. * 

‘ Amongst insects, hornets-, flesh-flies, hcnnals, bugg^, 

warbles, maggots, punirs, lops, caterpillars, ami spiders. 

‘ In the kingdom of plants there alJfe nettles, thistles, hemlocks, 
tarea, quiclOi arsmart, and cockle#» ^ 

^ But amongst men they abound wtRIlt the names of knaves, 
fools, haughty, hypocrites, disconten^d, discarded, sour, ani- 
biiioos, proud, iil-natured, sUly, malidpus, intriguers, cowards, 
whcedlers, covetous, cheats, fiLz-rebyjl=, liars, and surmizors, 

atheists^ 
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atheiatsj and Eiillitidians. In abort, every man that isnyt 

loyal, orthodox, and honesr, is a Wbigg. 

^ But, leaving this sour subject, meiiOTa eanamm. Let us cooie 
to a ianiiliar CatecUisme. How do you like Canterbury ? How 
(lid Bully Rock receive you > Is hia corruption in his head or in 
bbfeet ?' Is his mitre tin, leadj or i)ewter; or, like the Saramitcb, 
Corinthian ? Are his lawn sleeves really blue? or b it only the 
cast of the indigo ? and proceeds from the folly of his laundress ? 
Does he wear the cloak above the gown ? and the precise neck¬ 
cloth above the band ? Is his black cap hooped with linen ? and 
hiS cassock of Tom Dennison’s cut ? In short, what is the 
bulk, staiuT'e, and selvidge of the man ? Is he bigger or less than 
his predecessor? In what climate stands Lambeth ? because I 
am told ’lis always stimmer there } if so, their heads must be 
fiie-blown. 1 congratulate you on your happy fall of prelerment. 
J have had my share too; but 1 fell downwards, as you fell up- 
wai'ds—one from my horse, and another from the horse-block^ 
however, 1 have got a new lively in my skin, if I get nothing 
else* 1 am now a woj se cripple than ever, and am become a 
walking Clogg^, an Almanack to foretell weather, and shew 
changes } however, 1 must always be unalterably 

' Youj's, &c. " George Plaxton/'“ 


" There is a curious Treatise on Military Discijdine, illustrated 
with many very neat figures done with Chinese ink. 'Two poems 
prefixed to it am by a Joseph Ward: ^ Per Josephum Ward, 1636> 
The poem of the same date, April 163Ci, Bishop Midlamj near 
Durham. From both it is evident he was the author of the Military 
Treatise here transcribed, which extends from page 151 to 199, 
when the MS. oddly enough is paged again 131, and so on erro¬ 
neously to p, 149, when the next page is marked 250, and goes 
on regularly to 270 , the last page of the book* At page marked 
145 begins with ii mathematical neat drawing prefixed, ^ Euclidi> 
Elementa, figuris ejusdem magnitudtnis cum libro a Dr. Isaaco 
Barrow edito, 8vo, 1660. In quibus multse lineje punctis notatse 
magno]jere hoc opus illustTant, Per Milonem Gale 7*' 

"" The writing and figures are exceedingly neat* Tliis goes on 
to the conclusion and end of the MS, 

This j^lS. the property of a Mrs* Stables, grand-daughter to 
IMr* Roger Gale^ has been on loan from her for a year past in 
the custody of Dr. Sibley, at the desire of the Piuprietor, who 
Jives now in Glocestershire. It was got from the Doctor by 
Mr, Smithson, an apothecary, who shewed it to me, with per¬ 
mission to copy from it whatever 1 liked in it. 

Mrs* Stables lived formerly at Boxley Abbey in Kent, and 
before that with an uncle of the name of Gale* Her maiden 
name was Jackson, and her mother's name was Gale* 

iVoc* 1, 1793. John CAinEfl." 

* AUuUln;r ta the curiems ivooden Aliiiauack so denomifiated; one of 
Vih^ch is eijgraved i n Gough's Catuden, vol. 1L p* 379- f See before, p* 49U- 

Samuel 
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Samuel Gale, Esq. to Dr. Stukeley. 

Deae Docxoe, Murch 30 j 

J shall ever apply to my much-esteemed Stukeley what Virgil 
said of his great and good Augustus ^ 

' Ante leves ergo pascentur in asthere cervl, 8cc, 

Aut Ararim Paithus bibetj aut Germania Tigrim, 

Qu?im nostro illlus labatur pectore vultus/ 

I congratulate you upon your glorious choice, I admire 
your beautiful disposition of your Laurentinuni, your hall, your 
terra?, and your fine cascade These all raise in me such sub¬ 
lime sentiments, and 1 am lost in the vast etendue, 

^ O beate Rus, quando te aspiciam V 
And now what asylum shall a distressed inhabitant of 
fly tor I must own i have no other resource but the peaceful 
ffiaues of tlie Antients, with whose conversation I am never 
tired, never discomposed; and rims preferring the few instruc¬ 
tive dead to the more numerous and senseless living, how few 
of our hoLii^ can we here pass rationally away 1 Amongst those 
spent thus, I icvercntly place our antiquarian periods, some ac¬ 
count of whichj I iiope, will not be unacceptable to you. 

They have begun the new year witli new apartments in 
Gray's Inn j and for the farther advancement of their affairs, two 
coadjutors have been added to assist Dr, MasseyJ, Mr^ West§ and 
Mr, Tiieobaldll, gentlemen equal to their office, literati and tra¬ 
vellers, who draw well, and are beam espritu. Dr- Degge^f is chosen 
Director* Our great 'roiirnament, 1 believe, you have seen* We 
are now busy in preserving the lofty ruins of Furness Abbey, be¬ 
longing to our brother his Giace of Montagu* 

“ Last Wednesday night the Rev* Mr* Lamotte read to ns a 
critical Dissevtaiioii upon the Keys of the Antients, and has 
favoured the Society with a copy of it. He designs to commu¬ 
nicate several other Essays in that way. The same evening Mr. 
Peck presented US with his " Academia Teitia, or Antiquities of 
Stanford.' Your health and prosfieriiy are frequently enquired 
after by the Members, among w^hom I presume you still con¬ 
tinue your name, as vet shinriig in our Annals. 

This Summer, if Heaven permits, I may pay you a visit, 
view your rui'aL retreat, and partake of your amusements. J 
cannot say much to the country-house you desire me to buy, h 
being too remote for my aSairs. I should be glad if \ou would 

^ Dr. Stiikriev, who had practised nine years in Lnndnii as a physician, 
removed to Graiirham in }7'2S j ^vbere he soon after inarried* Having been 
ordained in he next year was presented to the Vivaraje of All 

Saints, in Stamford. See the ** Literary Anecdoies, vol. V. p. aO,.* 

+ For an pxptanaiioii of these aUusUnis U) Druidical names, ^ee The 
L^etiers to I>r* Stokeley in vol. 11. pp. 

+ Dr. Richard Middleton Massey; sec Literary Anecdotes, VU. 

5 James West* E?q. Ibid* pp. 4d0 709 
IJ James Theohalri, Esij. Ibid p* 417- 
i Dr, Samuel Degge, Ibid p I0l>* 
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send me a sketch of itj and ^vhat land belongs to itj with the 
usual rent: if apprfived on, may induce me to be a purchase!*, if 
the title be good, for 1 pre-sume it will be some time before I 
>hall reside \liere. One would not willingly have such a house 
empty If it Ije any pennyworth, 1 shall not be averse to pro* 
posals. And here I must give a loose to my grief, whilst 1 not 
only deplore your long absence, but the fatal loss of so many of 
our t 5 iHietv, who liave by their works rescued the world from 
death, and are themselves made imniortah O Winchilsea*! 0 
Tain van f ! nauves moj’c flagrant than odoriferous roses or Arabian 
sweets ! the first the Father of Antiquities^ who has justi} 
verified that of Horace, 1 

* Non* Torquate, genus, non te facnndia — 
the last the most unwearied conservator of all that can be called 
curious, both of the past and present ages \ one w'ho trod not 
in the road of common travellers, or was satisfied with the 
tursory remarks of a grand tour ^ but, fired with a noble desire, 
penetrated the most hidden recesses of France, Germany, and 
Italy, no subterranean caverns too deep for bis searching eye, 
nor were mountains higher than the Alps any obstacle to his 
soaring genius. Vesuvius itself, though belching sulphureous 
smoke, could not deter him from looking into its deep abyss. 
Yc sacred temples, w'hat lights has he thrown in upon your lofty 
domes’ your antique roofs, encrusted with mosaic, your variegated 
floors, your 1 ich embellished altars, your painted ■window's, your 
walls adornetI with holy story, your reverend shrines, your costly 
vestments, and youi' whole treasures arc by him all gloriously trans* 
mitted to posterity, while Britain admires, and emulates G/eece 
and Rome. Besides these two illustrious, I could enumerate many 
more whom the last fatal year hath too lavishly snatched from us. 
‘ Annus ille infaustus et omnibus bonis exosus usque hodie per- 
manet/ Beclse, Hist. Ecch lib ii. c. 

But, lest 1 should trespass too much on your time, or, like 
a rising torrent, find no bounils to my grief, I must abimptly 
quit ibis topick, and endeavour under this crush of Nature, to 
be calm and undisturbed j in the mean ■while begging the Divine 
Povvers to guard you against evil men, and against evil rimes, 
and ever to have t he great and good Chyndonax ^ under their 
protection, I lake the liberty to assure that I am your affect Iona re 
friend and very humble servant to command, S, GAtE, 

* P. S. This very last year the Stone-killers have been exceed¬ 
ing busy in demolishing the great bouse belonging to ihe Prior 
of St. John of Tlerosalem extra Civitat. Lond. They have broke 
down all the carved work thereof with axes and hammers, and 

^ fnt>t Daniel) Fintli, fifth Earl of Wiiiehilsea- See the!sc 

Hlii&traOtnis/' U. p. T70. 

^ See the “ Literary Anecdotes,*^ voU Vll p. 410. 

The Dmidical name atisumed by Dr* Stukeley. There 15 a g'ood per- 
trait of him, inscribed, Cbyndonax. Auctori d* d. Observaniise erpo. 
J. Vguctii, Sculptor, 
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have scarce left one stone upon another. Sir Prasuiagtts * and 
all the Virtuosi greet you—more especially our Family. 

Done at Irenopoli^t March 30tii;, 1727*'* 
“Dear Doctor, Co^owia CastnaVi Ij 17^S, 

Having been informed, since the arrival of Prasutagus from 
the of the never-enough-to-be-lamented miscarriage f of 

the incom[>arable Cart'ismandua, this comes to condole with you 
upon so great a misfortune—a misfortune which not only myself 
but all Albion must be sensibly touched with, since* without 
doubt, we have lost a second Ch^tidonaXf or at least another 
Boadicea. It is high time to assemble the sacred College of the 
Druids to sacrifice to the Matres^ to haunt the shades, select 
the largest oaks, and prune the misletoe, if by any means we 
can avert the anger of the Gods, and draw down blessings for 
the future on the beautiful CffrriihMst and Sego^ 

nax^ are both in the Municipiura, and in perfect health j 
has paid a visit to them ; Gordo^iwi^Jb the Caledonian, is going 
to give the Literati a noble jirospcct of the Homan Walls, inter 
Scoticas Pruirtos. 

J have lately made a few rural Equitations to visit some 
seats, gai^dens, Having traversed the mins of Verulam, and 

paid our devoirs to the great Yiseount Bacon’s shrine, I crossed 
both the counties of Hertford and Middlesex, and passed over 
the Thames at Shepperton to Wey bridge in Surrey, and viewed 
my Lord Lincoln's garden there'^*, where 1 believe is the grandest 
terras walk in England, it being 1900 feet long, the gravel walk 
on it 100 feet broad, and the tvvo gi'ass bordei s on either side it 
50 feet each, so that the whole breadth is 200 feet, the height 
from the basis to the edge of the green slope 150 feet. At the 
bottom of the teiTaa runs a fine canal of 1500 feet, the middle 
part of which is cut into a square of 300 feet. The house is old, 
and has nothing in the architecture remarkable, being built of 
brick, with battlements u^jon the wails of a very ill taste. 

One front of it is set oif with a court-yard for coaches to come 
up to it, and this not surrounded with the least walling, but en¬ 
compassed with a great number of large wooden posts, painted 
like stone, and joined to each other with iron chains. 1 his indeed 
opens a great visto every way, and is w'hat I have seen clone to 
secure the pedestal of a great brazen trophy, erected by the late 
Emperor Leopold at Vienna, in honour of the Holy Irinity, for a 
deliverance of that city from the plague; but the posts and ch^ns 
this latter were all of brass, and the tops of cjich terminating 
in a large pine apple i the whole of a most elegant design. At 

^ Probably Maurice JcjUnsuii, Estj. roumler t>f the Spalding Sociijty* 
See the ** Litfcrary AnecdiJies," vol VI. pp 1—'140. 

-p This misroriuue recen tty occurred to Dr. Stukeley’s first wife (Frances 
Wilhafti^uu), to whom ho had then recently beea married. 

J Perhaps Algernon Duke of Somerset. See vol 11. p. 770- 

4 Algernon Seymour, Earl of Hertford. Ibid. 

11 Aleiander Gordon. See the ” Literary AneeJotes,” vol VJF. p. 153. 

^ See more of this, ibid. voL VL p. 1S9. At Qatlaiid*. 

VoL. IV. K K Clermont, 


49S ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 

Clermont, a Villa of the Duke of Newcastle, I observed avast 
variety of green walks, cnt out of a wood wdthoat any gravelling, 
and a prodigious mount finely divei-siBeti, and cut down into 
slopes repi’esenting pai t of an Amphitheatre* These, Sir, are 
some of the amusements with which I now arvd then wear away 
niy leisure hours, having always had a high relish for the plea- 
aui'es of Campania Felix* 

I hope the more soft ailnrements of the conjugal life will 
not so altogether absorb your thoughts as to deprive the world of 
your further studies, but that we may still hope for more of Dr* 
Stukeley^s instructive writing* With all hallotvcd respect J kiss 
your's and your Druidease’s sandals, who am, most worthy Chyn- 
donax, with great reverence, yours, Cunobelin/* 

Deak Sir, Jan, , ,, 1738-9* 

** 1 received your last agreeable Letter, with the pleasant Pros¬ 
pect of your Numierijj which now appeal's with a primitive sim¬ 
plicity and solitude. The Views of such places often excite in 
me a desire of retirement; but when that happy time will come, 
remains a secret in the book hid from mortal eyes. I presume 
these remaining ediiices were only some gi'anges belonging to 
the dissolved or demolished house. This morning I called at 
Mr* Noefs* who was gone out; but I left not only my Catoricws, 
but likewise Father Bernadin's (for both whom 1 have a singular 
re$iiect) at his lodgings. If I was not fully pei'suaded they were 
in good hands, I should hardly have ventured them so far, there¬ 
fore doubt not but to see them again next Chiistnias. 

The Society last Thursday night were much pleased with yaiir 
Yietv, at which were present Mr, Maitinf and Sir Pramtagus, All 
here send their respects; which be pleased to accept irom, Sir, 
**■ Your obliged humble servant, S. Gale/' 


Mr* Samuei. Gale to —- 

Sir, [173* . ] 

** I was extremely pleased with the perusal of your hook§ against 
the long, though pernicious, custom of burying the dead ia 
churches and church-yards, which indeed you liave very learnedly 
and clearly discussed, as well from the practice of the most an- 
tieni nations of the woi'ld, the Scriptures, writings of the Fathers, 
and the ecclesiastical Canons; but git'e me leave. Sir, with all 
respect, to say that your argument might have been brought 
lower, not to insbt further upon the subtle superstition of 
Monkery, which introduced this cadaverous usage into the 
English Church* I’hus was the body of St. Cuthbert brought 
into the Church of Durham; and to this many stately and rich 
offerings were made, at divers times, by several of our King* 
nnd Nobility, all which no doubt were applied by those who 

^ William Noel, Esq. M*P* and Recorder of Stamford ; afterwards Jus¬ 
tice of the Common Pleas* He died in 1762, 

t Honest Tom Martin of Palsgrave 5 of whom see the " Literary Anec¬ 
dotes/^ vol, V* p. 384 ; vol* IX* p* GOB* t The envelope is lost. 

I Qu. Who was the Author, and what the Title ? 
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knew bow to make a right use of them. In process of time the 
reputation and sanctity of St Cnthbert grew so great that the 
shrine where he lay was thought to diffuse a niiraculous and 
divine virtue all around it. Then WilHam de Carilepho % Bishop 
of Durham, desirous to partake of the hidden blessings of the 
Saint ordered himself to be buried near him, who, as the Writer 
of the Church of Durham observes, was the first that presumed 
to lie so near the body of the holy St» Cuthbert. In process 
of time others were found of the same relative honours, and had 
peculiar chapels and altars near their tombs, endowed with sti- 
|jends for the perpetual maintenance of priests to celebrate 
masses for the repose of the deceased. As to the practice of our 
times so long since the Reformation, I could wish it were alto¬ 
gether as free from the remains of superstition, as abuse. 

" Sed dulcia odor lucri ex re qualihet/ 

Do we not find a strange prevalency of humour in some to 
be buried under the communion-table, or in the Doctor’s vault, 
as it is usually termed (in several of our parish churches, espe¬ 
cially in the great metropolis of London); which, as it is looked 
upon to be a more sacred part of the Chiirch, or that they lie 
longer undisturbed, the charges are proportinnably enhanced; 
but, alas 1 how frequent the removes are from this sanctuary to 
make room for new tenants, the subterraneous prowling sexton, 
and his midnight caravan can best inform us, I am told that in a 
certain parish in the western part of the City it is customary once 
in seven years to ransack the vaults under the Church, and shake 
all the bones out of the coffins into one large promiscuous and 
more remote charnery, so that a Hie jacet upon the tomb-stone 
would bejbut a very uncertain notice where to find the beloved re¬ 
mains of our ancestors. What you have further hinted concerning 
the danger of infection proceeding from the corrupt effluvia of deail 
bodies, "exhaled by the sun, or otherwise subtilly incorpoi'ating 
themselves with the air, 1 can give you some instances. In the 
church-yard of St. Paul’s Co vent Garden, which is a large parish, 
the burials are so frequent that the place is not capacious enough 
decently to contain the crouds of dead there interred, so that some 
of them are not laid above a foot under the loose eai'th. The 
cemetery is surrounded every way with close bniidings; and an 
acquaintance of mine, an inhabitant there whose apartments 
look into that church-yard, hath averred to me that the family 
have often rose in the night-time, and been forced to burn frank¬ 
incense and other perfumes to dissipate and break the contagious 
vapo\u*. Another very odd accident lately happened in a clmrcii 
about four miles from London, where a person of a very gi'oss 
constitution was brought into the body of the church on the 
Sunday morning, before Divine Service began j but by mistake 

^ This appears to be a mistake. The monks would have granted 
Biihop Carilepho sepulture within the walls; but his modesty forbad it; 
and he was accofdiugly buried in the Chapter House; all his successor; 
iyiu^ !n the same place till the year ISl I, when Bishop Bek w'as buried 
iu the ohurch, near the bodv of St, Cuihb^rt. See Hutch inson’s Durham. 
voL J. p. I4t. 2^6. 
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of the grave-digger the grave was not made large enonghj so 
that the body jemained above ground alS that day^ and mapy of 
the congregation declared that the indecency of the sights and 
the ill scentj deterred them from .resorting to the church in the 
afternoon, Many other instances might daily be found of the 
like nature, but these are flagrant enough, 

"" Another pernicious consequence of burying in churches is 
the defacing, not only of the floor or pavements of the fabrick, 
but very often the windows and arches of the sacred edifices are 
so Hlled up with odd monuments and trifling inscriptions, that 
the regularity of the architecture and the light itself is too fre¬ 
quently impaired and obstructed j and what is worse, 1 have 
know'll the whole building demolished and thrown into a heap 
of rubbish by digging a grave too near the foundation of a pillar, 
so that being undermined, great hath been the fall thereof* 
Thus fell the antient church of Greenwich* a few years since, 
but by the providence of Heaven, no person was therein, 

J remember to have seen upon the ceiling of the choir of this 
church a III tie before its destruction, the portraiture of Queen 
Elizabeth painted in colours, and under her the following dis¬ 
tich, which having never met with any where else, I shall here 
set down : 

' Olim parva fui Grenoviciim villa, sed oi tu 
Virginis Elisae clarior urbe micat,' 

“ And [bus fell the antient Saxon chapel adjoining to the 
great church of Kingston upon Thames f, S. Gale,“ 


To Dr, Stukelhy, 

Dear Sir, Bedford Rou), May 24, 1740, 

After my thanks for your last kind epistle, this is to acquaint 
you that 1 was greatly rejoiced to hear that my sister had found 
her Paraphernalia again, 1 said that she had hid them herself, 
but could not remember where; but your friend Peck has been 
robbed indeed, in his flight to Melton Mowbray, and lost all his 
cash, I communicated that part of your letter about the urn at 
Durohrivis to the Antiquaries, who would be glad of a drawing 
of It to place in their archives. Your Stonehenge is well received, 
and Mr, Vice-President Fulkes told me he had made a fine model 
of it in mahogany since he had read your book; and it is agreed, 
if you can maintain the truth of your mensurations, the whole 
must be owned a deoionstration. 

At length, the miglity critic has sallied out to attack Mr, 
Wise's White Horse, under the title of The Imperdnence and 
Imposture of Modern Antiquaries displayed,' printed by Osborne, 
Paternoster-Row, the author Philalethes Rusticus f. I am this 

* The rotif of Greenwich Church, having become very old ruinous by 
length of time, fell in on the S8ih of Koveinber, 17 U>, at midnight, 
t The Chapel of St* Mary at Kingston upon Thames, in which many 
(jf our Sanoji Ktng$ had been buried, was reduced to ruins, in March 
l72y-30, by the fall of one of the arches next the Church, occasioned by 
digging a grave. The sexton and bis wife were killed by the accident; 
their ion and daughter were dug out alive. J See before, p* 439* 

instant 



501 


3. GALEj ESa. TO DR. STUKELEY. 


instant going to dissect him at Hampstead. 1 thank you for 
your kind invitation to Stanilbrd ^ but my time will not permit 
ine to take that tour, especially before your expedition to the 
North. Mr. Roger ^ designs shortly for the saitae place. I own 
I was concerned to find you gone to your inn the Sunday evening 
before you left London. I came from Hampstead, and was at 
home by seven, according as T left word, but the weather being 
very wet and cold, I chose to decline disturbing you at your 
quarters, which I hope you will excuse. I shall not fail to talk 
with your friend Dyerf, about the affair you hinted to me, at a 
proper opportunity j so, wishing you and my SisterJ a prosperous 
journey to Scruton, I am, dear Sir, 

Your affectionate brother, and humble servant, S. Gale, 


Account of the extravagant and ex pensive entertainment given 
by the Duke of Newcastle at Hailand, June 4 th, 1741, com- 
muuicated to Dr- Du cab el by his Friend Samuel Gale, Esq 4 

2 Cart load of Fish, i alue 40L 


9G Tables, 

5 Oxen. (N. B. one Ox 
cost %OL) 

SO Sheep, 9 Lambs. 

J4 Calves* 

6 Hogs. 

‘25 Dozen of Fowds. 

8 Dozen of Rabbits, 

15 Dozen of Pigeons. 

40 Bushels of Wheat, 
480lb. of Butter. 


4 Hhds of Port, includnig 
White, 

12 Hhds of Beer. 

1 Hhd of Arrack Punch, 

3 Hbds of Brandy Punch, 

1 Hhd of Claret. 

Burgundy, Champagne, To¬ 
kay, &c. Quantity unknown. 
BesidesVenison,Hanis,Geese, 
and Turkeys."' 


To Andrew CotTSEDucAREL, Esq, 

Dear Sir, 1748. 

“ The little tour Mr. Palmer and 1 took the other day would 
have been much more agreeable, could wc have obtained the 
pleasure of your company; for w^ant of that, I send you a few 
notes I made in our two days' journey, ^ * 

'' August 9, 1748, visited Sion-house, formerly a Carthiman 
Monasterv, of which the oot-houses, and an old gateway built 
of brick leading to the back-yard, seem to be all the I'emams. 

“ The present structure consists of a large square budding ot 
stone, with a square tower ; at each angle the whole is crowned 
with a battlement like|our aiitient castles. There is a spacious 
court in the inward area; the apartments in general are lofty, 
and well-proponioned within j and the grand gallery is UjQ feet 
long; one side of it is adorned with landscapes and family pic¬ 
tures, the other with the spacious windows. In one of the 
ground rooms there is a large and parlicular survey of the 


^ Ht& Brother, Rojjer Gale. j * p. i vt ^ ari? 

t S^mud nyer, Esq. See tl.e “ Literary Atierdel^ vol. \ I. p. 3G6. 

He wa-i tli^cted F. R. S. in ITGO ; and died Sept 1,., JTiK- 
t Mf. Gale’s Sister Eliialeili was Dr. Siukeley « second wife. 

^ hundred 
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liuntirecl of ThistlcwdrtHj in com. Mid. delineated by Moic* 
Glover^ herald and arelilteet, eoibelUshed with the arms of the 
Somerset family, all finely emblazoned. In the map all the giTat 
towns. Tillages, seats, and i}alaoes, are elevated and depicted in 
proper colours, interspei'sed with many curious historical re¬ 
marks in well-designed compartments; the whole is done upon 
paper We saw here also a good head of Algernon Earl of 
Northumberland, some Lord High Admiral of England, 

The same afternoon wc arrived at Shepperton, a famous 
fishing village on the North bank of the Thames, from whence 
after dinner we went down the river to see the famous place 
called Cowey Stakes, on the South side of the Thames, neat 
Walton, where iTultus Caesar forded over the Thames, it being 
the narrowest part, and which the Britons had secured by driving 
a great number of stakes (being young oaks) deep into the bed 
of the river, to oppose his passage over 5 but he by this great 
conduct surmounted all difficulties, and, upon enteiing the river, 
the poor tenified Britons on the northern shore fled with the 
greatest precipitation up into the country. From iience we went 
a little lotver, to view the new bridge now building cross the 
river from Walton, containing five arches of brick over the shal¬ 
lows next tile South shore, and the stone piers are erecting for 
the three arches of the same materials over the auaiii stream. 
We returned back, after the most agreeable voyage, to Shep- 
perton, where w^e were entertained at supper with a dish of 
'Jliames eels stew'ed in the most elegant taste. 

The next morning we feriied over from Shepperton, and 
passing through Oatlands and Weybridge, at about two miles 
distance to the South-east, we ascended a lofty mountain, having 
a large plain on the top, and now called St'George's Hillf, at 
the South-east part of the plain, from whence there is a vast and 
steep declivity into the country. We observed the strong and 
deep entrenchments thrown up here by Julius Caesar. They 
form an oblong of double ramparts of earth and gravel, and a 
double foss about a mile in length, and half that in breadth. 
The banks in some parts of the encampments are yet very liigh 
and entire; but, alas I they have lately dug down all the inward 
rampart of the South side for gravel to mend the adjacent roads. 
The situation is so elevated and extensive, that it cornmands a 
view ov er the couni 17 for many miles round, a place ^ ery j^roper 
to observe the motions of the Britons, as well as to protect his 
army from any incursions before their march down to the Ford 
at Cowey Stakes over the Thames. 

“ This, Sir, is the present state of this noble monument of 
Roman antiquity in our Island, so near our great metropolis, and 
it is now called by the country people Camp Close, 

* See a particular account of this curious map, by the late Bishop 
Lyttelton, iti Mr. GoughBritish Topography, vel, ], pp. 556. 560. 

f One of the last prodiicttons of the celebrated Stephen Duck was a 
poem called “ Cassaris Camp, or St Geor-je’s Hill/' |iriiitecl in dtu, 1755, 
describing the scenes vvUivli present iheinselves from lliis eminence. 

From 
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From Cacsar*s camp we descended to Cobliam^ and thence 
1 ‘ode to Cl arena out j a seat of the Duke of Newcastle* an expensive 
edifice built of brick * j but chiefly remarkable for its fine wood- 
walks* mounts, groves, and verdant theatres, about two miles 
in extent, a paradise in a barren desert* 

An old waterman of 7^ years, living at Shepperton, told me, 
he had often seen the Cowey Stakes when the river was low, and 
that there ai'e about twenty of them still leftf* S* Gale**’ 


Letters of Mr. Da Costa and Dr. Stoke ley. 

To the Rev, Dr, Stukeley. 

Dear See, Nov, 9* 1753. 

** 1 take the liberty to transmit to you the copy verbatim of a 
paragraph relating to yourself, from a letter 1 lately received, 
dated Basil, Sept* 24, 1753, from Mr* John Henry Bj-ucker, 
Pi^ofessor of History in that cityi it is, ' I got a while ago by 
your Rev. Dr’ StukeJey his curious ' Accounts of Eaithquakes,* 
Having had no occasion at all on account of a lasting sickness 
to let him know my humble thanks, 1 in treat you to do it for 
me* The pamphlet is extremely curious, but being the very first 
which builds the cause of earthquakes on the ground of elec¬ 
tricity, I think it wants several improvements and philosophi¬ 
cal experiments, which may be done, electricity being now a 
days the chiefest occupation of philosophers* I myself made a 
deal of observations on that account, whom shall have the 
honour to present to the learned and celebrated author, as soon 
as my health, which is still inclining to a beginning of a dropsy, 
will be entirely restored,* 

I shall write next week to the said gentleman, so if you 
have any commands for him, pray signify them to me per letter, 
for me at the Bank Coffee-house, by the Bank of England, and 
J will forw'ard tliem* 1 remain, dear Sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, E. M. Da Costa* 

To Ibe learned Mr* John Henry Brocker, Professor of 
History at Basil f* 

London^ Queen Square, Nov, 13, 1753* 

1 received* worthy Sir, from my good friend Emanuel 
Mendez Da Costa an account of your having read my pamphlet 

* Taken down and re-built on another spot by the late Lord Clive just 

before bis death* l t 

f See Mr Gale's Dissertation on Cee&ar’s passage on the J hamefi* drawn 
up 1734, ArchiBolugia, ™L I. p,]35, 100. Mr. Barrington has siieivn, that 
Cowey Stakes were placed iu a direction pctrailcl to Lsesar s passage* and 
consei|iiently could not oppose bis march (Arch koIuijj a, vul. 11. 145J; and 
Dr* Owen indmes to believe that Csesar never crossed the Thames at all, 
but that his J^hfftnes was the Medway, (lb* 163.) 

I This never was sent* on account of Professor Bruckefs death, 
which happened soon after*” K* M. Da Costa. 

on 
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on carLhfjUakes, whkhj in my senliment, are entir ely an eleetnciiT 
stroke. I have put into iny friend's hands, to be transmitted to 
you, the second Edition of that Tractate, having my further 
obsenations on the subject, which I desire you to accept of. 

Since then 1 have been attentive to all the accounts of earth¬ 
quakes at iiome and abroad ; and in my own sentiment, 
they fully conhnii my hypothesis j and I am convinced that all 
earthquakes whatever are but a superficial electric vibration and 
stroke, generahy caused by hot and dry weather. The splitting of 
rocks, mountains, towers, and stone buildings, is agreeable to the 
nature of electricity, which exerts its force on every thing that 
resists most. The noise fancied to be heard in the bowels of 
mountains, is only the horrible concussion accompanying it 
every where. The firing of volcanos, commonly fancied to be 
the cause, is hut the consequence of an electjac shockj w^hich 
lights the combustible of the mountains, 

“ I have since met with several obseivations of the crackling 
of wainscot, and the like, for some days before the earthquake, 
show'ing that the earth is then in a state of electricity, ready for 
the shock ; and many more instances 1 have met with, of people 
being sick before and after the shock. 

I had an account sent me from the Literary Society at Peter- 
bt)rough, of a woman who had been quite deaf for two years,^ 
which account I laid before the Royal Society: 

'On Sunday, Sept. SO, 17^0, Imjjpened an earthquake wdth 
us, which in one iustaiit went through the extent of an hundred 
miles. Tim was at half an hour after o'clock at noon, when 
people generally were at church, in divine service. This woman 
lived at Wansford near Peteiborough, and was so religious that 
she always went to church, though she could hot hear one word; 
but when she came to church that day, slie was much surprized 
that she could hear the minister perfectly well, and so continued/ 

" We are to remark that she was well of her deafness before 
they felt the earthquake, from whence I gather that the earth 
^vas in an electric state for some time before, and that was the 
occasion of her cure. 

“2. I gatlier that our experiments, which have succeeded 
pretty well in curing deafness, blindness, and all kinds of reso¬ 
lution of the nerves, would do better if the patient W'as kept every 
day in a state of electricity, for an hour oi- two, without giving 
the shock, that being unnecessary, unless in the most obstinate 
and desperate case. 

''3, The making experiments to confirm or confute our hj po- 
thesis seems iuipracticable, because we cannot foresee earth¬ 
quakes, so we can only reason from the past appearances. 

“ 1 shall be well pleased, learned Sir, to have your observa¬ 
tions on this subject when your health will permit } and I pray 
God to restore it to you, for the common good of mankind. 1 
am, with due respect. 

Your most devoted humble servant, Wm. Stukeley." 

Description 
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Description of a Drawing of Arms proposed by Dr. Stnkdey for 
the Society of Antiquaries 

Marches, 1754. The Lion intimates that generous nature and 
noble ardour which preserves and restores from the injury of time. 
Regardanty he looks back to time past. He holds a sun in glory 
in his right paw; the rising Sun dissipates the mists and obscurity 
of night and oblivion. The field is Partfe per pale* Azure and Sable, 
meaning day and night. The Lion is Argent 5 Sun Or. 

The crest is an eagle, whose shaiqiest sight reaches to the 
gi*eatest distance. He holds in talon a wolf's head erased. The 
wolf is the emblem of devouring Timef, 

Supporters; A gtvlden, as a compliment to the Sovereign, 
who gave tlie Charter, and an eagle Sable. This is in a method 
strictly heraldic. Otherways, for a scutcheon, take the picture 
of Biitannia as on reverse of halfpennies; for crest, an antique 
Lamp ; a Druid for supporters." 


Mr, Da Costa to Dr. Stuksi-ey. 

Dear Sir, Bearbinder Lane, April 39, 1757- 

“ I take the liberty, with the greatest respect and submission, 
to inform you of a mistake in your paper of the Druids, read to 
the Antiquarian Society the Slst of last month ; riz. you therein 
signified that casntero^ is (he Hebrew word for tin, and quoted 
Numbers, ch. xxxi. v. 2^2, to that purpose. Now there is no 
such word in the Hebrew language as emsiteros^ and the word 
in that passage translated by tin is abdil, 1 shall further 

observe, that though the generality of the translations translate 
in that verse ahdil for tin, and ofarei for lead, yet it is very un¬ 
certain, and much doubted, whether the strict meaning of those 
two words be as they are thus translated. 

The famous Calepin makes the word anack to signify 
tin, 1 suppose from the Phoenician word anaehj which is said 
to mean tin, from wdience, according to some, the name of 
Britain to our Island is derived, from barat a field, ancl anuch tin. 

I earnestly in treat your paitlon, dear Sir, for this frecdoni, 
and beseech you to continue me your friendship, which I so 
greatly esteem. I remain, with gi‘eat res[lect, dear Sii, 

“ Your very obliged and obedient servant, K. M, Da Costa. 


To mv learned Friend, Em asuel Mendes Da Costa, Greeting. 

Dear Sir, Aptli^O, 3757^ 

" As niy endeavour in all I write is to come at trulli, and my 
enquiries arc generally in very distant times, I can excuse myseJf 
if 1 chance to fail into an error. At the same time, there can be 
no greater pleasure to me than to have my errors corrected, with 
the same view of truth, and not for the sake of finding fault only. 


^ In the »Lltersiry .4iiecdoteV' vol. IX. p. 4l5/1Vlr. Tullartm 
gests Arms for the Society's Seal; at.d iu vol VUL p 461, Mr. Tyson 
sends Mr, Gon-h a aesi^u fur an Honorary Certificate; and in the next 
letter ha semis a playful banter on his own drawing. 

+ These Arms are engraved in Gent. Mag. voILaXaII. 1 
' I think 
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I think myself exti’eniely obliged to you for your candid 
letter, which has so seasonably put me upon enquiring wherein 
I had mistaken the point I was pursuing* which was to corro¬ 
borate my notions concei’jiing the eai'iy planting of Britain, from 
the first eastern navigators, commonly called Phcenicians, which 
is but anotlier name for Canaanites. My reasoning was deduced 
from that passage of Numbers, ch. xxxi. v, Moses was or¬ 
dered to smite the Midianites. In reckoning up the metallic 
spoils, tin and lead is mentioned ) and the tin they could have 
no where but from Britain, which in early ages, when the Phoe¬ 
nicians traded hither, went by the name of the Cassiterridd 
Islands 5 so denominated from that metal. 

Now, though Moses does not use the word kastiraA for tin, 
from whence the name of Cassiteo'id is unquestionably derived, yet 
kastirah is certainly a synonymous word, and of high antiquity j 
of Phoenician original, as the most learned Bochart argues, be¬ 
cause the Arabians and Chaldeans call tin by the like name. 

The Targum of Jonathan uses kastirah in that place, the 
Jerusalem Targum histarah, the Arabic interpreter kisdir, and 
in the Talmudic tract Sanhedrim, kasterion is used for stannum, 
tin. So Rabbi Solomon, and very learned Buxtorf, expound the 
word gas ter ion, by that of the Greek Kao-<ril£^v. 

U is not reasonable to think that the Hebrew or Oriental 
word is derived from the Greeks, for the learned are sufficiently 
acquainted that the Phcenicians traded to Britain long before the 
Gi^eeks | many ages before the Greeks knew any thing of it >— 
consequently they must call the metal by a name they had fr'om 
the Phoenicians. Now Strabo in book III, w'l'itcs, ^ the Phoenicians 
alone traded to Britain, concealing it from the Greeks. Before 
him, Herodotus professes, he * does not know the Casslterrid 
Islands, whence tin come to us.' Pliny's testimony is the 
strongest proof imaginable in our favour, YII. 36, for he posi¬ 
tively declares, ^ our Meleaitus or Hercules was the first that 
brought tin from the Casslterides/ Apher the Midianite was his 
companion, according to Josephus. 

So that the proof is easy, natural, and strong; and indis¬ 
putably the Word kestirah, for tin, w'as an Hebrew and Arabic 
word, though Moses uses it not; and we must conclude the 
Alidianites had the tin from Britain, and that with these IMidian- 
ites came our Druids hither, and of the patriarchal religion, for 
Apher was but grandson of Abraham. 1 his was the purport of 
niy argument, Wm. Stukeley." 

Qumi S(^uare, Jan. ^1, 1763. 

My Friend Da Costa must get a paper for his friends to sign 
recommending him to be clerk and house-keeper to the Royal 
Society, in pUkce of Francis Hawksbee, deceasecl, to be exhibited 
next Thursday to the Council. The choice is in the Society, 
Thursday se'nnight. 1 know he has very many friends. All my 
corner of the room unanimous : Sir William Browne, Collinson, 
Pamiis, Bake*', Claik, Van Rixtel, &c. Wm. Stukeley," 


ORIGINAL DRAWINGS BY DR. STUKELEY. $07 

List of Original Drawings of Religious Antiquities 
most of them before the Conquest, by Dr. Stukeley. 

‘ Dec. T76S. These Three Volumes now belong to Richard 
Fleming, Esq. of the Six Clerks’ Office, who married Elizabeth 
the eldest daughter of the late Dr. Stukeley, A. C. Ducarel.'*] 
Page, Volume L 

1, Queen Bertha’s Church, Canterbury (L c. St. Martin's), 

2, View of the old Saxon church, on the North side of VV^est- 
minster Abbey, 28 Sept. 17^0- 

3, Ruins of St, Gregory's Chapel, Canterbury. 

7r Paulinus’ Church at Lincoln, i. e, St. Pauls Church there, 
16 July, 1735. 

S. Ground-plot of Wulfingcester, Torksey, 1735. 

9. View of Torkescy, 17 July, 1735, 

10. Whitby Church, StreanshalL 

11. Ramsey Church—[The old part 14 June, 1724]—Saxon. 

12. Radu’s de Stow, Dorchester Cathedral, in a window in the 
Chapel, North of the High Altar. 

13. Antieut Door in Dorchester Cathedral, in the North-west 
Corner, 2 Sept. 1736. 

14. Piece of St, Chad's Shrine in Lichheld Cathedral. 

15. Leaden Font in Dorchester Cathedral, 2 Sept. 1736, 

16. St. Chad's Well by Lichfield. 

17. St. Chad's Cell, on the North-west of the Church* 

18. Ground Plot of Ditto. 

19. Prospect of St, Chad's Hermitage, by Lichfield, 6 Oct. 1736. 

20. St, Chad’s image, in front of Lichfield Cathedral, 7 Oct. 1736, 

21. St. Kyniburga's Shrine in Castor Church, 10 Sept. 1737* 

22. View of St. Wilfrid's Monastery, Ouudle, 26 Aug. 1735. 

23. Another, 

24. lire Room where he died. 

25. West View of St. Wilfrid's Monastery, 25 Aug. 1735. 

26. Section of St. Sepulchre's Church, Northampton (on the 
inside), 8 May, 1733. 

27^ Stukeley Church, Bucks (Saxon). 

28. Guy's Imaged, in Guys Cliff Chapel. Godiva and Lcofiic, in 
Trinity Church, Coventry. 

29. View of Guy Cliff Chapel, by Warwick, 7 July, 17^5. 

30. Alwyn's Head, Founder of Ramsey Abbey, 

Jb^ S. William, Archbishop of York. 

31. Church of St. Sepulchre, at Noithamptoii, S May, 1733. 

32. The antieut Church at the Devizes (Saxon). 

33. Lord Turketyls manor at C^tenhani, 28 Aug. 173h 

34. St, Wilfrid's Cathedral at Leicester, 

35. St, Owin's Cross at Hadenham : 

-f LVeeM ^ TV A' * OVIO' 

DA ■ Devs * ET . ReQVlK' 

AMEN, 

V Etigrwved, from a mme recent drawing Uy Carter, in ** liibliutliccA 
l'(>pogra p h ica Bri tannic a,” No. X 11 . 
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Saxon- 


Page. 

36, 37. Two Views of St Audry s Church at Ely- 
38* St. Audry’s Closet* 

39. The East end of her Church. (St Tibba's Shrine at Eye 
Hall, 3^ June, 1736. Loose dmwings at the North-west 
corner of ihe Church, without), 

40* An outward view of the East end, and of her Closet* 

41. The Historical carving on the North-west pliSar* 

42. ---North-east pillar* 

43 ^ --- East by North, 

44 .-Hast by South. ^Saxon. 

45 _ —--— South-east^ 

45 ^-—-South-west* 

47 ^--West by South* 

43 _-—-- South-west by West, 

49 * St. Audry’s bust from a sculpture there, 14 Sept. 1737 (Saxon), 
Ib* King Egfnd of Northumberland, her 2 d husband, from 

sculptures on the Ian thorn, 

50. St. Wilfrid's bust from a sculpture in Ely Minster* 

Ih. St. Hunas* 

51. Swennas S, Audiy's Maid, 

Ib. S. Owins, her husband's steward. 

52* 'rhe outside of St, Audry's Slirine, 

53* The inside. 

54, Ground Plot of Pythagoras' School, Cambridge* 

55 , View of that building, 26 May, 1736 . 

*56* Priory of Dover, 7 Oct. 1722. 

Ib. Appearance of Dover in Caesar's time. 

57 * Dunstable Church, Sept* 11, 1722 (partly Saxon). 

58. Holbech Church, Aug. 26, 1722, 

59. Prospect on the Roman Road by Grantham, 2 July, 1729* 
60* Abury Church, Wilts. 

61* Inside of Duke Humphrey's tomb, St* Alban's* 

Ib. King Oflk's picture, 

62, St. Alban's Gate House. Font. 1717^ 

63* Abbot Frederick's and Abbot Ramrygg's brass mono merits* 

64. Prospect of Vaudy Abbey, 12 July, 1736* 

65* Brass Monuments in St. Alban's Church* 

66- The Abbot’s Lodging, Glastonbury. 

67* Kitchin, Torr* 16 Aug. 1723. 

65, Episcopal Palace at Ely, 23 July, 1741* 

69. Prince Toudbeil's Head, St* Owin’s Head, St* Owin's Church 
by Ely, i* e. Wingford Church* 

70 * Sculpture on the South-w^est pillar In Ely Minster, 22 July, 
1741 (Saxon)* 

71 . Roman Camp at And rev .Causey* 

72 * View of Little DryfFeild, Yorkshire, where King Alkfryd is 
buried- 

73 . King Alkfryd s Head, and Queen Kynihurga's there, ou the 
North Door of tlie Church, ujider the Arch, 2 July, 1740. 

74 . Great DvylFcild Church* Paulinus s Effigiea- 

75 . 


St. 
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Page* 

75. St* John BapMsrs Altar* 

76* The Church door at Gtidmiindham, Yorkshire^ of Paulinus' 
building, 1 July, 1740, 

77. The Baptistery and Font there, 1 July, 1740, 

7S* South side of Tikencote, July 20, 1731,“! 

79* North side, I 

80. North-east view of it. t 

81* East end of it* ^ Saxon* 

82* Entrance into the Choir* 

83* Inward view* 

84. Ground Plot of the Choir- 

85. Section. 

86. St, Wyburga, St* Hivey—Tn the Choir windows at Burton 
Latimer* Northampton* 

87* St, Kynibiirga, St. Kiniswitba, from a painting on their 
coffers in Castor Church* 1739* 

88. Wulstan* Archbishop of York. 7 Minster* 

16, Elfgar, Bishop of EJmham, J 

69. Door of St, Owin's Church, at Win ford, 24 July* 1741. 

J6* Careby Church Porch, by Stamfoid* 

90. St. Leonard by Stamford. 

91. BeckeCa Chapel, Peterborough, built temp* Hen* H* A. D. 
1177* by Benedict Abbot* 8 June, 1748* 

92. Choir of Bytham Church (1734), 3 Dee. 

93* Market-place at Rippon (17^^)? 14 Sept* 

95. Inside of Southwell Minster (1734)* 17 Sept. 

96. Ground Plot of the Abbey of Lesnes in Earith. 

97. Remains of the Chapel of Lesnes at Erith (1752, Oct. 9,) 
98- Larger view of the Shrine in St* TLbba s Cell. 

99. St* Tibba^s Cell on the North-west angle of the Church at 

Ryehall, by Stamford* ^ , x:- n 

Sanctus Oswaldus Norlhumbriae Rex in vitro picto apud Fr. Peck, 

14 Aue:* 1740. ^ 

Ground Plot of St* Wilfrid^s Monastery at Oundle.^ 

St, Wilfred from a Sculpture in Ely Minster, 1736, 

Gretford Church, 

Painted Glass af St* Peter’s, Stamford* 

South Door of Essenden Church* near Stamford, 173o* o May 
Effigies of St. Wilfrid in the South window of the South transept 

of York Minster* c* .u c 

Sanctus Berinus, in painted glass in the window South of the 

High Altar at Dorchester* 2 Sept, 1736, * 1 1 

St. Mildred* Princess of England, Foundress of Nuns m England, 


about A* D* 600., ^ . 

St.Brigida Scota*fundatrixCanonissararumRegulanum ^Augus- 
tini in Scotia* Hibernia* Anglia, et Belgio* circa A-D, 615. 

St*Pea(ia,froman old MS. painting of WalterdeWhittlesea^coloured* 

Wolter, King of Mercia, a statue in the gate of the Palace, 
Peterborough. 

Wulfere* from an old MS. painting of Walter de Whittlesea. 
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St* Etheh'edj from an old MS. painting' of Walter de Whittk^ea, 
coloured. 

St. Kyniburga, Abbess of Castor, from ditto, coloured. 

St. Kyniburga, in the Palace Gate, Peterborough. 

St. Kyniswithaj from an old MS. painting of Waiter de Whittlesea. 

Lord Tut'ketyll, Eortl of a Manor in Cotenham, which he gave 
to Croyland Abbey, from a sculpture in Cotenhatn Church, ‘24 
May, 1736, coloured. He was I^ord Chancellor to King Edi’cd. 

Gilbert, S. T. P. monk of Croyland, who read I.ecture3 in Cam¬ 
bridge, A. D. H09, from a sculpture in Cotenham Church, 
24 May, 1736. 

Elsin, Abbot of Peterborough. 

Andrew, Abbot of Peterborough, from his monument in the 
Abbey Church there. 

Martin dc Bee, Abbot of Peterborough, from his monument in 
the Abbey Church there. 

John de Sais, Abbot of ditto, from ditto. 


The Second Volume contains Civil Architecture. 

Map of Cambridge, 17 April, 1704. 

Sir Francis Leycester s Seat at Tabley, Cheshire, 1711 ^ 

Map of the Fens in Lincolnshire. 

Whaddon Hail, Bucks, the seat of Browne Wilhs, Esq. 

The Conduit at Cambridge, founded by Thomas Hobson, Aug. 

21, 17S2. 

The Town Hall, ibid, founded by ditto. 

A view in Newark, Sept. 7, 1722. 

Bridge at Leicester. 

Prospect of Claremont, Sept. 20, 1722. 

Monument set up at Lansdown near Bath, 17 July, 1723. 

A view of Bath, 20 July, 1723. 

The Ruins of Glastonbury Abbey, Aug. 17, 1723. 

View from Harnham Hill, Aug. 26, i723. 

Prospect from Wilton Park. 

Winchester and Chichester Croces, Sept. 10, 172.3* 

View of Portsmouth, 11 Sept. 1723. 

The spring head by Uffington meadows, which Air. John Stukeley 
(Dr. Stukeley's granclfather) made and set round with Uees, 
II July, 1724. 

Prospect of Stanford from the London Road, July 13, 1724. 
Fereby Sluice, alias the confines of Hell, July 24, 1724. 

A building adjoining to John of Gauni’s Palace at Lincoln, 26 
July, 1724. (Antient,) 

Antiquity Hall, near the Ruins of Ruleigh Abbey, Oxford, 
S Sept. 1724. 

View of Blenheim Castle, from Rosamond's bower. Sept. 9, 1724. 
Cyngetoris Regis Palatium, 13 Oct. 1724. 

The Hall ami Ruins of the King's Palace at Eltham, 17 Oct. 1724. 
Mr. Stephens's House (the Hiitoriographer) at Edmonton. 
Tothill Castle by Dunstapie, 4 July, 1725. {Roman Camp.) 
Prospect from the top of Stafford Castle, July 17, 1725. 

Prospect 
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Prospect of Tutbury Castle, Jaly 20, 

The Cascade at Chatsvvorth, July 20, 17^5* 

Pool's Hole in Derbyshire, 26 July, 17S&* 

Prospect of Bustou, 27 July, 1725- 

Ditto of Stafford Castle, founded by Edward the Elder, 

Prospect of Kendale Church and Castle, from Kirkbarrow Hill, 
Aug. 14, 1725- 

The Seat of Roger Gale, Esq,—Venusii BriganUiui Regis Pala- 
tium, 13 Sept. 1726. 
llobinhood's Well, 2 Sept. 1725. 

Eobinhood's Gi'ave, drawn by Dr. Johnston- 
A Grotto at Woburn Abbey, designed by Inigo Jones. 
Tickenhall, nearBewdiey, built by Hen- VIL (Antienl boikUng.) 
Boston Cross. 

Celia ft-atns Johi's Mun*ay ordinis Eremitamm apud Sacomb, 


6 June, 1726. ^ \ 

The Remains of Nocton Priory, 31 Aug. 1727- (Sir R. Ellyss.) 
The Seat of Thomas Williamson, gent, at Allington, 22 Dec. 1727- 
Two Views of Averham Park House, July 24, 1/2S. 

Prospect of the Cascade and Gardens of Hough, the Seat of 
Edward Payne, Esq. 9 Nov. 172S- 
View of Asserby, Sii' Francis Whichcotes, 16 July 1730. 
Cotenham, 19 May, 1731- 
Prospect of Whittlesey Mere, S June, 1733 , 

Gatehouse of Vaudy Abbeyv 4 July, 1735- 
Two Views of Grimsthorpe Park- 
Aftenvards five Views of the Gardens- 

Fokingham Castle, the antient Seat of the Lacys,' 15 July, 1735. 
Toft Chapel, 13 Sept. 1735- (Saxon,) 

Edmond Weaver^s Uraniburg, 16 Oct. 1735 (originally an Her¬ 
mitage with a Chapel), . , 

A single stone window, from St. Tibbas Chapel, 22 June, 

Ditto in Harding of RyhalUs House. 

A Cellar in the Manor House at Rye Hall, 


1736. 


Very antient. 


Parcel of the said Manor House- 
Mr* Warburton's, at Brent Broughton- 
View of Boughton Garden, 5 Oct* 1706, from the House. 

View in the Park of Barington House, 31 Aug. 1736- 
Burton House, the Seat o^f the family of Bacon (Northampton¬ 


shire), 6 Sept, 1736 . -Tk c? t T » 

A House at Castor, by Peterborough, inhabiM by Dr. btukeley s 

ancestors, 1737- ,, , , 

Garden Front of Sir Roliert Walpole's House at Houghton, 2-> 


July, 1740. 

The Mausoleum in the Garden at Boughton. 

Lord Gainesborough's Cascade in Exton Park, 26 June, 1/44- 
Five other Views of the Cascade, Bridge, Mausoleum- &c- at 
Boughton, the Duke of Montague's Seat, in 1744. 

Two Views of the Paiterre and Grand Avenue at Wimpole Hall, 
S Oct. 1747 . 

View of Boughton House, 8 Oct- 1748- 
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Cambridge, 8 Aug. 1*54, View to Clare Hall and King’s College. 
Impington Garden, 8 Aug. I 

Seat of William Pearson, Esq. at Stokesley, from the West, 
^6 Oct. 1754. 

Stokesley at a distance, and Ownsbiiry Hill, 26 OcL 1754. 

"" T'he Third Volume contains a great number of Original 
Drawings of Roman Antiquities in Britain by Dr. Stiikeley j and 
among them several tessekted pavements, never yet published. 

A. C. Ducarel.” 

Of the unremitting attention of Dr. Stukeley to Antiquarian 
jmi'suits, the preceding List bears ample testimony j and 1 have 
myself a curious Colleclion of his Drawings, intended for a His¬ 
tory of Druidism, and consisting of Druids, Druldical Customs, 
and British and Roman Warriors j in the back-ground of one of 
which is a neat little landscape, which he calls A View out of 
my Study Window, Ormond-street, 2 doors West of Powis House. 
The View presents the scite of my house and grounds at Kentish 
Town, which I purchased 40 years after/' J. N.] 


Rev. Dr. Thomas Hunt* to Mr. Ames. 

Dear Sir, Shir burn Castle^ Jnl^ 9, 1740. 

I had the favour of your kind letter of the 14th of last month, 
xvhich needed no apology to me, who am always glad to hear 
from the curious and inquisitive. 

i cannot think your Jews have got so great a booty, as they 
imagine, in their Pentateuch, it being, as 1 conceive, too modern 
to be of any authority, and consequently of any great use. 

The title-page of Robert Wakfeld’s book, which consists 
of 115 pages, 4to, Is as follows; Roberti Wakfeldi sacrarum 
l/iterarum Professor is ex.imij da laudibm et utilitate tilum lin¬ 
gua rum ArabicjE, Chaldaica;, et Hcbraicie, atq* kliDmatibiis 
Hebraicis quee in utroq' testamento inveniuntur. Londini apufl 
Winandum de Vorde/ It is dedicated to King Henry VHI. At 
the head of the Dedication the author styles himself Batchelor 
of Divinity, and Chaplain and Comtier to the King, It con¬ 
cludes, ^ Explicit Oratio de laudibus tnurn linguarum Canta- 
biigise habila, anno Dbn m.d.xxiiii.' The Hebrew is often 
expressed in its projier character 5 the Ambic almost ahvays; 
but the letters are very rude aud imperfect. 

The next book, entitied, ‘ Koster, seu Fragmentum codicis 
Wakfeldi/ &c. is a small tract in 4to concerning tlic Question, 
' Whether it be lawful to marry a Fraor Brother's 
It concludes thus, ' Tho. Berthelefe Regius Impressor cxcudebat.' 
Without a date- for the date 1527, mentioned in the Oxford 
Cataiogue, is not the date of the Printing, but the date of two 

# Of this vpry learruftl OrjeDtaM=t, a satUfactOiy mf^raoir will be found 
In Bio^rAphical OicLionary ; and several detached partietilarfi 

may also be seen in the *' Literary Aneedides,’'' vol M. pp. l£)0i 557- 

letters 
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letters at the end of the book^ which the CompJfei^ of the Cata¬ 
logue seem to have nmtakeo for the time of Printing, 

The title of the first of these letters jSj ' The copie of a Lettre 
wrytten unto the Kinges Highnes, by Mayster R, Pace^ Duane of 
Pouies, the yere of our Lorde m*ccccc,xx\’ii/ 

The title of the second " The eopie of a Letter wrylten unto 
the Kinges HighneSj by Master R. Wakfeide, Chapekyne unto his 
Grace* the yere of our Lorde mxcccc.xxvii/ 

It is bound up with another book of much the same size, 
entitled, Gravissimae atq’ exactissimse illiistrissiinarum totius 
Italise et Gallise Academiarmn censurae—de vcrltate illius propo- 
sitionis, videlicet, quod ducere relictam fratris mortui sine liberis 
ita sit de jure divino et natiirali^ ut nullua Pontifex super hujus- 
modi matrimonib contracts s sive contrahendis dispensare possit/ 
This last book was formerly imperfect, but is now com¬ 
pleted by four MS leaves in a fair hand, at the bottom of the 
last of which leaves are subjoined the following words, ^ 

* Impress. Londini, in officin^Thomoe Berthcietb Impress. 
Mense Aprili, an. D*ni mdxxx/ 

As these two books are upon the same subject, and printed 
by the same pemtm, it b probable they were printed in the same 
year, viz, 1530* the date of the first; especially as the letter 
likewise and manner seems to be the same. 

The title-page of Palsgrave*s book, which is a very thick 
4to, or mther a short folio* is, 

' Lesclarcissement de la Langue Francoyse compost par malstre 
Jehan Palsgrave Angloys netyf de Londres & gradud de Paris. 

NEQUE 1. LUMA . PER . MOCTEM, 

M O 
P 

Anno Verbi incarnati m.d.xxx/ 

Then follows, * An Epistell to the Kynges Grace' [Heft.VIIL] 
After the Epistle follows King Heoiy's Patent to the author, the 
title of which is, ' The copy of the Kynge's Grace's Privilege, 
graunted unto the author for y< space of sevyn yeres.' Then a 
Recommendatory Epistle by Andrew Faynton, scholar to Pals¬ 
grave, ‘ to his late scole felovves, the ryght noble and excellent 
yong ge'tilmen, my Lorde Thomas Howarde, my Lorde Gemide, 
and Maister Charles Blont, sonne and hey re lo y® Lord Montioye. 

In the last page there is a coat of arms j the crest a sort 
of an eagle* over which is thb motto: 

^ ElEN TOST BEKIg/ 

“ It concludes, * Thus endeth this booke called Lesdarciase- 
ment de la langue Francoyse, whiche is very necessarye for all 
Buehe as intende to learne to speke trewe Fre’che. The Im- 
])rintyr!g fynysshed by Johan Haukyns the xviii daye of Jiilv. 
The yere of our Lorde God irfccccc and xxx.' 

“ It goes through all the Parts of Speech in order, and treats 
of them very largely. 

VoL. IV. 


Ll 


“ Thg 
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The other bookj viz. * Liber Festival is by Richard Pynson, 
I overlooked in my hurry j but 1 will get you an account of it 
when I go next to Oxford, 

'' Your List of English Printers is universally approved of, as a 
good expedient to peifect the account you are preparing j but 1 
do not know any body of curiosity enough that way to be of 
any great service to you, but the two librarians, Mr. Fisher^ and 
Mr. Wiset? wbo would, 1 dare say, be glad to forward your un- 
deitaking, I know Mr. Wise has been consulting books in the 
Library for that purpose. I heartily wish you success in this and 
every other design ; I sincerely condole with you on the death 
of Mr. Baker of Cambridge} and am. Sir, 

Your very affectionate humble servant, Tho* Hunt.*’ 


The ^ Statutes of the Stannary, printed at Tavestoke, A. D, 
1534/ The size a small quarto, nearly the same with the trans¬ 
lation of Boethius, printed at the same place A. D. 15^5. The 
types I take to be the same with those made use of in the text 
of Boethius. 

Foh 1. Under an escutcheon (England and France quarterly.) 
' Here foloyth the confirmation of the Charter perteyninge to all 
the tynnei's wythyn the cou'tey of Devonshyrc, wyth there 
statutes also made at Crockery ntorre, by the hole asse’t and con¬ 
sent of al the sayd tynnei's. Yn the yere of the reygne of our 
Sovcrayne Lord Kynge Henry the viij, the second yere/ 

FoL ult. ^ Here endyth the Statutes of the Stannary, hii'' 
prented yn Tavystoke yc xx day of August, the yere of the reygne 
of our Soveryne I^ord Kynge Henry y® VllL the xxvi yere. 

* God save the Kyng/ 

“ The book, consisting of ^6 leaves, is in the possession of the 
Rev. Joseph Sanford B. D. Fellow of Baliol College. 

* Ad Nob. & doctiss. Virginem 
Elysabetham Johan NAM Westoniam anglam, 
Epigrammata Georg ii Carol idee k Carlsperga, &c- 
PoetsB Csesarei/ 

" Ne vacet uUa tuis pagella, Johanna, HbeIJis; 

Adjice nostra tuis carmina carminibiis. 

Si Lector fact! causam volet; omnia dices 
Carolidae mea sunt et niea Carol idee. 

Ssepe movent stulti pro carmine bella Poetee, 

At nos tram einilget carmen amicitiam. 

* Rev. Henry Fisher, of Jesus College, Oxford ^ M. A, 1?IT| and 
Register of that Univenty. He died in 1761. A portrait of him ii given 
by Hogailh in his Print called The Lecture/' 
t Of whom see before, pp. 433- 47£)- 
t Of whom see the Literary Anecdotes/* vol. VH. p. 670. 
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L Typograpliia 

Anno Christ! 1449> die 2 Januarii ab 
Johanne Gattenbergero Stras^burgensb 
Moguntlae excogiiata- 

Mira typis Llbros ars qVa CeLerl eXCUat aCTV 
GVttenbergerl genlo est InVenta Johannls, 
Divinum coelo demissam mmius ab alto, 

Quo melius nil pnma tulit, licet aurea niultis 
NominibuSj postrema nihil simile adferet setas. 

I Hi debemus nostra otia, Ubem cuiis 
Otia solicitis ^ nam quas nos tempora Musis 
(Seu meditando aliquid, seu scripta aliena legendo) 
Nod ingrata danius, per deb ant ilia Pr;ores 
Longa exscribendis ducentes taedia chariis, 
lUi deberaus millena volumina legis 
jEternse variata notis^ sed consona 'verbo* 

I Hi debemus veteruni donata Sophorum 
Scripta nova luce, et nostris magis usibus apta: 

Illi debemus, qubd nunc parvo acre parantur, 
Magna quibus prisci impend&re ^raria Reges; 

Et qu5d nobi lib usque ignobilibusque kguntur 
Secreta antiquse Sopbise discrimine nullo | ^ 

Denique qu5d nitidis oculos distincta figuris 
Scripta minbs laedanti qubd sint secura minsE 
Squallentisque sitiis, ut quae revocentur in auras 
Quovis tersa manu doctorom escultius anno j 
Qubdq’ tot innmneris habeamus serin la Hbris 
Plena ; Typographise hoc debetnus muneris uni. 

Quis talem ergo vehat condignis laudibus artem ? 
Qua laus tota sua est ? lege libros^ otia kudas 
Parta Typographiti. Libros enie j tedia damnas 
Scribendi* atque brevis products tenipoi'a vU®. 

il. De & pro Typograpbis, 

Qui mlr^re Typographos bibaces 
Onine impendere poculis lucellumj 
Colluctantera operis adi officinam, 

Et vide, lit bibulae typos papiro 
Tmprimant akcres! ut ore toto, 

Ut toti facie manuq* sudent. 

Ex humoribus intimis madentes 1 
Non te, non poteris tenere dextram 
Sudan turn miser atione fratrutn, 

Quin grossum patuk eximas crufueni 
Exsuisq’ novum pares Jiquorem. 

Et turn mira tibi videbitur res, 

Qubd ipsos quoque re suasque chartas 
Suspense arte nimis laborios^ 

Udis tradere diiferant tabernis 
Ex tanto madidi labore featres/ 
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Letters to and from the Rev. Thomas Hornsby*, 
Saviiian Professor of Astronomy at Oxford. 

From J. Ibbetson, Esq. Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Admiralty , March ^9, 1774- 

Mr, Ibbetson presents bis compliments to Mr, Hornsby, and 
shall esteem it as a particular favour if he will continue to Mr, 
Da Costa his good offices in the business which will be commu¬ 
nicated to him by that gentleman, under the same cover with 
this, which he the more readily requests, as he is convinced the 
intended Lectures will give great pleasure and instruction to 
attend them, and who he ln>|)es will be sufficient in number to 
make it answer the ingenious Lecturer's wiiik/' 

Ref, Sir, London, March 29, 1774, 

" I trouble you with this, to obey your commands, and to ex¬ 
press my warmest gratitude for your great friendships and pa- 
tj^onage. By a letter from Mr, Platt, he advises me of having waited 
on you relative to my intended design, and that you expressed 
your friendly advice of a petition to the Vice-Chancellor for per¬ 
mission, and that you would be so good as to present it yourself; 
and secondly, a list for gentlemen to subscribe. As I am ignorant 
of the title given to the Vice-Chancellor m addreasing him, and 
of the form or manner of such a petition, I have here sketched a 
rough one, which I beg you will revise, correct, and add the 
proper titles to, and return it me, tliat I may send it you again 
properly wrote. Of the list for subscribers I also send you a 
rough draught, to correct and return it me. Mr* Ibbetson joins 
with me in this method of proceeding, recommends me strongly 
to your patronage by the inclosed letter, and is so good to fur¬ 
nish me with franks* I submit, dear Sir, my whole proceeding 
to your inspection and advice, and begging your answer ynih all 
possible speed, I remain, with respect. 

Your greatly obliged and obedient servant, E, M- Bacosta.** 


To the Vice-Cha^jcellor of Oxford, the Petition 
of Emahuel Mendez Da Costa, of London, shewethj 

“ That your Petitioner, with humble submission, requests the 
Vice-Chancellor's permission to read a Course of Lectures on 
Fossils in the ensuing Act Term, to the Students of the University 
of Oxford- 

'' That your FetiUoner has pursued the study of this part of 
Natural History for many yeai's; and has even published a first 
volume relative to it in 17^7, which, as in duty bound, he imme¬ 
diately presented to the Uiuversity, and had the honour of public 
thanks by the then Vice-Chancellor, Dr* Randolph. Nor shall 
be fail in Ins duty of presenting to the University any of bis 
future publications, manuscripts of which he has by him. 

* See Liu?raTy Anecdotes,” vol. IH. p- 707 J vol. VIH. pp. 233- $60. 

" That 
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" That yom Petitioner, reflecting that the subject of his Lec¬ 
tures no wise interferes with any of the Professorships and Public 
Lectures founded in this learned University, has applied to some 
of the Professors for their consent and patronage, which has 
generously been granted him, provided he obtains your per mi s- 
sion» That further, as he finds the science of Fossils is not free 
from many errors and disadvantages, he will strive in these his 
Lectures to correct them ; and as the science itself is not only a 
noble but a very useful study, he hopes the elucidating of it w'ill 
be of service to his countrymen in their pursuit of it* 

These jiromises considered, and also submitting to your con¬ 
sideration the plan of his design j he humbly cmyes your \>er- 
inission to read them publicly at the University during Term Act. 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pmy for the 
welfare of the most learned and celebrated University of Oxford, 
and with ffinteful thanks ever acknowledge your pati’onage. 

_ E. AI* Da Costa.' 

" Bv permission of the Vice-Chancellor, a Course of Lectures 
on Fossils, by Emanuel Mendes Da Costa, will be publicly read in 
the University of Oxford in Act Term. The Course will consist of 
Twenty-seven Lectures, and an Introductory fjccture will be read 
gratis. — The conditions are ^ Two guineas the Course j one 
guinea to be paid on subsciibing, the other at the twelfth Lec¬ 
ture j and a Syllabus of the lectures, containing the Author a 
System of Fossils, will be delivered to the Subscribeia* 

The Lecturer proposes to read them twice a day, for the 
eonveniency of gentlemen who honour them with their encou¬ 
ragement j uiz. at. *. in the forenoon, and at .. * in the afternoon. 

For the encouragement of the above design, vye^the tollovv- 
ing under-written declare ourselves Subscribers to it. 

To John Ibeetson, Esq* 

'' Dear Sir, Observatory, Oxford, April 5, 1/74 

Mi\ Da Costa, or Mr. Platt, misundei-stood me. I never could 
advise a formal Petition to be presented to the Vice-Chancellor* 
His disposition renders such a Petition absolutely unnecessary. 
Before Mr, Da Costa could give any notice of his intention to 
the Univei^ity, at was necessary that he should ask the Vice- 
Chancellor's permission. I accordingly waited upon the Vice- 
Chancellor on Saturday, whom I found favoumbly inclined to¬ 
wards Mr. Da Costa's scheme j but, as the matter was new, and 
almost unprecedented, he chose to consider it fully, and to con¬ 
sult several persons in the University , and he was pleased 
yesterday to communicate to me their opinion that the Course 
of Lectures proposed to be read by Mr. Da Costa could not be 
read here with propriety. I hope the disappointment will sit 
easy upon Mr. Da Costa, It was my opinion from the first that 
such a number of Subscribers as he expected would not easily 
be found i and, upon my mentioning the matter to one young 
gentleman this morning, who seemed to me one of the mest 
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likely persons to give encouragement to the under taking, he 
informed me that he could not possibly have attended. 

You will, 1 hope, be pleased to command my best services 
on any future occasion, and to believe me at all times 

“ Your much obliged and very humble servant, T. Hornsby." 


“ London^ April 8, 1774. 

Mr. Da Costa presents his compliments to Professor Hornsby j 
respectfully thanks him i and hopes he will pardon the trauble 
Mr. Da Costa has given him. He is extremely anxious at the 
disappointment; and is sorry that so useful a science of Natural 
History, which her Sister Cambridge and many other Universities 
have thought worthy a Professor'ship, should not be patronized, 
or even regarded, in the University of Oxford. He further par¬ 
ticularly begs Professor Hornsby's pardon touching the Petition 
to the Vice-Chancellor | he was misled by Mr. Platt's misunder¬ 
standing the Professor. It never could have originated from 
him, as Mr. Da Costa has never been honoured with a single 
line from the Professor.*’ 


To the Rev. Professor Hornsby. 

" SiK, LondoUj May 5, 1774. 

“1 acknowledge myself greatly honoui^d by your very obliging 
and friendly letter of the 31st of last month, and should have 
immediately answered it, but an indisposition, from which 1 am 
not yet quite free, hindered me, 1 therefore hope you will pardon 
the delay. In regard to the contents of your letter:—fiiBt, 1 return 
you my sincere thanks for your kind endeavours, and your patron¬ 
age, to promote my design j and shall add, that, as the Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor has not thought iit to gi'ant his permission for me to read 
my IjCCtures at the University, it is out of my thoughts ever to at¬ 
tempt Oxford again, or at least till his Vice-Chancellorship expires. 

** I am xery certain my attempt has not succeeded by means 
of some unfriendly and sinister misrepresentations, as well as 
through mismanagement on my side, for want of proper advice 
hovv to proceed, 1 unluckily had not a friend who chose by a 
single line to set me right, or inform me what to do. My olil 
friend Mr. Platt seems quite unacquainted with the method j and 
yourself. Dr. Parsons; and M]% Sheffield, were the only three 
gentlemen he advised me to write to. 1 accordingly humbly 
addressed you all j but neither of you deigned me a line in 
answer to my solicitations or enquiries. I'hus left forlorn, absent 
from the scene of action, and ignoi’ant how to proceed, 1 became 
shipwrecked, and my hopes were blasted. 

Should it happen (though it is very unlikely) that any future 
occasion calls me to Oxford, I hope. Sir, you will permit me to 
pay you my lespects, and to solicit your patronage and assistance, 
agreeable to the generous offers of friendship yon now make me* 
You desire that I %voukl let you know the price of a small 
collection of Native Ft)ssils, or when any sale shall happen. In 
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regard to sales, they are very uncertain, and then single sped- 
mens may indeed be picked up, but never many, or a series; 
and if good, they generally run dear. However, I will be aUvays 
ready to your orders; but I would propose to you (as by the 
great coiTespondence I have always held, 1 am possessed of 
numbers of duplicates), to make you a collection of Native Fossils, 
all good specimens, and accompanied with an accurate or scien* 
tifical Catalogue, on the following terms, ds.:—100 specimens of 
all the different classes of Native Fossils for eight guineas j if 200, 
fifteen guineas only will be required. If the 100 or 200 are to 
be only of Metals and Semi-metals (fine gold and silver ores ex¬ 
cepted), the price will be 9 or 17 guineas j and their rates are 
established in proportion to 50, 60, 70, or any other number 
of specimens. If you think proper to buy any of me, and should 
want some particular kind or kinds, note it, and I will strive 
to acquire them, if perchance 1 have them not* 1 beg the honour 
of your ansvvcr, and remain with great respect. Sir, 

your very obliged humble servant, E* M. DacostAp” 


Rev. Dr. Holmes* to Richard Gough, Esq. 

Sir, Salopian Coffee-house, WhUehalk 22, 1797* 

I beg leave to express my most thankful acknowledgments 
for the favour of your countenance and patronage to ^ The Col¬ 
lation of the Septuagint MSS** and for the liberal benefaction 
you have been so good as to give it. If T understand your in¬ 
tention rightly, yon have deposited at one payment the subscrip¬ 
tion for eight yeai's, at the rate of 2L 2^* per year* This day I 
have forwarded to you by the Enfield coach the six first annual 
accounts and in the course of next month the ninth account 
will be ready, and shall be duly forwarded to you. 

If at any time you come, as I hope you do or wiO do, I 
shall be extremely happy in the opportunity of paying you my 
pei'sonal respects at Christchurch* 

I have the honour to be, with great respect. Sir, 

“ Your faithful and much obliged seiwant, Robekt Holmes. ' 


Mr. Gough to Dr* Holmes. 

Sjr. Feb, 24, 1797. 

I am fevoured with your letter, and the first six Reporp of 
your Collation. The eighth 1 received before through my friend 
Mr. Gutch, of Oxford, I congratulate you. Sir, on the progress you 
have made in such an important undertaking, to \yhich I shall 
always feel a pleasure in contributing my feeble aids, while 1 
regret the deficiencies of others* 1 am, with due regard, 

Your obedient humble servant, R. Gough.** 

* Soiue memoirs of this very learned Divine will be found In Mr* AIck- 
andet Cliahners^^ ** Biogrsipbical Djctiomiry*^* Sec Jilso some particolin 
of him ill the Literary Anecdotes/* vol. VI f* pp. 734. 594. 

Rev- 
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Rev. John Micklebourgh^ to Dean Moss. 

Worthy Sik, ..,. t 17 ^^* 

^ Both youre I received, the first of which I thought required 
some little time to answer j and indeed as 1 am now engaged 
in a course of chemistry here, I can think of nothing but cal¬ 
cinations, sublimations, distillations, prsecipitations, 6 cc. T am 
afraid in the first place that your successor will not be so good 
as yourself, and whether or no there ever will be such another 
is a question 5 and therefore why I should empower a stranger 
to me and my notions to confer on a sti'anger a greater favour 
than 1 received, I know not, and whether I should enjoy the 
advantage of it for any time, is likewise doubtfuL Indeed I 
confess that the duty belonging to St, Andrew’s is so great, and 
the profits so small, that it w^ell deserves an augmentation] and 
could I be sure I should have the same opinion of your successor 
as I have of you, or could I now foresee where my lot will be 
cast, I should not value the money a trifle. Is it impossible for 
you to get it augmented by lot ? or how long in the course of 
things will it be before it receives her Majesty’s benefaction } 
However, let this be as it will, if you can oblige any woithy 
clergyman or worthy patron by the application of this 1 OOL you 
have my full assent and consent to do it. As to Mr, Cooke, you 
may depend upon k that 1 shall do him all Che service that I can ] 
but I think the best way is for him, and me, and all of us, to be 
perfectly mute and silent, till the Living is void, and till he 
biings the news of it to Cambridge, propria persona; for the 
least mention of this thing even to a friend will give a suspicion 
of its being a valuable Living; and as it is a Living, tenable with 
a Fellowship in some of the Colleges, so 1 am afiaid there will 
be candidates ; but no one shall be so acceptable as your friend 
Cooke shall be to 

Your friend and humble servant, Iohk Micklebourgh,” 


Rev Ebenezek Miller -j- to Dr. Z. Grey. 

“ WoKTHY Sir, London, April 25, 1727. 

“ Your lady told me you had an inclination to purchase some 
lands in Lincolnshire, and desired me to give you an account 
of mine; therefore, that you might have a true one, I have sent 
the rental which my wife had before we were married of Mr, 
Tow man, who has received her rents ever since she has been of 
age. You must know the value of the estate better than 1 do, 
and I should be glad to know your mind while I am at Ijouth 
(for which place I design to set out next Thursday), because if 
you do not incline to have it or part of it, I shall endeavour to 
find purchasers for it there. 

My wife joins with me in sending our best respects to you, 
and 1 beg leave to subscribe myself not only your most humble 
servant, but affectionate brother, Ebek. Miller/' 

See before, p* 282* f Ibid. pp. £80, 305. 


** Ezy. 
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“Rev. Sib, Braintree, in New England, June 30, 1736. 

“I am-obliged to you for the frequent mention you have 
made of me and my wife in your letters to my worthy friend 
Dr. Cutler, and designed long since to have acknowledged the 
obligation, and can plead nothing sufficient to excuse my neg¬ 
lect; however, I hope confessing my fault, and resolving to 
amend, will set me right in your fevour. This comes by the 
hand of the Rev. Mr. M^Sparran, who has been many years a 
Missionai7 in the neighbouring Government of Rhode Island, 
He returns to England to solicit a law-suit about an estate, left 
to the support of the Ministry, the title being controverted be¬ 
tween him and the independent teacher of the same place, as it 
is not likely to lie in your way to assist him, I forbear being par¬ 
ticular tipon the case. If you should see him (as I expect you 
will), the favour and civility you shew him shall be looked upon 
as an obligation upon myself. 

“ My wife enjoys her health very well, and is perfectly con¬ 
tented here. We liave a son and two daughters, and have buried 
a son and a daughter. I have had thoughts of taking a voyage 
for England several years, but the difficulty of leaving my family, 
and more especially my parish without a supply, has prevented 
me, for in this Country it may truly be said, the harvest is great, 
but the labourers few; for though the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel do more than could be expected, yet there are more 
churches tlian ministers here. If ever my affeirs shoidd require 
me to return to England, 1 hope I should not be ^ain so un¬ 
fortunate as not to be acquainted with you. In the mean time 
pray accept our best respects, and present them to your lady, 
and Mrs. Moss, if living ; and be assured a letter from you would 
be highly valued by, dear Sir, your affectionate brother and 

very humble servant, ^ 1 

“ Dear Sir, Braintree, in New England, Oet. 6, 1/43. 

“ My friend Mr. Gardiner, the bearer hereof, designing to 
Make a visit to Cambridge, desired of me a letter to you, whose 
name and character he is well acquainted with, though not with 
your person. He is a gentleman, for his years, eminent in his 
profession, viz. surgery and the practice of physick ; but what 
will more recommend him to your regard is, that he is a zealom 
.and steady member of the Church of England. The civilities he 
receives from you I shall esteem obligations upon myself. _ 

“ A few days since I received your ' History of Donatism, &c. 
which favour I find by Mr. Cutler’s letter to his father you de¬ 
signed for me a year ago, but by an accident came noyill now: 
I have read it with pleasure, and thank you for it. YouJinow 
by Mr Whitefieltl's Journals that he has been here. The Clergy 
of the Church of England were unanimous m their r^olution 
not to sufiferbim to go into their pulpits; so that a dissenting 
teacher of considerable note, in a pai^agrapli of a letter tJiat was 
printed said, ‘ that he came to his own, and iiis own received 
him not, but we (the Dissenters) received him as an 
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God V The effects of his and his followers preacliing m this 
country are extravagant beyond description^ and almost beyond 
beliefj for an account of which I refer you to Mr. Gardiner, 1 
think the party are upon the decline j but Whitefield is soon 
expected here^ and how he may revive the dying ^vork, I can- 
not say'j but 1 believe he will not be received with the same re^ 
spect as formerly by the Dissenters themselves, he having raised 
such contentions, and caused such divisions among themt as 
has much weakened them, and inclined many of the more wise 
and thinking among them to the Church, 1 want to make one 
more voyage to England, but the difficulty of getting my parish 
supplied prevents me at present, 1 have some expectation that 
the Society for Uie Propagation of the Gospel will appoint a gen¬ 
tleman to supply it w^hile 1 come over : if they do, 1 may perhaps 
have the pleasure of seeing you at Cambridge, I thank God 
my wife and family are all well, and join ivith me in sending our 
best respects to you, your Jady, and fomily, and Mrs, Moss, if 
living; and please also to give oui' service to brother Andrews's 
sou, if at Cambridge, I am. Sir, 

' ^ You r atfection at e bi o 11 ler, E B e n , Miller*" 

Dear Sir, Lmdofi, FeL 1, 1747-8* 

This afternoon I received yours of Jan* 2% 1 set out for 
Lincolnshire on Thursday, and design to return by Cambridge ; 
and indeed I should be very sorry to be t%vice in England, and 
not have the pleasui'e of seeing Dr, Grey* My wife and family 
sent their compliments to you, your lady, and family, I just 
now saw my sister Waller, who desmed me to make hers, with 
which accept those of 

Your affectionate humble servant, E, Miller*” 


Governor Oglethorpe* to George Scott^, Esq. 

“ Deak Str, CranJiam Hall, Sept. 12, 1775* 

This attends you with your curious book. Thanks for all 
favours, and some of the Repojts of the Committee, with the 
designed horrible job for ]>Iunderlng the rich, imprisoning and 
starving the poor, and putting 20 millions to be told over a 
gridiron into their pockets* The Landed and Church Interest 
ihi'oughout the Kingdom have discovered the design, and have 
formed a well-concerted correspondence for that purpose. 

We are to dine by invitation at Mr, Mi Id may's on Thursday, 
and see Old England, for Marksx is what England was 300 years 
ago, and most worthy the contemplation of an Antiquary. I 
hope you will mjake my service acceptable to Mr, Jones, and 
believe me to be, dear Sir, yours, &e, J, Oglethorpb." 

^ Spc the Literary Anecdotes," vol, VH, p. 2,99* 
t Ibid, pp, 373* 

t Marks Hall, in Essex, a scat the Mi Minay Faniily. 


I desired 
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I desired my relation to answer this letter for me in hers 
to Mrs, Oglethorpe, My relation, cousin E. Jones, I suppose 
did it L. Parlour, after 7 o'clock Evening, Dec, 5 , 177^j this 
obsen^ation then entered. 

Sept. 1^. Brought to me in the best parlour, about or soon 
after I o'clock j it came with the book 1 had lent the gentleman, 
i. e, packed up with it, and a dozen of the within-mentioned 
orders of the House of Commons, and a letter from Mrs, Ogle¬ 
thorpe to my cousin Jones, and another from Miss Martha Scott. 

G. Scott,"] 


Copy of a Letter from the Rev, Dr, Dodb^ 
written a day or two before his Death. 

To Philip Thicknessb, Esq, 

" Dear Sir, 

1 am just at present not very well, and incapable of judging. 
1 w'iil communicate your kind paper to my Friends, My Brother 
will be at Mi's, Porter’s this evening. Many thanks for your at¬ 
tention, I rather think it would do harm, and be thought a mob^ 
"" Yours, &c, W, Dodd," 


Remarks by Mr. Thicknesse. 

When I consider the real character of this man, I suspect 
that though mankind have complimented themselves vvith the 
idea of being rational creatures, 1 am apt to doubt it. That we 
are the most artful and cunning of all created beings, is true } 
but does that prove that either Dodd, me, or you, are rational ? 
Dodd was one of the best tempered men on earth; generous, 
charitable, and happy to serve or assist every man who required 
his time, his pm*se, or his advice. He had great susceptibility, 
and went through what was worse than a thousand deaths during 
his long confinement. Visiting him one morning, I asked him 
how he had slept ? ^ I have slept none to night/ said he, * they 

- have been all night unrivetting and knocking off the chains of 
the felons who suffered to day, and every blow they gave was to 
nie as an electric shock V The last time I saw him (going un- 
fortiiaately when Mrs, Dodd was taking her last farewell of him), 
I found them with their hands closed in each othei*s, lost and in¬ 
sensible to every object which snrrobnded them, with such distress 
of mind painted on llieir countenances, that I should have thought 
it an act of charity had some benevolent hand struck them in¬ 
stantly dead. It was a tragedy scene of such horror, that the 
tears now roll do\vn my cheeks while I am relating it, as they 
did while I \vas the sad spectator of a scene undescribable, and 
horribly affecting, it was the minute in my whole life in which 
I coveted power, I quitted the room, but the scene can never be 
effaced from my niemory. I am persuaded, that though both their 
eyes were wide open, and their hearts fluttering with inconceiv¬ 
able agitations, they neither of them had the power of sight, 
sjicech or motion! That was iJic minute to have been a King! 

After 
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After Dodd s deaths I heard of some transactions of HU, 
which lessened, though not removed, my concern for his fate. 

** When I arrived in England from France, I asked the Custom¬ 
house Officers for news. They told me a Doctor of Divinity 
was in Newgate for forgery 5 and I instantly (I know not why) 
said in my mind. Then U Dr, Dodd, P, Thicknesse/' 


Letters of Daniel Wray*, Esq, to Dr. Birch. 

Dear Sir, Queen's College, Cambridge, Sept, 94, 1738. 

A coiTespondent of Mr, Baker, wffio is about pnldishitig 
some work of the old Law-yer Fortescue, has desired him to in¬ 
quire among the Libraries here, for a piece of that Author, men¬ 
tioned in your ^ General Dictionary ]' but it is not to be found. 
As 1 know how ready you are to forward any literary design, and 
that you would be particularly pleased to sei've Mr. Baker, I pro¬ 
mised the good old gentleman to ask you for an account of the 
book, whether it be printed or mannscript, and where you saw it. 
The title is, ^ Tmctatus de Natur^ Legis Naturse per Domtnum 
Joannem Fortescue.* 

“ This is precisely the least busy season of the year in this 
never very busy place. Only my old friend Taylor works hard 
at the Catalogue of the Library given us by the late King, which, 
1 venture to say, will be the best digested^ and the most accu- 
inte, of any I have seen. 

My best compliments to the company at Rawthmeirs f- 

Favour me with an answer soon ] and believe me ever 
Your real friend and humble servant, D, Wray." 

Dear Sir, College, Cambridge, Oct. 5, 1738. 

“ Mr, Baker, Dr. Middleton, and Di\ Heberden, are much 
obliged to you for their respective paragraphs in your letter j and 
our whole Coffee-house was no less entertained with your literary 
advices, which I communicated. 

“ Martini's Epistles I saw some time ago at Mr, Folkes's, but 
not in the volume you mention. That Author lived long at 
Rome, as many Spaniards do, where he conversed with the 
principal Literati, and to them many of his letters are addressed. 

“ Mr. Pope s Essays are to me rather Poems than Lectures of 
Philosophy ] so I am much more desirous of seeing how i'Abbd 
de Resnel translates the verses, than what Mr. Crousay has to 
object to the system. 

I had no doubt about Dr. Bankes's appearance as Gulstonian 
Lecturer] but am glad the publick and the most delicate judges 
are agreed about it. 

“You speak of Mr. Hunt s Omtion as if you had seen it. I 
wish myself in town, to share with you that pleasure, and the 

* See a former series of these Letters in the First volume of these 
** lUusfratioiifl," pp. 77—89. 

f A Society of Literary Genilemen, who met at Rauthmeirs Colfce- 
bouse iu CovenI Garileii, See vol. L p, 31] and the “Literary Anec¬ 
dotes/’ vol. Ill, p. 537. 

high 
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high entertainment there must be in your fjiend*s character of 
Shakspeare. Conkl not you spare me a small taste of that ? You 
will say, I have nothing to treat you with in return. Very 
little, truly! 

Mr- Markland has se\ eral sheets of Notes in my friend Tay¬ 
lor's Edition of Lysias, which is just coming out. That gentle¬ 
man shewed me, the other day, in the King’s Library, a curious 
Imprimatur, by Caryl*, iu IdlB, to a book, intitled, * A Cluster 
of Canaan's Grapes, by Col. Robert Tichbourne,' 

Dkak Sir, March 11, 1738-9^ 

et Begging our pardons, we were all very stupid last night to 
give up for desperate the passage, ^ Se la brama dl piacer a ci5, 
che place a noi tutti, bastasse, As I was stepping into bed, 

it occurred to me, that that same cib could be no other than the 
ladies. That neither the turn of the whole dialogue, nor our 
idea of the translatress, should suggest what it is that }>leases 
us all, is neither to the credit of our understanding or our gal¬ 
lantry. I send you Guitavi; and am, ever yours, D, Weav/' 

^"Dear Sir, Queen-College, Cambridge^ OcL 12, 1739. 

As your curiosity is universal, one would suppose it no dif¬ 
ficult matter to pick up somewhat to entertain it: but so pro¬ 
found is the quiet of this place, or so confined is my way of living 
here, that nothing has otfered worth sending till now. The 
moment I find any pretence I sit down to write, and do my best 
to deserve one of those literary packets you dispense among your 
friends at so small a price as three-pence. 

On Wednesday last, being the opening of our Academical 
Parliament, tiie Statue of King George 1. given by Lord Town- 
shend, stood ready to receive us in the Senate-house. You have 
seen it at Rysbi’ach’s, so 1 shall only say it pleases us all here 
exceedingly. The Inscriptions will, 1 hope, be new to youf. 

^ See this Imprimatur in vul E. p. S. 

+ On the from of the pedestal i 

Georfio 
Optimo Principi 
Ma^n© Britaniii© Regi, 
ob insignia rjosdeni in banc A cade mi am 
Merita, 

Senatus Cantahrigiensis, 
in perpettiom «;rati animi testimonium 
Statuam mortao ponendam 
Deerevk. 


On one side \ 

Carolus 

Vicecomes Towtishend, 

stiraroum turn Academt© turn Reiptiblic© decus, 
pro eiimia qua Re^em coluerat Pktate, 
proque singalari qua AcademiaiO foverai Caritate, 

Statuam, 

A Senatu Acadeinico decretam, 

Sumptlbui; suis e marmore 
facieadam locavjf. 

On 
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Mr. Pyle^, whom you ha^ e seen with me and at Dr. Sykes's, 
is now heroj just admitted to his Doctor's degree. 

Otir Coflee-hoiise has unde^^gone no change, either as to the 
company or the way of thinking since last year, 

^ Moribus antifjuis stat res Rom ana viriscjue j* 
and consequently is very much at your service. In particular 
we ai^e much concerned to know, how you manage your Gallery 
full of transcribeis. Cany my service to Rauthmetrs, and believe 
me ever youi* real friend and humble servant, D, Whay.'* 
Dear Sir, Collegej Cambridge, OcL 25, 1739, 

Sir George, I frnd, was an easy conquest; and the Doctor’s 
book seems to come out very a^propos to damp the joy of that 
triumph, iSiti consul ne placeat. 

We agree entirely with RauUimell's as to Lord Torrington's 
Expedition j it is a very interesting point of history set out in a 
most entertaining manner. From the speeches I have heard 
Mr. Corbet make in Patliament, I sliould not have judged him 
equal to such a work. 

“ Some people say, Mr. Warburton had a design to dedicate 
Ills second volume to the Bigots, as he had done his first to the 
Freethinkers ; but that he has been persuaded not to hang out 
such a flag of defiance. His third volume, it seems, is to give 
the connection of the several Revelations. The letter in one of 
the Evening Posts, with the very strong quotation from honest 
Father Valerian, Quas turbas dabit! 

Can any thing be more elegant and apposite, than the alle- 
goiy in the last Miscellany, representing that paper as a stage¬ 
coach stuck in a miry road, with Webster setting his shoulder 
to the wheel to shove it out ? 

** 1 long for the opening of Halley's packet from Peru, Graham 
tells me of some " New Observations in France,* which confirm 
Sir Isaac's ' Figure of the Earth*’ 

“ You remember Whitefield's Gospel had some success about 
Saffron "Walden. Two young women in particular have ex¬ 
pounded it in the neighbouring farm-houses. As one of these 
was communing with Wesley, her father happened to come into 
the room, and being carnal, was moved to reprove the Apostle 
for kissing his daughter, and to turn him out of the house. He 
afterwards rebuked the ^rl for sufleri ng such familiarities, who 
answered, it was very odd brethren and sisters might not kiss. 

On the olbt^r side: 

Carolus Fill us. 

Vice conies Towosheiid 

Virtutum aeque ac Honurum paternomen liseres, 

StatuaiT) 

quam Pater morte subita abreptus 
imperfecta in reliqeurat 
perficiendam 
atrjue in hoc ornatissimo 
Academia; loco 
cuilocandani curavit. 

* Dr. Edniuml Pyle, St'e the “ Literary Anecdotes,** vol. V'lJ. p, 563* 

Dr. 
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Br. Richardson, Master of Eniannel, has printed Proposals 
for an Edition of Godwin's ‘ PrBesulea Anglicani/ with a con- 
f inuation to the present lime; and w'e have a j'eport that the 
Master of Jesus^, who has the highest repidation in learning, but 
has ever been backward to appear Sn public, will give us an 
Hieroclea, But wliat will you say to the ^ Life of Tally’ having 
been sent to the press ten days ago ? 

I am, dear Sir, with services to the Coffee-house, 

Your most affectionate and obedient servant, D, Wkay/‘ 
Dear Sir, 

1 waited upon Mr* Baker to inquire after improvements for 
the new Edition of Lord Bacon* He told me, whatever papers 
he had were communicated to the late Publishers 5 but, if any 
thing more should occur, he would favour me with it* The good 
old man, you will be sorry to hear, has left off his walks in the 
garden, and to the Coffee- house j but he looks and talks, 1 think, 
just as he used to do. 

if the inscription be not too long, I shall hope for a copy of it* 

You made me laugh with Peck's Proposals :—An Account 
of the manner of putting up a picture—Hastingsf of the Wood¬ 
lands (who, some people say, was an eminent whoremaster)— 
Liberty got into Latin—and an author distinguishing himself 
by ^ a gentleman of London/ are good conceits^ but still we 
hold, there was more sport in his fii’st Pi-oposals, and that even 
those were far excelled by his discourse at our Coffee-house* Like 
Demosthenes, to have a complete idea of his eloquence, you 
must hear the beast My criticisms, you know, are commonly 
of the gentle kind, particularly in matters of rhyme* 

' Non ignara mali, miseris succurrere disco 
Besides, as 1 hold all Poetry should be Poetical, where that spirit 
(now so rare amongst us) appears, 1 can overlook many faults* 
That spirit Commene has; and let it alone for ungraceful com¬ 
pounds, never-ending descriptions, and whole baskets full of 
images, as dazzling and strewm as thick as the Barbaric pearl 
and gold upon the Eastern manarchs* Unfortunately the first 
sheet abounds with these j and were it not for the fine Address 
at the beginning, a fastidious reader 

^ —-would frown and lay it by/ 

but throughout the rest there are many fine strokes, something 
original a 7 id manltj, and topics, difficult to treat in verse, treated 
very poetically. Why should Guildhall, Sir George, and Aid* 
Heathcot come into my head, while I am thus entertained ? 

“ The ^ Art of Life,’ upon your authority I shall not read* A 
friend here observes of the author, that it is whimsical he should 
chuse to be damned out of character, rather than succeed in his 
own function, which, it seems, he promised to do.” 

Dr, Charles Ashton, who died in 1752, after holdiug that office more 

than SO years. ^ 

f Of this singular character see some account, wuh his Portrait, m 
the ** History of Leice$tersbire/\ vat III* p* 5j?2j and also in the 
« History of Dorsetsliire/' vol* IL p* 510. 


To 
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To Daniel Wray, Esq, 

“ Dear Sir, Londmii Dec. 34, 1739. 

** I am ashamed to continue so long in your debt for an 
answer to your last letter, though 1 am still at some loss how 
to furnish out one, consideiing the low state of the Republic of 
Learning here j which has scarce produced, this season, any 
thing above the size or importance of a pamphlet, However, I 
shall begin with one piece of news, which, 1 am sure^ will give 
you pleasure. Lord Orrery has been for some time amusing 
himself in Ireland in translating Pliny's Epistles, A friend of 
his and mine shewed me last week two admirable letters (such as 
all his Lordship's are) upon that subject. He intends to illustrate 
the whole with Historical Remarks 5 and to publish it with proper 
ornaments in t’wo volumes in 4to, The original is, in my opi¬ 
nion, one of the most agreeable Remains of all antiquity, and 
gives the highest idea of the politeness, good sense, humanity, 
and virtue of its author; and I am extremely glad, that be will 
at last have justice done in our language by a genius equal to 
his own. 

We have got here a translation of Voltaire's * Essay on (lie 
Age of Lewis XIV. being his Introduction to the whole.' The 
original of this Essay has been suppressed in France on account 
of the freedoms which he has taken with the See of Rome, 1 
believe that the copy from which this translation was made, is 
the only that has been brought to England. The piece !s written 
With great spirit and vivacity, and makes me impatient to sec 
the work itself. He tells us that there are but four ages in the 
History of the World, which from the improvements of the 
polite arts may be styled so many scras of the greatness of the 
human mind. The first of these Ages was that of Philip and 
Alexander 5 or that of Pericles, Demosthenes, Aristotle, Plato, 
Apelles, Phidias, and Praxiteles. The secondj that of Julius 
Csesar and Augustus. The third, that which followed the Caking 
of Constantinople by Mahomet 11. when the Medicean femily 
invited to Florence the Polite Arts, wdiich the Turks were driv¬ 
ing out of Greece, The fourth, that of Lewis XIV. 5 and among 
these four Ages, says Mr. Voltaire, this perhaps is that which 
comes the nearest to perfection. Among other particulars in his 
Histoi^, he intends to ti'eat of the progress of the Arts and 
Sciences, and the History of the Human Mind, during this last 
period, which is to be one of the grand view's in the work. He 
has lately published, ' Vie de Moliere, avec des jugemens sur 
ses Ouvrages but it seems a very hasty and slight performance. 

A pamphlet intituled, * Some Reflections upon the Admi¬ 
nistration of Government/ has been suggested to be written by 
Lord BoHngbroke | but upon reading it, I w'as immediately 
convinced of the contrary. There is sense in it, but very thinly 
spread, and the reflections such as scarce desen'c the title of 
discoveries. Some passages (if they liave not been injured by 
the Printer) will raise no advantageous ideas of the writer's ac¬ 
curacy 
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curacy in point of Lileialiuc^ ibr he speaks, in one }ilace parti¬ 
cularly, of the Senate of the JreopagL 

The Proposal for humbling Spain/ written in 1711, Iiy a 
person of distinction, represents it as a very easy scheme to seize 
upon Buenos Ayres, of which the Author gives a particular de¬ 
scription, and from whence, he observes, there rum a noble 
highway to the Province of Les Chareos, in which Potosi and 
the most considerable mines lie. He tells us likewise, that the 
herb Paraguu is only to be found in tlie country adjacent to, and 
depending upon the Government of Buenos Ayres j an herb 
of that consequence to Peru and Chili, that, without it, it is 
impossible to dig silver ore out of the mines, the infusion of it 
being a specific against the disorders arising fi'om the mineral 
vapours, 

'*"1 liavc just been reading ^ Several Letters, containing useful 
Directions foi" the conduct of young Persons in private Life j 
with an enquiry into Natural and Revealed Religion/ i iina- 
giue them to be written by a Brother of Governor Collet. In the 
sixth letter he considei's the advantages we possess abo^e the 
Heathen Woild from the Christian Religion j and particularly 
vvitli I'egard to the Doctrine of a Future State, which in I lonier’s 
time was sucli as could be no consolation to a man of virtue; 
since the Ghost of Achilles, in the XIth Book of the Odyssey, 
owns to Ulysses, that the highest station in Hades was more in¬ 
supportable than the basest and most servile life upon earth, hi 
the next letter the Author gives a probable account, how the latter 
Heathens came to possess so much more light, and to raise their 
views of Religion and another state so much above the more 
antient Heathen World. He observes, that the first Refornialioni 
from the gi'oss Sabian Idulairy, which had overspread tlie world 
by that time tlie children of Israel had taken possession of the 
Land of Canaan, was the Sect of the MagianSj which first a|.»- 
peared in Media and Persia. Now the earliest iicriod to which 
we can trace that sect is a little after the dispersion of tlie tea 
tribes, which were carried captive into Assyria, whidi at (fiat 
time included Media and Persia; so that it is highly probable 
that the Magian Reformation was owing to tlie light which ihe 
dispersed Israelites (as bad as llicy were) carried along w ith 
them; whei’eas, the representation of a future state in flonier, 
who wrote ^00 j eai's befoi'e the first Captivity, is a very gross 
and absurd one. 

“ When shall we expect the pleasure of seeing you in town ? 
1 hope this will be the last time this se^ison that 1 shall have 
the occasion of assuring you by letter that I am, dear Sir, 

Youi's most faithfully and alfectionatelVj Tno. Eikch. 

" I have this moment received Mr. Hunt's 'Oration/*' 


M M 
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Daniel Wray, Esq. to Dr. Bihch. 

Dear Sir, Qtteen's College^ Cambridge, Oct. 9, 1740. 

It was a far-fetched, but at the sanie time a most chariiablc 
inference, tl^at you drew fi'om n>y Jetler to Graham. Whatever 
I might wish, 1 did not dare to ask fc>r one moment of your 
time, after the message you sent by Dr. Heberden, that ^ you 
have 30 sheets a week to correct.” 30 sheets, we compute, make 
120 folio pages, which divided by G (for we suppose Sunday is 
sacred) give 20 pages for every day, a task that would overdo 
even a mere gentle Reader. But, you can do every thing, 1 
find, as well as be every where. 

I will not, however, teize you witii hyper-criticizing upon 
your ' Journal Critique.’ It will be read this evening at the 
Coffee-house to a most devout and thankful congregation, who 
receive with most unfeigned ejaculations any beam of light that 
chances to stray into our visible and jialpable darkness. 

Befoie ! received your letter, I was Just sitting doun to 
give you a hint, that, among the remainder of Lord Somers a 
Papers at Sir J. Jekvls, had been lately found several i^elating to 
your Thurloe sem, which i imagine may be procured by appli¬ 
cation to Lord Chancellor. But 1 vvas prevented by an express 
from Mr. Folkes, and two young Foreigners of quality whom 
he recommended to me, as in the best Cicerone of tliis place. 
These two Counts, the one a Dane, the other a Swede, acted 
the two principal parts in your Dehors TrompetirSj at the Duke 
of Richmond’s seat, with w horn they spent part of the Summer. 

I had no intention, as I said, to solicit you for literary new^s 5 
but now 1 may venture to say. Go on, as you have begun, to 
oblige your most affectionate humble servant, D. Wray. 

“ Saber is this day gone to bis f^incolnsbire Parsonage. Mid¬ 
dleton, Uooke, anti Heberden, are here as usual j Coventrye 
leaves us in a few days. My best compliments to Rauthmeirs.'* 

Sunday Mornings Nov. 1, 1741. 

it ppg. Opera was very full and splendid. The 

King, Royal Family, Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, &c. One man 
sings most agreeably, one woman very well. One singer of ci’edit 
was ill, and his part omitted. The dancing vvas not so good 
as that we sec every night at the other Theatres. 

Ever yours, D* W," 

Dear Sir, ' A’epL 28, 1744. 

Mr, Yorke equipped me with so huge a packet that I could 
nut keep it smooUi in my pocket. Here you have it, inside tmd 
contents unknown to your humble servant. 

As you are so near Mr. Ca\:|,, you may easily procure, and 
send me by the bearer, that palf of your neighbour’s Litenuy 
Correspundcnce, which has Dr, Periy’s Extract. 1 have imme¬ 
diate occasion for it, and will repay you at Rautbmell’s. 

All is well at Wrest. Eser yours, D- 


''Dear . 
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BjeciIj Queen's College^ Cambridge, Nov^ 23, 1744 , 
Some time in the end of the Summer your old friend Carte 
vvas at Sir John Cotton's in the neighbourhood, fjorn whence 
he made a learned excursion or two hither, and studied from 
morning to night in Trinity Ijibrary* This, as was probably 
intended, has made his name known bere^ his diligence and 
application have been puffed } and his ' History of the Duke of 
Ormond' has been set above Lord Ciaiention s" All this looks 
like an Iiitrotluction to some such application here as he has 
made to otber Public Bodies j ajid armed with his success at 
Guildhall^ and Oxford, will he have any scruples about appearing 
in our Senate ? Now, thougii I by no means susjieet our Uni¬ 
versity will do so silly a thing as that doting Fool her Sister has; 
yet, in case any attempt should he made, I would have i>eopIc 
apprized of the qimlihcation and character of this mighty His¬ 
torian;—the surest way in the world to disappoint him. With 
these no man has the honour of so intimate an acquaintance as 
yourelf; and herein we must beg your kind assistance, 

Scrthere Te Nobis, Tibi Nos accredere par est^ 
Whiggism traduced, Histm’y prostituted, demand that you in¬ 
form us, an<3 that we attend to you. Be therefore as full as your 
affairs will permit in this Chronlque Scandakitse (which you know 
has been the title of a true History), and talk not of my having 
made this reipiest to you; it will be the better for many reasons. 

Have you no particulars of Caite's recejdion at Ox fold ? 
The affair certainly passed not without opposition. 

I will not importune you about the news ; but your weekly 
packet to Wrest is suspended for the Winter; and a tithe of 
that would make us wise and happy. Besides, we have absolutely 
no information ; and Chat'les Yorke would not 'write, even about 
the division in the Cabinet: I leave him to the stings of his own 
conscience. Make my compliments at St, James's Square, and 
thank Graham most heartily for bis last letter; we desire no other 
philosophical coiTespoiiclent; 1 tv ill answer him soon, but in the 
mean time tell him, the paper about Magnetism Ia impatiently 
longed for. I salute Mr. Folkes, and all Rauthmell s. 'I'he Colony 
from thence settled here is tolerably full; the Members well, in 
good humour, and, what is best, not absolutely all of a mind* 

Believe me to be, ever, dear Siiy 

" Your most affectionate humble servant, D. WrayJ' 
Dear Sih, ITrest, Aug, 15, 1745. 

“ Be not temfied; I do not mean to plague you with another 
corrrespondence; satis superque nos benignitas tua ditat—hy your 
Saturday's packet. All I wouhl say is, that finding in the news 
Mr. Umfreville's f election into the Antiquarian Society, I recoL 
lect my friend Edwards J is the next in the List of Candidates, 
whom, in case of a vacancy, I must recommend to your favour. 
Be so good as to take care as to his nomination, and to mention 

^ See the “ Literary Anecdotes," vol .VlX. p. 63 , 

F Edward Umfreville, Esq. elected May I&, 17^5. 

X 1 ho mas Edwards, Esq. elected Oct. 20, 1745* 

M M ^ 
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him to Mr. Folkes (to whom he is known), and to our other 
friends. We have had ten days which come into the predicament 
of DamnaHles; notwithstanding, time has been found on horse¬ 
back for a Third Ode, Hinnuleo^ Yon will readily guess 
vvho Chloe is j the Fawn is poor Nanny, who broke her leg, and 
died, since you left ns. Mr. Yorke would be glad the grand 
treaty of subsidy with Mr. Towers was settled. We expect some¬ 
thing very material in your next News-book, as the advices last 
post from Scotland must be followed by others of consequence. 

Ever yours, D. Wray.*' 

Dear Sir, M'^ednesikiij j Sept. 17, 1745. 

You love our country with so zealous an honesty, that you 
will not be surprised or angi*y with my impatience in my present 
situation. Derel am, in the Vale of Aylesbury, at distance from 
a post towm, with scarce a newspaper, much less any MS Advices 
to regulate my politicks, and keep up my spirits. At ordinary 
seasons Qindt^is possu^n patere patt<^ue; and my friends will own, 
I used not to solicit them for tales and speculations from London j 
but these cursed fellows in the Nortli really break my rest, and 

I must beg a little authentic history of you now and then, that 
we may know ivhether w^e ought to stay here, or must march 
out to fight the rascals. I ask not such curious disquisitions as 
compose the Wrestian packet j mere matters of fact about the 
Scotch business will content us. I gave a hint of this kind to 
Graham 3 and pj'obably he will apply to your extensive intelli¬ 
gence for assistance. For Heaven's sake supply him 3 or, should 
he be engaged at tlie Bridge, or at Richmond, with his Lords, 
or his Ladies, take your pen in hand, and give us just the state 
of our affairs. Direct for me at Tiio. Edwards's, Esq. at Turriek, 
by Ti'ing bag, and you win much oblige tiiat gentleman, and 

Your most affectionate bumble servant, D, WR. 4 y. 

“ Mr. Edwards asks if you know what character the transla¬ 
tion of Columella beat's 

'" Dear Sir, Friday [1745.] 

The two Mr. Yorkes are here, and iiaye brought with them 
the last Caledonian ?iiercui'y, in which there is a very odd para¬ 
graph relating to you. The whole paper, which is remarkable 
enough, would have been sent you, were it not to be retmned 
to the Office immediately. 

^‘'Extract from the Caledoxian Mercury. 

^ We hear the Rev. Mr. Birch, Rector of St. Michael's, Wood- 
street, London, Chaplain to the Kiglit Hon. the Earl of Kilraar- 

II nek, and Editor of Tliurloe's State-Papers, having changed his 
Anti-monarchical principles, is on the road hither, in order to 
officiate as Chaplain to his Lordship's Troop of Horse Guards, to 
which his generous patron has lately promoted him, As lie is 
the first of the Episcopal Clergy of England who Im taken the 
benefit of his Royal Highness'sgracious declaration, and returned 
to his allegiance, it is supposed he will be received with parti¬ 
cular marks of distinction.' 

^ From Birch's MSS. in Brk. Mus. 432 L 
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“ D^ar BircJij we hope this foolish paper will not get about j 
but lest it should in this inquisitive timcj may it not be proper 
to contradict it in all the Daily and Evening Papers ? 

Ever yGUI'S, D. W*^ 

"Peak Birch, PFrest^ April 174 B. 

I wish you would contrive to see Cave soon ] 1 believe it 
will be time enough to address him before the Magazine for 
this month is printed off; it is therefore I trouble you by this 
post, though I hope to see you in a day or two, 

" Our Friend thanks you for to-day's packet, and hopes to 
receive the next at WLmpole, wluther he sets oui to-morrow, 

"" Ever yours, D, VV,” 

Dear Sir, Saturdaij, [iVb daie.^ 

I called at Millar's yesterday to inquire about Malcolm's 
pampldets, and was answered that they were sold as waste paper. 
As you have interest at the shop, perhaps you may get them to 
iind a copy; and I vvish you would mention it when you [jass 
that way. Ever yours, J>, Wray.” 

Dear Sir, Salurda^t April 16, 1748, 

Lord Willoughby* and I have agreed to dine at half an hour 
past t’ivo at the Mitre, in order to proceed thence to the Hackney 
Theatref. Will you be one of the company ? D. Wray.” 
Dear Sir, ff'restj Oct, 27^ 1743. 

After two most delightful I'ides, 1 am andved at this most 
delightful place; whence the company, viz. Mr. Yorke, my Lady, 
and C, PI a rapt re, send you their compliments. 

Mr. Clarke's ‘ View of the Miracle Controversy' will come 
hither easily in two or three franlcs ; if you will buy it, dispatch 
it down, and ask me for the price when E return, you will much 
oblige your affectionate humble servant, D. Wray.*' 

^^Dear Sir, Qiiecn'j Cvlleget Cambridge, Friday, [iVo dale ] 
** I do not pretend to write to you from hence, at this time of 
the year at least; here are no materials. But Dixon is with us; 
and 1 have no Commissioner at Paufs Co Gee-house. If you hap¬ 
pen to be there when any of the following books are sold, cast 
your eye upon my List; but go not one step out of your way for 
it, for there is nothing I particularly want, as you will plainly 
see by my prices. [Tiie List follows.] 

Dr. Middleton is not returned from his Villa. Heberden t 
have missed two or three times. Ever youjs, D. VV/* 

Dear Birch, Thursday 8, J749.] 

'' Give me leave aguin to stir up your attention to Mr. Folard'sf 
election. He comes recommended not only by Polybius, but by 
our FHend at Paris, and all our Friends at Powis-house. If you 
are sure he comes on to-day, it would not be amiss to let Mr. 
Yorke know it. But fail not to speak to all good men : there is, 
I think, rather a disinclination in the Society to Foreigners; so 
speaking is the more necessary. Ever yom^s, D, W.” 

* President of the Society of Antiquaries. | At Mr. Nevvct-uje's Sehool, 
X Chevalier Charles de Folard, of Parii, was elected F.R.S. Feb. 8,1740. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Birch to Dan“iel Wr^^Yj Esc|. 

Dear Sir, fVrest, OcL ^4, 175S. 

You Will be surprised, perhaps, at the sight of a letter from 
me, when I am so soon to have the pleasure of your company 
here. But you will, I am sure, excuse me for troubling you, 
as it b to do justice both to you and to myself. Our Friend, the 
fjord of this place, who is not a little angry, that the Intnxiuc- 
tion to Anthony Bacon’s MCenioira has not yet passed your office ^ 
Licenser, imputes the delay to a reluctance in me to submit it 
to an authority to which himself anti other great Writers have 
the highest detWcncc. 1 have indeed assured him, as I now do 
you, that my Whiggbm is not of so extravagant and enthusiastic 
a kind, as to confound the just exercise tjf that office, which 
may be of the utmost use in matters of Taste, Literature, and 
Science, wilh the abuse of it, wdicn applied to subjects conjiected 
with Civil or Religious liberty: nor can 1 ever have the same 
jealousy of Mr, Wray, as I should have had of Sir Roger 
L’H St range. To shew my sincerity, therefore, in this profession, 
I desire you to charge your portmanteau with my papei's, which 
tve shall both have more leisure to examine by the Fireside in the 
Library here, than in either Great Queen-street or Norfolk- 
stiTeet ; and you will have the advantage of some assessors, whose 
concurrence will give a sanction to your judgment, which will 
leave no lOom for an ap[jeal. 

You know the eagerness of our curiosity here for what occurs 
in the Rcpublick of Letters ; fiir ^vhicll reason you will furnish 
yourself, before your journey, with such new productions as may 
deserve our perusal, or such an account of them as may be equi¬ 
valent to the works themselves, Vaillant may probably supply 
you with some Joitrnaux des S^avam^ imported within this month 
or six. weeks. But we do not exact from you the purchase of the 
* Menioii's of Lord Bolingbroke,’ which I judge, from Dr. Aken- 
side's account of the book, not to be worth it 5 though, if any 
friend of yours has ha^a^ded four shillings for it, and is willing 
to spare it for a few days, we shall not be disinclined to see what 
the Apologist can say for a character so exceptionable. 

*- But I shall trouble you ^vith no more commissions; and only 
add my compliments to our two Friends of Lincoln’s Inn, anti 
all those of the Mitre, ; and my assurances, that I am, and 
always will be, dear Sir, your most faithful and most affectionate 
humble servant, Tho. BiRCH.'* 

To Di\ Birch. 

'*^Dear Sir, Wednesday iYoon, [il/arc/i 7, ITuS.] 

I fear I shall not be able to attend either the Antiquaries 
or the Royal Society to-mon^ow. The Antiquaries 1 mentioned 
to you yesterday | and I must take the liberty of employing you 
to speak to such Members of the Royal Society, as you tliink 
proper, to attend Dr. Hardingers election which comes on 
to-morrow se'eniglit. Ever yours affectionately, D. IVHAvf 

* Caleb Havdinge, M. D- was elected F. R. S. March 1.^ I75J. See 
lome account of him in vol. III. p. 4. 

Dear 
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Dear Doctor^ Past 5j [^Nov. 30^ 1753,] 

After the mortification of nat dining with the Royal Society^ 
which I have done for so many years* comes another* of not being 
able to wait on Mr, Yorke and you this aftei'noon. My fall* though 
no gi*eat matter* is not <[uite so little as I thought it f and pre¬ 
vents my going out to-day. If your house were not quite so well 
situated for a retreat from dinner* 1 would hint the charity of 
drinking tea herebut I must leave that to the convenience, as 
well as to the goadness* of our Friend and you, D. W.” 

Hon. John Yokke^ to Or. Birch, ■ 

Fridii^f, Oct. ^ 5 * 1754 . 

Mr, Wray having pressed Mr. J. Yorke to write to Dr. 
Pluniptre, that his fiiends are of opinion lie should come to 
town to look after his Sermon* as soon as he can j and advised 
Mr, J. Yorke to obtain from Dr. Birch a sight of Dr. Pluiuptre s 
letter to Irira ; Mr, J, Y'orke hopes Dr. Birch will not think him 
impertinent for desiring leave to i^^adiU He promises to return 
it without delay.'* 


Daniel Wray* Esq. to Dr, Bikch, 

Dear Doctor* Saturday Mornings July 10, 170^- 
1 called at RaathmelJ's last night at nine* but nobody wa^ 
there. I have left* directed for you* at my liouse* your ‘ jQuerelles 
Lltteraires/ and Lord Jloyston's ^ Journaux des S^avans/ If 
you will take the trouble to call* you may have them. Just going 
to Wrest. Ever yours aifectionateJy* D. W, * 

Dear Doctor* Saturday j OcL 23, 17^2, 

Upon reading over the Dedication* which I think a very 
sensible and elegant performance* the simile of /Ae diamond 
struck me, as not quite in the taste of the whole Piece; mther 
too fio\veryj especially as it stands close to the passage about 1 ully s 
Epistles, I mention this* however* with no degree of assurance i 
but only as a hint for you to re-consider tiie place, D. W/' 
Dear Doctor* Tuesday, B o'Clock, [iVo 

I hear Lord \Yilloughby and you are to conduct the Dean of 
Lincolnf to the Museum this morning* if you will call on me in 
your way* oi* appoint me where and at what time to meet you* 
I shall be glad to attend you. Ever youi^s* D; 

Dear Bir* Friday, [iVodale,] 

“ At p. 91 of one of the thinner volumes given to the Anti¬ 
quarian Society by Mr, Hollis* are some Bills in the time of the 
Plague* 1624 and 16255 and I believe of other years thereabouts. 
Is not this a discovery for Dr. Heberden's design ? If this catches 
you at home* give my man the paper upon the Chinese Jews.^ 
Ever yours affectionately* D. \\. 

♦ Fourth son of Philip first Earl of Hardivicke, He was F. R. S, and 
Clerk of the Crown ■ and died in January ITC£?. ^ . ., , . 

+ Dr. John Green* MjvUer of Eene‘t College. Cambridge, and after¬ 
wards Bishop of Liueoln; of whom see the “ Literary Anecdotes, vol, 
VtLppM61.581, 
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Friday MoTHing, [A^o 

Mr, Wray returns tlie Biblioteque and Dr. Drown with iriEPiy 
thanks : he begs leave to keep Bell's IVavels a Htile longerj and 
to boiTOw StilJingfleet's Letter to Crofts. Aiid^ what he neg¬ 
lected to do last nigbtj tlesires the fav our of Di\ Birch’s com¬ 
pany to dinner at four o’clock " 

To the Earl of Hakdwicke, 

“ My LoeDj Dean Streetf Thursdayf Nov. 1771 ■ 

I most sincerely condtde with your Lordship and Lady Mar¬ 
chioness on the death of Lord Gleoorchy^j and the melancholy 
situation of Lord Bi’cadalbane'l^, To lose by so sudden a stroke 
his only son, and the heir to his lionours, is a most trying circum- 
stance 3 but his Lordship must turn his eyes upon his descendants 
in the female line, w lie re he will find the most ample topics of 
consolation I and I hope a second letter Las brought a better 
account, and that he is recovered from the violent shock. The 
Locus of the annual, the monthly loss of friends, is ever present 
to my Ehoughrs j but we should endeavour not to dwell upon it, 
any nioie than, in this decrease of the appendages to society, to 
make them still fewer by an excess of delicacy. 

" Drury Lane function has somewhat of a tale, and hangs a 
little together 3 and the comic jjaits of King and Weston keeji 
one aw'ake, f hough they are rather balderdash, aufl not quite 
suited to the Royal ear which listened to them when I was there. 
Full over against her Majesty, in the stage-gallery, appeared a 
miserable jQueen PhiHpjia, attended by Maids of Honour, not 
more beauteous than the originals. The music at Covcnt-gardcii 
has it hollow. 

The Cambridge Sermon has not reached me. Be so good 
as to bring it with you 3 I have a curiosity, and will indulge your 
Lordship’s in return with one from Oxford, which I heard there 
with great pleasure- 

I remember the last line of an old State Poem : 

^ We'll steal the King, and out-do Blood.* 

May it not pass for a prophecy of the late event at Warsaw ? 
How far does that magnanimous free Nation surpass us ! What 
are a little fornication and adulteryj now and then a divorce, 
and a clandestine rnaixiage ^ or the breaking the merchant's 
shins, and the stoneing an evidence, to this sublime Rape of a 
King ? and how improbable that repentance or fear should suc¬ 
ceed to so atrocious an attempt 1 

1 cannot attend the Mitre to-day j but his Majesty's health 
will be toasted there with particular cordiality. 

, '' The Lord Lieutenant was strongly advised not to bring on 
the point about the new Revenue Officers 3 and you see by ivhat 
numbers it has been lost. It has been suggested that political 

John Campbell, Viscount Gknortby, only sou of John third Earl of 
Breadalbane, and brother of Marchioness Grey. He died Nov. 14, 177 (■ 
f The Earl died, s. p. in. in July 178 b 

sub- 
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subdivisions here ba\'e interfered) that J^ord S* is thought of 
for Ireland, in order to the restoration of Lord \V. to the office 
he quitted 5 but that Lord - 1 is the choke of the Great Per¬ 

sonage, I this moment hear that Lord T. answered the Com¬ 
mons, that he will transmit their Resolution, but that he has 
already receh^ed the nominations to the Boards, 

My friend Bob Walpole took his leave at St* James's yesterday, 
and will soon proceed on his destination. He has been all this 
w^hile studying to tpialify himself for it) and AM'Ote from Ins 
brother's in Norfolk a I^etter to Lord 11* of ]50 pages. JEAeif, 
Ctesipho pairissas. With what complacency must your old Crony 
look down upon so ho|)eful a Son I The Under Secretary gently 
hints Ills wishes that his Correspondent will not persevere in that 
copia. Those two Ministers, with other valuable subjects, dined 
in Dean-street yesterday, 

'' Tlic Royal Society's medal will he given to Mr. Hamilton 
for his paper upon Mount ^tna. 1 am, it seems, upon the last 
with those Councellors whom you approi e: Se quoque prim'ipihm 
permistuM agnovlt. No Histories have appeared about Bi'iggs, 
The other day lie said at our house, that he went lionic soberly 
every night at the nine o'clock tattoo. 

I am, hoping to see your Lordship soon, n lth compliments 
to Lady Grey and the young ladies. 

Your Lordship's ever devoted, D. Wkay/' 


To R 1C HARD Gough, Esq* 

Dear Sik, Dean Street^ April 2d, 1775* 

t was not at all concerned in the Society for Promoting 
Learningy and have no recollection of any particulars about it. 
My dear frknd Dr. Birch, and our worthy Antiquarian Brother 
Di', Ward, were active Members of that Body) but they, alas! 
are no more, i think it was the general opinion, diat tiie de¬ 
sign miscarried from the opposition of the Booksellers* I am 
sorry not to be able to answer your questions in a more satisfac¬ 
tory manner, as I desire to shew myself on all occasions, dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble servant, Daniel IVray*" 


Letters to and from the Rev. Dr* Thomas Birch, 

From Jemima Lady Marchioness Grey^, 

Sir, ^744* 

I am desired to remind Mr. Birch, that he promised to send 
Miss Talbot Mr* Harris's Essays, when he liad done with them) 
and, if he will bring the book next time he comes to St* James's- 
square, I will take care to send it. I hope he will not think 
me very troublesome if 1 beg the favour of him to get me Foster s 
Sermons) and if 1 could have the three last volumes without 
the first, I should be glatl, as we have that in the country* If l\c 

^ Gviind daRp:hter of Henry ainl JeriJiina Duke and Dutc hess of Kent* 
See vol. in. l>. TOT; and the Literary Aneedutes/' vul IX* p* 506. 

knew 
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knew too of any ^ood imitation of Plato's Dialogues in Frencli 
or Engiish, I should be exti'emely obliged to him for getting it 
me, 1 hope to have an answer IVom him on SaturdaVj and that 
he will excuse tiie trouble. J. G/' 

Lady Grey sends her thanks to Mr. Birch for the favour of 
hh letters, and his trouble in getting Mr. Foster s book, which 
came to her very safe. She beiieves, from the letter she received 
last Sunday, he had been so obliging to write to her the week 
before to Wimpolcj but that letter, if he did, miscarried. She is 
now going to the Bishop of O.\ford’s^- for a fortnight, and when 
she removes again, her porter shall acciuaint Mr. Birch with if, 
as siie will always he very glad wherever she is to hear from him 
when it is convenient. And she desires his acceptance of the 
venison that accompanies ibis,'* 

''Sir, Wrest, Jtdij 2^, 

I think myself so much oldiged by the favour of your letter, 
that 1 could not but take the first opportunity to return my 
tlianks for it ; and assure you, that whenever you are so good as 
to give yourself the trouble of writing, I slialJ receive great plea¬ 
sure as well as infoniiation by it. It was an agreeable smprizc 
to me to see the usual Sunday*s packet i since as a correspond¬ 
ence to Wrest is so wholly disinterested now, and 1 can furnish 
nothing in cKchange, 1 had no reason to expect yon should employ 
any time only for my amusement. But it is a greater merit in 
whoever is charitable without the possibility of a returns and 
you may be sure, Sir, that those letters you favour me with in 
Mr, Yorkers absence will be preserved carefully among the Wrest 
Archives till he comes back, ami that my fingers are all at your 
service for pasting, if not for writing, to join them to their bre¬ 
thren in those volumes that already adorn his closet. 

As you will scarcely be much interested in the memorable 
events that daily happen here^as the frequent changes of weather 
we go through, the state of absolute rest, or the slow progress 
of my building, with many more equally important~I will spare 
you the reading of them ■ but there is a piece of intelligence 1 
must send for the honour of Wrest 5 and that you particularly, 
of all my acquaintance, should be infoi med of. It is (and I give 
you the assumice of it under ray own hand), that I have neither 
heard, seen, or felt, a Gnat, since'1 came hither. I fear you will 
think I am using the privilege of a tmveller, though I stay quietly 
at my own house j but I can bring seveinl witnesses to the truth 
of this assertion, strange as it may seem j and if it was not act¬ 
ing a veiy unfriendly part by any body, to ask them to leave 
Landon, and come to so doll a place as this, 1 would desire, if 
you doubt the veracity of it, you will come and try the experi¬ 
ment yourself. But,^ whatever you may think of this, you will 
belie^^e me very sincere, I hope, when \ add, I am always most 
truly. Sir, your friend and humble servant, J. Gpey,'' 

^ Dr. 1 homas Seeker, afterwards Arcbbisliop of Canterbury. See 
voLlll. p, 477 . 
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Lady Grey begs to know whetlier Mr. Birch has got the 
Collection of Sidney Letters,* and if he would care to lend them 
to Lady IMary Gregory to carry with her to O.'eford. She sends 
to ask this favour, because iMr. Yorkers set is the large paper, 
and bound, which makes them not so convenient for packing; 
and Lady Mary will take great care of Mr. Birch's, if he has no 
objection to lending them. They are desired to be sent bj the 
bearer, as she goes out of towm to-morrow. 

Mr. Yorke desires to mention to Mr. Birch, that if the 
weather should be fine next week, and he could like an excur¬ 
sion out of London (when he has seen how beautiful the country 
looks in the ride he is to take with Mr. Charles), Mr. Y-orke uilt 
tto extremely glad to see him at Wrest." 

Tuesday Et^miing, 23, 17(>2* 

“ Lady Grey sends her compliments to Dr. Bircli, imd was 
sorry she had forgot last night to mention a request she was de¬ 
sirous to make to him. She wishes very much to get a girl ad¬ 
mitted this yeai* into the sciiool at Clirist's Hospital. It is one 
who is not a Freeman's child ; and having seen, in the List of 
those wiio have the power of presenting at Easter, Mr. Josiah 
Colebrook's name, she recollected that Dr. Birch met him often, 
and would per]mj>s be so good as to ask whether his turn was 
not engaged, and if he would let Dr. Birch send him the name 
of the girk She takes the liberty of sending a marked List of 
the Governors, that, if this application should not succeed, and 
Dr. Birch shoidd sec among them the name of any other person 
he could speak to, and would take the trouble, she would think 
herself greatly obliged to him; and it is indeed for an object of 
I'cal compassion. She would not delay this request till she saw 
him again (having unluckily forgot yesterday till he was gone), 
being unwilling to delay it longei', as the time is but short/' 

Saturdayf June 30, 17G4. 

Lady Grey sends her compliments to Dr. Birch, and would 
be very glad if he could call pretty soon in the evening to see 
J^ortl Hardwicke, who is very much alone, and in want of com¬ 
pany. Slie hopes too he will be so good to come to him as often 
as he |iossibIy can.** 

Thursday Mornings 

Lady I\Iarchioness Grey would be glad to borrow Mi's. 
Macnulay*s Histoj y of England, if Dr. Birch has got it at home, 
and can spare it.*’ 


Dr. Bjrcu to Dr, Ducaeei.. 

“StE, Norfolk Streetf Friday Mornings June 14, 17o4- 
I cannot recollect to have met with any accomit, either in 
print or manuscript, of the many tUffej'cnt Pj’ogresses of Queen 
Elizabeth in her Kingdom j nor can 1 discover whether she was 
at Croydon after May 1574, during the remainder of the Life of 
Archbishop Parker, who died on the 17 th of May of the follow¬ 
ing year, 1575. Sirype takes no notice of any such visit of her 
Majesty. Arch- 
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Arehbfehop Grindall fell so soon under her displeasure, the 
very year after bis traiislatioji from York to Canterbuiy, that it 
is probable lliat she never iionoured him with any visit at Croydon,. 

His successor Whit gift, as we are Informed by Sir George 
Paule in his Life of his Grace, p. 103, * every year entertained 
the Queen at one of his houses so long as he was Archbishop, 
and some years twice or thrice f and albeit, adds he, p, 112, 

' the Archbishop had ever a great affection to lie at his mansion- 
house at Croydon, for the sweetness of the place^ especially in 
summer-time, whei cby also he might sometimes retire himself 
from the multiplicity of businesses and suitors in the vacations j 
yet, after he had budded his Hospital and Scliool, he was farther 
in love with the place than beb)re. Tlie chief comfort of repose 
or solace that he took, was often in dining at the Hospital among 
his ^ poor brethren,' as lie called them,* 

I am sorry that 1 am not able to give j ou any farther in¬ 
formation on this subject; and am, w'ith great regard and sin¬ 
cerity, your most obedient and most humble servant, T. Bikch-*' 
"Deab Sir, Jw/y 15, 1754, 

Tfie pleasure which I have received from tlie perusal of your 
^ Tour through Normandy* is such, that 1 could wish the satis¬ 
faction more general than that of a few of your friends; and 
therefoi'e hope you will pursue your resolution of committing 
it to the press. That Province of Finance of which you treat 
^vas forniei’ly so nearly connected ’wjEh our country, that this 
circumstance will excite a geneml curiosity, which your obser-^ 
vations wdll fully gratify, 

1 am now able to inform you of the reason of your not hav¬ 
ing yet heard from Mr. Hall, which is his indisposition ; on ac¬ 
count of which Dr, Forster told me on Saturday, that himself 
was to go for a month to Croydon to supply the place of Mr. Hall, 
■ivho is to try what effect a change of air tvill have towards the 
recovery of hU health. I am, with great regard and sincerity, 
dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant, Tho. Birch.*' 


Dr, Birch to Mr. Da Costa. 

Dear Sir, Jan, IS, 1763. 

Your religious profession may possibly be a prejudice to }'ou 
with some persons; but ought not, 1 think, to discourage you 
from offering you itself a candidate^^ on the present occasion, since 
you ha\'e shewn youi'self so iisefid a member of the Society, and 
arc capable of doing great ser^ ice to it in the office now vacant. 
The Council Is expected to meet on Thursday next to prepare 
for Election at the Society, probably on the Thursday following, 

I am^ Sir, your most obedient humble servant, T, BircthT** 

Dr. Birch sends his compliments to Mr, Da Costa, and ac¬ 
quaint^ him, that he put his Memoirs of Dr, Hall into Mr, Col¬ 
lin son's hands above a month ago, who undertook to transmit 
them to Mr. Du Ha me], 

* For the oihee of Librarian hi the Roval Society. 

" With 
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" With regard to Dr, Bradley, Dr. Birch soon after that gen¬ 
tleman’s death applied to Professor Bliss and the executor of 
Dr, Bradley for Memoirs relating to him j and speaking again 
to the Professor Just before the Society adjourned, that he had 
received no account yet of Dr* Bradley, he was answered, that 
such an account was, or would he sent to Dr. Morton, who 
nerer having mentioned the aifair to Dr* Birch, the latter will 
leave the former to draw up what he pleases upon the subject for 
the use of the Secretary of the Academy of Sciences*” 


Letters to and from the Rev. Di\ Priestley. 

To Mr* Da Costa* 

“ Deah SiE, Warrington, May 18, 

At length I have the satisfaction of sending you the sample 
of Noah's Baconf which I paomised you* I am sorry that 1 
hax^e nothing else to send you at present; but a Friend of mine, 
who is an excellent Naturalist, has promised to be attentive to 
every thing that falls in his way in our part of the country, in 
order to send me specimens of whatever is curious. These^ you 
may depend upon it, I shall transmit to you as they come to 
hand* Jn the mean time I am, with the greatest gmtitude and 
respect^ dear Sir, yoiii' obliged humble servant, J* Peiestley. 

“ P. S* The g'entlemen concerned in our Academy desire that 
I would return you their grateful acknowJedgnients for your 
very acceptable present of specimens of Emeralds* As the time 
of my Election* draws near, you v'ill not be surprised that I am 
a little anxious on that account,” 

To the Rev. Dr* Joseph Priestley, 

“ Dear Sir, Royal Society's Home^ June 14, 176^. 

*' I deferred returning you thanks for your greatly-esteemed 
of ISlh of last month, and present of the bitumen found in 
Lancasliire (vulgarly called there Noah's Bacon), which I re¬ 
ceived safe, till I could have the pleasure to transmit you notice 
of your Election into the Royal Society, It was on Thursday 
last I and T congratulate you sincerely thereon, and wish you 
many years' health to enjoy the honour granted you by the 
Society, which has^ I am persuaded, acquired in you a veiy valua¬ 
ble Member* 

Tmust now acquaint you of the method of your admission 
and payments* The payments are made in two ways; uir* 1, by 
paying five guineas admission, and signing a bond for the annual 
payment of l^s* of contributions; or, 9, by paying down 
25 guineas, and therefore not liable to sign a bond, or pay any 
future contributions; in short, in lieu of contributions* The 
latter way is the most eligible, and more agreeable to the Society 
when Gent femeu reside at a distance from London, hlessrs* 
Canton and Price, who congratulate you on your Election, and 
the latter desireil me to acquaint you he shall write to you soon. 
As F* II, $,—See (he next Letter, 


advise 
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:njrise ycni to pay the 25 guineas 5 and on your payment you have 
all the privileges of a Member—as, being inserted in the List of 
Fellows, having- the Philosophical Transactions, 6cc, j and leave 
is granted aud recoi'ded for you to be admitted, and sign the 
Cliavter-boolv whenever your business calls you to London, even 
though It be nnuiy years after. 

My respects attend the Gentlemen of the Academy j and 
assure them 1 shall always be rcatly to do any thing in niy power 
to testify my esteem foj' them. 

My compliments also attend Dr* Pcrcival. T beg the favour 
of your answer how you design to act. I am, with great respect, 
dear Sir, your very obliged humble servant, K* M. Da Costa..” 

To Mr. E. M. Da Costa. 

Dear Sih, JVarrlngtojtj Jime 2!, 1766. 

“ I am obliged to you for the n()ticc ytui were so kind as to 
scrul me of the liononr done me by the Royal Society, and for 
your advice about the most eligible method of defraying the 
;iecessary expences. Inclosed you ^vill find a bill of twenl)^-Hve 
guineas, at as eaj'ly a date I can procure for ready money. Please 
to deliver the receipt and Book of Rules to Mr. Johnson, booksel¬ 
ler, who will wait ii])on you with this letter, and who will soon 
have an opportunity of transmitting them to me. 

I am glad that the specimen of Noah's Bacon ^vas acceptable 
^o you. Be assured that J shall omk no opportunity of doing 
you any'feci'vice in my povveiA 

J am mjw wholly engaged in Electrical Experiments 5 and 1 
flatter myself that my encpdrics will appear not to have been 
wholly without success: but 1 am much at a loss for a Tourmalin. 
I urn afi aid } ask U^o great a favour, when I beg you would jn'o- 
curc me the use of one or two for a few weeks. They shouid be 
retnrneiVwiihont any injury, and Mr. Johnson would lake care 
of llic conveyance. 1 am, with great respect, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged humble servant, J. Piuestley.'' 

To the Rev. Joseph Priestley, LL. D. 

Rev. Sill, Lomlon, 4, IJGH. 

“ The inclosed anecdotes, concerning late Professor Van Mus- 
chenbroeck, 1 lately received from Holland {from Rev. Henrkk 
Putman, Minister of the Dutch Church in Austin Fiyars, F.R.S.)^ 
and are the result of my enquiries about him, which I made at 
your request. 

Pieter Van Muschenbroeck was born at Leyden, March 14, 
1692, and took up his degree of Doctor in Physick and Plii- 
los4)jdiy at the same place ^ was made Professor of the same 
Sciences at Duisburg, anno 1719 j of Philosophy and Matlic- 
niaticks at Utrecht, anno 1723 j and, lastly, of Philosophy and 
IMalhematicks, anno 1740, at Leyden, where he died Sept. 19, 
1761. His parents were Johannes Van Muschenbroeck, aud 
Maria Vander Straeten lits wife. 

At all time^ ready to your commands, 1 remain, Sir, 

Your very liumble servant, E. M. Da Costa." 

Dodington 
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DoDINGTON EgERTON*, Esq, to J. EoMONDSON-J-jEsq. 

SiHj Landford^ nmr ^tdhhuTifj Mau 1773. 

In the inclosecl 1 lia\e sent you a copy of my Warrant to 
the Privy Chamber, and likewise an absti^ct of the nature of 
the officcj from ^ The Present State of Great Britain §/ In v^hicb. 
it appears to me we are entitled to the title of ' Honourable/ not 
as being called of the King's most Honourable Privy Chamber, 
for Members of Parliament are called of the Honourable House 
of Commons ; but, relating to us, as it is said, that when Henry 
the Seventh established this Soctety of Gentlemen, he gave them 
the title of ^ Honourable/ I asked an old Baronet belonging to 
us, who wrote me word he was of opinion ^ve had a right to it. 
I should therefore be glad to have it conliruied by so able a per¬ 
son in his office (who delermines those things) as yourself. I 
cannot see myself why we should drop the least honours belonging 
to us, as we have no salaries. Perhaps, by searching into the 
I'ccords of Henry the Seventh’s time, in the Heralds^ Office, you 
may be able to find out more relating to tlie privileges, SiC. which 
would determine wliat the Esquires of Che Bath want to know j 
and if you could accomplish, settle, and find out this, it would 
still add to the character you already have in your office as 
Herald. As to the Lord Chamberlain’s, they know, I suppose, 
but little, as it is not of consequence to them, and therefore care 
little about it, btU is most likely to he met with in the Heralds* 
Office, where it may have Iain dormant a great while, and would 
be useful to be settled. 

I have another question to ask you, ivhich 1 beg you to in^ 
form me of. In your little book of Precedency, after Knights 
Batchelors (which title I wish you would explain), the eldest sons 
of the younger sons of Peers rank j after them. Baronets' eldest 
sons. My father was a younger son of John Earl of Bridgew^acer* 
1 had an elder brother, tvho has been dead some years j am there¬ 
fore the only Representative of my Father now livings 1 therefore 
beg to know whether I have not the rank, as the eldest now, and 
only son of my Father, w-ho was the yoiuiger son of a Peer. 

‘'"■1 should be glad to have a Line upon this as soon as you con¬ 
veniently can j who am your most humble servant, D. Egertos/* 

^ One of the GeriLlemeii of the King’s IVivy Chamber* He was the 
seventh and youngest son of the Hon. Charles E^^erton, who was the 
yoiiiig'est son of Charles fourth Earl of Bddj^^ewater, He died at Bath, 
about the year 1757' 

Mowhray Heraid Es.t ranrtiiuary. See ^^ Liter.iry Aneedotes/’ III. . 

+ These are to certify whom it niay concern, that by virtue of a 
Warrant to me directed, from the Earl of Hertford, Lord Chamberlain of 
his Majesty's Household, 1 have sworn and admitted you into the place 
and quality of Gentleman of bis Majesty’s most Honourable Privy Chamber 
in Ordinai^^ to have, hold, eKcrcke, and eujny the said place, together 
with all the rights, profits, privileges, and advantages thereunto belonging, 
in as full and ampl« manner any Genlletnan of his Majesty's most 
Honourable Privy Chamber doth or hath heJfl and enjoyed, or of right 
ought to hold ami enjoy the same. Given under my hand and seal, this 
20th day of November, 177 U ht t^he Twelfth year of his Majesty’s Reign. 

C. Mawuood, Gent. Usher of his Majesty's Privy Cham be r«" 
f This account may be seen, much more at large, in Mr* Pegge's 
very eiitcrtaimng publicalioii, ialttuled, ** Curialia/' Part I h 

lyiK, 
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Sir, LamJJordy near Sarunij Nov 3, 1773- 

" I aru obliged to lettirn you half' of your letter to me, being 
willing not to alter the Pedigree which you requested me to alter 
under your draft of it ^ and sorry I am to alter one part of it, 
which was the only snrvivmg son of my brother, who died at 
Lyons the 12th of September last"* The title of' Hunoumble' was 
ccTtamly granted by Henry VIJ; and of course must be intended, 
when the Gentlemen of the Privy Chainbev were made. You say 
the Esquires of the Knights of the Bath have a Chai'ter signed 
by the King, wlicre it e 5 tj>ressly says they shall enjoy all the rights 
and piivileges of the Gentlemen of the Privy Chambei'. Now such 
a clause could not have been inserted in the Charter, and signed 
by the King as w'ell as bis Predecessoi's, if there had been no 
rights, privileges, and advantages belonging to them; for the 
clause must have been absurd and foolish had there been none j 
and 1 am strongly induced to think that there must be some 
records somow'beie of the reign of Hemy VI1. that mentions it, 
though as yet you cannot meet with them. 

Your observation i elating to ray not ranking as my Father's 
eldest son was cei tainly right \ but to iny sorrow that now takes 
place, being the only Representative of niy Father, as iny dear 
nephew is now dead, i should be glad of your opinion in youi^ 
next, whether the children of an Eai J's eldest son has the nmk of 
Honourable, or the children of Dukes' younger sons, they both 
being 'the Right Honourable George such a thing, commonly 
called Lord such a thing and of course no Peer. I am 

" Your friend and humble servr^nt, D. Egehton/' 

'' Sir, Lumlford^ wear Sulhhiirif, Eel>. 14, 1774- 

" 1 desire to know what t)te ex pence will be of painting and 
highly japanning the body and carriage of my post-chaise black, 
with the mouldings gilt, and what lime it will take up in doing 
when 1 can conveniently bring it to town. 1 have been in great 
expectation of having an answer from ycni to my last letter, con¬ 
cerning the Esquires to the Knights of the Batin I was in hopes 
you would have found out somew'hcre in the Heralds^ Office the 
nature of the institution of the Privy Chamber by Henry VII; 
for, as he must ceitainly have conFerred the title of ' Honourable* 
itpon them, and having granted so high an office upon two of 
them at Coronations, and given them the precedence at all pub-^ 
lick solemnities next to Privy Counsellors that are not Peers; 
and Chamberlayne, who published ' The Present State of Great 
Britain,* in Queen Anne's time, amply making mention of all 
this, and mudi more, which I sent you, certainly could not have 
made this adl out of his otvn head, but from proper authority. And 
as things of this nature, with othei's, fall in the department of the 
Heralds' Office, hu' Ciiamberlayne most take it from some office, 
if you by your researches could re-establish their jirivilegcs, I 
think it would lie advanlag'cous to you in future. As to myself, 
1 think, by Cliambcrlayne s state of the Privy Chamber, 1 hare 

Lievtlfitiaiit of the Second Troop of Life Gusird^. He died at the afje 
of s- p. j anil was buried at tiaddesden. 

as 
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as undoubted right to the title of ^ Honourable/ as it no where 
appeals that in any Reign it was taken away—as that two of those 
Gentlemen are to represent the Dukes of Aquitaine and Nor¬ 
mandy, or that I have a right to my Coat of Arms*~Looking 
carefully over the little book of Precedency 1 bought of you^ I 
beg to mention two or three things that appear an omission to 
mej and as 1 should be glad to contribute any thing in my povrer 
towards doing you any kind of service, shall set them down* After 
the Wives of Knights Batchelors rank the Wives of the Eldest 
Sons of the Younger Sons of PeeiB; but the Grand-daughters of 
Peeis are omitted* I see the Daughters of Bat'onets rank next 
to their Elder Brother's Wife j and I thought all Daughters did so 
in every rank : if so, then why are they omitted?—Then, Cowards 
the conclusion, T do not see Seijeants at Law, or Doctors 
Graduate, mentioned* I shall be glad to hear from you; and am 
Your friend and servant, D, Egerton " 


Alexander Dalrymple*, Esq. to Mr. Herbebt-I-. 

Soho Square, May 4, 1772 , 

Mr, Dalrymple presents his compliments to Mr. Herbert, 
with a complete set of the Memoirs he has jmblished* He begs 
Mr. Herbert will return the loose Memoirs he had before* Mr, 
D, has also sent a Chart of the China Sea, and a Chait of the 
Sooloo Archipelago, which completes the set of Charts. 

Mr. D. has also sent a proof of a Memoir concerning a Chart 
of the Northern part of the Bay of Bengal, which is in hand, 
as Mr. D, intends to insert in it the Bay of Codgond, of which 
he received a plan from Mr. Herbert, if he has no objection,” 

" Soho Square^ Sept. 9, 1772. 

"Mr* Dalrymple presents his compliments to Mr* Herbert* 
Mr. D. has received from M* D'Apr^ a copy of a plan of 5^raif 
of Baity, &c. intended to be engraven in the new Edition of 
the ^ Neptune Oriental.* It is laid down from observations of 
several of the Company’s ships, whose Journals were sent to 
M. D'Apr^s by the Company, as well as trojn obsen^ations of the 

’iP Of this eminent Hydrographer a satisfactory memoir, and a list of 
his numerous publications, may be seen in Mr. Chalmers's Bio^rapbi- 
cal Dictionary, vol* XI. p* 217.—^1 shall, tberefore, only say, that he was 
born July 34, 1737, at New Hailes, near Edinburgh, the seat of liis 
father Sir James Dalrymple, Bart; that he was elected F* S. A, in 1770, 
and F. R. S* in 1771; that be died June 19 , J8(hi, at his house in High- 
street, Maryde-bone, and was buried in the small cemetery adjoining the 
church* His coUection of books was very large and valuable, and parti¬ 
cularly rich in works pertaining to geography and navigation, which were 
purchased by the Admiralty.—His valuable collection of Poetry be be* 
tjueaihed to his heir at law, to he kept at the family seat m Scotland, as 
an heir-loom ; and bis miscellaneous collection, containing, among others, 
many valuable foreign books, paFticularly in the Spanish and Portuguese 
languages, was sold by auction, and produced a considerable sum. 
f The industnous Re-publisher of Mr, Ames’s " History of Printing*’* 
VoL* IV. N N French* 
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French. Mr. D. obicn^es it Is considerably different from Mr. 
Foweirs plan of Sanianapi which he had a copy of from Mr. 
Herbert, and thei'efore begs to know if Mr. Herbert has any ob¬ 
jection to Mr. D. sending M. D'Apies a copy of that plan, which 
Mr. Dp would not do without Mr, Herbert's permission.*' 

To Alexander Dalrymfle, £st[. 

Sir, Cheshunt^ Jan, 1774. 

1 thank yon very kindly for your favour of the ^Ist, and 
especially for the good intention to me therein expressed, 

*' What is mentioned concerning Van Keerlen's Charts was 
not so much on my own account as what I was afraid others 
might object. As you have had the perusing all my MS, 
Charts, 1 apjvrehend I have none but such as you took copies of, 
or else had already by you. If i knew of any remaining in ray 
possession worthy a place in your collection, 1 would readily 
send them to you^ in order to enlarge so useful a design; and 
upon all occasions shall take a pleasure in manifesting myself to 
be in sincerity. Sir, 

Your most obliged and veiy humble servant, W. H/’ 


To Mr. Heebert. 

“ Dear Sir, Soho Squaref j4pril 10 , 1779, 

The East India Company have set me to work, as you will 
perceive by the inclosed. You were formerly so obliging to give 
me leave to copy a draught of the Strait of Lombock, &c. but as 
all my Collection of Charts are still in India, I will esteem it a 
fciyour if you will be so obliging to let me cojjy it over again, I 
think you also mentioned having many views in the Strait of 
Malacca, and yai'ious Journals in different parts of India, if you 
should be inclined to part with Ibem, 1 vvill be obliged to you 
to let me know what they ai'c, and what value you put upon them, 
I am, dear Sir, very truly. 

Your obliged humble servant, A. Dalrymple.'* 

Dear Sir, Soho Square^ June 30, 1779* 

I have hitherto been prevented paying my compliments to 
you by an unlucky accident, the pole of a coach having torn my 
thigh. I am now pretty well, though still somewhat lame, I 
intend to do myself the pleasure to make you a visit on Saturday 
next, if I do not hear of your being engaged. I cannot do 
more than make you a visit, and return in the evening. 

I am, dear Sir, your most obliged servant, A. Dalrymple.'* 

Dear Sir, Soho Square^ Dec. 11, 1779 . 

In a Catalogue of Books now on sale by Thomas King, I 
perceive there are many English books before 1600, I thought 
this intimation might be satisfactory to you, and it affords me a 
slight occasion of testifying how much I am. Sir, 

Your much obliged humble servant, A. Dalrymple,** 


Dear 
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Dear Sir, Titch^eld Street, Maif B, 17S^. 

In a Catalogue just published by Collins, No* ^0, Exchange 
Alley, there are many old hooks whose dates come within your 
limits* I thought you \vould be glad to have this intelligence; 
and in case it should bring you to town, I beg you will take the 
trouble to return Barlowe s book. If you should have no farther 
occasion for it, having promised to lend it to a gentleman when 
you have done with it* I remain, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged humble servant, A. Dalrymple*'* 
Dear Sir, TlicJ^ld Street, Jan. 29, 1735* 

I inclose your Memorandum, with many thanks* You were 
60 obliging to say you would put Withers ^ Juvenilia^ in your 
pocket t!ie first time you come to town* Let me beg you also 
to bring his ^ Haleluiah, or Britain s Second Remembrance/ 
which 1 likewise wish much to see* 

u Veiy truly yours. A* Dalrymple**’ 

Dear Sir, TUchfield Street, Feb, 14, 1765 . 

'' Pursuant to iny promise, I asked Sir Joseph Banks to let 
you have the inspection of the Museum Catalogue, so fur as 
already printed, and he in the most obliging manner said that 
he would put it into your possession for any reasonable time if 
you would call on him* Whenever you come to town, 1 will 
accompany you to his house* 

I have picked out a few old books for your inspection. If 
you have done with my book that contains the copies of different 
types, I beg you to bring it with you* 

"" Vei 7 tfuly yours, A* Dalryaiple.'’ 

""Dear Sir, Titckfeld Street, Juhj 18, 1785* 

"" Having printed some extracts from Wither s Poems, with 
remarks, I wish to send a copy to you, but do not recollect the 
direction for the coach, 

"" If you should be at any time disposed to part with those 
pieces of Wither that are in your valuable Cbllection, J beg you 
will be so good to let me have the refusal* Dear Sir, very truly 
"" Your obliged humble servant. A* Dalrymple/' 

"Dear Sir, Dec. 23, 1785* 

"" You will oblige me very much by the favour of letting me 
see thop pieces of Wither tvhich you have that are not in my 
Collection of his Works* 1 have marked with A* D. in the ac¬ 
companying List such as 1 have got already* I have inserted 
them in the list as wantetl, because I wish to get another copy; 
and if you should chance to meet with any of the pieces in that 
list which you do not yourself mean to buy, I shall be much 
obliged to you tfi purchase them for me* 

I perceive the copy of the extracts which 1 jmbJished some 
months ago lies still below stairs tied up with your copy of the 
" Juvenilia,' dh^cted for you. If you wish me to send them to 
you, be so good to point out the direction for transmitting them. 
Your copy of the " Juvenilia' wants two leaves in " The Occasion/ 
&c* You will be able to supply ft from your copy of " Abuses 

N 2 stript 
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stript and whipt j' but^ if that should also be defective, you can 
copy it from mine, 1 wish to see the copy of Abuses, with 
his head, ' aetat, suse ^ 1 

I have seen, from the King's Library, the Edition of Wither s 
Works, 1690, It is a spurious Edition, containing but a small 
part of Wither's Works, and Browne's ^ Shepherd's Pipe/ pi'O" 
fessedly given as Browne's,, It is probably that Edition referred 
to in the ' Juvenilia/ a copy of this was lately sold at Egertons, 
but I was too late, though it is of little consequence, containing 
nothing but what we have elsewhere, and not published by him. 

** Mr, Reed, of Staple Inn, has several pieces which I have not 
seen, I have marked them R, as it might be satislaetory to you 
to know w'here they are to be found, 

I have also got a piece not mentioned in Wood's List, nor 
elsewhere that 1 know } it is called ^ Prosopopaeia Britannica: 
Britain's Genius, or Good Angel, personally discovered, by Terrie 
Filius,* Svo, London, printed by Robert Austin, 1648, He styles 
himself, in the Dedication to the ^ Campo-Musae,' TerrtE Filins* 

I remain, clear Sir, your humble servant, A. Dalkvmle/* 
Deak Sir, 1736. 

I am extremely obliged to you for the favour of the five 
volumes of Witber's which you have been so good as to lend me 
I perceive you have in them a duplicate of the ^ Fides AngUcana,' 
for which I shall be your petitioner, and can in return, out of 
duplicates, give you ^ Fragmenta Prophetica,' which I believe you 
have not. It has three title-pages. Echoes from 6 th Trumpet, 
1666. Nil ultm, 1668. Fragmenta Prophetica, 1669. 

I am sorry I had not met with Wither's List of his Works 
after the ' Fides Anglicana/ before I published the ^ Extracts,' as 
it explains Wood's blunder, and tells us what compose the 
^ Juvenilia/ though 1 am sorry to find some of those I have 
printed in my List of Desideraio were lost in MS. and therefore 
no hope they can* ever be recovered, notwithstauding what 
Wood says. 

I shall be obliged to you to look over the List of the Edi¬ 
tions mentioned in pp. 8 , 9, and 10, of ' Extracts,' and over the 
List printed on the last page, in case you have any Editions 
which I have not got, as I would be glad to collate them with 
what I have. My copy of the Dark Lanthorn has the title-page, 
which you can therefore supply to yours, and mine wants the 
Preface which yours has. The List you were so good formerly 
to shew me, I believe you had again; hut it mentioned you had 
the Lottery folio j be so good to look if this is the same as in 
the Emblems. I also beg to know if your copy of the Emblems 
is complete. After the Lotteiy is an Index, and after that a 
Poem called ' A Supersedeas to all them whose custome it is, 
without any deserving, to importune Authors to give unto them 
their Eookes.' After which follows another Poem, entitled, ' A 
Direction, shewing how those who are so disposed, shall find 
out their chance, in the Lotteries aforegoing/ After this follows 

two 


A. DALRYMPLE^ ESS, TO MR. HERBERT. 549 


two wooden cuts, each of which has obviously had au Index to 
turn round, but the Indexes were wanting^ in the only copy I 
have seen with the wooden cut. I have three copies of the 
Emblems; only (A) one has bis }>ortrait, or the preposition to 
the Jrontispiece j another (C) has frontispiece ^ and one (B) 
wants frontispiece also. The 1st book in all the three copies is 
printed by A. M, 1635 ^ two copies (which I call A and B) for 
Henry Taunton j and one copy (C) for Robert Allot. The 2d, 
3d, and 4th, in ail the copies is printed by Augustine Mathewes, 
1634, without any bookseller's name. One copy (C) has the 
Index complete, and the Poems imperfect. The copy (A) has 
the Index imperfect, and wants the Poems; and all w'ant the 
wooden-cut. The copy (B) is only fragments to complete im¬ 
perfect copies, and therefore if your copy wants any thing which 
it can supply, you shall be very welcome to what yon want from 
it, I have not examined the copy at the British Museum, but 
intend to do it next week. 

'' I find I was mistaken in supposing your copy of ^ Abuses 
stript and whipt,' was anno 1611. By collating it with the 
Edition of 1617^ I perceive that it is that Edition j not only the 
errors of the press, but bad letters are the same. I shall examine 
whether the plate to yours be the same as that in the Edition of 
1615, at the British Museum. 

'' ' Salt upon Salt' is in the possession of Mr. Reed, of Staple 
Inn, who lent itme^ but ^ Furor Foeticus,' ' Joco-Serio,* and 
the ^ Triple Paradox,* I never saw before. Mr. Reed has ' Crums 
and Scraps, 1661,' and ^ Epist. vagum prosa-metricum, 4 to, 
1659and I have got, since the Extracts were published, * The 
Psalmes of David translated in Lyrick Verse, 1632,' and ^ The 
Hymns and Songs of the Church, London, 1623 j' and another 
copy of the last in hlacJc-letter, without date. Your Edition of 
^ Vox Pacifica * is the same as one 1 have. 1 do not know of any 
other copy of ' Prosopopaeia Britannica, or Britain's Genius,* 
but what is in my possession. In Furor Poeticus it is quoted by 
himself as his. I have two Editions of the ^ Sighs for the 
Pitchers,'1666.1 ought to make an apology for taking up so muck 
of your time ^ I shall therefore put an end, I remain, dear Sir, 
Your most obliged humble servant, A. Dalrvmple.'* 
‘*^Dear Sir, June 10, 17S6. 

I have lately purchased the fallowing old books : 

1577. London, 4to. ^ The most profitable and comniendablc 
Science of Surveying, &c. by Valentyne Leigh.' Thei^e are 
bounded up with this two leaves of a ^ Iteproofe of M. 
Dorman's Proofe.' 

1592. London, 4 to. ' The true use of Armorie, by William 
Wyrley.' 

15S4. London, ‘ The Art of Riding.' 

In case you should wish to sec any of them, 1 will send them 
to you. I have also bought, the ^ Dialogue between the Giants 

at 
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at Guildhall/ tt> which * Joco-Serio/ by Wither^ is an answer. 

1 believe I have now got complete all Wither's Works after 1660, 
except' Joco-Serio/ which 1 have got copied in MS. from yours. 
There arc several volomes spared to me by Mr, Waldron, which 
contatned some things 1 had not before seen, particularly ^ A Pro¬ 
clamation, Sic/ Svo. 1669; and * Verses to King- , 8 vo. 1669; 

also ‘The Protector/ 8 vo. 1655, which is in Brit. Mus: In 
this CollectioD were also ‘ Furor Poeticus,* 1660, anti ^ 'friple 
Paradox/ 1661, which ! had of yours j and ^ Tuba Pacifica/ 
1664/..a different Edition from what I before had. There vvas 
likewise a 4th Edition of ^ The Motto/ 8 vo, 1691, with the 
only printed title-page, 1 have seen, of the other three Editions 
in my possession, one having no title-page, and the other two 
engraved frontispieces. There was likewise an Edition of ^ Fair 
Virtue,’ Svo, 1699, printed for John Grismond, but I conceive 
there is still an earlier Edition, printed for John Mamot. In 
this Collection were also the first Edition (I believe) of ' The 
Satyie to the King,* 19mo, 1615, and ^ The Songs of the Old 
Testament,* 1691 j not the same as * Hymns and Songs of 
Church,’ which I had. I have also got Wither’s translation of 
' Neraesius de Nainra Hominis/ by which 1 find Sir John Davis’s 
Poem on the Immortality of the Soul is chiefly taken from 
Nemesius, I have picked up a Tract in 4to, by Thomas Jenner, 
with some very good plates, the marginal notes of which seem 
to be what the Heads of Tate’s Edition of' Sir John Davis are 
taken from. Do you know any thing of this book of Jenner? 
for the title-page is imperfect, and wants the date, 

" 1 beg you will let me know what is the last year of publica¬ 
tion of my plans you have, that I may complete your copy with 
the recent plates, 1 remain, dear Sir, 

** Your most obliged humble seiwant, A, Dax-rymple.** 


Letters to and from George Mason*^ Esq. 

To Mr. Herbert* 

SackviUe Streetj at Dr. Tubbs, No. 8, Feh^ 94, 1779- 
Mr, Mason presents his compliments to Mr. Herbert: since 
he had the pleasure of a conversation with Mr. Herbert, has 
been once in the countiy^, but did not stay long enough to finish 
his parcel for Mr. Herbert’s inspection ; hopes by the middle of 
next week to bring it to town with him, and will lodge it at 
Mr. White’s, where Mr. Herliert will have an opportunity of 
looking it over, Mr. Mason intends putting a scrap of paper in 
each book, with the reason of bringing it* Where Mr. Herbert 
sees no paper, he may conclude the book totally omitted by Ames.” 

• Eldest son of a Distiller at Deptford Bridge, whose widow re-raar- 
ried Dr, Jubb, late Hebrew Pro'fessor at Oxfords Mr, Mason was well 
known for bis valuable collection of old English and Foreign Literature, 
and atithor of “ An Essay on Design in Gardening, 1796/' first pub¬ 
lished in 1768, without his naaiei and “ Appendix to ihe^ame/' “A 

British 
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To George Mason> Esq. 

“ Mr. Herbert returns sincere thanks to Mr. Mason for his 
fevour of yesterday 3 shall be greatly obliged to Mr. M. if instead 
of sending the intended parcel of books to Mr. White's^ he %vill be 
so kind as Co send them to the Black Bull Inn, Bbhopsgate-street, 
directed for Mr, Herbert, by the Cheshunt coach. The greatest care 
imaginable shall be taken of them, and be returned with all pos¬ 
sible speed/together with the book by Juliana Bernes, piinted 1695, 
for Mr. Ma 30 Q*s inspection^. Mr. Herbert intreats this favour, as 
be does not know of being in town before the middle of next May .*' 


To Mr. Herbert. 

Aidenham Lodgej May ^9, 1780. 

Mr. Mason's compliments to Mr. Herbert, with ^at piece of 
Churchyard's which was not sent before, because it is mentioned 
by Ames under Bynneman, though Ames has shortened the title. 

Mr. Mason has found the Plowman^s Songfj iit Cooper's 
Muse's Library, p. £94, as taken from ' England’s Helicon/ and 
signed N. Breton^ so that, if Elvethamt is genuine, Breton must 
have been the Author. Perhaps ‘ Briton’s Boure of Delights,* 
a Quarto, printed by Johnes, 1597, might cleaT this matter. By 
the bye, Ames calls him Brit land, 1 suppose by mistake. The person 
who leaves this will call again to-morrow in his way back* 


British Freeholder's Answer to T. Paine;" A Supplement to Johnson's 
English Dictionary,’' 4to; “ Poems, by Tbotnas Hoccleve, with a Preface, 
Notes, and Glossary! 1796," 4to ; ** Life of Richard Earl Howe, 1803, 3vo, 
who purchased Mr. JVPs paternal estate at Porters, 177^L Mr, Mason 
died Nov. 4, 1306, at Aldenham Lodge, Herts, of a fit of apoplexy, aged 
71. He left his landed property to bis brother's son, and provided hand¬ 
somely for a natural daugber.^His Library was sold, by Messrs.^Lei^b 
and Soitbeby, in four distinct parts, the first in 179^, the last in 
Mr. Dibdin says, “ It must have been a litile heart-breaking for the col¬ 
lector to have seen his beautiful Library, the harvest of many a year s 
hard reaping, melting away piece-meal, like a snow-hall- before the 
warmth of some potent cause or other, which now perhaps cannot be 
rjvhtly ascertained. See here, gentle reader, some of the fruits of thu 
■^olden Masonian harvest I — gathered almost promiscuously from the 
several parts.—The collection was an exceedingly valuable one; rather 
select than extensive : exhibiting, in pretty nearly an equal degree, s^e 
nf the rarest books in Greek, Latin, and English Literature. The 
of the Masonian cabmet, in the estimation of black-letter bib- 
liomaniacs, was a perfect copy of the St. AiharCs, of Juliana Barnes i 

book of mwkhig. Hunting, and Angling, which perfect copy is now re¬ 
posin’:^ in a collection, where there are keimAm of far greater value to 
dim its wonted lustre. But let Mason have our admiration and esteem. 
His Library was elegant, judicious and, in many respects, very precious j 
and the cidiector of such volumes was a man of worth and learning. 

pp^ 559—5o4. 

^ The Tract on Fishing Is wholly omitted iu this Edition, as perhaps 
in that of St. Alban's, hut is inserted in that by W. de Worde, J49S.” 
t See the Gentleman’s Magazine for 1779, vol.XLtX. pp. 31- 336. 
t Oueen Ehzabeih’s Entertainment by the Earl of Hertford, at Elve- 
thanC in 15f)l, is preserved in the curious Collection of the Queen's 
Progresses," 3 vols. 4 to, ITBS—lSfib. 
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To Geoege MasoKj Esq, 

"" Ma^ BO, 1780 , 

Mr, H, returns his best respects to Mr, Mason, thanks him 
for the favour of sending Churchyard's ^ Account of the Enter- 
tamnient of Queen Elizabeth in Suffolk and Norfolk^ 3 ' and hopes 
he wii! excuse the not returning it this day, having several friends 
and subscribers living in those counties, he is desirous to make 
larger extracts from it than that time will allow, being pre- 
engaged when the book came, and intending for London eo- 
niorrow. Great care shall be taken of it, and that it shall be 
ready against the next opportunity Mr* Mason may have of send¬ 
ing, or calling at Che^hunt/" 


To Mr* Heebert- 

Sje, Lodge, near St.Jlban's, July IG, 1780* 

''As soon as 1 came home, £ examined my copy of the Moral 
Proverbs, printed by Caxton, and find the conclusion of the 
translation thus: 

' Tliende dootli shewe every work, as hit is 
Woo may he be, tliat to God endeth niys 
Explicit*' 

Then foIlow's, ' Of these sayings/ &c. Mr* Thomas (in his 
Preface to Urry's Chaucer) does not call Chaucer the author 
of the Moral Proverbs printed in Pynson's Edition of 1526, but 
it seems Pynson does. However, 1 should pay very little regard 
to Pynson's authority fn this particular, because the other piece 
of' La bell dame sauns niercy,* could never be Chaucer's, though 
printed as such by Urry j for it was translated from the French 
of Alain Chattier, who died near 60 years after Chaucer 5 and 
even Christine of Pisa seems to have flourished too late to have 
had any of her vviitings translated by Chaucer* I think Mr* Tyr- 
vvhitt, in his Edition of the Canterbury Tales, has taken notice of 
all the pieces attributed to Chaucer, which (if he has) might 
give you further insight. Having lent my copy of Mr. Tyrwhitt’s 
Edition, I cannot at present refer to it* 

'' 1 wish you that success in your undertaking, which in my 
opinion it highly deserves ; and am, &c. Geo, Mason," 

'"Sib, _ 18, 1785* 

“ I should think myself guilty of an unpardonable omission, if 
1 did not acknowledge the very polite manner in which Mr, 
Herbert has recorded my scanty supply to his clear, accurate, and 
judicious work* The least I can do is, to endeavour to merit 
the praise he has given me by a diligent perseverance j and, as 
an Appendix is intended, I hope I am not too late. 

'' P* 45, Article ' Confesslo A mantis/ Besides the ways here 
quoted of rectifying the error in the date, 1 have seen another 
more plausible, and should think it worth while to examine, 
whether it can be at all confirmed by inspection* The way is, 
by inserting a fifth x before the viz^ ccccxlxxxxiii* This is 

^ Re-printed in the “ Progresses of Queen Elizabeth.” 


from 
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from ooe of T, Ilawlmson*s Auction Catalogues of a Sale com¬ 
mencing April 26 [1727 I conjecture to be the year, and the 
7th part of the Coliection]^ printed for Ch. Davis, I take this 
opportunity of mentioning, that in a Pars Altera of the same 
Collection (Sale commencing Jan. 2^, 17 ^ 27 - 8 ),among the octavos 
is this articlcj No. 494^ ^ Fair warnings to a careless World# 
York# 1566,’ 

P, 1S8, * The Worke for Householders’ is not, nor ever 

was in my possession; and as no other possessor of it is men¬ 
tioned, perhaps it might be as well to rectify the mistake. The 
book was sold at Mr. West’s Auction, and therefore 1 should 
think the purchaser might easily be known, 

P. 242-3. * Dives and Pauper/ Neither have J Ibis book, 
but as other possessors of it are mentioned, the mistake does not 
much want rectifying, especially as I would rectify it myself by 
procuring a copy, if ever I can, 

P* 270 , I take it for granted, that Mr. Herbert is thoroughly 
with all the Editions of * Customs of London ;* nor can I furnish 
him with any authority to shew any Edition of this book printed 
by Pinson, But Mr, Gough seems to be wrung, if he would 
confine all the Editions to the year 1502, because Aw copy ends 
with sheriffs of that year r wy copy carries tliein on agreeable to 
Ames to tlie 12th of Henry VllL Indeed, by 7iiy copy I should 
guess, that this List of Sheriffs was a kind of distinct publica¬ 
tion, and perhaps the only part of the book printed more than 
once j for it ends with a blank page, after which the signature 
begins afresh [a 1], By the bye, our friend Mr, Gough has 
made a most egregious blunder in his Anecdotes, where he re¬ 
cites the contents of this book. After the contents of one of 
the chapters he inserts (vok I. p 577) B VI, which in the ori¬ 
ginal is a mere reference to the signature of the leaf. Many of 
his readers may mistake it for Edit'ard! the Sixth, and wonder 
how that could be in 1502, 

Among the books printed by either of the Coplands, I see 
no nientioii of a Morte d’Arthur/ copied from Caxton’s, Yet 
I have many reasons for believing sucli a book to have been 
printed by one of the Coplands. I likewise believe my own copy 
of ^Morte d’Arthur’ to be the bookj but my copy wants two 
leaves at the and, and the title-page, if ever there was one. It 
begins exactly like Carton's, as Ames has described it } and the 
first leaf has this signature -f- 11. Now, if a Caxton (which the 
type plainly shews it is not), such a beginning of signature would 
be no proof of imperfection j but whether later printers ever began 
reckoning with a blank leaf, Mr, Herbert is the best judge. 
Mine should seem the same w'itb No, S20 in Ratcliff Catalogue, 
* The noble and joyous Boke, 3cc, Imp. by Copland and it may 
seem strange that I should not have ascertained this matter by 
inspecting this article at Mr, Ratclifie’s Sale, There is certainly 
a defect in me, either of examination then, or of memory now; 

^ Which he bought at Mr, West’s Sale, No. 2483. W. H. 


for 
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for I caonOE say positively, whetlier I did iuspect that article j 
but I perfectly remember, that my book neither accorded with 
W. de Worde's, nor T. Cast’s, both in that Library, I should 
imagine Mr. Ratcliffe’s had both litle-page and printers name, 
whence No, £80 was framed j but without a view one cannot be 
positive, since Mr. Radeliffe would sometimes supply the defect 
of a title by a manuscript one of his own imagination. If Mr, 
Herbert could learn who purchased this No, S£0, he might soon 
clear up the doubt. My book was made perfect as io the matter 
from Cast’s purchased by Mr. Pennant. Mine is printed in 
columns, and has small wood-cuts, 

P. 576, Last article, and note (vv), if Mr. Ames was misled 
by a few leaves printed by Pinson at the end of the second volume 
of Froissart in Im copy of Middleton's Edition, yet how happens 
it that no copy of the second volume has Aliddkton at the end * ? 
and also, that three out of four Froissarts that you meet with 
have the first part printed by Middleton ? It cannot be supposed 
that so many copies should be made up like Mr. Ames’s, 

P. 659. ' The Forest/ This aitlde is not mentioned as 

having been printed before, yet I have an Edition exactly similar 
to the description of (his, printed by John Kingston, for W, Jones, 
1571 j ^^nd see Ratclilfe’s Catalogue, No, 1115* 

If any of these books are wanted for your inspection, you 
liave only to intimate your wish to. Sir, 

Your obliged humble servant. Geo, Mason/* 

Deah Sir, Marc?i £4, 1735, 

“ I have brought up the volume which contains those parts of 
T, Rawliiison*s Catalogue which you was desirous of seeing ; and 
I should have brought the ^ Mort d’Arthur/ but that the size 
will not conveniently suit being packed in a cl oak-bag j fori 
generally travel to town on horseback j indeed my own carriage 
has been parted with these live years. The knavery of an elder 
brother obliged n\e to make this retrenchment. The first time 1 
make up a parcel to come to London, the ^ Mort d’Arthur* shall 
come in it ^ but I am very cautious how 1 send parcels of books. 
I had a box-full of books, of at least tJie value of 30 guineas, cut 
from my own waggon in London streets, this last Christmas, 
and have heard nothing of them since* 

When you write to Oxford about the Arnold's Chronicle in 
the Bodleian, I should think it would be worth your while (if 
you are not already informed) to have Mr. T. War ton asked some 
more jiartlculars about a book, entitled, ' Orlando inamorata/ 
which he quotes in p* 78 of his recent Edition of Milton, and 
which Ames takes no notice ot It is a translation of Boyardo 
in English heroical verse, 4to, 15^8. If I remember right the 
translator's initials are R.T. 

Wbat I said about the Froissart requires a little explanation. 
When I talked of ‘ three copies out of four having the first part 
printed by Middleton, and the second by Pynson/ I did not 
mean that yon had said so ^ but from the lesult of my own oh- 

* I never met with any other copy of W. Middletpn’s I si volume. W. H. 

servalion 
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servatioR 1 suppose it to be apparmtl^ the case. I have been in 
search of a Froissart for above these 1 ^ years | and as I have set 
my mind on a complete Pynson, I am still without a Froissart. 
In all that time I have seen but two Pynson's [Mr. West’s and 
Mr. Beauclerk’s], but at least six copies with the names of Mid¬ 
dleton and Pynson 5 nor have I ever seen a copy with Middleton's 
name to the second part, or have heard of any body that has. 
Yet I would not by any means be understood to contravert your 
opinion^ * that Middleton printed the whole/ for I believe that 
he did; but it should seem as if he retained Pynson's name to 
the Second part^ 

** Give me leave to suggest a difficulty which occurs to me 
about your plan of arrangement. If I do not misunderstand 
yoUj the 9d Edition of Crowley's Pierce Plowman is to be inserted 
in the second volume. 1 thought ail the ommlom were to be put 
in the Appendix; and 1 thought the Appendix was to be in the 
third volume, 

“ 1 should be happy to avail myself of your veiy obliging in¬ 
vitation, though my opportunities of doing so ai^e not so frequent 
as a few years back. My journies across the countiy into Essex 
are totally discontinued. I remain, dear Sir, 

"" your faithful humble servan t, (t b o. Ma son/' 

Dear Sir, April 31, 17S5. 

** I conjecture that part of T. EawHnson's Catalogue (which 
stands first in my 8vo volume) to be the seventh of the coOeciion, 
because it is printed for the same Ch. Davis, as the sixth part 
sold in March, 1736 j and this sixth part (which I send for 
your inspection) appears by the many continuaiiom of the classes 
to be the winding-up of the first intended sale. The titie-page 
Will shew you that T. Rawlinson was then deceased. I also send 
you another volume containing the three first parts in 13mo, as 
you have only the second of these*. No. 53 of Bib, Westiana tells 
us, this collection consisted of 16 parts, which were selling from 
1731 to 1734 , The first six in 13mo, you see, have the titles 
numbered ^ my octa’i'O volume has five more (eleven ); you have 
ttvo more followings Ames quotes one of Nov. 1733 j Dr. Askew 
had one of 1733 ^ so that one more of 1734 makes the 16. If 
1 had known as much about them at the time of West's Sale, I 
should certainly have been a bidder j but I did not so much as 
mind the aiticle. Whenever you can spare the 4th part, and the 
two octavo parts that follow mine, 1 would thank you for a sight 
of them. 

I have compared my ' Mort d’Arthur' with the descriptions 
in your letter, and find them tally exactly : at the end both our 
copies are alike imperfect \ mine has prologue and prefixes, but 
even these want a leaf of the table about the middle. 

J cannot help thinking, as I hinted before, that Middleton 
preserved Pinson's name and the original date to the conclusion 
of his own Froissart, You know that MidcUeton's master (Redman) 
had before made equally tree witfi Pinson's mark. 

♦ Yej, I have the fourth aUo/* W. H. 

" As 
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" As to Crowley's Pierce Plowman, the mistake is my own. 
Having observed the omission in A7nes, I first mentioned it to 
you as a caution; I afterwards forgot this circumstance, md 
supposed yoa to iiave actually adopted Ames's omission in article 

Crowley- ^ j 

A Sale that comes on in York-street next Monday, has a 
Pinson's " Dives and Pauper/ at which 1 hope to make your 
words good about my possessing it. I am, dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble servant. Geo, Mason* 

“ Dear Sie, Gidea Hadf Oct. 9, 17^6. 

** Though your letter was dated Sept* S6, it was Oct* 6 before 
I called at the Sun Fire Office, and consequently 1 did not ^e it 
sooner* By that time it was too late for me to send the Froissart 
to Crutched Fnars so soon as you mentioned j and indeed I came 
out of town immediately from the Sun Fire Office to this place, 
without returning to my town-lodging, where the Froissart is. 
I shall go through London again to-morrow morning, and then 
put this letter into the post, and send the Froissart to Mr* Richard 
Cooke's. I will ask Mr. White to whom he sold your copy; but 
I dare say your mere inspection of mine will clear up ail doubts* 
I do not know who brought Mr* Beauclerk's, 

“ 1 should be happy to have an opportunity of meeting you, 
but am unable to appoint anytime for it^ because, though I 
have office-calls to London once in a fortnight, and sometimes 
oftener, yet in the winter-season I am by no means regular in 
my attendance, and may possibly not attend once from the be¬ 
ginning of November to the end of February. 

“ In order to give you as full an insight into the St* Alban's 
book as I am able, 1 have put the extracts with my own obser¬ 
vations in a separate paper, which 1 here inclose* Believe me, 
I thought it no trouble, but was exceedingly pleased with the 
idea of contributing to the [jerfection of your accurate and 
valuable work- 

With regard to the Edition of Tusser, it certainly came from 
Denham's press, and has the letters H. D* inserted in (what I 
call) Denham's sign at the end. At the period of its publication 
{which makes the first line of the title-page thus, ‘ 1590') 1 sup¬ 
pose Denham was dead, which occasioned the mention of ' As- 
signes of William Seres / and I suppose Seres had his right 
from Day. 

^Mn your first volume you express some little doubt of the 
existence of Caxion's ' Mort d'Arthur/ and mention the Har- 
leian, vvith other Catalogues where you have searched in vain; 
but (though not very accurately classed) it is to be found with a 
very full and particular description in p. 25 of the Harleian Ca¬ 
talogue, vol. III, It occurs likewise in one of T* Eawlinson's 
Catalogues, [Part JX, Sale beginning Oct* 16, 172/,] No. 792. 
It is also among the Englisli folios in F* Bernard's Catalogue, 1698* 
When you wish to ask any questions, or have any thing to 
commumcate, the surest way is to direct to me at Lodge Farm, 

near 
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near St. Alban's. I always desire my correspondents to omit the 
word Aldenham in the direction, because the insertion of it has 
frequently sent my letters to the wrong post-town, much the 
greater part of Aldenham being nearer to Watford than St. 
Alban's. I am^ dear Sir^ 

Your faithful humble servant. Geo. MAso^3/' 

“ Dear Sir, London, Sept ^23, 17 SEJ. 

I have for some time past intended writing to yon, partly 
to convey a very few remarks on your second volume^ and partly 
others which 1 had omitted to make on your first. However, it 
is not now in my power to do this fully from town, not having 
the books here necessary to refer to. But I will for the present 
send you such observations as I want no further help for ^ and 
when at Aidenkam Lodge (not OrdinhamJ^ will collect the rest, 
and return a complete answer to tlie queries in your letter. 

In your second volume you have taken no notice of two 
books in my possession, which I rather think should belong to 
that part of your w'ork, though very possibly they may come in 
with equal propriety in your third part. The first is an edition 

of 1590, in quarto, of ^ Five Hundred Pointes...by 

Thomas Tusser, gentleman. Printed for the Assignes of William 
Seres*/ At the end of the book is Denham's sign and motto. 

" The other is also a quarto : 

' H YPNEROTOiMA- 
CHIA. 

THE 

Strife of a Love in a 
Dreame, 

Nosce Ne quid 

teipsum nimis. 

At London i 

Printed for William Holme, 
near the great North 
doore of Paules, 1592/ 

** At the sale of Mr. Tiitefs books I bought the true Pynson 
Froissart j and I compared it (particularly the conclusion) with 
two copies printed by Middleton. Middleton copied Pynson 
verbatim^ and in several particularities j but in some respects 
the true and JictUious Pynson are glaringly different. The last 
colophon in the true is in a larger type than the text, which in 
the fictitious it is not: the lines of the colophon aj'e differently 
disposed, and consequently the figure of the w’hole totally differ- 
cnt. There are also many little difierences in the spelling. 
My Froissart is still in town : and if you have any desire to in¬ 
spect it, I will leave it for that purpose at any place in town that 
you will appoint* You will then see, whether Mr. Ames's copy 

^ “ How this came to be printed for the Assignees of William Seres, I 
cannot conceive, seeing it was never printed by hinii nor licensed to him, 
buttoJ. Pay^ T* March, R, Tottlc, W. H. 

(now 
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(now youi^) is really made up from two dilferent books ^ or 
whether the last colophon by purporting to be Pynson’s (though 
really Mid die ton *s) has not misled you. 

My safest direction (in the countiy) is. Lodge Farm, near 
St* Alban's. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant. Geo. Mason." 

" Sir, OcL 9, 17B6. 

“ Tlie original edition of Juliana Bernes’s book, printed at Si* 
Alban's, 1486, should most probably begin with a blank leaf, 
which blank leaf Mr. Mason*s copy has not ^ but what seems to 
be the beginning of the book is printed on signature (all), 
a, hi c, have eight leaves each, d only four, with a blank page 
at the end of the last, the book of hauking being finished at 
the bottom of the first page of tfs fourth leaf. Huniing begins 
with signature e ; both e and have eight leaves each, and con¬ 
tain the whole of Hunting' but the last page is here also vacant* 
At the beginning of ^ Coote Armuris,’ the signatures re-commence 
with (a 1), which perhaps induced Mr. Ames to call this the 
second book, and to include both Hauking and Hunting in the 
Jirst. This second set of signatures reaches to (f 10), but the 
letters preceding / have only eight leaves each: the last side of 
(f 10) is also blank. Thcr^ is no numbering of pages, nor 
catch-words* The pnncjpat initials (of which none are wanting 
in Mn M*’s copy) are cleai'ly supplied by the pen, chiefly in red 
ink, but sometimes in biack, or more properly blue. The in¬ 
troduction to the first book is literally this; ' In so moch that 
gentii! men and honest pcrsoaes have greete delite in Hauking, 
and desire to have the maner to take haukys ; and also how and 
in waat \yyse they shulde gyde theym ordj^nateli j and a to knaw 
the gentill termys in cmnniunyng of theyr haukys ^ and to tin- 
derstonde theyr sekeneses and cnrimnteesj and also to knawe 
medicines for theym according ; and raony notahull termys that 
had ben used T hawkyng both of their haukys, and of the 
fowles that their hawkys shall sley. Therfore "thys book fow?- 
lowyng in a dew forme shewys veil knawlege of suche plesure to 
gentill men and p'sones disposed to sc it.' 

“ The variations from Ames are in italics. At the a he has 
inserted how. In faiowyngfor foiulowyng, perhaps he designedly 
rectified a mis-spelling. 

The Introduction to the book of Hunting stands thus: ^ Lyke 
wise as i' the booke of hawkyng aforesayd are writyn and noted 
the termys of plesure belongymg >0 gentill men havyng delite 
f her in. In the same maner tbys booke folow^ng she with, to 
sych genlUe personys the maner of huntyng for all maner of 
beestys, wether lliay be beestys of vcnery, or of chace, or rascall* 
And also it shewith all tlie termys co'venyent, as well to tlie 
howndys as to the beestys aforsayd. And in certayn ther be many 
dyverse of thaym, as it is declared in the boooke folowyng.' The 
triple ooQ is in italics, being in my ojnnion an error of the press, 

Mr. 
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" Mr* Ames’ quotation from the Introdiictjon to tlie third 
book should have been printed thus: ^ Here in thys booke 
folovvyn^ is determyned the lynage of Coote -^frmuris: and how 
gen til men shaU be know^ti from ungentil^ meoj See.' 

Mr* Ames's next quotations * Of the ofspring,’ has only two 
deviations^— who for wkom^ and for ionde. But alJ the 
commas should be omitted^ and the semi-colon after jirofeiiys be 
changed to a full stop. The b;c. too is an error* as the quota¬ 
tion goes to the end of the paragraph* which paragraph is to¬ 
wards the bottom of the fii^t side of leaf (a 11.) 

Towards the bottom of the first side of leaf (b 1) occurs the 
the pai^raph inti tied* 

' A gentylman spiritual!* 

' Ther is a gentylman a churle sone a preste to be made and 
that is a spirituall gentylman to God and not of blode. Butt if 
a gentylmanny's sone be made preste he is a gentylman both 
apiritiiall and temperalf Cn'ste was a gentilman of hb nioder 
bebalve and bore cotarmure of aunseturis. The .iiir. Evangelist 
berith wittenese of Cristis warkys in the Gospel* with all 
thapostilles* They were Jewys and of gentylmen come by the 
right lyne of that worthy conqueroure Judas Maebabeus hot 
that by succession of tyme* the kynrade fell to poverty after the 
destruccion of Judas Machabeus- and then they fell to laboris 
and ware caJde no gentilmen* And the .hii, doctoris of holi 
chirch Seynt Jerom Ambrose Augnstyn and Gregori vi'ar gen- 
tilmen of blode and of cotannures/ 

The colophon concludes the last page of (f 9)* but reaches 
little lower than the middle of it* thus: ' Here in thys boke 
afore ar contenyt the bokys of haukyng and hnntyng with other 
plesuris dyverse as in the boke apperis and also of Cootarmuris 
a nobull worke. And here now endyth the boke of blasyng of 
armys* translatyt and compylyt togedyr at Seynt albons* the yere 
from thmearnaezon of oiiire Ixirde Jhu’ Crist m. cccc. lsxx vi/ 
This is all the colophon in that page j but in the next (first 
of f 10) is* ^ Hie finis div’soru' gen osis valde utilia' ut intueTib' 
pateb’t* The St. Alban's arms i ^ Sanctus Albanus.* 

" This figure has ail white lines* which are here sketched with 
black ink^ but the whole ground of it (here blank) is red; and 
this is all the foundation Mr* Ames had for saying " Printed in 
vai'ious inks*' For the Tatin words are all jminted' in the same 
black letter with the rest of the book. But if (as is most likely) 
Mr, Ames meant to say* that the whole hook ivas ' printed in 
various inks/ this can only relate to a few words in divei^e parts 
of the Poem on Hunting printed in red j unless indeed he sup¬ 
poses the initials printed^ which should seem vciy improbable 
to any body that inspects the book** 

P, S, Since my writing the letter to Mr, Herbert* I have 
observed that a ' Mort dArthur* makes part of No* 2485 in 

♦ Messrs. Nichols and Spilsbury* who did separately inspect it at ]\!r* 
B. White's, announced the iuhials lo be printed. W. H* 
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West’s Catalo^ie (by WyRyam Coplande, no date). Also the 
same Edition makes an article by itself in the Harleian Cata- 
log^uCj vol, Jll No* 3506. 

Mr Herbert takes notice of only one Edition by Crowley of 
Pierce Plowman's Visions, though Crowley’s second Edition of 
the same year (1550) is much more common than the first; 
whicli indeed may well be, as Bishop Percy says there are two 
different impressions of this second Edition, and points out the 
difference. See his Dissertation on Pierce Plowman in second 
volume of Ballads, and the note,” 

“ Deae SiE, Lodge Farm, Nov. 6, 17S6* 

My copy of your first volume being at my towiidodging, 
and the St, Alban’s book here, makes it impossible for me to 
collate the places you mention till I go to town ; but I will con¬ 
trive to take the St. Alban's book witlx me, that two journeys 
may not be necessary before I could send you an answer, I in¬ 
tend getting To town some time on Monday the ISth, and shall 
be at Iiome for two hours from half-past five, and also on 
Tuesday the 14 th, for about thi^ee quarters of an hour, com¬ 
mencing a little before ten in the morning. You see, I shall 
have most time Monday afternoon, and should be happy in your 
company to tea at my lodging. No. 30, Essex-street, 

“ You may leave the Froissart for me at Mr* B, White’s: I 
have promised him a sight of it, to compare with a copy now 
in his possession, which 1 think you should see. You have a little 
mistaken my assei tion about W, Middleton’s Edition : 1 did not 
suppose it a pirated Fijmoft throughout^ hut only observed, ^ that 
all the second volumes have Py ns on's colophon, and no mention 
of Middleton/ I agree with your opinion, ^ that Middleton 
printed the but think you should have added the cir¬ 

cumstance of Middleton's name never occurring in the final 
colophon, verbally copied from Pynson's Edition; for by your 
silence on this head, a contrary opinion seems to be implied. 
When I wrote to you before on this subject, I had no idea of 
what I now take to be the case, viz. ' that Froissart has been 
printed three times/ First, by Pynson (my ovvn copy); second, 
by somebody after Pynson, retaining both his colophons, but 
not the fonn of the latter (now at Mr. White's); third, by Mid¬ 
dleton, always copying Pynson's last colophon. Now, if this 
supposition is not true, the practice of perfecting copies from 
various Editions must have been more general than can well be 
imagined. 

** At the time of Mr, Beauclex'k’s sale I was not aware of any 
difference of form in Pynson’s final colophon; and so took no 
notice about it; much less was I aware of it at the time of Mr. 
West’s Sale, but could learn the circumstance from the gentle¬ 
man who bought that copy (Mr. Martin, of Worcestershire). 

I am, dear Sir, your faithful servant, Geo. Mason.” 


Letters 


[ 5S1 ] 

Letters of Mr. Mason and Mr. Samuel Pegge 
on the Glossary to Hoccleve’s Poems. 

As the first Editor of any of Hoccleve's Worksj it is thought 
that Mr* Mason should bring' forward every thing that tends to 
dev elope the history of a man who has written so much, and is 
yet so little known ; vh. his extraction (by inference), his situa-p 
tion in life, his connections, his religious opinions (which have 
been unjustly doubted), together with his habits, and even his 
foibles, which he frankly confesses. He seems to have preserved 
the acquaintance of his more early days, and perhaps Sir Henry 
Somer was one, among several others not to be discovered. 
Those pei-sons of more elevated rank appear to have allowed him 
a poetical access, at a time when few, so far from composing 
metrical pi'ose, could hardly write at alL He seems to have been, 
by his own confession, an extravagant debauchee in early life, 
and to have ended in a diseased, impotent, old man, S, Pegge 

Mr. Mason perfectly agrees with Mr. Pegge, that as much 
should be said about Hoccleve's Life as can be \'ouched for; and 
with regard to his situation, connections, religious opinions, 
and habits, he thinks he has gone considerably into them. With 
regard to his extraction, that (as Mr* Pegge observes) can only 
be gathered by inference from some northeim phrases. Mr, Mason 
has already observed on the proverb of shooing the goose being 
called Scottish, and will there add some additional remarks in con¬ 
sequence of Mr.Pegge's suggestion. Considering the age to which 
Hoccleve probably amved, Mr* M-cannot agree with Mr, Pegge in 
thinking him then diseased or impotent. To write a Poem to the 
Duke of York at 80, is mther a contradiction to supposing liim so j 
and surely he might well want spectacles at that age, G* Mason.'* 


Mr* Pegge s Reasons for supposing that Hoccleve was 
of Northern Extraction. 

[CalletsJ A callet is a scolding woman; and calletting is 
scolding in the North of Yorkshire, and in Northumberland* 
It is used by Shakspeare ^ but is not found in the Glossaries 
either to Chaucer or Spenser* 

[GredeJ Sometimes written greet and greit—to weep, Mt is 
na play where ane greitSi and another laughs' Scottish Proverb, 

[Tweyc.] Twice. Twtj is in ordinary use in the North. 

[Waar*! For beware, is used in the North* 

(Wage*] For wages, as we now speak. This singular is in 
constant use Northerly, 


^ Sou of the Rev, Dr* Sainuel Pe^fe, the venerable Antiquary ^ ami 
faiht^r of Sir Christopher M. D. Regius Professor of Medicine in 

the University of Oj^ford.—Mr* Mason closes the Preface to ** HoceJeve's 
Poem,'" with thankful aeknowledgineut of having received many very 
uj:ernl hints communicated by the judicious Author of the Curialia.*' 

_Mr, Pegge was also Author of the ehiertainmg Anecdotes of the English 

Lari'^u^iee,'* ami uf ** Curialia Miscellanea j or, Anecdotes of Old Timei, 


:ige. 

Regal, Noble, and Gemilitjal.” 
Yot. IV. 


[Laid 


Oo 
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[Laid his knifej in the vulgar language of Yorkshire the 
run of a man's table is called a Knife^gatCj L e, your knife shall 
always have a free passage to my table; a knife being* antiently 
part of every man's pei'sonal appendages. 

[Thick,] Plentiful, abundant. A Northern word, and not 
applying to the substancej but to the number of the thing 
spoken of, ^ Thick as Hops’ is a pretty general expression. 

[Feel a Taste,] Peculiai* to the North, where they also aay 
feel a smelL 

[Old.] Great. The Saxon positive, of which Alder is the 
comparative. It is seveml times used by Shakspeare. 

[Kuss,] A Kiss, This word remains in the North of England. 

[Lyte*] Is a strong Northern word. Used both for 2 ^ liUle of 
any thing j or a few^ in things that go by tale, 

[Shoo the goos,] A Scottish proverbial expression found in 
Ray’s Collection, to import any unnecessary employment. The 
Scots have another saying, ^ It is na mair pit tie to see a woman 
greitj nor to see a goose go bare-fit.’ fSay, Another Scottish 
phrase occurs in Hoccleve, 'A dumb man wan never land/ S.P,” 
Mr, Mason begs leave to observe, that many words and 
phrases now only used in the extremities of the kingdom, were 
formerly general in every part of it, Mr. Manning will tell you, 
that in remote parts of the island the common people to this 
day talk better Saxon than English. This is rather a bar to 
drawingany positive inference from the use of a few words to the 
author's extraction, Grede^ and Ute^ are Chaucerian: kuss 
is in Gower, and occurs often in Caxton’s ^ Proud Lady of Love.' 
Waar is only that gemination of vowel so common in this MS. 
and also in Mandevile, and in the original Edition of Juliana 
Barnes. The word swppoiuaiii is in Wintown's Chronicle, and 
it is also in Hardinge’s, and mppoaill is used by Lydgate as well 
as Hoccleve, Sappoweling is also in the proclamation for appre¬ 
hending Sir John Oldcastle, Can we say that these ivords are 
peculiarly either Scotch or English 

“ Hir wit were in hir heele.] Probably a Scottish proverbial 
saying, though not found in Kelly’s Collection. There is one 
notunlike it, vk* ' It goes as much into my Heart as my Heel/ 
i, e, it does not affect me at all, S, P,” 

‘^Tn the Glossary, it is thought that more than mere initials 
would be better, in some eases, as, 

Sp, (instead of S.) for Spenser, 

Tyrw. (instead of T.) for Tyrwhitt. 

Fort, (instead of F.) for Fortcscue on Monarchy, 

Lydg, (instead of L.) for Lydgate, 

M, V, (and not M. alone) for Maundeville’s Voyage. 

Ly, Diet, (for Lye’s Dictionary) adding Manning’s Edit, 

P. Langt. (for Peter Langtoft), Hearnc’s Edit. 

P. P. V, Pierce Plowman’s Visions, 

Pr, Parv, Prom ptoriiim Par valor um, printed 1499. 
llobt.Gl. (Robert of Gloucester), published by Heariie.,,. 

Wic. Wieliff’s Testament, Lewis’s Editi{m. Doug. 
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Doug. V, (instead of D. R.) for Douglas's VirgiL 

It is little known that Kuddimati was the conipiler of 
the Glossary. S. P/' 

Mr. Tyrwhitt mentions Ruddiman as the author of the ^ 
Glossary to Douglases Virgii ^ and since the [mblication of 
Chalmers's Life of Rnddinian has made his works more known, 
it would seem rather invidious to omit Ruddiman's name entirely. 

Sp, %vould confound Spenser with Speght, or Speed, or Spel- 
man. To make it clear, it must be Spen, Mr, Manning had so 
great a share in the compilation of Lye's Dictionary, and has been 
so ready to afford Mr. Mason information, that he thinks it a pro¬ 
per compliment to put his initial first. Many of the other Authors 
are so well known, that additional letters are unnecessary, G, M." 


Mr, Pegge has never seen Mr, Chalmers’s " Life of Ruddiman, 
and by no means meant to depreciate hiui. Mi‘. P, collected it 
as a supposition (not knowing that it was confirmed that Ruddi¬ 
man was the compiler of the Glossary) from Mr, Brand's Antiq. 

Vuig. i). 29 . s. v:* 

Tyrwhitt had mentioned it in his Chaucer. G, M,'* 

Mr, Masonj after making use of most of Mr. Pegge's papers, 
returns them with a continuation of his Glossary as far as Q. 
He has put his own auimadvei'sions on the back of each paper 
respectively j but takes two into the country, which be will bring 
to town again when he comes next. He returns the transcript 
that ]Mr, Pegge may refer to it to judge of the animadversions. 

Mr. Mason is puzzled with the 14th line of this Poem: that 
is, he cannot determine whether a comma should be put after 
han, or espyed. He thinks espyed should leather belong to the 
Chancellor, than to the Society j hut then, if the comma is at 
han, will not the construction of the four last words be very 
harsh, ^ Ye do not say that ye have seen/ though perhaps 
not harsher than that of some other passages? Mr. Mason thinks 
say the proper interpretation of heede in this place j and he finds 
it to be one of its senses in the Glossary to Robert of Gloucester." 

IIL] " Par la Court cle bone Compaignie, &c,’ Mr. Pegge 
observes, from the tenor of this Addi^ess to Sir Henry Somcr, Chan^ 
cellor of the Exchequerj sent from ‘ the Court of Good Company,' 
it seems probable that there was a periodical Club, and an An¬ 
nual Meeting of some select friends (Members of Strand Inn, 
or of the Middle Temple, or of both), called ^ The Court of 
Good Company, Hoccleve addresses Sir Heniy Somer with 
great respect, and in the 9d line apologizes for cal ling him a 
Fellow of that Society, after he had risen to so high an employ- 
mentj and to the honour of knighthood, Hoccleve’s education, 
as a Lawyer, probably never extended farther than to the Slmnd 
(or Ciiestre’s) Inn, an Inti of Chancerj/j then a nursery for young 
students designed for the Bar, while Sir Henry Somer had passed 
through an Inn of Courl^ ant! at length reached the Bench,—It 
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may be worth while to consult Madox*s ' History of the Exche¬ 
quer' for the nature of the office of Chancellor at the time when 
Hoccleve lived* 

An Annual Meeting of the ‘ Court of Good Company' was 
approaching, when the above Address was sent to Sir Henry 
Somer who seems to have been the Sieward, or Preside?!^ in 
that year at the * Congregation' (as it is called, line 53), which 
was to meet on the following Thursday, In this summons he is 
complimented for having sentj besides the arrears of his quota, jLc 
nobles (cx gratis) to enrich the Society, to enlarge their enteitain- 
ment, and to put the * Old Foundation/ which had suShred by 
former expences, ^ out of the danger of outrageous waste,' S* P." 

Mr. Mason thinks with Mr. Pegge, that this ^ Court of Good 
Company' more probably consisted of select Members*, than of 
the whole Society of the Middle Temple^ and he has altered his 
note to the title accordingly* Though the Meetings of this Court 
were periodical, tJiey seem not to have been held at any certain 
periods ; and there is notiung in the poem to lead us to suppose 
that they were annuaL One might rather conclude (from one pas¬ 
sage) that the Steward at one dinner fixed the day for the next. 

Mr, Mason thinks it highly probable (as Mr* Pegge suggests) 
that Sir Henry Somer was the Stewaixl at this time, and he 
means to insert a note to that purpose, Mr* Mason searched Jong 
ago in Madox, but could find nothing to his purpose* 

“ The word is frequently used by Lydgate for ; so 
that Mr* Cayley’s transcript maybe perfectly right j indeed the 
stroke under the p in the MS* (which Mr* Mason thought might 
stand for an r) is under all the p's, G* M/' 

As it appears to be proper that such accounts of pei'sons 
mentioned by Hoccleve, as can be in any wise obtained, should 
be produced, a question arises how did Mr. Wart on and Mr. 
Walpole (in hk ^ Anecdotes of Painting in England') learn that 
Hoccleve was a Member of Chestre^s Inn ? The same channel 
might lead to something about Sir Henry Somer j and, if trace¬ 
able at all, may be found among the old Registers of that Inn, 
or of the Middle Temple; for whither could the Students of 
Strand Inn go, when dislodged, except to New Inn, or to the 
Middle Temple, the pai^amount Society of them both } S. P," 

Mr* Mason has observed in hk Preface, that Hoccleve's resi¬ 
dence at Chestre's Inn is testified by himself in the beginning of hk 
Poem de regimme prindpum; consequently neither Mr,Warton nor 
Mr, Walpole need have gone further for their authority, G, M.*' 

“ Modern Writers deny that CJmtre's Inn W'as an Inn of 
Chancery; but it was a parcel of the Middle Temple, called 

^ On the tomb of Sir John Ross, in Stoke Albin church, Northampton¬ 
shire, h iiiscribed, jam 3[channej^ fio^, it turn Compa0nc.^, He 
was of tbe Belvoir Family, and died about the middle of the 14th cejitury, 
anil had probably been a Mem her of this Fraternity* Editoh, 
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Stmnd Inn, and the largest of ail the Inns of Chancery* It had 
formerly belonged to the Bishops of Lichfield and Coventryj an- 
tientJy styled Bishops of Chester (because they often resided there 
while Chester was part of their Diocese), and became at length 
an Inn appendant to the greater Society of the Middle Temple, 
till it fell a sacrifice to Somerset house. 

It appears from Stow's Survey, ld03, p* 447^ that besides 
tlie Strand Inn antiently belonging to the Bishops of Lichfield, 
another Inn (or Hotel) appertaining to that See, and then called 
Chester s Inn, were existing at the time of the demolition by the 
Duke of Somerset, To preclude confusion with the present 
Bishoprick of Chester (erected by Hen. VIIL), Sir Henry SpeL 
man says he never knew that any Episcopal House in London 
was annexed to that ^ee* [Reliq. Spelm, p* 214.]’' 

" There seems to be some contradiction in Dugdale'a and 
Spelman's accounts of Chestre's Inn at the time of its demolition* 
Mr, Mason will examine them and rectify his note accordingly* 
That it was a residence of Law-Students in Eichard the Second's 
time, is almost manifest from Hocelevels residing at it (unless 
the Privy Seal was kept there), but whether it was an episcopal 
house before, or after, does not absolutely appear; though 
from the name of Chester one might be induced to suppose ^ it 
previously episcopal, and that Dugdale is mistaken, or mis¬ 
understood by Mr* Mason—He thinks, however, it will not he 
his business to leave Hoccleve in the lurch, and enter into any 
long disquisition about Chester's Inn* G, M," 

Mr* Pegge cannot help thinking that something, in a note* 
should be said about this Inn, which is allowed to have been an 
Episcopal Place, and afterwards an Inn of Chancery. When 
Hoccleve wrote, it pi'escrved the name of ChestePs hin; ^ was 
afterwards, at its demolition, called Strand Inn^ S. P." 

Mr* Mason has already, in a great measure, complied with 
this recommendation, since he was in town last* G* M*'' 

Bi’ygge.] It should seem that the Tavern here mentioned 
w'as in Southwark; for Hoccleve says, he took a boat at the 
Bridge to return home to the Privy Seal, which office is supposed 
to have been kept in Westminster, and he to have been a resident 
Clerk The Bridge, therefore, here pointed at, could only 
mean London Biidge, w'hei'e boats plyed to convey passengers 
either up or down the River* He tells us that he took a boat in 
Summer to cool himself after a debauch, and in VVinter because the 
way was deep- In his return, on foot, he must baveb^n obliged 
to pass on the Strand, which we know was almost impassable 

* In bis Address to John Duke of Bedford, Regent of France, he 
styles himself an ** liumblo clerc," i* e. in some office ; and not an eccle¬ 
siastic* It appears afterwards that there were four clerks, of whom 
Hoecleve was the seal or, whose privilege it might be to have an apart¬ 
ment at the office.” 
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SO lately as in the year 1533, vvhen an Act of Parliament was 
made to repair it from Strand Cross (the situation of the New 
Church) to Charing Cross. [See Eastalfs Statutes.] S. P/* 

"" Mr. Pegge is certainly mistaken in the grounds of his ob¬ 
servations, From verse 173 to 190, it plainly appears, that the 
tavern frequented by Hoccleve was near Westmmster Gate* G.M" 

From Mr, Mason’s observation, Mr, Pegge conceived the 
Paul’s Head to have been a licensed stew, and therefore supposed 
it to have been in Southwark, Till it can be ascertained where the 
office of the Privy Seal was kept, and where the Paul’s Head Tavern 
was situated, it seems impossible, at this time, to guess what is meant 
by the Bridge. Could it be admitted that the Privy Seal office was 
kept at Westminster (which is thought to be most probable), and 
that the Pauls Head Tavern was near to the Strand (or Chester's) 
Inn, and where Hoccleve met his old associates in an evening ? 

“ Hoccleve being a Clerk of the Privy Seal, and having relin¬ 
quished all further pursuit of the Law, the mention of Westmimter- 
gate is almost sufRcieiit to induce us to believe that the o^ce of the 
Privy Seal w'as kept within the old Palace at Westminster, and the 
more so, as he calls the office his home; and to which he often 
returned from Southwark by water, and took a boat at what he 
emphatically calls ^ the Bridge,' which wanted no specification* 
Mr, Pegge would hazard one more conjecture* Maitland, in 
his ^ History of London ’ mentions Stra^id Bridge* (Edit* 1739, 
p* 739.) Stow also mentions the Strand Bridge^ below which, 
he adds, was a landing-place on the banks of the Thames* 

Some stairs to the Thames, placed at the mouth of rivulets, 
over which there had formerly been a Bridge a little inland, still 
preserve the name of the Bridge respectively j—such as Battle 
Bridge; Cuper’s Bridge, &c. 

Let thePrivy Seal office be held where it might, Mr* Pegge 
thinks it most probable that the Paufs Head Tavern was one of 
those in the neighbourhood of the Inns of Court, and of Chan¬ 
cery, frequented by the Men of Law. S, P*" 

" Robert Chichele.] On a tablet in the Church of Chilham, 
in Kent, is an inscription to the memory of Mary (Kempe) 
Lady Digges, where it is expressly said that she was lineally de¬ 
scended from ' Philip [pa] daughter and heir of Sir Robert Chicely, 
Mayor of London, and brother to Heniy tlie Archbishop** [See 
Mr, Parsons’s Monuments in Kent, 4to, 1795, p* 73.] The 
Chamberlain, who Leland says had ^4 children, must have been 
another brother, from whose descendants chiefly the stemniata 
became so numerous* In Dr, Paul Wright’s Edition of Heylyn’s 
^ Help to History,’ Svo* 1773* P* 517* it appears that Sir Robert 
Chichley (there called brother to Archbishop Chichley) was Lord 
Mayor of Tendon, A, D, 1411, and again 14^1* Weever, p* 
409 (where Ins monumental mscriptlon is given), says the second 
date was 14^2* The epitaph tells us that he was a grocer, and 
very charitable; and even adds, that he was a tall man* S. P," 

Mr. 
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Mr. Mason has taken Mi\ Pegge’s hintj and consulted Weever^ 
and Wright's Heylyn^ on the subject of Robert Chieiielc, In 
Weever {p, 153)j lie has also found an old authority for Hoc- 
cleve's orthograpliy of the word la^h (in its general sense of 
Jaw)j which he thinks entirely precludes any argument drawn 
from the letters of the word to a signification of urrears, G. M.*' 

Possibly the Chamberlain of London was Thomas Chichele. 
Mr. Lysonsj in his ^ Environs of London/ III, 23^, speaking of 
the manor of Kingsbury in Middlesex^ saysj that' it was purchased 
in the year 1439 by Thomas Chichele and othei's, as Trustees for 
All Souls College in Oxford, to which Society it still belongs.* 
[Mr. Lysons refers to the title-deeds of All Souls College.] S, P,” 
"This article Mr.M. thinks foreign to his purpose j since Rohert 
is clearly brother lolicnrtj, the Chamberlain will be omitted. G.M." 

Favelles is rendered ' Contes en fair* in Lacombe's * Die- 
tioiiaii^e du vieux Langage Francois, Paris/ 8 vo, 1766; and in 
the Supplement, 1767^ Fa^ele is rendered, ^ FJatterie, Cajollerie.* 
Mr. P. has not Carpentier 5 but does not find the word in any 
other Glossal^ or Dictionary within his reach, Mr, Pegge would 
render '/are/e,* flattery | and Hoccleve personifies it by that 
name also 5 but it there suited his rhyme. S. P," 

" The interpretation of famle in Lacomhe's Supplement (which 
Mr. Mason has consulted) is literally copied from Carpenfcier. 
There is clearly a difference between favele and flatiery. Hoc- 
cieve substitutes fiattery afterwards in order to introduce, 

^ Thou canst gloss with contmance and cheer; 
which would be inapplicable to/auei, as it means flattery by words. 

—- g.m;* 

Ferneyeer.] As feme occurs somewhere uncompounded, 
if it would not be better to print this word ^ Ferne-yeer V for 
ao Chaucer has written it, ife cited by Junius. 

" Mr. Pegge is inclined to make femeyeer two words, though 
the MS, makes it one; and so do all the editions of ChauceFs 
Troilus. It seems to have the same kind of formation as the word 
yesterday , . 

" Feme may perhaps be a contraction of fore-riah as Ferne- 
yeer seems to apply to the year immediately preceding. S. P.** 

" Mr. Mason knows that Junius makes two words of Ferneyeer, 
but apprehends that Junius quotes Chaucer erroneously; Mr- M. 
consequently adheres to the remark, which he wrote in the 
country, G. M,** 

^'The Fourneval femily must be settled by the old Peerages. S. P/* 
"The passage cited (in note to Fourneval) from the second 
volume of Dugdale*s Monasticon, is a long metrical pedigree of 
the family. This is Mr. Mason's authority, G. M/* 

Mr. Lysons, in his Environs of Ijondon, Ilf. ^93, finds that 
^ Sir William Furnival, who died 1383, was seised of a messuage 
and garden in Oldford (a hamlet in the parish of Stratford Bow), 

held 
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held of the Bishop of London ^ Joan his daughter^ wife of 
Thomas Nevile, being his heir/ [Miv Lysons refers to the 
Escheats, Anno G Ric, II. N. 41.] This Sir William seems to 
havejbeen the younger brother of Thomas^ Treasurer in the reign 
of Henry IV. who is addressed by Hocclere, and coniines the 
date to that reign. [^See the Extinct Peerages, where William 
is said to have succeeded his brother Thomas, and to have ended 
in a daughter who married Thomas Nevlle, brother to Ralph 
the first Earl of Westmoreland. S. P.'* 

'" Surely this Sir William was also Lord Fourneval, and/at/icr 
to Joan, wife to the Treasurer: he could not be younger brother 
to the Treasurer, whose name was JVet'i/, G. M/’ 


" Lagh.] This word I would take the liberty to render Ar¬ 
rears, i. e. of his annual quota; for it seems to be the old spelling 
of the more modern Saxon word laf, which Mr. Lye says means 
' Reliquum,* ' Residuum/ The gh, it is conceived, must be 
pronounced like /, as in our woi^s laugh, cough, 

" In the Northern parts of England the common people 
always use thru/ for thTough, and thof for though. This is an 
additional reason for believing that Hoccleve was a North-country 
man; for in Northumberland, and some parts of Yorkshire, 
the remainder (Reliquum) of any thing is still called the lave. 
T'he w'ord does not occur in Chaucer; and in Douglas's Virgil it 
is written laif We have the word lag, and lagging behmd still 
in use. [See Gloss. North, at the end of Ray's words.] S. P.” 

" Mr, Pegge may see (by Mr. M.’s lagh in his Glossai'y) that 
he perfectly agrees with him in his idea of quota ; but Mr. M. 
does not think the idea of arrears at all warranted by the context. 
Indeed he perfectly remembers to have found in his rummage a 
more decisive authority for his interpretation ; hut fTOin not mak¬ 
ing a minute of it at the time, cannot now produce it. He thinks 
it is in Lye's Junius, which he has not lately looked into. G.M/' 

'' If Lagh does not appear to Mr. Mason to mean ^rrear^, it is 
not the word Mr. Pegge took it to be. At all events it may be ren¬ 
dered quota, and may be considered as a compliment to Sir Henry 
Somers, for having sent six nobles, as a free gift, over and above 
any claim from the Society for his usual contribution. S. P/’ 

“ Mr. Mason thinks that the old extract in Wcever (p. l.^>3) will 
satisfy Mr.P. with regard to the meaning of the word lagh, G. M.'* 

“ Other than maistre called for I never.] blaster was the dis¬ 
tinguishing appellation of a gentleman even in the time of 
Shakspeare; (Merchant of Venice, Act 11. Sc. ^,) 

‘ Clown.] Talk you of young Master Launcelot ? 

Fatheh,] No Master, Sir; but a poor man's son.' S. P." 

Mr. Pegge may see his idea of Malstir substantiated in 
Mr. M. 3 Glossary from WicliiT G, M."' 

Mate.] 
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Mate,] Qu, if it does not mean to dismay Shakspeare 
lias it in that sense* The true word is supposed to hf^ Amate, 
which may be met with. A note on Macbetli in Johnson’s and 
Steevens’s Edition^ says it is taken from a term at Chess. S. P.” 

But another note in the Edition of iyS4 proves this reference 
to the game of chess to be erroneous, Ruddiman explains viaie 
by kill or wound ^ and T 3 a'wbitt mated, by struck dovvn* Either 
of the three senses would suit the word in Douglas’s Virgik 
Mr. M. thinks strike down, or fell, best suited to the passage in 
Hoccleve, though both mated and amated are often used for dis¬ 
mayed. G*M.” 


“ Old], meaning great, is omitted in the Glossary, Though 
found in many antient writers, would it not be pioper to insert 
it to shevv that the Editor is aware of its signification ? It still 
survives in the above sense in the North of England. S* P.'’ 

Mr, Mason was certainly not aware of this sense of the word 
old. Indeed it occurs but twice in all the selected poems. Olde date 
must have the common meaning* The sense of olde clerkes wijse 
h more dubious y yet the most obvious import is, ‘ wise clerks of 
aid' Mr* Mason must make another search on this head. G. M/’ 


Owter.] Mr. Pegge can make nothing of this wordj unless 
tliat it may allude to old process of ' Outer ies mainswlien 
the meaning will be, as thou (the pamphlet) was sent by coni'- 
maud of the Duke of York, do thou remove from me the impu¬ 
tation of folly* S. P/* 

Mr* Mason cannot help differing from Mr* Pegge in regard 
to the poefs meaning in owter: not removal, but completion or 
display seem to Mr* M, the senses most conformable to the con¬ 
text. He would have preferred display, but can bring nothing 
to the purpose to confirm such interpretation* He therefore 
adopts covipletion, and relieSj on the old French verb outrer, 
which Carpentier interprets by achever. The line following shews 
that Hocclevc takes folly to himself, G. M,’* 


Pryme,] The reference in the Glossary does not seem to 
answer to the word, in the transcript now before Mr* Pegge. *411 
that can be said is, that the first service within the canonical 
hours was called ‘ The Prime,^ and the last was called * The 
Compline,' Richelet says that it means the first of the seven 
canonical hours* Cotgi^ave insinuates that the hour called ^ The 
Prime' four o'clock in Summer, and eight in Winter. As 
tt* tlie Compline j see Glossary to X. Scrip tores, in voce Com- 
pletormm. The Pthne might vary in different Monasteries, 
Convents, Ac. Be that as it may, the Prime was the frst ser¬ 
vice at Matins, as the Compline was the last at Vespers. S* P.*' 
Mr. Mason does not thoroughly comprehend the meaning of 
this reinaifc* The case stands thus": Hearne's opinion (collected 
fjnm two or three difierciit arlielcs in his Glossary) is for fixing 

Prime 
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Prime to six o'clock in the morning: Mr, Tynvhitt extends it to 
the whole space from sLx to nine. The passage in Hoccleve 
quires Prime to be a fixed pointy but by no means so early a one 
as six in the morning, Mr, M, then concludes (in his note) that 
Prime must sometimes have meant nine in the mornings or the 
last point of Mr. Tyrwhites period. To enter mlnuiekj into a 
disquisition of Hearne's proofs would be foreign to Mr, Mason’s 
purpose, G. M,” 


'' Wafres thikke,] The w^ord thick is here conceived to mean 
plentiful—^in abundance j and in that sense is still used in the 
northern parts of the kingdom. The term Wafre is best ex¬ 
plained in Richelet's French Dictionary, under the word fo/rc, 
which we are told was a piece of pastry (a cake) baked between 
two irons over the lire. These Wafers in Hoccleve s time were 
perhaps in general use, Mr* Pegge has seen them in the North, 
and the two irons between which they are baked are called 
gofre-itom^ Riehelet mentions Uie ingredients. S. P,” 

*^'Mr, Mason perfectly agrees w'ithMr,Pegge in liis construction 
of Thikke^ and meant it for a giossarial article j hut as and 
threefold is still a common expression e^en in the Souths an 
additional note perhaps might be more proper. The form and 
ingredients of Wafers must be subject to perpetual variation ; the 
only point to be ascertained is their prevalence in Hoc elevens 
age. If this is not sufliciently proved by the note, the plenty of 
them at Archbishop NeviPs feast might be mentioned. G, M.*’ 


" Mr. Pegge principally pointed at the word Thikke^ it not 
being a word much used in the sense here intended by the people 
of the South (except in one or two instances), though still very 
common in the North, 

What Mr. Pegge said about Wafers (by which an anecdote was 
intended to be conveyed, as Mr.Pegge has seen the gofre-ironsj and 
tasted the wafers) was to give an idea of what w'as meant, as con¬ 
firmed by Riehelet, The/cm and ingredients might vary, but arc 
described as to the latter j tor Riehelet tells us they were eggs, 
sugar, butter, and flour, baked between two irons over the fire. The 
form was optional, and they were rather a better sort of pancake. 
Their use and prevalence, both before and after Hoccleve's time, 
it is presumed obtained chiefly on maigre-daya, though on feasts 
other ingredients might have been adopted, S. P.‘* 

“ With regard to the word Thikke, Mr, Mason has not only added 
a short note to point out its meaning, but has likewise made it an 
article in his Glossary, having found a line in Chaucer pointedly 
apposite to his purpose. This line however shews the word to have 
been peculiarly Northern in those days. So grede h not only in 
Chaucer, but its preterit grette in Mandcvile. 

Mr, Mason has enlarged his note on the i'ogKCof Wafers from 
Weever, and from Beckwith’s Tenures; but still declines en¬ 
tering into the specification of them, G, M," 


Letters 
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Letters to and from Dr. Ducakel on Rovtlev’s * 
Poems, and the History of Bristol. 

From the Johk CHArMANf* 

'"Mtdear Sir, PFestoiz, Dec. 15, 1771. 

** I return you my best thanks for your two last very kind 
letters* The first 1 did not know how to answer, till I had 
enabled myself to give you some account of the antient Poems 
in MS* which were lately found in Bristol* For this purpose I 
have made two visits to that place: my last has succeeded^ and 
here follows the result of my enquiries* There had been, time 
out of mind, a large chest in the toiver of Redcliffe church, full 
of old papers, some of which had oecasionaBy been taken out to 
wipe candlesticks with, or for other vile ptirposes. A few years 
ago one Chatterton, the sexton’s son, who had received a tole¬ 
rable education in Colston’s charity-school, and was besides a 
lad of good parts, had tlie curiosity to examine these papers 
more attentively* He was pleased with them, and carried the 
remains of them and sold them to one Barrett, a surgeon, and 
one Catcott, a pewterer, in Bristol, in whose possession they are 
at present. They consist of an entire tragedy, some elegies and 
ballads, and some prose pieces* We I earn from them, that the 
author’s name was Thomas Rowley, chaplain to a Mr* Cannings, 
a veiy rich merchant in Bristol about 1460, who built Redclidh 
church. I was all day yesterday with Mr* Catcott, who read the 
tragedy to me, and the other poetical pieces, with which 1 was 
chai'med, particularly with a ballad occasioned by the death of 
Sir Charles Baldwyn, who was beheaded at Bristol by order of 
Edward the Fourth* It abounds, as indeed all his works do, 
with poetical images, and very noble sentiments* I was de¬ 
lighted with it. The tragedy is an admirable work: some parts 
of it, particularly a song on the supposed death of Ellie, are 
extremely beautiful* I begged with most earnest irajvort unity 
for a copy of this song, which I dare say was a favourite song 
in Shakspeare’s time, for he puts the burthen of it into the 
mouth of Ophelia in the play of Hamlet* But, earnest as I was, 
I could not prevail upon Mr* Catcott to suffer me to copy it* 
All I could get from him was the extract I have inclosed* It is 
taken from the tragedy of EUie* Bertha, his lady, is distressed 
by bis absence, and calls for music to sooth her melancholy* The 
minstrels describe in their songs the four seasons* The first and 
third, Spring and Autiimn, are all the specimens I could pro¬ 
cure* However, I hope I shall be able, in another visit, to get 
something more. The tragedy is in the sole possession of Mr* 
Catcott 5 the other pieces are betwixt them: but 1 believe the 
originals are all with Mr* Barrett. This gentleman, who is said 
to be a man of learning* is composing a * Histoiy of Bristol,' 
and intends to insert in it some account of Rowley, and those 

^ These Letters are now printed from the Originals j but some of those 
on the subject of Rowley's were communicated to Mr* Urban in 1786 , 
t Vicar of Westoii, near Bath* 

of 
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of his works whicJi are in his possession. Mr, Catcott, I fancy, 
is waiting in hopes some gentleman will buy his pieces. It is 
said, he has refnsed two hundred pounds for them. But I be¬ 
lieve it has never been offered to him j and, from what I could 
pick out of him on that head, I have reason to think that one 
hundred, or less, would purchase the whole. I wish some man 
of fortune would buy them out of his hands, as it is pity such 
valuable papers should be denied to the public. 

“ I should be extremely happy to wait upon you in London, 
but am afraid it will be long' before I have it in my power* 1 
thank you for your congratulations on my late appointment. In 
my next 1 shall send you the nominalion, and beg the favour of 
you to inroll it in the proper office. 1 hope you are quite re¬ 
covered of your late complaint. 1 beg my kind respects to your 
Lady and all friends ; and am, dear Sir, 

“ Your aflectionate servant, Jonw Chapman. 

" Extract from the Tragedy of Ellie, by Thomas Rowi.ey. 

‘ Enter Musicians .—First Mynstrell. 

‘ The boddynge flowrettes bloshes all the lyghte. 

The mees bee springedde wythe the yellow' hue, 

Ynn daiseyd raantells is the mountaynes dyghte^ 

The ncshe springe coweslepsS bendetJie wythe the dewe, 

1 he trees cnlefcde yntee heavenne straygfate, 

VVhanne gentle wyndes doe blowe the whestlynge dynne is 
bryghte. “ ■’ 

The evenynge commes, and brynges the dewe alonge. 

The roddie welkynne aheeneth to the eyne, 

Arounde the ale-stake mynstrella synge the song, 

Yonge ivie rounde the door-poste do entwynne; 

I laie me on the grasse; yette to mie wylle 
Alheyttc alle is fayi-e, there lackethe somethynge styllc. 

Third M^nsirelt. 

Whanne Autumnne blieke and sonne brente doe appere. 
With his goulde honde guvlteynge the falleynge lefe, 
Lryngeyne oppe Wynterre to folfvlle the yere, 

Beerynge uponne liys backe the riped sbefe, 

Whanne at the liylii vvytJxe woddie^ sede ys whyte, 

W hanne levyime fyre?, and lennes de mete from farre the 
syghte* 

W^hanne the %re apple^ mdde as even-skie, 

Bne bende the tree unto the fructyle grounde, 

WHianne joicie peres, and berries of bJacke die 
Doe daunce in ayre, and call the eyne arounde, 
rhanne, bee the even foule, or even feyre, 

Meeihyncke^ mie hartes joie ys steyned with somme care/'' 

• fVmd, a plant much cultivated in the neighbourhood of Bristol 


From 
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From the Rev. Dr. Pekcy-, 

Northumberland Houset Jan, 13, 1772 , 
Dr. Percy presents his best respects to Dr, Docarei, and is 
extremely obliged to him for a sSgk of the curious letter and 
specimen with which he favoured him* Dr, Percy has seen 
many former specimens of the same verses, and heard a great 
deal of the history of the discovery 5 which, when he has the 
pleasure to see Dr* Ducarel, he will relate at large : at present 
he can only say, that their is rather doubled till 

the original MS, can be produced.” 


From M 4 TTei^w ERiCROALEf, Esq. 

Sir, Clifton^ near Brhtoi^ March 11 , 1772, 

In consequence of the conversation 1 had the pleasure of 
having M iOi you last week, 1 wrote to my friend Mr. Barrett, 
who on Saturday niglit last sent the inclosed under cover to me 
to London: but, as I told you I should, 1 had left London on 
Saturday, It came back to me to-day, and I take the first op¬ 
portunity of returning it to you, 1 shall be very happy if I 
am instruDiental in doing a favour to the pubJick, by introducing 
a cori'espondence between two persons so capable of producing 
matter £0 oblige them with, I shali be glad to know that this 
comes to your hands. 

My Attorney has gi\'en me the Opinion you furnished hinj ivlth 
relative to the Appropriation of the Church of West Harptry* 

I am. Sir, your most humble servant. Matt, Brick dale,” 


From Mr, William Barrett f* 

Sir, Bristol j March 7, 177^. 

" A letter from Mr, Brickdale this week acquaints me, that 
he has lately spent an evening in your company, when you men¬ 
tioned to him youi" having lately seen some of Rowley's Poetry, 
It is with the utmost concern I inform you, that most of the 
original manuscripts of this excellent writer are lost or destroyed 
with more than Gothic barbarism—that they were carefully hut! 
up, as a sacred deposit, in a chest with six locks, in the church 
of Redcliff in this city, described in an ancient deed pene& me^ 
' Cista servata cum sex clavibus in domo thesaurario Beatte 
Marise de Redclive"—that on the revisal of these very valuable 
papers by the vestry attorney about the year 1748, because they 
could not be read, and were supposetl to relate in no respect to the 
title deeds of the estates of the Church, the chest was left open, 
the tvritings and parchments exposed and purloined , many con¬ 
verted into covers for the boys' books at the adjoining writing- 
school; and such ravage committed amongst this curious collec¬ 
tion of antient Learning, as grieves one at this time to r-eflect oiip 

^ Aftervvarils the hi^hly-respeetable Bishop of l^rornore ; of ivhom see 
the ‘‘Literary Anecdotes/' vol, VIL pp, SiT- (145. 
f xMaiiy year^ an active RepreseiiUiive in Parlianieju for llristol, 

7 An eminent Surgeon, and the well knovvji Historian of Hi]stol* 

'!t 
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** Tt has been snpposedj I hear, by the critics, that no poetiy 
can be produced, worthy the name of poetry, betwixt the time 
of Chaucer and Spenser, as if the Muse slept at that interval, &c. 
But though I would not seem to enter the list with those able 
criticks, Mr. Johnsoiij Mr, H. Walpole, and others, neither have 
I time, being too much engaged by other necessary avocations, 
yet, 1 will assure you, I have some, though few, originals of 
Rowley, which totally disprove their assertions ^ and many copies, 
which," if allowed, will place the matter in such a light as to 
afford matter of suiprize to all ; it does even to myself. We have 
been taught to believe, that a genius for poetical composition, 
an enquiry into works of literature, researches after antiquities 
and ai'ts, improvements of sciences, and the like, are no M^here 
to be found amongst the English till of very late date: what will 
some say of a society of old formed in this city for the im¬ 
provement of architect lire, poetry, and painting, the manufac¬ 
tory of cl oat hi ng, and the like, under the auspices of an emi¬ 
nent Bristol merchant, the great and good Rlr. Canyngc ? I 
have in my possession, in Mr* Rowley’s own hand-writing, a 
description of the cabinet of curiosities, coins, manuscripts, &c. 
of Mr. Canyngc, so early as the year 1450, collected many of 
them hy Mr. Rowley himself, who generally adds his name to 
each manuscript or inscription, thus, collected and gotten for 
Mayster Wm. (inynge by mee Tlio. Rovvleie/ He searched all the 
monasteries for antient Saxon manuscripts; travelled at Mr. 
Canynge’s ex pence, who was bis generous friend and patron 3 and 
is ever extolling the genius and abilities of his employer. 

“ This account. Sir, you receive from one whose is above the 
mean artifice of imposing upon any one ^—if any thing of that 
kind has been attempted, as -1 fear there may, 1 will be the first 
to undeceive the publiek, if ever it comes to my knowledge, or 
within my power. Ail the originals, the few that have been 
presented, are in my hands. 1 can j)rove the age and exact time 
when most of them were written, by the author’s own hand¬ 
writing I the authenticity of some, which are said to be copies 
from Rowley’s manuscripts not in being, I do not assert or deny 3 
many 1 believe to be genuine, from the simiJaiity of stjde, mea¬ 
sure, and other circumstances. 

I amuse myself at vacant hours in writing the History 
and Antiquities of this City, having made large collections for 
that purpose j though my business allows me little time to make 
any quick progress in the work ^ yet, as it affords me much 
amusement and pleasure to search into the antient state of the 
place I live in, 1 continue the pleasing pursuit, and advance, 
though leisurely, in the work. I intend this summer, if possible, 
to make an excursion, and visit London and Cambridge. I am 
told there ai^e some coins, struck at Bristol soon after the Con¬ 
quest, now in the British ]\fuseum, and especially some of Robert 
Earl of Gloucester and Bristol in the time of King Stephen, 
which 1 should be glad to see* I’here is at Cambridge a manu¬ 
script 
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seriptj written in 1480> called the Itinerary of Bristol^ by Wil¬ 
liam Botoneiv of which I have some extractsj and long- to 
see the whole. 

You will excnsCa good Sir, the liberty I take in writing so 
freely to a gentleman wholly unknown to me unless by fame. My 
love for antiquities can alone apologize for this freedom to a 
lover of antiquities; and that my letter may he the less ex¬ 
cept! onablej and to atone in some measure for the above hasty 
scrollj I will subjoin an elegant little poem copied verbatim et 
literatim from Eowley^s original pene$ me ; and am^ Sir^ 

Your most obedient humble servant^ Wm. Bakeett. 
The following poem is addressed to John Lydgate the poet; 
the subject in praise of Ella, a Saxon governor of the castle of 
Bristol ^ in dates of yore/ 

^SoNGE TO Ella. 

^ O thoUj or what remaynes of thee, 

Ella, the dariynge of futuritie. 

Let thys mic soiige bolde as thy courage bcc^ 

As cverlastynge to posteritie ! 

Whenne Dacyae's sonnes, whose lockes of bloude reclde hue, 
Lyke kyngecuppes bui'stynge wythe the mornynge dewc, 
Arraungcd in dreere arraie, 

Upponne the lethalle date. 

Spread farre and wyde on Watchette shore ; 

Tlicn dydste thou furyouse stande. 

And hie thxe burlie hande, 

Besprenged all the meedes wyth gore, 

Drawne bie thyne anlase felle, 

Bowne to the depthes of helle, 

Thousandes of Bacyannes wente : 

Brystowanne menne of mighte 
Ydar'd the bloudie fyghte. 

And acted deedes fidle qnente, 

O thoUj wherere, thye bones at rcste, 

Thie sprite to haimte delyghteth beeste; 

Whether upon the bionde-embrued playne. 

Or w^here thou ken’st from farre 
The honoure crie of wane. 

Or seest some mountayne made of corse of slayne, 

Or sceste the hatched steed, 

Yprauncynge o’er the mecde. 

And neyghe to be ameng’d the poynted speeres; 

Or ynne blaeke arraoure stalke arouiide 
Ymbattled Eristowe once thie ground. 

And glow ardurouse onne the castle steers. 

Or fierie round the mynsterre glare; 

Stylle lette Brystowe bee made thie care; 

Guarde itte fromme foemen ande consumynge fyre, 

Lyke Avonn’s streeme ensyrke itte rounde, 

Ne Ictte a flame enharme the grounde, 

Tylle yn one flame all the whole worlde expyre V ” To 
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To Mt \ William Barkett. 

Sir, Doctors Commonsj March ISj 177^* 

I am much obliged to you for your very iiislmctivc letter of 
(he 7tb instanti and for the specimen you have sent me of Row- 
ley's poetry* The misfortune which has happened to that poet's 
MSS. is greatly to be lamented, and can only be repaired by the 
jirinting of such of his originals and copies as have so happily 
fallen into your hands. That there should no poets aiase be¬ 
tween Chaucer and Spenser is a very strange notion (especially 
to me who have never studied the antiquity of the old English 
Poetiy) j and to those who advance that doctrine, it may be 
asked. Who knows that? Who hath particularly looked into 
this branch of literature ? The w^orld is indeed much obliged to 
the learned Dr* Percy for his ^ Reliques of Antient Poetry but 
is there nothing else left amongst us of that kind ? Have all the 
old MSS. on that subject, in the Libraries of the two Universities, 
in the Cotton, Harleian, dte* &e. been examined } The contraiy 
is known to be time , and, till that is done, the question must 
remain undecided* Under these circumstances. Sir, I apprehend 
it is Ingh time that Rowley's Works should make their appear¬ 
ance, either by subscription, or otherwise y and (if your friends 
should be of my opinion) the sooner it is done the better. At 
the beginning of the work some account should, I think, be 
given of T. Rowleie: whether you have any I know not. Genuine 
materials of him must be extant, and I will tell you where to 
find them* You must consider that in the time of Rowleie (who, 
if I am not mistaken, was Vicar of Kedcliffe church) that church 
was in the Diocese of Salisbury* To that Church he must ha\u 
had institution, and when void, a successor. Search, therefore, 
in the Registry at Salisbury (wliere the Register books are kept 
in excellent order) for the date of his Institution, also the name 
of his successor y likewise for his will ■ or, if he died intestate, 
to whom administration of his effects was granted ; and by these 
means you will come at some certain evidence about Rowleie, 
If he had any other eeclesiastical preferment within that Diocese, 
do the like. If he made a will, it will be proper to print it. If 
he died intestate, yon will discover who were his nearest relations j 
and all these paiticulars will greatly embellish your account of 
that eminent person, 

I hope, Sir, that these hints will prove senaccable to you in 
this pursuit, I must now beg leave to conclude this letter, and 
will veiy shortly send you another in answer to the latter part of 
yours to me of the 7th instant ^ who am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant. And* Colter Ducarel ” 


To the same, 

Sir, Doctors Commons^ Afarc/iSL 171^^ 

Having in my last to you of the ISth of March (imder Mr, 
Brickdale’s cover) answered only one part of your letter of the 
7di instant, I now come to the other, which relates to Bristol, 

I am 
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I am very glad to find you are compiling materials (founded I 
presume upon Records) towards the History of that antient cityj 
concerning which a great deal may be said. The City Charters, 
printed in 173d, in 4to ^ and two numbers in 8vo, published by 
And, Hooke in 1748 or 49, are, I think, all the books that have 
yet been printed relative thereto ^ and therefore a new aecount of 
this great trading and opulent city, will become highly accept¬ 
able to mankind. Among the Harleian Manuscripts (in the 
British Museum) you will find several things relative to the an¬ 
tient customs, privileges, monasteries, and parishes of Bristol, 
Eotoner's manuscript 1 know nothing of. As to coins struck 
there in early times, there are several extant in that of William 
the Conqueror (one of which, extremely fair, is in my Cabinet) * 
some in that of Henry I,; none in Stephen’s or Henry 11,; some 
in the reigns of Henry III. Edward I, and IL and many in the 
subsequent reigns, 

Robert Consul or Earl of Gloucester, a natural son of 
Henry I. was born at Caen in Normandy, He never had, or 
could' have, any pretence whatever to coin money; nor could 
bis jfather, or his successor Stephen, confer that power upon him 
as the law then stood, hi this respect. Sir, you have been mis¬ 
informed—the coin meant is that of Robert Duke of Normandy, 
the Conqueror's eldest son; and it is eng^ven in the plates of 
English coins published by the Society of Antiquaries in 4to, 
1763, (See Silver Coins, Plate L No. 20,) 

“ As to a Society for the Improvement of Architecture, Poetry, 
Manufectures, &c. being formed in Bristol by Mr. Canynge so 
early as 1450, and in very troublesome times, I confess myself. 
Sir, excessively surprized. It was untbought and unheard of till 
you had the happiness to discover it i and to you. Sir, the world 
is obliged for a most impoitant discovery* 

This fact. Sir, does a singular honour to the city of Bristol 
in general, and the great Mr. Canynge in particular (of whom I 
hope you have good and genuine memoirs) ; and this fact will 
prove what I have always thought, that arts, sciences, and com¬ 
merce flourished much more in this kingdom from the time of 
Edward the Third, to that of Henry the Seventh, than hath 
generally been imagined, 

I take it for granted. Sir, that either m your History of 
Bristol, or upon the publication of Rowle/s Poems, you will 
give us his description of the Cabinet of curiosities, coins, MSS, 
Ic. which he collected for Mr, Canynge; and I must tlie 
favour of you, when you look into the account of the coins, to 
examine cai^efully whether any mention is therein made of any 
thing which hath the least appearance of a medal, a jetton, or 
a counter; and this will fully refute the common opinion of all 
our collectors of medals, viz^ that no English medal is extant 
before the reign of King Henry VII. 

Whenever busine^ or pleasure bring you to London I shall 
shall be extremely glad to see you at Doctor's Commons, and to 
communicate to you any thing I have in my MS Collections* 

Von. IV, P> "I hope 


578 ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 

" I hope very soon to be favoured with a letter from yon 

by the post ^ and remain. Sir, Anjd- Coltee Ducarel " 


From Mr. Barrett. 

Sir, Bristol, April U, 177^. 

Nothing but an indisposition 1 am rai'ely addicted to, the 
gout in the hand, has prevented my employing it in acknow¬ 
ledging your obliging favours of the 18th and ^Ist of March last, 
which came duly to hand by favour of Mr. Brickdale, to whom, 
being surgeon, I frequently attend in that family, so that any 
letter under his cover will not fail to come safe to me. You 
justly deplore with me the loss, the irreparable loss, of the 
ehiefest part of Rowley's manuscripts, and even any satisfactory 
history of the man, it will be at this time difficult to retrieve. 
He was not Vicar of Redcliffe as you suggestj but the poetical 
fiiend, the intimate associate, of the great Mr. Cantiyng, the 
re-founder of that Church, and collector of antiquities, coins, 
and historical anecdotes relative to Bristol, for Mr. Cannyng. I 
have reason to believe he was a Religious. I am now examining 
the Archives of the City for his name and family. I think I have 
so far succeeded as to be able to pronounce him a Bristol man, 

** As to Robert Consul of Gloucester's coin, there certainly 
was such a one in the time of Stephen; Rowley, mentioning such 
a coin to be in the Cabinet of Mr. Cannyng, adding moreover, ^ ne 
was en faii'er money in the londe.* He calls it ^ Bristol tw'apenny ;* 
and the Bai‘ons, of whom Robert was the principal, did coin 
money in those troublesome times, and exercised this peculiar 
to the Regal authority. 1 could wish to fintl any anecdotes rela¬ 
tive to Bristol in the British Museum. Dr. Giffiird, who is one 
of the officers there, was a native of Bristol. He took a break¬ 
fast with me here once, and 1 wrote once to him since, but he 
forgot to answer my letter. 

I have complete memorials of Mr. Cannyng by me, by 
Mr. Rowley himself, who was a great Herald, and has traced that 
art into the early Saxon times, which we have been taught to 
derive solely ft'om the French. My engagements are of such 
a nature by night and by day, that £ must beg to be excused my 
not answering in due time your letters; but shall be ever proud 
of so instructive a correspondence, and shall not be slow in 
answering. From, Sir, yours, dic. W. Barrett." 


From the same. 

“ Sir, Bristol, May 23, 1772. 

" Your letter giving me the agreeable intelligence of some 
copies of Rowley's Poetry being deposited at the Ashmolean 
Library amongst A, Wood's MSS. I should have acknowledged 
with the utmost gratitude before this time; but my long indis¬ 
position and great engagements of business since pi^vented me. 
I have wrote to Dr. Huddesford agreeable to your information, 
and expect an answer soon. 


^"The 
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“ The Eev. Mr. Whitaker called on me with your letter last 
week} and I prevailed on him (though in haste to return home* 
wards) to ride two miles out of his road to see some Roman 
camps in this neighbourhood^ to which 1 accompanied him. ^d 
he expressed the greatest pleasure at visiting these remains, 
which are very fair and highly worthy the notice of evei-y Anti¬ 
quary, though hitherto not remarked by any but myself; and 
their being situated within a mile of Bristol, it was that excited 
my attention, and engaged my enquiry concerning them, as they 
fall within the limits of my subject. 

" I shall take notice of your curious coin of William the Con¬ 
queror struck at Bristol; if—on Rrici will denote Biistoi,—qu ? 

I am no connoisseur in this useful part of knowledge of coins. 
As to the coin called Bristol twaypenny, I have examined Rowley's 
original now before me, who says, ‘ Julyus CsesaiTcs coynes were 
the fyrste enstamped monies ysrfe in Englande: after whom the 

Bryttonnes coyned_Cunobelyne at sundry places, butte not at 

fair Brytoe.’ Then he goes on to the Saxons; ‘ In Adelstane’s 
reygn were two coyners in Bryghstowe, and one at Wyckwarre, 
at whych two places was made a peece yelepen tioapetmy. 

Rouse, Erie of Gloucester, erected hys myntc at Brystoe, and 
coyned the best monie of anie of the Baronnes.' ^ 

« If I mistake not. Lord Lyttleton, in his ‘ Life of Henry II.’ 
takes notice of the Barons in that reign coining money. Rowley 
ferther on says, ' Henrie Secundus graunied to the Lorde of 
Brystoe castle the ryghte of coynynge, and the coynynge of the 
Lorde wente currannte untoe the reygne of Henricus the Thyrde. 
Mr. Rowley it appears was a great collector of coins amongst 
other curiosities for Mr. Canynge; and 1 have some account of 
that Collection, but not any description of medal, or counter, 
ever stmck in ihis kingdom. He takes notice of ' our fyrste 
fathers the Bry't tons ysynge yron and brasse ryngs, some rounde, 

some shapyd lyke an egge.’ , • t 

I recollect it was a Mr, SneiliDg told mcj he had a coin or 
Kobert Rouse, Earl of Gloucester, It was indeed some time 
since, but I think I am not mistaken. I am obliged to you for 
your intelligence concerning Dr. Huddcsford j and am. Sir, 
Your obliged and obedient humble servant, Wm. Barrett, 

? S. Should any thing else fell in your way, either of coins, 
inscriptions, or any notices occur in books or ^lative to 

Bristol, your communicating any hints of that kind. Sir, occa¬ 
sionally to me will lay me under the greatest obligation ^ for, as 
1 do not want to make a book for the profit, either of niyself, 
or any one else, but wholly to do Justice to the^ History or this 
City, so little known hitherto, so 1 would omit nothing that 
would tend to render it as complete as possible^ and as my 
business obliges me to do it leisurely, and I make it an amuse¬ 
ment I'ather than a labour or study, I hope to make it the more 
perfect, especially if I should be fortunate enough to meet with 
more gentlemen as freely communicative as yourself." 

° P p g From 
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From tho Rev. John Whitaker 
« SiRj 1772- 

" I thank you for your recommendation to Mr. Barrett of 
Bristol, He is really a more respectable man than you and 1 
apprehended. He is but young yet in the pm^suit of antiquities^ 
and his business allows not much application to the study. He 
shewed me some of Rowley's MS, and particularly a pai't which 
exhibited in Rowley's drawing several Roman and inscribed 
altars, that Rowley says were found in and about Bristol. But 
the very inspection of them was sufficient to me to provp 
them errant forgeries* Three or four of them were plainly 
Roman altars by their shape, and were inscribed caer eeito, 
meaning Bristol^ as if Bristol was in being during the time of 
the Romans, or as if the Romans would call it Ca^r Brit. And 
one of them had below this inscription these letters, vict. ?. 
osTOR. to import that Ostorius reduced Caer Brito. If Rowley 
was an lionest man, he was veiy ignorant to be so imposed upon; 
and, if he was a knave (which I suspect, for who would be at 
the trouble to fabricate monuments for him?), he was but a 
poor one. I saw the representation of the iwapenny in the same 
company, and I suppose it was of the same original. Mr. Bar¬ 
rett kindly rode to St. Vincent’s rocks to shew me what he called 
three Roman camps all together. That I told him was impos¬ 
sible ; and on inspection I found them to be one Roman camp, 
and a Roman town. They are wliat I went to Bristol to find, 
the Abone of the Romans, and the mother of Bristol; and I am 
now able to clear up that confused part in Richard's and Anto- 
nine's Itineraries which relates to this part of the country." 


From Mr, Bareett. 

Sir, July 20 , 1772. 

1 have received two letters from you, for which I am greatly 
obliged, particularly for the useful notices contained therein 
relative to Bristol, which I pay due regard to. The extract from 
William Botoner among Wharton's MSS, in Lambeth Library, 
is a good proof what a great merchant Mr. Canynge was, and 
some one jxr the last century placed a translation of this very 
passage of Botoner on the inside of his monument in Redcliffe 
church, where it now remains, though not exactly translated, 
but somewhat altered, and erroneous. I have been favoured 
with other extracts fl'om the same MS. in Ben'et College, Cam¬ 
bridge, by Mr. Lort, who informs me it will shortly be printed 
and published, 

" I have got the Bristol Charters (which are now out of print), 
and will send you the book the first opportune, not doubting 
but I shall meet with another here in Bristol, and must desire 
you will please to accept of it as a small token of friendship. 
What could Canynge employ so many carpenters, masons, &c. 

^ Tlie elegant historian of Manchester; tvF whom see the “LUerary 
Anecdotes,** vol.Ill. j>. lOl, 


about 
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aboutj uuless in building the church, &c. ? I have been taking all 
methods to enquire out the name, family, burial, 8lc. of Howky, 
but have not, I fear, succeeded, though I have with me an in¬ 
scription of one Thomas Rowley, who sensed Bayliff when Mr. 
Canynge ms mayor, and sheriff of Bristol soon after; but he 
was a merchant, and he is buried in St. John's chinch in this 
city. Q* If he ever took Priest’s oiders, as his friend Mr. C. did ? 
The date is 147Sf four years only after the deatli of Mr. G. 

No one surely ever had such good fortune as myself in pro¬ 
curing MSS. and antient deeds to help me in investigating the 
History and Antiquities of this City. My profession indeed gains 
me admittance to many families, and thereby I have procured 
many manuscript records. This very day I was with our Bishop'^, 
who has been so obliging to bring me from London thi'ee curious 
MSS. formerly In the possession of Bishop Seeker and Bishop 
Ralph of Wells (an old MS,) which has been consulted on Mr, 
Brickdale'a affair, ruecu7n pernoctatiis est^ foi' a whole week j and 
furnished me with some curious particulars, which I transcribed, 
and have inserted in my work. I have received a long letter 
from Mr. Whitaker j and in I'eturn given him an account f>f all 
the Roman camps near Bristol, which amounts to not less than 
eight or ten. He is an avcellent judge of these things, and I 
doubt not will iveU apply these notices. I have told him I look 
on them as the works of Ostorius the Roman propraetor here ; 
and as they form a chain of entrenched forts in full view of the 
Severn, I suppose Tacitus alludes to them in that remarJcable 
passage, ^ Cinctisq' Castris Sabrinain et Anton am fluiios cohibere 
parat/ This he doubts, and with Camden, &c. places those on 
the River Nen by Northampton, or makes the Warwickshire 
Avon to be the Antona of Taeitus. 1 am led to think othemise 
by these bordering so upon the Severn s and by a drawing I 
have by the hand of Rowley of an altar dug up near the walls 
of Bristol, with the name caek brito ; on it at the bottom, 
viCT. osTOR. which was in the possession of Mr. Canynge, 

Mr, Whitaker, I see, gives up all the British names of cities 
met with in Nennius and Huntingdon as uncertain^ and nothing 
he thin Its to be relied on about them, but what Is to be deduced 
from the Romans, or are Roman remains. 

What shall be done in this state of uncertainty ) Had 1 
more leisure time, 1 should take great pleasure in attempting to 
dev elope the daik orlgia and names of places out of their present 
obscurity j but even in the work I ana engaged in, amidst a 
thousand avocations, and calls of business by night as well as 
by day, I find myself often greatly at a loss, 

^ Avia Terrarum peragro loca nullius ante 
Trita solo/ 

Amongst the MSS. of Bishop Seeker 1 have found some very 
^ Dr. Thomas Newton. 

f Dr, Thomas Seoker, Bishop of Bristol, 1734, translated to Oxford, 
1737 , and to Canterbury, 1758 ; of whom see vol. ML p. 434. 


curious 


5 S 2 ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE- 

curious notes of Browne Willis about Bristol and deeds and evU 
defices from the old books at the Church of Worcester^ in which 
diocese this city antiently was. 

I shail ever regard^ good Sir, your correspondence, and 
desire to hear from you frequently. 

My Collection of old Latin Deeds increase so much on my 
hands, that I scarce know how to dispose of them* Some of 
moment, such as foundation Charters, Institutions of Chantiies 
(of which I have many), and others of Hospitals or Religious 
Houses, should be given in the original, I think; while others, 
translated and abridged, may be inserted in the work. Your 
opinion of this in your next. 

Plan of the Work. 

“ § 1. General History, and Names of the City, in its early 
state, whether in the British, Roman, Danish, or Saxon times, 
in difFerent Sections. 

5 2, Its improved State, including the erection of the 
Castle, Religious Houses, Bridge, Walls, Gates, &c. 

§ 3. Its Present State, increase of buildings, streets added, 
squares, conduits, with a plan* 

“ § 4. Its Government, Civil and Ecclesiastical, at different 
times, witli Officers, the Members of Parliament, &c* 

§ 5, Trade and Navigation, Foreign and Domestic Trade, &c. 

Next, I proceed to the Parochial History ^ containing the 
History of each Parish Church, its Foundations, Benefactors, 
Monuments (of note only), Chauntries, Houses of Religion, and 
Hospitals, of old, and Alms-housea in each parish, and other par¬ 
ticulars not mentioned &c. sufficiently enlarged upon in the 
General History. 

Lastly, the Annals, or Transactions of the City, under each 
year, with the Mayor's and Officer's names, in which I shall in¬ 
sert the Charters and other Deeds, and abstracts of wills of 
benefactors, which vvould break the thread of the nan^ation too 
much in the body of the work, to be there inserted, &c. 

1 sat down immediately on the receipt of your favour, to 
write to you fcurrenti calamoj this hasty scroll, which 1 hope 
you will excuse, and attribute it to the right cause, not to any 
want of respect in my writing with so little care and circuimpec- 
tion, and m so loose and negligent a manner. As I have justly 
conceived a great opinion of your judgment, 1 shall esteem any 
direction of yours in improving the above plan (on which I have 
hitherto proceeded) as a favour conferred on. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, W m* Baksett ” 


To Mr. Baerett. 

SiE, Doctors Com mom^ July 30, 1772. 

In answer to your obliging letter of the ^Oth of July.— 
The extract I sent you from Botoner appears so material, that, 
if it is erroneously tmnslated on Mr. C,'s monument, it ought 
either to be rectified there, or at least in your History of Bristol. 

1 shall 
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I shall be glad to see Botoner in prints though I expect no 
great matter from it i at least those parts of it already printed by 
B. Willis, (in his ' Mtred Abbeys*), have not appeared to me of 
much consequence- I heartily thank you for your kind intended 
present of the Bristol Char lei's. I want them much ; and instead 
of your waiting for an opportunity of sending them by some 
friend, the best and shortest method will be to put it up in brown 
paper, seal it, and send them directed to me by the next stage¬ 
coach or machine which comes from Bristol to I.jondon, I w'ill 
certainly acknowledge the receipt of the book by the next post* 

'' As to Canynge, the number of w^orkmen he employed were 
not only for building of the Church, but also for his ten ships, 
which wanted every kind of artificers. To find out whether 
Rowley took orders or not, recourse must be had to the Register 
books of the Diocese^ in which Bristol was at that time. In them 
will be found the names of all persons ordained, and when. I 
thought Bristol was in the diocese of Sarum; you intimate it 
was in that of Worcester: if so, why not apply, by letter, to 
Mr. Clark, Registrar at Worcester, one of the most obliging, 
sensible, and communicative persons in this kingdom } If that 
be the case, when you have heard from him, you may submit to 
him the hints I gave you in my letter of the ISth March. The 
Registers and Records at Worcester are, to iny knowledge,, in 
a very excellent order. As to your old deeds, I do. Sir, very 
sincerely, congratulate you on their increase in your hands. I 
advise you to number, and keep them all in order of time, come 
in when they will; else they will be of no use, and their number 
will only puzzle you. All the principal Cliarters should be printed 
by tliemselves in an Appendix, and referred to in the work } 
those of less consequence (always presers-ing the dates) abstracted 
in the book in English } and in a note at bottom put ^ now in 
the possession of A. B. C. or D,’ And this. Sir, is all the answer 
I can give to your request about disposing them* 

I approve very much of the plan at the end of your letter. 
You say nothing about the Cathedral. This, indeed, is already 
done to your hands by Br. Willis ; but ought not the alterations 
and improvements thereto since his time (about 17^43) to be 
now mentioned } 

1 am not well enough acquainted with the very aotieni part 
of History to say any thing about Bristol in the British, Roman, 
or Danish times. That must he settled between Mr. Whitaker 
and yourself. If you differ, the several reasons given by each 
will be duly considered when made publtck. But you must re¬ 
member, that there is no mention made of Bristol in the Saxon 
Chronicles, though it was a considerable town at the time of 
the Conquest. As to Bishop Seekers MSS. I ha^'e never seen 
but one 3 and that is the MS. in wliich he drew up an account 
of his diocese of Bristol, which is left to his successors in that 
See, It was of some service to me as to an account of the en¬ 
dowments or ordinations of vicarages within that diocese, though 

1 have 
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I have only thM in Bristol, viz. St. Jacob, the Temple, and 
HenbGly^ I presume you have an account of the rest, vhi Ail 
Saints, St. Aiigustin, Elberton, St. Leonards, St. Mary RedelifFe, 
and St. Nicolas. I want nothing but the dates of these ordina¬ 
tions, and in what Register book they may be found. In your 
next, I beg the favour of an answer to this part of my letter. 

Having now. Sir, fully answered every part of your letter, 
I have but one thing more to mention, viz, that If you have any 
other questions to ask me on this subject, you would do it 35 
soon as you can (this being a time when 1 have most leisure), 
and you may he assured of a speedy answer from. Sir, 

Your humble servant, A. C, Ducarel.*' 


Rev. John Chapman to Dr. Bucaeee, 

“ My dear Sie, M^e&torij SepL 1% 1772, 

“ I thank you for yout last obliging letter. Since 1 received 
it, I have been to Bristol, and paid a visit to Mr, Cateott, who 
only is possessed of what appears to roe to be the most valuable 
part of Rowley's works. He has copies of all that Mr. Barrett 
has, one piece excepted, and besides, the tragedy of El lie, which 
seems to me to be worth all the rest. He offered me this tragedy, 
with the Tournament, another pretty large piece of Rowley's, 
and three of his Eclogues, for fifty pounds, and I believe would 
have taken forty. This in my opinion is no price for those 
valuable MSS. j and had I been a little richer than I am, or 
rather less poor, I would undoubtedly have bought them. The 
other pieces in his possession are intended to be inserted in 
Barrett’s ^ Histoiy of Bristol,’ and for that reason Cateott chuses 
not to part with them, lest he should injure the sale of Barrett's 
book, though he says Barrett’s behaviour to Inm does not deserve 
tliis compliment. 1 know not in what forwardness this History 
is j but it is a pity those valuable remains should come out in 
such a fashion, and detached and separated from each other, 
when the whole would make a handsome volume, and be a more 
acceptable present to the publick all together. Those in Barrett’s 
possession, one of which I find is a noble poem of the Epic kind, 
are too good lo be thrust head and shoulders into a * History of 
Bristol/ for no other end but to help the sale of a heavy work. 
I hope some man of genius ami fortune, if they can be found in 
one man, will take some pains to unite these excellent pieces, 
and be at the expence of purchasing and presenting them to the 
publick in the form and manner they deserve. You must know 
that this Cateott is a pewterer, and though very fond of scrib¬ 
bling, especially since he has got Rowley’s Works, is extremely 
ignorant and illiterate, . He is, however, very vain, and fancies 
himself almost as great a genius as the great Rowley hiroself. 

I am not without hopes of seeing London this Winter) if I 
am so imfortonate, my first respects shall be paid at Doctors' 
Commons. 1 am, with great sincerity, dear Sir, 

Your obliged and affectionate servant, J. Chapman.” 

i* Y 
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" My dear Sihj M ^ eston , Aug , 30, 1773* 

I can now write to you with some degi'ee of ease and saiis- 
factfon, having at last procured some franks ; you pay dear 
enough for my iettei's with the trouble of reading them. 

'' J ha^e the pleasure of telling you, that the Alderman Chap¬ 
man, whose death was in the papers, was none, or at most a veiy 
distant relation of mine* My father, 1 thank God, continues in 
the most perfect health, having retired from business, and enjoys 
himself in a very delightful situation, about a mile from Bath*" 

“ I found the inclosed letter from Sir Isaac Newton among 
some papers lately sent to me by an acc^uaintance* As every 
trifle that came from the pen of so great a man is curious, I 
have sent it to you* My friend tells me he has many others in his 
possession written by Sir Isaac and his friends, I am in hopes 
to get at them j if I do, J shall transmit them to you, as they 
may prove perhaps more worthy your perusal, I hope your next 
will give me a good account of Mrs. Ducareks, Mr. Pigou's, 
and your own health. My little woman continues in good health 
and spirits, and wonders every day at her incre^ing bulk. We 
beg joint compliments to Mrs* Ducarel 3 and I remain, dear Sir, 
Your very affectionate friend, J, Chapman*'* 


Rev. Dr. Philip Barton* to Dr. Ducarel. 

" SiH, ClirUt Church, July 2, 1755. 

" I have endeavoured to obey the commands of your letter 
with all the punctuality and dispatch that was in my power, 

"I)r*WUUs was mistaken when he supposed that Robert the son 
of William was preserved in Corpus Library, There is no other 
Robert there but Robert King of the Scots, and a coin of no con¬ 
sequence. There are indeed two of The one very like 

No, 55 J but witli this small difference, that the legend is evi¬ 
dently Eistaohius, whereas yours is Eustaohius, The weight is 
exactly eighteen grains and one fourth. The other is, with re¬ 
gard to the face, the same as your No* 54,' only, instead of the 
hand behind the figure, there is a sort of square, with four points, 
or pellets* The Reverse is quite different, and the legend, 
* Eboraci, E* D, T, S/ The weight is exactly sveteen grains. 

As I was viewing these coins, I saw one of Stephen and 
Henry; the weight exacily nineteen grains, 

I consider myself as extremely obliged for your kind present 
of the two prints, which are very curious, and require my best 
thanks. Should you see Dr, Giffai'd soon, I should be glad, if 

* Of New Oxford ; LL.B. 1730; LL.D, and Canon of Christ 

Church, 1735 ; and a Fellow of Winchester College. He ptiblished three 
singfJe Sermons* 1. Before the Sous of the Clergy; the superior Excellency 
of Charity, 1735. 2 , The Nature and Advantages of a righteous Fast, 
1740, 3, The EdiScation of the Cburuh of Christ,—He died in 1765; and 
bequeathed bis Books and Collection of Roman and English Coins to the 
Library of Christ Church, 

(with 
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(witli my humble service) I could hear from him, with regard 
to the several Catalogues of our Society, of which he promised 
to send me an account at his leisure* 

I shall always with great pleasure obey any orders you are 
pleased to send me; and whenever business or inclination brings 
you to Oxford, I shall take it as a favour to wait on yon here* 

1 am. Sir, your very obedient, &c* Phil. Barton. 

'' For greater certainty 1 have again ti’anscribed the weight 
of the coins: 

Eustacius, with a Kevei’sc different from your 

No* 54, weighs - > - - - 16 grs* 

Eistaohius, the same as No, 55 - - - IS^ 

Stephen and Henry * - - - - 19 

1 think I mentioned to you a fine chaise-piece, which is in 
the Free-school at Southampton, and which to be sure has not 
stopped youi enejuiries*” 

Sir, Christ Churchy July Sj 1755* 

** I send this to acquaint you, that 1 have immediately obeyed 
your commands, and have obtained leave of the College that 
their coin of Eustacius may be drawn for your use. But, the 
misfortune is, that Mr. Green hajipens not to be in town j but 
is expected in a day or two, as 1 am assured, without fail. At 
his return, 1 will endeavoui’, that it shall be done in the best 
manner, and with the greatest dispatch we possibly can. 

“ I am. Sir, your very obedient, &c* Phil. Barton. 

P. S. Since I \^'rote this, Mr* Green has come home j and 
to shew our zeal, we have instantly finished the drawing, and 
enclosed it by this post. Mr, Green assures me, it is done with 
the greatest exactness, will accept nothing for his trouble, and 
(with his humble service) begs your acceptance of it. I have 
only time to add, that 1 am. Sir, your humble servant, P. B.” 


Letters to and from the Rev. Dr. Richard Burn*. 

To Dr, Ducarel* 

""Dear Sir, Orion, June^l, 1765. 

** When I had the pleasure to see you last, you were so kind 
as to intimate to me a seeming mis-quotatlon In my booh, with 
j'espect to the son succeeding the father. The passage, I suppose 
is at page 104 of my book, vol. I* a quotation from Gibson, 796. 

“If that is the case, you wdll observe the quotation is as was 
intended, viz, Gibson, 2d Edition, vol. 11. p* 796 , which pro- 

*■ Tixe Rev, Richard Burn, LL. D, of Queen's College, O^furd, Vkar 
of Orton in Cumberland, and Chancellor of the Diocese of CarlUltJj 
Author, in conjunction with Mr. Nicolson (see p. 5BBI, of the His lories 
of Westmoreland and Cumberland j but siill hctier known by Ins popular 
volumes on tUe Duties of Justices of the Peace and Parish Officers, and 
by bis “ Ecclastasiicai Law*" He was bimself an active maghtrate j and 
died at Orion, where he had been Vicar 49 years, Nov. *20, 1785 —See him 
noticed in the “ Literary Anecdotes/' vbl. Vll* pp. 55. 525. 
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bably you may have overlooked, as it stands concealed (as it 
were) amongst the quotations from Linwood in the exposition 
of Peccham's constitution* 

If it is otherwise, I will be greatly obliged to you for your 
further kind information j and for what other errors (as I fear 
there are many) which may have fallen under your observation; 
for as I am conscious to myself of my inability in many respects, 
I should think myself extremely happy under the correction of 
your knowledge, assiduitj^, and experience, 1 am, good Sir, 

** Your much obliged and most humble servant, R. Euen," 
Good Sir, Ortonj Dec, l^J, 1767- 

I thank you for the favour of yours. It bath happened, that 
I have subjected myself to many applications from justices of the 
peace, and from clergymen, which I have generally thought it 
became me to answer as well as 1 could j but from yours 1 am 
edified and instructed. The cases are curious; and from the 
tenor thereof, 1 am tempted to look upon the dispute betwixt 
you to be like a sort of trial of skill between two expert jockies* 
“ Rather than give no answer in what the law hath left inde¬ 
finite, I have writ down what is ray own private opinion* There 
have been no determinations, in most of the cases, in the courts 
of equity, so fai’ as I have been able to find, either fi'om printed 
reports, or conx'ersation. There are no printed cases of deter- 
minatioQS in the ecclesiastical courts, from a very illiberal reason 
indeed, for the civilians say the ^sence of their trade consists in 
keeping them secret - 

“ I have not seen Dr. Ibbetson's Charge, but will get it. 

From what you observe on the statute of the Hen* Vllf* 
I see clearly I had mistaken that part of it, perhaps through in¬ 
attention in such a multiplicity of matter. It only relates to the 
successor and lessee. 

“ Probably you may hit upon many other things that it will 
be useful for me to know; for which 1 will be very thankful. 

“ I take the copy of Dr- Brown’s decree to be genuine. It is 
like their work* I have heard him speak of it as a case that de¬ 
termined no point of Law* The 205* paid to the plaintiff seems to 
be what was due after the explicit ion of the fomier lease by the 
Doctor* The pretences of modus’s have been trifling; and the 
other tithes specified are undoubtedly due of common right, 
and consequently no length of time can excuse from payment* 

“ I am, good Sir, your obliged humble servant, R. Born/’ 


From Mr* Googm. 

Rev* Sir, Enjieid^ Jwiie 28, 1775* 

1 liave not the pleasure of being personally known to you, 
but the interest I take in every thing that tends to illustrate our 
National Antiquities will, I trust, be my apology for the liberty 
I take to inquire after your ^ History of the Counties of Cumber¬ 
land and Westmoreland/ It is some time since I heard this 
desirable work was in great forwardness, It has since been re¬ 
ported 
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ported to be at press, and afterward to liave been at a stand, 1 
should be very sorry to have the latter report confirmed j but as 
1 am preparing a new edition of the ^ Anecdotes of British Topo^ 
graphy,' I should be happy to give the publick a satisfactory 
account of your labours, and of every such work. 1 flatter my¬ 
self you will indulge me with thb opportunity of saying with 
exactness what has been or is intended to be done by former 
collectors or yourself towards illustrating two counties so fertile 
in antiquities and events of every periocL 1 am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, R. Gough/' 


To RrcHAHU Gough, Ksq, 

Good Sis, Orion, M^esimorelanch July 171 1775- 

** The ‘ History and Antiquities of Westmoreland and Cum¬ 
berland ' I forward this ' day to go to the ]uess immediately. 
It is com])osed from materials collected from time to time by 
curious and inquisitive men, which the authors (Joseph Nicolson, 
Esq, nephew to the late Bishop Nieolson, and myself) have had 
the success to obtain from the several proprietors j consisting of 
extracts from the public records, chartularics of several religious 
houses, manuscript histories of private families, and of public 
events, accounts of border affairs between the tw^o kingdoms, 
and other matters all which materials brought together would 
make about twenty pretty large volumes in folio. So that if we 
fail in the execution, it is not for want of information, 

I am, good Sir, your very humble servant. Rich, Buiin, 
P* S. As I lii'e in a sequestered part of the world, 1 have not 
had the happiness to see or hear of your book 5 and therefore 
probably have erred in your address,'’ 

To the same, 

^^Good Bin, Oriorij SepL 19^ 1775. 

Yours dated Aug, 31, 1 received last night, and not befuie. 
The London stamp upon it is Sept. 16, so that the delay must 
have been betwixt you and the general post office. 

Page ^77, h 16, r, Joseph Nicolson of Hawk dale. Esq, 
N, B* That family always write their name without the letter L 
This MS. is in seveml other hands, 

" P. 378 , 1, 10, f, * The aforesaid Joseph Nicolson, Esq,’ 

“- 1. 15, f, ' by the said Mr, Nicolson, and the Rev, 

Dr, Bum, Chancellor of Carlisle.’ [They include most of the 
materials which arc worth taking notice of, that you mention,] 
'' P. ^SO, r, ^ Penrith Churchyard/ 

^31, dele (at the bottom) ^ They are on the Westmore¬ 
land side of the Lowther, but in Penrith parish/ neither of those 
positions being the fact. 

The late Lord Lonsdale was never marriedi The two young 
Ladies are the present Sir Janies Tjowther s sisters, 

P, 282 and 283. Not * William Lord Howard/ but ^ the 
Lord William Howard (3d son of Thomas Duke of Norfolk.) 

There 
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There nre many stories of hiin ; but I never lieard this of the 
prisoner- 

"" P* 283, 1, 29, rwhie cross* Qn. Runic ? 

P, r, ^ View from Lowther Hall, the seat of Sir Janies 
Lowther, hart, of Pemith and the beacon;' by, &c* 

I take it for giunted you have seen Bishop Nicolson’a 
^ Historical Libnii 75 ' though I do not perceive you make any 
mention of it.—He wrote nothing about Northumberland. 

** Mr. Nicolson's work and mine will not be out soon ; and 
not by subscription. Yours, R. Bukk.*' 


Letters of Dr. John Burton^. 

To Dr. DDGAEEn. 

Sir, Yorkf Jnlif 12, 1754* 

“ Notwithstanding my long and tedious epistle to you by the 
last post, I believe I forgot to mention, that if either you or 
any otlier gentlemen be desirous of seeing the originals of any 
of those Chaj’ters copied over in the two volumes which I sent 
you to look at, I can easily send them for your or their perusal. 
“ 1 likewise forgot to tell you the reason of a dash with my 

pen thus-under a word, or letter of a word. Whenever J 

could not certainly distinguish the word or letter I made that 
mark 3 as also when I thought it requisite some notice should be 
taken of it, as in some of them there was false concord in words 
at full length, then I generally gave a stroke under the word. 

In all places where the Char lei's were so defaced as not to 
be recovered, I left a space and marked them thus 3 and 

in copying I wrote the cr instead of a single e. In other respects 
1 followed the oiiginal as nearly as |)ossible. 

This morning in perusing a deed of William dc Melton, 
Archbishop of York, b, 1 , n. 45, granting leave to Thomas 
Wake [.rord of Lyddel to remove his Priory from Cottinghaui to 
Haltenprise, dated 11 Aug. 1330, in the 18th year of his ponti¬ 
ficate, pursuant to a bull of Pope John 22 d, dated kak Jan. in the 
9 tJi of his pontificate, for that purpose, I find amongst the wit¬ 
nesses to the Ai'chbishop's licence, as follows:" Magistro Adam de 
Haselbech, Rectore ecclesiae de Stretton dicti patris eancelkrio.' 
And he is not mentioned in the List I sent you, which helps, 
in part, to fill up the chasm therein, Robert de Ripliugham 
being then Chancellor of the Church. W'^henever 1 find any per¬ 
son occurs Chancellor of the Diocese, i shall minute hnn down 
for you. No doubt 1 have met with several in the same way, 
but as they more properly belong to the Spiritual Court than 
the Church, 1 liad never regarded them 3 but as soon as J loave 
my books of Charters indexed, i can soon find them out, 

By this post I write to the gentleman who lives at Duns- 
croft (an old acquaintance of mine), to know if, in perusing the 

V The industrious Yorkshire Antif^uaiy'. Se\'eriil of his Letters have 
been given hi vol III. p.377i and** Literary Anecdotos/' voL VIL |j.52e. 

old 






590 


ILLUSTRATIONS OT LITBRATURE. 


old deeds (which he had occasion to do, having had several law¬ 
suits about the fythes), he has met with any thing belonging to 
that cell to Roch Abbey, to desire the perusal thereof. 

If if be convenient, shall be glad to have those two volumes 
which I sent, to be here against our assizes at farthest, the 29th 
instant, because some people may then want to see them j and 
1 likewise must employ a person to make an index. 

Dr. Topham has been laid up in the gout about a fortnight, 
so 1 Rincy his London expedition is not likely to be so soon as 
was imagined. The York stage-coach comes out of London every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, till Michaelmas; and the 
carrier evei^ Monday morning throughout the year, and conies 
into York on the Tuesday noon in the week following. 

“ I remain, Sir, your obliged humble servant, J. Burton/' 

“Djsak Sir, For/c, Feb , 1 % 1769* 

" Your kind favour I am much obliged to you for j and pur¬ 
suant to your friendly advice, I have wrote an ostensible letter, 
which I flatter myself will answer some good end, rather thaa 
burn the MS Si- You perceive I have dated the inclose of the 27 th 
»Tan* when I wrote last. If the gentlemen who peruse my 
Catalogue, think I have any merit from what I have done ; and 
that I am capable of finishing what I have undertaken; if they 
will contrive any means for my subsisteiiee, without being under 
a necessity to follow my profession, as at present, I shall devote 
my whole time to complete the work. This, I should think, with 
gentlemen of their rank and fortune, would be no difficult matter^ 
for how many, who have nothing meritorious to recommend them 
to the publick, have places and pensions given them ? If such a 
method can be taken, and a fund subscribed, to be under their own 
directions, to pay amanuenses, to purchase paper, &c, I will see 
every thing done completely, and desire nothing for either niy 
MSS. or my trouble, till they are reimbursed to the last farthingj 
and then, if they think 1 shall deserve it, 1 should expect the 
remainder of the copies j but not otherwise. Many persons will 
subscribe to take a book or books, when printed, provided they 
pay no money till delivery of a copy, who would not subscribe 
to pay any cash at pi^esent. 

1 have sent a Catalogue to our worthy Representative, Sir 
George Saville, together with the scheme for tbrming a Society 
to promote the same practice as the Irish Nobility and Gentry 
have done. I intend also to send the same plan with a Catalogue 
to several other of our Nobility and Gentry of this county 5 and 
if they begin a Society, here are some hundreds in this county 
who will subscribe towards it when begun. I am very certain 
I can keep four or five amanuenses at %vork ; and could begin 
to pimt my second volume of my Monasticoii again; and in 
three months can begin to put the pedigrees of the Gentiy to 
the press. This volume of the Monasiicon will contain a num¬ 
ber of material Records, relative to all the estates that did belong 
to the Religious Houses. 

As 
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" As to fixing a price of my MSS. to tbc British Museum^ if 
the other methods fail, I know not what to say. I must consult 
you about that matter, which by talking with some others, you 
will be better able to do than 1 can. But I should prefer the 
Society to any other method. I think with proper amanuenses, 
?tc. I could finish the whole in three years, and I shall not be 
60 years of age till June next. 1 have nothing but to ask par-^ 
don for taking up so much of your time, >vhich I hope you will 
tfie easier excuse, as I want to see, as it may be called, my child 
In embryo, brought to perfection; which is the hearty wish of, 
dear Sir, your most obliged humble servant, John Burton/’ 


To Richard Gough, Esq. 

“ Sir, For/c, June 19^ 1769. 

" Although I have not the pleasni'c of being personally ac¬ 
quainted with you, I am greatly pleased with your excellent 
Topography, and have taken the liberty to correct some parts, 
and to add some others relating to Yorkshire, that when you 
favour the world with a new Edition, or print any Addenda, 
the Corrections and Addenda may give satisfaction to curious 
searchers after antiquities, 

Yorkshire. 

P. 543, last line hut one, instead of, ^ are now the property 
of Dr. William R.' read ^ Were late the property of Dr. William 
K. and now of Dr. John Burton, of York.* 

“ Page 544, L 16, lor Skirrarkt read Skyrve or Skiervek. 
Line 17, for Stainbridge^ Staincliff, and for Ey cross^ read Ewe- 
cross. Line 20, ioj; Johnson, read Johnston^ and so in other 
places, viz. in pp. 551, 559, &c, 

** Page 545, last line but one, for Kirkleys, read Kirklees. 
N. B, 1 had a letter from Mr. Toix lately, and he writes his 
name Torre, 

Page 549, 1. 19, " and the greatest part are included/ read 
* and all within the County of York are included/ for the 
Archdeaconry of Nottingham being in that county, I did not 
copy that part. 

''Page 559, 1. 18, for HowldeUf read Howden. 

" Page 573, 1, 26, for Osmundthick, read Ossendike. 

“ Page 674, line 6, for Malholm, read Malghamj 7ie<xr Skipion^ 
but it more properly should be near Settle, being nearer to the 
second market-town than the former; and again, in p. 5/6, 1. 
31 and 32, for Malham, read Malgham. 

Page 578, 1, 1, for Bleisirete, read Blake-street. Formerly 
it wag called Bleak-street, lying near North and South. Ibid. 
J. 20, for Wentsdale, read Wentsleydale. 

" i herewith also send you a Catalogue of MSS. collected by 
myself, since the printing of which I have added voL XVI. and 
have last week met with about ltx> original charters relating to 
the Abbey of Kirkstal, not yet published, penes Jerem. Dixon, of 
Gledhow, near Leeds, in com. Ebor. Esq. lately High Sheriff 
of this County. ^ jokn 
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John Stanhope, of Horsforth, Esq. has a large vokme of 
Tenures In Yorkshire, the same as the No. XVI. in my Catalogue, 
but fuller, and the descents of several of the Gentry of the 
West Riding. 

Ricliard Wilson, of Leeds, Esq. now Recorder, has several 
volumes, containing the arms and pedigrees of several of the 
Nobility and Gentry in the Northern counties, in 8 volumes, in 
folio and quarto: 

Nomiu. Villar. in the Hon. of Pontifract, 

A Roll of The Valuation of the Chappels in Leeds Parish. 

An Acccount of the Fees paid to the King in many Townships 
in Yorkshire, in foL 
Kirkby's Inquest, foL 

Tenures of Lands in com. Ebor. in different places. 

Compot. or Rental of the Archbishoprick of York. 

Survey of the Colleges, Chantries, Free Chapels, Guilds, and 
Fraternities, in York and Yorkshire, from Dodsworth's MSS. 
vol, 61, by the Rev. Mr. William Smith, Rector of Melsonby 
* near Darlington, in vellum, foL 
Valor, of Ecclesiastical Benefices, Conventual, &c. 

Nomin. Villar. by whom held, &c., 

Papers relating to Well Hospital in 1709, granted in 1342* 
Addenda to Camden's Britannia, in fol. 

Histo^ of the Surprizing of Pontefract Castle, 

A Folio, containing several matters relating to Abbies and other 
Religious Houses, in com. Ebor. 

Compositions for goods and arrearages of Recusants in com. Ebor. 
A Miscellaneous Collection, sold in 1711, to Mr. Thoresby, being 
part of the Collections of Christopher Hildyard^ Esq, who 
died at York in A. D. 16.,, containing Kirkby's Inquest, and 
the Perambulation of the forest of Galtrees, near York, in with 
several other things, in folio. 

Other Miscellanies relating to Yorkshire, in folio. 

y I likewise met with the whole Collection of MSS. made by 
Richard Thornton, Esq. then Recorder of Leeds, now in tlie 
custody of John Smith, of Heath, Esq. 25 volumes, most in folio, 
containing materials relating to the different branches of the 
History of Yorkshire, Cheshire, and Lancashire, viz. 

The Pedigrees and Arms of the Gentry in the three Ridings of 
Yorkshire, and Cheshire also, with Tenures of Land in York¬ 
shire, by whom held, &c. 

Inquisitions post mortem. 

Escaet. Inspeximus's, &c. Archer’s Pedigrees of Lincolnshhe 
Gently; of Lancashire, by Hopkinson, in his own hand-writing. 
The Honour of Richmond, most of which is in Gale. Chi'onica 
Mon. de Melsa, de Fundatione et progressu ejusdem, Ac. with 
the Char tula ry thereof, and an Index thereto, with several 
miscellaneous volumes relating to other Religious Houses, 
Churches, &c, and particular Families. 
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If I meet with any thing else worthy of your notice^ I shall 
communicate it^ upon knowing the address to youi which I 
doubt not the worthy gentleman to whom this is inclosed, can 
inform me of; and if you meet with any thing worth notice 
relative to Yorkshire, I shall be proud of the information, and 
the world will be the more obliged to you, if it should please 
God to enable me to live to publish what 1 have collected* The 
second volume of the Monasticon Ebor* has been ready long* 
Wishing you health to go on with your laborious under¬ 
taking, I remain, John Burton/' 


From the Rev.S amuel Bush^* 

'' Dear Sib, Wadhatn Colkget March 18, 173S-9* 

I suppose you have heard that we are like to have Dr. Lisle 
for our Warden. Thursday next Is the day appointed for the 
election, when he will be chosen unanimously. I shsdl declare 
the vacancy to-morrow* 1 believe the University will proceed 
against our late Warden to-morrow likewise. I shall go for 
London on Friday morning, on some extraordinary business. 
I shall scarce stay in town a week, however, I propose myself 
the pleasure of seeing and spending some time with you. My 
compliments to all friends, &c. &c. 

"lam your obliged friend and humble servant, S. Bush." 
"Dear Sir, H^adham College, Jprilbf 1739. 

1 doubt not but you was surprized at my leaving London so 
abruptly; but 1 hope Mr* Ashe made my apologies upon seeing 
you at the Fleece Tavern, wdiere we had agi’eed to spend Tuesday 
Evenings and wliere he proinised me to meet you and Mr, Sherard. 
1 fully designed to be in London this week with Mr. Hinckes- 
luan, but the W'arden f has desired me to defer my journey for a 
week, in order to assist at the passing the College accounts for 
seven years past, in which we are now wholly engaged five or six 
hours every day, and we hope to go through the whole by Wed¬ 
nesday next* The Warden has likewise deferred his Journey to 
London on the same account* I am fully determined to be in 
London some time next week. I very much want to see you, and 
to talk with you concerning my Leghorn expedition, and the 
method I am to pursue in order to make it effectual* 

'' 1 have desired S win Eon j to give me a list of the merciianta* 

* or Wadbam College; M. A. 17S9* He resigned lik Fellowsbip for 
the Vicarage of Wadburst, Susick, a College Liviug'. He died in 
and left mast of his Books to VVadliam College* 
t Robert TblstleUiwayte, M. A, of Wadbam College, 17 Hj B. and 
D* D. 1724, on being elected VVarden.^In 1730 be obtained a Prebend at 
Westminster; but abdicated, and resigned bis Wardensbjp in 
went to France; died at Buologne in 1743 ; and was buried at Dover* 

X The Rev, John Swinton ; M* A. of Wadbam College, 1726; F. R. S. 
1729 ; B. D. of Christ Church, 1759. He bad in early Jife been Chap' 
lain at Leghorn ; and in 1767 was appointed Keeper of the Archives in 
the University of Oxford* He was a learned Nurai&inatist, and a good 
Oriental Scholar; and a contributor to the Philosophical Transactions; and 
died in 1777- See Literary Anecdotes/* vol. VI f. p. 406; vol. IX. p. 13. 
VoL* fV* Q a mmes 
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names now resident there 5 he tells me there are great alierations 
since he left howerer, he offered me what Interest he had. 

" Dear Sij', J am greatly obliged to you for the services and 
good offices you are so ready to do me in my recommendation 
to the gentlemen in whose power it is to appoint me Chaplain 
at the above-mentioned place; whether I succeed or not, your 
great kindness shall be always gi'atefully acknowledged, by 

Your most obliged and very humble servant, S, Bush, 
Sir, Witdlmrstj Aug . 17j 17^3. 

" I return you many thanks for the favour of your last, which 
I received about a fortnight since. You seem to have mistaken 
my meaning in my former letlei% by congmtulating me upon 
my recoveiy. After 1 had sent you my case for Dr, James's 
perusal, the inflammation and fever were very much lessened, 
before that I received youi‘s with Dr, James’s inclosed. The 
medicines during the first week of my taking of them did me a 
great deal of good, but they operated so very much the second 
and third week, that I again relapsed into my former weak 
state* and the fever and inflammation was so much increased 
again by this puiging, that I was afiuid that I should be obliged 
to leave the medicine off entirely. I have since continued to 
take them in a lesser quantity than what Dr, James had ordered 5 
and I am now a good deal better, though 1 think very little, if 
any thing, better than when I first began to take them. Dr, James 
seems to think that I have no inflammation upon me, and that it 
is only a slow fever i if it were so, I think 1 have little hopes of 
recovery whilst it continues upon me, but could I once get rid 
of it, 1 flatter myself that his powder taken after the manner 
which I now do, will in time destroy this acrimonious disorder 
in my stomach, and restore me to my foiTOer health. I have 
not yet ^vritten to him, but intend it some time next week, when 
I hope to be much better than I am at present, 

** The Bishop of Clogher* is a learned man, and the Voyage 
which he has published, and his observations upon it, gave me a 
great deal of pleasure in the reading, but 1 should have received 
much more, had the characters which he mentions been inserled 
in this Voyage j however, I hope that this account which he has 
published will excite some able and curious persons amongst 
the learned of this Nation to endeavour to procure a transcript 
of those character, I have no knowledge, I confess, of the 
Oriental languages, any farther than being able easily to distin¬ 
guish the characters from one anotherj but 1 have read most 
of those authors," both in Latin, French, and English, who 
have written, exprofesso^ on this subject; I mean conceining the 
antiquity of the present Hebrew characters; and I think that 
the arguments made use of in favour of the Samaritan charac¬ 
ters, greatly outweigh those that have been produced in favour 

^ Dr- Robert Ciaytorj. See iin account of his Journey to Graud Cairo, 
in the Ltlerftry Anecdotcr/' voL VIl. p* 8^. 

of 
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of the Chaldee characters. That the Jews during their captivity 
under the Assyrian or Babylonian Princes had forgot their own 
language and character^ and made use of the Assyrian, or what 
is comnionly called the Chaldee, in its stead, is natui^al to sup¬ 
pose j for that from this time the old Hebrew ceased to be the 
mother tongue of the Jews, I tliink no doubt can be madej and 
though J am fully persuaded of the truth of ail this, yet I very 
much question notwithstanding, whether what is called the 
Samaritan character be the true old Hebrew character, as is ge¬ 
nerally supposed, and has been with so much confidence asserted 
by those w'ho have declared against the Chaldee character. I 
am rather inclined to think, and indeed this has been my opinion 
long since, that neither the Chaldee nor Samaritan are the true 
old Hebrew cbaiacters^ but that they are entirely iostj or if 
they are any where preserved, that those mentioned by the 
Bishop of Clogher to be seen at this time in those deserts, are 
likely to be the true old Hebrew characters > and that they were 
probably engraved upon those rocks by the Isi^elites, and were 
designeil by them as monuments of some great events which 
happened to them during their long abode in The Wilderness, 
before they entered the Promised Land, or Land of Canaan. 

I thought, from the account which you gave of those cha¬ 
racters, that they were transcribed in the Voyage which was 
published by the Bishop of Clogher; and for this reason I was 
so desirous of seeing it ^ and should a copy of them ever be pro¬ 
cured, and be made public, it would probably put an end to 
this controversy, which has so long subsisted amongst the E^earned. 

In Hr. James’s letter to me, he has advised me to take 40 
drops of the Fryer’s balsam tvvice a day. He finds fault with 
the prescription in the Dispensatory of the College ^ according 
to which it is made by most Apothecaries, and has recommended 
me to some which is made by M\\ Brandt, the King’s Apothe¬ 
cary, in Ariingtomstreet I will desire the favour of him, when 
I write to him, to order some to be sent by Mr. Brahdt’s ser¬ 
vant to your house; and I desire the favour of you to pay for 
it, either to Dr. James, or to Mr. Brandt’s sen^ant, and I will 
order Notus or his serv ant, to call for it at your house. As Dr. 
James has received two guineas already, I suppose he will not 
expect another fee, till after one or two letters more; however, 
I desire the fevour of you to acquaint me, when more money is 
wanted, and I wiil transmit it to you directly by Notus. I h^e 
only room to return you my hearty thanks for the many kind 
favours which I continually receive ; and to subscribe myself, 

" Your very obliged friend and humble servant, S, Busii.” 


From Mr. Cam in. 

" Dsae SiE AND Friend, Leghorn ^ OcL 2, 1740, N. S* 

Under the 2lst of August, I had the honour to write to you, 
with a few lines for Mr. Barton concerning the velvets you for¬ 
merly ordered me to proride for him, to which I am expecting 

0 0 2 his, 
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his, or your answer, since which I have not had the pleasure to 
receive 'any of your favours, which will cause brevity. The 
present serves chiefly to advise yon of my having forwarded you 
the known thi’ee silver medals, by Tomaso (who was Mr* Leigh’s 
servant), he being set out for England, by land, with an English 
gentleman, and therefore hope will very soon be with you; and 
that they may be more punctually delivered, I have directed 
them to Messrs* Leigh and Miller, to whom 1 gave orders last 
post, immediately, on reception, to send them to you. Their 
cost, with the charges, is %L Os. to which add 3s* for the 
cost of a copper medal of the present Pope, which, at your 
leisure, you may please to pay the said gentlemen* This last 
medal did not arrive in time to embmce this favourable oppor¬ 
tunity, and I must therefore be contented to send it you the first 
sea-conveyance* In the said packet you will find another copper 
piece of King Theodore^, which was given me, though hitherto! 
have not been able, by any means, to get a piece of silver, though 
I still continue my diligence to serve you, and Jive in hopes, at 
length, to succeed* My hearty respects and service to your bro¬ 
thers, Ml John Pigou, and other fiienda (not forgetting the 0,W.), 
who 1 hope are well; and believe me to remain, with the most 
grateful esteem, dear Sir and Friend, 

Your most obliged humble icr vant, J^Camin. 

” P* S. If our friend Mr. Leigh should take a resolution to 
come out here again, in order to terminate his afiairs, 1 cannot 
think it would be an unpleasant jaunt for you, who, I presume, 
have little affairs upon your hands to hinder you, to come along 
with him. 1 have room enough to accommodate you with me, arid 
the pleasure 1 should receive in seeing y ou here, would be moi'e 
than 1 can find terms to express. 1 hinted something of this to 
Mr. Leigh in my former letters, for which liberty I heartily beg 
your pardon*" 


From Mr. Clahke. 

de/^r Frienid, Stockport^ FeL *20, 

1 was in so great a hurry w'hen I wrote niy last letter to 
you, that 1 scarce remember what it contained, and though 1 
have not received a line from you since, yet I cannot omit writ* 
ing to you by this post to let you know that I have made what 
enquiry I can about this Rectory, and find tliat with proper 
management it may be brought to upwards of six hundred a year. 
I likewise WTOte to the person who purchased the next presenta¬ 
tion, to know whether he was inclined to dispose of it, and I 
received for answer that a twelvemonth ago he offered it for 
1450L which is fifty pound less than he gave for it, but that his 
ion's health was so greatly increased since that time, he would 
not part with it upon any account, so that the matter is at an 
end, which I am very sorry for, as J think it would have suited 
you, both on account of health, company, and a pleasant country, 
better than any Lmiig in England; besides a quick possession 


♦ Then King of Corsica. 


of 
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of it, Jbr the Hector is attended by two physicians, who tell me 
he will never get abroad again. 

I have sent to Macclesfield for an impression of the pardon 
granted to the Legbs of Lyme, which 1 will send you with roy 
picture when I receive it from Manchester, and will let yon 
know the post after what carrier it goes by, and at what inn it 
will be left. I wrote to Lloyd last post to desire you to go to 
John’s Coffee-house in Dake-street, Lincoln’s Inn-Fields, there 
to buy me a quarter of a pound of the best brocoli seed, and to 
direct it to me, and send it to Miss Fitzherbert, at Mr- MayneU’s 
in South Audley-street, neai’ Grosvenor-square, who would take 
care to forward it to n)e, and 1 will reimburse you when I get to 
town. 1 hope Piero has by this time got his Commission, and that 
I shall receive the news of it by the next post, fur 1 have it very 
much at heart, and do wish him all imaginable success in the 
Army- If he is in town, pray remember me kindiy to him, and 
to Potter and-Chohvell, aiurtell them i often remember them 
over an honest bottle, 

I sliouJd be glad when you have leisure, that you would let 
me know all the news that’s stirring, and what the grand 
Council of the Nation is ui>on, for you know that I have a small 
turn towards politicks, and am in a part of the world where I 
hear but of one side of the question, and that very partially repre¬ 
sented. Pray give my best compliments to Mr, and Miss Jerardau^ 
and when you see the Miss Sermons, tell them that they are 
not out of my thoughts. Adieu, dear old man! I am your 
most affectionate friend, and obliged servant. Geo. Clakke. 

^"P. S. When you write to your friend Cam in, I desire you 
will get him to send you an Italian what do you call it, to put 
over children to preserve them fron^ being overlaid by the nurse," 
My dear Friei^d, ChesUr^ April SO, 174L 

As nothing gives me more pleasure than to hear of your 
welfare, so nothing affects me more than to hear of your indis¬ 
position j ami 1 have really endured a good deal of pain on your 
account ever since Lloyd acquainted me with it, and would have 
told you so mj^self a week ago, had I not been so very much 
hurried with business, that I have been even forced to neglect 
things of great consequence to tnySelf, I long much to hear of 
your recoveiw, and hope the next post will bring me a letter 
from you with an agreeable account of your being established 
in a good state of health, for I really love and value you, and 
can never hear of your enduring pain without bearing a great 
part myself, 

1 most sincerely condole with you on the death of Mr. Pot- 
ter"^, which has made me misemble ever since I heard it j and the 
more so as I am informed he shot himself. 1 beg you will let 
me know die particulars, if you are acquainted with them, for 
it is an action so inconsistent with his principles and judgment, 

* Oisc of the Common Pleaders in London. He died April 9, 1741- 

that, 
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that, I am bewlJdered in fixing on a motive that could possibly 
determine him to commit the action. Oh I my dear Ducarell 
you cannot imagine how my spirits are sunk with melancholy 
for the loss of a companion, whose conversation was ever en¬ 
tertaining and improving. 1 loved him like a brother, and lament 
him as such. Pray let me hear from you by the first post, and 
tell me how you are, for the news of your health will greatly 
ease the burthen of my mind. When you see Younker, re¬ 
member me affectionately to him. I sent your impression to 
Vere and Carters, and hope you have received it. Heavens presence 
you! Direct to me at Stockport, and tell me whether you have 
received the impression. I am, with the highest sense of friend¬ 
ship, yours most affectionately, Gbo. Clarke/' 

From JosiAH Colebrooke *^, Esq. 

Good Doctor, Budge RoWi Matf If, 1763. 

This waits on you with many thanks for my agreeable enter¬ 
tainment at Lambeth. As I mentioned a doubt about the picture 
in the Galleiy which you call Katherine, wife of Henry V. I 
believe if you will examine ' Houbraken and Vertue^s Heads of 
Illustrious PeiBons/ which were published some years since by 
Knapton, and of whose lives our friend Dr. Birch gave an his¬ 
torical account, you will find that the picture In dispute is Lady 
Jane Seymour, wife of Henry VIIL and mother of Edward the 
Sixth, The dress and face seem to agree (as near as my memory 
will serve to retain objects reniote from each other) with my 
print of her picture j but as you have the book in the Library, I 
wish you would compare this print of Lady Jane with the picture, 
and see if Vertue did not copy that for his print. You will ex¬ 
cuse my being so particular on this account, as the xjcculiar dress 
of Henry the the Fifth's lime would hardly be revived so soon as 
Henry the Eighth'sand a second print from the same picture, 
though under another name, would not be satisfactory to ibe 
curious) neither will it diminish the value of the picture to 
have it an original of that Lady, which must have been painted 
by Holbein, the only painter of note at that time j but as I have 
referred you to the authority on which I founded ray objection, 
shall only desire you will compare the print with the picture 
before you have it engraved. 

* ^ As to the copy of Domesday, my memorandum runs in these 
words: ' Copy of Domesday book, the gift of the Duke of Nor¬ 
folk to the Society, delivered by Dr. Gale, June 8, 1681, v/hich 
was given to the Library Keeper, to be safely kept and regis¬ 
tered * Birch’s ' History of the Royal Society,' Pt. IV. p. 90. 

i am, with great respect, your humble servant, 

JoSIAH CoLEBBOOKE.'’ 

* He was elected F. S. A. in 1T48 j and Treasurer of the Soeietj in J761; 
He was also elected F. R. S. in 1765; and died Au^. I B, 17? 6- See ibe 

Literary Anecdotes/* vol. JL p. SB5 ) vol. V. p. 514. 


From 



miur cRESPicNYj Esa. to dr. ducarkl. 599 


From Philip CaBSPiGNY^j Esq. 

" Dear SIK, Southampton^ Jug. 25j 175S. 

I am greatly obliged to yon Ibr your kind letter of the 21st 
instant. The account of the Rape we had seen in the papers, hut 
not with those particular circumstances you mentioned. As we 
have been daily taken up in one party or another, I have not 
yet had leisure to visit Malwood Castie, nor the monument erected 
by Lord Delawar, in New Forest, in the place where stood the 
famous oak, on which glanced the arrow which killed William 
Rufus, nor consequently the oak which buds and withers in the 
same day. This party 1 hope I shah make before the next week 
is out, and I will endeavour to get you a bit of the root of that 
famous old oak which was a secondary cause of Rufus's death, 
having seen two or three pieces of it made into tobacco-stoppers. 
As this is of some .(though of no great) antiquity, you may be 
pleased with it. I suppose you will find no diijercnce in the oak 
of those times, and that of the present. I mil take off the in- 
sciiption of the monument, and design it m the best manner 1 
can, and get all the information 1 can of this very memorable oak. 
I can (1 think with good authority) inform you that near this 
oak, when Rufus was killed, lived a poor man with his family in 
a small hut, who maintained himself and family by making of 
charcoal. This man, u hen Rufus was killed, was applied to for 
his hoi'se and cart, which he lent, and in which he carried Rufus's 
body to Winchester^ and as a reward for this, he had some rods 
of land (to the amount of an acre or two, which lay about his 
hut) given to him; and what is most remarkable is, that the 
immediate descendant in the male line, of this charcoal man, 
bearing the same name, does now live in the hut, and in posses¬ 
sion of land, and is himself a charcoal man, and that every de¬ 
scendant from the first of this family, to the present man, have 
lived in and possessed this hut and land, and they have been one 
and all charcoal men, have as such maintained tSieir family, and 
ne\'er been richer nor poorer the one than the other. This is the cer¬ 
tain tradition of this country, and this family is deemed the most 
ancient in the county; but when I am upon the spot I will make 
more full enquiry into this story, which 1 believe is true in the 
manner I tell it you. 

"" As for the other budding oak, the accounts which we have 
had in the newsjjapers a little after Christmas were not (as 1 am 
informed) true. That a multitude of people went there on Christ¬ 
mas day is certain, but that this tree buds on that day (onl^) in 
the morning, and withers at night, is not so. This particular 
oak, and many others in the Ibrest, do on Christmas day (and 
for a month before and after) bud in the morning, and the bud® 

• This gemleitiaTi, vtho died Feb. 11, 1765, was considerable emf- 
nence in Doctors Commons, where he %vasKing*s Procter j as was also 
his son, Philip Champimi Crespiftiy, Esq. [who resided the office in 
1733). He was M. P. For Alilbarough and Sudbury in Suffolk, and died 
dan. 1, J803. See Gent. Mag. voL LXXUL p. 8a 

shut 
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shut up in the evening 3 and if the bough is cut off, the buds, in¬ 
stead of sliutting up in the evening; will wither and die. But that 
Christinas day is the only day that this happens is laughed at by 
people of sense hereabouts y but as it is credited by the low and 
ignorant indgar who never go there but on Christmas day, and who 
see the buds in the morning, and the withering of their bough in 
the evening, give way to that idle superstition, as they never 
think of enquiring into tlie truth of the story, or the cause of 
the withering 5 and never think of it but on Christmas eve, and 
Christmas day» 

We propose going on Tuesday nest about three or four 
miles off, to visit some very line old ruins of Netley Castle, and 
of an antient religious house near it, which are near this shore 
East of this town. 1 am told they are vei^ remarkable and ex¬ 
tensive ruins, which would afford much satisfaction, and matter 
of enquiry and observation to those who are judges in these sort 
of Antiquities* I will also make what enqumes I can about them. 
I was going to wish I was an antiquaiy, as there are in this 
country many curiosities to entertain one that ia^ but these 
things ai'e quite lost upon the people here, who prefer the pre¬ 
sent times to the enqumes of what was done in the days of old: 
—De Gmtibus non disputandam est! 

I am got undesignedly upon a subject which is out of ray 
sphere, and on which I cannot write with that propriety which 
it requires y therefore will conclude with our best compliments 
to you and all friends at the Commons y and am, dear Sir, 

" Your most faithful humble servant, P. Crkspigny- 

We all bathe in the sea daily, and drink the salt-water, 
which agrees exceedingly with us.” 


Dr. DuCA eel's Letter of thanks to the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries at Cortona, on being elected a Member thereof, 
2 Dth of August 1760 . 

Illustrissimi Domini, 

Diploma, quo me in venerabilem Societatem vestram Cor- 
tonemem cooptare dignati est is, magno cum gaudio, necnon 
gratissimo animo, a D*^^ Wilcoxo accepi. Eoque gratior quo 
insperatior erat Honor ille quern in me contulistis, quod benigni 
Consilii vestri omnino ignarus eram, donee Diploma vestrum 
nupenime ad manus meas venerit. Beneficii vestri me haud 
indignum praestarea udebo: et venerand® Socictatis vestr® nec 
iners nec inutile Mem brum esse conabor* Quaoi cito sese occasio 
obtulerit, per Dominum Venuti Livornife Praepositum Libros 
jionnullos vobis mittam, in Bibliotheca vestra locandos y quod 
Muniisculum acceptum fore Sodetati vestrse speroj Soeietati 
inquain Cortonensi, quse ot in asternum vigeat fioreatque ex 
animo vovet et exoptat 

Humiilimus et obsequentissimus 
Servus ct Consocius vester." 


From 
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From Mr, Da Costa, 

^dams Court, in Broad Street, Jul^ 2% 1751. 

J received the favour of your lettefj and with pleasure 
I obey youx' suuiiuons. J shall therefore honour myself with 
waiting oq you next Wednesday, about four o'clock in the after- 
noon^ and enjoy the pleasure of your convei-sation^ which 1 have 
always greatly esteemed. I am, &c, E. M, Da Costa." 


To Mr, Da Costa* 

Doctors" Commom, Aug. 7, 1751. 

I beg the favour to see you, or to have a line from you as 
soon as possible after the receipt of this* If you call upon me, 
let it be as early as you can in the morning, I have received a 
letter from Shrewsbuiy, and if you will draw up an exact Cata¬ 
logue of the Fossils you want from Messina, and give it to me, 
you will receive it from Messina j but you must be very exact in 
your Catalogue, I will shew you the letter 1 have I'cceived when 
1 see you, which 1 hope will be very soon. And, Ducakel," 


To Dr. Ducakei,, 

StR, Londony Aug, 9 , 1751, 

According to the permission you gave me, I here have noted 
the various Fossils found at Messina, in Sicily, in order to desire you 
to procure them for me, fi'ora the Hev, Fryar of that place, whom 
your friend is settling a coiTespondeuce with 5 and in order to 
demonstrate to you that if you can acquire me the Fossils of Sicily, 
by the means of the said correspondence, 1 will on my side fur¬ 
ther it to the utmost of my power by reciprocally sending him 
the various English Fossils X can collect, herewith I present 
you a packet of English Fossils to send to the said Rev, Father, 
to augment his Collection, 

Instructions for collecting the Fossils and other natural 
productions of Sicily* 

“ In the hills, and on the beach or shore about the city of 
Messina, and especially at a place called La Madonna delle 
Gravitelie, immense numbers of Fossil Shells and curious Petri¬ 
factions of various kinds are found; also, Vertebne Glossopetrm 
BufonitiEt ^rc. Fossil Echine, or Riccii Marini in pleirUi, and their 
spines. Fossil Corals, and Coralloids very elegant, and of many 
kinds. These curious Fossils are found in such great abundance 
in the rocks, stones, &c. thereabouts, as is almost incredible, 
according to Agostino Scilia, a native of the place, in his w'ork 
entitled, * La Vana Speculazione disingannata dal Senzo/ 

'^To get me the dififerent kinds and varieties of the Bezoar 
Mi^ale di Sicilia, a large quantity of it will be very agreeable. 
This is described by Paolo Boccone, a Sicilian author, in his 
‘ Recherches et Obs* Nats,* and in his ' Miiseo di Fisica et Esp,* 

“ Some specimens of the diSerent soi ls of the Petroleums, or 
rock oils, as also of the Pece Mlnerak, or fossil pitch of Sicily, 

A pretty large quantity of the Tara di Biara, near Palermo, 
in its native state, 01 as it is dug up out of the cailhj us also 

of 
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of its medical preparation called Pohere de Chiaramontet and 
Polvere di Fondacaro, Thm is given gratis to people by^ the 
CordeJiei's, called Zuccolanti, at Palermo, See Bocconej ibid. 

“ Some of the Sal Jlmmoniacum croceum^ found on the metal¬ 
lic substances thrown forth out of Mount j®tna, See Boccone, 
ibid. And also specimens of the different metallic and mineral 
substances, cinders^ &Cp thrown from the said Volcano, and which 
are vulgarly called &iare. 

** The Pitira Stellafia di is mentioned by many authoi's, 

and many sorts of them are found in Sicily. 1 should be glad 
to have some specimens of the different kinds. 

1 should also be glad of the jaws and teeth of the following 
fishes, which are natives of the feicilian sea, viz. of the tish called 
by the Sicilians the Peace Pacca^ the Peace Canicola^ the Ptsce 
Stampellaj and the fishes called Sareo Orata, and Deiituto, all 
which are figured in Scilla, 

A very cuiious kind of Eehims Ovarius w'itli long spines, 
(figured by Scilla, tab. 22), is fished, though I'arely, In the Sicilian 
sea, of which 1 desire a specimen. 

" A kind of Echinus Cordatus (figured by Scilla) is fislied in 
immense quantities in the port of Messina, of which J desire 
five or six specimens. Echini of several kinds are fished at Zaeca 
and Messina, of which I desire specimens. 

“Various fine shells, jas[>ers, and other curious stones, fuel, 
and other marine plants, and various curious marine productions 
are found on the beach at Messina, Specimens of Iheni will be 
veiy acceptable to me, 

“ Vermi Marini are found in great abundance on the rocks in 
the sea, especially at the place called 11 Secco del Porto de la 
Citta di Messina, and by the vulgar are called Vetri di Mare. 

And whatever Minerals, Earths, Stones, and other Possils 
of Sicily they please to send will be very acceptable, 

“ i beg they may pack them up in the same manner 1 do thtise 
which I send to them, marking them No. 2, 3, and 
making a Catalogue answ ering to the Numbers on the specimens, 
in which I beg they will note whei^ each specimen is found, wkat 
is the vulgar name given It by the inhabitants, w'hether it Is in 
quantity, or scarce, and all other particulars of their Natui'al 
History they can come to the knowledge of 1 am, with all 
esteem. Sir, jour obliged humble servant, E, M. Da Costa.'" 

“ Sin, London, jing, 12, 1751. 

I wish you could recommend to your Brother, and to your 
Friend at Shrew'sbury to collect me what Fossils they can in 
that neighbourhood, and in Shropsliire, such us Earths, and 
Clays, Stones, Marbles, Minerals, Metals, ^ic. j also any curiutis 
figured Stones, resembling plants, shells, and other parts of ani¬ 
mals and vegetables; and should they be able to collect any, de¬ 
sire them to wrap tip each sample or piece in paper, and number 
them 1,2, 3, 8tC. and to draw up a Catalogue or List iiumbereii, 
answerable to the papers in which I beg they would note what R 
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is* where it is found, if plenty or scarce, the vulgar name of it, 
and what other particulars of Natural History they can come to 
the knowledge of. 

I should be glad to have some of the Pitch Stone, and the 
pitch or oil got from it, which is got at Pitchford and Bentall in 
Shropshire, There are several quarries and coal-pits in Shropshire. 
In these quarries and coal-pits are found great varieties of curious 
figured Fossils like Shelb, &c. j and in the coal-pits fine impres¬ 
sions of plants are found in a layer of coal slate which lies ahvay< 
just above the coal. 1 am, with all esteem, &c. E. M. Da Costa.” 


To Mr. Da Costa. 

''Sir, Doctors* Commons^ Aug. 30, 175 L . 

" My Brother desires me to return you thanks for the Fossili 
which are arrived there safe, and to assure you that be will send 
to Sicily for what you want, as soon as Mr. Kynaston returns 
from Ireland I and as to the Fossils and ftlarcasitcs you want from 
Shropshire, he will apply to somebody that understands tliem to 
get them for you, but says, if he was to go to the coat works, 
he does not undei^stand tliem when he sees them, but will not 
neglect any opportunity in his power to procure you the things 
which that county aflfords. I shall be very glad to sec you xvhen 
you come this way, and shall be much obliged to you if you 
would send me those French Catalogues you mentioned when 
you have an opportunity of so doing. And. Ducarel.” 

“ Sir, Dociors' Commons, Oct. 92, 17oL 

My Brother from Shrewsbury is in town, but goes away in 
three or four days. If you have a moment to spare any after¬ 
noon (except Wednesday) this week, I should be glad if you 
would call upon me, especially if yon have any thing more to 
say about Fossils at Messina. No morning suits me, on account 
of the Term, which begins to-morrow. And. Du car el,'* 

Sir, Doclors* Commons, Jan. 4, 1751-9. 

'' My Brother acquaints me that Mr. Kynaston was collecting, 
by the means of a friend, some Fossils for you from the coal 
mines at Bentall in Shropshire, w’hich, as soon as received, he 
should send to me for yon; that he was packing up last week his 
parcel to Messina, and had wrote for every thing you desired 
there. I am, Sir, your most obedient, &c. And. Ducarel." 
Sir, Doctors' Coinmons, Jari^ 93, 1759. 

"The inclosed from my Brother I just received by this post 
If you will send me some of your Proposals, I will send them 
into Shropshire, where I do not doubt but you will meet tvith 
subscriptions. Your most ivumble servant. And. Du car el.” 

Mr. James Ducarel to his Brother Dr, A-C. Docarel. 

" Sir, ShTewsbitry, Jan. 90, 175D9. 

Six miles distant from this town, we went to view the 
famous well at Pitcltford, on which is the Petrokum which your 
friend Mendes da Costa desired so much. 1 have got a gaily-pot 

'full I 
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fall ^ it is gathered during the hot months only^ ami comes on 
the top of the water like scum. The well is in a farm-yard, and 
lies liable to ali the filth of it- About a quarter of a mile beyond 
it lies a Ikmous rock, part of which is under a brook, and the 
stone which is dug from that rock k so much impregnated with 
Petrolemif or Fossil Pitch, that if you throw it into the fire, it 
will run ; and such stuff is extracted from it as the Petroleum 1 
have gathe]'ed in the gally-pot. Out of this rock they make here 
the famous British oil, for which one Betton has a patent. He 
has a Laboratory for making it in this town, and uses near 60 
tons of the rock in the year ^ it is so heavy, that a stack, or four 
cubic feet of the rock is reckoned to weigh three ton, or sixty 
hundred, that is, the country people compute it at that, and 
say that the waggon has been weighed at our engine ivhen loaded 
with a stack, or four cubic feet of it. The gentleman is returned 
from Bentall, who is to get me the plants on coal slate, which 
Mr, Da Costa wants. He tells nae he has spoke to some intelligent 
colliers to procure a parcel of them ; that they are now opening 
a new pit where they expect to find a great many s that Fern is 
the only plant impressed usually found; and that, though there 
are cart loads of them amongst the rubbish of the old pits, yet 
they cannot easily be got at, at least in winter, as they lie 
buried under all the rubbish that is since come out of the coals. 
They are always sure to find them at a certain depth. As soon 
as I have them, and all the other things your friend wanted from 
hence, I will send them to you. James Ducarel/' 


To'Mr. Da Costa. 

Sir, Doctors* Cemnions, Feh. 15, 1751-S. 

“ A question has lately been asked me, wherein 1 hope you 
will not take it amiss if 1 desire your assistance, viz. whether 
there is extant any where a print or drawing, or any account of 
the dress and arms of a Jewish Soldier t or whether the Jewish 
Soldiers did not wear the same dress as the Roman Soldiers ? A 
line from you in answer to this will very much oblige. Sir, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant. And, Ducarel." 


Mr. James Ducaree to Mr, E, M. Da Costa- 
SiK, Skrewsbnry, Feb, 20, 1751-2. 

Indosetl herewith I send you a list of some Fossils I have 
pn>cured for you from Flintshire. 1 shall add thereto a pot of 
Peiroleum, or fossil oil, and a piece of the Pitchford rock. 1 
am promised some of the impressions of plants upon slate from 
Bentall. The gentleman who procures them for me has been 
disappointed of some which were expected to be found in opening 
of a new pit, but they found none good; however, he has spoke 
to a master of the colliers who lives there, and has some know¬ 
ledge of Fossils, and much more curiosity than those gentry 
commonly have, I shall wait your answer before I send you the 
box of Fossils desiring to know whether you please to receive the 

things 
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things I have by me at this time, or chuse to stay till my Mend 
sends the things from Ben tail. 1 make no doubt of these future 
ones being good and fair impressions of, J thank, only two sorts 
of Plants, Fern and soroething else which I cannot recollect, of 
which we sent several pieces, with a parcel of other curiosities 
amongst which were those you was so good to send me, to w'hich 
we added Coins, and a hogshead of strong beer In bottles, for 
the amusement of a Jesuit in Sicily, to whom I have translated 
the letter my friend wrote, and asked for the things you desired, 
“ 1 am, Sir, your obedient humble, and unknown servant, 

James Ducarel ” 


Mr. Da Costa to James Ducarel, Esq* 

Sir, Adams Courtj March 10, 

1 shall now pleasure myself with answering your question 
about the Je%vish Soldiers, which you desired of me by your very 
esteemed favour of the 15ih Feb. 

I have w'ith great care reviewed all the books I am acquainted 
with, but not content with that, and not being any wise greatly 
conversant in Rabbinical learning, I desired a very^ learned and 
curious (Belisaria) student of our nation to carefully peruse all 
the Rabbinical authors about it. His answer Is, he finds not the 
least mention made of either the arms or dress of a Jewish Soldier, 
and only one author says, that they had a mantle or piece of cloth 
dyed with Tyrian purjde, as a badge* Tlieir arms are also very 
uncertain, only it is generally believed that there were companies 
of sj>earmen, ai'chers, swordsmen, &c. smd a buckler was common 
to all* Armour vve find fully mentioned in 1 Sam* and other places. 
In short, I am of opinion there was no dress particular to the 
soldiery, I mean, while the Jews were a free Nation ; but when 
tribulaiy to the Romans, I do not doubt they followed the 
Roman dress. In regard to any dm wing, &c. w^e never permitted 
any in our books, apparel, &c. it not being agreeable to the Reli¬ 
gion, and though not on the same account, yet I do not find that 
drawings were at all used in books, even by the Greeks and 
Romans, for all we know of their antiquities is absolutely what 
is preserved in antient statues, bas-reliefs, sculptures, medals, 
&c. which we were absolutely forbid* 

1 am sorry it is not in my power to resolve your question in 
a more satisfactojy manner, but I find there are no hopes of giving 
you any further information on it* 1 -shall at all times with great 
pleasure be very ready to solve any questions you may ptit to me 
relating to our religious cei'emonies, customs, as Ihr as I 
am capable of doing* Godwin’s ^ Jewish Antiquities/ or Lewis’s 
* Hebi'ew Republick,’ perhaps may give some account of the Sol¬ 
diery, but 1 have not the said books. 

“ i am greatly obliged to you. Sir, for your friendship in re¬ 
commending me to your Brother at Shi^ewsbury, whose obliging 
letter you fonvarded me, and the box with the Fossils your Brother 
sent 1 received also safe* I beg yon will ret uni my sincere thanks 

to 
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to tbe said gentleniaiL and' that I shall write to him in a few 
days to acknowledge his friendship. I assure you^ Sir, tltat on 
all occasions 1 can serve you, or your Brother^ 1 shall be ready j 
for believe me to be, with all esteem, Sir, 

Your very obliged hutnble servant, E. M. Ba Costa/* 


Mr. James Bucarel to Mr. Da Costa. 

<< Salopj March 18, 175^^ 

Tbe inclosed 1 have received from my friend Mr, Roger 
Kynaaton. You will please, if you write to Mr, Pennant, vvhois 
a very learned and good man, to talk of Mr. Kyiiaston as your 
friend and acquaintance, which will prevent mistakes, as Mr. 
Pennant does not knovir me. I hear that the box of Fossils arrived 
in towm, because I had directed them to a friend, and had in¬ 
closed a gold chased watch case. I shall be happy if they were 
at all worth your acceptance) and I remalii. Sir, 

Your obedient hmnble servant, James Bucarel. ’ 


Dr* Ducarel to Mr, Da Costa. 

Sir, Doctors Cowiwions, April 3, 175^* 

My Brother tells me he has sent you a letter ft'om one of 
Mr, Kynaston's Blends, who is a great Fossilist, who lives in 
• Flintshire, who offers you his correspondence, and that he hath also 
sent you a box of Fossils, the Petroleum, &c. and complains he 
has not heard from you since I take the liberty of acquainting 
you wit!) it, and make no doubt but you will let luy Brother hear 
freJin you by to-morrow night’s post 3 who am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant. And. Ducarel." 

Mr. Da Costa to James Ducarel, Esq. at Shrew'sbury. 

SiE, London, April 4, 175^- 

I cannot express to you, how sensible I am of the obliga¬ 
tions I owe to you, and Roger Kynaston, Esq. for your friend¬ 
ship and aid towards my proposed Work, and the augmentation 
of my Collection. Permit me to assure you. Sir* I shall always 
be ready to acknowledge the favours by the offer of my services 
to your commands. 

Your letter of the ^ 9 th Feb. brought me the list of Fossils you 
procured from Flintshire 3 1 suppose from Mr. Pennant soon 
after I received tlie Fossils safe. I assure you they were greatly 
welcome, and were mostly such as ) have been long seeking.for. 
The Pitch-stone and Petroleum Bom, your place 1 greatly w^anted) 
and the account of it you wu’ote to my much esteemed friend your 
Brother Dr. A. Ducarel was so accurate, as to enable me to be 
nsaster of its entire natural history, 

I beg leave to remind you, that whenever you can procure 
me impressions of Plants from the collieries, they will be greatly 
welcome to me. They are found not only in a stratum of co^- 
slate, just above the coal, but also in nodules of iron*stone, in 

the 
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the coal-pits at BentaJL A gentleman here shewed me some he 
had lately sent him from thencCj on such iron atone masses^ which 
impressions were very elegant and curious. 

Whenever you or Mr, Kynaston want any -Foasilsj apply to 
me, and I shall always obey your commands by sending you 
whatever duplicates occur in my Collection. 

Your esteemed letter of March 18, comes next to answer. I 
have obeyed your orders to a tittle, for I wrote this veiy night 
to Mi\ Pennant a very long letter. I begun it by recommending 
myself as a person well known to Mr. Kynaston. I cannot help 
repeating in the fulness of my heart the obligations you lay me 
under by your generous friendship; but [ will always strive my 
utmost to merit the continuance of it. 

I have taken the liberty to inclose you a Proposal, to be ready 
to your hand, in ease you should want any. My best respects 
attend Mr. Kynaston, and I heartily congratulate him on bis 
marriage. I have nothing further to add, than assuring you of 
my sincere respects, and that lam, with great esteem. Sir, 

Your very obliged humble servant, E. M. Da Costa." 


Dr, Ducarel to Mr. Da Costa. 

Sir, Doctors' Commons^ April 25, 1759. 

My Brother informs me that he shall go to Bentall in May, 
to fetch some fine Fossils, which he has the promise of, all which 
he intends should be for you. He and Mr. Kynastdn desire you 
would let them know the names of the Fossils which they sent 
you, which were so very scarcer and -which you never could get 
before. It is for their own private satisfaction only. When you 
can favour me with your farther thoughts about the Jewish Sol¬ 
diers, I shall be glad of a line. Your former letter 1 sent to my 
Lord Mayor some time ago. 1 am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant. And, Docarel." 


Mr. Da Costa to Dr. And. Due a red. 

Dear Sir, Adams Court, Broad Street^ May 97, 1752. 

** I am greatly obliged to your Brother for his friendships j for 
not only the Fossils he sent me were e.xqtiisite, but also Mr. Pen¬ 
nant’s Cori'espondence which he obtained me by means of R, 
Kynaston, Esq. is an extraordinary one, having received several 
elegant specimens from the said gentleman, as also several ex¬ 
ceeding cui'ious letters on the subject of Fossils. 

I shall be extremely glad of the Fossils from Bentall, which 
your Brother was promised this month, they will be greatly wel¬ 
come, as they consist of impressions of Vegetables, which I could 
never obtain before from that place, and which are generally 
exceedingly curious. 

“ Tlie curious Fossils which I could never get before that 

^ Of which I hava a large collectiun, athlressed to variuus persona, both 
m Natural History and Topographical Antiquities. 


your 
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your brother sent, and which Mr. Kynaston wants to be pomted 
out to him, were, pebble lead ore, figured lead ore, green 
lead ore, a hind of radiated spar, a mineral called blinds, the 
pitch-stone, and Pitchford well pitch, 

" Now I am upon the subject of the pitch-stone, and Pitchford 
well Petroleum, pray, 81 r, the first time you write to your 
brother, after paying him my respects, make the following queries 
from me, viz. Is the Petroleum or pitch he sent me in the gally- 
pot, naturally found floating on the Pitchford well in hot wea¬ 
ther ? or is it only an artificial extract made from the pitch-stone ? 
and, if from the said extract, Bettan*s British oil is not again 
extracted? As on these queries there depends a great point of 
natural history, I beg he would answer them clearly and fully. 

About the Jewish Soldiers I can learn nothing further from 
our Jewish Authois; but as I was dipping into the ^ Scripture 
History of the Jews and their Republic, by JaTpes Home, Esq. 
Advocate, London, 1737,* 2 vols. 8 vo, in voL p. 306, I met 
with the following pamgraph; which, as I think gives a dear 
account, and as I accompany it with my plaudite, I shall here 
transcribe it, viz* ' It does not appear that, before the reign of 
Saul, there wei'e any regular troops in pay kept up in Canaan. 
The whole nation consisted of fighting men, ready to march 
against the enemy, as soon as the necessity of tlieir affairs re¬ 
quired it* They were like the Trained Bands or Militia of some 
countries, ever readj^ to assemble upon the first order } so that 
when a w^ar was resolved upon, all the people that were capable 
of bearing arms, immediately upon the first call, gathered toge¬ 
ther in their respective Tribes, and according to the Exigency of 
the case, or the importance or necessity of the enterprize, greater 
or lesser drafts were made, in order to form the main body of 
the army,' 1 remain, with all esteem, dear Sir, your very 
obliged humble servant, E. M. Da Costa. 

P. S* 1 forgot to inform you 1 have written to Italy for the 
Medallion you desired, in this manner;—A Medallion of Po]ie 
Julius 111. his head, with n. julius hi keipubi-ic.Si chkistian^ 

REX AC TATEK. RcverSC, ANGLIA EESUHGIS UT NUNC NOVIS- 

siMo j>iE, and %vas struck on the accession of Popish Mary to 
the Crown of England. In any metal, but it is more desirable 
in copper or silver," 


Dr, Duca^el to Ml Da Costa. 

Sir, Doctors' Commons^ Aug. 24, 1752. 

" I returned from France last Sunday se'night, and had the 
pleasure of seeing Mens, de Bufibn at Paris, at whose house 
your name was mentioned, and some other handsome things said 
which I should be glad to communicate to you by word of mouth, 
and therefore desire you would do me the pleasure to call when 
you come this W'ay, and are at leisure, I am, you know, always 
at home, and glad to see you. The sooner you call the better, 
I like a morning better than an afternoon. When you do me 
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the pTeasuie to calh I hope you will not forget to brmg with 
you the present of Fossils you promised me when I went abroad, 
I am. Sir, your most humble servant, And, Ducakel,” 


To Dr. Dtjcarel. 

^'Dear Sir, Mincing Lane^ Fenchurch Street^ March 1761. 

The following 00 Piinting, f have extracted for your use, 
and hope it will be agreeable to you; viz. ' 

J. D. Schoepdini Consil. Reg. ac Franciae Histoiiogr. Vindiciae 
Typograpbicae Argentorat. 1760,* in 4to. 

' Ij'Art cie la Xylographie, qui consiste k impi imer des LiYres 
avec des planches de bois gravfe, est n4 a Haviem,* 

' La "rypographie, qui consiste h imprimcr avec des Caractbres 
Mobiles de bois, h Strasbourg. 

' La Perfection de rimprimerie par des Caracthres de fonte, h 
Mayence, que Laurent Coster imagina le premier, Jean Gut- 
temberg gentilhomme de Mayence le second, & Jean Schoffer 
le troisieme/ 

^ Le C^l^bre Professeur prouve ce qu*il avaoce par rapport h cetle 
Ville ec h Guttemberg, par les terracs d’un Manusciit de 143£^j 
oh se trouve le detail d'un proems que Guttemberg eut cette 
Aim6e avee les heritiers d*un de ses Associ^a, ainsi que la 
deposition des temoins, & la sentence des in agist rats.' 

“ Extracted from the ^Bibliotheque des Sciences pour Janvier, 
Fevrier, S;e. 1760/ vol. XIIL p. 241, From, dear Sir, 

Youv greatly obliged and humble servant, 

E. M. Da Costa/" 


To Mr. Da Costa, 

"Dodors Commom^ March 9, 1761. 
Dr. DueareVs compHments to Mr. Da Costa. Is infinitely 
obliged to him for his letter of the 5th Instant, and his abstract 
of Mr. Professor Schoepfiin's * Account of Printing.* The Doctor 
cannot write himself, having a return of the inflammation in his 
eyes, since last night; but takes the liberty of sending him here¬ 
with the copy of Mr. Meerman's Letter K The Doctor has several 
times attempted to translate it into English, but in vain ; he 
therefore begs the favour of Mr. Da Costa to get it translated by 
some proper person, in ordei to lay it before the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries j and will, with great pleasure, pay the ciiarges at¬ 
tending such translation.’* 

Doctors Commonsi JVednesdatf morning> j^pril I, 176L 
Dr. Ducarel begs the iavour of Mr. Da Costa, if Mr. Mecr- 
man*s Letter* is translated, to send it to the Doctor's house 
to-morrow morning, as the Doctor intends to read it before the 
Society of Antiquaries to-morrow evening." 

4 This Letter wiis communicated by Dr. Ducarel to Mr. Nichols j and 
is inserted rii the Appendix of bis Treatise on the Origin of Printing. 

VoL. IV. R a To 
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To the Rev* Dr. John Denne*> Archdeacua of Rochkstek. 

SiK, Jtihj 6j 1754 . 

1 hope you will excuse the liberty I take of troubling you 
with this, ivhen 1 acquaint you that it relates to the Cathedral 
of Rochester, tovvards the History and Antiquities of which, I 
am told, you have made large Collections* VVe have veiy tew 
MSS* in the Libraiy of Doctors Commons ', but in one (which is 
a Collection of various matters^ mostly relating to the Practice 
of the Eicclesiastieal Courts, Prohibitions, I met with ^The 

Patronages of all the Benefices within the Diocese of Rochester/ 
a sample of which I have herewith sent you*—This MS* is neatly 
written about the time of King James, or Charles the First; but 
by whom these Collections wei e made 1 have not been able to 
discover; nor is it meniioned whence it w^as taken. As soon as 
I saw It, 1 immediately thought it might be of some service to 
you; and in ease it is not taken from your Eegistei^, or if you 
think it will be of any service to you, I will with great pleasure 
copy it, and take the liberty to convey it to you ; tvho have the 
honour to subscribe myself, And. Ducarel/* 


To Dr. Docarei. 

** Good Sir, Rochester j Aitg. 99, 1754^ 

According to the forms, Ceremonies, and punctilios of modern 
and fashionable correspondences (wherein the more you know of 
me, the more faulty or free you will find me), 1 ought, almost 
by the return of the post, to have made my acknowledgments 
at least for the favour of a letter, dated the 6th of last month* 

** The tmth is, that though your information about a Manu¬ 
script in your Library at Doctors Commons I'elating to the Patron¬ 
ages of ail the Benefices within the Diocese of Rochester was very 
kind; though your offer to transcribe it for me was more obliging; 
yet, as it could answer no view or purpose of mine, 1 was willing 
to hope that you would put a candid construction upon my 
silence; and excuse me, as an ^ntiqnary^ for not troubling 
you with compliments, or with letters upon a subject wherein 
I had nothing new or material to say or conjecture, nothing 
more indeed than to observe upon your ManuscJ'ipt, from the 
specimen you send of it, that it could be of no service to me, 
as having large and con'ect accounts of Presentations and Patro¬ 
nages, which go up, almost regularly, as high as the Conquest; 
from whence, give me leave to inform you, that it must have 
been written within the years 1559 and 1605; for in that com¬ 
pass of time the right of the Lords Cobb am to the patronage of 
Halstow both began and ended* 

This would have been my answer to your letter; but I was 
willing to defer it till 1 could say somewhat for myself in the 
promise I had made you of contributing the best notices I have, 
among my Antiquarian Collections, in regard to the Chancellors 

^ OF this very exaeltent and learned Divine, see the ** Literary Anec¬ 
dotes,” vol, FIL pp. tOT* 5o0. 

of 
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of this Diocese- What I have met with in my present searches, 
I have transcribed into the papers I inclose, l-^t me only observe 
to yoti by the way, that 1 Bnd no mention of sueh Officers under 
our Bishops till 1327, or theieabouts. They seem at that time 
to be contemporary with VicaTS^Gmerah and to have both gone 
on with like regularity in the exercise of the separate jurisdiction 
they had by their different grants respectively* The first person 
in whom both these offices were united and exercised at one and 
the same time seems to have been Dr. Lewyn, about 1595* Since 
his death all Patents have been concurrent in the grant of both 
offices to the same persons, during life, with little or no varia¬ 
tion of powers or restraints- Before this coalition hideed, it is 
pretty certain, in this Diocese at least, that all the branches of 
Ecclesiastical Poweiv wffiich the Bhhops did not exercise in per¬ 
son, nor had granted to their Archdeacom^ whose jurisdiction 
and endowment began under Gundtilphus, by a grant to Asketyll, 
or Anschetill, so eaily as the year 10S9—before this coalition, 
! say. Bishops from time to time committed w’hat power they 
chose not to exercise themselves, in such proportions as they 
thought most advisable, among O^ccr^, who were called their 
Officials^ Commissaries y Chancellors ^ and Vicars-Gmerat^ during 
their own pleasure, but never beyond their own continuance in 
the See, Each Bishop^ when he came into it, bad for certain 
the sole and full appointment of ids own Officers ; and I believe 
the free removal of them, when or how he pleased. 

In antlent times, I see reason and precedents to conclude 
that all delegated jurisdiction from our Bishops^ in its several 
branches, ^vas from time to time, and pro re naid^ committed 
to, and exercised by, persons who were known by the general 
appellations only of their Officials. Of this kind we find some in 
our Registers as early as 1185; nay, ATchdeacQm had likewise 
their Officials^ who may be pretty regularly traced up to the year 
1254* Accordingly I have collected a LisI of them, almost as 
complete as that of Chancellors, Vicars* Gmeral, or Commksaries^ 
Ever since Dr* Calverley's time, in 1565, the Archdeacons Officials 
have been for the most part the very same persons as were Chan^ 
celioTs and Vicars^ General to the Bishops, though the Episcopal 
and Archidiaconal Patents w^ere always distinct. There has no 
Ecclesiastical authority been exei^eised throughoiit the whole 
Diocese but by them, though caie was always taken to pre¬ 
serve the Court's Jurisdiction and Rights of the Archdeacons, 
tjuite separate from any claims that could be made by the Bishops, 
Chuncellors, or Vicars^ Generaf, from an unity of possession in 
their respective offices. However, to secure this poinf, and to 
shew the regard I have for your profession in the Civil and Canon 
Law, as settled wisely by Dr. Henry Har\-ey (soon after the 
Refonnation) in your College of Doctors Commons;—^for these 
reasons I did not join with the Bishop in appointing his Chancellor 
Dr. Lewyn for my Official, upon the death of Di\ Henchman* 
Mv Patent then waited the acceptance of Dr. George Lee, since 

ft K 2 Dean 
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Dean df the Arches, and Judge of the Prerogative Court of Can* 
terbury; upon whose resignation I gave it to Dr. Sympson, who 
is now ChtMcBlloT XjOTtdorif and my O^ciul ; persons who do 
honour to their own profession, as well as credit to my judgment. 

But it is, Sir, high time to conclude so long a letter, with 
little peihapsin it to your main design and purpose; but, should 
it in any wise answer them, my AntiquaTian Collections, both 
from printed books and manuscripts, shall, upon notice, be at 
your service, in what concerns Ecclesiastical O0C€rs of any kind 
or denomiation within the Diocese of ester* Allow me only 
time for connecting and transcribing the materials I have already 
put into method and order. 1 am, in these studiesj good Sir, 
your feJlow-labourer> and faithful friend and servant, 

To the Rev* Dr, Dennb. 

Ma ]/ 2 B , 1755. 

'' I had the honour of receiving your most obliging letter on 
Monday afternoon; in answer to which, 1 beg leave to assum 
you, that it will always give me great pleasure to think it is in 
my powder to do any service to yourself or any of your friends, 

" As the clandestine Marriage mentioned in the Case you 
was pleased to send me is a matter of great moment, wherein 
the Publick is concerned, I immediately carried it to the worthy 
Chancellor of London*, and from his house went directly with it 
to Mr* Sharpe’s Chambers at Lincoln's Inn, where 1 Found his 
assistant Mr. Francis, with whom I staid about an hour* This 
gentleman informed me that Mr* Sharpe had orders to prosecute 
Wilkinson at the expence of the Crown; that three indictments 
were already found against him; that he had obtained a Warrant 
from the IjOrd Chief Justice to take him up; but that Wilkinson 
could not be found, having absconded for some time; that they 
were in hopes of securing him very soon, because no^ pains or 
expence will be spared on this occasion; that in order, if possible, 
to discover where he is, both men and women had been employed, 
but hitherto withoiit success This gentleman further acquainted 
me with his having a Deputy who officiated in his absence at the 
Chapel of the Savoy; and that a prosecution would be shortly 
commenced against the said Deputy as soon as his name could 
be discovered. He also told me, that no longer ago than last 
Sunday, banns weie published by Wilkinson's Clerk (not by his 
Deputy) for 46 couples, in the Savoy Chapel, during the time of 
Divine Service ; and on my expressing my surprize at the great 
number, he told me that I might depend upon the truth of it, 
as he had it from some of his own people, whom he sent on 
purpose to discover Wilkinson* He farther told me, that, as there 
were already three indictments against Wilkinson, he thoiigiit it 
would be proper for the present to keep your Case, which was a 
very strong one, in reserve; and desired I would leave with him 
the Case, and your Letter, which i accordingly did* I therefore. Sir, 
* Keeper af the Seals to the Dean and Chapter of St* Paufs. 

do 
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do not write my opinion upon the questions put to inej beeausp 
1 think the right method of proceeding against Wilkinson is that 
which Mr. Sharpe is pursuing. 

“ I hope. Sir, you will approve of the steps I have taken in 
this affair i and in case I should hereafter hear from Mr. Sharpe, 
1 will immediately give you notice of it 5 and, if you should then 
happen to he absent, will acquaint the Rev. Dr.Bate* of Deptford 
(whom I am a little acquainted wkh), with any infomiation 1 
may receive from Mr. Sharpe relating to this matter. 

1 beg leave to conclude this letter by asssuring you that 1 
remain, with the greatest respect, &c. And.Docaeel S 

To Dr. Dtjca^eu. 

Sir, Fauxhallj June 19, 1755. 

^ ■ I deferred hitherto the return of your Manuscript Collections 
relating to Chan cel loi-s, Vicars-Generals, 6 cc. in hopes of finding 
leisui'e, not only to have made some moie additions to your lists, 
but likewise to have paid my respects to you in person. However, 
I am herein prevented by that unavoidable huny of business 
and company which generally attends my removal to Rochester, 
for which place I set out to-morrow. Though, to make you the 
best amends I can for my neglects, my purpose is {during my 
residence there this Summer), to go through all the Records in 
our Register Ohice, and to extract thence whatever I can find ser¬ 
viceable to your plan, beyond what I have already communicated 
to you respecting the Diocese of Rochester. I shall also carry 
with me all iny own Antiquarian Collect ions relative to ei^ery 
other DiOcese 5 and, after reviewing tliem carefully, will digest 
every thing worth your notice, according to the method you 
have pursued ? and then fi'om time to time (as 1 have leisure and 
opportunity), send you such memorials, in distinct letters or 
dispatches, as you may easily make a proper disposal of, wherein¬ 
soever you may peifect your excellent design* 

I thank you for your intelligence about \¥ilkinson, and shall 
hope to he obliged by the farther account yon promise me. 

I am, with the sincerest personal esteem, and with all readiness 
to give yon my poor assistance in every manner I can, dear Sir, 
Your most obliged humble servant, Johk Denke/' 

From Archdeacon 

“Good Sir, Eockesterj Sepi^^l, 1753. 

“ I thank you, both for the favour and pleasure of a letter, 
though it gives me somewhat of concern, to think that I must 
at present answer it with as little satisfaction to you as to my¬ 
self, who having left all my Collections relative to the Antiqui¬ 
ties of Lambeth at Vauxhall, can only write upon the point 
wherein you consult me from my memory, or some imperfect 
and indigested memoranda, that I have here amidst my miscel¬ 
laneous extracts; from whence I can report nothing more with 
* The Rev. Julius Bate. See the Literary Anecdotes,*' vol. Ill, p. 

any 
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any degree of certainty, than that the Manor and Rectory of 
X^nibeth wei'c originally given to the Bishop and Church of 
Rochester jointly, by the Coucitess Goda, in the same full and 
ample manner as she herself held them, which is thus set forth 
in a very antient Record, intituled, ^ Registmm Temporalium 
Roffensium ; Domesday in Rotulo Wyntoniens’:—^ Dlebus illis 
dederat Comitissa Goda Manerium de Lambeth Ecclesie, retento 
jure patronattis EccVie ; et postea Wtn'is Rufus Rex Monacbis 
concessit. (Fob 11, n.) Quisquis Deo, sen pro Deo aliquid 
prestat non hoc ipsum a se alienat, set melius sibi ipsi in pos- 
terum reservat. Qua Ipse ductus, ego WilTmus, Del gratis. Hex 
Anglorum, trado de Jure meo Ecclesie Ruffensi Andreeapos- 
toli EccTiam S. Marie de Lambutlia, de me semper, et de succes- 
soribus meis, cognoscendam et tenendam, cum omnibus qiie a(i 
eandem Ecclesiam pertinent, tarn in terris, sllvis, aquis, pratis, 
quam in omnibus aliis rebus, tarn intm burguni, quam extra, 
saca et soene, toll et theani, cum aliis consuetudmibus, quas 
Comitissa Goda prius Iiabuit, et ego hactenus in meo Dominico 
habui. Et hoc concedo pro salute anime mee, Patris mei, et 
omnium Farentum nicorum, et pro I’estauratione dampni 
eidera Ecclesie, licet invitus, intuli, pro conquirendis inimieis meis, 
qui intm jam dictam civitatem contra me, et contra Regnum 
meum iiyustfe congi‘egati emat, et de quibus Deus, sui gi^tia, 
victoriain mihi cpntulit. Hane ergo donationem, propria manu 
signo et confirmo. Presen ti bus Testibus et assentientibus de 
Baronibus mei, Thoraa Archiep'o'^, Rogero Comite Scropesbu* 
riensi, Henrico Comite Wanvieensi, Henrico de Ferrariis, Rogero 
Bigoto, Ivone Tallleboso, WilFmo Pevrell, et aliis plnribus.’ 
(Fob 17^ a.) Msec carta etiam verbatim ferb recitatiir, in Textu 
Roffen. foL 211, necnon in MS® a. x. 9, fob 107> lOS, Domi- 
tian. Bibb Cotton* 

Correspondent to this account are the following Extracts 
out of our Textus Roffensis, as published by T*'Hearne : ' Wil- 
lielmus Rex, hlius ejus, dedit Lamthelam, ad I'ictum Monacho- 
rum/ (p, 153.) To the same purpose is the determination and 
sentence of Imarus the Pope's Legate, between the years 114^ 
nod 1147 j upon a contest between the Bishop and Monastei^ 
of Rochester, concerning their respective claims and rights in 
the Manor and Church of Lambeth; * Asserebant Monachi me- 
moratum manerium sibi ad victual proprium a Rege Anglonim 
Willelmo juniore concessum rationabiliter, et donatum; et ad 
ejusdem rei evidentiorem probationem, cartas el conflrmationes 
in medium proferebant. Contra quae, cum AsceUnus Roffensis 
Ep'us nichil iirnium, nichU valid urn responderet, nec se in pre- 
taxato manerio jm habere probare posset, ipsum manerium, 
cum omnibus suis appendices, secundhm quod Cartae Donationis 
et Confirmationia continebant, ipsis Monachis nos [Imarus, Dei 
Gra, Tusculanua Ep'us, Apostolic® sedis Legatus] adjudicavimus, 
et ip€os possessores constituimus, ipso eonim Ep’o promiCtente, 

# Of York. 
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^uod deiisceps sine vexationej et in quietatione Monachos bona 
et possesaiones suas babere permitteret, ec paceni eis servaret j 
quod et ipsi firmiter obserrare pr$cipiinus—et autoritate officij, 
quo fungimus^ ipsis confirmamts/ (FoL£04> 205, 206,) 

This instrument appears also m the Cotton Library, Domi- 
tian (A, X, 9, fo. 125 a,)- Accordingly we find Lambeth among 
those manors which were confirmed to the Monastery of Roches¬ 
ter (A, D, 1103) by Henry I. Archbishop Anselm, and Bishop 
Gundulphtis (Teit/Roffen, p, 224—227*) However, 1 cannot 
forbear observing here, that the Manor of Lambeth went by dif¬ 
ferent names, "yis:. LarnhethUi Lamhethaj and Lanihythai as Bishop 
Gibson remarks in his ‘ Explicatio nominum locorum/ at the 
end of his Saxon Chronicle, p. 34. Even those of Lamtkyde^ 
Lamhithe, Lambhitha, Lamkea, iMmbeihiE, Lnmhee^ LavtliGd^ 
Lamhethf t. e. (vertente Gimdetio) Portus, sive navlum statio 
lutea—Hodie Lambeth in agro Surreieml ad ripam Tamesh^ sedes 
Archiepiscoporum Cantuariensium. 

** You hence see that the Manor of Lambeth belonged in the 
Saxon times, even from Goda’s days, to the Church of liochester, 
till the Conquest, when it was seized into the Royal demesne ; 
blit afterwards restored by King Wjlliani Rufus, for a valuable 
consideration j and then assigned, ad vktum vionachorumj with 
no other tesej’ve out of it, than some provision-rents, that were 
to be conti ibuted to the Bishop, by way of an or an 

hospitable entertainment (according to the Ordinals on of Gun- 
dulphus) on the Festival of SL Andrevv every year, as is thus 
recorded in our" Registrum Temporalium," fol. 107, b* ^ Gun- 
dulphus Ep'us dedit et discrevit (co-operante Laiifranco Archiep o 
Cant.) eas possessiones Ecclesiie, que prlus ad solius Ep*i dispo- 
sitionem pertinebant, ad victum Monachorum j insuper sihi et 
sitccessoribus suis reservavit et retinuit de Manerijs Monachoruni 
Eehenmum, provenlens de certis rebus ad festum S. Andree apti 
sine conditione singulis annis perpetuo solvendis/ Tbs Exen- 
nium was then valued at lOL which sura is still paid by the 
Dean and Chapter of Rochester, to their Bishop j and their con¬ 
tribution towards it out of their Manor of Lambeth, was thus 
proportioned: " unum salmoiiem, et dimid* mi lien, de lanipridis* 
In this way things went on till an' exchange was made of 
this Manor, Mansion-house, and Rectory, for those of Darenth 
in Kent, with Archhishop Hubert Walter, about the year 1197, 
by the free and Joint consent of Bishop Glanville of Rochester, 
and his Priory j which exchange was afterwards confirmed by 
King Edward the First, and the Pope, as may appear from ori¬ 
ginal instruments, whereof I have copies at Vauxhajl, as also 
from Rynicr*s Fcedera, tom. T. p. 80. The view of it, no doubt, 
was the settling (Mat. Westmonast, fo. 444, and Hoveden) a 
College of Secular Canons at Lambeth, which ivere to have 
been the Chapter of the Archbishop, quite indejiendent of the 
Monks of Canterbury; and with an intention to humble that 
whole Order, and prevent their interfering in the Civil or Eccle¬ 
siastical Constitution of this Kingdom. The 
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The plan seems to have been concerted between that Prelate 
and his Sovereign | but was, after many struggles at the Court 
of Rome, set aside, and tlnit College demolished by Pope Inno¬ 
cent III, by a Bull, in so haughty a style, as would have much 
better become an Eastern Emperor than a Christian Prelate, The 
whole history of this contest is worth reading, both in regard 
to the Colleges of Huckington and Lambeth, as it is set forth at 
large in " Gervasii Chronicon, inter Decern Scriptoi’es/ or the 
Abridgment of it in most of our Ecclesiastical Historians, parti¬ 
cularly Dr. InetCs ' History of the English Church/ voL 11* 
pp, 3^2—374. 

Let this suffice for the contest about erecting a College at 
Lambeth j but as to the exchange of the manor, the palace, and 
I'ectory of It, 1 cannot forbear observing, that the rector was to 
pay what was due on the balance of the account by a perpetual 
pension of 6s. Sd, to the Bishop of Rochester, in lieu of the 
separate rights of that Prelate, not only t(^ provision-rents from 
this estate of the monastery ^ but also of his claim to reside in 
the mfinsion-house of it whenever his affairs should call him to 
London or Westminster, or to an attendance on Court, Parlia- 
oient, or Convocation. He had moreover a demand for oats, 
hay, provender, and firing, during such his residence, out of 
the same manor. 

" But of what kind Lambeth-house then was in the materials, 
fashion, or compass of its buildings, I have not learnt with the 
least certainty from any historical accounts within my searches j 
and from them, know as little about the changes, additions, and 
improvements, that may have since been made by its greater 
owners, according to their respective abilities, judgments, tastes, 
or fancies. But probably It was originally, and for some time 
afterwards, little better than a good mansion-house, though of 
an humbler kind than we can now descry of the Black Prince's 
Palace In the ruins of Long Barn in Kennington Lane, where 
he kept his Court ^ and after his return from conquering France, 
received and magnificently entertained, not only the nobility, 
but the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of London. It 
was, I apprehend, no other than a manor-house, the same as 
that on the manors of Kennington and Eltiiam, of the same 
sort with those capital messuages, whicli every Lord of a Manor 
had suitably to his rank, his estate, or family, and wherein they 
lived and spent their revenues, with honour, hospitality, and 
charity. Thus kings and nobles, barons, and prelates, had a 
variety of palaces and seats, or habitations, so that the poor 
Bishops of llochester had no fewer in this Diocese than five, be¬ 
sides their Palace Court, within the precincts of their Cathedral, 
and Rochester Palace, their town-house in Lambeth. Accordingly 
they kept moving to and fro, as the number and nature of their 
manors required, and resided on each of them no longer, than 
whilst they consumed the annual produce of tlieir respective 
demesnes, together with such provision-rents in kind as they bati 

reserved 
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reserved for their maintenance out of those lands and estates, 
which they had granted out on diflerent tenures, to their villans 
and tenants, by way of cultivation and improvement. These 
rents, as also the several services they were to perform besides to 
theii- Lords, were in aftei' times changed into pecuniary compo¬ 
sitions, or quit'rents. What the rents and services were within 
the several manors or tenures belonging to the See or Church of 
Rochester, are described, and set forth most exactly and minutety# 
in two very antieut and valuable manuscripts, which are still 
preserved, intituled, ^ The Custumale Roffense, and ^ The 
Regist rum Temporal i uni / 

But you, dear Sir, know as well, or better than I do, these 
things, and can tell when and how manrion-houses on Baron's 
manoi's grew to he palaces, seats, or castles ; and can, I dare 
say, trace (for instance) through your copious treasure of anti¬ 
quarian collections, how that luimble house, at Lambeth, which 
heretofore belonged to the Priory and Bishoprick of Rochester, 
became in time to be clothed with archiepiscopal dignity and 
grandeur in its editiees, apartments, and offices. The pittance 1 
have found and laid up hereof, ivill, I suspect, be of little use 
to you, who have already gone through (nay, drained of each 
curious oi' ^ aliiable article) all the wills and acts of our Metro¬ 
politans, that are extant on record, or in manuscri|jts, or in 
printed books. Few, imieed, to the best of my memory, ai e those 
Notitiae that have occurred to me in that branch of your design, 
wherein, as you inform me, voo have confined yourself entirely 
to the History of that Palace,' in its architecture, with such ad¬ 
ditions and alterations as have at any time been made to the 
fabrick, whereupon I have only to remind you of what is^said in 
the Antjquitales of Archbishop Parker, under the lives of his 
predecessors, and his own; or of what Strype has added to it, 
more particularly in pp. 305, 33^. 

However, give me leave here to intimate to you, as by the 
bye, that when this manor-house, belonging to the Bishoprick 
and Priory of Rochester was made an. Archiepiscopai Palace, 
thei^ was at the same time another Palace erected for our Bishop 
by way of exchange, of whose particular dimensions and envi¬ 
rons I have an exact account (if my memory fail not) some where 
or other among my papers. It took thence the name of Rochester 
Place, or retained it til! it w^as changed for the modern name of 
Carlisle House, as being granted to the Bishops of that See in the 
27th of King Henry VliL after the attainder of Bishop Fisher, 
through a parliamentai'y authority. , i . 

However, the Bishops of Rochester were no losers by this 
alienation, for in lieu thereof they had, and still enjoy the man¬ 
sion-house of the Prior of St. Swithin in inchestcr, situated 
near St. Margarets Hill in Southwark. This was indeed taken 
from them in those days of civil troubles, when J\Ionarchy, Epb- 
copaev, and Cathedrals, all met with the same fate; and under 
this disaster Rochesterdtouse was sold, mth all its other pos¬ 
sessions. 
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sessioiisi br an usurped power, to lay purehasers, who erected 
on it, with its precincts, several tenements, that have (ever since 
the Restoration) been held by leases under the Bishops of that 
See, on a reserved rent, with the usual fines upon any renewal 
of them* 

“ Eut it is, dear Sir, high time to put an end to this long 
rhapsody, that may be quite impertinent to you, in the present 
plan of your proceedings ^ hut if 1 shall find (at my return to 
Vaiaxhall) among my papers, any collections oi' hints, that shall 
seem move to your purpose, they will with pleasure be at your 
command and disposal, as a grateful though slight acknowledg¬ 
ment of those great and sundry obligalions I have to yon, both 
as an Antiquary, and your very faithful friend and obedient 
servant, John Dbnne" 


From Dr- Feancis DKAKEf, 

** Sin, Foric, Ju7ie 30, 1753* 

I received your agreeable letter, and am glad to find by it, 
that there is likely to be an union in our Fraternity J ; but from 
another hand [Dr, Stukeley’s] 1 learn that there still remains 
great wranglings about powem from your new Charter* 

'' I have purchased you both the books you wrote for, from 
the Author himself §, who happens to be a Printer in this City, 
and was niy predecessor also in a History of York 5 but indeed 1 
stole little out of him. You may see a further account of him 
in the Preface to my Book* i doubt you wUl think theni very 
dear when you have read these volumes; for this Author, like old 
Tom Hearne (spare the comparison), when he has done with his 
subject, prints every thing else that comes to band to swell his 
volume* (Hull 5s* Rlpon 4s. 6 fL) I believe the towns of Newcastle 
and Manchester have been both described} and if you have a 
mind to have them, 1 will endeavour to get them for you* 

** When you see Dr, Ward, pray my compliments to him, and 
ask if he did not receive a letter li'om me lately, with an impress 
of the Mai ton stone* 1 shall impatiently wait for his explana- 
nation of the inscription* I hope he will also send me a few 
Prints of Doncaster Cross. 

+ Dp* Duearel m^ide cousid^rabfe use of tins Letter ef Dr* Denne, 
in his “ History of Lambeth Palace,*' See also the “ History of Lambeth 
Parish,'* Appendix* 

f The Historian of York; of whom see the " Literary Anecdotes,'* 
vol* Jl* p* 8T ; and vol* VII* p. US. 

J The Society of Antiquaries. 

§ Thomas Gent; of whom, and of his various publications, see the Lite^ 
rary Anecdotes,” voL J* p. 103} voUlil* p* 7^1. Mr* Gough (Belt* Top*vol* IL 
p* 422) gives the copious title of Gent's History of York,” which he calls 
** an useful Compendium, the work of an industrious Printer, containing 
some things not in larger Histories.” He compiled in 1762, when sinking 
under age and necessity, ‘Mhe most delectable, scriptural, and pious 
History of the famous and magnificent Eastern Window (according to 
beautiful portraitures) in St* Peter's Cathedral, York j and died May 15, 
mB, in hiH 87tb year. 


" I readUy 
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I readily accept of your carrespoiidencej and shall do my 
part to deserve it, consistent with the business of my profession, 

I shall be glad to learn what passes further at the Society j for, 
without a correspondent, it is impossible for a stranger to learn 
what is doing amongst you. 

1 thank you for your good intentions about Normandy ^ I 
shall study to make you a proper acknowledgment for it j and 
am, Sir, your most obliged humble servant, Fr. Drake ” 
Sir, Forfe, Jid^ 16, 1753. 

** I have procured for you two more books of Ripon and Hull, 
but cannot meet with either Newcastle oi- Manchester in all this 
City, 1 shall be obliged therefore to send to those two places for 
them, though, on second thoughts, I much question whether the 
latter place was ever published. I'his will retard the sending up 
the others, unless you please to order otherwise. As to any 
other Local Antiquities in the North, 1 know of none, though, as 
you say, there is a much larger field here than in any other part 
of England, They are, indeed, cursorily described by general 
writers; but that does not answer the end of the more inquisitive 
in our way, in which I find you have a true taste. The Bath 
inscription is very uncommon; I should be glad to know, in 
your next, whether it be genuine or no. There are no Prints of 
York taken off, more than served the books; and of them there 
are none left but about ten copies, nor have 1 any intention to 
trouble myself about another Edition ; a much greater work, 
w^hich I have been long and am still engaged in, having laid 
the scrihmdi cacoethes sufficiently in me. 

“ I have heard nothing from Dr. Ward yet, which I am a 
little surprized at, as he wrote to me about a drawing of our 
late Roman Altar, which was lost, or mislaid, and he wanted 
another. I hope it is found again, for it would be difficult for 
me to get one so well done as the last. 

As to Saxon or Danish Coins, we have none here that collect 
them except myself, and those are only such as have been found 
with us. rhave not many silver Coins, but a good number of 
those called Stiuas^ the humble monies of our Noithiimbrian 
kings, in the Heptarchy, If you have a mind, I will send you 
a Catalogue of them; who am, Sir, 

Your friend and brother, Fr. Dr 4 ke ” 

'"Sir, York, Aug.l% 1753. 

** I have both your last letters, one by the post, and the other 
by Serjeant Eyre You had no need to recommend that gentle¬ 
man to me so strongly, I see so few so well versed in Antiqui¬ 
ties as liimself, that it is a great pleasure to me to attend such, 
and shew them what remains we have left, of different kinds, in 
that way. He has seen almost every thing here, and seemed so 
well pleased, that I will not rob him of the satisfaction of making 
a recital to you from his own mouth. His Brother and he leavo 
this City to-morrow, where they have been much fatigued with 

* William Eyrr, Esq. called to the dignity of Serje^t at Law in 174]. 

business 
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business, in order for their further progress into the more 

Northern parts, 

I have thought proper t o send you two of the Coins supposed 
to be of Henry 1. but your friend and I rather judge them of 
Henry 11. If you find they are of the iatterj you need not return 
them to me ^ but if the former^ you must, because I am under 
promise to restore them, though I make no doubt but to hare 
a dozen of the same given to me, for the use of myself and my 
friends j amongst whom yon shall be particularly remembered. 
I send you up also, by the Serjeant, a couple of the stica monies, 
to add to your Coliection, which 1 beg your acceptance of 

Please to make my compliments to Dr. Ward, and tell him 
the original drawings of our Roman ^\ts.r are at last found. It 
seems 1 left them in one of my agent's hands to be restored to 
the Doctor; but he forg^eUing this, has brought them down with 
lum to me here, I shall return them by the same person, and 
have ordered him to deliver tliem to the Doctor s ow'ii hands. 

I had like to have forgot the main business I Iiad to write to 
you about 5 wditch is to tell you, that the books you wrote to me 
for, all went up by our carrier last Friday, and will be in London 
on Saturday next. The Seijeant has paid me for them, and he 
will bring you my receipt. 1 have not learned yet whether Man¬ 
chester was evci' published j but, if it was, you shall have them, 

I tliank you for your Aiitit|iianan iDtelligence ; if any thing 
else occurs to you in that w’ay, 1 shall be glad if you will 
communicate it to. Sir, your assured friend, Fr, Drake.'* 


The Rev. William Drake ^ to Mr. Nichols. 

Sir, Isleworth^ July 10, 1776. 

Mr. Gough wrote to me the last post, informing me he 
wanted a paper of mine to be inserted in the fifth volume of 
Archseologia* I should be glad to know if you have an imme¬ 
diate occasion for it, so that the press would be stopped without 
it. ! could let you have it sheet by sheet, if that would do j or, 
if you would give me more time to write the whole over and 
correct it, I should like it better. As I am now Vicar of Isle- 
worth, I can come up at any time to look over the sheets, which 
will be necessary, as some of it is in the Gothic language. Ano¬ 
ther paper of mine upon the same subject is ordered to be printed. 

In my first copy I find a note written, I imagine by you, 
as it relates to a Saxon term for a grape. 1 thought it pro|>er 
to acquaint you with this circumstance, that you may form your 
note in whatever manner it is agreeable to you, and may examine 
my copy, and alter any expression that is in any degree offensive 
to you. I am, Sh% your obedient servant, W. Drake." 

* Vicar of Isleworth ; of whom see the ** Literary Anecdotes/* vok II- 
p, 67* He was son of the very learned Historian o\ York, and Father of 
Dr. Drake, the excellent Essayist 


James 
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Jauss Ducakel, Esq. to Dr. Ducarel. 

^''Dbar Brother j Great Maddox Street^ 11^ 1748-9^. 

" Jcame from Tihiey HaO on Sunday evening after having 
spent ten days very agreeably in Hampshire^ where nothing was 
wanting but a little frost. Howeverj we had some few fine 
days to walk and ride out in j and as we were a large company^ 
in a good house, where nothing was wanting, we easily put up 
with those hours that we were confined to the house. 

You will see upon this day's paper the story of a Black King s 
Son being sold by a Captain with whom his Father had trusted 
him to be brought to England for hts education. That Captain, 
was George Haniiltonj. who sold hina for 4QL in order to sink 
the gold-dust and other effects which the Black King had given 
to bear the charges of his education, ihis and other paiticnlars 
I have had from a gentleman lately come from the West Indies, 
who knows the truth of these things. I am, dear Brother, 

Your atfectionate brother and humble servant, J. Ducarel." 

Dear Brother, Shrewsburt^y May 11, 1/5^. 

" I received the fevour of yours, and desire that you would send 
the l^rench cheeses to the Bell Inn in Wood-street, on Monday 
morning, to go by the Shrewsbury waggon. I thank you for your 
account of the Society of Antiquaries, and congratulate you on 
your being elected of the Council of that Corporation. One Mr. 
Whitfield, an eminent Surgeon, and a good Scholar, who is a 
man of veiy good fortune in this towm, has told me that he liad 
given a friend of his a rough draft that he himself took of 
Medglet/s Fold above two years ago. As he came home one uight, 
he fell in amon^t the stones by chance, and, thinking il a Druid 
Temple, returned there the next day to view it, when he was con¬ 
firmed in his opinion ; and took the above draft, which he gave 
to a friend, to do out neatly. He has promised me a copy ot it, 
if his fiiend, who is a Lawyer, has not thrown it away. I told 
you in a former letter that Kynaston and I are to rake a ride to 
see it when he has a little leisure, as we must lie out when we go. 

I must tell you that the country people have many legends, 
fables, and traditions concerning Medgiey's Fold, where they a 
say a great personage, I believe a Giant, use to milk his cows 

in that inclosure, &c. -n 

» 1 remain, dear Brother, yours sincerely, James Dccarel. 

“ Dear Brother, , , 

» I came home last night at S o’clock from my expedition to 

Gloucester, where we have had a very “"‘I™ f 

the little accidents that frequently spoil parties, my re m ,1 
found your obliging letter of the 4th of this month, in ansiver 

to which 1 shall begin by wishing you a “ 

great deal of pleasure. Hereto annexed you will hnd a letter to 
Mr. Tothall *■, of Dover. 1 desire as a favour that you would use 

* Mr Wiliiam Tothall was for some years a woollen-draper iii Tavistocfc- 
itrect, and a frequenter of the Bedford Coftee-house, where he heranie 
acquainted with Hogarth, whom in 1T32 he accompanied m the Tour 
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hi 3 vessels^ and tell him yoa do it at my recommendation. He 
13 useful to me as a Correspondent at that placcj will use you 
well, and get any little thing ashore for you that you like to 
bring over, you telling him of it, I have lately made him a 
present of a fine flitch of bacon j he may recommend you to 
Mr, Le Veux at Calais, who is a friend of my uncle Be YiMette, 
who recommended me to hhiif is Receveur de I'Amiraut^j and 
who will hereafter serve to get any thing conveyed to England 
to Mr, Tothall that you might want. He is likewise concerned 
with Tothall in these vessels, which are set up in apposition to 
Mi net, who has a great estate by it, and is grow'u saucy. When 
you come to Dover, you will be besieged with a do^en masters of 
ships. Before you engage, send for JVlr, Tothalh who lives just 
by the Quay, or go to see his fine coUection of Shells, which I 
think is w^orth your inspection. However, speak to him, to get 
an acquaintance. Tell him and Le Veux you are Mr. James 
DucareFs Brother, ^vhich is enough. 

When in France, ask this question, to Ridel, Milsonneau, or 
George Guiguer:—A gentleman bred and born in England, and 
of an old family and gj^eat fortune in Woreestcrshire, goes a few 
years ago to live at St, Otner s, from bigotry to the Roman 
Catbolick Religion and to the Jesuits, and carries over with him 
his fine service of English silver plate; after a few years dies, and 
leaves 10 , 000 ^, sterling to a friend of mine, and 5000^, sterling 
to his daughtei", besides his fine service of plate to her, who is 
a child. He has also left a great deal to the Jesuits there. 
Query—how this plate can be brought to England, it being con* 
fiscation to bring it out of St. Omeris to any other Town, and 
more particularly to a Sea-port. My friend, whom I saw at 
Worcester, who is a Lawyer, and was sent for from Worcester 
by this gentleman to make his will at St, Omeris, desires to know 
what steps must be taken to get this plate over. 

1 have had a letter from my nephew James Ducarel, who 
seems to have mistaken me for you, as he mentions that Mr. 
Joucourt sends his compliments, and will write as soon as be 
has any certain account of the book 1 bespoke ^ which 1 know 
nothing df, and suppose it must be you he means. His letter 
besides is an account of what they do !ii that school, and a 
panegyn'ick on the Hague and Rotterdam, 

by Land and Water/' so admirably depi^^ted in the graphic designs of that 
inimitable Humourist. Having acquired a decent cnmpeteiice, Mr, T<ithall 
retired to Dover; but bring of ah active dispo&ii ion, be there set up a 
fly boat, for purposes at that period well known, and traded to Ostend and 
Flushing | but in one of these trips his vessel was unfortunately lost. IIis 
residence at Dover was on the Rope Walk, where Hogarth sometimes 
visited hsm* Being much afflicted with asthma, be bought a very small 
cottage at West Langdon, three miles from Dover, to which he used to 
go on horseback. Digging in the garden of this cottage, he found what 
to him was a great treasure, some valuable Fossils. He died Jan.d, 
aged 70; and was buried in St. Mary's Church at Dover, His Collection 
of Shells and Fossils was sold in by Langford. See the Anecdotes 
of Hogarth, 4to, vol, L p, 5^2. 


MR. JAMES DUCAREL TO DE. DUCAREL. 62$ 

I suppose I shall hear from you again before you go^ if not, 
write to me from Paris. At Calais buy a * Livre de Foste,' the 
first thing you do. It not only tells you erery post, and the 
names and distances of places, but also how much you are to 
pay at every stage. You will go, as 1 suppose, to the Lion 
d'Argent at Calais, which I think the best house in France. 
Mind you have a map to the ^ Livre de Poste/ and buy it bound, 
for )^on cannot travel without one, even though you went to 
Paris without. Do not buy it of your Landlord, if you stay iu 
the town any time, for he wdli get fid. profit by it j but, if you 
are in haste, it is not worth w^hile to give yourself trouble about 
it, and the Landlords keep tliem in the house. 

We shall go to Medgkt^'s Fold shortly. Whhfield says, your 
uptight is pretty true. What you call the Porial, he calls a 
Tribunal, says there was a stone across your two portals, like 
those of Stonehenge, and that the stone at 80 yards distance was 
the altar. Some of the little stones on the East are almost 
overgrow'n wath moss and gniss. 

In this progress down the Severn, I have seen some fine 
ruins of Abbeys and Castles, which 1 have not time to relate, 
particularly some very considerable ones of Bddemas in 

Shropshire, I am, dear Brother, 

Yours sincerely, James Ducarel " 

Dear Brother, Tuesday, Jul^ ^5. 

The manner of using the colours is as follows : get a little 
gum arabick, and melt it io water, after which mix up any of 
your colours in the gum water, such as the Carmin and Cendre 
blue; but the Gomme Gutte wants no gum arabick, being itself 
a gum. The Gomme Gutte and the Cendre blue mixed together 
make green. This is all my directions. 

On Friday next, at 12 o’dock, I am to meet Mr. Peter Bmshell 
at your chambers, to prove poor Captain Pigou’s will: Pray give 
the enclosed toCrommelin Pigou; if you see him, tell him 1 send 
it to him, bv Brushelfs direction, to be properly put to the gene^ 
ral post, for the American packet, anfl that Brushell says Pigou 
will take care of it, being the letter to the Major, concerning his 
Brother s affairs. If you do not see Pigou, let it lie till Friday 
on your table, and I will then give it to Brushell hiraielf, and 
it will not be forgotten, 

^^That morning Mr, Johnson, of Rotterdam, and myself will 
call to pay you a visitp He came by the last packet to England. 

I had a letter yesterday from Jemmy Ducarel, dated June 
2L He was well, and likes Gibraltar and the Army. He 
been a fortnight at sea in the Monarch man of war, cniising in 
the Gut of GLbialtar, to prevent the French getting out. He 
had a party of Land-forces under his command, and liked 
cruising very well. A genileman tells me he is now a feet 0 or 
7 inches high. 1 remain, dear Brother, 

Yours sincerely, James Docauel.'* 


Mr. 
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Mr. Gerard Ducarbl to Or. Ducahel. 

Dear Un^cle, Bath^ Oct, 4j 17S8. 

I have not had an opportunity yet of seeing any fire on ship 
board 5 but as I was on shore during the siege of Louisbourgj 
and seen it there, I write to you according to your desire. I 
hope, dear Sir, you will excuse my having deferred it so long. 
I was in the Camp with my Uncle Hamilton; he was very kind 
to me, and so was Brigadier Wolfe, whose gallant behaviour you 
have heard of, and nobody can say too much in his praise, and 
that of the whole Army. The soldiers worked like horses, in 
making the roads, and drawing up the cannon ; and the sailors 
went and lent .a hand to build the batteries, and did what they 
could. 1 hope our arms will continue to succeed as well as they 
have done at Louisbourg. 

“ I have been in Plymouth Sound this foi'tnight, and was so 
lucky as to meet with C^pt. Willett, who came in tliere"^ 1 have 
left the Burfoid to go on board the Chichester along with hinr, 
she is gone into dock, and 1 took that opportunity to come to 
Bath, and stay liere till I receive orders from roy Captain- 1 hope 
I shall have better luck than in the Btirford, and take some prizes. 

Your dutiful and affectionate Nephew, 

Geeasd Docarel/’ 


From Mr. Gustavos Docaeel. 

Warspightf Gibraltar Bay^ 176^2. 

1 take the opportunity of the Danae's return with a convoy 
to England, to acquaint ray dear Uncle of our safe arrival in 
Gibraltar the ‘20th instant. We found all the ships here which 
sailed from SpiUiead before us with sealed orders j and, now 
assembled, we form a fleet of sixteen sail of the line, formidable 
enough, I hope, to make the Spaniard repent stopping our ships, 
and publishing his insolent Manifesto, 

The country we are in is very poor, consisting of high and 
barren mountain?. Gibraftar Rock is itself a great natuial 
curiosity: it is thought a mile in direct height; and, notwith¬ 
standing, is perpendieuiai' and projecting on the North and East 
sides, fearful to most beholders. From the summit, which I 
climbed the other day, you have a most noble and extensive 
prospect of the Straits and both seas, Africa, Mount Atlas, and 
Apes Hill, so called from the Inhabitants, on one hand j Spain, 
with the adjacent towns, on the other. 

We make almost sure here of a Spanish war, and in conse¬ 
quence are putting every thing in order for a siege. The com¬ 
munication is entii^ly shut up for these three weeks past. The 
Favourite frigate going out, got witliin reach of a Spanish fort, 
%vhich opportunity they took to fire five shot immediately at her. 

And now I must beg you will accept my assurances that I 
am, deal* Sir, your dutiful and affectionate Nephew, G. Ducarel.” 


From 
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From Mr, Gerard Ducarel^, 

. By this time my dear Uncle must have almost given us up, 
for in the room of three or four^ we have now been absent more 
than five months. As 1 shall have many more things to say, I 
will content myself with giving him an account where we have 
been, and the length of our stay at each place. 

On the 13th of April we took on board the Algerine Embas¬ 
sador; in eight days arrived at Algiei’s; our stay was four weeks j 
in a fortnight's passage got to Tunis j remained there five weeks ; 
before our departure were informed the French Fleet had been 
seen on the coast, but luckily found no tiling of them in our 
route of five days to Tripoli; continued there four weeks ; and 
in a voyage of eight days re-aiichored in the Bay of Tunis, At 
our arrival every body vvas astonished to see us, particularly the 
Fi’cnehj who could hardly believe their eyes; for Admiral Bom- 
part had been there with ten sail of the line five days after our 
departui'c; had given out his resolution that we should not 
escape him ; in consequence dispatched two ships to Tn})oli, 
who arrived just after our departure; two to Algiers, to intei’cept 
us there, whilst himself blocked iij> the usual passages. Our 
escape was owing to making use of one wdiich was not common 
for large ships. The French officers were in high spirits before 
their departure; talked of nothing but catching the English 
Embassador, witlx his fine presents; and all the medals we had 
collected were shared In their ideas. After a week's stay, we at¬ 
tempted to sail again from Tunis, but were chased in by two large 
men of war, and were informed by neutral vessels that no less 
than five vvere cruising for us off. After a month’s stay, on 
Sept, the 3d, came in Mr. Bompart, with six sail of the line, 
and frigates, ancivoring withotit the neutrality of tlie port. On 
the 6th, a Biiiall vessel arriving, he sailed again. None of their 
boats came ashore; only the French Consul w'ent off to them. 
On their going, reports were given out that they resolved, if they 
cruised a year, we should not escape them ; but all this proved 
mere gasconade, for they went immediately for Toulon, On the 
13th, neutral ships arriving, and nothing being seen on the 
Coast, we sailed, and in a fortnight's passage got to Algid's, Here 
we learned that two ships had waited for us a lung time. Our 
stay at Algiers was one week; and on the 19tli we joined Admiral 
Saunders with Iiis fleet off Gibraltar. 

As our stay was so long at Tunis, my dear Uncle will percel^ e 
I had e:ood opportunities of visiting the ruins of Carthage, Almost 
everyday iny curiosity led me thither. But oh ! Iujw changed ! 
from tiiat City which inclosed fifteen miles of grounrl, and poured 
forth armies of 30,000 men at its gates, is now the merest heap 
of rubbish. Its port is now so covered with sand, blowm in by 
tlie North winds, that if the Moors did not call it the Port, one 

This Letter H indorsed* Received Dec, *0, 1762, from my Nephew 
Gerard Durarel* atat, IT, Midshipman of his fVJajeMy's ship the WiiidsDr^ 
Capiaiii Cleveland," A. C. Ducarel, 

VoL. IV, y s 


would 
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would hardly find the spot j but of that which they made after 
Scipio's mole had blocked the old one^ are very distinct traces. It 
has been nothing less tlmn a compiete harbour, dug with im¬ 
mense labour; length about a quarter of a mile, breadth about 
sixty fathoms, till you come to the upper part, where it opens 
into a round basonjwitli an island in the middle. At its commu- 
nicaiion with the sea, are the remains of a mole, run out to pre¬ 
vent the North-east winds throwing in the sand; but for want of 
its being repaired, the mouth is now entirely blocked up with sand- 
The cisterns, or reservoirs, are the only things which have escaped 
the devouring hand of time. By the number one would conclude 
every house had one, besides the small ones, which are scattered 
every where. There are two sets of larger ; the first of these 
serves as habitations to the Arabs or Moors, who live in them, as 
the Cyclops of old, cattle and all the household. The cisterns are 
in number 20 ; they are 100 feet long ; but as they are filled up 
very high by the Arabs, breadth is not to be determined. Here 
begins the aqueduct, which may he traced all over the Plain of 
Tunis to fifty miles distance. In one place some of the arches 
are iniire, about five miles from Tunis, 50 or CO feet high, and 
columns 14 or 15 feet square, by which one may judge the labour 
and pains it cost. The other set are a row of 17 fiue arched 
cisterns, almost entire, 60 foot by 17, in depth about 12 feet. 
The pij>ea which brought tlie water to them are still to be seen, 
made of brown earthenW'are; the plaster they laid over theiii 
is hard and firm like iron. They lay in a little hollow, very con¬ 
venient for water to drain down. The Dyrsa or Citadel Hill 
looks still, from the Country, like a fortification, steep and diffi¬ 
cult of access ; on it there is a little eminence, which looks aiti- 
ficial, with the remains of winding steps, but rather too low for 
the Temple of Esculapius. Mere they have dug out a number of 
pillars which support the gable end of houses, angles of walls in 
Tunis. Towards the sea-side are distinct traces of a triple wall 
advancing ten or twelve yards into the water. The innennost 
of these has been arched; the piers of them still remain, ten feet 
by eight- A nuinber of common sewers are likewise to be seen 
almoW entire, both on the beach and in the sea. The stone 
moiilfiers, and gives way, wliUst the mortar is like rock or ii’on ; 
by the coarseness it appears to have been mixed with sand, and is 
laid on in great quantities. 

l^hase are all the remains 1 could perceive of ancient Car¬ 
thago. At Tripoli thete is one pier of a triumphant arch, witlt 
the remains of a fine group of figures. As well as at Tunis, the- 
gable ends of houses, and angles of the walls, are supported by 
fine pillars of marble, granite, and even porphyry. These have 
been brought from the ruins of Lystra, 20 miles to the Eastward 
of Tripoli: they are said to be very magnificent. 

1 inclose, my dear Uncle, a List of the Medals which I have 
been able to procure him at Tunis and Tripoli. Amongst thcni 
is a small one of Alexander Africae Tyrannus, considered as sin- 
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gular by aJl writers 1 have been able to see. By the quantity of 
^bbigh he will see what dirt one is obliged to wade through 
with these Moors, who if you pick or ehuse, would sell none ^ 
so the way is to take all, good and bad, for the sake of one which 
may be worth all the rest. They are to come by the purser of 
the Windsoi', who promises to deliver them with his own hands 5 
as he is always very civil to me, 1 have no reason to doubt it. 
Believe me, dear Sir, 

" Your most dutiful and aflectionate nephew, G. Docarel.*' 


From Miss M. Docarel. 

My dear Uncle, Oakisy Por&, Oct. 23, 1/7^, 

" You do not speak of your letters as they deserve, or as I 
esteem them. Did they not come free, 1 should ever consider the 
expence as w'ell bestowed that gave me the pleasure of hearing^ 
from you, if it was but two lines; and I always consider myself 
as much obliged to you for your goodness in favouring me with 
such frequent and kind letters. No more from Bengal I suppose 
this year; but the writing time draws near, and as I am to write 
to my Brother by Mr, Francis and Mr. Chambers, besides the 
long letter by the first ship, I must soon begin my dispatches. 

“ I find you have made a new publication*'. What a source of 
entertainment, dear Sir, you have within yourself to be able, to 
bring to light things that seemed lost and buried in darkties.s 
and oblivion. What I have seen of your publication explains to 
me two lines in an old Poem published nearly an bundled yeais 
ago, that 1 never understood before: 

‘ Thus John Tradeskin starves our greedy eyes. 

By boxing op his new found rarities'I'. 

" I can hardly give you an account yet what is to be our 
winter destination, or when I shall have the pleasure of seeing 
you in town, but 1 do not suppose it will be long before we leave 
the country, though the weather is still very fine, and Lord Clive 
takes the diversion of hunting every day. He talks of siiending 
the winter at Naples, but with a male party only. Lady Clive not 
having health or spirits for so great an undertaking, I am.dear Sir, 
« Your obliged and affectionate Niece, M. Ducarel." 


From the same, 

" My dear Uncle, BerkeUy Square, March 1% 1774. 

" 1 have copied the following account in haste, having very 
little time allowed me, therefore 1 hope you will excuse all the 
imperfections you may find. The thing is certainly cunous, and 
win amuse yon and my Aunt. I am, my dear Unde^ 

(f Your and affectionate M.* Ducarel, 


♦ Tbis reffirs to Dr. Dacartl's Account of the early Cultivation of 

Butaiw in England ; and more particularly of John Tradescant, a great 
promoter of that acienca, and of bis Monument and Garden at Lambeth. 
+ By the facetious Dr. William King of the Commons. 

' ^ 3 s 2 Mr- 
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Mr. Kexsall’s Account of Pompeii, 

After being diiappointed several times in our intended ex¬ 
cursion to Pompeii, we have at length been (yesterday), and had 
a most favourable day. This City suRered the same fate, and in 
the same dreadful eruption of 79 as Herculaneum j but tins City 
was buried in ashes and pumice, whereas Herculaneum was in¬ 
undated by lava. The latter is at this lime a solid rock, and 
covers the City perhaps 100 feet. Pompeii is only ten or twelve 
feet under the present surface, and the soil loose and easy tu 
work I yet very little of this ancient City is brought to light; 
there are no more than 20 or 30 people employed. The most 
remarkable things you see are, a Gate of the City; a street with 
different shops, distinguished by their signs , Temples, Parades j 
one house in particular, which must have been inhabited by a 
] 5 erson of distinction. Think of seeing the house of an old 
Roman, in perfect preservation, upwards of 1700 years old! 
The plaister and paintings on the walls are most curious. 

There is something inexpressibly melancholy in reflecting 
on the fefe of these places. Adjoining to this house there were 
Targe vaults, where we saw a number of AmphortEj jars in which 
they kept their wine, It should seem that at the lime of the 
dreadful shower of ashes which overwhelmed the City, the family 
took refuge in the cellars, and there perislied from suffocation, 
for here were found 24 skeletons, winch remain to this time. In 
another house we were conducted into the cook-room, where 
there are several vessels and the skeleton of a woman in the very 
posture in which she died, 1 n the prisons were found skeletons 
with fetters on their leg bones* In short, it was pleasing, and 
at the same time melancholy, to view this monument of anti¬ 
quity, and to reflect on the devastation of a volcano !’* 

To the Rev. Dr. Zachakv Grey* 

Rev. Sir, Jnuf^r Temple^ Jtig. 11, 1742. 

Dr. Warren * is now with me, and having acquainted me 
with your design of publishing Hudibras, 1 comniunicaied a 
letter to him which 1 leceived this morning from an ingenious 
yibysician in Hertfordshire, whose name is Dr. Evctts, with 
whom 1 am veiy^ intimate, who has lately brouglit out of War¬ 
wickshire a Hudibras, with many MS notes by his grandfather, 
who was an eminent schoolmaster, and, I think, a clergyman. 
Some of them, he says, are printed, and some are not. If your 
curiosity should induce you to desire to see it, I will endeavour 
to borrow the book of my said friend, whom I shall see next 
week, and shall be much obliged tu you for a line by the I'eturn 
of post, because I go into Hertfordshire on Saturday morning. 

I remain. Sir, your most humble (though unknown) servant, 

“ And, Doc.^rel* 

* Stje Lefure, in this p. ^83. 


Dear 
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Dear SOj Wednesday. 

My Mmd Mr, Ducarel is so kind to write to you, as you 
see, I desire yon will please to direct to him at the Inner 
Templej in case yon shall answer his letter by to-morrow*s post 
othej-wise to direct to him afterwards at Wellw^yn in Hertford¬ 
shire, In your answer to him pray let him know how he must 
direct to yo^n afterwards, for 1 think you are going shortly into 
Bedfordshire, I am, dear Sir, Wm, Warren/’ 


To the Rev, John Nixon 

"Dear Sib, Doctors Commons, July 7j 1753. 

i answer with great pleasure your very kind letter of the 
4th, and am very sorry i have no frank to inclose it in. Your 
inclosed letters T sent away directly to the penny post, 

I am very giatl to hear that your friend SirThomaa Cave is 
about the History of Leicestershire, and he may, upon your ac¬ 
count, depend on all the assistance in my power, T have looked 
over my Collection, and have, to my gi'eat concern, nothing hy 
me relating to that County, 

On the receipt of yours I immediately wi^ote to Dr, Ravvlin- 
son, who has since called upon me, and informs me, ' that he 
bought all Blackborne's Papers, and assures me that there is 
nothing In them relating to the History of Leicestershire. He 
advises your friend to consult Valor Berte/ciorum, a MS, in the 
Bodleian Libraiy^ and also Bishop Tanner's Papers in the Bod¬ 
leian likewise; %vhere he says there are many things relating to 
the County of Leicester/ Vide also many monumental Inscrip¬ 
tions in Le Neve* 

" Tlie Sate learned and Rev, Mr. Francis Peck, Rector of 
Godehy, near Melton, in I^icesterslure, a Member of onr Society 
whom'l well knew, hath in his ‘ Memoirs of the Life of Oliver 
Cromwell/ 4to, 1740, which I bought of him at that time, pub¬ 
lished Queries for the History and Antiquities of Leicestershire, 
which Tfind he re-printed in that book from a single sheet in 
ftdio, in 1729, at the desire of several frienfis. At the end of 
these he mentions a MS, of Mr, Burton's hand-writing, sent to 
him by an unknown gentleman, and afterwards his having since 
.that time purchased "another of Mr. Burton's, This Mr, Peck 
"hatJi left behind him a son who is a clergyman ; and 1 think it 
would not be improper for your friend to endeavour to purchase 
his Father's papersf, as I hear be has no taste for Antiquities, 
"There was very lately in Osbornes Catalogue (price five 
guineas to the best of my remembrance) Burton's Leicestershire, 
with many MS notes and additions by the late Rev. Mr. Carte, 
Rector of St, Martin's in Leicester, This book may by your 
friend be enquired after, and may prove of service to him, 

* See the ** Literary Anecdotes,’* vol. VII, p. 593, 
t All these papers were afterwards purchased by Sir Tboitias Cave ; 
and were subsequently given by hie Brother and Grandson, the two lai^t 
Baronets, to Mr, Nichols, by whom they were incorporated into his His- 
toiy of the County of Leicester, 
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As to Leicesteishire, I a]>pi'ehend it will be absolutely 
necessary to search, anrl to carefully examine the Bishop of Lin¬ 
coln's Hegisters, which contain the institutions. Collations, and 
piany particuki^ relating to the Ecclesiastical History of tiiat 
Cotmty, No great matter is to be expected from the Library at 
the. Heralds’ College with regard to that County, as I am in- 
farmed ; it being already inserted in Burton, 

'H.can at present recollect nothing more relating to that County, 
Pray present my compliments to Sir Thomas, and I will assist him 
in so laudable a work as far as I am able, and wish him good suc¬ 
cess, Such a work w'ill be an hoiionr to him and to that County, 
“ I will conclude by acquainting you, that a gentleman set 
out by sea from London for Caen last Thursday^ to whom I gave 
a letter, and who has promised to send me from thence dravviogs 
of the Church of the Abbey of St, Stephen, and of the Monument 
of Matilda in the Abbey of the Trinity, As soon as 1 receive 
them, they shall be engraven ; I only waif for them to put my 
notes to the press, J shall never forget your kind assistance to 
me in that Work j but have greatly improved ami enlarged the 
observations since I had the pleasure of seeing you, 

" Wishing you health, and assuring yon that I shall at all 
times be very glad to hear from you, 1 remain, &c. A, Dcjcarel, 
P. S. We are pretty easy and pretty well settled at our 
vSociety, Our new house is agreeable to every body, and next 
Thiirsflay a line print of the Cross at Doncaster will be delivered 
to our Members.'" 


To Charles Frederick*, Esq, 

Doctors Commonsf June 16, 1755 , 

^ 1 have for some time past been collecting materials for an 

History and Account of the Anglo-Gallic, Noiman, and Aqui¬ 
taine Coins, struck by the former Kings of this Realm, which 
account is almost finished 5 but having two days ago received a 
book from abroad lately published by TAbbd Vennti, Where your 
name, and coins in your possession, are frequently mentioned, I 
take the liberty of troubling you with this, to desire you would 
give me leave to wait upon you any afternoon that suits you, to 
talk on this subject f; or, if you like it better, shall be veiy glad 
lo have the pleasure of seeing you at my house at Doctors’Com¬ 
mons, at any time that may be agreeable to you, being always 
at home. I have the honour to remain. Sir, &c. A- Ducahel.” 

Intended to be sent to Mr, Feedehick, but was not sent 
because I altered niy mind. 

^ Jifgmt 

I took the liberty of ti'oubling you with a letter by the 
peony post on the 16th of June last, a copy of which is here 

* Afterwards Sir Charles Frederick j of whom see the “ Literary Anec- 
dt>tes,*'vol. VU, pp, I40p 568. 

t Of the assistance given to Dr, Ducaral liy Sir Charles Fredenck, see 
the Literary Anecdotes," rt>l, Vlf. p 3B3. 


enclosed. 
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enclosed, and as I have not been favoured with any answer, 1 am 

to presyme it never fame to your bands. 

“ Give me leave^ Sir, to add to my former letterj that M, 
Veauti, in bis Dissertation on Anglo-Gascon Coins struck at 
Bourcieaux, has not only doscribedj but likewise engraven ana 
published several of those Coins that were in your possession so 
long ago as the year 1740. As the Coins in his book are by his 
means become public, 1 have a right, and it can be no injury 
to you, to let the world know what a great number of Anglo- 
Gallic Coins are still to be found, J shall therefore from that 
book engrave the few 1 want to complete my account of them, 
and by that means shall somewhat increase the number of Coins 
already engraven by me, which at present exceed one hundred. 

If you are desirous. Sir, of seeing my plates, or M. Venuti's 
Dissertation, 1 will with great pleasure give you a sight of them 
whenever you please to do me the honour of a visit at Doctor's 
Commons i and as my Work consists of a Series of Letters to 
The most eminent Antiquaries of this Kingdom, if you desire it. 
Sir, one of tliem shall be addressed to you. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself, &e* * Ducarel. 

I have sent a special messenger with this to youi- house in 
Berkeley Squai^e."’ 

To the Rev. John Hutchins*, War^ham, Dorsetshire. 

Sir, Doctors Commons^ Sept. 19, 1761- 

I am much obliged to you for yours of the 7th instant, and for 
the Endowments of the Vicarages it contains, and thank you for 
them. Be not afraid in the least of the person who threatens to 
prosecute you for mentioning your suspicions of his being a 
meihodist, especially if he has acted much like a methodisL If 
he attempts it, inform me how the case stands, and i will tell 
you how to act. 

The inclosed is the first proof of the first of Ancient Win¬ 
dows, from the drawings of Mr. Aubrey's bookf which you^ 
brought to towm. It is done at my expence. The 2d and 3d 
are now doing at the expence of Thomas Tyndal and Mark 
Cephas Tutet, Esquires, both Fellows of the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries, who have laid down the money for their engraving, 
which are nearly finished; and therefore if that MS is not 
printed, they, as well as myself, will be very ill used. You must 
therefore apply immediately to the owner about it. ^ If you are 
in want of interest, I will, upon hearing from you, immediately 
apply to Sir Peter Thompson, who is my old friend, to bring 
this matter about; for it must be printed as things stand now, 
or else you have brought me and my fiiends into a very fine 
sempe, who never once dreamed ^ that you had made the axtract 

^ The worthy HistoriaTi of Dorsetshire ; of whom see the Literary 
Anecdotes,’^ voLVL p- 406. 

t “A Series of antient Windows," engraved hy Francis Ferry, from 
the rnde sketches of Aubrey. Of this very euriosjs pnbliciuiori see the 
“ Literary Anecdotes," voL VL p. 385* 

for 
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for your own private use, without the knoivledge of the proprietor 
of the MS.* Besides^ the printing will do honour to the MS, 
its author^ and its owner; and it is expected to be done in 
town, where it is well known why, wherefore, and by whom the 
Plates of the Windows are engraving', and also for what purpose. 

** What you mention in another part of your letter, ' that you 
must have tinie to digest what you cohected at Oxfhrd and 
London, is certainly true, as to your History of Dorsetshire, 
but does no way relate to Aubrey's MS.; for this, which is 
hnished, needs nothing more than to be immediately transcitbed 
for the press (fluring which time your preparations for the His¬ 
tory of Dorsetshire ought to lay dormant), and ought to be got 
ready as soon as possible, and should contain no other addition 
to it but a short Plan (by way of Preface) of your intended 
History of that County. 

“ These, Sir, are the thoughts of your Mends in London, to 
whom I have shewn your letter. 

You are^ Sir, to keep the inclosed proof plate to shew to 
your friends ; at the bottom will be my name and arms ; and so 
of the other plates, of which proofe will be sent you when done. 
You wall please not to neglect this afifair of the MS. and send me 
u letter on this business as soon as you conveniently can, 

I could likewise wish to know the date of the Ordination of 
Bradsole, w'hich you say is in the hands of the Vicar. If you 
cannot get the date, at least tell me in your next from what 
Bishop’s Register it is taken. 

In a post or two I will send you niy List of the Chancclloi^ 
of Bristol, which is not quite copied out, and would have 
crowded this frank. I hope to hear from you soon ; and remain^ 
Sir, your most humble servant, A.C, Due a. k el.’* 


To Dr, Matthew Maty, at the British Museum. 

SiK, Doctors ComymnSf March ^4, 

** Tile contents of this packet are—First, ^ The Life of Pro¬ 
fessor Ward,* in the late Dr. Birch's hand-writing; 2dly, an Ad¬ 
denda thereto, from the Register Book of the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries; 3dly, T\vo Letters to me from Mr. LovedayL about the 
said Professor, winch two Letters I desire may be returned when 
you have done with them. 

" His Grace the Archbishopt is entirely of Mr. Loveday’s opi¬ 
nion and mine as to the Epitaph in Bunhill Fields, mz. that it 
should be dropped, &c. as m Mr. J.x)veday*s last letter, to which 
1 refer you. VVilh regird to the Addenda^ that will easily be in¬ 
serted in your copy, under the proper years. The title of this 
Work, if you approve of !fe, should properly be, An Account of 
John IVard, Lh. D. Professor bf Rhetoric in Gresham College, 
F. R. S. and F. 8. A. by Thomas Birch, 0. D.* {to which may be 
added his other titles of F. R, S. &c. &c. &c.) But this I entirely 
submit to your consideration, 

^ See these Letters in the Third Volume of these Illustrations, pp 647 
f Dr. Thomas Seeker, 


" The 



DR, DUCAREL TO DR. MATY. 

The Archbishop being very desirous of seeing this Work 
printed, I request you would be so good as to examine these 
Papers immediately, and give me your opinion, and favour 
me with your thoughts on this subject as soon as you can 9 
assuring you. Sir, that you may at all times command any 
assistance in the power of 

Your humble servant. And. Dug ah el/* 

To M- GRENTE DE Gkecourt, h Rouen, 

Monsieur, XJoctors Coinifnonsj d Londre^, le 19 1767- 

J’ai re^u la semaine pass 6 e Thonneur de votre lettre du 
de May. Le Conseil priv^ de ce Royaume juge absolument 
en dernier ressort et sans appel, toutes les causes qui y vienneot, 
soit des cours d'Amirault^, ou des Colonies. Le Modus procedmdt 
des premieres m’est bicn connu^ celui des secondes n'est point de 
mon ressort. Mab pour vous tranquilliser vous pouvex. Monsieur, 
gtre assur 6 que Ja justice est administr^e dans toutes Ics cours 
de ce Royaume avec Ja plus grande exactitude, et impartiality, 
soit an natifs, ou aux 6 trangei^. sollicitation des juges est 
si absolument incoonue icl, que I'idye seule de son existence 
(quand on en paide) fait trembler les auditeurs. 

'' Voila dont. Monsieur, une reponse ^ toutes les questions 
de votre Lettre du 2 d de May. 

" M. Duane de Lincoln s Inn m'est connu depuis un grand 
nombre d'ann^es, C'est mon intinie ami, et Ja seule personne 
que je vous aurais recommandy, si vous ne I aviez pas vous-ni^me 
nommy dans votre Lettre 9 il est habile, diligent, et du premier 
ordre cotTiine Jimsconsulte j estina 6 de tout le monde j riche et 
en m^me terns honn^te homme 9 il parle et ycrit fort bien la 
langue Fran^oise, qu’il a appris dans sa jeunesse h, Rouen, ou il 
a demeur 6 plusieurs ann^es* 

Si vous m'aviez 6 crit il y a trois semaines, vous aviez vous- 
m 6 me pu voir M. Duane ^ Rouen. Des afifaires particuli^res 
Tayant aiipell^e h Paris (oil il a rest4 seulement dix jours) il 
ji'en est revenu que Jeudi pass^ 9 et Samedi je liii ai remis votre 
lettre du 2 d de May. 

Il est convenu entre nous qu'il entre en votre proces, que 
je vous en informerais par cet ordinaire, et que vous lui ycrirez 
tout droit par la poste d abord que vous aurez re^u cette lettre. 

Voila done, Monsieur, ina reponse. Je suis blen charme de 
voiis pouvoir rendre service. Vous Stes ami de mon Irerei cela 
suffit; evitez VOS complimens. Vos me feront toujouis 

pkisir. J'ai rhonneur d'etre, &c. And. Ducarel. 

To Richard Gouoh, Esq. 

Doctors Commons, June 1769- 

Dr. Ducarel presents his compliments to Mr. Gough. He 
returned from Canterbury last night. During his stay there he 
was frequently with Mr. Hasted, who returns herewith the MSS. 
which Mr. Gough so kindly lent him, with a great many thanks, 

as 
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as wiJl appear hy Mr, Has ted’s letter in the parcel which is sent 
with this note j and the Doctor is much obliged to Mr, Gough 
for his civility to his friend Mr. Hasted on this occasion,” 

To Lord George CAVEJfDisa, 

My Lord, SepL 11, 1770. 

Soon after 1 was honoured with your frank, 1 wrote to 
Dr. Burton of York to enquire if he knew of any MB, Col lectio as 
in the North relative to Furness Abbey, but have not yet re¬ 
ceived any answer to iny letter. I also wrote to another learned 
friend on that subject, who wishes success to the woik, and sub¬ 
mits to your candour a note relative to the Cistertian Monasteries. 

The true arms of this Abbey are certainly those engraven by 
your Lordsbiji from the Seal in the Augmentation-office, Bishop 
Tanner had never seen them. This I mention, because I have 
great doubts about Nos. LXXVHL and LXXIX, among the 
arms prefixed by that learned Prelate to the * Notitia Monastica/ 
I have the honour to remain, &c. And* Ducarbl,” 


To John Palaiket, Esq, 

** Sir, Doctors CoinjnonSx j^pril ^^0, 177^- 

1 herewith return you, with a great many thanks, M. Schla- 
gacj-’s learned letter, and shall be greatly obliged to you if you 
will be pleased to convey the inclosed to him, under your cover, 
adding thereto his proper titles, with which 1 am entirely unac¬ 
quainted, I have the honour to be, with great esteem. Sir, 

“ Your faithful humble servant, A, C. Ducarel.’^ 

To M, ScHLAOAEE, Libi'arian and Keeper of the Medals to 
the Duke of Saxe Gotha. 

A Doctors Commonsj 

** Monsieur, ^ Londres fc d ^ Aoril , 177'3* 

Mons, Palairet ayant eu la bonl4 de me communiquer la 
Lettre du 14«ae de Mars 1772, que vous lui avez ^crit, je suis fort 
sensible de Thonneur que vous m’avez fait. Vous avez eu la 
bont4 de vous ressouvenir de moi dans les tei mes obllgeantes, j'ai 
prie Mons* Palairet de me permettre de vous ^crire sous son 
convert h Tigard des deux Med ail les de Charles II. H y a si long 
terns que je n’y ai point pens^ que je les ai aujourd’hui presque 
entibrement oublid, Je me rappeiJe seulement quelque idee 
qu’elles ont etd frapp^es h Toecasion d’un ecole fond4e h Christ 
Church h Londres par Charles If, pour 1'instruction des jeuncs 
gens dans les mathematiques, la geometric, et la navigation, qui 
subsistent encore aujoiird’hui, 

Comme il n’y a personae qui se connoisse Medailles mieux 
que vous, permettez moi, Bionsieur, dc vous consulter sur un 
Medaillion en cuivre que j’ai dans mon Cabinet, et done voici 
la description, 

Un h online arm^ portant un bonnet, et tenant une ^p^c, 
rnEDEHicus * DE , NI GRIS, Au rcvcrs, un rocher, et un grand 
arbre, elector * a more , sum . avoavE * amaka . 1552, 

'' Je 
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" JeFOudrois hiea savoir qiii ^toit €e Phedericus de NignSi Je 
ic crois AHeinagnej et que son nom 4ttnt Schwartz^ mais je ne 
nullemeni com prendre I'allnsion ni I'ioseription du revets Paites 
iiioi riumneuri je vous prie, Monsieur, de cotnmimiquer vos 
pens^es k ce sujet par la po&te. Kn mSme tema ayez la bont6 
de me dire ai votre trail4 touchant les Medailles moderne-f, 
dont M. Palairet m’a parl4 il y a plusieurea annfejes^j esr iiiiprimd 
et son titl e. Comme je serai fort charm6 de i'honneur lie votre 
correspondence j'esp^re d'avoir bientdt de vos nouvelles, et j'ai 
Phonneur d'etre avec on parfait estimej Monsieur, 

Voti'e trfes humble et tr^s obeissant serviteur, A.C. Ducaekx./’ 


To Mr. Nichols. 

Doctors Co WIT?? Otis, Saturday^ ^prll 13, 177^^ 
Dr. Ducarel presents his compliments to Mr. Nichols, and 
returns him many thanks for his kind present of Dr. KingV 
Works, of which he apprehends Mr. Nichols is the Editor, it is 
an excellent Collection of useful and valuable Tracts, and will 
do the Editor great honour^ and be received, by the learned, 
with general approbation. The Notes are instructive, and, at 
this time, particularly useful” 

Saturday Jfternoon^ Sept. ^5, 1779. 
Tlxis comes with Dr* Ducarel's compliments to Mr* Nichols. 
The Doctor is very soiTy to hear Eliat Mr. N. is seriou.^ly indis* 
posed. He therefore desires Mr. N. wfjuld immediately send a note 
fper bearer), and inform him whether he thinks he shali, or shall 
not, be able to come to Lambeth Palace to^^morrow by 11, where the 
Doctor goes on purpose to meet him. If he fears he shall jiot, let 
him signify it by a linei if yea^ the Doctor will meet him there, and 
Mr. Sampson^ expects his company to dinner there at 2 o’clockt* 
At all events, the Doctor hopes Mr. N. wall be %vell enough to 
be at Doctors Commons on the 29th, to dine at St. Kathenne'sJ/* 


Letters to and from Martin Folkes^, Esq. 

To Mr. E. M. Bk Costa. 

Dear Sib, Goodwood, near Midhursij Sussex, Jug. 9,1747- 
1 wish this may find you returned from your Derbyshire ex¬ 
pedition, where I hope you have had much pleasure and enter¬ 
tainment, and where I doubt not but your observations will both 
have afforded new discoveries to yourself and to such as delighi 
in the enquiry into truth and the nature of thing.s. If you are 
not yet returned, my best services also attentl Mr. Fissington. 

I am here in the country witli hi.s Grace the Duke of Ricli- 
mond, who, as he cultivates and loves all sorts of natural know- 

^ The faithful Steward uf Archliii=hop Cornwallis .r 

t The regular dinner here at the P dare un Sunday. 

J Where Dr, Dticarel used tu gjvr an auiiual dinner to bis young 
friends, the Clerks of the several Prucior.t. 

§ The learned and worthy President both of the Royal and Antiquarian 
Societies ^ of whom see the " Literary Anecdotes/' vol YIIL pp. 

ledge. 
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ledgCj has \ust founded a wild receptacle Cor fossils in liis gar¬ 
den He lias transplanted from the coast large fragments of 
rock, rich in all sorts of fossil shells 5 he has interspersed coi-als 
and other marine productions, and a spacious grotto, where 
nature has furnished a T?a£t variety of shells, and art a ntost beau¬ 
tiful disposition of them- In short, I could not help immediately 
wishing you niight partake with me of an entertainment so 
much to your taste; and the Duke was, upon hearing what I 
said, desirous also that yon might impart to him your obsei va- 
tions- In short, he commands me, with his services to you, to 
invite you dow-n, if your affairs will permit- He is now going 
from home for a few days, but will be back the ISth of this 
month of August- You may, if you can, come down in the 
Portsmouth coach, to a place called Liphook, where he would 
send a servant and a horse to attend you hither, to one of the 
pleasantest places, and the best company you can possibly meet. 
The Duke being the most humane and the best man living, you 
need be in no difficulty about your eating, here being all sorts 
of fish, and every day the greatest variety of what you may feed 
on without breach of the Law of Moses, unless the lobsters of 
Chichester should be a temptation, by which a weaker man 
miirht be seduced- Here is also a Chaplain, I should suspect 
originally of your Nation, for he talks Hebrew almost naturally, 
and will not wish to harm you any more than myself. Ilut, to 
be quite serious, if your affairs will permit, you cannot ])ass a 
few days more to your own taste than in this expedition^ so you 
will let me hear from you- 1 am, dear Sir, &c- M. toL¥LEs.'‘ 

To Mr- D;^ Costa- 

Dear Sir, Ocodicood Pork, Aug. 2 S, 17'47- 

1 yesterday received yours of the 25th instant, and am glad 
to bear of your safe return out of Derby shire, where I make no 
doubt but you have leccivcd much entei'tainment from the 
natural curiosities of the place- We should have been very glad 
to have seen you here, where i am sure both the kind reception 
of the Duke, and a great many curious things he has adorned his 
gardens with, and some neighbouiing places abounding in petri* 
factions, and the like, could not fail being delightful to you. 
His Grace is very sorry the duties of your religion, which every 
good man is well attached to, ] ire vent your coming hither just 
at this time, and the more so as the house is now in a manner 
empty of company- He expects a great deal down on Tuesday 
se^nnight the 8 th of September, but which will he gone the latter 
end of that week: and, as he stays longer, and 1 propose the 
honour of still continuing with him, he will hope to see you on 
Sunday or Monday the 13th or 14th of September, when you 
will be sure to meet with a true welcome from the best I'amily 
Sn the Universe. I assure you 1 know not a better, more humane, 
more cml gentleman in the world, or whom all that knew him 
would more gladly w'ait upon, A friend of yours, Dr- Bayley, of 

Havant, 


MARTIN FOLKES, ESQ, TO MR. DA COSTA. 6^7 

Havaot. cJiaed with us ye&tei'day, was yery glad to hear you was 
expected, and will be very glad to shew you any tiling in his way. 
Vour living you need be in no pain about, as we have not had 
a single dinner without plenty ol what the strictest Laws nf 
Moses would allow you, though at the same time we have eat 
barbecued shols, and other abaminatiom to your nation j but 
we are all citizens of the world, and see different customs and 
different tastes without dislike or prejudice, as we do different 
names and colours. 

You will favour me with a line, and I will give you also 
notice if any unforeseen accident should call the Duke away. 
He very kindly gives his service to you, and commands me to 
assure you he he+irtily wishes to see you here, 1 ain, dear Sii’, 

** Yours affectionately, M* Folkes.’^ 

Deab Sik, 

" I am obliged to you for the ffivour of your last, and the 
account of your religious duties at this season, which 1 was not 
before acquainted with. My Lord Duke desires his compUnients, 
and will be very glad of the favour of your company here 5 but 
is himself obliged to go for London on Thui'sday next, and I 
believe I shall be in town in three or four days, where J shall 
hope to see you, and to settle the bringing you down, if, as^ I 
suppose, we come down again about Monday se nnight, so I will 
say no more of it till I see you at my house, 1 will give you 
notice as soon as I arrive. 1 am, very truly, dear Sir, 

" Your affectionate humble servant, Folkis/’ 


To Mahtin Folkes, Esq. 

Dear Sir, London , 1747- 

The following account 1 take the liberty to humbly present 
to you, Avith tlie specimens of small pieces of the llhombic spar, 
found frequently in the lead mines of Derbyshire 5 and a large 
and small piece of j^fracling spar, like the Island crystal. This 
Rhombic spar is the Rhomboid Selenites of tlie Gernians. It is 
found, not only in large masses near Rhombic, which they cal! 
white spar, but also in irregular masses, rising at top into points 
or stumps, and resembling the snags of a dog's tooth, as the 
miners imagine and express themselves, whence called by them 
dog-tooth spar. Though in the whole mass the spar is veiy 
opahe, vet on shattering it, the latter especially, clear and trans¬ 
parent "pieces, so as to refract lines like the Island crystal, are 
sometimes broke from it j but such clear pieces are so exceeding 
rare, that many pounds of spar may be shattered before a piece 
which will refract can be found. These specimens aie paiticu- 
larly from a lead mine, called the Ox close mine, near Snetteiton, 
in Darly parish, in the Wirksworth Wapentake, in Derbyshire. 
From, dear Sii ;, vour most devoted, and obliged humble servant, 

E. M. Da Costa/* 
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Rev* John Foot* to Dr* Ducarel* 

'*'Dkak Sim^ Yoi fdU Jiil^ ISj 1746- 

" I am frreaily obliged to yw for the favour oi your letter, 
which, in accjiiainting me with the recovery of your htnilth, gave 
mea gteaf deal of pleasure ^ nor did you a little iBcreaise ii by giv¬ 
ing me hopes of seeing you in Staffordshire this summer* a coutityj 
t shall vetiture to say, you will be much pleased with. I forgot 
whether your taste in Antiquity leads yon to the enjoying the sight 
of ancient ruins, the venerable remains of some old Abbey or 
Temple, nodding under the stroke of all-devouring Time. !f 
your taste lies too in this branch of antiquity, I will promise to 
give you high delight when you come to Yoxall. The moulder¬ 
ing walls covered with green ivy that surround tne^ the hanging 
roofs that threaten instant destruction, while you walk beneath 
them j wild naked rooms (fit haunt for ghosts); a wilderness 
bard by; and an old Temple situated in the midst of venerable 
yews. Ail * hese solemn remains, 1 say, of Time, will fill the mind 
of a true lover of Antiquity with a veiy pleasing and delightful 
melancholy But, afier all, notwithstanding the near resemblance 
of my habitation to the ruins of an old Abbey, 1 comfort myself 
with the leflecilon, that 1 am the Lord Abbot, and cun do what 
1 please. This is a circumstance that removes those gloomy 
thoughts, which the solemnity of the place would otherwise very 
much incline me to enter tain. 

I have had ncj opporumity of meeting with any English Coins 
lately, and my Patron's kindness has thrown me into such a 
hurry of business, tliat at present I cannot spare time to look 
after them. 

I have only room left to assure you, that whenever you come 
into Staffordshive, you shall meet with a very hearty welcome 
at the okl Abbey above-named, from, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged and humble serv^ant, J. Toot/' 


Mr. Froment*^ to Dr. Ducarel. 

WoESHiFFUL Doctor, Carliste Housej Lambethj Matf 1770- 

“ Having had the honour of teachiug your nephew and nieces 
the Misses Ducarel many years, when at Greenwich, and having 
heard of your great reputation, as a most learned gentleman, and 
a very great Antiquary, makes me take the liberty to address my¬ 
self to you, to beg the favour of you, if agreeable, to help me out* 
I live at Carlisle House j, and have renewed my lease last 
Friday for 9.1 years, with the present Bishop §* 1 have been 

informed that the said Carlisle House is eKtra-parochial, and 

^ LL. B. ami Fellaw ofTrinit} College, Oxford* He was presented tv 
the Reeiory of Yo\aU Ui 1/41 ; and died in June 1*66, aged 48- 
Sometime an eminetu Dancing-master at Lambeth. 

X See an aecoutit of Carlisle Houiej in Nichols’s MUion' of Lambeth 
Parish, p. 74- 

§ Dr. Edmund Law \vas then Bishop of Carlisle. 


con^ 




MR, FHOMENT TO DR, DUCAREL. 6 ^^ 

oon^^equent ly free from parish taxes; but Dr; -Porteus &c, 
desires rtie to prove—if so, or else to pay. I know this caiinot 
be done without a friend to direct me how to act j and, if by 
your goodness, I c^'>ul<l come to some proof, I would for ever 
acknowledge the favour, 

N* B, If i knew when it would be agreeable to you, that I 
may pay my respects in person, I should take it as a very great 
favour to know your pleasure on that head by the bearer 3 and 
as I am sensible that such a thing cannot be done without seai^ch- 
ing, besides great inquiry^ I will very readily pay any expences 
whatsoever with pleasure, to come at it, 

I have got a brick at home that was on the top of that little 
curious gate in the Gothic order that has been pulled down. That 
was in Edward the Sixth's reign. I heard also that it was a 
Royal Palace of Henry VIIL ; and the row of houses newly re¬ 
paired over against iny iron gate is still called Royal Row. 

As the exchange was between the Bishop of Rochester, ],.ord 
Russell, and the Bishop of Carlisle, I do not doubt but a Survey, 
as an explanation, can be got from llie Register, or of Rochester, 
as that estate was originally belonging unto him. At the Par* 
liament Office, beside that private Act of the ^ 6 th of Henry Will. 
til ere is another Act to the same purpose that was past three 
years afterwards, which may be more extensive—I do not know, 
I remain, with the greatest respect, worshipful Doctor, your 
most obedient humble servant, Jno, EAPTiSTC L, Fkquext,” 


Letters of the Rev, William Gostling^^", 

To Mr. Joseph Ames, Iromnonger, at the Hermitage, 

Sir, Jme 14, 1730, 

i hope before this conies to your hands, you will have re¬ 
ceived the two stones you picked up at St. Austin’s Monastery, 
w'hich I sent by Philpot s hoy, which sailed for Bear Key last 
Saturday. J packed them in matting; but the stone which is to 
be cut between Mr. Thompson and you, I thought there was no 
occasion fo pack up, so directed it with a piece q( ciiarcoal. Pray 
give niy humble service to him, and let him know that he has 
not yet seen every thing I can get him the sight of here, and 
that I should be glad to see him at Canterbury^ ag^in, as I should 
you too. Mr, Lewis was well last Fritky. } hope I shall hear 
that you are so too, and Mr. Thonipson, to whom I believe I 
should have written, if I had not forgot which was his Christian 
name of the two 1 took in my direction how to send to him. 

“ Since you left me, I have got a piece of a huge bone (i 
si^ppose part of an elephant s thigh bone) petrified, which the 
dmlgers for copperas stones fished out of the sea. It is a splinter 
of the bone, about 23 inches long, and from 5 to 6 across. 

^ Then Rector of Lainbeih. 

f See the “ Litcritrv Anecdotes,'' vol IM. p. O'tT ; vol. VTIL p, 577^ 

I should 
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I should have wrote this yesterday, but my duty called me 
into the country, and 1 forgot to wiite after I came home till 
it was too late for the post* Kemember, that Mr* Thompson 
and you are to take no notice from whence you had the stone, 
for if you do, I shall soon have customers for twenty times more 
than I can get of it* 

“I am. Sir, your most humble servant, William Gostling " 

To the Rev* Mr* John Lewis* 

'' Rev* Sir, Canterbury j Nov. 21, 174L 

1 was out of town almost all last week, and had not youis 
till I came home on Saturday, too late to think of answering it 
that day* 

The oldest printed musick book 1 have is of 1565, The 
title, ' Mornyng and E\ enyng Prayer and Communion, set forthe 
In four partes, to be song in Churches/ 8 tc* Imprinted at 
London, by John Day, whose picture is at the end, dated 1552, 
in the fortieth year of his age* This I take to be the first church 
musick that was printed in English* 

in 1574 Tailis and Bird had their patent for printing musick, 
but they were Masters, not Printers* Accordingly you find that 
Vautrollerius printed the book at the end of which the extract 
of their Patent is* Afterward Este or East printed several musical 
hooks, as assignee of W* Byrd. He afterwards printed others as 
assignee of Thomas Morley, and of William Barley, who himself 
printed as assignee of Thomas Morley, 

Morley was Batchelor of Musick, and published several 
works. Some Este printed, some Peter Short, as particularly his 
* Introduction to Musick/ in 1597* a hook that bears a good price 
at this time* P* Short printed Murick in 1601, by the assent 
of T* IMorley ; and P* S* (1 suppose Short) for Thomas Adams in 
160ii, by the assignments of a Patent granted to Thomas Morley. 

“ This is all the account my Collection will enable me to give 
of the English Printers of Musick before 1600; and you see I 
have brought it lower to justify the smail additions I have made 
to Mr* Ames's Catalogue enclosed, which I shall beg you to send 
him, ami this letter with it, if you think it worth his seeing, 

“ 1 thank you for your kind present of yotir ' Treatise on 
Seals.' 1 liave delivered the rest as directed* 

My wife gives her humble service, and, I thank God, is well. 
Mr. Newton of Wingham has been like to die of bleeding at the 
nose* Mr* Nonds yesterday was taken ill while keeping the 
Courts, with total loss of his memory, but to day is better. Mrs. 
Egerton has had the misfortune to lose her son, about a week 
ago, a most promising youth, and generally lamented here, 

“ I am. Reverend Sir, your obliged humble sen^ant, 

“ William Gostling." 

'' t Processionale ad usam eccl'ie Sarum, &c* Jmpressum 
Londini* An* m.o.lv*' without the name of any printer or book¬ 
seller, and with musical notes ^ The whole Book of Psalms, 
collected into English metre by Thom* Stemh. John Hopkings, 

and 
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and otherSj conferred with the Ebnie^ ivitli apt Notes to sing 
them withaU* At Londonj printed by John Daye, dwelling over 
Aldersgate^ An* 1576* Cum privilegio Regiae Majestatis per 
Decennium,' 

" N* Bt A former Edition of these Singing Psalms was 
printed by Day^ 1569, with the Psalter or Primmer then printed 
Tliey were printed again, 1599, by John Windet, for the As- 
signes of Richard Day, son, I suppose, of John Day, which seems 
to intimate that R, Day was no Printer* G* Lewis*" 


To Mr. Joseph Amee. 

^^Dear Sir, Canterbury, Dec. S, 1759* 

I am afraid you have long ere this condemned me as a care¬ 
less fellow 5 and indeed I had forgot some of the particulars I 
was to send you till the other day I hap{>eiied to light on your 
note. Tallis and Bird's Patent 1 sent you by Mr* Thompson. 

In 15S8 I'homas Este, Assignee of William Byrd, printed 
N* Yonge’s ^ Musica Transalpina,' vol. I. (vol. IL was printed by 
Este in 1597, when the Patent was out of date)* 

In 1590, Este, as Byrd's Assignee, printed the .first set of 
' Italian Madrigals, engUshed by Tho. Watson.' 

“In 1601 Thomas Este printed the ' TriiimpheB of Oriana,' 
as Assignee of Thomas Morley, the Publisher of Ihemj but 1 do 
not find any copy of Morley's Patent, in 1597 be put out 
VVeelkes's Madrigals and Kirbys, not as an Assigneej but in 1600 
he printed Weelke's Madrigals, as Assignee of T, Morley; and in 
160S, VVeelkes's * Ballettes and Madrig, of 5 voc*, as Assignee 
of William Barley, In 1598 he piinted Wilby's Madrigals, first 
set, not as an Assignee | and in 1609 set the second, by the 
names of Thomas Este, alias Snodham. 

“ In 1606 J. WiJidet printed Alison's ' Hour's Recreation/ as 
Assignee of W. Barley j which Barley in 1599 published Bennet's 
first set of Madrigals, as Assignee of T. Morley, 

“In 1612 some Mhdrigals and Mottels of Orl Gibbon's were 
printed by T. Snodham, Assignee of W. Barley 5 and in 1613 
M* L. J* p. and T* S. printed musick, as Assigness of W, Barley* 

“ This is a rough sketch, you will say, of what I could pick 
out of my Collection ^ but I may possibly find something to add 
to it, and then it will be time enough to put it in form. My 
' Kalendayr of Shyppars’ is" dated 1559. 

“ As to Day's book, the title is Certaine Notes set forth in 
foure and three parts, to be song at the Morning Communion 
and Evening Prater, very necessarte for the Church of Christc, 
to be frequented and used: and unto them added divers godly 
Praiera and Psalmes in the like forme, to the honour and praise 
of God. Imprinted at London, over Aldersgate, beneath St* 
Martin's by John Day, 1560* 

' Cum gratii et privilegin Regi® Majestatis/ 

“ If these memoranda give you any pleasure, I shall be very 
glad of it; and am, dear Sir, &c* Wm, GosTitine/' 

Voi** IV* T T Mft 
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Mr. Da Costa to Mi\Gostltng, 

LondonAtig. Sil, 177^- 

''Our niutaal Friend Mr* Ingham Foster* pleasured me with 
the perusal of your letter^ in which you very obligingly express 
yourself in regard to mcj and roy intended work of ' A Natural 
History of English Shells/ You further wish you could assist 
me, but that your Supellex Conckyliorum is mostly of Foreign 
Shells* However, I am sure, your goodness will urge you to 
assist me, when I acquaint you I only want a parcel of the Shells 
of your Coast; common as well as rare, to collate with those of 
our other Shores A small basket-full with due notices of their 
names, frequency or scarceness, &c* would content me, 

'' I have written to oui^ friend Mr- Jacob f, and believe that he 
is collecting for me* 

The Rev, Dr- KayeJ is so obliging as to deliver you this Let¬ 
ter- That gentleman has a recommendatory one from Mr* Foster 
to you; so shall conclude with assuring you I am. Sir, 

''Your greatly obliged and obedient servant, E. M* Da Costa/* 

To Mr. Da Costa, 

" Good Sir, DcL 1^, I77^i 

" 1 atn sorry to be so incapable as I am to give any assistance 
to your design* Many years ago a basket of Foreign Shells was 
given to me, to which sevemi have been added since; but though 
I admire their beauty, f know very little of their Natural History; 
nor have I ever spent a day in searching for those of our own 
Coast, so as to know wha.t are rare, and what not so. 

" Dr. Kaye is just come in, so I must conclude, 

'' Your most humble servant, W* GofxtiNO,” 


Letters of Edward Hasted Esq. 

To Dr, Ducaeel. 

** Dear Sir, SuHoUf Aug, 56 , 

" The many civilities I have received from you wdll always 
call on me for a perpetual acknowledgment of them; and every 
fresh addition to my Collections adds still to the remembrance of 
them, as you, or your Friends through you, have been so gene¬ 
rous, that I can hardly find any thing in my Study but what has 
come from them. The fine weather makes me wish to see you 
down soon, whilst it lasts. I have been looking out for amuse¬ 
ment for you, and have found two or three Roman Tumuli 
within a mile of St, John’s. These we will open ; and, as I have 
served a regular apprenticeship to such labours, I fancy I can 
amuse you very agreeably. Beside these, are some fortifications, 

^ A curious Collector; seeLiterary Anecdotes/* vol VIL pp. IS8-5S?* 
f Of wbom see hereafter, p* 653, 

t Afterwards Sir Richard Kaye, Bart, and Dean of Lmcoln^ Sc® the 
Literary Anecdotes/' vol. Vll* pp*Sl2*607* 

§ Of whom see the " Literary Anecdotee/* voL VIL pp, 173. 587- 

and 





MR, HASTED TO DR, DUCAREL, 


643 


and the finest piece of Roman Road between London and Dover, 
You must afford me a day or two for this work, as you seemed 
to promise, when I saw you. last, and let us be once more happy 
together, 

i am so continually employed in the MS, I have received 
from Mr, Edmondson that I have hardly time for my meals. 
It is very curiousj being an accurate Survey of all the Windows 
and Monuments in most of the Churches in Kent; and curiously 
di'awn. What makes them more valuable, is their being taken 
before the great Rebellion, at which time thejt were most of 
them destroyed by the Fanaticks, 

I received last Saturday from Mr, Whitworth a large box of 
Papers, dec, which he had collected for Kent; but of all the rub¬ 
bish I ever saw in my life, I never met with any thing so trifling. 
Indeed I can hardly think it possible that a man could undertake 
such a work as this, be foui* years about it, and at the end be 
just where he first set out; all that he has collected being com¬ 
prised ill three or four sheets of paper at most, besides the 
printed books that his box is filled up with. But why should I 
mention this ? Mine might perhaps have been the same, had it 
not been for the friendship of Dr. Ducarel. 

" 1 hope to have the pleasure of hearing from you soon, and 
that I shall have tlxe pleasure of seeing you here before it is long, 
with Sir Joseph f and Mr, AstleJ, to both whom I beg to be re¬ 
membered. I am, dear Sir, your much obliged and most obe¬ 
dient servant, Edward Hasted/* 

''Dear Str, Sutton^ Dec^ 13, 17^4- 

I Imve no doubt but Mr. Astle'has told you how happy he 
made me in a visit here ; of our Antiquarian entertainment at 
Ingress, and our sallying forth in search of further Antiquities the 
next day ; of the Saxon arch ; Roman bricks; Tumuli and En¬ 
trenchments; and of the Roman Mile-stone, which, since he went, 
I have puj'chased, and liave got home, and I esteem it as a sin^Iar 
and invaluable monument of antient limes. I intend making a 
drawing, with the measurement of it, and add a small d^rip- 
tion, and send it up to our Society. I yesterday took a ride in 
further search of Antiquities; and in the great Woods by Stone 
(containing 1500 acres of wood-land), I found a fine and fair 
Roman Camp adjoining to the old Watling-strect way, which 
runs through, and is now covered with wood, further on, about 
two miles, 1 with much difficulty got up the highest hill in all 
the Woods, just at the back of Swanscamp, As the Romans 
always occupied the highest gi'ound, from experience I expected 
to find some vestiges of their strength here; and I was not mis¬ 
taken, for I found the largest, and I think the finest Camp, and 
the prsetorium very plain, that I ever saw, but so much grown 
up with wDod and thick bushes, that I could not then take a 

* Mowbray Herald Extraordinary* See before, p. 543. 
t Sir Joseph .Aylofia. See Literary Aneedotes,'’ rol. Vll. pp. 16. 506. 

I Ibid, pp. 14. 505. 

X T 2 plan 


644 


rlustrations of oterature. 


plan and measurement of itj which I shall the first opportunity. 
There is no road to this place, and the ascent and descent so 
excessive steep, that It was with difficulty I conquered either of 
them, in my return, I narrowly searched all over Dartford 
Brent, where the Walling-street way lies most firm and con» 
spiciious, and after much care, 1 found a number of Tumuli 
about a rod from the road, of different sizes, and some of them 
so lavi^e, as shewed they were over persons of some, though 
not of the greatest note* Happily they have never been plundered, 
so that 1 have^ great expectation from them* As 1 have been so 
lucky in these discoveries, I shall one day soon follow this road 
from Dartford eastward for some miles, and I doubt not but I 
shall gain much instnaction from it, I wish I could have you 
down at the opening of some of these* I will not touch those 
on the Brent before Summer, when f shall make a whole day of 
it, and then perhaps you may give me the pleasure of your 
company* 

'' I find the Parochial Answers to the (Queries, which are in 
the Lambeth Library, are so very necessary to my History, that it 
will be of no worth without them. How I shall manage, I know 
not; for, where they are, it will be impossible to spend so much 
time as to copy them : but I must beg your contrivance for me 
in this, which will add to the many obligations conferred on, 
dear Sir, your most sincere and much obliged humble servant, 

'^Edwakd H^stbd*'’ 

To Dr* Ducaeel* 

'' Deab Sir, St* Jo/oi’s, Teh, 13, 17d5, 

" I thought 1 should have had the pleasure of calling on you 
in London long before now, but 1 have been prevented by a great 
cold* 1 find the Heraldic MS* which Edmondson bought for 
me is very curious, and well coloured and preserved* I wisli 
it was moch more so, as I should then have an opportunity of 
making you a present somewhat worth your acceptance j but 
such as it is, as you have expressed a desire for it, 1 shall beg 
youi' acceptance of it when I have done with it in reference to 
my History, which I labour much at, and in a no very agreeable 
part of it, which is making references, and comparing authors, 
and running over a multiplicity of books, some of which are so 
very dry, and pass over so heavily, that tiiey almost make me 
weary of this sort of work j but I go on, in hopes of getting 
through some time or other* 

1 was over at Rochester, and saw a brass plate, which had 
been just dug up in pulling down an old wall, to make a gate¬ 
way* It is thin, about 6 inches by 10* On it is engraved, 
^ Lady Margaret Obrien, daughter of the Rt. Hon’ble the Earl 

of Inchiquin, dyed at the Hague, aged.an. 167S*' How 

this plate could come under such a place as this, is strange. 
There are six holes for ^rews, which makes me imagine it to 
have been screwed down on a coffin, which might in this place 

have 
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have been plundered j and perhaps neither that nor the corpie 
went any farther i but the refuse was thrust in herci and this 
plate amongst it, for fear of discovery, I wish you would give 
me your thoughts of it, 

“ I liope to have the pleasure of spending six weeks or two 
months in London this Summer, when 1 shall have, 1 trust, a 
more frequent opportunity of paying my respects to you. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged and most obedient servant, E> Hastfd/* 
From Mr, Da Costa. 

SiK, Royal Societyy Od. 24, 1766. 

I presume to trouble you with the following Query: 

" In a MS. of Dr. Plot's, dated June 10,1674,1 find this notice; 
' Antient Inscnptions on ruinous Buildings—such as the Hebrew 
exquisitely written on the old walls of the Castle of Canterbur 5 ^* 
Is there such a Hebrew Inscription now extant ? If there is, 
can a copy be procured ? or can I have pemiission to employ 
some Jew (of Canterbuiy) to copy it, and decyplier it ? And 
would you take it under your inspection and care to Inform him 
where it is, and give him your advice in what manner to do it ? 
and fevour the Literati with an exact account of it. 

1 do not doubt the patronage of oitr learned Friend Dr. 
Ducarel, joined with the Query being purely literary, will plead 
my pardon for this trouble given you. 1 am, with great esteem. 
Sir, your obliged humble servant, E. M. Da Costa»*' 


To Mr. Da Costa. 

Sia, Suttoriy near Dariford, Nov^ 4, 1766. 

" I received by the hands of my good Friend Dr. Ducarel, the 
favour of yours, which needs no kind of apologj^ as it ever gives 
me the greatest pleasure to contribute my small assistance to 
any literary Gentleman who thinks it worth his acceptance. 

The Hebrew Inscription you inquire after was written on the 
walls of one of the stone stair-cases in the old Castle at Canterbury, 
in the 13th century, by the Captive Jews, during their imprison¬ 
ment there, and contained some few Versieles of the Psalms, and 
this Inscription was permanent not many years ago, as 1 have 
been told by some who have seen it. It is, I do suppose, no very 
difficult task to get admittance to this Inscription, by any Gen¬ 
tleman of the County, or one supported by proper recommenda¬ 
tions 5 but, 1 think, they would make gi'eat objections to admit 
a Stranger and a Jew to search for it, especially as the direction 
of it rests with the Magistrates of the County in their public 
capacity. As one of them, as well as in my private station, I 
shall always be glad to do you every service In the procuring of 
it that I can; and, as I shall visit those parts of Kent, in all 
probability with these few months, I shall have an opportunity 
pf getting a copy of it. In the mean time I shall have the plea¬ 
sure 
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sure of meeting yon at our Society, and of consulting on the 
best means of obtaining it most to your satisfaction, 

I am. Sir, your most obedient servant, Edward Hasied*'' 


To Dr* Dugarel* 

“ Dear Sir, St. John's, May 1767^ 

" I received your obliging favour, and congratulate yon on the 
publication of your book, and at the same time return you my 
thanks for your kind present of a copy of it. I should not have 
delayed answering yours so long, but 1 was in hopes I should have 
had an opportunity of asking you how you did at Doctors Com¬ 
mons. Those hopes are now at an end; and I do not know when 
1 shall be able to see London again ; for what with my History, 
visitings, and family employments, I can seldom, if ever, steal an 
hour to myself— Vacare otiosus. 

In the making of our new tumpike-road between Dartford 
and the town of Sevenoke, they have been widening of it for 
the most part of the way; and in digging down the chalk banks 
near Eynsford Castle, the workmen with their tools disturbed 
the bones of many skeletons, which, before I could hear of it, 
they had laid among the chalk rubbish at the bottom of the 
road, so that before I could get to the place there were not 
many of them to be met with together* By the situation, which 
is in the adjoining grounds to the lioman road leading from 
Wrotham by Farningham Westward, 1 conjecture it to have been 
made use of by that ^leople as a place of burial ^ and by its near 
neighbourhood to the banks of the river Darent, and by the placing 
of some of the bodies North and South, 1 imagine it continued 
as such In the time of the Britons and Saxons. The skeletons 
lay very thick, and 1 have no doubt, by the look of the place, but 
there are hundreds more of them undisturbed* They had been 
mostly inclosed in boxes or coffins, as appears by a narrow streak 
of black mould, which, to each, runs in the same direction and 
space as the box itself did, though now entirely rotted, and re¬ 
mains only a fine powder like earth* 1 wish I had leisure to 
spend a day in searching huther into it, but that I roust not 
hope for some years yet, 

I hope you enjoy your health, and that I shall frequently 
have the pleasure of bearing from you* Believe me to be, Sir, 
*'your sincere friend and servant, Edward Hasted*'' 
Dear Sir, Suiton^ StpL 10, 1767- 

" 1 received the favour of yours just on my setting out for 
East Kent, and was in hopes I should have seen my Friend 
Thorpe * at Kochester, but I could not meet with him* On my 
return, which was but last Sunday, to nay surprize, 1 found him 
and Bayleyt still there, and, by the account of things, I imagine, 

^ John Thorpe, Esq* See hereafter, p* 673* 

f The Draftsman and Engraver employed by Mr* Thorpe for his 
** Custumale Roffense*" 

they 
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they cannot stir this week. 1 saw what they had done, which is 
really valuable and curious. They have made a very exact ich- 
nogjaphy of the Church, which has never before been taken ^ 
nor has any thing curious escaped them, either within or without 
the building. The Chapter-house door, a most curious piece 
of sculpture, the several tombs, and particnlai^ arches, are already 
done. The West Front they are now about. They have hnished 
the remains of the Cloysters, and the old Conventual Chapter- 
house, which, if you remember, we saw in Mr. Wade's garden. 
Bayley has copied the leaves in the Custumale' Roffense (a fac 
simile) where Mr. Thorpe was deficient in it. Besides this, he 
has taken in clay some very curious old seals, and a pretty per¬ 
spective view of the antient Palace of the Bishops of Rochester 
at Hailing, which is now, curious as the building is, demolishing 
to pave yards and highways. I think they will not repent their 
trouble, as their gleanings are so x-eiy considerable. 

'' As to myself, my dear Friend, 1 labour on assiduously, not 
without hopes one day or other of perfecting my darling child, 
whom I have nursed up with so much pains and expence. It 
would be a most agreeable day to me, could I enjoy one with 
you, but as I know not when I shall see London, I can only say 
my best wishes and service always attend you and yours i and 
believe me to be, dear Sir, ^ 

'' Your most sincere and faithful friend, Edward Hasted. ' 

" Deae Sir, Cantarbury^ July 10, 1770. 

Notwithstanding all our bustle and confiision here, as you 
may imagine at present, I have stolen a few minutes to ask you 
how you do. London is the most comfortable place in such 
an inclement wet season as we have had for some time. I 
am afraid the crops of every kind will suffer mucli by it, and 
we shall find great scarcity before next Winter, and the succeed¬ 
ing crops come to supply us again. The Archbishop'^ gives great 
satisfaction to every body here; his afiability and courteous beha¬ 
viour is much talten notice of, as very different from his Prede¬ 
cessors. I have been introduced to him, and had a considerable 
chat with him. Last night I supped with the Bishop of Peter¬ 
borough t, who is a very good kind of man for a Bishop, and was 
very entertaining. The Bishop of St. David’s | was here too, to 
attend his Grace. Immediately on his alighting at the Deanery, 
he conferred his degi'ees on Messrs. Palmer, Benson, and Storer; 
and gave permission for them to wear their hoods, the next day 
being Sunday. Barford declined it, as then doing his exercise 

for it at Cambridge. tr x j 

The Archbishop was very agreeably disappointed. He had 
been told by some person, who did not know Rochester from 
Canterbury, that our Cathedral was tumbling down for want of 
proper repair i which had surprised him much, especially when 
he found it in such complete order- The Treasurer of the Church 


^ Dr. Frederick Cornwallis. 
f Dr. John Hjiichchffe. 


J Dr. Charles 


assures 
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assures me^ that they have not laid ont on it for these eight years 
past less than 700 ^. a year on the repairs of it j an example 
worthy of imitation by other Bodies of the same kind, 

-' VVe are like to be very thin of Prebendaries here. Dr, Benson 
will be the only Resident left here. Sure such an Endowment as 
Canterbury requires a little more attention, Mr. Barford has 
let his house for five years, so we have no hopes of him* 

" I have amused myself for a few days In examining into the 
Archbishop's right of conferring Degrees, and on what he founds 
it* You, perhaps, can tell me more of it y nobody here knows 
any thing about the matter, 

“ When do the Antiquarian Transactions come out } The 
sooner the better, lest our expectations may be raised so high 
by the length of time we stay for them, that we may say with 
Horace, Partununt mantes; —and so forth. Adieu, dear Sirj 
I shall always be happy to hear from you y and remain 

" Your sincere Mend and most humble servant, E, Hasted/' 

Sie, Canterbury, Feb. IS, 1771* 

I received the favour of yours, and wish much to hear the 
reception your Chesnut Controvei-sy ^ has met with from the 
Publick* 1 have received Mr* Carteret Webb’s Catalogue f, which, 
though a good one, does not merit the very eccentric character 
given it at the back of its title-page. I assure you, was I master 
of it, I w^ould part with near half of it as rubbish unfit to be 
kept in a good Collection, 

I hope Dr* Burton's death, who was no doubt one of our 
first inen in Monastic Antiquities, will be no hindrance to the 
publication of the second volume of his ‘ Monasticou Ebora- 
cense y and yet I am afraid it is lost us, as you do not menlion 
any thing of it* His former volume infinitely surpasses either 
of 8ir William Dugdale’s} and had not Dr. Burton unfortunately 
been misled, and involved in troubles and poverty, by his absurd 
attachment to Pai'ty, he vvould have given the world such a 
Histoiy of Yorkshire, as would have far sui'passed any such work 
heretofore published* He had great abilities, and was witball 
indefatigable, 

'' Our Transactions of the Antiquarian Society have done us 
so little credit, that we are rather out of humour with the com¬ 
pilers of it. ^ Sure, in so many years, there must have been 
Papers more ingenious, and more instructive, in numbers, sent 
to, and read at our Society* If not, we are but triflers y and as 
such, the more we publish of this sort, the moj^e we shall con¬ 
vince the world of it, and expose ourselves to the ridicule of 
sober judicious men* Nor have we a much better opinion of 
those ivho have had the management of the Windsor Print, 
They will find much discontent among their Country Members, 

♦ See hereafter, p. 675, 

f Philip Carteret Webb, Esq, j of whom see the Literarj Antiedotet," 
vol. YU. pp* 457*703, 
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at the injustice of saddling them with the price of others’ im¬ 
prudence (I do not speak this of mTSe.lf, for they are very wel- 
cotne to my mite towards it). To short, it is a dangeiotis precedent, 
and there is no knowing to what length it may be extended. 

We have but little news stirring here> more than the public 
papers tell us. Our Church is quite neglected by its Members 
of eiery degree, beyond the example of what has been hereto¬ 
fore, When such tilings raise blushes and indignation in a Lay¬ 
man, what must or ought those to feel, who, by their neglect, 
either occasion, or do not by their authority prevent, such scan¬ 
dalous impieties ? Neither I>ean Potter, nor Archbishop Seeker, 
under both whom this Church fiourished with much iustre, and 
in the greatest order and discipline, would have suffered it. It 
is an unpleasant reflection, that the characters of the dead must 
be established at the expence of the living. 

" Your Friends here are all well. As to Faussett *, he is so 
entirely lusticated at Heppington, that he seldom stirs from 
thence ; and his Friends are tired of paying visits there without 
any returns, so that he lives quite by himself, as much as if he 
was 100 miles from hence; nor do we know any thing of him, 

1 have marked a few lots in Mr. Webb's Catalogue, which 
I should be mueli obliged to you to look at for me, and settle 
the prices with Baker to buy for me. They are. No. 36. Willis’s 
Not. Park 55. Blount’s Tenures. 1014, Alphabeti et Diplom, 
1530, Dugdale’s Baronage, ^ vols, 1635. Heraldi Adver¬ 
saria if wrote by Ludovicus Herault, Prebendaiy of Canterbury, 
not otherwise. British Curiosities j much wanted, if written 
by one Burton. 1008. Du Fresne, 3 vols. if the best Edition. 

I am in great want of Sir William Dugdale’s Baronage, but 
still 1 must not go beyond the market-price j and if I do not have 
this, I hope Baker will pick up one for me somewiiere, as soon as 
he possibly can. Pray give me, or desire him to write me, a line of 
the prices he puts to them before the sale, that I may have time to 
write him ray mind, if I disapprove of any of them ; and when 
any are bought, I beg the favour of you to pay him for them, and 
I will either transmit you the money, or pay Mr. Delasaux for yoU 
here. What excuses can I make to you to pardon this trouble ? I 
must trust to your friendship, which I have so often ex[>erienced, 
and hope you will give me credit, when 1 assure you I shall 
always be happy to prove myself your ever sincere and obliged 
friend and servant, Edwaro Hasted." 

'"Dear Sir, Canterhurtj, Jttg, 2, 1780. 

" As our time is fixed for paying our visit to Bexley, I cannot 
but let you know it, in hopes that it may suit your convenience 
to spend a day with us whilst there. I know you do sometimes 
make this excursion y and if it should so happen within the 
compass of our time, it will give us much pleasure. We set 
out on Friday, and shall probably spend about three weeks there. 
I hope to be able to take a ride to Londoo before I return > if I 
* See vol. Ill, p. 556 1 and p. 4S3 of this volume. 
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doj I shall most certainly pay my respects at the Commons, 
though it may be but for half an hour. 

Our Precincts are now really a deserted village. We have 
only Dr, Dering here. Mr, Beauvoir is well, and desires his 
respects to you, t saw Mr. Jacob, of FavershaiUj yesterday, vpho 
is assisting me in the conjecture of fixing the Ronmii Station 
Durolevmn at or Judde Hill in Ospinnge, He is very capable of 
giving me assistance in this matter, from his knowledge of those 
matters, and long experience in the situations of that neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

There have been many more Roman Remains lately dug up 
at the Lines at Brompton near Chatham, which I have had a 
relation of from the Engineer, Captain Douglas f , who is just en¬ 
tered on the study of Antiquity, and is as complete an Enthusiast 
as 1 ever met with in my life j for he despises all the Roman 
remains in this Country so late as Cgesar's time, before which, 
you know, there were none here. He seems beginning where 
he should leave off, and talks much of criticising on the con¬ 
jectures of our late Friend Bryan Faussett,. who was, I do think, 
as capable and learned a man in that way as this country ever 
had, or will produce. 

1 have no doubt but the spot on the Hid within the lines 
above mentioned was the Euriabplace for the Roman Station of 
Z>urohripiSf or llochester, in which J am confirmed by those 
belonging to Ricliborough and Canterbury, lying in the same 
position, and at much the same distance from those Stations. 

“ I remain, dear Sir, your most sincere and faithful humble 
servant, Edwaud Hasteo." 

To Mr, Nichols. 

“ Sir, London j July Ifi, 1796- 

" The liberal manner in which you i^cceived me when 1 last 
waited on you, and the kind assistance you offered me, in regard 
to the printing of my History, encourages me to apply to you 
again, for the favour of your advice in relation to my intended 
Edition of it in 8vo. Happy should I have been, had you conde¬ 
scended to have printed it, and published it for me. You have 
known me. Sir, many years in the habits of friendship with our 
mutual Friends Mr. Thorpe, Dr. Ducarel, and many more, now 
long since taken from us ^ one of whom, and almost the only one 
left to us, Mr. Astle, 1 requested to join his interest with you for 
this purpose j but you, though with much politeness, declined 
it, though, at the same time, had you but attended to my offers, 
you would have thought them well worth your consideration j 
indeed, you would not have rejected them. I am now in treaty, 
Sir, with Mr* Bristow, of Canterbury, to print it, and publish it 

* Tlie ven^ worthy and learned Master of the Free-scbool at Canterbury. 
See the Literary Anecdotes,*' val. 11. p. 40 j vol. VlL p. 511. 

f Afterwards the Rev. James Douglas i of whom see “ Literary Anec- 
doUG/^ vol. VIL pp. \ H, 554. 

for 
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for me; Mn Simmons^ the printer of my folio volume, now in 
the press, not having sufficient presses to cany forward both at 
the same time. 

It is proposed, Sir, to print it in eight Octavo volumes; each 
volume to contain the Folio Maps of the Hundreds, and the Vig¬ 
nettes, as far as can be, of the Folio volumes; a volume to be 
published every six months ; the matter in them to be corrected, 
amended, and the subjects brought down to the i>resent time, 
and new arranged, and the superfluous matter, tautologies, &c. 
taken from it; and, thei'cfore, the work so far abridged, and 
brought to a smaller compass* The Folio Prints relating to each 
volume, being about ten on an average, to be stitched in blue 
paper, and delivered at a separate price, with the volume, should 
the purchasers wish to have them; but to be at their option. 

This, Sir, is the plan which I beg the favour of you to give 
me your opinion of, and correct at your pleasure for me. It is 
with much respect that I request it of you* As to the prices, I 
beg tlie favor likewise of your advice. We have thought of 
about 75 * a volume, and about 6d, (if not too much) for each 
Folio Print in each Number* The allowance to the Trade to be 
liberal, for the promoting the quick sale of the book* An Agent 
in London has been proposed to me, who should have a like 
allowance with the Ti'ade; but it appears to me, that au Agent is 
of no kind of use, but merely to afford warehouse-room for the 
books, and will be only a kind of monopolist to rob the Trade 
of their proper discount* 

“ Will you. Sir, be so good (as a communication between two 
Friends to go no farther) to advise me on these mat lei's, and to 
favor me with your sentiments on them, and especially as to the 
allowances or discounts to the Trade for the sale of the volumes 
and stitched Number of Prints, an object the most critical of any 
part of the undertaking* 1 hope. Sir, you will pardon this liberty, 
but your liberality of sentiment, so well known, in your readiness 
to assist those who request it of you, your great exjierience in 
the pursuit of Literature, and ihe many years you have known 
me, induces me to hope you will not refuse this favour to me; 
who am, with much respect. Sir, your much obliged and faith¬ 
ful humble servant, Edwahd Hasted**' 

Dr, Christopher Hunter ^ to Dr* Z. Grey- 

‘‘ Good Sir, Durham, Nov. 29, 173^, 

"At last ray papers relating to our Prebendary Smart were 
published last week. Want of good paper and new types were 
a stop in the beginning* 1 beg pardon for not performing my 
promise of sending you the sheets as printed off, which, you 
being in the country, I attempted not j the letters being to come 
thither by London, I apprcliended the Post-office would have 

V Of whom tee the " Literary Anecdotes/^ voi, VJL pp* IJJO* 597* 

made 
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made free with the franked covers. I wish the book may atone 
for my fault 

On Saturday last three hooks were sentj directed to youj to 
be left at the Post-house^ Caxlon, Please to accept one 5 the 
other two 1 beg you will send to good Mr, Baker^ one for bim- 
selfj the other to the beloved Library at St. John's. It %vas my 
own fault these did not come by the hands of Di% Mangey, who 
will be at Cambridge next week, who offered kindly to convey 
them, but took horse tiiree days sooner than I expected. 

This unknown hitherto wdiim of publishing has renewed a 
former thought I had entertained, of trying a new Edition of 
one of our old Bishop’s well-known Works, I mean ' Ricardi de 
Bury Philobiblon,’ which undoubtedly contributed very much to 
the restitution of learning in the dark times he lived in, mz* 
1436, and was published at Spire in Germany, anno 14B3, which 
Edition I have never seen. In our Episcopal Library I have found 
a MS. in Svo, and have collated it with the Oxford Edition by 
James. As soon as I liave my Lord Bishop's Licence, shall begin 
to print it, and send out Proposals, under the Introduction as 
below. I beg you present my humble service to Mr. Baker, and 
repute me, Sir, your most humble servant, Chr. Hunter.” 

''Haud inacceplum, munus oblaturl sumus Phiiologiee stu- 
dioais, nova et emaculata Editione desiderati, hisq' diebus rarius 
obvij operis Ricaidi de Bury quadriogentis abhinc Annis Dunel- 
mensis JEpiscopi, de Amore Librorum et institutione BibliothecEe 
Philobiblon nuncupati: Cujus accedet Corollarium Ineditorum 
sacrorum et civilium ipsius eruditissimi Auctoris, ex Archivis 
Cancellariae reverendiss’ Episcopi Dunelni. ut et Cartuarijs Regia- 
trisq’ reverend, et honoratiss. Yirorum Decani et Capituli Ecde- 
sise Cathedrails Dunelm. aiiisque MSS. perantiquis.” 

Good Sir, Durham, Nov, 1% 1/38. 

" I return most sincere thanks for your kind present, the be¬ 
loved ^ Answer to Neale j* and have unfortunately never been at 
Newcastle, whereby I am debarred from waiting upon Lawyer 
Grey^. The unknown and neglected Antiquities of this Church 
and County give me the most diverting pleasure, having the 
happiness to be admitted, as well by my Lord Bishop f as the 
Dean and Chapter, to search into all iheir Records. 

I wish the inclosed f may be new to you. Those Lists we 
have not here with the copies of CromweHs Foundation, which 
encourages me to send them, though it is to be admired if they 

* Of whom see before, p. SI4. 

-h Dfr Edward Chandler. 

J ** Durham, March 14. We bear that there wilt shortly be published 
Proposals for printing by Subscription, on a new type, and Dutch paper, 
in folio, the Letters from Sir Robert Bowes, of Streatblam Castle, in the 
County of Durham (an honourable ancestor of George Bowes, Esq. at pre¬ 
sent Representative in Parliament for this County), Ambassador from 
^ueen Elizabeth to King James the Sixth of Scotland, to the then Pnme 
Minister of State; whereby several of the Transactions of ibat memorable 
reign are set in a true light, and the secret springs of action laid open." 

have 
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have escaped good Mr. Baker's seai’ch. I beg you wdl present 

him my most humble service, 

“ 1 have prevailed with the Chapter to take your three volumes 
into their Library. Dr, Sharp does the same for himself ^ the 
third I shall take; and, as others fall in my way, will not fail to 
secure them for you. Dr. Sharp's intimate correspondence with 
Lawyer Grey will readily contribute to notify the number of 
volumes wanted here, 

" As to iny intended Edition of Richard de Bury, my Lord 
Bishop hag so Justly thought the present age unworthy of, if not 
generally bent against, such early works as promoted the Resto¬ 
ration of Literature, 1 own^ at that time, men of estates and 
courtiers could convey their estates, offices, and favours, without 
subscribing their names, by the impression of their seals. 

The disappointment in publishing my volumes of Sir Robert 
Bowes' and Mr, John Bowes' Letters during their service to Queen 
Elizabeth in Scotland appears indeed to be a plot of some of the 
Nobility of that nation, unwilling to have the behavioui’ of their 
ancestors to Queen Elizabeth known, which my Lord Bishop 
knows now very well, though he was prevailed with to dissuade 
me, but at present is very desirous they should be published. 

I am, good Sir, your assured humble servant, Chk. Hujjtter,'* 


Letters to and from Edward Jacob *, Esq. 

From Or. DocAitELt- 

" Dear Sir, Doctor's CommoHS, Z)cc.20,1766. 

" Your very obliging letter ought long since to have been 
answered, but I have been ill of a fever for near three wrecks, 
and did not go out till yesterday, when I waited upon the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who has been ill of the gout for near 
six weeks, and took an airing out for the first time on Thursday 
last. The Archbishop has directed me to return you thanks for 
your kind present of the Forms of Prayers to his Library at 
Lambeth, which he accepts with the more pleasure, as it com¬ 
pletes the set of old Forms of Prayem which were alrpdy de¬ 
posited there. His Grace desires you would accept of his ‘ Ser¬ 
mons,’ to which I shall add one copy of my ‘ Tour through 

Normandy,’of which I beg your acceptance. ,. , 

" I am 80 weak, that I have been obliged to dictate this letter; 
but remain, dear Sir, your much obliged, &c. A. C. Ducarel." 

* The worthy Historian of Faversham ; of whom see the “ Literary 
Anecdotes," vol. VII. pp. 194, 60l. , 

t Indorsed, “ Thanhs to Edward Jacob, Esq. of Feversharo, for hu 
present of some very ancient printed Forms of Prayer, by him presented 
to the Lambeth Library. A. C. D." 


To 
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To Dr* Ducarel* 

Doctor, April ^1, l/Tl* 

I will have patience till the Transactions come out, and not 
give you the trouble of sending your answer, which 1 am not in 
the least dubious will lay your doughty Opponent * as iiat as a 
timber-Jog. I had not Mr. Gough^s|"book, when you desired my 
information, but have since procured it) and it pleases me very 
much, and I can make but little additions to it Johnson's Second 
Iter Cantianum, 16343 Sir George Sondes’s own Narrative of his 
Son’s Murder j a Sheet of the Fossils in Kent, among the ^ Me¬ 
moirs for the Curious j’_ and Mi\ Lewis’s Ecclesiastical Map, are 
all that occur to me at present. I am possessed of Dr. Plot’s 
MSS. and Sir Roger Twisden’s from Warburton’s Collection. 
Some few he mentions I want, and will procure when I can. 

I bought at Mr. Webb’s sale, by a Fi'iend, a curious book of 
Kentish Arms, on vellum, by Mr. Southouse, son of the Author 
of the ^ Monasticon Favon/ which I value highly. There were 
two Visitations, &c. of Kent, in a late Herald-painter’s sale, 
which I knew not of, otherwise 1 should have become a purchaser, 
I doubt not, as 1 do not value going a little out of the way for 
pleasure on my Hobby* 

“ I have to beg the favour of your informing me who is Lessee 
to the Archblsliop for the Tithes or Parsonage of Tong in our 
neighbourhood, and where he dwells* I beg this, presuming you 
may be easily infomied by his Grace's Secretary. If you can 
learn, the earliest notice will oblige me. It is to serve a Friend 
I inquire 3 and I shall gladly return the favour when in my 
power. That this may meet you in perfect health, is the true 
wish of, dear Sir, your obedient humble servant, E. Jacob*” 
Dear Doctor, Fmershamt June 1, 177^- 

Fatrer has agreed to sell the walls of llichborongh; but the 
purchaser made the contract, with a proviso that he could sepa¬ 
rate the stones, which on trial he could not accomplish, and 
so the bargain is off, if I am rightly informed. My dewing 
is a very coarse and untrue one of Mr* Warburton* Mr. Boys, 
of Sandwich, has been very busy about the place, and his account 
bye and bye i shall have, for which I can be answerable, he is so 
exact ill what he undertakes. 1 never saw Gosiliiig’s by Muxted.. 
nor ever heard him speak of it. I wonder whether Grose has 
taken any drawings of it. I shall long for the 8 th, when 1 shall 
get Marsh to meet you* In the interim 1 remain 

Your very humble servant, Edw. Jacob.” 

Dear Doctor, Favershavi^ May ^O, 1773- 

“ The MS. you sent for my perusal was undoubtedly Fihner 
Soutliouse’s. I have perused him carefully, and find some new 
information, though not much, as Lewis had perused it, and 
made good use of it, and myself had collected whatever he says 

# On the subject of the Cbesnut being indigenous in this Kingdom. 
See the Literary Anecdotes," vol. VL p. 335* 

f The first Edition of ** Anecdotes of British Topography.” 
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of the Town, It is the very book I have been in search of these 
30 years. It was in Godfrey's Library, which Mi% West bought, 
but could not be found there on enquiry some years since 

I am in the same situation as 1 was when I acquired his 
Father’s Monasticon with his MS notes, disappointed in both. 
There is in it ^ An Account of the Riches of the Church in 1556 f 
and I have one before the Reformation, so have transcribed that, 
and taken copies of the few Arms 1 had not before, that were in 
the windows. All his Momimental Inscriptions are in Lewis, so 
that you Will perceive, though it is a rarity as a MS. yet as it has 
mostly been printed, it is not of the use one might wish j yet, 
as a local curiosity, I should like to have it, if you would choose 
to part with it, us I have Ins Notes on the Monasticon, and his 
very curious book of painted Kentish Arms bought at Mr. 
Webb's Sale. 

Thanks for your account of the Tradescants. I have the 
Catalogue without the Keads 5 wish they had been there, as they 
would have been much at your service. This conics by means 
of a Friend, carefully I doubt not. I should have been glad to 
see you under oiy roof on the Visitation 5 as that cannot be, I 
will, if possible, see how you are when at Canterbury. In the 
interim, I am your obliged humble servant, Edw, Jacob. 

From Walteh JoHNSONf, Esq. 

“ VVoHTHY DoCToa, SpaldiJig) X)cc. 7, 1754. 

“ As in your obliging Lrctter to my Father you desire an early 
answer, 1 have the pleasure at his instance (who hath long been 
much indisposed, and as yet continues unable to write himself), 
to acknowledge that favour received in due time, with the inge- 
nious account of your * Tour through Normandy,’ with your 
judicious remarks thereon, which he did us the pleasure at our 
last meeting on Thursday at our Society to communicate, and 
which gave us great pleasure. 

What notices may from his Collections in any ways con¬ 
tribute to illustrate our Norman Antiquities, he will, when able, 
himself send you an. account of. They may some of them prove 
the more worthy your notice, as Ivo Talbois, Earl of Anjou, was 
I,.ord of this place, and of all the remains of the Mercian King¬ 
dom, in the right of the Lady Lucy his wife. Countess of Lin¬ 
coln and Leicester, and Lady of Coventry, and the Patron of this 
rich Benedictine Monastery, which, as Ingulphus Abbot of Croy- 
land reports at large, he injuriously asserted against the Abbot 
of Croyland, and by favour of his Uncle William the Conqueror, 
whose Sister’s Son he was, subjected oar Convent here to his 
Abbey of St. Nicholas at Aungiers. 

Indorsed, Presented this MS. to Mr. Jacob. It is an 8vo, with 
drawings of some Monuments, &c. lon^ since destroyed, and is of the 
hind^writing of Filmer Southouse, Steward of the Court at Feversham, 
AD noi. A, C.D.’' 

f Of wham see the ** Literary Anecdotes,*’ vol. VL p. 93. 


On 
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On scouring out the channel of the River Welland, which 
runs through this town, and was a navigable creek to the sea 
(not many years since), were found and produced at our meet¬ 
ings many matters, some of which he takes to be Norman. 

That Lady, and her after-husband Earl of Lincoln, resided 
at her Castle here, where Ivo Talbois (and she long after) died, 
and were buried near the High Altai' at the Conventual Church, 
of which Church he hath a drawing on vellum or parchment, 
very ancient. Nothing is now remaining of the said Church 
or Castle, save the Foss of the Keep, and some mins of the great 
Gate and Office of the Convent. 

The true descent of this Ivo Talbois Earl of Anjou, my 
Father certainly knows not, hut from some ^ Memoirs of the 
Family of Sablon in Normandy,' and what Dodsworth hath said 
of him in the first Monasticon Anglkanunij nor when or upon 
what occasion this Castle was demolished. 

He hath presented several carved stones, which came out of 
the Castle and Foundations of the Conventual Church j and 
amongst his Collection of Coins, hath several brass or copper 
pieces of different sizes, and very vai'inus figures (some of which 
seem to he Norman), dug out of the Castle Fields, the Abbey 
Yard, and out of the bed of the River Welland, of which, as soon 
as he shall be able, be will send you a farther accotuit. These pieces, 
coromonly esteemed jettons, or counters, were (as several of the 
Venetians, and likewise of the Hans Towns), he supposes, by 
their being found in such plenty, here used in trafiick. 

We join in services to yourself and to the Antiquarian Society, 
whom my Father says, if he can serve in relation to your under¬ 
taking, he will most willingly do it. 1 am. Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, Walter Johnson." 


Rev, Dr. Benj, Kennicott^ to Dr. Ducarel. 

Sir, SepL fi, IT^L 

I thank you for your obliging letter of the 29th of last 
month, particularly about Mr. Meerman's intentions. I hope 
to send the answer To his enquiries some time next week, and 
shall, at last, 1 pei'suade myself, satisfy him on that point 
"Any accounts of Hebrew MSS. which your regard for my 
Work and me shall very kindly procure, either from Sweden, or 
Gottingen, or Brunswick, or any other place, will be highly ac¬ 
ceptable.—When I revisit l.iondon next Winter, I shall not forget 
my first volume, in testimony of my obligations. 

" I was lately favoured with a very obliging letter from Mr. 
A. Hervey Mi lies, whom you invited to meet me at your table. 
As you are his intimate acquaintance, and, I presume, see him 
firequently, I beg you to express my best thanks to him in retuni 
for the civility of his Letter, and for his wishes to assist my Work. 

*' 1 here inclose two copies of the Latin Proposals, agreeably 
to your friendly request; and am, Sir, B. Kennicott." 

^ See the “ Literary Anecdotes," vol- VII* pp. 314. 608. 

Letters 
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Letters to and from Sir George Lee*. 

To Dr, Ducahel, 

Sib, James's Square, July 10, 175S- 

Having, in conversation with my Lord Chaneellor, mentioned 
that I bad seen Sir Nathaniel Lloyd*s ^ Account of Lord Keeper 
Wrjghte*B Decree upon the Dissolution of the Savoy,* his Lord- 
ship expressed a great desire to see it ^ and begged 1 would endea¬ 
vour to procure him a copy of it* 1 shall be very much obliged 
to you if you can supply me with a copy for my Lord Chancel¬ 
lor’s use. I shall go out of town next Saturday, but shsdl return 
again in five or six days* I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. Geo. Lik/’ 

To the Right Hon. Sir Geobge Lee* 

« Si», ^nly 11, 17h5. 

I am very sorry I happened to be out yesterday when your 
servant brought your most obliging Lietter, in answer to which 
I have herewith taken the liberty of sending you a copy of Sir 
Nath* Lloyd’s ' Account of Lord Keeper Wrighte’s Decree upon 
the Dissolution of the Savoy,' for the use of my Lord ChanceUor j 
aud if you are desirous of one for yourself, be pleased, Sir, to 
command it at any time. To this. Sir, give me leave to add, that 
I know where some old Records and Statutes relating to the 
Savoy might be found, if such were thought necessary to be 
consulted at this time* 

'*^1 ana veiy glad. Sir, I had an opportuity of conveying these 
papers to your hands before you went into the Country* I 
heartily wish you a pleasant journey, and beg leave to subscribe 
myself your most obedient servant, A. C, Ducaebl, 


To Dr* Doc ABEL* 

« SiE, SL James's Square, July 11, 1755. 

1 return you a gi'eat many thanks for your very obliging 
Letter, and for the copy of Lord Keeper Wriglite’s Sentence, &c* 
which I Shan send to my Lord Chancellor's. When you are quite 
at leisure, I shall be glad to have a copy of it for my own use j 
but I beg you wEl not let me interfere with any^ other business, 
I will inform his Lordship of what you mention concerning 
Records and Statutes relating to the Savoy* Possibly they may 
be of use on the Trial of the Curate of the Savoy now in ciii- 
tody, if he should put his defence upon a right of jurisdiction.^^ 

" I am, with great regard, &c* Geo* Lse. 

* This eminent Civilian was educated at Christ Church, Oxford ; 
B* C. L* 1754; D. C. L* and admitted at Doctors Commons, OcL 23, 
J729. He was elected M P. for Brackley in 1734, and a^ain in 1741; 
appoinied a Commissioner of the Admiralty in 1T43 ; elected M. P* for 
Leskard in 1747; and for Launceston in 1754. In 1751, ^ 

Or* John Bsttesworth, ha obtained the offices of Dean and OmciaL Priti- 
einal of the Arches, and Judge of the Prerogative Court of Canterbuo', 
with the tide of a Knight, and the dignity of a Privy Coutisellori and 
died Dee. 18, 1158, aged G4. See more of him in the “ Literaiy Anec¬ 
dotes," vol. VII. pp. S36. CIS. 

VoL. IV. U o M r. 


Uo 




^58 ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE, 

Mr. William Massey to Dr, Ducareu 

" WemdswoTth^ Fel». 16^ 1754* 

** I ana very much obliged to you. Doctor, for the hints you 
have given me in your kind letter, and beg the continuance of 
your further notices. The quotation from Hlckes's Thesaiirua 
indicates, that the Reed (Calamus) was used to write withal, 
when Eadwin's picture was drawn j but 1 want to know when 
QuiU-pens were first introduced 3 and 1 request your observation 
in reading books above 300 years old, in Latin or French (I thtnk. 
Doctor, you understand FrmchJ^ where you find penna^ or piuma, 
or une plumBt put for a pen, I imagine Mr, Wanley is wrong in 
joining the epithet Metallinumf to Calamum; for, if it were an 
iron style that Eadwin held in one hand, what occasion had he 
for a penknife in the other ? 

“If I could bs certain that sonie of the plates in your oM 
book were copper, and that they were engraved in England, I 
should gain several years to my former reckoning, Pi'ay be so 
good as £0 examine that particular critically for me f and, if you 
can, discover any name of the sculptor upon them* 

“ I should think that the word friquadruju in the Inscriptiou 
signifiea no more than ; supposing the MS text to be 

divided into three columns; which, as I have not seen, I cannot 
be positive in* Triquadrus is a corruption of triquHms, i, e, 
threefold, or tripartite; Holioke and Littleton cite Cerd 7 for 
their authority* So that the Inscription may in English be thus 
rendered : Mailbrite Mac-Durnan has well (or woithily) expounded 
this Booh of OUT Lord (expressed) in three colutms, 

** If this explanation should be any way satisfactory, I shall be 
glad, who am, with due respect, your real friend, W. Massey*'* 

“ De. Docahei., Wandsworth, March S6, 1754* 

“ Your favours of the 2 ^d instant lie before me. As the MS* 
was not divided into three columns, it is very probable, you have 
hit upon the sense of the word iriquadrum, rinless, as I have 
since been thinking, it relates to a threefold explanation of the 
text; for writers of those times were fond of such interpreta¬ 
tions, by giving a literal, analytical, analogical, &c. exposition 
of the Scriptures 3 but this I only .offer as a second suggestion* 
1 have likewise been enquiring after this Mailbright 3 who and 
what he was, but do not find that any of our Biographers men¬ 
tion his name* I am obliged to you for the information about 
Edwin, and further request of you, when your leisure will per¬ 
mit, to let me know, if you can, at what time our Court and 
Chancery Hands were first used ; or, of what date the oldest 
specimens that you have seen of them are 3 and also in what 
Courts they are now principally continued. But if I should 
come to town in the interval^ 1 will take the freedom to call 

* See Dr, Ducarel's Note in p- 6G0, 

+ ** By I be bye, Metaliinum is a barbarous word." W*M, 

{ La Cerda was a Spanish Jesuit, who wrote three volumes of Cum* 
pvantarUt upon 


upon 
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upon you^ when we may talk more drcumstanUally, in a few 
minutes, sucli matters, than can be done by much writing. 

The benefit 1 reap from yonr correspondence shall always 
be gratefully acknowledged by 

Your obliged friend, W» Massey/* 

“Dk. Due AH el, WandmoTthj June ^4, 1754. 

" I promised to give you some account of the mock election 
for Garrat, a district within the compass of the Parish of Wands¬ 
worth, 1 have been informed, that about 60 or 70 years ago, 
some watermen belonging to this Town went to the Leather 
Bottle, a public house at Garratt, to spend a merry day, which 
being the time of a general election for Members of Parliament, 
in the midst of their froliek they took it into their heads to 
chuse one of their company a Representative for that place j and, 
having gone through the usual ceremonies of an election, as 
well as the occasion would permit, he was declared duly elected. 
Whether the whimsical custom of swearing the electors upon a 
brick-bat, ' quod rem cum aliqua muliere, intra limites istiua 
pagi, habuissent,’ was then first established, or that it was a 
waggish after~thought, J cannot determine, but it has been re¬ 
garded, as the due qualification of the electors for many elections 
last past. 

This local usage, from that small beginning, has had a 
gradual increase > for no great account was made of it, that 
can remember, or hear of, before the two elections preceding 
this last, which has been performed with uncommon pomp and 
magnificence, in the plebeian mode of pageantry. And as it has 
been taken notice of in our public newspapers, it may probably 
have a run, through those channels, to many parts of the king¬ 
dom, and in time become the enquiry of the curious, when and 
why such a mock usage was commenced, 

I have herewith sent you copies of some of the hand-bills of 
the Candidates, that were printed and plentifully dispersed {in 
imitation of the grand monde) before the election came on, by 
which you may judge of the humour in which the other parts 
of it were conducted. Their pseudo titles, as you will observe, 
are Lord Twankum^ Squire Blom-me^downj and Squire Guhblns^ 
Lord Twankutn*s right name is John Gardiner, and is grave¬ 
digger to this parish ; Blow-me-down*8 is ,,,. Willis, a water¬ 
man ; and Squire Gubbins, whose name is . *,, Simraonds, keeps 
a public-house, the sign of the Gubbins* Head, in Blackman- 
street, Southwark. 

Some time hence, perhaps also, it may be a. matter of en¬ 
quiry what is meant by the Gubbins' Head, This Simmoiids 
formerly lived at Wandsworth, and went from hence to keep a 
public-house in Blackman-street, who being a droll companion, 
in what is called low-life, several of his old acquaintance of this 
town used to call at his house, when they were in London, to 
drink a pot or two ■ and, as lie generally had some cold pro¬ 
visions (which by,a ^nt name he usually called his Gubbins), 

" u v2 he 
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he made them welcome to such as he had, from whence he ob¬ 
tained that name; and putting up a man's head for the sign, it 
was called the GMins' Head. A hundred yearn hence, perbaps, 
if some knowledge of the occasion of the name of this sign should 
not be preserved in writing, our future Antiquaries might puzzle 
themselves to find out the meaning of it. 1 make no question, 
but that we have many elaborate Dissertations upon antique 
subjects, whose originals, being obscure or whimsy, like this, 
were never truly discovered. This leads me to the commenda¬ 
tion of the utility of your design in recording singular accidents, 
and odd usa°^es^ tbe causes and origin of which might otherwise 
be lost in a long tract of time. But I am afraid. Doctor, 1 have 
tired you with this trifling narrative, which I could not conve¬ 
niently make shorter 5 however, if you can pick any thing out 
of it that will any way contribute to your purpose, i snail be 
pleased, and the rest you may number amongst the useless 

scribbles of your obliged friend, 

f^^aTid$woTthi^^J CaL 1750i 

“ Exacto jam et paiil5 amplihs mense, mi Ducarelle, iebre 
sum correptus, nondumiiue ex ea prorshs convalui j adhuc cum 
medicis mihi res est, sed spero me brevi eorum re- 

nunciaturum. Ex tuis proximis literis iperce^imeum tndicem a 
te comprobari, quod non mini mo me afficit gaudio, quippe tuo 
indicio bahd parhm ti ibuendum censeo. Opera viri clarissmu 
Jacobi Ware, quae tuus Aniicus Colcestriensis, me^i caush, per- 
huraanit^r memorat, mihi nunqnam videre contigit j nullus 
tainen dubita, quin alicubi apud familiares meos reperiero, ut 
consulam eiim locum, qui videtur ad meam rem apprlm^ spec- 
tare, Vale, vir candidissinie, atque me* ut soles, amare pergas, 

nnT.T KT.. M AS SXY 


Sir Christopher MEiCHAN't' to Dr. Ducaeel. 

Fnru, Cour de Rouan Quartier , 
DfiAa biE, jiindre des ArcSf Jan, 21, 1763, 

'' I am honoured with your kind letter of 30th December, 
for which I would have thanked you sooner, had not a desperate 
cold, the malady of half Paris, engaged me for some days and 

* Indorsed by Dr. Ducarel, " Mr. Massey fa Quaker and Schoolmaster), 
his letter to me on tiiy approbution of hia book, * Corroptae Latin it aus 
Imlei, 1755, 8vo,’—In the Literary Anecdotes/'voUV, p. 5351, iS'aLatm 
Epitaoli written by Mr, Massey on his Friend Mr, Araei, . * 

f This eminent Pbysiciai^ was a Knight of the noble Order of Christ, 
and a Member of the Academy of Sciences at Rouen, He was the Author 
of A Treatise on the Nature and Powers of the Bath and Waters 
of Bareges 1 in which their precise Virtues for the Cure of Gunshot 
Wounds, with all their Complications of inveterate Ulcers* &c, &c. S i64, 
8vo. to which was annexed a Letter from the philanthropic Dr, Hales 
to William Morehead, Esq. in commendation of a former Editmn of the 
same Treatise, The Work is very ably noticed, as is a Letter 
from an English Officer at BarepfeSi dated Au^, 20, 1764, in the Montoly 

Review, vol. XXXL p* 196. , , 

nights } 
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nights j after which Mons. Earthelemi, the most occupied man 
alivcj has caused a delay, by constantly piomising to sentl me a 
letter with some pamjjhlets for you ; and I knowing how agree¬ 
able such a present would prove^ have waited till now; but, as 
he continues still to repeat the same, even this morning, and 
afterwards went to Versailles, without sending me any thing, I, 
at length, gratify myself in presenting you my most grateful ac¬ 
knowledgments for your generous and friendly attention to my 
being admitted into your Royal Society, Things happened as if 
they had been foreseen, for a month before your giving me 
notice. Messieurs Le Cat, Morand, Dejussieu, and Boyer, four of 
your most respectable foreign members, with whom I have been 
in intimate con^espendence for twenty yearn past, honoured me 
with their recommendations, which were sent to Dr. Morton, 
Secretary to the Society, and I have had an account of his having 
received them. Let me entreat you then, dear Sir, to continue 
your good offices towards me, and to join with him and with 
other friends, if necessary, to get the affair finished in due time. 
1 shall ever feel the obligation. The sooner it is done, I think, 
the better, least delay should make any imagine a difficulty in 
my obtaining the recommendations required. 

While 1 was in the Country, and before ray receiving your 
letter for three copies of * Medailles des Rob qui n’ont pas 
publi^es par Pellcrin,' Mons. de Bure, bookseller here, had sent 
his case of books to Mr. DucareJ, in which 1 therefore could 
send only two copies of ^ Theorie des Imp 6 ts/ as you had de¬ 
sired, for the * Nobiliaire de Normandie, la basse comprise,' I 
had not found } but the other day, in seeing Mons. de Bure, he 
shewed me one intituled thus, ^ Nobiliaire de Normandie, con- 
tenant les Armes, Blasons, Noras, et Qualit^s, de cette Province, 
haute et basse ; par Louis Chevillard, grand, in fol. grave ; prix 
deux Louis d'ors/ It is ill engraved. 

Be assured that I will watch the first safe oppoi'tunity of 
sending you your ^ Recueil des Rois peu connus/ three copies. 
Notwithstanding Mr. Barthelerai's unexactness till now, winch 
1 impute to hurry, am persuaded that 1 shall have a letter from 
him, with his present of pamphlets, particularly the Turin Isis, 
to send you at the same time. I flatter myself you will have the 
whole before fifteen days. Honour me with what commissions 
you please, and depend on my zeal, &c. 

1 will in my next give you an account of a Collection of 
shells, corals, and marine plants, to be sold, also of a heap of 
Coins, French, Spanish, German, and English, eighty marks, in 
silver, to be disposed of. I am to go to see them, as soon as 
the weather permits stirring out. The cold is intense and con¬ 
stant ; it is by Reaumur's Thermometer at eleven, which is a 
degree more than in the year 1740. 

Here is nothing new at present in the literaiy way.—My 
address is always good : Cour de Roiian, qiiartier St. Andre des 
Arcs k Paris.—Friends at Muids are well, i will soon write to him. 

I pmy 
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I pray my most humble respects to your Lady^ and be as¬ 
sured that nothing can be added to the distinguished sentiments 
wherewith I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most humble obedient servant^ Cnn. Meiohak* 

Partsf Jpril 3, 1763, 

** As it was desired, certificates in my behalf were sent and 
deli^^ered to Dr. Morton, from four learned Members in this 
country, of your illustrious Society, Messieurs Dejussieu, Boyer, 
Morand, and 1-^ Cat, whose suffrages, at all events; can but do 
me honour, yet I am not well informed, whether 1 be proposed 
as a Foreign or a Biitish subject; the one is rendered specious 
by my living so much abroad, but the other is a native title, and, 
indeed, 1 am highly flattered by any new tie which I can con¬ 
tract w'ith ray glorious Country. ^ 

Full of this just sentiment, I have been sometimes asked, 
why I live elsewhere ? for which I assign habit, a perverter of 
Nature; also social connexions, which, with time, form engage¬ 
ments of true agreeable friendships, though between strangers; 
and, withal, by being on the Continent, J enjoy a facility of 
visiting different countries, which has had great seducements 

for me. ^ ^ i.* 

At this very juncture I strongly feel the impulse or this pas¬ 
sion of travelling, being on the point of concluding with a veiy 
ingenious learned gentleman, particularly versed in botanic sci¬ 
ence, the party of traversing the Pyrenees, from Perpignan to 
Bayonne, in examining the plants peculiar to such a moun¬ 
tainous region, the mineral fountains, as those named les 
bonnes, those of Cauterez, and many others, which, besides tlie 
famous Springs of Bareges, abound there; in searching the variom 
Minerals and Fossils; in observing the difference of the climes In 
hwh and low situations, as well as their influence on the consti¬ 
tutions and health t>^ tbe inhabitants ; in remarking their genius 
and manners relating to their country, so fevourable by its cir¬ 
cumstances to a spirit of liberty, and, compamtively with those 
of their neighbours in the plains, accessible to all the grievances 
of despotic government. In short, our plan is, to attempt col¬ 
lecting genuine materials for a natural and civil history of this 
mountainous part of the globe, applicable to others of the same 
kind; and if the endeavours whereon we are bent succeed, they 
will contribute in some measure to useful and curious knowledge. 
Meanwhile this undertaking requiring many dispositions, occu¬ 
pies me so much, that 1 have not the wished-for time of writing 
to you as often as I should, nor of giving you accounts, such as 
they may be, of the litemry productions among this easy-to-be- 
amused people. Truly, a great part consists in what they them¬ 
selves term frivolity, dramatic performances ffill of w'ords, and 
chimerical poetry. 

As to subjects in the antiquarian way, they are rare here. 
Modernness only is thought of, and therein the discoveries are 
profuse. A person lucky enough to find out any novelty for the 
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manner of dressing hairj would certainly be more generally ap¬ 
plauded than he who could be so happy as to explain to satisfac- 
all the Egyptian hieroglyph! cks. 

I sometimes meet Abb^ Barthelemi, who has nothing new. 
He becomes too much a courtier j has not yet given me the 
pamphlets for you, but is the most promising gentleman 1 know. 

An acquaintanee which I have made with Mans, Duhodent^ 
particularly rich in medals, affords me vast satisfaction. He is 
a learned, communicative, modest; antiquary. If you think of 
purchasing, as you mentioned, a collection of shells^ or other 
jiatui-al curiosities, he is also very capable of assisting me in per- 
foi'ming your commifisious. Such are frequently sold here at 
reasonable prices 3 but it will be necessary to inform me in ge¬ 
neral, of the quantity, kinds, and the expence you would go to. 

Monsieur Pellerin is a man of high merit. Will not his 
late volumes ' Des Villes Grecques* interest you, as well as his 
' Re^ueil des Rois pea connus The three volumes cost two 
louis d*ors. You know that J am at your service on all occasions. 
I have procured you Chevi Hard’s * Nobiliaire de Noimandie, 
haute et basse/ the only one to be purchased in Paris 3 you will 
receive it as soon as possible. We expect soon, and with the 
desires due to Count Caylus's productions, his 5th volume, 
' Dtis Antiquitds Grecques et Rooiaines/ There is a w'ork 
under press, to consist of two volumes folio, composed by 
Don Mangard, Benedict in, and heretofore Antiquary of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine. It is an ample instruction and guide to 
the Science of Medals, with a number of plates, in which nothing 
rare. Though it be not yet publickly di\'ulged, I can give you 
the agreeable information, that you will, in some time, see all 
the King of France’s gold medals, finely engraven. 

I am not to forget telling you that Mons* Du Veaux's famous 
Cabinet of Medals is to be sold- Sixty thousand livres have been 
already offered. It ia to be wished, for the advantage of com¬ 
pleting other Collections, that it were sold in retail. An Abb 6 , 
very capable of the undertaking, is about giving a curious Edition 
of the celebrated ' Roman de la Rose.’ 

"" The visit of Messrs- Barthelemi and Duhorlent, just entered 
my room, hinders iny saying more at present. The former de¬ 
sires me to present you his best compliments, to plead excuses 
in his behalf 3 and, he almost swears, that you shall soon have 
the pamphlets, with a Dissertation in the bargain, which he read 
the last winter at the Acaddmie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres- 
" If 1 have the honour and good fate of being admitted into 
your illustrious Royal Society, Mr, Morehead* or Counsellor 
Duane f will immediately pay the twenty-five pounds for my ac¬ 
count, it being more convenient for me, who live abroad, to 
acquit them at once. 

* See p. €65. 

f Of whom see the Literary AuecdoUi/' voL VII* pp. J J£f, S5S- 

' Adieu, 
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" Adieu, my dear Sir* 1 wi31, as soon as possible, begin writing 
to you again, inform you of some thin^ I intended to add here, 
and by making myseif amends for the interruption nov?, haire 
the honour and pleasure of repeating to you the distinguished 
ientimentSj wherewith I sincerely ara. Sir, 

" Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Christ, Msiqhan " 
Dear Sir, Dieppe, Dec. SI, 1764 

Duke Charles of Lorraine was, unluckily for me, set out for 
Vienna before my arrival at Brussels, so that my journey thither 
procured me only the advantage of seeing some acquaintance I 
have there, and of fully executing your commands concerning 
the Heralds’ Office, the state of which is as follows : ' Chambre 
Heraldique qiii se tient rue du Lombard ^ Bruxelles chdz le pre¬ 
mier Roy d’Armes. Andre Francois Joseph Jacrens, Conseillor 
de sa Majestd rimperatrice Reine et Lieutenant premier Roy 
d’Annes dit Toison d’or. Barthelemy JosepJi Jacrens Roy et 
Heraut d'Armes de la Province et Duch 6 de Luxembourg et 
Comtd de Chiny, Jacques Joseph Francois de Grez, Roy et 
Heraut d’Armes de la Province et Duchds de Lothier ec de Bxa^ 
brant. Bartholemy de Donckens, Roy et Heraut d’Armes de la 
Province et Seigneure de Malines.' 

These being the different gentlemen for the Heraldry of that 
Country, you may write to whichever of them appears best for 
your purpose, and inclose your letter to any of the following 
Bankers, u'ith directions to delh'er it, and engage for payment 
of the expences of the office. You will readily find at London 
a merchant to recommend the affair to one of them: Madame 
Netline, banquierre de la Cour h. Bruxelles; Mons de Pester 5 
Mons. Menu aussi, banqulcrs k Bruxelles. 

A gentleman come from Rouen tells me that your good 
Uncle Mons. de Villette being in that town some time ago, 
was seized with a disorder (whereof he can give me no account), 
that he lay ill there during fifteen days, and was carried to Miiids 
io a litter carnage. 1 wish nothing worse may have happened 
since. When I go into that countiy, which will be ere long, I 
shall see in what state he is, and inform you thereof. 

1 know your generous friendship to me so well, that it Is 
needless to recommend to you my interest at the Royal Society. 
Mr, Duane wrote to me that my Certificate being read there, 
appeared to be well received, i rely on your kind zeal and 
activity for my success—muster all your friends.—Pray command 
me wherever I be.—-My constant address is, cl Calau, 

I am, with every respectful sentiment, dear Sir, your most 
assured and most obedient humble servant, Chr. Mrighak* 
Dear Sir, Dieppe, Sept. 1 , 177L 

Some weeks ago I had the honour of writing to you j a con¬ 
fidence in your good offices, which your kindness to me on every 
occasion produced, led me to request that you would consider 
the merits of Mons. L'Abbd Fontaine’s Tmnslation of Horace's 

Odes, 
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Odes, in penising the specimen which I addressed to Mr, Duane^ 
and let me know if Mr* Vaillant or other bookseller will under¬ 
take printing the work. Another favour ivhich I requested, and 
again request most earnestly, is your employing' all your ijiterest 
to have Monsieur Houard elected a Member of your Royal 
Society* He is a man of known learning and unexceptionable 
character. Hereby you will render me, dear Sir, the greatest 
service; for he is charged with a law-suit very important to my 
wife's family; and this lionour, which he covets much, being 
obtained for him, will excite his zeal in pursuing it. I told him 
that my application would be to you* He is already Member 
of the Acad^mie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres at Paris* If 
you can effect this soon, you will lay me under a high obligation, 
Mr* Duane will employ his interest with yours* 

' ^ The harvest in this country is hurt by the almost constant 
rains. We have not had eight days of summer weather. The 
fine regiment named Gteiiadiers de France^ was reformed three 
days ago* Many Other reforms are talked of, in older to oecono- 
mize. The fate of tlie remaining Parliaments is daily expected. 

I find the name Haivvyn in Rymer* Is there no such family 
in England or in Scotland ? I have the honour to be, on all 
occasions, Chb, Meighan ” 

William Morehead, Esq. to Dr. Ducarel. 

" Dear Sir, Leyhourney Aug. 2, 1764. 

I should have had the pleasure of paying you a visit at Doc¬ 
tors Commons before this, but soon after 1 dined with you last, 
Mr* Morehead set out for this place, which he has taken for this 
season from Mr. Whitworth* 1 shall take it as a great favour if 
you will enquire at the proper office what provision Sir John 
Phillips, who died about a month ago, has made for his daugh¬ 
ters by his last will, and let me know by a line directed for me 
at Ley bourne, near Maidstone, Kent, by the first opportunity, 
after you have made that enquiry* I make no apology for giving 
you this trouble, as I am well acquainted with your readiness to 
oblige your friends* The first time I go to town, I shall wait upon 
you, and repay you the trifling expence it may have cost you* 

** A few days ago I went to see a very curious piece of anti¬ 
quity near Aylesford. It consists of three immense rude stones 
of about IS feet square, and two feet thick, set upon their edges 
80 as to form two sides and a back, with another stone of the 
same size laid upon the top by way of roof. There is no appear¬ 
ance of any tool having been used upon the stones, which are 
very different from any that are to be found in this county* It 
is said to be the monument of Cartigern the son of Vortigera, 
who was killed at this place, in a battle against the Saxon 
Princes Hengist and Horsa^* 1 shall be glad to know if you 
have seen this monument, and what your opinion of it is. 

I am, &c, Wm. Morehead.” 

* Kit'i Coty House, eng:rftved in Tborpe's Cuitumale Roffense, PL IV, 

From 
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From Mr. Joseph Nicolson*. 

Sir, Haiokesdale, Dec. 

“ r take this first opportunity after my getting home from 
Worcester, to return my most hearty thanks for your obliging 
favour, and Life of the indefatigable Browne Willis, Esq. in 
which the Dean of Worcester f joins me, 

f am very glad that the account of the Vicarages in this 
Diocese is agreeable to you* Some unlucky accidents at that 
time prevented my shewing it to our very worthy Bishop}, and 
consequently lost the advantage of his judicious remarks, which 
truly 1 regretted much. 

Several of Bishop Nicolson's § original MSS, are in my pos¬ 
session, and copies of a good many more; and indeed whatever 
came in my way relating to this Diocese, has been always care^ 
fully preserved, so that 1 have a pretty good stock of materials 
for a general history thereof, and would with great readiness 
communicate them without reserve to any pi oper person that 
would undertake the work* 

** If you are so good as to send the Dean of Worcester and 
me copies of that part of your w'ork which you mention, please 
To send them to Mr* Stanley Crowder's, in Paternoster-row, to 
be fomarded to Mr, Alexander Campbell, bookseller, in Carlisle* 
Your most obedient, Jos* Nicolson," 


Rev. Dr. Humphrey OwEN[j to Dr. Ducarel. 

“ Worthy Sir, Jesus College, Osford, Jultf 4, 1759, 

“ ] am desired, by a particular friend of mine, and an intimate 
acquaintance of the late Dr* Edmunds, to beg the favour of you 
to inform us whether there are not reposited in the Lambeth 
Libiary original Terriers of all the Livings in England, or at 

^ Nephew o( the learned Bishop i>f Carlisle, and Author, jointly with 
Dr. Richard Barn, of The History and Antiquities of VVest morel and 
and Cumberland, 1T77," 2 voh* 4tci, 
f The Rev, John VVaugb, son of the Bishop of Carlisle* He was of 
Queeifs College, Ojiford | M* A, 17^7; D* C* L. 1734 ; Chancellor of 
the Diocese of Carlisle j and in 1751 Dean of Worcester* His know¬ 
ledge of the Civil and Canon Law was extensive; and he was a wry s^reat 
assistant to Dr, Burn, in his useful publication on the AdministraCion of 
Justice, During the siege of Carlisle, in 1745, Dr* Waugh was eminently 
useful to the King's Forces, on which account he was preferred to the 
Deanry of Worcester* He published one Sermon, preached for the Wor¬ 
cester Infirmary, 1751* and died m 17^5, and was buried in the Lady 
Chapel of that Cathedral, } Dr. Charles Lyttleton, 

§ This able Antiquary, who had been successively Dean and Bishop 
of Carlisle, Bishop of Derry, and Archbishop of Cashell, made many 
valuable Collections relative to Topography rn general, and particularly 
to the Diocese of Carlisle; which proved highly serviceable to his Nephew 
and Dr. Burn, in their above-noticed ** History and Antiquities." His 
Epistolary Correspondence with several eminent Scholars was published 
with Annotations, in 2 vols, Bvo, 1809, by John Nichols. 

11 Of Jesus College, Oxford ; M* A* 1725; B. D* 1734; Head Keeper of 
the Bodleian Library; D. D. and Principal of Jesns College, 1763* He 
died in March 1768, and was buried in the Chapel of kis College, 

Icait 
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least of all the Livings in the Province of Canterbury^ taken by 
order of Archbishop Laud. What he is particularly concerned 
in is the Terrier of Brandeston, alias Brauns ton, in the Deaneiy 
of Daventry and County of Northampton, which might be ser¬ 
viceable to him in an affair with his parishioners, which nearly 
concerns him, Braunston is a living in the patronage of the 
College, and any information he can procui^e may be of ser¬ 
vice to the Society, and particularly agreeable to your humble 
servant, who would at any time be glad to return the favour by 
any seai^ch I can make in the Bodleian Library, or any other 
Repository in Oxford, when required by you. 1 should be 
obliged to you for an answer as soon as your business, &c. will 
allow, directed to me at the Bodleian Libraly, Oxford. We are 
very full of company, and in a great hurry at present, and there¬ 
fore hope you will excuse this hasty application by a person who 
sets out immediately for London, with a Presentation to a Col¬ 
lege Living* (Nutfield in the County of Surrey), and may perhaps 
want your directions for his manner of procL-eding in his affairs. 
I hoj>e you will excuse me for troubling you in tliis manner upon 
so slender an acquamtaucej and am. Sir, &c. Hum. Owen.** 


Henry Rainsdon*!', Esq. to Dr. Ducarel. 

Granada Boml/j Portsmoziik Harbour^ 
Monsieur, Sept. 22, 1758, 

Je prends cette liberty pour avoir Thonneur de vous assurer 
de mes tr^ humbles respects ; ^mais pour des nouvelles de notre 
dernilire expedition je ne puis vous en donner d'autres que vous 
ne sachiez d4j^ sans doute depuis quelque terns. J'eus le malheur 
d'etre Spectateur de ce jour si triste pour tant de braves gens, 
mais je crois queles Francois ne doivent pas s'en vanter beaucoup; 
car leiir perte est bien la plus considerable. Com me notre Vaisseau 
4toit si proche h la terre, je voyois paifaitement bien tout ce qui 
se passoit entre les deux Armies. Outre les bombs dont nous 
les avons donnd plus de quarante h la distance, quand ils apro- 
chbreut nous mettions des petits boulets d'une livre, deux cents 
kla fois, dans le mortier, qui faisoit grand ravage. Nous sommes 
actuellement dans le H^vre pour r^parer les vaisseaux, et on dit 
que nous allons h la Martinique un voyage, qui seroit fort h. mon 
gr6, si J'avois le bonheur gagner un plus grand navire, comme 
il y en a pleusieurs ici qui seront bien-tdt mis en commission ^ 
mais que j'ai cet avantage ou non je ferai toujouis ce que je dois 
faire, pour remplir mon devoir, et pour Thonneur de ia service. 
Comme j'ai eu aasez de bonheur jusqu*k present j’esp^re qu'il 
me suivera jusqa'k la fin, el je suis, avec la plus giand respect. 
Monsieur, 

Votre tr^ humble et tihs obelssant serviteur, H. Rainsdon.*’ 

# Thomas Ellis, Fellow of Jesus College, Oxford ; M. A. 1734 j B, 1>. 
1741 I Rector of Nutfield, 1759, He died Feb. 23, 1792, 
t Indorsed by Dr. PucarehMr. Rainsdon, Surgeon, on lUe Expedi- 
tion to the Coasts of France.^' 

From 
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From the Rev. Dr. William Richardson*. 

“ SiK, Emanuel CoUegej Oci. 27» 174S. 

I have been so much out of order since I received yours, 
that I could not examine my books til! yesterday. Have now 
returned the best answer 1 can to all your queries. Our okl 
Registers are very imperfect, very rarely mention the College; 
and iji the latter end of the sixteenth century there is a total 
chasm for many years. If what I have sent will any wise answer 
your purpose, I shall be glad or if at any time hereafter 1 can 
be of service. Our friend Taylor f went to Lord GranvUe's the 
day after be received yours, and is not yet returned. 

** 1 am. Sir, your most obedient servant, W. Richardson/* 

From Charles Rogers Esq. 

Dear Sib, Laurence Pountnep Lane^ Oct 5,17^35, 

**' Permit me to take this opportunity the returning Mr. Lye's 
Letters affords me of thanking you for your kind communica¬ 
tion of tJiem, but particularly for that of the fine Saxon drawing, 
so valuable for its great antiquity, that by this, and by others 
you. Sir, are acquainted with, it may be proved that the art of 
design was not unknown to us even in the most uncultivated 
ages. This your very ingenious and laudable thought, I hope. 
Sir, you will not permit to vanish away, but will favour the 
publick with those particulars relative to the subject which at 
present are known to yourself alone; and which we may have 
the greater reason to expect, as the excuses of employments and 
avocations cannot be well admitted from a gentleman of Dr. 
Ducarel's eminent industry. 

I should be glad. Sir, of your opinion whether this would 
be sufficient to be engraved at the bottom of the plate: 

^From a Saxon MS. in the Lambeth Library, No. .... of 
“ Adbelmi Episcopi Scireburnensls liber de Virginitate/' 
wrote in the beginning of the eighth centui 7 .] 

And at your leisure to be informed whether Aid helm was not 
Bishop of Shirebura in 70 b, and of the size of MS. as well as 
Number, and also of the size of Mr. Whartons book^ which 
favours will be much esteemed by. Sir, yours, &c. C. Rogers/' 

Mr* N, Salmon^ to the Rev, Francis Wise||. 
SiEj ^pril 3, 17 * • * 

1 take the liberty of an Antiquary to send you three Number* 
which 1 have done upon Essex. The wai’dstaff you will find as 
much lost as yom* horse before you recovered him. The word 
scoring found concerning this staff, puts me upon asking you if 
your scowring may not be I'ead scoring, or cutting out his form. 

* Master of Emariuel College, Cambridge j of whom see the “Literary 
Anecdotes,” voh VII. pp. 381. 663. 

f Dr, John Taylor, the very learned Greek Scholar. 

t Of whom see the ** Literary Anecdotes/' vol. Ill* p* SST. 

5 See hefure in this volume, p. 300 j and the “ Litefary Anecdotes," 
vnl VlLp,433, 

h Of whom see before, p, 433. “ I trouble 
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I trouble you with a Proposal or two that if you see any 
gentleman that will subscribe, you may do me that favour ; for 
I believe -I slull sell few till the whole is done j and if I am to 
Dial<e one bear the charge of Printing another^ it will be tedious 
woi’k. J am told Sir William Maynard will if he were asked. I 
think he is of jQueen's. He is mentioned in Numb* L on Wal¬ 
thamstow. I have a petition. Sir, farther to you to get me a copy 
of the ^ Valor BeneSciorum ’ for Essex, of Edward the First’s time, 
out of the Library. I believe, Sir, a copy might come in a sheet 
of paper by the j>ost. Lord North and Guildford, by youi* in¬ 
terest, would do me the honour. These things I have no pretence 
to askj. but upon the experience of former favours, N. Salmon/* 

William Scott Esq, to Dr, Ducarel. 

“ Crown Courty Kbig-street^ We&tminster^ Sept, £5, 1T67. 

Mr. Scott *3 compliments to Dr. Ducarel, and begs leave to 
acquaint him that when he was at Oxford in the Summer, he 
was desired by the Jlev. Mr. VVilliam Huddesford (Fellow of 
Trinity College, the President's eldest son), to conmiunicate 
what follows to you, for your answer* which will oblige a very 
sensible Antiquary, as I assure you he is, and makes an excellent 
Keeper of the Museum: 

Do you then recollect the particular manner in which the 
murder of Thomas h Becket is represented in the window of the 
Church at Eayeux in Normandy, mentioned in your late pub¬ 
lication.— Mem, In the window of Christ Church Cathedral, 
where this story is depicted, there are several Knights standing 
with drawn swords over the Archbishop's head, who is kneeling 
before an altar, behind which is a monk spreading his hands, as 
if to prevent the act they intend. In the Library at Trinity 
College is the figure of a Bishop, with the handle of a sword or 
knife sticking out of his forehead/ ” 

The Hon, John Sheeard to Dr. Ducarel, 

" Dear Ducarel, j^pril 6, 1736. 

Last night ended the grand debate concerning the Mort¬ 
main Bill in the House of Commons. There were three questions 
put upon it by the Speaker j viz. Whether the two Universities 
should be excepted out of the said Bill ? which was carried in the 
affirmative by a great majority, against 100 and about 20 or 
SO odd. The speakers for it was Tigribus Jgni of both parties, 

• Afterwards the Right Hon. Sir William Scott* Knight, IXC.L. F.R.S. 
andF. S. A. This eminently distinguished Civilian has for many years 
been one of the ReprcsentatiTes in Parliament for the University of Ox¬ 
ford i and has lon^, with consummate ability and integrity, filled ine ini- 
partant omces of Judgre of the High Court of Admiralty of England, Vicar- 
General to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Master of the Faculties, Chan¬ 
cellor of ^ the Diocese of London, Commissary' of the City aiul Diocese of 
Canterbury and London, and a'Lord of Trade and Plantations ; and in all 
these di"^nified situations has acquired the highest reputation.—This brief 
note was written, and the page which contains it actually passing through 
the press, when the venerable Jud^e was most deservedly honoured by hiS 
Sovereign with a Peerage, by the title of Baron Slowelb of Stowell. 
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Sir Robert Walpole, Shippen, &c. &c. I was not there myself; 

but this is the account I have heard of it. When the debate 
begaOj one Mr, Griffith insisted upon the galleales being cleared 
from all the biack coats and banded gentlemen. Though the 
house rang with noes against it, the gentleman insisted upon hia 
motion, it being a standing order of the House, that any Member 
might insist upon the House being cleared of strangers. The 
parsons were all turned out y and afterwards some of them get¬ 
ting in again, Mr, Griffith routed them a second lime. In this 
point I think the University are greatly the better for the Bill; 
for as all other corporated bodies are now made incapable of re¬ 
ceiving any benefaction but in the life-time of the donor, all such 
persons who shall hereafter be disposed to leave charities at their 
deaths, will be necessitated to leave those charitfes to one of the 
Universities, because no other corporated bodies can receive them. 

The next question was—Whether the number of livings be¬ 
longing to Colleges should be limited, and in what manner ? 
After some debates thereon the House came to this resolution, viz. 
That every College might ha^e as many Livings worth XOOZ, a 
a year or more) as should equal the number of their Fellow¬ 
ships, Those of less value than 100^, per annum should not 
be reckoned in that number, if such Colleges as had already got 
more Livings than half the number of their fellowships should 
not be obliged to sell any of them; but they should buy no more. 
Such as have less than that number, might purchase till they 
came to that number, and might after change them, in order to 
increase their value, as they thought proper. 

The third question was—What should be done with the small 
I livings ? But the gentleman that gave me my information, 
could give no clear account of tha^ matter, so you must excuse 
me if 1 here leave you in the dark. But 1 think that matter was 
pretty well settled by the Resolutions of the House on the second 
question, and that is, that they might either change them for 
larger, or sell them in order to purchase larger, 

I am informed that the Christ Church people are little dis¬ 
pleased with Loi'd Cornbujy for informing the House that there 
were 90 Advow^sons belonging to that College, when in reality 
there are but eight above lOOL per a 7 imm* 

This bill, which was brought in by the Master of the Rolls, 
is chiefly supported by young Members, ^vho have been Members 
of the Universities, Some came veiy lately from Oxford, 

** I have enquired about the supposed death of Mr, Watson, 
but have reason to believe that the new'spapers were the only in-* 
struments of his death, and killed him only to fill up their papers, 
" Youis, ’ LSheraed^/' 

* ^coad SQTi of Philip die second, and brother to Bennet and Robert 
the third and fourth Eads of Harborough, He was a Fellow of Merton 
College, Ojcford; a Barrister at Lawi and in May 1736 was appuinCed 
Lieutenant of the Yeomen of the Guards* f n the Rebellion of J 745 be was 
appointed Lieuienaut^Colonel of the Hegimeut of Volunteers, of wbirh 
‘Justice Willes was Colonel, raised for the defence of his Majes- 
tv s Person and Government by the Gentlemen of the Law; sud died 
unmarried, April 95, 1746, aged 33. 
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Dr. Edward Simpson* to Dr. DocAREL-f-. 

^^Deaj^ Sir> Greenwich^ SepL 24^ 17*^4* 

" Having been in Essex for a few days, I did not receive the 
honour of yours tilt last night, and take the first opportunity of 
returning you many thanks for the entertainment your Tour 
gave me. You may be assured it was no little pleasure to me 
to hear you had at last got access to the Sanciorum 

which you had so much set your heart upon, and where without 
doubt many useful discoveries may be made, 1 am much obliged 
to you for the hints already sent, but it would confer an additional 
obligation, if in your searches you should meet with any thing 
relating to the Archbishhop s power of granting Licenses, you 
would be pleased to lake a meniDrandum of them, and to observe 
whether they are granted as Bishop of the Diocese of Canterbury, 
Metropolitan, or Legate j and I want much to know whether the 
Vicar-General had in his Patent before the Statute of Henry the 
Eighth erecting the Faculty Office, a special clause authorising 
him to grant any, and what Licences or Dispensations, or 
otherwise than in his own Diocese, or vacant ones > and whether 
such clause has been inserted in any Patents since the Statute 
of Henry VI [I, and I wish you would particularly observe whe¬ 
ther the Licences or Dispensations were not for marriages during 
the time prohibited by the old Canon Law, viz. in Lent, &c, 

Mrs. Simpson joins with me in thanks for your kind presents, 
and we hope whenever it is suitable, 3^00 will let us have the 
pleasure of seeing you and Mrs. DucareL 

1 am truly, dear Sir, 

Your obliged and most obedient servant, 

Enw. Simpson*'’ 

** Dear Sir, Greeniuich, Oct, 2 S, 1759, 

" The College is much obliged to the Society for their kind 
present, as w'ell as to yourself for the trouble you have taken 
about itj and I beg j^ou wall be so good as to let them be sent 
to the College by the carrier, and to give Dr. Ridlington or 
Mr. Carr notice of their being sent, wiiich will much obfige, 
dear Sir, 

'^ Ycur most obedient servant, EdS 1 m pso x " 

^ Of Triaitj Halh Cambridge; LL* B. 17^4j LL.IX (Com. 1723 
(admitted J734) ; Master of TfiidJy Hall, 1735 j admitted at Doctor's 
Commons, May 10, 1736, King's Advocate General, 1750 j Chancellor of 
Bath and VVelh in 1738, and of Laudon in 17575 Official Principal of the 
Arches Court of Canterbury, 1758; Keeper, or Commissary, of the Pre¬ 
rogative Court of Canterbury; and Judge of the Cinque Ports. He was 
elected M. P. for Dover in 17^1 ; knighted m October that year; died 
May 2C, 1764; and bis Library was sold in 1765. See the Literary 
Anecdotes," vol. 111. p. 617> 

t Indorsed, ** Thanks of Trinity Hall, for some books presented to 
their Library by the Society uf Doctors Commons, Dr, Ducarel being 
then Librarian at Doctors Commons. A. C. D,*' 

7 The Manuscript Library at Lambeth. See p. 672* 
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To Df- Simfson. 

Deae Sir, Doctors Commons^ Sept 30, 175S. 

As I look upon you to be at present entirely disengaged 
from business, I take the liberty of sending you the only fair 
copy I have of the History of Croydon, which when you have 
perused you will be pleased to return to me. I hope it will afford 
you some amusement, as no pains have been spm^ed to render 
the account as perfect as could be from the materials I had. 

" This copy has not the dra^viugs which accompanied that 
which 1 gave to his Grace which were two large views of the 
Palace, drawn and coloured* 2dly, View of WhitgifUs HospitaL 
3dly, All the Arras in the Great Hall, drawn and coloured* 
4th, The Arms in the Guard Chamber, likewise coloured. 5lh, 
The remarkable Coat of Arms at the upper end of the Hall* 
6th, A small copper plate, representing an old Seal found at 
Croydon, and some Coins struck there. 

As i have got upon the subject, I hope, dear Sir, you will 
not take it amiss if I take the liberty of laying my case before 
you, on this subject, and shali look upon it as the greatest mark 
of friendsliip imaginable, if you will give me your advice and 
assistance in it. 

In the beginning of the year 17o4 I drew up a short ac¬ 
count of Croydon Palace, which 1 gave you, which you kindly 
communicated to the Archbishop* He was pleased to approve 
of it, and desired I would come to dine with him at Croydon 
with you. 1 did so, and his Grace being desirous of whatever 
else could be found concerning Croydon Palace, I continued 
searching, and as I found fresh materials, communicated them 
to his Grace, till Sept, 13, 17^4, when having exhausted every 
thing that could be found in print relating to it, I waited upon 
his Grace with my last additions, and told him that nothing 
could make the History perfect but a search of his Grace's Regis¬ 
ters at Lambeth, which if his Grace would permit me to do, and 
to take my friend Mr. Mores 4o my assistance there, I would 
willingly undertake* This pleased his Graces a room was ordered 
for us at Lambeth, and we cxaniined all the Registers (near 50 
volumes in folio), leaf by leaf, and extracted from them all we 
thought necessary ^ as we did likewise every thing we could find 
to our purpose in the MS* Libraiy at Lambeth. This seai'ch took 
tis up 60 successive week-days (Sundays being excepted), from 
9 in the morning, till between 4 and 5 in the afternoon. During 
all that time lived upon an halfpenny roll and half a pint of 
wine, which tve carried in our pockets. All these days I was 
necessarily obliged entirely to neglect my business as a Surrogate 
here, so willing was I to oblige his Grace if 1 possibly could. 
These extracts, and many other papers, constitute the History 
now before you* Besides, Mr. Mores and myself did with our 
own hands sort and set to rights about ^000 old Records in the 
Lambeth Library, which \vere labelled and put into proper order. 
The book was afterwards compiled and presented to Ida Grace, 
March 26, 1755. 


^ Arclibishap Herring. 
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After this, his Gmce being desirous that the Registers of 
Lambeth should be further examined, I told him that nothing 
cou/d render them serviceable but an Index to each volume of 
them. Upon his Grace's being plejised to intrust me with the 
oldest, entitled, ^ Peckhain,' not only a complete Index, but 
likewise an epitome of every act in that book, is done, and it is 
now writing over fair for the Arcbbisho|j, 

“As his Lonlship is well acquainted with my design of quit¬ 
ting this profession, and that he has promised to do something 
for me, 1 was in hopes he would, after one entire year's labour 
for him, tliink of me* But as I found nothing of that sort likely, 
I took the liberty, on the 18th Sept. 1755, the anniversary of 
my first going to Lambeth, to write to his Grace, to acquaint 
him that I had very lately heard that one of the Sub-Librarians 
places at the British Museum (with a salary of 150L per annum, 
and a lodging in Montagu House), was in his Grace's disposal, 
and that 1 should be very much obliged to him for it| and had 
the nnsfortune on the ^Ofh to receive a very polite letter from his 
Grace, that he was sorry he had not received my hint sooner, 
but that he was engaged to a particular person, 

'' Thus, dear Sir, stands iny case. I beg your advice and as¬ 
sistance. I have been put lo a very great expence, trouble, and 
a necessary neglect of my business. Bare I ask you whether I 
shall communicate this to Sir George Lee ? or what shall I do ! 
for I should be glad to obtain soiuething from his Grace, although 
it were a good deal inferior in value to the Sub-Libi-urian's place 
above-mentioned. Deai^ Sir, think of my case, and favour me 
with your advice, which will lay an everlasting obligation upon 
Yours, &c. A* C* Ducarel/' 


Letters of John Thorpe*, Esq. 

Dear Sir, Northjleetf Oct. 5, 1757* 

** I congiatulate you on your preferment i j and hope that of¬ 
fice will always be possessed by a worthy and learned Antiquary. 
I am vejy^ sorry it is not in my power to assist you with a copy 
of Mr. IVharton's Will, not having one among my papers; and 
Dr. George Thorp though an old acquaintance of my Father's, 
was no way related to our Family* But my friend ]\Ir* Han is, 
who formerly had some preferment at or near Canterbury, has 
furnished me with the following anecdotes, which, if they afford 
Hny light or assistance, are at your semce, 

Mr, Henry Wharton was Rector of Minster in the Isle of 

* Of this truly beuevolent man, and skilfui and Antiquary, 

ind of hjs rfjgpecCabie Father, s^e fiotiie Metnuirs in the “ bjierary Aiit^c- 
dutts/' vol, 11 L pp. 505—5S2, See also vol. VII* pp. 4^0. 

f See ihe ** Literary Anecdotes," voKVL p. 38J- 

t ** A Prebendary of Canterbury. He died about 1720, and left an estatft 
to Emanuel College, Cambridge, and bis books, and J suppose his maim-. 
scripts, to Mr. Bro^ning hia Curate, then Fellow of Pembroke Hall in 
tarohridge." J.T. 

VoL.JV. Xx 


Thanet, 
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Thanet, and Mr, Harris believes that he died there* ao that pro¬ 
bably hb will may be found in the oiRce at Canterbury 

Mi\ Charles Battely was Auditor to the Dean and Chapter 
of Westminster, and Brother to the Archdeaeon f, Author of the 
' Antiquitates Rutupinse.* Charles left three daughters: one of 
them married the present or late Clerk to the House of Lords. 

Oliver Battely you must remember a Student at Christ 
Church, Oxon. He was in my time a Junior Proctor, and has 
since published a second Edition of his Uncle’s Book, If he be 
living, it is likely he may give some information of Wharton's 
Will. 1 am, dear Sir, &c* J. Thorpe/' 

Dear Sir, Hochesterf Sept, 14, 17^7' 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you tliat we return to Bex¬ 
ley this day, having been three weeks hard at work in taking 
draughts and elevations of every thing curious belonging to this 
Cathedral- I am astonished they have not been taken before, 
ajid have escaped the attention of our Antiquaries. They are 
some of the finest remains of xAntiquity this day in England, and 
are undoubtedly most early Norman, if not Saxon. Let Sir Joseph 
know, if he is not yet gone into Sussex, that we have carefully 
examined the Custumale, and find it perfectly to agme with my 
Father's copy. We have taken casts from the most curious seals, 
and have met with the ichnography of the Cathedral. Bayly 
shall wait on you with the drawings for 3 ^our inspection ; and I 
believe I shall be in town soon after my return, when 1 will do 
myself the pleasure to inform you of every particular. In the 
mean time, I remain, dear Sir, J. Thorpe/* 

Dear Doctor, Bexley, Nov, SO, 17^9. 

Herewith you receive, as specimens of my performance 
the elfigies of Thomas Sparrow, in the Chancel of our Church. 
Your friend must procure a lump of black lead that ss not gritty, 
which he may have at a copper-smith's, and must keep the 
paper steady on the plate with a stone, or any weight, that it 
does not slip* Then rub lightly over evei 7 part of the plate, and 
when the figure and inscription appear fair and legible, it is suf¬ 
ficient 5 but must not rub too long, which will make it black 
and obscure, 

“ As to the Critical Reviewers, I pay little regard to their cen-- 
sure in respect to my book, 1 know it to be a work of great merit, 
and will always be esteemed a valuable library-book. A Preface 
and Index to the Churches will be given in the Supplemental 
Part. My friend Mr, Dingley has a very fine collection of coins, 
antique gems, diawings, &c. which with pleasure he will oblige 
you with a sight of, when you come to Bexley | and we will settle 
that mode when 1 next come to town. 

■ ^ I wrote to Sir Joseph about a fortnight ago, which I suppose 
he received when he came to town. 1 shall not forget Scheuzer; 
and am your most faithful friend and servant, J, Thorpe*" 

^ It was found there. 

Gf whom, and the Battely Fjwnily, see before, p. 85. 

+ The Resist rum Ruffense/ ' collected by his Father Dr. John Thorpe. 

Dear 
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« Bear Sir, Bexlerj, Oct 99, 177^' 

During our stay at Canterbury we were not idle, but took 
drawings oi the remains of alt the Religious Houses in that City, 
and of the Roman arches of brick, which I took exact measyre-- 
ments of, so that 1 believe I have the completest CoUection of the 
Anti(juities there, of any one I know of. I visited likewise the 
pai'ishes round the City, and in the neighbourhood e)f Ashford, 
where I amused myself in the antiquarian manner in visiting the 
churches, and in such natural, historical, and botanical rmarches, 
as tell in iny way. Believe me, my good friend, 1 am more and 
more convinced, wliatever some people may think, of the necessity 
of preserving inscriptions, when I consider the noble inonuments, 
now scarce legible, and going to ruin and decay, in that large 
Diocese. I thank God I have preserved them in this small one. 

“ I likewise noticed all the painted glass, some very curious, 
and I believe hitherto unobserved. You know my curicsity in 
these matters, of which take no notice to Astle or the B, In 
short, I have a fund of Antiquarian chat, when 1 have the plea- 
siu*e of seeing you- lu toy u^ay home I went through Chesnnt- 
street, Stoekbuty Vallies, whei'e I tarried two or three days at 
Stockbun% and have got sufficient matter should your anta¬ 
gonist again attack yon. I am, &c. J. Thorpje/' 

Dear Doctor, Begley, Oct, 14, 177^* 

Herein your receive a rough draught of a letter to Dr. Maty*^. 
I received safe Capt. Grose s drawings, which Miss Thorpe is now 
copying, Agi’ceable to your desire, I hav e enquired of the par¬ 
sons of my acquaintance touching an exchange of the livings, 
but they are all below the terms required ; and indeed unwilling 
to quit this pleasant part of the country. Should 1 still hear 
of any thing to the purpose, will give you timely notice. I 
remain, dear Sir, your faithful humble servant, J, Thorpe." 
Dear Doctor, Oct 177^- 

In the Univemal Magazine for September last, p. 150, is a 
curious memoir concerning cliesnut-^trees, containing some ftir- 
ther proofs of their being indigenous, worth your perusal. It 
makes honourable mention of your work, as it does likewise of 
the ^ Registrum Rodense/ p. 15^, 

** I had a letter a few days ago from my friend Tom Austen, 
who relates a curiosity lately found in Chatham Church, which 
Fisher has a line drawing of, and which he intends to insert in 
the second Edition of his History, It Is the hand of a dead 
body dug up in the chancel, with all the veins, arteries, and 
several of the nails, perfectly preserved, almost in a state of 
petrifaction, A piece of a sword-handle, with blue ribbon at the 
end, was found grasped tlierein, and the copper or other metal 
being greatly pulverised into a fine verdigrease, ^vas seemingly 
the only means of having preserved that alone (for the other 
parts of the body could not be found), and which in some places 

• A Reply to Mr. Bmaghton, on the subject of Chesnut-tree«, printed 
in the Philosophical Traiisactions, vol. LXl, p. 153. 

xx2 has 
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haa penetrated veiy visibly through the bones, and particularly 
one jiaiL It is now in the possession of Mr. Lowdal, of Chatham, 
and is esteemed a very great curiosity. 

I hope you will not forget to let a careful person extract 
fi’oni the papers and books in the Museum, every thing by the 
name HoUcen or Hulker*, and relating thereto ; as pedigrees, 
arms, inscriptions, lands, Mr. Holker will, with thanks, re¬ 
imburse the expence. Your sincere friend, J. Thorpe/’ 
Dear Doctor, Bexley^ June 11, 1775, 

When I had last the pleasure of seeing you in town, you 
desired I would turn my thoughts relative to Mr. Vyse’s plate for 
Hasted's History. I have therefore maturely considered that 
matter, and think there can be no subiect so proper as PeMshurst 
Place, the noble and superb antient seat of the Sydneys, Earls of 
Leicester. The plate of it given by Harris is a most vile wretched 
thing, crowded up in a corner in oi^der to shew the park^ that 
the house is scarcely perceptible. There is no building so grand, 
except Knoll, in that pari of Kent, nor more proper fur Hasted's 
work, or wiU more embellish it. The most advantageous view 
is opposite the North-west angle, which will take in the gi'and 
front, and the President’s Court, 

“ This stately house was built by Sir Wiliiam Sydney, Cham¬ 
berlain and Steward to Henry VUl. The great Tower over the 
entrance was erected by his son. Sir Henry Sydney, Knight of 
the Garter, Lord President of Wales, &c. temp. Edw, VI. Jf 
Mr, Vyse is disposed to take a drawing of this Place, and will 
take a ride to Penshurst while J am there, we can consult about 
it. It is but six or seven miles from Brasted. 1 remain. Sir, 
Your faithful humble servant, J. Thorpe.** 

' “ Dear Doctor, May 3, 1775. 

answer to your queries —You did not tell me, when I 
I had the pleaaure of seeing you, that Mr. Jacob had sent you 
his four additional prints. S. I have not his Edition of the Tra¬ 
gedy of Arden, nor did 1 know before that he had published it. 
3 p You did not tell me of Mr. Boys’s four Plates of Seals. Do 
they appertain to any work of his } 

“ Are the Remains of Oiford Palace approved of ? I think the 
two views of it would make a good plate. Since I saw you, if 
Otford is disapproved of, 1 have been tbinkihg of Wye College, 
founded by Cardinal Kemp. He was of a very eminent Kentish 
family, and founded both Church and College there. 1 think the 
College would make a very handsome plate ^ and the Church 
might be introduced in the side view, which would still render it 
more ]>icturesqae. My daughter took a drawing of it when she 
was in East Kent. As it is now converted into a boarding-school, 
a modern story of brick work, and sashed, has been raised on the 

* The Family qf Holker, Houker, and Hiilker, come out of Lancasliire, 
from a parkb of that name; and from Eccles, Manchester, &c. Quere, 
if there was not a branch of them in Cumberland or Westmoreland? Sir 
J* Lo^ifther U now proprietor of Holker HalL J. T. 

old 
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old buildfnj?, which is of ftooe, with Gothic windows. The in¬ 
side has a small quadrangle and cloisters. 

Mr. Pegge the Antiquary while he was Rector of Godmer- 
shamj near Wye, collected a good deal relative to the College, 
which he had some thoughts of publisliing. He had engraved the 
antient Seal of the College, which is extremely curious. It repre¬ 
sents the figures of Pope Gregory and St, Martin in their ponti¬ 
ficals, and in a niche beneath them is Cardinal Kemp, likewise in 
pontijicaribiis, with his hat, and his hands conjoined as in prayer. 
Round the verge is the inscription in the old black letter. 

This curious seal would be a proper ornament either above 
or beneath a plate of the College, Mr, Pegge presented a cojjy 
of it many years ago to my Father, which is now in my posses^ 
sion ; and am very choice of it. ! am ever 

Your faithful friend, and humble servant, J. Thorpe.” 

“ Dear Doctor, Berley, Oct. 12, 177^* 

" 1 did not know that Harris's plates were published together, 
which must have been years after his death* Some were engraved 
by his name-sake Harris, which are tolemble, from the drawings 
of Bordslade, a boy of Christ's Hospital. Others were en¬ 
graved by Kipp, wretched performances. The College of Brom¬ 
ley does not appear in Harris’s History ^ therefore the publick 
cannot much be benefited thereby, as the Prints atterwards re¬ 
published, with the College, inscribed to Lee Warner, Esq* must 
be in few hands, 

" Colleges and Palaces certainly ought to be introduced m a 
County History 5 and it is natural for the Bishop of Pmchester 
to adopt his favourite plan of the new Palace; and who so proper 
to give a plate of the old one as Mr. Wilcox t if applied to, who 
is a gentleman of large fortune, and possessed of so fine a draw¬ 
ing, which was His Father's, and would be doing honour to- 
his memory ? Hasted then would have prints of the old and new 
Palace to adorn his History, 

You mention in yours of Sept, 14, your old and worthy 
friend Mr. Stockwood|, Rector of Henley, I observed this time 

^ Of whom see the ** Literary Anecdotes,'' vol. VI, p. 234* 
f Joseph Wilcox, esq, son of the Bishop of Rochester, 

\ The Rev, WtUiam Stock wood was born at Peterborough, Jan* 30, 
1704 5, anti was educated at Clare Hall, Cambridge, where he took the 
degree of B. A* 1711 5 M- A. ITlS ; B. D, 17 . * j and was some time Fel¬ 
low; and as Senior, was presented by that Society, in 1725* lo the valu¬ 
able Rectory of Oakley in. Surrey. He was sometime Chaplain to Dr, 
Wilcocks, Bishop of Rochester, in 174., who gave him the Rectory of 
Henley in Oxfordalnre. He obtained a Prebend at Worcester in 17^7, 
vkhich he resigned in 17 on becoming a Prebendarv of Westminster; 
and died Feb, 5, 1784, ai the advanced age of 100. This venerable and 
kanied Divine was pious without ostentation, and till wiibiii the last 
ten years constantly performed divine service. Tiiongb he lived a very 
retired life at Henley, be was always ready to assist persons whom he knew 
to be in real luani; and his death was greatly lamented by all those who 
had the happiness of his actjuaintance, on account of his great bcnevo* 
lence, and his many other good qualitiei. ' He was buried under the 
communion-table of hia church. 


Ivvchtmofllhi 
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twelvemonths at Henley, on the left hand of the street a few 
doors above tiie Red-Lion4nn, two antient welUplastered houses, 

I think with bow windows. They were the property of Mr, 
Blandy/Town-derk, as 1 was then informed, who lived in the 
uppermost; and fell to the Corporation on the tragical death of 
his daughter. The adjoining house has a large door-way of 
stone, now white-washed over, of Saxon or early Norman archi- 
tecturej enriched with zig-zag mouldings and other chimerical 
ornaments, %vith a semi-circular arch, like that at the 1 emple 
Church, Withinslde is a very large room, with clumsy w'oodcn 
columns at the entrance, and now used as a shop or warehouse, 
for a smith or ironmonger, i am promised a drawing of the 
door-way. It mast have been an Oratory, or some religious 
huililing, and I wonder it has escaped the notice of so many people 
travelling through that town continiially. It is most likely your 
friend Mr, Stockwood, who is an old inhabifaiit, can give some 
account of it from the Town Records, &c, I wish you would 
write to him whiie he is in health on that subject, I remain 
Your faithful humble servant, J, Thorne/' 

** Dear Doctor, Oct . 17, 17S1, 

" This is a very barren spot to write from, and nothing stirring 
this Summer > since the Camp removed to Coxlieath, not a red 
coat to be seen passing through this place, which alteration from 
the gaieties of the last, makes it appear more dull, especially 
to the young people, 

I had a letter from Hasted about two months ago, who says 
that Lord Amherst has given-his son Francis an enslgney in an 
old regiment now in Minorca; so that his History has prod viced 
some good effect; and that he intended to dedicate his second 
volume to his Lordship, Do you know when it will appear ? 
I am frequently asked that question, which 1 am not able to 
answer, 

1 was at Pensliurst for a fortnight in August, and had suffi¬ 
cient leisure to examine the pictures in the Great House, Mrs. 
Perry not being down 1 discovered a fine original of Archbishop 
Abbot, and another of Edw, VI. who granted the honour of 
Penshurst to his favourite Sir Henry Sydney, Both pictures 
are in fine preservation. There are many other old portraits 
hitherto unnoticed, I rernmn, &c, J, Thorpe/' 


To Mr, Nichols, 

Dear Sib, Bexley, March 7, 17S% 

" 1 have received a letter from Dr, Ducarel to acquaint me, 
that on M^ednesday, Feb, 27 th, Mr, Gough purchased all the 
manuscripts of Sir Joseph Ayloffe, at page 17 in Leigh and 
Sotheby’s Catalogue, except No- 3; among which is No, 8, in 
42 V olumea in folio. Perhaps my valuable copy, wrote in a fair 
hand, of the Custumale Koffense/ which I lent himj and like¬ 
wise Lambarde’s " Conference with Queen Elizabeth, on his pre¬ 
senting 
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aentiiig to her his Fandecim of all the Rolls in the Tower of 
London/ may have slip! into the volume which I'oktes to Kent* 
The Conference is in one sheet of paper in my Father's hand¬ 
writing, I could wish to have recovered the above MSS* as 1 
would have published them** . I have not the honour of Mr* 
Gough's acquaintance, therefore shall esteem it a favour, as you 
frequently see or con'espond with him, to ask him that question, 
or coQimunlcate this to him, as you shall judge most proper* 

“ Sir Joseph had likewise my tianscripts of the Epitaphs in' 
the Diocese of Rochesterf, and other papei’s relative to Kent f* 
They certainly must be in some person's possession, for 1 think 
he would never destroy them* 1 remain, J. Thoepe/' 

Dear Sir, Bexley^ 30, 1785* 

“ Herewith you receive my account of Eynesforcl Church and 
Castle, together with Farningham, ShornCj and Soutlifleet Fonts, 
and hope there will be copy sufficient to employ the press at 
present, for you must give me timef* Please to give it a careful 
reading, and correct errors and inaccuracies, if you meet with 
anv* You need not send a proof of the Fonts to Mr* Denne, as 
you will see I have corrected his copy, and mistakes. 

" The kneeling figure in the plate with Grovehurst, is Sir 
Thomas Nevile, in Mereworth Church* The two figures in 
Hawberk's plate :—the first is, Etclessy's, with the cup, in East 
Peckham Church y the second is,Wiikjnson in Orpington Church f* 
See ' Registrum Hoffense/ under the respective Churches* 

I wrote to Mr* Cook lately, that there were then moon¬ 
light nights, and fine mild weather, to come down for a day or 
two, to take drawings of Eynesford Chancel-end, and the Castle, 
to which 1 refer in my account f* His ans\ver was, that some 
business would not just at that time permit him, and desired it 
might be postponed to some future day \ so that we must now 
defer it till the beginning of the Spring, when days are longer, 
and the weather more temperate* I remain, ^c* J. Thoepe**' 

" Dear Sir, Chippmhamj PVilts^ March 27, 1791* 

" As Epitaphs in country church-yards are in general but 
trite and iriffing, yet 1 have met witlt some in this neighbour¬ 
hood in pretty v'erse, and worth preserving, which I have copied, 
as such memorials, exposed to inclemency of weather, ai'e soon 
obliterated* When I meet with a couventeiit conveyance, I will 
send them, which you may insert occasionally among the poetry^ 
in the Gentleman's Magazine, if you shall judge proper, for 1 
observe such are sometimes introduced* 

** I have placed your Picture among my old Antiquarian Friends, 
in the most conspicuous part of my Library j and if you should 
visit Bath at any time, by way of Chippenham, 1 shall be happy 
to see you* I am, my dear Sir, &c. J* Thobfe/' 

* This MS, was restored to Mr* Thorpe, and was afterwards printed in 
the " Bibliotheca Topographica Brhaimica," No* XLIL which contains 
also a Life of Mr* 

t All theie are preserved in the '‘Cyitumale Roffenie*'* 


" Dear 
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** Deah Sir, Chlppmham. March 10, 1799, 

'' 1 take this opportunity of sending the inclosed, wliich may, 
if you think proper, be inserted in the Magazine, when there its 
room foi' their admission As the Petition is an original and 
curious, 1 think a fac-simile of the whole of Crotnwell's Ref&rcncc 
should be engraved, and likewise the signatures of the merchants, 
as It will shew the dlSerent hands of those times, and will Ije the 
more curious. I think the whole may be very well introduced 
in a plate of the sise of that pi^efixed to the last month s Maga¬ 
zine, When you have done with the Petition, you may send it 
to Mrs. Meggison, Please to correct mistakes, if any, as possibly 
there may be, at my time cf life, being now in my 77tb year; 
and will still, while I am able, now and then contribute my mite 
to the Gentleman's Magazine- 1 daily see your picture and the 
Doctor's in my Library ; and shall be happy to see you at Chip¬ 
penham, if at any time you come into this part of Wiltshire t* 
Please to set me down a subscriber to yoor intended History 
of Leicestershire, Mr, William Latham, of Eltham,'who Is a 
Member of our Society, is a good Herald, and married the 
daughter of Shukburgh Ashby esq. Lord of the Manor of 
Quenby, in f^eicestershire* He may give you a fuller pedigi’ee of 
that family than Burton has done, and 1 dare say will be a sub¬ 
scriber, 1 remain, deal' Sir, your old friend, J. T’HOErE/* 


From Mr. J. Tompson^ Professor at Gottingen, 
concerning the Gottingen Library; being part of a 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Andrew Harvey Milles, 
one of the Professors in that University. 

Gottingen^ Jug. 17, I 76 L 

Our Public Library is, indeed, stored with a very consider¬ 
able number of the most valuable printed works of the learned, 
in divers languages, and in all sciences; but with few manu¬ 
scripts of any kind. And as for Hebrew MSS. there is not so 
much as a single one to be seen thei'e, which you will be so good 
as to inform the worthy and learned Dr, Dacarel, not forgetting 
to make my compliments to him. I am, &c, J, Tompson/' 


Letters of Dr. Ducarel and Sir Joshua Vanneck, 

Sir, Sept 14, 1745, 

Having sometime since met with an account of the Coats of 
Arms, remaining at your fine Seat and Church of Hevening- 
ham, I hope you will excuse the liberty 1 take of troubling you 
with it, I thought it would be the more agreeable to you at 
this time, as you are now upon the spot, and may thereby have 

• See Gent. Ma^. vok LXII, p. 689. 

+ This benevolent Correspondent died August 2, 179^, in less than 
months after the date of thh Letter, in bis 7Sth vear. 

I See the ** Literary Anecdotei," voLlV. p. 723, 


an 
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an ouportunity of examining which of these Arms may still be 
remaining since'1663, when this account was fii'st taken, I beg 
the favour of you to present my compliojejits to Mr- Walpole, 
who I hope will pardon me for making use of his name in order 
to have this conveyed free to your hands- and to this I beg 
leave to add my hearty wishes that you may long enjoy this fine 
estate, and that it may continue in your Family at least as long 
as it did in that of the former owners,, which was near 600 years. 
1 beg leave to subscribe myself with great respect, 

** Your most humble servant. A* C* Ducaeul/* 


From Sir Joshua Vantneck*. 
ffSiR, Heveningkam Halls Sept 19, 1754, 

" 1 am much obliged to you for your kind attention in sending 
me the curious abstract relating to the Seat of Heveningham 
Hall, which a“bstract is a proof of your great knowledge in the 
History of this County* I am no less thankful for your obliging 
wishes in regard to this possession, which I shall endeavour to 
make as permanent in my femily as human prudence can go, 
and the rest must be left to Providence. 

The old house built by the family who gave their name to 
this village, has been pulled down about forty years ago, the pre¬ 
sent house being built at that time by one Squire Banco, so that 
nothing mentioned in the absEmet remains, but in the old offices, 
where the name of W, H. and time of building, 1653, are yet 
to be seen, 

"The observations on the Arms and Monuments in the Church 
I shall have an opportunity of comparing. It would lie a desir¬ 
able thing to have the perpetual advowson > but that belonging 
to the Crown, is not easily to be come at. 

" Mr. Walpole i^turns his grateful thanks to you for your 
kind remembrance I and I remain sincerely, &c* J. Vannbck.’* 


To Sir Josh.ua Vanneck, 

SlE, 

"I have received the honour of your most obliging letter, and 
as an Antiquary am very sorry the old manor-house is pulled 
down. It would certainly be a desirable thing for you to have 
the perpetual advowson of Heveningham, and I own I am very 

* Sir Joshua V^anneck was horn at the Hague, where his ancestors 
appear upon record as magistrates for nearly three centuries* His father, 
Cornelius Vanneck, was pay master of the land forces of the United Pro^ 
vhices, and Tiad six sons, uf whom be gave a mercantile education to two, 
Gerard and Joshua, who are said to have been the first of the family bred 
to Trade. Gerard, the eldest, settled in England in 17 [3, and Joshua 
following him, in 175 ^, they entered into partnei^hip. Gerard died in IJhO. 
Joshua tvas created a Baronet Dec. 14, 1751, died March 5, 1777> and 
was considered one of the richest merchants in Europe. Gerard the eldest 
son became the second Baronet, and dying wiihout issue in 1791, was 
succeeded by his brother Joshua, who was created an Irish Peer by the 
title of Lord Huntingfield, of Heveningham, in Suffolk, June 8,1796- 

much 
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much surprised to find by what you say, that it is in the Crown, 
especially when I consider that in all probability this Church w^as 
built by some of the Heveninghams j this may be supposed fi'om 
their arms, which appear in several parts of the church and 
windows j and it is most likely the advowson of the Rectory 
was once in their possession. If it appears so from the title 
deeds, and no alienation to the Crown, 1 should not imagine the 
advowson is irrecoverahle, for it may have happened that in 
former limes the Crown might have presented once, perhaps 
twice, during a minority, or by lapse, and upon the second 
presentation the Clerk inserting the words plena jur^f instead of 
pro kac vice^ the Crown may have ever since presented to this 
Rectory, for want of a claim fi om the true patron, 

In this case. Sir, I should think an in<|uiiy might be pri¬ 
vately made without alarming the Crown, or any body else, by 
searching into the Registty of the Bishop of Norwich, where it 
will appear how long, and by what right, the Crown have 
sen ted to this Living. I know my friend Mr. Crespigny is very 
intimate with the Hegistrer of Norwich. He might from him 
easily come at the truth, if it could give you the least satisfaction. 

1 hope. Sir, you will excuse the liberty I take of mentioning 
my thoughts to you on this subject, which 1 do as a Lawyer and 
an Antiquary, having known a similar case determined against 
the Crown very lately in favour of my Lord Huntingdon. 

If on this or any other occasion I can be any ways service¬ 
able to yourself or any of your family, I shall very gladly em¬ 
brace auy opportunity of doing it, and 1 beg leave to conclude 
this by assuring you I have the honour of remaining, with very 
gi^eat esteem and consideration, yours, &c. A. C. Ducakel/' 

Sepi. 24, 1T54. 1 have this day taken the liberty of sending 
two copies of ^ A Tour through Normandy,’ to your house in 
towm. One 1 hope you will please to accept of 5 the other is for 
Mr. Walpole, to whom I desire, to be reniembeied. The weight 
of each being somewhat abo^'e two ounces prevented my sending 
them under franks, A. C, Bucakel." 


The following Letter was sent^ in 1755, by Dr, 
Walker % on Dr. Ducahel^s promotion to the 
Commissariate of St, Katharine’s, 

For the Worshipfull Doctor DuuAKEt. 

Worth ye Maystere Doctor, Commissary e, and my singular 
gude Frende ^ 

After myne hartye comendations to your worsbyppe, I 
desyi'e to adjoyne myne assuraunccs to you, that it giuythe me 
moche pleashur to hauc this opperlunitye of testyfying my sincear 

v/alker, of Queen’s College, Cambridi^e; B. A. 17^1; 
M. A. 17^5; LL.D, admitted at Doctors CoiUDioiis in *734 j and died in 
September 1764* 

guda 
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gude wylle to you; foj^aaiuoche as fortune puttylh it 10 my power 
to seod you my congmtulacyons on a small marke of hur favours, 
by whyche, I trust, she meanytbe this onlye as an earnest penny ^ 
and indede ryghte glad sholde 1 be, if the prolyte thereof excedyd 
the dygnitye of this your advaiincement; for 1 doubte^ the 
dygnitye must in some sort compensate forihe profytej how belt 
it semythe not imliklye to my poor conceit, that it maye not 
perchaunce be imacceptabel to your disposition, on the score, 
that peradventure it maye so happen to fsdl out, that it maye ad- 
minyster newe occasyons of future observacy j and in the anti- 
quarie scyence, a scyence verilye to be had in adrayracyon of al 
lernyde wyghtes, and certes in that lore feme's tmmpe loudlye, 
and (in thys inataunce) trewlye reportythe thee to be what myne 
own partyeular acquaintaunce wy*the thee veiyfyeth to my cer- 
tayne knowleche, in verye dede an adept. 

'' Long fyme mayest thou therefore enjoye this same benefytc, 
and maye God Almyghte take you into his gude kepynge* Wythe 
wysshcs of al healthe and happynesse, I remayne 

“ Yours in al frendlye sernice, Didymus Dedimus"*^* 
What is mostly composyd of mortar and brick 
Makes half of my name^ if that you can nick. 

Crack a nut, and half of what thei'ein you hnd 
Makes the rest, cherchez done, I opine you re not blinde. 

St. John's daye ad Portas Latinas, Maye the 6th, 
yere of Incarnacyon mdcclv/' 


Letters of and to Dr. John WarD"!". 

To Dr. Duci^REL. 

" Sir, Gresham Coi/ege, OcL ] 8, 1744. 

** Our good friend Mr* Vertue informs me that you Imve* a 
picture of Sir Nicholas Bacon, with the genealogy of his family. 
I have long been inquiring after one circumstance relating to 
him, hitherto tvithout success. He had, as I undei'stand, two 
wives, the latter of whom was sister to the wife of Sir Thomas 
Gresham. Who the former was, I know not. By one of those 

* Of all the honours Dr. Ducarel ervjoved, none gave him greater satis- 
faction than the Commissariate of St. Eat)marine’s, a plat^e to wbioh he 
has done due honour in The History of the Royal Hospital and Colle¬ 
giate Church oF St. Katharine, near the Tower of London, from its founda¬ 
tion in the year 17^3, to the present time, 1783,” 4tti, adorned with* 
» ievcnteen plates. This history was originally compiled by the Doctor for 
the use of the amiable Queen Charlotte, to whom a co]>y|of it was presented 
in MS. a short time after her accession to the patronage of this Collegiate 
Church, the only ecclesiastical preferment in the gift of the Queen Con¬ 
sort of England* On a thorough repair of this curious old Church in 
1778, an empty vault was discovered in the Chancel, and of a size that 
would bold two cofens, and no more. This spot the Doctor claimed in 
virtue of his office; and has often pointed out to the writer of this article, 
and to many others of bis friends, as a resting-place for bis ashes and 
those of his lady. His own remains were accordingly there deposited, 
f The well-known Gresham Professor j of whom see some memoirs in 
the ** Literary Anecdotes,” voL V, p. 517* 
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wives he harl a soo named Nathaniel, but which of the two wai 
his mother, I cannot learn, He afterwards married the natural 
dang^hter of Sir Thomas Gresham. The English Baronetage, 
voh IIL p* 115, mentions one Sir Nathaniel Bacon, of Stifkey, 
in Norfolk, and calls him Knight of the Bath 5 but whether he 
was the same with the former, 1 could not be certain from that 
account. What 1 am therefore desirous to be informed of is; 
Who was Sir Nicholas Bacon's first wife ? How many children he 
had by each lady ? And which of the two wives was the mother 
of his son Nathaniel } A few lines at your leisure in answer to 
these queries will greatly oblige. Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, J* WatvO " 


To Mr. Da Costa, 

Sia, May 3, 1749 . 

" I return you with this the two brass plates* which you left 
at my house. Several of the like kind have at dififerent time^ 
been shewm to the Society, but no particular account, that I re¬ 
member, was ever given of them. They generally represent 
Bacchanals, or some other religious ceremonies, and have been 
taken for the casts of gems, or some sort of bas relievo's. If 
there be any thing instructive in relation to these, it might be 
proper to acquaint the Society with it, otherwise, as 1 appre¬ 
hend, they would he no novelty. I am. Sir, 

'' Your most hum b J e ser van t, J o h n W a a d 


To Dn John Ward, Professor of Rhetorick. 

Sir, Jdams Cmtrty Broad-street^ July SO, 1752. 

^ " The following is the Catalogue of the different substances 
ejected forth of Mount Vesuvius, and which I bad the honour to 
exhibit to the Royal Society, June 11, 175^- The rest was 
copied from the paper delivered to the said Society, which was a 
letter directed to the Rev. Mr. Birch, Sec. R. S. 'and was read 
the said day, to which 1 refer j but the numbers were not copied 
in this letter exactly conformable to that letter to Mr. Birch, 
Thus far my account; and to elucidate it I have done myself 
the pleasure to send you, for a present, pieces of No. 5 , a sul- 
phureous substance from the little mouth of Vesuvius; No. 6 , 
hard lava of Mount Vesuvius ; No. 7> pumice-stones of Mount 
Vesuvius; No. 8 , lava of Herculaneum; which are the only du¬ 
plicates 1 have* I am, with gi^eat esteem. Sir, 

** Your very obliged humble servant, E. M. Da Costa." 

Mr. Ancona, ^ ' Noi\ l2, 1754. 

I am greatly obliged to you for the marbles you sent me by 
Rlr. Cardozo, which were excellent, and in the manner 1 de¬ 
sired. I beg you will contimie to do me the favour at your lei¬ 
sure to procure me like pieces of the various other sorts you can 

^ They were brought from lulv bv my friend Mr. David Abeoatar 
Pimenteh** E* M. D. C. 
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get, and set their names to them in the papers, as you did to 
those you sent, in which you will greatly oblige me. Could I 
be of service at any time to you, pmy freely command, I remain 

“Your much obliged friend and servant, E. M. Da Costa/ 
StR, 13 , 1754. 

" I have boldly ventured to trouble yon, to beg your opinion 
whether the ^asa Mitrrkina of the Romans were made of a 
kind of marble gi'eatly esteemed by them, or whether they were 
not more probably (the which opinion 1 am of) the same with 
our porcelain or china ware, 

“ Have you. Sir, among the many cabinets of antiquities you 
are acquainted with, ever seen any of the Fasa MuTThina pre- 
serv'edj which might greatly elucidate the query; or does Mont- 
faucon, or any other celebrated Antiquaiy, mention to have 
seen them ? 

“ The reason of my boldly begging this favour of you. Sir, 
is, that J am now printing my work of a ' Natural Hislury of 
Fossils/ and am now on the subject of marble. Should the Pasa 
Murrkina be made of marble, I should be glad to elucidate that 
subject a little I and if you honour me with your ans^ver, and 
permit me to use (either in your name or my own) what obser¬ 
vations you may make on the subject, 1 beg you would direct 
your said answer for me at the Bank Coffee-house, 

1 remain, with great esteem, Sir, 

“ Your veiy obliged humble servant, E, M* Da Costa," 


To Mr. Da Costa, 

Sir, Gresham Collige^ Nov. 20, 1754- 

I received your letter, and wish 1 was able to send you a 
more satisfactoiy answer to your inquiry about the Vasa Murr^ 
hina of tlie antients, than it is in my power to do at present; 
Antiquaries are divided in their opinion concerning the matter 
of which they tvere made* To mention all their different senti¬ 
ments would be needless, as they may be seen in Harduin upon 
Pliny, lib. xxx* § 2, But the two principal are given us by 
Montfaucon, namely, that they were either made of the onyx, or 
a sort of baked earth, like our porcelain, to which latter, I per¬ 
ceive, you likewise incline yourself Whichever of these two 
may be the more probable, 1 do not see what connexion either 
of them has with the subject on which you are now treating* 
Heartily wishing you success in the work you are upon, I remain. 
Sir, your obedient humble servant, John Wahb*" 

To Dr* John Ward- 

“ Sir, Bearbinder-lanef June 28, 1756- 

I herewith send you the Hebrew deeds, with my translations 
of them into English, and also with some notes i thought neces¬ 
sary to illustrate them, hope they wiU meet with your approba- 
Hon I and when perused, beg your full opinion if they are 
worthy to be laid before our Antiquarian Society, As his Grace 

the 
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the Duke of Argyle has ordered me to attend him on Thursday 
next {and to wait on you before would be too soon), I beg, if you 
come to the Royal or Antiquarian Society, you will bring them 
with you* If you do not then, 1 will take the liberty to wait on 
you on Friday morning, between 9 and 10 o'clock, which I should 
rather prefer, 1 am, with great respect. Sir, 

“ Your very obliged humble servant, £. M. Da Costa-" 


From tbe Rev, Dr. William Warren*. 

“ Deae Sie, Trinity Hallj Feb. 20, 1742-3. 

I received your parcel, with the several particulars in your 
Letter, amongst which w'as Mr, Wise’s Further Observations upon 
the White Horse. I return you a great many thanks for your 
very kind present* T have read over Mi% Wise’s Account of the 
White Horse ^ and I think that what he says about it is pro¬ 
bable enough* 

I have sent you two impressions of a red cornelian set in a 
great gold ring, which was ploughed up in a field near Old 
Sarum in Wiltshire* The ring is too big for my thumb* It 
seems to me antique- Some have fancied that the head is Au¬ 
gustus, when he was a young man* I have fancied it fo be 
Hadrian’s i but, u|>on second thoughts, T suspect my own fancy. 
Perhaps you may make It out, 

1 was very sorry I did not see you, and Dr* Jenner, and the 
rest of my friends, when I w^as at London j but I had such cau^ 
tions given me about taking care not to catch cold, that 1 saw 
but very few, Ho^^'ever, 1 am in hopes of seeing you when I 
shall be in better heaUh* I have been above a fortnight in the 
milk diet, and hope it has done me good, and that as the warm 
weather comes on, 1 shall still find myself grow better* Dr* 
Dickins’s, and iny humble service, remembered to you and all 
friends, 1 am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most humble servant, W^illiam W^arren." 


Letters of the Rev. James Wilks -p. 

" Dear Sir, Isle of Man, Dec. 20, 1770. 

Your very esteemed favour of the ISth Oct* covering the 
Case and Opinion, I received on the 22d, and am extremely 
obliged to you for the dispatch you gave the affair, and particu¬ 
larly for your affectionate remembrance of me; and be assured 
it gives me real pleasure to be informed of the continuance of 
your health, which may heaven long preserve* 

“ The dispute on which your Opinion was taken is not yet de¬ 
termined, owing to the indisposition of one of the parties, who 
with us genei'ally attend the Court in pei'son- Upon the most 
mature deliberation, I am clear it wdll not be in niy power to 
exclude the Posthume of a fifth part of the executorship or 

* See before, in this Volume, p* 383* 
f Vicar-General of the Bishop of Sotlur and Man* 


residue 
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residue of liis Father's fortune, and could wish the Law would 
authorise me to give him more, as Reason and Equity certainly 
do. However, on a final determination, I shall trouble you with 

the particulars, 

'' I cannot learn that we have any person in this Island who 
applies himself to the study of the Natui^l History thereof^ or 
that has made any material collection of fossils^ shelkj In 
the South part of our Island we have great quantities of lime¬ 
stone, or bastai'd marble, and in some quarries there are found 
petrified cockles and muscles, or stones ()f their exact shape, 
many fathoms under ground, and at a considemble distance 
from the sea. A few of the former 1 have procured, and now 
send you by a young man from my neighbourhood) and 1 am 
told that in some of the rocks by the shore, are to be seen 
stones of the exact shape and size of fishes we call which 

are very like your carp, but incorporated with the rock. Should 
this small specimen of petrified cockles be deemed worth your 
notice, I shall lay myself out to make a collection of the 
muscles, bollans, or whatever else shall occur. 

Before I conclude, permit me to inform you that this will 
be handed to you by a young woman, Cath, Lace, a friend and 
relation of mine, and of reputable parents, who being both dead, 
and leaving a numerous family with small fortunes, she with a 
sister go to London, in order to earn their bread by going to 
service. Should Mrs. Ducarel or any of her acquaintance have 
occasion for such, she or they may depend on the honesty and 
fidelity of these young women, whom they will find pretty expert 
at the needle, and some other requisite qualifications^ and for 
whom I can venture to pass my word. 

'* You will be kind and humane enough to excuse this free¬ 
dom in, dear Sir, your most obliged and obedient humble ser¬ 
vant, James Wilks/* 

My dear Sir, Isle of Man, Jubj 26, 1773^ 

Last night 1 received your favour of the 10th inst, and can¬ 
not sufficiently express my giatitude for your fnendiy and kind 
enquiry after my health, wliich, thank God, has been pretty good 
during three years past, save some attacks of a spasm or cramp 
in my stomach, which returns once in two or three months, but 
of no long dumtion, and leai'es a weakness and listlessness behind 
it of some days continuance. 

You continue, I observe, your researches into the hidden 
paths of Antiquity, and glean from them whatever has the ap¬ 
pearance of truth and utility. 

1 have not seen Mr. Rok*s ‘ History of the Isle of Man,' but 
am surprised he should say or insinuate ^ there are no trees there 
except some lately planted by Mr. Moore. It is certain that 
gentleman has planted many of various sorts of trees upon his 
estate, but his plantation is trifling in comparison of others, 
particularly one on the North-east side of the Island, near 
Hamsey, at a place called Levaigne, where a pretty large wood 

of 
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of oak, dies nut, beeeh, ash, birch, and aspin, planted about 70 
years, %vas of Jate years cut down by Mi'p Christian the owners 
and there are many other plantations in divertnt parts of the 
country, and several trees now standing between two and three 
feet in diameter, and 1 am told some much larger* But what 
are these to the remains of large and extensive woods in that 
part of the island called the Curi'agh, of some miles in length 
and breadth, where are yet to be seen thousands of the stum pi 
of very large oaks and firs, the trunks of them mostly burled in 
beds of turf or peat, ami their tops lying mostly one way, vizs 
North-east* Out of these bogs the natives yearly dig up many 
of these trees, most of which, by some disaster, and many years 
ago, have been broke off near the root; and others, as if blown 
down by a hurricfine, the trunk lying at full length, with roots, 
boughs, and branches, still remaining entire under the peat, 
thereby preserved from the external air, and from rotting* 

“ These oaks for the most part are as black as ebony, and 
carry a smooth grain when wrought. The late Bishop of Dur- 
hanj was presented with a handsome piece of one of these oaks, 
w^hich was made into a walking-stick, and mounted with gold, 
and esteeemed a great curiosity j and I have now by me some 
pieces of t his black oak, found in the roof of an old house, de¬ 
signed for the like jiiirpose, one of which 1 slmli take the the fii^t 
opportunity of forwarding to you> and, indeed, this bog oak 
(which the natives cut up, or split to proper sizes) is mostly 
made use of for roofs for their thatched houses, and is the most 


durable timber they can get. 1 have also some petrified muscles 
found in a lime-stone lyuarry about two miles from the sea, in¬ 
tended for you* 

“ After 1 have seen Mr. Roll's History, 1 shall be better able to 
give you my sentiments of it. In the mean time let me answer 
your queries, and give you the names of the following trees in 
the Manks language: 


Oak - - 

Ash - - 
Fir - - - 
Elm - - 
Willow - - 
Mountain ash 


Darragh 

Unjin 

Juys 

hewiin 

Shellngh 

Kyrn 


Holly t - 

Hazle 

Aspin 

Elder 

Apple-tree 

Cherry-tree 


Cullyn 

Cony I 

Croan-crei 

Trainman 

Bitley^ool 

BUley-shiUish, 


As to chesnut, beech, birch, and poplar, we have no proper 
names for them in the Manks tongue, nor do 1 recollect to have 
seen any of them among the oaks and firs found in our bogs, 
but they grow and thrive very well in different parts of the 
countryf Upon the veiy tops of our mountains many trees are 
found in the bottom of turf-pits, and thousands of nut-shells, with 
many rotten boughs and branches of hazle. 


* Dr* Richard Trevor. 

“ A Holly lately cut down in this Isle upwardfi of two fett in dia¬ 
meter, and valued at fire goisiea*/' J. W. 

^'Most 
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Most of the timber for several years past and at present 
used in this Island for house-building, particularly m the towns, 
is Fir, imported from the Baltic or Norway; but for the ordinary 
uses of husbandry, a great part of such Umber is of our own 
growth, and good in its kind, particularly Ash, Elm, and Ches- 
nut^ And iu all places protected from the South*west winds 
(which are here sometimes vei’y violent), plantations thrive very 
iveli; and, were it not for the expcnce of making proper fences 
to protect young plants from sheep and cattle, our Island would 
soon abound with wood* 

All the large beams and timber in our antient and beautiful 
Castle of Eushen (which is said to have been built by Godred, 
son of King Orry, about the year 960) is Oak, and the Manks’ 
tradition says, grew in a place on the North side of the Island, 
called Lag^Darragkf that is, the vale, gill, or hollow of Oaks; 
and, in all parts of the building protected from wet, those beams 
and timber continue firm to this day; and great pity it Is, that 
beautiful building or Castle should, for want of no very expen* 
live repairs, be suffered to fall to ruin and decay. 

Bishop Wilson was of opinion all the timber in Castle Rushen 
was had from Wales; and I remember to have heard his Lord¬ 
ship say, he had seen or been told of a Charter between the King 
of Man and King of Wales, wheteby the latter was to furnish 
the former with as much timber as W'ould be sufficient for the 
building of his Castles; and in return the King of Man was to 
furnish him with a certain number of vessels for war. 

“ Since wTiting tlie above, 1 hai^e looked into Sacheverefs 
* History of the Isle of Manand find that, about the year 1066 
Godred Crovan invaded Fingal King of Man with a numerous 
fleet, but was defeated and obliged to fly; that he made a second 
attempt, and met with the like fate ; but, on his third invasioa 
W'ith a greater force, that lie landed his troops in the night near 
Ramsca, and concealed 300 of them in a trood, on the brow of 
a hill called Sceafu! (now Skyalt); that next morning the Manks- 
men attacked the enemy, whose ambushed party rushed upon 
their rear, and defeated them with considerable loss. 

From all these facts and crrcimistances I leave you to judge 
what kind of credit is to be given Mr. Holt's performance with 
resjXHit to the Natural History of the Isle of Man. 

** By the public papers I saw an account of the death of my 
worthy friend Taverner **', and vvas truly sorry for him.^ 

" I should be obliged to you for a copy of RolFs History, 
which may be forwarded by the Liverpool machine. 

" Be assured, good Sir, it will always gives me great pleasure 
to be fevoured with your correspondence; and sincerely wishing 
you a continuance of health and every other valuable comfori: 
of life, I remain your most obliged humble servant, J, Wilks.” 

* Uliliain Taverner. Esq. of Do«?tors Commons, one of the best land- 
AciipN painters EiifjUod ever proilueed j bn*, as lie painted only for amuse- 
hif painnngs were vary rare. He died Oct, CO, 177^. 

VoL. y y 
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Dear SrR, Me of Man^ FeK ^1, 1774. 

** You may justly wonder why 1 have been so long in aiiswer- 
ijig your several favours; biitj when 1 shall tell yoti 1 was desirous 
to be fully satisfied whether we had any Chesnut-trees, or even 
sturaps thereof, among the many thousands of Oak and Fir in 
that pait of our Island called The CuTragh, and that nothing less 
than repeated views and examinations in person (though the 
season was unfavourable) would satisfy me ; and likewise that I 
have been obliged to apply to our Governor for liberty to examine 
the wooden materials of our old and beautiful Castle of Rnshen, 
you will excuse my silence. 

The result of all niy researches in this respect is, that I have 
found in the Curragh timber of various sorts, three or four of 
which I have taken the liberty to send you specimens of; and one 
of them at least will, I hope, prove to be the Chesnut, as it is q^uite 
of a difterent colourant! grain from the Oak, Should it prove so, 
it will give me the greatest pleasure, as it will in some sort esta¬ 
blish the Chesnut to be the native production of this Northern 
Isle; and I am the more inclined to think it is, as all the kinds 
now sent were dug from under ground where they have re- 
mained many centuries; and, tvere they all Oak, why would they 
not all be of the same colour, grain, and weight ? 

As to the timber used in building Castle Rusben, one of the 
best carpenters in the place was employed carefully to examine 
it, and he assures me it is all Oak ; though Mr. Taubnian, a gen¬ 
tleman who resides near the Castle, informs me that one Red- 
fern, an English carpenter, told him many years ago, it was 
mostly Chesnut, particularly that in the Yane Tower, which my 
man however assures me is oak. 

Your Letters, published in the Philosophical Transactions, 
contain so many incontestable proofs of the Chesnut being an in¬ 
digenous tree of Britain, that it is high time your Opponent 
should ^ive over the controversy. I am much obliged to you 
for the copy you lent me, which has afforded me so much plea¬ 
sure and satisfaction. 

Should these specimens now sent contribute to throw any 
additional light on the subject, 1 need not tell you how happy it 
would make me; and please God I Jive till next Summer (the 
proper season for examining the Curraglis), I shall be able to be 
more particular in myresearcbesjan account whereof I shall trouble 
you with. The specimens of Curragh timber now sent you are, as 
the Natives call them, Darragh-doOf Black Oak; Darragh-domf 
Brown Oak (of which there are .two sorts, and which 1 take to be 
Chesnut, as well from the colour, grain, and difference of weight), 
and a short piece of a fine smooth-gi*ained timber, which the natives 
call by the different names of Cutlin^ Holly, Skeilagk^sally; but 1 
am of opinion it is neitherj from the ff^agrant smell, something 
like Cedar, its chips afford, when brought down by the carpenter. 

“ The specimens of timber are to be sent by way of Liverpool 
to a friend of mine in London, who will send them to vour house. 

“ As 
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As to Kolfs 'History of the Isle of Man* (for which I am 
also obliged to you), 1 think it a vib performance, collected 
without judgment from some other heterogeneous Histories of 
Mao, and calculated for no other purpose than a catch-penny, 
or a compliment to the'Families of Derby and Athol, 

“ His iliaccutucies and contradictions are nmnerous, ^ Gire 
me leave to instance a few. In page he says, ' the soil pro-- 
duces some kinds of trees which have been lately planted there j 
Mr. More having told him he had planted 50,000 on his own 
estate velthin these few years. The natural inference is, there 
were no trees in that island before those planted by Mr, More j 
but he tells us, page 13, ‘ that Godred Crovan invaded the Isle 
of Man, landed his forces at Ramseaby night, and concealed 300 
of them in a wood.' Now, if there were no trees but some lately 
planted by Mr. More, where could Godred find a wood upwards 
of 700 years ago (for Rolt tells us this was done anno 1060) to 
conceal his men in ? 

''Again, page 3, he says, ' this Island was judged to belong 
to Britain rather than Ireland, because it nurtured venomous 
animalswhereas, there neither is nor lias been in any sera we 
can hear of any venomous anirnals bred or nurtured in this Island* 
" Page 104, he tells us, ' otters, badgers, foxes, and hares, 
are numerous.* Of the three former we have not so mucli as 
one, jior any account or tradition of either of them being bred 
in this place; but of hares we have great numbers, I myself 
having in one morning, with a single dog, killed no less than 
seven. They are delicate food, as Rolt tells us, and many of 
them weigh from 10 to 13 pounds- 
'' Page 105, he says, ' this Island affords many necessaries for 
tlie common service of life, as salt, iron, and coals/ Happy 
were it for us had we these useful necessaries, but for each of them 
wc are obliged to other kingdoms, having none of our own* 

" His topogi'aphical descriptions are equally erroneous. He 
says, page 102, ' that Rushen, the principal towm, is situate on 
the North side of the Island ; and Balacuri, or Bishop*a Court, on 
the South: Here he has transposed tlie situation of these places, 
for Rushen is on the South, and Bishop’s Com't on the North side 
of the island, 

“ Let these suffice as a specimen of Ur. Rolfs performance; 
and here let me release you from any further trouble about him, 
*' You ask whether any Ma]> or Survey hath been lately pub¬ 
lished of the Isle of Man? la answer, there is none to my 
knowlege, unless Mr. Mackenzie, who was employed by tlie 
Admiralty, and spent a whole Summer hero, attended by a cutter, 
about eight or nine years ago, in taking a Survey of the Sea- 
coast of the Island.- I have heard his Chart has been published 
by the Admiralty or himself, and could wish to see it, as I dare 
say it is accurately done. There have been several Maps of this 
iiiland published, but none to be depended on. The best I have 
seen is in a short ' Account of the Isle of Man,* by Chaloner, 

y Y 2 who 
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who was Governor here under Cromwellj and is generally bound 
up with King's " Vale Royal of Chester/ 

" Were it my good fortune to be near you, 1 should be happy 
in having a fjiendiy conversation with you at leisure hours, and 
do believe 1 should be fond of treading your steps as an Anti¬ 
quary and Botanist,'—sed non passibus <squis. 

I have lately met with a disappointment that distresses me 
not a little—namely, one of my sons, who has a serious turn, and 
fond of his studies, set his heart on the service of the Church, 
and assisting his Father in the evening of life, oSered himself 
(by my advice) as a caodidate for a Scholarship, worth about 
l^L or 14^, a year, of which we have three in this coimtiy, to¬ 
wards supporting youths in their studies for the service of the 
Church ; and though 1 made a formal application for a fair ex¬ 
amination of candidates, as you will see by the inclosed petition, 
which 1 have taken the liberty to trouble you with, yet, contrary 
to the express terms of the trust, I was denied justice by our 
new Bishops 5 and a thick-headed booby of tvventy years of age 
has been preferred, without examination, to my son, who was 
not then fourteen, and two years more forward in his education 
than the other. The consequence is, my son is ao much dis¬ 
gusted at this treatment, that he resolves to seek for bread some 
other w^ay, and wishes 1 would think of some business for him. 
What to do with him, or how to dispose of him, I am entirely at 
a loss, having no prospect for him here, and few friends to apply 
to for advice or assistance elsewhere. May I request your advice 
on the occcasion ? or do you know of any gentleman about the 
Commons who w'ants an appientice > a high fee I cannot alForct 
to give with him, having a tamily of seven children, and hut a 
moderate fortune to divide among them. Pi'obably you may 
meet with something suitable for him, who is a classical scholar, 
of a meek temper, and good person, 

“ Our late worthy and good Bishopf, with whom I was in the 
greatest friendship, thought proper to appoint me one of the 
Executoi's in trust of his will. Our new nian (who is not the 
most humble or rich Prelate that ever wore a mitre) having 
bought most of the furniture and great part of the Jive-stock 
belonging to his predecessor ^ and not only so, but commenced 
a suit in the Temporal Court, complaining of dilapidations and 
wastes on the Bishoprick, by which means we have (jecuniary 
tmnsactions to a considerable amount j and 1 am obliged to de¬ 
fend Mrs. Hildesley, Residuary Legatee and Sister of our late 
Bishop, in the best manner 1 am able. These affairs, in every 
one of which he is wrong, have occasioned a great shyness j and 
I hear he threatens to turn me out of my office of Vicar-General 
and Surrogate, with intent, \ presume, to intimidate me from 
doing Mrs. Hildesley strict justice; but he is mistaken in bis 
man, as all his menaces shall not make me warp, or deviate from 
discharging the trust in me reposed, and paying that debt of 
gratitude I owe his Predecessor and worthy Sister. 

^ Dr. Richard Richmond, f Dr. Matt Hddesky* 

"" For 
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" For some time I liave intimations given me of his intention 
to turn me out of office, which led me to consult some of my 
friends in England on that head, who are of opinion he cannot 
do so (though my commission be ‘during pleasure’) without shew-* 
log sufficient cause j and should he attempt doing so, i will find 
redress in the Metropolitical Court of York, where he will be 
compelled to shew sufficient cause* Bat, as 1 have my doubts on 
that head, I have inclosed a case for your opinion, and shall 
order your fee to be paid as soon as 1 can make a remittance 
tp London* In the mean time you ivlll please to favour me with 
your Opinion, which shall be conclusive to me in this respect* 
“It is time I should beg your pardon for being thus prolix, 
and troubling you so much with my private aHairs j but I flatter 
myself with a place in your fn end ship, and that you will excuse 
the tediousness of this epistle, from him who is with great 
esteem and regal'd, dear Sir, &c. Ja* Wilks/* 


To the Rev, Mr. Vicar-General Wilks, 

1774* Query^—Whether the two kinds of Bog timber 
are found on a level, or in diffei’ent stratas of soil } and what the 
particular depths of each ? and whether a portion of the black 
timber, if unpolished, would not be more satisfactory than in the 
present state, as to ascertaining the species of timber?’* 


Letters of Sir Joseph Banks *, Bart K. B. 

To Richard Gough, Esq* Enfield, 

“Bear Sir, Soho Square^ Nou 23,177S. 

“ As 1 have ventured to declare myself a candidate to succeed 
our worthy President Sir John Pringle, give me leave to ask your 
assistance in my arduous undertaking; and to hope, from the 
civilities I have so fi'equently received at your hands, that my 
petition will be granted. 

“ Your faithful humble servant, Jos, Banks*'* 

^ Jm the valuable “ Sekctian of the Corresponds rice of Linosus and 
other Naturalists,*' recently published by Sir J. K* Smith, are some of no 
small value from Sir Joseph Banks ^ from one of whreb, addressed to the 
yuuu^er LIunaus in HTS, 1 cannot resist giving an extract: “ Wiih plea¬ 
sure 1 received your favours, and the first Edition of your learned Father's 
Sjfstemat for i^hich I return you my thanks* 1 always had the highest 
respect for that valuable man, and shall pay every duty to bis memory 
which gratitude can dictate, I bave invariably studied by tUa rules of 
his System, under your learned friend Dr* Solarider ; so that the Planti 
in my intended publication will be arranged according tu bis strictest 
rules* Such as are of genera described by him will have bis names* The 
new ones, which 1 think will almost outnumber them, will be named, 
either in honour of distinguished Botanists, or, according to rules in the 
PkUos&pMa Bolanicfi, by names derived from the Greek. Uninterrupt- 
edly, however, as 1 have applied to the work of engraving for near five 
years, 1 hare not yet advanced above half of my intended progress. About 
550 plates are engraved, and J tbiuk, if cJrcutnUances as yei unexpected 
do not oblige me to cut U short, it will extend In double that number*"^ 

The 
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" Dear Sib, Soho Square^ Mareh 8, 1783* 

** In consequence of iny promise to you, I wrote to Mr. Mar- 
sham on the subject of Ingulphus, This morning he called here, 
and has this moment left me. He tells me that Sir John Mar- 
sham's Library was burned many years ago, as the tradition of 
the femily informs him i but that several valuable books were 
saved, which are now in Lord Romney's possession, at the Mote, 
near Maidstone, To-morrow morning he sets out for the 
Assizes j and he promises me that he will search diligentiy in his 
Father’s Library, and, if he can find Ingiilphus, will bring him 
to town, in which case I shall immediately lodge it in Mr, 
Nichols’s hands for you. I have not yet had time to search for 
Ingulphus in the Libraiy of the Royal Society, but shall in a 
day or two. Believe me. Sir, your faithful servant, Jos, Banks/’ 
Dear Sir, Soho Square, Ma7j 19, 17&S. 

“ I have obeyed your commands ia writing freely my stric¬ 
tures upon Camden; you on your part will doubtless as freely 
judge what is proper to admit and what to reject. If any in¬ 
formation in my power is at any time wanted, I hope you will 
do me the favour of calling for it. 1 tliink myself in duty bound 
to the man who assists in elucidating my Native County. 

Your fiiithful servant, Jos. Banks.” 

" Dear Sir, Soho Square, FeL IS, 1784, 

If the interment you mention is that of Bishop Grosthead, 
the only one with which I had any concern in the year 17S% 
any notes relative to it are much at your service. I find by 
some memorandums that a correspondence took place between 

The last Letter in this Selection, addressed by Sir Joseph to the Editor, 
Dec. 25, 18 IT, thus concludes: How immense has been the improve* 
ment of Botany since I attached myself to the study, and what iramense 
f icilitles are now offered to students^ that had no estisience till iateb - 
Yoiit descriptions, and SoweTby*s drawings, of British Plants, would have 
saved me years of labour, had they then cjtisted* I well remember the 
publication of HodEon, which was the first effort at well-directed science, 
and the eagerness with which I adopted its use." 

^ This Letter, Sir James Smith well observes, ** gives an important sanc¬ 
tion to his own sentiments, while it displays at once the knowledge, the 
indulgence, and the unassuming candour of the Writer. The hand that 
traced these lines is no longer held out to welcome and encourage every 
lover of science; and the homage of the motley crowd, of which Science 
formed but the livery, has passed away. The lasting monument of bota¬ 
nical fame, of whose judicious and classical plan so interesting a meiuo- 
rial is left us, in the first of Sir Joseph Batsks^s Letters to the younger 
Linneeus (see p.693) has been sacrificed to the duties iticumheut, for almost 
half a century, on the active and truly efficient President of the Royal So¬ 
ciety. Its loss would til have been supplied by ever so stately a mausoleum 
of marble ; and even this mausoleum has been suffered to crumble, in em¬ 
bryo^ into dust I The names of Banks and of Newton are, indeed, alike 
independent of an abortive or a mutilated monument; and inscriptions 
on brass or on marble now resigni their importance and their authority 
to the more faithful records of history and science, perpetuated for ever, 
if they deserve it, by the phcenix-hke immortality of the press." 

Since the above Note was wTitteti, it has been deterinined by Sir 
Joseph Banks's Tnends to place a Statue of him, by Chantry, in the flail 
of the British Museum. 

Dr, 


SIR JOSEPH BANKS TO MR, GOUGH, 605 


Dr_ Gordon and myaelf in the beginning of 1781 about an inter- 
nient, which is more probably the object of your eearch 5 but 1 
have unluckily mislaid the principal letter, aod can only lay my 
hands on some memorandums, by which 1 learn that at that 
time 1 consulted Mr. King about it, and probabiy put the letter 
into his hands, and that he gave for opinion that the penoa was 
Bishop Alexander. Possibly Mr. King may have some remem¬ 
brance of notes concerning it, 

** I am sorry 10 be so unfortunate, as I wish to give every 
assistance in my power to your useful and laborious undertaking; 
hut can only plead in excuse for having mislaid, for 1 hope I 
have not lost Dr. Gordon's letter, that I only commenced the 
function of a collecting Antiquary at the head of Bishop Grost- 
head's tomb in 1789, since which time 1 have prepared regular 
places to put all antiquarian matters relating to Lincolnshire, in 
an order which will preserve them from being lost. 

Your faithful servant, Jos. Banks/' 

»SiK, {Undated.'] 

My Collections for the County of Lincoln, which for some 
years [jast have not proceeded much, from the variety of more in¬ 
teresting occupations in which 1 iiave been engaged, were origi- 
ginally principally intended for the preservation of the elder An¬ 
tiquities j tile more modcjn I concluded might be easily col¬ 
lected either by myself or those who come after me* I have, 
therefore, little, if any thing, of the present century. 

" The family of Meeres (Mercs) is certainly very ancient. 
When Cook visited Lmcolnshire, temj), EUz* they had registered 
fifteen descents, but I do not believe the inscription you mention 
was ever executed* 1 do not recollect it, and no traces of it are 
to be found in my Collection of the epitaphs at Lincoln, which 
has been continued as far as the year 1735, from the list printed, 
1 ihink, in Peek's ‘ Desideiata Curiosa/ 1 am, &c. Jos* Banks." 

Dear Sir, {Undaitd^ 

“ For the polite and liberal assistance you are pleased to give 
to niy infant underiaking of collecting together materials for the 
‘ History and Antiquities of the County of Lincoln,' I beg leave 
to return nay sincere thanks, as also for the present of your Ad- 
ditioiis to Camden, from the perusal of which niy arrangement 
will derive infinite advantage ^ and the elegant Engravings of 
Monuments in the Cathediul, which I could not by any other 
means have obtained. Be assured. Sir, that your friendship as 
a Man, and assistance as an Antiquary, I shall ever cultivate with 
assiduity, well knowing the advantages to be derived to my 
society from the one, and to my studies from the other, 

'' I shall take care. Sir, to return to the Dean ^ Mr. Symson's 
copy of Bishop Saunderson's Surveys, as soon as i have time to 
look it ovei', which will not be long 5 and should esteem myself 
much obliged for a sight of the two volumes you have with 
you in their passage, which I will undertake to con\ey also to 
their owner, after you have done with them. I have seen the 
^ Sir Richard Kaye, Bart Bean of Liacola. 

remaining 
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rernaiomg volumes in the Dean's hands, and mean to borrow 
them when be has finished looking them over, 

Ifj Sir, 5rOu should be in town any day next week on which 
you could do me the honour of dining here (except Thursday), 
you will make me very happy by giving me an appointment, and 
J will ask some of your friends to nie^it you, 1 shall not fail of 
taking advantage of your obliging invitation, as aoon as the 
advance of Spring makes country excursions eligible. Believe 
me. Sir, your obliged and faithful servant, Jos. B^nks, 

Sir Joseph Banks to a Friend in Scotland*. 

“ Mtt dear Doctor, Soko Square, Feb. 33, 178^- 

" Who sha]l guess what will be the determination when a 
dozen people come together and give their opinion by ballot? 
The Committee of papers have, instead of ordering Mr. Leen's 
paper to be printed, ordered it to be deposited in the archives of 
the Society, that is, ordered it not to be inserted in the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions. Jn truth, the variation from the original 
was scarce enough to make this an original discovery. 

'*■ I congratulate you sincerely on the recovery of his Majesty, 
to which 1 can bear most ample testimony, having long had the 
honour to be consulted by him on the subject of gardening and 
farming. I was sent for on Saturday as usual, and attended in 
the garden and farm for three hours, during all which time he 
gave his orders as usual, and talked to me on a variety of sub¬ 
jects without once uttering a weak or a foolish sentence. 

In bodily health he is certainly improved. He is lighter by 
about 15 pounds than he was; he is more agile, and walks as 
firm as ever he did. He did not walk less than four miles in the 
garden and adjoining country, 1 have no doubt that he is 
able at this moment to resume the reins of government, but I 
hear he will not do t for some time, least too much exertion of 
mind might endanger a relapse. Believe me^ &c. Jos. Bajjks.** 

To Richard Gough, Esq. 

“ Sir, Soho Square, Feb. 33, 17S9* 

I have read over with care and attention Mr, Sherwin’s 
Essay, which you were so good as to put into the hands of Dr, 
Blagden fort he Royal Society, As it must, if read there, be in¬ 
troduced to the Fellows in your name, and as the course of your 
studies has not directed your attention to the subject on which 
it treats, I think it my duty to acquaint you, that 1 find myself 
in some instances unable to admit the data the author has as¬ 
sumed, and in others to follow the reasoning he has grounded 
upon them to the establishment of the conclusions he wishes to 
draw- Thus circumstanced, 1 cannot advise you to submit the 
paper to the judgment of the Royal Society; but, as I am not in 
the habit of preterring my own opinions to those of my fiiends, 
1 shall, if yon continue your wishes on that subject, cause it to 
he read there as soon as can be tlone with piopriety, which will 
he in the course of a few weeks. 1 am, &c. Jos. Backs'* 

^ The name is erased from Che envelope. S&ho 
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" Soho Stimre, Juhj 1789. Sir Joseph Banks presents Ms 
compliments to Mr. Gougbj md returns his best thanks for his 
valuable and acceptable ]Vfesenfe [Canideo s Britannia]; which he 
shall highly value as a memorial of the Author's friendship-'* 

Dear Sir, Saturday^ Dec, 19, 17S9. 

" I am particularly obliged to you for the valuable addition 
you have made to my Topography of Lincolnshire, by the Plates 
of the Se[mlcht‘al Monuments you were so good as to send yes¬ 
terday, but i fear I must be still importunate, as I have either 
omitted to state, or you have happened to overlook my wish 
for crosses opposite p, cvtiL plate 1, which contains a cross at 
Long Sutton ; and ditto, plate 4, which has one at Norton 
Disney, instead of which 1 have plate 2, in ivhich 1 do not know 
of any Lincolnshire cross, 

“ 1 shall wait with patience for Bishop Gravesaude, and in tlie 
mean time, if any thing can be gleaned from my imperfect lucu¬ 
brations likely to be valuable to any part of your intended publi¬ 
cations, I shall have the greatest pleasure in shewing my sense 
of your civilities by communicating it* 1 am, Jos, Banks/’ 

To Mr Deputy Niciiots. 

Soho Squarej Dec, ^8, 179L 

■* Sir Joseph Banks presents his compliments to Mr. Nichols, 
and returns him many thanks for the beautiful Impression of 
Threekingham Church he was so good as to send last night. 

Lest Mi\ Nichols should not be fully apprised of the cireiim- 
stancc. Sir Joseph takes this opportunity of acquainting him 
that, when the Council of the Royal Society determined to change 
their Printer, it was repeatedly declared, that no cause of dis¬ 
satisfaction then existed between the Society and Mr. Nichols. 
Consequently the only reason for the change was a preference to the 
new mode of Frinti??gj which no one but Mr- Bulmer* can execute/’ 

Dec. 30, 1791. 

** Till this Summer I always believed that Betvoir was 
in Leicestershire, and consequently never collected informa¬ 
tion concerning it, conceiving the County of Lincoln a fieUl 
amply sufficient to occupy the whole of the leisure time 1 could 
spare for the study of Antiquities. 

In the beginning of November last I had occasion to visit 
the Castle on business relative to a Canal intended to be carried 
from Grantham to the Trent; when, among other things, 1 
learned from Mr. King, the Duke's Agent, that Be I voir, and 

^ Mf.Bulruer has the credit of first bringing; into extensive use wbat 
is techniebally called Fins Pnniing ; which bad been previously carried 
Oil in Paris by the celebrated Didot; at Birmingham by Baskerville ; anti 
fUl) earlier in London (on a smsU scale) by Dryden Leacb fsee the ** Lite¬ 
rary Anecdotes/' voL VII. p. 224.) — It consists in new Types, excellent 
Ink, improved Printing; Presses, a sufficient lime allowed to the Press men 
for extraordinary attention, and last, not least, an inclination in the Em¬ 
ployer to pay a considerably advanced price.—^Mr. Bulmer's example was 
luceessfully followed by Mr. Bensley ; and Fine PrinUng is now beau- 
lifully performed by eveiy Printer of respectability in the United En^pire. 
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its imnijediate doiuainj is entirely in Lincolnshire which, he 
assured me, appeared cleai ly to be the case from the Register 
of the Monasteryf at present in his possession. I had not 
time, being' in company with gentlemen who were earnest in 
the pursuit of the business we were engaged in, to enquire 
particulars 5 but 1 have no doubt that Mr* King will, if you 
write to him, and tell him the reason yon wish for information, 
is that you are engaged in the laudable pursuit of making 
public the Antiquities of Leicestershire^ give you full information 
on the subject. 1 ani, 6cc. Jos. Banks." 

SiE, Soho Square^ July 11, 1795. 

It is now a considenible time, more than a year 1 believe, 
since I seat to you, by Mr. Marsden, a Latin paper on the sub¬ 
ject of the Cayu upas, or poisonous tree, of the East Indies, 
with my consent fof its publication in your Magazine, if you 
chose to make use of it. Sir George Staunton, who sent me the 
paper from Boteire, lias requested it to be retinmed to him j and 
I shall therefore be much obliged if you can lay your hands upon 
it, and will send it back to me. * Jos, Banks." 

July 19. Sir Joseph having been informed that Mr* Nichols 
has a very good Collection of old Newspapers, will be much 
obliged, if he has the Craftsman, if he will lend him the months 
of March and July 17^8.—Sii^ Joseph feels himself much obliged 
to Mr. NichoiSj for recovering the paper lie enquired after, which 
he has received safe, and forwarded to Sir George Staunton." 

To Rich A ED Gouoh, Esq, 

** My dear Sir, Sako Square, March 25, 1797. 

" 1 have, as I believe you know, been engaged for more than 
ten years in collecting all maps, prints, and engraved portraits, that 
have any near reference to the County of Lincoln. It is now 
become a valuable mass of materials, which will be of use if 
either myself or any other person should undertake a History of 
the County. When you published the first volume of your Sepul¬ 
chral MonumentSj you wei e so good to me as to allow me to have 
impressions of such prints in it as related to Lincolnshire, a 
favour for which 1 felt myself not a little obliged, and which has 
added no inconsiderable portion to the value of my Collection. 

In your present volume 1 find a large proportion of the same 
sort very interesting to me, particularly Tettershall. I am there¬ 
fore, Sir, once more your suitor, and shall think myself not a 
little obliged if you will again indulge me with copies of such 
Prints as relate to Lincolnshire. Believe me. Sir, with regard 
and esteem, your obliged humble servant, Jos. Banks." 

* The antient site of Belvoir Castle is in Leicestershire ; but the noble 
<lomaii» which surrounds it extends far both into the Counties of Lincoln 
and Nottingham. See the “ History of Leicestershire/’ vuL (I. p. 22, 
f I rom the then minority of the present Duke of Rutland, 1 was not 
able to obtain a sight of this antient Register.—The same cause deprived 
the History of Leicestershire" of Plates from the fine monumencs of bis 
Grace's more immediate ancestors the eight first Earls. Those of the 
more remote Worthies were engraved at my own expence. 

To 
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To Mn Deputy Nichols- 

^oho Square: AprU2i: 1797 * 

^^Haviog occasion to enquire into some particulai^ relative to 
Edward Marquis of Woreesteiv 1 applied^ among other authori- 
tieSj to your Magazine, where I found his Scent lings re-printed, 
and at last, in the 54th volume, part 1 . a reference in the Index 
to a place where particulars of him were to be found> exactly the 
thing [ was in seai'ch of- The pages referred to, however, gave me 
BO satiafection j there is, therefore, some error in the reference* 
If yon. Sir, are acquainted with it, aitd can instruct me where to 
refer to for the true reference you will oblige 

Your humble servant, Jos* Banks*" 


F, A. Barnard-{- j Esq. to Mr. Gough. 

" Deak Sib, St. Jatn€S*Sj Aug^ 10, 17S6- 

“ I am desired to procure some information respecting the 
time when were first annexed to Books printed in 

England, Scotland,.and Ireland j and I shall esteem it a particular 
favour if you will permit me to state the queries to you, and re¬ 
quest your opinion respecting them, Wliat was the first book 
printed with tlie Privilege either of the King or Parliament ? 
Palmer mentions a Privilege for the first time to Henry the 
Eighth’s Book against Luther, printed in 15^1- Were there no 
Books printed in England before that year with a Privilege? Tiie 
Psalter, printed by order of Henry the Eighth, in 1504, by Wil- 
ham Fanque — has not that Book a Privilege ? has not any 
printed by Julian Notary, or Henry Pepwel ? If any Books were 
printed with a Piivilege before 1521, a notice of them is re¬ 
quested) and it is also desired to have the notice of any Books 
printed with a Privilege in either Scotland or Ireland before that 
year. It is also enquired whether in the 15th and Idtb centu¬ 
ries the year began in England tlie 1st of January, or at Easter) 
and what proofs there are of its beginning at Easter > and when 
the custom of reckoning from the Ist of January was first intro¬ 
duced, I hope you will excuse the liberty of troubling you with 
these inquiines. It Is the consequence of your having much moj e 
knowledge in these matters than any other literaiy gentleman, 
and being always ready to oblige those who apply for information, 
"This letter being sent from my Office in the Custom-iiouse J, 
will be free of postage, and the answer directed to me at the 
Custom-house, will have the same advantage, 

" I am, with great regard, Fbeh. Barnard/* 

Answer; The reference is right. See voL LIV, p, S64, 
f Frederick Augustus BAriiard, F- S, A* 1785) F. R, S* 1750; and 
many years Lib ran an and Keeper of the Medals, Drawingfs, &c. in the 
Royal Library, under the late King", and since to bis present Majesty, 

1 The Office of the Examiners of the Out Port Books, 
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Dr. John Barnardiston * to Mr. Gough. 

" Dear Sib, Benet College, Sept. 175 "t* 

** Oar scene begins to open. The Fair has brought some 
people back to Cambridge 5 and of those who are not the happy 
Members of this place^ there have been many who came to par¬ 
take of the diversions of the season^ though the most dull and 
insipid of their kind. Cottf and 1 have had company with us all 
this week; and should have been very glad of your company, if it 
could have so happened, to be of our part)'. Cott has exerted 
his genius on the occasion, and has acted the part of the niasier 
of a family with great success, so polite and so entirely w ell bred, 
that nothing ever was like it. Yours most sincerely, J. B,'* 
“.Deah Sib, Noh\Z, 1754. 

I imagined vve should have had the pleasure of seeing you 
in College before this time^ and, had that been the case, we 
should iiave begun Lectures on Monday; but J find by Kerricli 
that you stay for a sumEnons. When it is agieeable therefore fcr 
you to leave Knfield, we shall he extremely glad of your com¬ 
pany. Yours most sincerely, J. 

Deah Sir, March 20, 1755. 

I received yours by Mr. Cott, though not so soon as 1 ex¬ 
pected it; for, if 1 remember right, you gave me some hopes of 
hearing from you j and to a man of your piinctiiality and exact¬ 
ness, a most distant insinuation upon such a subject amounts 
nearly to an absolute promise. I am glad to bear you have been 
to pay your devoirs to Mr, Garrick j it will give you an opportu¬ 
nity of checking our stage eriticks, when, through the redundancy 
of their eulogiums, they sometimes are apt to pass the bounds of 
truth. What will you say when 1 tell you that I send you this 
as a challenge to you, to return hither with me the week after 
Easter ? You must know then, that 1 intend coming to London 
on Easter Monday, and spending a part of the following week 
in rown, ! shall take up my quarters at my Brother Constable's 
in Change Alley; and shall return in the Fly, which will be made 
more agreeable by your company. We did expect his Grace of 
Newcastle here in Easter week, to lay tlie first stone of our new' 
Building > but lie sent yesterday to the Vice-chancellor, to let 
him know he could not come so soon, I suppose these wars 
and rumours of wars liinder his Grace from leaving town. 

We go on here as usual. Pai ticular regard has been paid to 
your volumes ■ and the Caliph, Grand Vizier, and the Sultaness 
Schefierizade, all desire their best respects. Yours, Ac. J. E/' 

" Deab Sie, Bene't College, ^ipril 14 , 1759* 

I should sooner have acknowledged your obliging letter; but, 
was willing to stay till I had been do’wn to Fulmodeston, to take 

♦ Tutor of Bene*t College, Cambridge, when Mr. Gongb was a Student 
there, and subsequently Master of that College. He published a Sermon 
preached before the Houfie of Commons, Jan, 30, I 7 G 6 . See the Litt- 
rary Aneedoies/' voJ. VJI. pp. 503. 

♦f- The Rev. John Cott, B. D* Mr. GouBh's Private Tutor* Sei the 
** Literary Anecdotes/' yol VJ. p. 26r i and vol, VI1. pp. QH. 543 . 

possession 
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possession, find was etitibled to give you some account of the 
premises, I found an handsoTUe, or rather, considering it is a 
Norfolk parsonage, a magnificent house, well-built of brick, and 
well tiled, all in good repair. There are seven windows in fi'ont. 
On the ground floor 1 have a large hall, two parlours, a kitchen, 
a back^house, as they call it, and good brewhouse. Over these 
are three handsome chambers, two middling ones, and a study* 
Up two pair of stairs there are four good garrets. Thus much 
for my man si on < Before my house there is an haudsorne court¬ 
yard, or rather garden, walled in on the sides, and white pali¬ 
sades towards the street. The gravel walk from the hall door to 
the palisades is somewhat longer than our long walk in the Col¬ 
lege garden* The main garden runs the length of this court¬ 
yard and house, parallel to it, and consists of somevvhat more 
than an acre of ground. There is in one part of my garden an 
island, the suitace of ivhich is covered with strawberries* I need 
not, I suppose, tell you that 1 immediately called it Strawberry 
Island. On the other side of my house and court-yaid, is my farm- 
yaid, in which there is a noble Parson^s barn, built of brick, two 
stables, one for two horses only, the other new built last sum- 
mer, for eight horses ; these are also built of brick* The tithes 
and glebe are let for somevvhat more than two hundred pounds 
a year j and 1 am informed are very improveable* 

‘‘ Thus, I think, I have given you an ample description of 
my situation 5 and must farther add, that I don't know any one 
circumstance that would give me more real pleasure, or any one 
person whom 1 should be more glad to see there than yourself* 
You have promised jpe a visit, and I shall depend upon it* I 
shall leave College about this time twelvemonth, and fix there 
for life 5 and the sooner 1 see you tliera after I am fixed, the more 
I shall feel myself obliged to you* 

Most sincerely yours, J* Barnardiston*’’ 

'' Dear Sir, ' Mafj ^1%, I7d0* 

“ 1 left Cambridge on the I7th of April, and reached this 
place the next day, where ) received ycmrs of the ^5th* 1 am 

much pleased with the thoughts of seeing you liere, and when¬ 
ever it suits your convenience, I shall be extremely glad of your 
company j you will favour me with a line with your time of 
coming," that 1 may not be absent from hence, when you intend 
me the favour* I would not have you conclude from hence 
that I intend to become a great gossip, and go much from 
home ; but the ease is, that two of my old College friends, about 
my own standing in the University, Dr* Hammond and Mr* 
Dowsing, are settled in this County ; the one about twelve, the 
other the distance of twenty miles from me, and we have agreed, 
when we visit, to make a Parson^svisitj from Monday to Saturday. 

‘^I am very sure that you will like this place. It is neat, and 
I think I may say, for a parson age-ho use (especially in this 
county), elegant j however, I shall say nothing more upon the 
subject, for fear too great an encomium may prove detrimental, 
and make my habitation apt>ear to a disadvantage* 

“1 shall 
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I shall say nothing upon the agreeableness of family life, 
when compared with College, lest you should look upon it as 
words of course, but will leave you to make your own observa¬ 
tions upon it when I have the pleasure of seeing you here. 

Your very obliged and obedient servant, J.Barnakdiston/* 

To the Rev. Dr. Eaewakdistok* 

Dear Sir, Enfieldj June 27, 1T63. 

The Rector of Braxted^ is so busy with his workmen, that 
he has scarce a room to sit in, except his late boot and shoe 
closet, which is now his parlour and study and all; and he 
climbs up to bed by a ladder, like your ducks and chickens. He 
has entirely rebuilt the inside of his house, but 1 think lessened 
his parlours too much by a hall, at the back of which will be a 
narrow passage, communicating with the kitchen and study at 
each end, which i think might as well have been laid into it. 
But he will have some good chambers, and the situation is de¬ 
lightful, on a hill surrounded with extensive glebe and prospect 
round it. I cannot, however, forgive him the death of so many 
fine chns which he has cut down, under a notion of opening the 
view. He has a pretty snug church, %vhich he might almost put 
into his house j and Mr. Du Cane f has built a large vault and a 
pew’^, or rather chamber, over it, on the Nortli side, almost as 
big as the Church, I am yours, R* Gough.” 

To Richard Gough, Esep 

Dear Sir, Fulmodesionj Jul^ S, 17C3. 

"Dr, Davis has been at Fakenham,^nd takes possession of 
the Lin ing, and seems to think he shall come to reside there. 
You ask me how ray College prospects go on, I can only say 
that I believe they are not worse than they were. By the bye, the 
Bishop would fain have given up at the last audit, but the Duke 
of N. desired he would keep it a little longer, and the Bishop 
is too much obliged to his Grace to oppose his inclinations. This 
is certain, that the Bishop will not hold it an hour longer than 
he can help. 1 had a letter from Colman yesterday y he tells me 
that Mr. Cott has been at Gambridge lately, and I find has and 
will lay out at Braxted before he has finished, the best part of 
500i. I most heartily wish him health and long life lo enjoy it.^ 
Your very obliged and obedient servant, J. Barnaroiston.'' 

# The Rev. John Cott. Seep. 700. 

f The manor of Great Braxted was purchased by Peter Dn Cane, Esq. 
who had been Higli-Sherlff in 1745, A very elegant seat called Braxted 
Lodge, surrounded by a park, and standing upon an eminence which com¬ 
mands a most agreeable prospect of the neighbouring country, makes a 
considerable part of this manor. There has lately been built: by the 
owners of the Lodge, a very good room adjiulning to the Church, with a 
fire-place for their accomioodation when they attend divine service ; and 
undernealli this room is a vault intended as a burying-pi ace for the fa¬ 
mily. It is at present quite empty; and as the family it is intended one 
day to contain are worthy and well-disposed, we shall be happy to find it 
for many years in it's present unoccupied state. History of Essex, pub- 
iislied ill 1770 under the directian of Peter Muihnan, Esq.Bvo.vol.I, p.37JJ. 

Memons 
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Memoirs of Bishop Bennet, 

This exemplary Prelate was most respectable for bis learning', 
and most exemplary for his tip right ness, benevolence^ and piety. 
He was educated first under the worthy Dr. Thackeray, and after¬ 
wards under his learned successor. Dr, Robert Sumner, at Har¬ 
row School, At this famous Seminary his principal associates 
were men of no ordinary rank in Literature ^ amongst whom 
were the profoundly-learned Dr* Parr, and the not less celebrated 
Sir William Jones, At this period, as we learn from Lord 
Teignmouth, young Jones invented a political play, in w'hich 
Bennet and Parr were his principal associates; and the late worthy 
Bishop informed the Writer of this article, that “ great peculiarity 
of thinking, fondness for wilting verses and plays of various 
kinds, and a degree of integrity and manly courage, clistinguished 
young Jones even at this period,” 

Mr, Bennet was removed to Emanuel College, Cambridge; 
where he took the degrees of E* A, in ITOf ; and M, A, in 1770. 

His compositions in English were perspicuous, correct, and 
elegant. When a young man, he wrote Latin prose and Latin vei^e 
with gi^eat fluency j and a cojjy of verses, which the men at Cam¬ 
bridge call Triposj was honoured with the warm approbation, 
even of the austere and fctidinus Mr. Gray. 

In 1775 he succeeded his friend Dr. Richard Farmer in the 
Tutoi’ship of his College, He proceeded B. D, in 1777; and D, D. 
in 1790; in^vhich latter year, this elegant and profound Scholar, 
having been appointed Chaplain to the Earl of Westmoreland, 
was most deservedly elevated to the Bishoprick of Cork and 
Ross; and in 1794, was translated to the valuable See of Cloync, 
estimated at nearly 6000L per annmji. 

The new Bishop was elected in 1790 a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries; whose pursuits were very congenial to his own. 
He was particularly skilled in the knowledge of Roman Roads; 
to which, in conjunction with his learned friend the Rev, Thomas 
Leman, of Bath, he had paid the greatest attention. In a Letter 
to Mr. Nichols, the Bisliop gives it as his opinion, from his own 
observation and that of Mr. Leman, that this Island had many 
more Roman Towns and Roads in it than have been generally 
imagined; (see p, 707.) The Bishop found undoubted marks of 
five Roads round the toivn of Cambridge only. He communi¬ 
cated to the ** Histoiy of Leicestershire ” a Plate containing two 
Views of the old Church of St. Nicholas in that Town, with a 
Portion of the Roman Wall; (see p. 70S,) He also gave some 
judicious observation on the Roman Roads and Stations in that 
County, in addition to the essay on that subject by Mr. Leman. 
He conferred a similar favour on the Rev. Mr. Polwhele, in the 
History of Corow^al!and was a frequent and much-esteemed 
Correspondent of the Rev. Dr. Parr, the Rev, Dr. Fai'mer, the 
Rev. William Cole, and Mr. Gough. 


In 
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Til Dr. Parras memorable Sequel to a printed Paper lately 
circulated in Warwickshire by the Rev, Charles Curtis^ 175^2/' 
the learned Doctor, enumerating some of his highly-esteemed 
CoiTesjJondents, places fii^t “ that most amiable man, and most 
accomplished scholar. Dr, Bennet, the Bishop of Cork and in 
a subsequent Pamphlet, in answer to Dr, Conibe, 1795, will be 
found the following just and admirable character of Bishop Ben- 
net, which I cannot resist re-printing in this place, as it is, to 
use the words of the CoiTCSpondent who originally sent the ex¬ 
tract to the Gentleman's Magazine, a literaiy tribute due to 
a man, not only of the first attainments, but of the mildest cem- 
plexion of manners 

Among the Fellows of Emanuel College w-ho endeavoured 
to shake Mr* Homeria resolution, and to preserve for him his 
academical rank, there was one man, whom I cannot remember 
without feeling that all my inclination to commend, and all my 
talents for commendation, are disproportionate to his merit* 
From habits not only of close intimacy, but of early and unin- 
teiTupted friendship, I can say, that there is scarcely one Greek 
or Roman author of eminence, in verse or prose, whose writings 
are not familiar to him. He is equally successful in combating 
the difficulties of the most obscure, and catching, at a glance, 
the beauties of the most elegant* Though I could mention two 
or three persons who have made a gieater proficiency than my 
friend in philosophical learning, yet, after surveying all the inteb 
lectual endowments of all my literary acquaintance, 1 cannot 
name the man whose taste seems to he more coirect and more 
pure, or whose judgment upon any composition in Greek, Latin, 
or English, would carry with it higher authority to my mind. 

To those discourses vvhich, when delivered before an acade¬ 
mical audience, captivated the young and interested the old, 
W'hich were argumentative without formality, and brilliant willi^ 
out gaudiness, and in which the happiest selection of topics was 
united with the most luminous arrangement of matter, it cannot 
be unsafe for me to pay the tribute of my praise, because eveiy 
hearer was an admirer, and every admirer w ill be a witness. As 
a tutor, he was unwearied in the instruction, liberal in the go¬ 
vernment, and anxious for the welfare of all who were entrusted 
to his care* The brilliancy of his conversation, and the suavity 
of his manners, were the more endearing, because they were 
united with qualities of a higher order j because in morals he 
w as correct witlmut moroseness, and because in I'cligioii he was 
serious without bigotry* From the retirement of a college he 
stepped at once into the'circle of a cotirtj but he has not been 
dazzled by its glare, nor tainted by its corruptions. As a j>relate, 
he does honour to the gratitude of a patron who w^as once bis 
pupil, and to the dignity of a station where, in his wise and 
honest judgment upon things, great duties are connected with 
great emoluments* If* from general description, I were permit- 
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tal to descend to particular detail, ! should eay, that in one in¬ 
stance he exhibited a noble proof of generosity, by refiising to 
accept the legal and customary profits of Ins office fium a Pea¬ 
santry bending down under the weight of indigence and exac¬ 
tion. I should say, that, upon anoU^er occasion, he did not suf¬ 
fer himself to be irritated by perverse and audacious opposition 5 
but, blending mercy with j ustice, spared a misguided father for 
the sake of a distressed dependent family, and provided, at the 
same time, for the instruction of a large and populous parish, 
without pushing to extremes his Episcopal rights when invaded, 
and his Episcopal power when defied. While the English Uni¬ 
versities produce such scholars, they will indeed deserve to be 
considered as the nurseries of Learning and Virtue. While the 
Church of Ireland is adorned by such Prelates, it cannot have 
much to fear from that spirit of restless discontent and excessive 
refinement which has lately gone abroad. It will be instru¬ 
mental to the best purposes by the best means. It will gain 
fresh security and fresh lustre fi'om the support of wise and good 
men. It will promote the noblest interest^ of society, and up¬ 
hold, in this day of peril, the sacred cause of true Religion- 

" Sweet is the refreshment afforded to my soul by the remem- 
biance of such a scholar, such a man, and such a friend, as 
Dr. William Bennet, Bishop of Cork.'* 

This excellent Prelate was also thus characterized in ISI7 by 
Mr. Beloe, in The Sexagenaiian 

The very learned Bishop of Cloyne was Tutor of Emanuel 
1 College when Lord Westmoreland resided there, and was his 
Lordship’s Private Tutor also. He had previously received his 
education at Harrow, and was in every respect a very learned 
and accomplished man. When Lord Westmoreland was ap¬ 
pointed to the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland, he necessarily re¬ 
membered his old preceptor and friend* He was accordingly 
on the first opportunity appointed to the Bishoprick of Cork, 
and afterwards to the more lucrative See of Cloyne. Whoever 
knew this amiable Prelate in hia early life, or hare been honoured 
by his friendship in his progress to Ins present dignity, cannot 
but experience the truest satisfaction from seeing the benefits of 
fortune so honourably bestowed, and so discreetly enjoyed*” 

In 1791 Bishop Bennet mamed Frances, daughter of the 
Rev. Nathaniel Mapletoft, of Boughton, Nonhamptonshire, by 
Anna-Maria, only daughter of Charles fifth Viscount CuUen, 
His Lady survives him, but there are no children. Owing to 
illness in his family, he for some years past spent ^the greatest 
portion of his time in London j where he w-as at all times 
prompt to assist the charitable institutions in the Metropolis 
with his powerful assistance from the pulpit* In March 1830 
he anxiously performed his promise of preaching at St.Michaers, 
Comhill, when his health had been much impaired by a recent 
attack of the gout, and when the weather was very cold. This 
last and most meritorious exertion shortened his life j and his 
death, which happened on the Idth of July, was deeply and 
sincerely regretted. 

VoL* IV. Z z Letteri 
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Letters to and from Bishop Bennet. 

To Richard Goubh, Esq. Enfield. 

Sir, Emanuel College^ Camhrldge, May 19, 17S8, 

The general character you have for knowledge in Antiqua¬ 
rian researches, as well as libemlity in communicating informa¬ 
tion wherever it is required, makes me (though a personal 
stranger to yon) presume to beg the favour of your advice and 
direction in a tour I propose to make this summer, with a view 
of determining the true course of the Fosse and Ikenield-street j 
and such Roman Stations as may be upon or near those roads* 1 
have long thought this is only to be done in the manner Stuke- 
ley traced a part of the Fosse from Lincoln to the Wat! ing^ street, 
and 1 wash to continue his plan with all the accuracy in my 
power. We shall then see probably whether Horsley is right in 
fixing Meridununi at Eggerdon, or Stukeley in thinking it at 
Seaton. My view is amusement merely, and the satisfacinn of 
those who, like myself, are fond of these puj’suits. 

My suit to yon, Sir, is, if you liave any particular theory on 
the subject, any wish to have a Station on the route particularly 
examined, any information that you think might be useful to a 
young Antiquaiy (though not a very pitng man), lo beg you 
would be so kind, if you can spare time, to favour me with a 
line on the subject, directed to me at Emanuel College, I do 
not leave Cambridge tiU the Sd or 3d of July. 

'' I must again beg pardon. Sir, for thus breaking in upon 
your time by a request which you may probably think presump¬ 
tuous or trifling j and hope, if you do not think fit to grant the 
favour I ask, you will at least excuse my freedom in making it. I 
am, Sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, W. Bennet/’ 

To the Rev, William Bennet, Emanuel College. 

“ Sir, Biifiddy May 30, 1738. 

" I had your favour on my return from a little excursion into 
Hampshire. It gives me great pleasure to find the spirit of Anti' 
quarian research, which seems on the decline in my old College, 
revive in yours. I wish it was in my power to assist you in ti^acing 
the Roman Roads in England. I have always conceived it was 
only to be done by divesting one’s self as much as possible of a 
systematic adherence to former investigations, and travelling over 
the country in such a direction as the Roads commonly called 
Roman, w'ould lead from one well-ascertained Station to another, 
and hitting on the intcmiediate ones as circumstances and vestiges 
suggested. This cannot be done to so much advantage as by a 
residence in a County, which will give opportunities to examine 
every bank or ditch in fields and woods otf the common road. 

I once amused myself with such an examination in a small 
part of Lincolnshire, and found a wondei-fiil correspondence in 
Rr. Stukeley’s examination. The number of camps and vicinal 
ways that have been slightly, if at all explored, are greater than 

can 
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can he imagined, as I have formerly experienced in Essex. My 
Iricnd Hutchins took more pains in these things in Dorsetshire 
than any man I ever heard of for a single County, 1 have heard 
of a Mr. Lewis in Devon, now deceased, who had made many dis¬ 
coveries in that County, but 1 believe never connected them to¬ 
gether. I fear I am only pointing out to you the difficulties of your 
work, without relieving you in it. Should you fail in discovery, 
you will have exercise and pleasure in your reseai*chesj but I 
flatter myself they will throw some new light on the course of 
the Foss and Ikenield-street; and shall at all times be glad to 
hear from, or to converse with you on these matters. I am. Sir, 
“ Your obedient servant, R. Gough." 


To Mr, Deputy Nichols. 

Sir, Dublin^ Match 9, 1792. 

'' You are extremely welcome to any assistance I can give 
you) and, fearing you might mistake my meaning about the 
Roman Roads whidi I wished you or your Friend to travel, I 
Will explain myself a little more. 

The Fosse and Watling-street, and the Road we call the 
yia Devana (from Colchester to Chester), have been all so care¬ 
fully travelled by Mr, Leman and myself^, that ! think there is 
no necessity to give yourself much trouble about them ; but 
there are two Leicestershire Roman Roads very well wojth tra¬ 
velling. One crosses the Fosse at Sega Hill, in a direction from 
the Forest towards the higher pait of the Vale of Bel voir j the other 
crosses the Fia Devana^ and bears for Burrow HiH. The unerring 
marks of a Roman Road is an even line which it always recovers 
if interrupted by inclosures; and, after a little practice, it is soon 
known from a modern one ; but in your deep County i would 
not advise these tours to be undertaken except m a dry summer. 

Our Firef was certainly accidental. The Committee of the 
House of Commons have reported it so. 

If I can do any thing for you in any way in Ireland, you 
may command your obedient servant, W. Cork." 

Sir, Dublm Castle^ ^^pril 11, 1792. 

If, in your Leicestei'shire History, under Elmthorpe^ you 
want any information about the Cockayne Family, I can send 
whatever you wish, lieing very intimate with them. 

In all great Works of your kind there are some Buddings or 
Tombs, the engraving of which would do credit to your work, 
but no one can be found to bear the ex pence. If you will send 

• See the History of Leicestershire, voL I. pp. cxlvU—cl. 

t About half past five on the evening of Feb. 27 1 I753> a fire broke 
out in the House of Commons, and at half past six the whole roof over 
the House fell in. By the immediate assistance of the engines, no more 
was hurut than the round part of the House ; the porticos, the House 
of Lords, and all the Commitiee Rooms were safe.^A View of this noble 
BuUfUng, as it appeared just before the Dome fell in, is given in Gent. 
Mag, vol. LXir. p. S97. 
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me a list of such, and whereabout the expence of engraving wiU 
be, I shall be proud to add to the beauty and Talue of your un¬ 
dertaking by at least patronixing one of them. 

" I mentioned in a few hasty observations I sent to Mn 
Throsby last year, that I did not wish my name to be mentioned; 
but, should you in your Prelkce or other part mention the Friends 
that have lent a little assistance, I can never blush at my name 
appearing where Dr* Farmer's and Mr* Leinan*a must appeaf. 

1 have written in a great hurry, and know not if I am in¬ 
telligible, but am forced to be quick to be in time for the post; 
and remain youi^ very sincerely, W. Cork/* 

Sir, Dubliny Apnl SO, 1792 . 

I thank you for your very civil Ijetter* Mr* Cockayne and 
I have gone over your account of Eimsthorpe"^ together; but the 
Family aeem to know no more of it than you have told them. They 
suspect one or tw'o of the Lords Cullen to have been buried at 
ElmsthorpCj as they are not with the rest at Kush ton* 

The Cullen Family bear for their Crest a Cock, asMr*Cockayne 
has drawn it, not on ci ruined toxutTf which w^as perhaps the dis¬ 
tinction between them and the Cockavnes of Ashburn* 

In the account of Sir John Cockaine, in your note on page 
972, the sentence of his losing his life on Saturday is obscure, 
owing to the account of Hotspui*'s victory ovej* Lord Douglas 
(which has nothing to do with the matter) being put in, Qu. if 
Halwidown is the proper way of spelling the place of that action? 

In a very beautiful picture by Sir Peter Lely of Elizabeth 
Fentham Lady Cullen, now at Riishton, in the back ground is a 
view of a very handsome seat—Quaere, if of Elmsthorpe, then in 
the possession of the family, and where she and her husband lived ? 

Sir William Cockaine, whose sis daughters married so 
greatly, is said to have given them ten thousand pounds each, 
and to have left his son a clear rental of per anmm. His 

seal is to many papers in the possession of the family, and his 
crest is always a Cock’s Head, without the Church. 

You may chuse for me which of the three Leicester Churches 
shall be engraved at my expence* St* Nicholas with the Jewry 
wall would be much in my wayfj but you shall dispose of me as 
you like; and I know both St. Maigaret’s and St. Martin’s are 
well worth engraving. If you mention my name at the bottom 
of the Plate, as I see is done often in County Histories, be so 
good as to distinguish my surname, "William Bennct, D*D. Bishop 
of Cork/ as the title alone, especially in Ireland, is very floating. 

’ "" Your obedient servant, W. Cork/’ 

* In the Bibliotheca Topo^rapblca Britaniiica,*' No* LIV. published 
in 1790, as a Prelude to the more regular History' of Leicestershire* 

-f The plate finally fijced on, and engraved at Bishop Bennet^a expence 
after bis translation to the See of Cloyne, contaUis two views of the very 
antient Church of St* Nicholas (ihe Tower of which was built chiefly with 
Roman bricks), a small separate View of the Jewry Wall, and several 
Roman Coins found at Leicester, See the History of that County, vol. 1. 
Flate XLV. p* 
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To Kichahd Gough, Esq, 

« Dublin^ Aug, 9, 179S- 

" Having heard you are preparing a Second Edition of your 
'Camden; a work to which 1 am indebted for many very pleasant 
hours, 1 will take the liberty, if you will permit me, to trouble 
you with such remarks on it as have suggested themselves to me 
in the course of my reading. They consist chiefly of a few cor- 
l ecJions, and some additions, which you wOl use or not as you 
think fit, and which I will take care shall be conveyed to you with¬ 
out any expence, 1 beg leave to offer this as a debt of gratitude 
to you for your kindness in giving me some instructions and en- 
coui'ageinent about the year 1789> relative to a tour I then medi¬ 
tated, along the Fosse Eoad'^» A severe inflammation in my eyes, 
which attacked me soon after my rettirn from that journey, and 
deprived me of the use of one of them, prevented me from mak¬ 
ing some communications to you on that subject, and returning 
my thanks to you for the favour, which I now do with great 
sincerity 5 and atn. Sir, your obedient servant, W. Cloyne. 

“ My Lord, Enfeld, 1T9S- 

I should not be duly solicitous about my reputation as an 
antiquary if I did not pay that attention to your kind offer of 
correcting the intended new Edition of the ^ Britannia/ Little 
favourable as the times at present are to such an undertaking, 
the first volume is nearly re-printed. The Fosse ivay is open to 
correction, and all the Counties which follow Berks. I Jiave only 
to regret how few are the offers of assistance in any part of the 
Three Kingdoms, and how much the ravages of a rebellious spirit 
have rendered a new account of many parts of Ireland absolutely 
necessary. May one hope that a dispassionate account ivill ever 
be given of the most wanton depedations f that ever entered 
into the heart ot man to commit, and which recall to remem¬ 
brance the horrors of the two preceding centuries ? 

" Mr. Nichols, who, with some Friends of both Universities, 
favours me with his company here this day, desires to pr^ent 
his respects. 

Tliat your Lordship may long be preserved from such alarms 
to indulge vour literary purauits in happy tranquillity, is the sin¬ 
cere wish of your Lordship's obedient £ei%^ant, 11^ Gough.’’ 

'"My Lord, ^ 799 , 

» Your Lordship has laid me under very great obligations by 
the notes you favoured me with on the 'Britannia, they came 
in time for Berkshire, and not out of time for the Counties 
which precede it j for they can be incorporated in other parts, 
and in the preliminary disquisitions on the Roman Roads, The 
discovery of the Station at Wanborough Hythe is, as you very 
justly obsen'e, extremely interesting. 

"If one could wish your Lordship anything more riian the 
tranquil enjoyment of your present station, perhaps it might 
be literary retirement in the Rectory of Loughborough, which 

* See before, p. 70 ^, t See the Note in p. 7IG. 

has 
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has fallen to the lot of a Son * of the late Lecturer of this Pat-ish, 
— Allow me to congratulate your Lordship on the singular 
and eminent success of his Majesty’s arms both at home and 
abroad i and to hope that^ under the Divine blessing, it may be 
a signal means of restoring peace to Europe, and to the World* 

A publication on the bequest of Mr* F-to the use and 

defence of the ancient Histoiy of Ireland, by Sir L* Pai-sons, 
1795, in wliieh he mentions some controversy in the Law Courts 
about the validity of the bequest, has lately fallen into my hands. 
May I beg to ask how the difficulty has been settled ? R* Gouqh*” 
Dear Sir, Dublin^ Feb, 1799* 

1 have waited some time for a frank, as 1 have so little of im¬ 
portance to say that my letter was not worth the postage* I have 
indeed only to thank you for your kind acceptance of my late com¬ 
munications, and to answer your question concerning Mr*F ’s 

bequest towards founding a Professorship for the study of the 
Irish Language* It was about to be contested in our Courts on 
other grounds, when it was discovered beyond a doubt that Mr* 
|P —— was iDegitimate, being born, I think, before the marriage 
of his parents, and that in consequence he had no right even in 
his own person to enjoy the estates which he had bequeathed for 
this purpose* I understand a compromise Heis since been entered 
into with the heir-at-law, by whicli the widow is to continue in 
possession during her life, and the property is then to fall, with¬ 
out farther litigation, into the hands of the heir. 

You see our House of Commons has rejected the Union with 
a high hand* I am a friend to the measure, but it was extremely 
ill-judged to agitate the question while there existed a doubt of 
canning it* Indeed 1 have reason to think the Ministers on 
your side of the water were deceived by the young Ministei’s on 
ours, and made to believe that there was a certain majority for 
the Union* It is one of the great evils of delegated and tran¬ 
sitory Power, that, by the time a Viceroy and his Secretary be¬ 
come acquainted with the character of this Nation {which is as 
different from the English character as light from darkne^), the 
time of their departure approaches, and the reins are committed 
to strangers* Our present Viceroy -f attends indeed to Military 
matters more than to Civil, and understands them better: in this 
light he is inestimable* 

The new Irish Dii'ectory have issued orders to the peasants 
of the South, to get ready to receive their Allies the French be¬ 
fore Mayj so we expect another invasion in that quarter j and at 
the same time they directed the men of Galway to distress the 

^ Dr* Richard Hardy, the present w orthy Rector of Loug^hborough* 18?1- 

T In 17$8 the Re bullion in Ireland appearing, both to the Viceroy Lord 
Camden and to hia late Majesty, to refiuire a Lord Lieutenant who 
could act in a Civil and Military capacity, the King appointed Marquis 
CornwalUe his successor.—The Rebellion being finUbed, the new Vice¬ 
roy," says Bisset, “ adopted a p’au of mingkd firmness and conciliation, 
which, eierted with disenminating judgraeni, tended to quiet Ireland, and 
prepare matters for a permanent plan to prevent the recurrence of *ucb 
pernicious eviU,Rnd to promote the industry and prosperity of that country." 


BISHOP BENNET TO ME, GOUGH. /ll 

Grazing-tradej as supplying the English Fleets with their best 
provisions. So well have these commands been obeyed, that, 
if I am to believe the accounts sent from thence to the Areh- 
bishop of no less than thi’ee thousand head of black cattle 

and near twenty-five thousand sheep have been houghed (that is 
our barbarous practice) within the last fortnight. 

In the South few rents are paid, and no tithes ^ even notes 
promising money on a fixed day are refused, though the time 
has elapsed, it being well known no one dares attempt to put 
the Law in force, either by arresting the pemon or. distraining 
the property. All this is a certain prelude to invasion or rebel¬ 
lion. The latter, though teazing and indeed ruinous to indi¬ 
viduals, is not, with our present ibrce, alarming to the Common¬ 
wealth. The former, if made in force, will be seriously so: at 
any rate this country will long be the seat of war. I ought to 
make an npology for all these Irish politicks j but to a mind like 
yours, information of any sort is not below notice, 

I beg my best respects to our Friend Mr. Nichols 5 and am, 
my dear Sir, with great esteem, &c. W, Clotne.” 

My deah Sir, Duhlm June 5, 1800, 

I ha^'e delayed answering your letter, which was sent to me 
in the country, in hopes 1 might be able to have sent you word 
that 1 had done something more to your fiiend Colonel Ray¬ 
mond than merely calling 00 him, and stating my wish to show 
him any civilities, but the very strict attendance he pays the 
Lord Lieutenant, with whom he constantly lives, and the dis* 
persion of my own family, of whom the greater part have been 
left all this winter at Cloyne, while I have been with only one 
servant in town, attending the progress of that rnost desirable 
event, the Union, have prevented me as yet from having that plea¬ 
sure. We look upon this great question as in a manner carried, 
and my most decided opinion is, that the Property of the country 
is anxious for it. I am sure this is the case in the County of Cork 
whei-e I live, and yet I saw a paragraph in that heedless paper 
the Sun, stating, that on such a day ^ the Cork Petition against 
the Union was presented to the King by Messrs. Jefferies and Pen¬ 
rose, signed by above four thousand of the most opulent and 
loyal persona in and about that City; and jiroving wlmt liad not 
been expected, that the voice of the respectable people in that 
part of the Kingdom was against the measure.’ This Petition 
was seen by Lord Shannon, Lord Longueville, and Lord Do- 
noughmore, who are the three rival interests of oor County and 
City, and who having had several contested elections, know the 
character and property of every individual in both ; they have 
assured me, instead of four thousand respectable signatures, 
there were only between forty and fifty names that any one of 
the three had ever heard of before. So much for the respecta- 
hilify of our Anti-Unionists, and such are the deceptions practised 
by them on your side of the water. The writer of that paper 
^ Hon. William Baresford, D. I). 
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when left to himself, m always making some gross blunder 
about Ireland, I do not know him, but I am sorry to see any 
friend to Government injure his cause, and the character of 
his paper, by such absurdities, 

" We have few literary works going on here, though many 
of the Fellows of our CoU^e are learned and excellent men i 
indeed, it req^uires some confidence to publish on this side the 
channel, for the Irish, as Johnson said too truly, ' never speak 
well of one another," and the education of the University, like 
that at Cambridge, leans rather more to works of science than 
to classical or general knowledge. Dr, Hales, who is the au¬ 
thor of the Inspector, and lives retired on a College Rectory, is 
an exception, and yet he is one of those men of whom our friend 
Dr. Farmer used to say, that that they had a great deal of know¬ 
ledge in their heads, but it always presented itself with the 
wrong end foremost. Dr, Young the Bishop of Clonfert (who 
is, I am afi'aid, dying of a cancer in his mouth) is the ablest 
man I have seen in this Country, with the most keen and logical 
mind, united to exquisite taste. He has the playfulness and inge¬ 
nuousness of a school-boy. The Church will have a severe loss in 
him, I think very much with you about my friend Reynolds f. 
He was wedded to an hypothesis, and had adopted a veiy odd 
idea, that a man was a better judge of Roman Hoads and forti¬ 
fications by consulting books in his closet, than by examining 
them on the spot. On such a plan it was impossible not to 
commit many and great mistakes j but w'hen 1 found how in¬ 
genious he was, and how many curious observations he had got 
together, with scarce any books at all to consult, I could not 
help praising his industiy, though I differed in my own judg¬ 
ment from most of his conclusions; and from mei^ love to 
the science, pxit him in the way of consulting some better au¬ 
thors, and in particular of getting his work published at the 
University Press, without any expence or risque to himself 
Though 1 often blush for him, I am ten times more shocked at 
the confused and undigested nonsense Mr* Shaw has put toge¬ 
ther on the subject of Roman Roads in the introduction to his 
Histoiy of Staffordshire. It is wonderful at this time of day that 
so many people will write without reading. I hope you, who have 
done much more than any other man to teach them better, go 
on with your great work on Camden. 1 shall have worn out 
my present Edition by the time your second is published, for it 
tinvels wherever I go, and begins already to show marks of its 
perils by land and water. As it is punishment enough for any 
man to read through so long a letter as this, I will not add to it 
the expence of postage, but shall call at the Castl^ and get some 
of the Secretaires to put it under their cover. I beg my compli¬ 
ments to Mr. Nichols ; and am. See. W. Cloyne/* 

* Dr. Matthew Ytnjnp, Bishop of Clonfert, died Nov. 28, See a 

Memoir of him in Gent.Maf;. vol. LXX. p. 1217, 

f Rev. Thomas Reynolds, M, A. Rector of Little Bowden, Norlhampton- 
shire, and Author of a learned Treatise on Autonmus*s Itinerary, 1199 - 
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Tejench Chiswell^j Esq- to Mr. Gough. 

SiRj Dehden Hally near Bishop Stortford. 

Pardon the liberty which I am taking, and I hope that you 
will have the same goodness to excuse the trouble I am going 
to give you. It is in consequence of your very laborious and 
entertaining work, " The Topographical Antiquities/ under the 
article of Essex, of which county I have made what collections 
I could which came in my way, I find mention made by you 
of several publications that I am in want, and to save you all 
the trouble in my power, I presume to enclose a paper of some 
information I want in order to endeavour to procure those 
things. You will see they are mostly modern publications, and 
strange to say, that they seem so much destroyed, that I have 
not been able to get sight of them. 

If I can be of any service to you at any time, please to com¬ 
mand me.—-Pray is the Print f to come out sooa wluch I had the 
the honour to subscribe tor through you. 

I again entreat your forgiveness for all this trouble } and 
am, with great respect, Tkench Ch i swell ” 

To Thench Chiswell, Esq- 
SiK, Enjield, Dec. 1783. 

1 am sorry it is not in my power to give you I he desired 
information concerning the Essex articles in ^ British Topo¬ 
graphy/ They are all such fugitive pieces, that it is impossible 
to pick them up, except by mere accident. The Waltham Abbey 
CoDtroversy died almost as soon as it came into birth. The 
Colchester Charter I should think might be had from Keymer, 
the bookseller there. Of the churches I never saw but one copy; 
they have nothing to recommend them but their antiquity, i take 
them to be by or after Daniel King. Any furtlier information 
you may freely command. The Croyland print to which you 
was so obliging as to subscribe, may be had at Mr. Basire's, &c- 
on paying the 2d subscription. Allow me, Sir, to ask you whether 
a sight may be obtained of the curious Collection of Caxton's 
Works said to be in your possession, I am, &c. R. Gough." 


Rev. Dr. William Colman^ to Mr. Gough. 

Deae Sihj CoUegOf Aptil 9, 1770* 

" I had the favour of your Letter some days ago, and will take 
the first fair opportunity of commiihicating the contents of it to 
Mr. Cowper's Brother §. He was so much affected with the loss 

^ Of this eminent Merchant see “ Literary Anecdotes,*' vol. IIJ. p, $11, 
f Mr. John Carter's fine View of Croyland Abbey. 

J Successor to Dr. Barnardlston as Master of Bene't College, Cam¬ 
bridge. See the Literary Anecdotes,** vol. VIL pp. 9L 540. 

f Of the Rev. John Cow per (wbo5e death is here alluded to), and bis 
Brother WiUiatn the Poet, see the ** Literary Anecdotes/' vol, VL p* 6l3; 
and voli VliL pp. ST* 544- 

of 
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of our dear friend^ that we adviaed him to leave Cambridge be¬ 
fore the funeral was over, and be accordingly went from hence 
before he had settled any thing relating to the ^ disposal of his 
Brother's books. It is nneertain how long it will be before he 
can recover spirits enough to visit us again, and settle his con¬ 
cerns JO College ; but his intention is, I believe, to return in a 
few months, and then will be the proper time to mention to 
him your request, I am. Sir, yours, Sic. W. ColmaT«.'* 

“ Dear Sie, Bene't College, July 10, 1773, 

I think myself much obliged to you for your kind congratula¬ 
tions and I look forward with great satisfaction on my present 
situation when I consider the unanimity with which the election 
was made. Retirement was my object, but Stalbridgef was so far 
re moved from all my connexions, and the neighbourhood is now 
so much deserted, and the present opporUmity was so flattering, 
that I should have been wanting to myself not to have embraced 
it; and I hope I shall not give my friends any reason to repent 
of their choice. 

The Master's books have been valued by a Cambridge Book¬ 
seller, and another estimate is to be taken by a London Trader. 
1 shall write to the executors m a few days, and will mention to 
them your desire of having the refusal of them. 

Whenever your business or amusement may bringyou into this 
neighbourhood, I shall always be very happy to see you; and I 
hope you will make use of the Lodge as freely as your own house, 
I am, in haste, dear Sir, your sincere friend, *W. Colman,'* 
Dear Sir, Bene't College, May 15, 17S0, 

Many thanks to you for your raagnifleent present to the Col¬ 
lege Library which I found here on my return on Friday even¬ 
ing, I condole with you heartily for the loss of our late Friend §, 
and I cannot but feel most sensibly for his poor widow. I wrote 
to her yesterday to apologize for presenting a successor to 
bourn so early, but it was thought advisable to fill up the vacancy 
as soon as possible, as the hell's of Dr. Tooke seem disposed to 
give the Society as much trouble as they were able, and weie 
heretofore encouraged to it by a relation who had a long purse. 
We this morning presented Mr. Walsby, and i acquainted Mrs. 
Tyson with the design of the new Rector to take possession the 
first opportunity, but that she might continue at Lambourn till 
she could settle all her affairs there to the best advantage; and 
I am persuaded she wail have no reason to complain of the 
treatment she will receive from Mr. Walsby. I desired him to 
inform her of what 1 had no authority to^ mention in my last 
letter, that I had hopes that the College at their next meet¬ 
ing would give her (what they had refused Mr. Tyson) the 

* On his succeeding Dr. Barnardiston as MasCer. 

*t Pr, Col man's Rectory in Dursetsbire. 

X The Second Edition of the “Anecdotes of British Topography." See 
- the Literary Anecdotes,” voh VI, pp. S7S, 2/3. 

§ 1 be Rev. Michael Tyson \ of wltom see very fully in the ** Literary 
Anecdotei," rol. VU. pp.431. 697.—And see hereafter, p. 728, 
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money paid to the lawyers employed by the Calverts. If Mr, W. 
should not see her when he goes for induction, I could wish you 
to communicate this to her, as 1 should be glad to administer to 
her every comfort in her present distress, I am, in great haste, 

** Your sincere friend and humble servant, W, Coxman," 

“ Dear Sik, Bene't College, July 6, 1787* 

The hurry and bustle of our Commencement you will, 1 
hope, admit as an eKcuae for my not earlier answering your 
letter. We had no person in College that we could recommend 
to you on such short notice | and on our farther recollection, we 
have no member of the Old House that answers your idea, to 
whom such a situation as you describe in your letter can be an 
object; but if you had given me a month’s notice, I might pro¬ 
bably, by inquiring among my acquaintance here, have sent you 
a person who would have done credit to you. 

i am moving westward in a few days; and if his Majesty 
should deign us a visit this summer, as the public pnpeis tell us, 
I shall not be here j but if you can put up with such accommo¬ 
dation as the Lodge can afford you in my absence, you may 
make what use of it you please 5 though from the best informa-’ 
tion I can get, 1 think it not probable tfjat the King will visit 
U 3 till autumn, and, as I hear, not till October at the scmnest; 
but this is not to be depended upon. I am, &c. W. Colman.’* 
Deae Sik, London, July 13, 1787- 

Your letter was delivered at College about an hour after I 
left it, and was brought hither by my man this morning. I am 
on my way to Cheltenham, where 1 shall stay a month or five 
weeks before 1 proceed to Stalbridge, 1 am obliged to you for 
the hint about the Society's publications, and if you will take the 
trouble when you next come to town to send them to John Street, 
Adel phi, they will be taken care of. TMs I should prefer to 
having them sent after me, 1 am, &c. W. Col man.’" 


Rev. Charles Corjdiner* to Mr. Gough. 

“ Sis. Bamff, April 25. 1787- 

As Lord Fife has not been in this corner since December, 
but was long after that before he came to London, may have 
been the cause of the letter to which you refer having Mlon 
aside. I have looked into Camden’s * Britannia,’ and consider a 
new Edition of it, with corrections and illusti-ations, as an in¬ 
teresting and important work. 

** You do me honour by mentioning your publication with 
circumstances so flattering j but could by no means presume so 
far as to offer what 1 might consider as emendalions. Had 1 
been on the spot, so as to have had it in my power to have cor¬ 
rected any topographical oversights, it would have given rae the 

* Minister of St-Aodfiew*^ Chapel, Bamff; and Author of Remark¬ 
able Ruins and Romantic Prospects of North Britain, wiih antient MoJm- 
meats and singtilar Subjects of Natural History, 2 vols, 4to, 
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sincerest pleasure j but the distance apd trouble of conveyance 
prevents me from correcting even my own sheets? of which I 
often lm\'e seen and felt the loss. I endeavour to be right, par¬ 
ticularly as to the situation of the castles, monumentSj &c. 
though it may often happen that the name of some well-known 
place is put instead of the county, as a direction to the anliquaiy, 
To that however in future I shall be more particularly 
attentive. I enclose this to Mr. Peter Mazell and should have 
been most happy if 1 could have in any degree added to the per¬ 
fection of your gi’eat undertaking j and am, with esteem. Sir, 

** Your most obedient servant, Chaeles Coediner.” 


To the Rev. Charles Cordiner. 

« SiK, Enjidd^ SepL 24, 1787- 

^Mf I might do it without the imputation of impertinence, I 
would solicit that assistance to my undertaking from your 
pencil, ^vhieh I have not been able to obtain from your pen. 

I iindei'stand there are many sepulchral monuments with 
recumbent jfigures and others, and inscriptions, well preserved 
\vithin your neighbourhood, such as of the Abercrombie family 
in Fordyee church. 

Two figures in Ruthven church. 

" Inscriptions at Cullen Church, and at Deshfordj and of 
Bishops at Murthlac, There ai'e also two knights in the South 
transept at Elgin, about Featue, and others at Beaulieu. 

" As 1 have formed a collection of this sort in England, and 
have received a few from Scotland, will it be giving you too 
much trouble to ask for drawings of such of these abovemen- 
tioned as may suit you or any of your friends to take } which 
Will confer a particular obligation on, Sir, &c. R. Gough." 


To Richard Gough, Esq. 

" Sir, Bamff, OcL 13, 1787- 

It would certainly give me the sincerest concern, could it 
be imputed to any reserve, negligence, or inattention of mine, 
that you failed in attaining any object of your extensive enter¬ 
prise, The vast scale on which the compilation is laid out, 
seemed indeed to put it far without the sphere of my abilities 
to offer comment or illustration of the pages which you did me 
the honour to send for perusal. It tvas like placing a bit of un¬ 
polished stone in a mighty temple, to which it could neither add 
importance or beauty. It was needless to offer a more mortify¬ 
ing consideration, tiiat the variety of applications of time in¬ 
cumbent on me, scarce leave me leisure even to finish the draw¬ 
ings necessary for the publication in which I am engaged. 

** I certainly know, and have seen several of the monuments to 
which you allude, but they did not seem interesting or ancient 
enough at the time to me to make drawings of them, and 1 am afraid 
now, our rainy season being set in, that I shall have little chance 
• The Engraver of the whole of Mr. Curdiner^s very neat FJates. 

to 
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to visit them j and the fruits of another summer jaunt I suspect 
would be too late for you.' Were there any person in this cor¬ 
ner that could do them for me^ I would apply with pleasure, but 
I hare in many cases longed for such in vain* The Earl of 
Buchan did me the honour of making a similar application, and 
said he had been fortunate enough to obtain some Monuments 
of the South of Scotland for you j and 1 was sorry my portfolio 
contained nothing that 1 thought could be of consequence, else 
would have sent them j and regret mucii the small portions of 
time that it is in my power to dedicate to those amusing pursuits. 
Lord Fife seems much interested in the success of your woi-k, 
and speaks of my going with him to his seat of Innes House, 
near Elgin, in which case 1 shall not fail to send you those of 
the Knights or Prelates that are scattered about that famous 
min- There is an object that demands my best attention, being 
recommended by Mr, Pennant, that of making drawings of any 
unusual fishes that are cast ashoi*e by the winter storms; and of 
others that are sometimes caught here 5 yet am so often cai'ried 
away by other duty, that the objects are not yet ever accom¬ 
plished^ Be so good as to accept of my most unfeigned good 
wishes 5 and am, w'ith great esteem. See. Ch, Coroiner/* 


Sir John Hynde Cotton Bart, to Mr. Gough. 

“ Dear Str, Madingle^j Nov. 19, J7S6. 

" 1 wish it was in my power to answer your letter agreeably 
to your enquiries. It is very true I was one of the Members of 
the Royston Clubf for some years. It was a vei 7 respectable 
meeting, but by the deaths of many of its tnembci's, and the 
non-attendance of others, it dwindled down so low, that I with¬ 
drew my name about a year or two before every other member 
ceased to attend it I do not recollect to have heard any parti¬ 
cular object for its institution, but I rather believe no other than 
as other clubs for a convivial meeiing, first founded, as I ha^'e 
been informed, soon after the Restoration. The pictures in the 
rooms I recollect are King Charles the Second, King James the 
Second, King William, and Queen Anne* There are also some 
others of quality-—a I lead of Laurence Earl of Rochester, second 
son of the Chancellor Clarendon, in his Garter Robes, with his 
white staff as Lord Treasurer to James the Second, and after¬ 
wards a little time, I think, in the beginning of the reign of hk 
niece Queen Anne j besides some gentlemen of the County, Sir 
Thomas Seabright, and Mr* Ralph Freeman, both formerly Mem¬ 
bers for Herts; as w'ell as Dr. ^vage. Rector of Clothall in that 
neighbourhood, and also Lecturer of St. George s, Hanover- 
square, a very jolly convivial priest, who died about forty years 
ago. You now receive all my knowledge, to the best of my re¬ 
collection, of this Club. 

" Your most faithful humble servant, J, Hykde Cottok.” 

# This worthy Baronet died June 23, 1T95, let. ^3. 

f See an account of this Club, Gent. Mag* vdl* L, p. 474; LTTI. SI3* 8lb. 

Richard 
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Richard Geast*, Esq. to Mr. Gougii. 

SiE^ Aug, 3j 1796, 

I received from the Clerk of the Church of St. Mary at War¬ 
wick, by your order, a few days ago, a description of the Beau¬ 
champ Chajicl at Warwick, and the Monuments of the Earls of 
Warwick, enriched with six prints. Give me leave to return you 
my thanks for this polite mark of your attention to me, and for 
the honour you have done this Chapel in colleeting and forming 
into one body the principal matters which relate to it. 1 am, Sir, 
/"Your obliged and most obedient servant, Rich.Geast/* 


Rev. James Granger to Mr, Gough. 

*' Sir, Shiplake, March 13,1770. 

** 1 lately took the liberty of troubling you with what, I fear, 
has been thought a very, impertinent letter, in relation to a 
book of mine, entitled, ^ A Biographichal History of England,' 
in which I mentioned a second Edition as being likely soon to 
take place. It is indeed very true, that Mr. Davies the bookseller 
thought so but a few months since, and that he told me that he 
did not question but he must begin re-piinling it within the 
But he is now assured that a second Edition is at a much greater 
distance, and tells me that a great number of copies remain un¬ 
sold in his hands, and especially in the hands of the booksellers 
his subscribers. After all, he owns the book has been very well 
received, and has, with great generosity, promised to give me a 
gratuity of 5di. besides his present of IS copies j to say nothing 
of smailer presents. He is very much afraid, that what I have 
^aid to you. Sir, and other gentlemen, in relation to a second 
Edition, may be circulated to bis disadvantage, 1 therefore think 
it incumbent upon me to obviate any rejiorts of that kind, as 
they will doubtless prejudice the sale of the book* Mr, Davies tells 
me that the additions and emendations will be printed by them¬ 
selves, It has been falsely reported that I neglected to take an 
account of a great uwrHicr of tlie Heads in Mr* West’s Collection* 
Nothing is more certain than that I did not wilfully omit one 
that could with any propriety be introduced into my work* I 
am, Sir, with great respect, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, James Granger.’* 

* Descended maternally'from Sir William Dogdale, whose nanre be 
afterwards assumed ^ and be possessed by inheritance many of that great 
Antiquary's MSS. and Cop per-plates, one set of which he lent to Charles 
Nalson Cole, Esq. for a new Edition of ** Dugdale on Embanking and 
Draining,'* He was the father of Dugdale Stratford Dngdale, Esq, one of 
the present Represeutauvea in Parliament for Warwickshire. 

f Of whom see the ” Literary Anecdotes,” voh VII. pp, 159, 5B0. Two 
valuable Letters of Mr. Gough to that worthy Divine are printed in Mal¬ 
colm’s Colleclion of Letters lo Mr. Granger/* pp. 352—266, 
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Letters of Major Hayman Rooke*^, 

To Mr, Gough i 

Dear Sm, Mansjield U^oodhouse^ Dec, 2, 178^>, 

1 am airaid you will think me long in fulfilling my promise; 
fiowever, I have at last finished a few sketches of the monuments 
JtJ the Cathedral of Carlisle, These go directed for you at 
Mr. Nichols's, and are as followsNo, 1. The Momnnent of 
Bishop Stirkland* This has been well executed, but at present 
ranch defaced. No, 2, Bishop Barroiv's Monument, This ap¬ 
pears to have beeri ornamented with elegant Gothic sculpture, 
and highly finished, but now much mutilated: the animals on 
the stone at bis feet may possibly be intended for the basilisk and 
dragon* No, 3, An impression from the original brass plate of 
Bishop Robinson now kept In St. Cathaiine’s ChapeL The spot 
where he was interred is not known, but it was certainly in the 
Cathedral. No, 4, Two Ancient Almonries, and a Chesty in St, 
Catharine^s Chapel, or Minor Canon's Vestry, The Latin verse 
on No, 1, at (a) is In the black letter, a copy of which is with 
the dmwing. The other is of a very singular construction: the 
top is wood, cut to imitate a slate roofing. They were originally 
open in the front j the doors and panncls have been added to 
them. No, 5, is the North side of the Tower, on the outside of 
which is the bust you mentioned, Tlie height made it difficult 
to take an exact drawing of it. The niche seems to have been 
veiy elegant, but it is now much defaced. The figure is intended 
for an angel holding a shield, but the arms are entirely destroyed 
by the weather: they were probably those of Bishop Stirkland's, 
who built the tower and belfry, and famished it with four large 
bells. The drawing was taken from the top of the roof of the 
North aile, from whence it was impossible to take in the whole 
Tow^er. No, 6, A Drawing of Bishop BelVs brass plate in the 
Quire, The fillet round his effigy has been broke up in several 
places, whei-e at each corner was a rose : at the bottom is a scale 
for the dimensions of the monument, I find that all the Bishops 
of Carlisle who died at Rose C^tle, and were buried in the Cathe¬ 
dral, had their mitres and monuments decorated with roses. 
These were the only monuments in the Cathedral that were 
worthy of a place in your elegant work. 

As the Legends of St, Austin and St, Anthony are illustrated 
with curious specimens of the ancient style of painting, and 
shew the dress of those times, 1 must beg you will do me the 
favour to present them to the Society with my best conipliuients, 
ami desire they will do me the honour to accept of them. These 
and the brass plate of Bishop Bell were drawn by young Carlisle, 
and they are copied with wonderful exactness; he is the lad I 
mentioned to you in a former letter. He would indeed be a ^ 
great acf|uisition to any one who wanted a person to take draw¬ 
ings : he has a most excellent character, and his indefatigable 

^ Uf wham see the Literary Anecdoiei/* vol, VII, pp. 358, 

attention 
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attention to wh^itever he is ordered to do, entitles him to the 
countenance of those who wish to encourage merit* 

I have sent four prints of the Revolution House at Whit-* 
tington, to which is a narrative of what i>assed there, by our 
friend Mr. Pegge* You will do me the favour to accept of one, 
and shall take the liberty of troubling you to present one, with 
my best compliments, to Mr, Barrington, and one to Mr* Nichols* 
As I had this printed to distribute a few copies among my 
friends, I would not wish to have it appear in any other publica- 
tion; but if Mr* Nichols has not had a drawing of Voltaire’s 
bouse at Feroey*, nor of the house at Uxbridge (which is now 
pulled down), where the Treaty of Oxbridgef was signed, they 
shall be at his service, if he thinks them worthy of a place in his 
Magazine. I met with some Antiquities in Cumberland, which 
I hope soon to have the honour of laying before the Society. I 
am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, H. Rook.e-'’ 


To Mr. Nichols, 

Dear Sir, Woodhouse^ Jug. 13, 1791* 

" Many of the late Sir William Fitzherbart’s J friends ai-e very 
desirous of having the inclosed character of him published in 
your Gentleman’s Magazine, as being so universally read, and 
they hope it will arrive time enough to be inserted in youv next* 
I was in hopes before this to have had the pleasure of seeing 
you and Mr. Gough here. Our worthy Friend Dr* Pegge in¬ 
formed me that he expected you both at Whittington § about the 
14th. In consequence of this, 1 mentioned in my letter to Mr. 
Gough, that I should flatter myself with the hopes of seeing you 
and him at Woodhouse for as long as you could conveniently 
spare. 

''As 1 find Mr. Throsby, who is now publishing the ' History 
of Nottinghamshire,* is a friend of yours, 1 have subscribed to 
that woi k, and shall be glad to have it in my power to be ser¬ 
viceable to him* I am, dear Sir, 

Your very sincere humble servant, H* Rooke.** 


To Mr, Gough* 

“ Dear Sir, Tkoresby^ April 1, 179d* 

“ Upon looking over the plates of my paper on the Dniidical 
remains in Derbyshire, addressed to Mr. Montagu, I findBasire 
has made a great mistake by inserting Jugusial Seats, instead 
of Jugitrial, He says, at the bottom of one plate, ' Two Views 
of an Jugusial Seat on Stainedge Cliff, near Wingerworth:' the 
same in the next plate, 1 thought it would be right to mention 
these errors, that the plates may be rectified before they are 
bound up in the ' Archaeologia.* 

♦ Engraved in Gent. Mag. vol* HX- p* 187. 

f Ibid. p. 685. 

i See Gent. Mag. vol. LXi, p. 777- 

§ To whom Mr* Gough and rayseif paid many an annual and higWy 
pleasant visit at bis comfortable Rectory of Whittington. 

I have 
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r have lately had sent me an impression of a large gold ring 
found on the thumb of Richard the Third, after he was killed 
in Bosworth Field. It is a boar, which I think was the crest of 
Richard, with an mscription over it, which i cannot make out. 
The Ring is in the possession of the Duke of Devonshire: if 
you think our Friend Mr. Nichols would like to have it engraved 
for his ^ History of Leicestershire*/ I will send it him in a week 
or ten days, 1 am, dear Sir, your obliged, &c. H. Roof e.'* 


To Mr. Nichols. 

Dear Sir, Woodkouse, June 1% 1796. 

“ I was in hopes to have sent to your press, long before tliis, 
a Supplement to that little Work f, but Wigley the Engraver 
goes on so very slowly with the plates, that I cannot say, at pre¬ 
sent, when it will be ready to print. 

Though you and Mr. Gough %viil not have so great an in¬ 
ducement to visit this neighbourhood, as when our late worthy 
friend Dr. Pegge was alive, yet 1 hope if you come into Not¬ 
tinghamshire, to have the pleasure of seeing you here for as long 
a time as you can conveniently spare* 1 am, &c. H* Rooke/' 


To Mr. Gough. 

" Dear Sir, fVoodhouse^ March 23, 1797. 

You will do me the favour to accept of the continuation of 
myRegbter of the Weather J tor the las t year. 

During my frequent visits to my worthy friend Mr, Mon¬ 
tagu at Papplewick, I took an opportunity" of exaniming the 
great highway mentioned by Thorolon as the West boundary of 
Sherwood Forest* This ridge, as it is called in this countrj", is 
evidently the work of ait, and from ita width and height, I 
think it must hare been thrown up by the Romans* Within a 
hundred yards East there were two Barrows^ but, as they w^ere not 
im^allel with the road, and rather perpendicular to the East 
side, I did not imagine tiiey were Romanj however, 1 opened 
one of them, and found nothing ^ which in some degree condrnis 
the tiaditjonal account the country peo] 2 le have of their being 
butts for Robin Hood's bowmen to practice at. The first ap¬ 
pearance of this great road is on Ansley Forest, and continues 
perfect in a southern direction for about two miles, where it is 
cut through by the road that goes to Lindley : it appears again 
near Hucknel, and it is said may be ti'aced to Bulwel and Lenton, 
within two miles of Nottingham, ^ 

In Lindley Church thei^ is an antient monument of one of 
the Strelley's, but tliere is no appearance of an inscription nor 
date. The effigy is cut in alabaster, and represents a warrior in 
complete armour; his head rests on a kind of urn or vessel 

♦ See the History of that County, vol, IV. Plate XClf, p* 557^ 

Major Rooke’s Description of Welbeck, 

I Which this Intellig’eot gentleman re^larly compiled, and caused to 
he printed for several years, 

VoL, IV, 3 A with 
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with a Turk's head* May not lliia device he emblematical of 
some gallant action with a Turk by one of the Strelley family in 
the holy wars ? 

« Should you and Mr* Nichols take Nottinghamshire in your 
next summer excursion^ 1 shall be happy to see you hercj and 
can venture to assure you that Mr, Montagu will be very glad 
to se^ you and Mr* Nichols at Papplewick, v^bere you will be 
near these antitjultieSj should you think them worth notice, 

I am* dear Sir, your sincere and obliged humble servant, 

H, Eooke;' 


To Mr- Nichols, 

« Deae Sir, Woodhottse^, March 15, 1803* 

I beg you will accept of the continuation of my Register of 
of the Weather, and have taken the liberty of troubling you with 
two more j one for out our worthy friend Mr* Gough, and the 
other for Mr, White, your neighbour, in Fleet-street, Should you 
and Mr* Gough have any thouglit of taking a Northern tour this 
next Summer, J hope you will make my house your he ad-quarters, 
I did intend going to London last Autumn, but deprived 
of the pleasure of seeing my friends in town by a disorder in my 
stomach, which brought on, for a long time, a want of appetite, 
but J am now in a progressive state of amendment, and begin 
to have a tolerable appetite* As my visiting Lt>ndon this Spring 
will be rather doubtful, 1 shall trouble you to let me know wliat 
I am in your debt for printings my UtUe description of the Wei- 
beck trees, which, am soriy to say, I have long neglected to 
pay, I am, dear Sir, your sincere humble servant, H* Rooke.'* 


Rev, Frederick Keller to Mr. Gough, 

' ^ S1R, Langley, Nov, 11, 178 L 

** I have taken the first opportunity of complying with your 
request, and liave sent you a copy of the notice at the bot¬ 
tom of the Proclamation you mention; but it relates to the 
Festival of St. Matthias, and not AllhaUows. It was a very re¬ 
markable Edict of Archbishop Sancroft's, for which his Grace 
afterwards stood corrected by Dr, Wallis, the famous mathema¬ 
tician at Oxford ; and is certainly a mistake, according to the 
old verse of Yen. Bede, who speaking, de Eissexto, says, 

^ Posteriot*e die celebranDjr Festa Maths se,’ 

* All Parsons, Vicars, and Curates, are hereby required to take 
notice. That the Feast of St, Matthias is to be celebrated (not 
upon the S5lh day of Febniary, as the common Almanacks boldly 
and erroneously set it; but) upon the 24th of February for ever, 
whether it be Leap-year or not, as the Kalendar in the Liturgy* 
confirmed br the Act of Uniformity, appoints and enjoyns* 

' Given at Lambeth House, Feb* 5, 1688* W. Cant.' 

I am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Fred* Keller." 

Mr, 





MR, GOUGH TO FRANCIS SMYTH, ESa. ^2$ 


Mr. Gough to Francis Smyth, Esq. York. 

Sir, Enjieldt Julp 20, 1772* 

“The Society of Antiquaries having voted for publication 
Mr. Pegge’s paper illustrating the luacription to Seinpis found in 
York in 1770, and now in your possession, I take the liberty, in 
their name, to claim your promise to which Mr* Pegge refers, of 
favouring them with an exact drawing of it, in order to its being 
engraved tbe first opportunity. 

“ When I was at York last September, I intended to have im¬ 
proved the acquaintance I had the pleasure of making with you 
at the Society's House the preceding winter; but the fatigue of 
a long Northern Tour brought on an illness which deprived me 
of that pleasure, by making me wish to get home as expedi¬ 
tiously as I could. The favour of your coiTcspondence will 
always be acceptable to. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, R. Gough/’ 


To Mr. Gough. 

^*Dear Sir, York, Oct 5, 1772. 

The letter you was so obliging to favour me with, arrived, 
as 1 suppose, at New Building in doe time. You would have 
received my immediate acknowledgments, had not oor absence 
from home, and the ignorance of the servants where to direct to 
me, prevented my receiving it. We returned from our excursion 
about a fortnight ago, and I have taken this first opportunity of 
riding over to York, where 1 keep the stone, that I might obey 
the commands of the Antiquarian Society, to get an exact draw¬ 
ing of the Inscription in honour of Serapis. 1 have got two 
drawings, the which, as 1 cannot procure a frank, 1 shall send 
up (dli'ected to you to be left tilk called for) by the York post 
coach, which leaves York on Wednesday morning, and will be 
in London on Thursday night: at what place the coach puts up 
at in London, I will acquaint you with in a postscript. One of 
the drawings I request the favour of you to present to the Anti¬ 
quarian Society, the other I beg your acceptance of. 1 likewise 
take the libeity to enclose for you a drawing of a repi>sitory for 
urns, which was found a few years ago at this place, and is now 
in my possession. The late Dr. Burton sent an account of it 
with a very faulty drawing to the Antiquarian Society; I sent a 
more exact one to the Society above a twelvemonth ago, which 
I fear has miscarried, as I never heard it was received, and what 
confirms me in that opinion is, the desire the Society has to have 
a drawing of the stone in honour of Serapis, whereas I sent one 
at the veiy same time, by a gentleman into w^hose hands 1 deli¬ 
vered them both, 

“ 1 need not trouble you with my opinion, or with any further 
account of the Temple of Serapis, as the subject has been con¬ 
sidered by so judicious and able an Antiquary as Mr, Pegge; 
only give me leave to acquaint yoUj that the diameter of the 

3*2 building 
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building was about feet, and that the workmen afterwards 
informed me they came to the pavement, which was variegated 
Mosaic, but i did not see it. You will observe that the letters 
are perfectly well cnt; they are two inches long, and the stops 
are triangular* The letters m n e in particular are such as 
were used in the High Empire, I have not Horsley by me at 
present, but 1 recollect such letters and triangular stops used in 
inscriptions represented by him to have been done in the time 
of Antoninus Pius, and from thence, and the coins found among 
the ruins, I think this Temple and Inscription to have been the 
work of the same age, notwithstanding the strange name of 
the Lieutenant, 

I am very sorry for the occasion that prevented me from 
having the pleasure of seeing you during your Northern expedh 
dition, and do intreat the favour, whenever you come again, that 
you will contrive matters that I may be favoured with your 
company, as 1 always have a bed or two at your service, or any 
friends you would bring along with you; and I flatter myself a 
second jaunt northwards may not be disagreeable, as there are 
many objects worthy the notice of an Antiquary or a Philoso¬ 
pher* 1 have some intentions of a journey to London very 
soon ; whilst 1 am there I shall be happy in paying my respect 
to you* if 1 can be of any service, or adbrd any amusements, 
my pen you may command at all times, i am Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, Fran, Smyth,” 


Dr. William. Thomson^ to Mr. Gough, 

Dear Sir, July 31,1781, 

1 have heard many gentlemen exLpress a wish that instead of 

re-editing Camden’s work, you would write the Britannia afresh, 

de novo totum recuder^s ; especially as we have so lately had a 

new Edition of him from the hands of Bishop Gibson, I have 

received information of an immense MS addition to Camden, 

which was lately (and now is, if he be living) in the' hands of a 

gentleman at Durham, who talked of leaving them to the 

Libraiy of the Cathedral there* I am told that he has been 

offered 500^ for these papers, which are so extensive, that were 

they published, they would swell the w'ork to several volumes] 

but in this matter youai'e probably better informed than I. 

Mr. Matthews desires me to tell you that, as to epistolary 

correspondence, he is too old and too much engaged in other 

matters, to pursue it aa he was used fofmcrly; but will take it 

particularly kind if you will visit him at Wallingford in your 

way from London in October, He may probably suggest some 

alterations or additions to the work, 

% 

^ This g^enileman was educated at the Kind's School, \Torcester, and 
at Christ Church, Oxford ; M. A, 17B3 ; B. A. UBo; M, D, 1786 ; Reader 
in Anatomy at Oxford, 17@o; and died iu 1803, 

My 
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My iittie Artist has really succeeded very well in hia copy of 
the Picture Mr, Price is much pleased with it, and 1 hope you 
will not be disappointed. He has taken it on a scale nearly as 
large as the original, leaving out however the ground, which is 
plain black, as it takes q& much from the effect of the dress, 
which is black also j so that your engraver may adopt this im¬ 
provement, or not, at pleasure. He has copied the verses, and 
every particular faithfully} and observe, that the letters in 
chalk at the bottom, are red in the original, being distinguished 
from the other lettei's (which are yeUowJt to mark the date of 
the year. He has also drawn the arms in colours (to assist the 
engraver) upon a distinct piece of paper, which will accompany 
the portrait, by means of Dan. Prince, very shortly* The young 
artist's name is Loder > his Father is a sadler. 

“ As ! leave Oxon to-morrow, Mr* Price will overlook the two 
drawings from the glass windows. Dr. Monkhouse presents his 
best respects, and hopes to have further conversation with you 
on the subject of his drawings, when he has (he pleasure of 
seeing you next: he is in London j perhaps you may meet him. 

Air. Price is pretty well, but is not yet returned from Sun¬ 
day's duty at WiJcot; so that he spends one day in the service 
of the Church, and in that of the Ladies ! 

Had you been with me when i saw Mr* Walker s drawings 
from Stones ford, you would have repented your unwillingness 
to visit them j they are very beautiful ; and as he is very libe¬ 
ral minded, he will probably give them to our Museum, or 
some other public repository. My paper will soon be completed. 
As to the inserting any part of it in Camden, which favour you 
was pleased lo intend it when in Oxford, I can only say, that it 
is highly unworthy of such particular notice, the subject itself 
having been already exhausted, and still in a greater degree the 
observations 1 have made being trivial and imperfect; however, 
if it should chance to receive the sanction of the Society, it will 
then become public property, and they who patronize it (and 
not William Thomson, Student of Christ Church) must blush 
for the reception it meets with, whether it be to its honour 
or discredit. 

I wish to have your opinion, whether or not Pointer's Trea¬ 
tise on Stonesford be of his own writing, or rather if it is not, 
as has been suggested to me, the work of some abler hand— 
perhaps the author of the ^ Parochial Antiquities of Ambrosden," 
Dr. Kennett ? 

For these next two months I shall be with my Father 
(Dr. Thomsont. Physician) at Worcester \ in October J journey; 
and then take up my residence in the laud of Cakes^ I i^emain, 

'' Yours veiy sineerely, Wm . Th o m s ox**’ 

^ Of Cainften ; prefijted to Mr. Gough's Edition of “ Britannia.*' 
f Dr. William Thomson, who had originally been a Dissenting' Minis¬ 
ter, and Tutor to several young fi^enthmeii whom be accompanietl in the 
grand tour; but tired of a situation far from congenial with his wishes, 
he waa persuaded by Dr* Nash, the Hiscorian of Worcestershire, to retire 

to 
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" Dear Sir, Sept. 23, 178L 

" I write a line to beg the favour of your introduction to your 
friend at Edinburgh. 1 set out for that place in a fortnight. 
You may frank it, or direct it for your friend at Dr. Thomson's, 
Worcester. 

I have not heard that you have received your portrait of 
Camden, nor how you like the performance, Mr. Price was in 
the country when I left Oxon. When do you put your expedi¬ 
tion to the University into execution ? 

I reserve your frank, hoping to date my next from Edin¬ 
burgh } and remain your obedient servant, W. Thomsok/* 

To Dr. William Thomson. 

Dear Sir, Enjield, Oct. 17j 1781. 

T know not what apology to make for not sooner answering 
your favour of July 31, or that which followed it of Sept. 13. 
Without further hesitation I shall therefore acknowledge both, 
and the great satisfaction tlie portimt of Camden gives to all 
who have seen it. I have desired Mr* Prince to make the little 
artist a pi^esent of three guineas for it. When I have received 
the other painting on glass, for at present only the wedding is 
arrived, I will further reward him. 

I have paid a second visit to Oxford last month, principally 
indeed to take a last farewell of the curiosities at Weston (Mr. 
Sheldon's), before that old mansion was stripped ; but, finding 
nobody in the University but Professor White, 1 visited a few in 
my way home. This will prevent my intended visit in October, 
and defer it to the longer days of next Spring. 

1 suspect you mistake the MS additions to Camden at Dur¬ 
ham for a great addition of Plates^, collected by Mr. Cade of 
Darlington, whom L have the pleasure of knowing, though he 
had left London before I could see his book. 

** I am much obliged to the gentlemen who wish me to frame 
a new Britannia j but, besides that the present work is already 
too far advanced to alter the plan, 1 have too much respect for 
Mr. Camden to think of superseding his labours ^ and I flatter 
myself the Additions, which may be called a sort of new monu¬ 
ment, will not disappoint the expectations of my friends on that 
ground. 

When I was lately at Woodstock, I found only the draughts¬ 
man of the Stuns fie Id pavement, and from his first sketches 
formed some judgment of the discovery. The design is much 
the same with that of all others which are not distinguished by 
any thing besides WTeathwork and circles. It was too late in 
the day to be introduced to Mr. Walker. I shall be inipadent 
to hear the Dissertation read at the Society: the sixth volume of 
the Archmologia, now printing, will be ready to receive it. 

10 Leyden, and study Physio. This being accomplished, he settled fiwt 
At Ludlow, and afterwards at Worcester, whereon he was elected Physician 
to the Worcester Infirmary in J7S7, which he resigned in 17J3*, He di<^d 
March 4, )B03, a^gad opwanli of @0, much esteemed as a humane and 
good man, * See the ** Literary Ariecdates,” vol. VHI. p, 

" Your 
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Your last, bearing date Sept. 33, but post-mark Oct. 8, in 
which you say you set out from Worcester in a fortnight, makes 
it uncertain whether you will have this in time, but it must fol* 
low you, and i will write in your favour to Mr. George Paton at 
the Custom-house there, to whom shew the inclosed. 1 remain 
Yours sincerely, Gough. 

Mr. Gough, will be much obliged to Mr. Paton for any 
civility it may be in his power to shew to the beai'er, Mr, Wil¬ 
liam Thomson, a young student in the physical line from Christ 
Church, Oxford, who proposes to finish his studies in Edinburgh.'* 


To Mr. Gough. 

^^Dear Sir, Sunday, FeL 16, 1783. 

As 1 am come to pass a little time in Oxford, I write you a 
line, to ask whether you ever received the Marriage, how you 
like it, and whether you have any further work for our young 
man ? as 1 shall be here ready to superintend him. Loder has 
deviated a little from the line of arts^ in becoming apprentice 
to a mercer—to Fletcher, who has the oid glass that you saw. 

Can you tell me any thing about Woolaston, Alvingion, or 
Lancattt—about their original investiture and endowment ? They 
are in Gloucestershire.—^The Duke of Beaufort has given Mr. 
Price these three livings.—Have just got a long letter from 
George Paton. 

“ At any rate let me hear of you v^ery soon. I remain 

Your most obedient humble servant, W. Thomson.” 

Dear Sir, Christ CImrehj Oxon^ May 8, 1783. 

I believe I notified to you that our young artist had for¬ 
saken the line of and applied himself to one of the more 
profitable branches of trade. This, of course, curtails his leisure 
exceedingly j however, I do not despair of begging him a few 
holidays soon, that he may set about the Shrine: 1 think it is 
likely that he will do it welL-—I did not see the drawing of the 
Marriage; the boy tells me it was a good one, and cost him 
the taking of two or three copies before he sent it you. They 
wish to leave the price entirely to yourself; but, as it is more 
agreeable to know what a man expects, I learned of the Father 
that he thought two guineas would be a proper recompence for 
the time bestowed on it by his son. I do not think him unrea¬ 
sonable ; but you shall probably get the Shrine cheaper. If 
you will therefore send your order to Mr. Prince, you will give 

the young Artist fresh spirits. * * i. 

“ After a few days I am going to make a short stay in the 
coiiiitiy, but shall return, 1 hope, in time to superintend the 
work. I am yours most sincerely, W. Thomson. 

Did not you edit in 1774 one or more plates of the Regal 
and Ecclesiastical Coins of the Saxon Heptarchy? I want to get 
all after the first for G, Paton, who is labouring in my service 
in Scotland. 


Rev. 
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Rev, Michael Tyson ^ to Mr, Gough. 

Dear Sih, Bene't CoUegej April 10^ 1770. 

“ Upon enquiry I found the President had answered your 
Letter. This makes it unnecessary for me to say any thing 
about our poor Friend’s Books ^ but if I should hear any thing 
relating to the disposal of them^ I will endeavour to secure for 
you what you desire, or at least to give you immediate intelli¬ 
gence about them. 1 desired to add a P. S. to the PresidenCg 
Letter to you. I have long intended to wait upon you in Town; 
and should have done so the last time 1 was there, had I an 
opportunity of calling upon any body, which 1 then had not; 
for my time in London (which was only three days) was entirely 
employed by Bishops and Chaplains. I should then have very 
gratefully thanked you for Ferry’s Windows, and the print of 
Clarence's Tomb, which you was so good to give me. The du¬ 
plicate of the Iasi print I had not, but only those I have men¬ 
tioned, except an impression from a brass monument. 

I have done some of the Cambridgeshire Churches, and 
many ancient Tombs. Spinney Abbey, which was the Seat of 
Henry Cromwell, and Wichen Church, where he and many of 
his Family were buried and have monuments, I have drawn, and 
shall immediately etch myscift which 1 intend to go on with in 
regard, to many others. These J mean to give to my friends, 
and you may command what number of them you please. I 
have done Archbishop Parker from the illumination in our 
Statutes, a . miniature by Berg. This is probably the best and 
most authentic resemblance of the Prelate ^ at least, it is the 
best as a painting. 

I have also etched Dr. Love and Dr. Jegon, and shall com¬ 
plete the portraits of ail the Masters of our College whose pic¬ 
tures are in the Lodge, 1 shall beg your acceptance of what I 
have done or shall do. The Master desired his best complf- 
ments to you : he will be in London next week (the latter end), 
at Mr. Young’s, opposite Mr, Kenrick’s, Hatton Garden, where 
he will be %'ery glad to see you, and intends to take the first op¬ 
portunity of waiting upon you. 

1 should be extremely glad to have the pleasure of hearing 
from you when you have a leisure hour, and shall think myself 
very happy in communicating any Cambridge intelligence that 
may be agreeable to you. 1 am, with great regard, dear Sir, 

“ Your obliged humble servant, M. Tysqk/' 

" Deae Sir, Bem't College, July 8, 1770. 

T am much obliged to you for your last favour. The ad¬ 
mission fee to the Society both Nasmith and I have paid, and as 
to myself, I have also paid a year's annuity. As the matter 
stands thus, I think it a bard case if we have not the Transac¬ 
tions gratis. The mere subscribing the name when the fees are 

* See a lon^ intcrreetinsr series of Mr. Tyson’s Letters in the ** Lite- 

T^ry Anecdotes/* vol. VHI. ]>p. 29^, & seqq. 

paid 
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paid is so Tery immaterialj that I think we ought not to lose 
our privilege when our money is paid.—Farmer had Fo!kes*s 
Coinsj a more expensive book, before he was admitted* But we 
willingly submit to the Council and its orders | and J should be 
much obliged to you if you would let me know whether you 
can procure us the book graiis (as we have paid our fees), or 
whether we must oi’der it from the bookseller at our own ex- 
pence.—Poor Cowper*s books are now in Robson's hands, the 
bookseller in Bond-street. 

** Dr. Mason is now very ill, and it is thought cannot live but 
a few weeks, or perhaps days longer. I mention this in case 
you should think it worth your while to inquire after his papers, 
—^Nasmith presents his compliments to you, has examined our 
Library, and dCMJS not think there is more of Talbot than what 
is printed in Leland, He has not looked into Caius Library yet, 
but will in a few days, when he will write to you. 

It would be the greatest inducement to me to go this sum¬ 
mer to St. Alban's, to have the pleasure of meeting you; but I 
fear 1 shall not be able to more beyond the environs of Cam¬ 
bridge, We hare nothing but Antiquaries left, and I wish I 
could persuade you to accept of one of our College Rooms and 
Commons for a week or fortnight. If you could do it conve¬ 
niently, it would give us great pleasure, and you would have a 
fine opportunity to search into Libmries, as we have nothing 
to do but to attend you. I will take the first opportunity of 
sending you my etchings. 

f'You would greatly oblige me if you would let me know 
how we stand with regard to the Transactions, for both Nas¬ 
mith and myself long to have the favour of a line from you in 
a post or two, which will oblige, dear Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient servant, M. Tyson*'" 
"Deae Gough, Lamboume^ March 17SO. 

The Ongar stage travelled certainly on purpose to bring the 
parcel on Thui*sday, for I received them live minutes after 1 sent 
my letter to the post. 

" The Account of Edinburgh will afford me some food for 
my common place—^the Rochester I had. The three others are 
trash.—The whole lot shall he returned in a week's time to 
Mr. Nichols, carriage paid. I by no means w'ished to beg, but 
to borrow such readible modern publications as you had bought 
and could conveniently spare for a time.—I want much to see 
the stricture on Dr. Johnson's Tour, of which Dr. Loit gives a 
very favourable account. 

Mr. Basire has etched Ingelrica very well. A glazier would 
tell him that he lias forgot the cross-bars to his windows, and 
that the first high wind will blow out all the panes. 

This is my second since I heard from you, therefore have no 
more to add, but that 1 remain veiy truly 

" Yours, M. Tyson." 

Dean 
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Dean Swift to Ambrose Philips, Esq * 

" SiK, Uavisham, Oct. 20, 17(®. 

I am glad at heart you are come to Town, where I shall be 
in a few days, having left it only as fastidious when I was weary 
of its emptyness and my own; but gniiins Hector ab oris ? You 
will be admirable company after your new refined travels. I 
hope you met subjects for new Pastorals, unless the new cha¬ 
racter as a soldier has swaggered out those humble ideas, and 
that you consider the field no longer as a Shepherd, but a Hero. 

“ I was ignorant of Lisle till your Letter came, and I hope 
you will so order it that we shall have no difficulty in the Citadel. 
My Host Mr. Collier was your schoolfellow at Shrewsbury, and 
in that capacity presents you his service, and you will mine to 
Colonel Hunt, Mr. Addison, Mr. Steele, &c. 

“ I am most sincerely yours, J, S. 

" I must write your Christian name in the address, lest it 
should fell into the hands of the Irish poetical Captain." 

“ SiK, Oct. 30, 1709. 

" I was surprised to find in a Letter from Mr. Steele that you 
are now in London, and am at a loss whether public or private 
business hath brought you over. Your coming has spoiled a 
Letter I had half wiitten tf» send you to Copenhagen. It was 
not laziness, spleen, or neglect that made me omit acknowledg¬ 
ing two of yours so long; but downright sickness, which after 
a year's pursuing, now I hope begins to leave me where I am, 
in the country, cultivating half an acre of Irish bog. The taste 
you sent me of northern eloquence is very extraordinary. They 
seem to have heard there is such a thing in the world as Wit 
and Sublime, and not knowing better, they supply the want 
of both with sounding words. That which vexes me is the diffi¬ 
culty in construing their Latin, and keeping my breath so long 
between a relative and aniecedelit, or a noun and a verb. 1 
could match you with Irish poetry, and printed Latin poetry 
too ; but Mr* Addison shewed it mej and can ^ve you the best 
account of it o / 


^ You are a better Bickerstaff than I; for you foretold all the 
arcumstances how 1 should receive your last packet, with the 
honorary memorial of Monsieur ! don’t know who. My Lord 
Wharton gave me the Letter : I went aside, and opened it, and 
people thronged about me to ask what it was * and I shewed it 
His Excellency. 

My heart is absolutely broke with the misfortunes of the 
King of Sweden. Nothing pleased me more in the thoughts 
ot going abroad than some hopes I bad of being sent to that 
Court 5 and now, to see that poltroon Augustus putting out his 
Manifestoes, and pretending again to Poland after the tame 
submissions he made ! It puts me in mind of the sick Lion in 
the Fable, Among all the insults offered him nothing vexed 
♦ From the Original hi the CullecLioa of Mr.Upcetu 

him 
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him so mticii as the spurns of an ass* I hope you are laying new 
stocks to revive your poetical reputation. But 1 am wholly in the 
dark about you^ whether you have left the North, or are only 
gent back on an ambassy from the Envoy, 

You have the best friend in the world, Mr. Addison, who is 
never at ease while any men of worth are not so 5 and Mr* Steele 
is alter ab Ulo. What says my J^rd Dorset ?—^yon had not me 
for a councellor when you chose him for a patron* 

Is Colonel Hunter gone to his government ? He is fn4chant 
ho 7 nm€j and he has never written to me since he eame from 
France, and ! came from Ireland. Your Colonel Wayly and I 
are mighty good acquaintance i he loves and esteems you much, 
and I am sorry that expedition did not hold. When you write 
anymore poetry, do me honour) mention me in it* It is the 
common request of Tally and Pliny to the great authors of their 
age) aod I will contrive it so that Prince Posterity shall know 
1 was favoured by the men of wit in my time* 

Pray send me word how your affairs are, that I may order 
my manner of writing to you accordingly, and remember me 
sometimes in your walks up the park, and wish for me amongst 
you* I reckon no man is thoroughly miserable unless he be 
condemned to live in Ireland) and yet I have not the spleen, 
for I was not born to it Let me know whether the North has 
not cooled your Geneva flames : but you have one comfort, that 
the loss of the lady's fortunes will encrease her love, and assure 
you her person, and you may now be out of pain of your rii al 
Mons* Le Baron* 

“ Pray write to me, and remember me, and drink my health 
sometimes with our friends ) and believe me ever 

Your most faithful and most humble sen'ant, Jon* Swift." 


Having, in several parts of these desultory volumes, entered 
fully into the History of Bishop Warburton, particularly in 
the Fifth Volume of the Literary Anecdotes," and tlie Second 
of these Illustrations and a doubt as to the date of one 
of his earliest preferments having been cited in the Gen¬ 
tleman’s Magazine, I was favoured with the following in¬ 
formation; ^ 

£t Fir^bps March 18, 1820, 

'' In a late volume of your Magazine, a Correspondent finding 

in Bishop Warburton’s papers some receipts of rents due to him 
as Rector of Firsby, in Lincolnshire, would be obliged to the 
Rector, or any neighbouring Clergyman, to mform him whether 
the Bishop ever was Rector of Firsby, and if he was, when he 
was instituted to the Living, and how long he held it. That 
he was Rector of Fii-sby, and for many years, is an undoubted 
fact. But with respect to the time of his institution to the Liv¬ 
ing, or his resignation of it, I am sorry to say, I cannot give 
your Correspondent any satisfactory accounts. 

’ "There 
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There are many letters from the Bishop in his own hand- 
writingj in the possession of a lady very advanced in years, in 
this neighbourhood, whose father was his agent for a considerable 
period of his incumbency- 1 looked over these letters in the 
hope that they might enable me to give the particular informa¬ 
tion wanted, and any other notices likely to prove acceptable. 
But they are all very short, and relate almost solely to the busi¬ 
ness of receiving and remitting bis rents* 

The first of them was written in the year 1745, and the last 
in 1755, in which last year it is probable,he resigned the living; 
and as the lady above-mentioned informed me, in fa’^ our of a 
Mr, Hoyle, a relation of his. They are nearly all of them franked 
by R* Alien, and are dated either from Prior Park, or Bedford- 
row, London, The remittances are desired to be sent to Mr- 
Knapton, Bookseller, Ludgate-street. In a postscript to one of 
his letters, he speaks of the consternation the people in his 
neighbourhood were in, in consequence of the advance of the 
rebels. In another, though not of the same date, he mentions 
his having to go up to London to preach at Lincoln’s Inn, 

He seems to have been more inattentive to the temporali¬ 
ties of his Living than 1 was prepai'ed to expect. He tells his 
agent Mr, Wright {on whom he is perpetually bestowing the 
most lavish encomiums for Iiis fidelity and industry, and who in 
truth was a vejy respectable character) that his former agent 
and tenants had not only withheld the rent of the glebe from 
him, but that they had actually bought and sold it one amongst 
another, and that it was only in consequence of their having 
quao'elled in dividing the spoils that he came to hear of their 
villainy. 

To the spiritual concerns of the parish he seems to have 
been sufficiently attentive* He repeatedly enjoins Mr, Wright, 
to whom he entrusted the important task of finding him a 
Curate whenever one is w^anted, to take care that he is of a sober 
virtuous character, and resident in the parish. On one occa¬ 
sion, it would appear, there had been some small interval of 
time when, from the want of a Curate, the duty of the parish 
had not been regularly performed, and that in consequence he 
received a letter from a person in no wise concerned, complain¬ 
ing of the matter. With the Bishop's answ^er, as it is short, 
and written in that forcible style which characterizes all his 
writings, I shall conclude this letter; and am, 8 lc. 

“The Reoxok of Fiksby**' 

' To Mr. Whyte, 

* Sir, You talk as if you wrote by the direction of I can't tell 
what gentlemen and clei'gy.—I cannot think that any who bear 
either of those names would be so impertinent as to concern 
ihemselves in a matter which belongs only to me and my palish, 

' However, long before your letter came, I wrote to Mr. 
Wright that I must have a resident Curate of good and irre¬ 
proachable character. And I make no doubt from his cate and 

integrity. 
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integrity, but that he will procure one as soon as possible.— 
You seem to be in a great hurry, but a worthy unexceptionable 
Cumte is not to be got at the shortest warning for residence. 

^ Yours, &c* W. Wakburtok.' 


Rev. Dr. Warborton tt*-* 

" Deak Sie, P- P- 1 Ij 1751-2. 

I have the favour of yours without date. 1 have not seen the 
pamphlet you mention written against tny ' Julian/ nor shall I 
ever read a line of it. Every Clergyman, not to say every believer, 
is equally concerned with me about the truth of that miracle f. 
It is the common cause in which I have performed my share: be^ 
sides, 1 have been long in a humour to abjure all controversy. 
Whatever I shall write hereafter will be delivered freely, explained 
as clearly, and enforced as strongly as I am able* If any one can 
overthrow it, he bath my leave j and if any one will support it, 
he hath my thanks j but to trouble myself further about the 
matter, is more, I think, than 1 owe to the publtck ^ is more, I 
am sure, than I owe either to truth or myself. 

“ ^ Amelia/ in my opinion, is neither equal to " Tom Jones/ 
nor to ' Joseph Andrews / but is much better than any thing 
in this sort of writing from any other of our countrymen. 

The ^ Essay on Spirit' is written by Clayton, Bishop of 
Cloghert* In an English Bishop, it would have been called 
heresy, but in an Irish I suppose it will pass for a blunder. It 
is in three parts ^ the middle only is properly his own. The 
first being little better than an extract from Locke, &c. and the 
last from Clark. He is of the grosser sort of Arians. He holds 
the Holy Ghost to be Gabriel, and Jesus to be Michael, in defiance 
of the Apostle, who says, ^ he took not on himself the nature of 
angels/ 1 apprehend that the Bishop (who published it against 
the advice of his friends) thought that it would make a noise. 
But he is mistaken ^ the world seems disposed to overlook and 
to forget it, unless some answer calls back their attention. 

The Epigram is a pretty one. 1 shall always be glad to see 
any thing that has your approbation. 

One Harris, a gentleman of fortune in Wiltshire, has pub¬ 
lished a kind of Universal or Philosophical Grammar, under the 
title of Hermes* It has many good things in it, though not 
comparable to the ‘Gram. Generale et Raisonn4e, of Port Royal, 
He is such an idolizer of the ancients, that he is right or wrong, 
as it happens, and as they lead the way. 

Byrom, of Manchester, a fine genius, but fanatical even to 

^ First printed in the New Monthly Magazine, 

t Br. Warbiirton a days after used nearly the same sentiments in a 
Letter to Dr, Balguy- Sea the “ Literary Anecdotes,” vol. V. p. dOl. 

X It was the prodociioa of a young clergyman in Ireland, who was 
afraid to publish it himself j and the Bishop of Clogher with more zeal 
ind honesty than prudence fathered the spiiricnis bautUiig* 

madness. 
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madnessj has pubirshed a poetical ' Epistle on Enthusiasm f m 
which he has plentifully abused Middletoo and me. He is too 
devout to cultivate poetiy, otherwise he would have excelled in 
it. He has hit the true epistolary style. There are many fine 
strokes, many obscurities, and many negligences In it. I am, 
dear Sir, your faithful and affectionate servant, W, Warbltrton.'* 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Walpolr. 

Gloucester^ Jug. It 1774 . 

I made a visit to Warburton i who Is very inhrmj speaking 
with much hesitation; and, they say, begins to lose his memory/' 


Mr. William Latton to Dr. Moss, Dean of Ely. 

“ Dear Sir, Gray's Inn, Jan. 10, 17^7-8. 

I am now at last (after, I think, a long time) able to inform 
you of the result of my afiair depending on the good Lord 
Thanet, &c. which take as follows :—About a fortnight since the 
Lord Morpeth very readily added his hand to that of the Lord 
Oxford's and Lord Thanet's; and on the first of this instant I 
received of their agent, Mr. Lamb, 300^. by direction from the 
Lord's Committees, for the Duchess of Albemarle, for ray ser¬ 
vices to her Grace abroad, as kindly expressed in then" order. 
The Lord Oxford, in the obliging manner, invited me to 
dine with him on Saturday last, where, by appointment, I found 
the I>ord Morpeth and his Lady accompanying the Countess of 
Oxford (whose consents were required to this noble New Year's 
Gift), whereby 1 had an opportunity given me, at once, of paj^- 
ing them all due thanks for their most bountiful and seasonable 
relief bestowed on me. 1 have likewise conveyed iny gratitude 
in the best manner 1 could to the Lord Thanet, and my ac¬ 
knowledgments to all others of my benefactors but your dear 
self, whom may heaven amply reward for your good wishes and 
actual charities to me. By this remarkable blessing from above, 
and a legacy of 60^. per anmtm for my life, from my dear brother 
lately dead, 1 trust 1 may be able to clear my debts before I die; 
and if God shall please to spam me life and health till my legacy 
becomes payable fviz. at 13 months after my brother's death), 
I shall have enough to lay doivn my gray bail's cheerfiilly, espe¬ 
cially having now lived to see my services thus owned by the 
Lord's Committees as above, and my faithful endeavours for my 
dear master the Duke of Albeniarle so fiu' justified by all but his 
executors, whom the Almighty forgive. 

But I press toi^ hard on your patience, and now beg only 
farther, that good Mr. Dean will believe, that to complete my 
happiness here, 1 have nothing troubles me more than that the 
distance is so great from so kind and so amiable a friend as 
yourself, which admits of no relief greater than a line now and 
then when you shall have leisure; for I am, and must ever be. 
Sir, your most obliged and most affectionate humble servant 
whilst William Latton.'' 

To 
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Dr, Charles Moss* to the Rev. Dr. Z. Grey. 

“DeauSir, Iftill, April ^6, 1730. 

I did by one to you some few days, acknowledge the receipt 
to the last bill, and 1 hope you had it. 1 return a great deal of 
thanks, and bear a heart gratefully warm to you for all your 
kindness j to requite you as you deserve for the gi-eat trouble you 
have been at, and the favour done me, is not in ray power. 
My wife has spoke to one of our Hambrough captains to fetch 
some or other elegant curiosity from the genius of that country; 
and she shall think herself extremely happy, if she may suit the 
fancy of our sweet little kinswoman, of whom she talks in her 
turn to ray satisfaction as much as of any of our good friends. 
We hope 'you have health, not hearing to the contrary by my 
nephew, from whom I had a good natured letter this day. I 
think to answer it the next post, but still basely indisposed, though 
well disposed. The gout fixing smartly in no extreme, has roved 
over my body, and given me such constant uneasiness as has 
made me cry out for mere pain. 

" You have been lately busy as I find in the advertisements. I 
have the least right of any man living to beg a book; but being 
able to buy so few, and wanting so many, if you have not restrained 
your presents within a very small number, I beg you will not 
think me more unworthy of a book than when you published in 
your own name last* i have a great desire to read the piece, and 
I will tell you with great impartiality my opinion of it* I shall 
hardly ever see, much less read your ad vers ary* 

Your humble servant, and affectionate obliged friend, C*Moss. 


Henry Home Lord Kaimes-^ to Mr. Creech^. 

“ You shall not have it in your power to accuse me of linger¬ 
ing. I let you to wit that I have been ready for you several 
weeks, particularly that I have put the last hand to the whole first 
book§. I wish to hear from you what is passing m the world, 
especially with I’espect to literature- 

*'"TeH Mr, Adams that I have ready for him a most exact deh- 
nition of a verb, which even Harris has missed* 

“ YourSj Henrt Home, 


• Brother to the Dean. See before, p* 429- 

t This eminent Lawyer, PhUosopber, and many yea^ 

a distinguished Lord of Session in Scotland | and died pec. 
hi* 87th year; and » has found an able Biographer m he ILord 
Woodhouseley, who drew up his character with uij^partiahty, and just 
discrimination* without dwelling extravagantly on his virtues, or offen- 
Bively and emphatically on his faults." I here the words of my fnend 
Mr. Chalmers, by whom his life has been admi^bly well abridged* 

: Of this intelligent and highly respectable Bookseller, see the Lite^ 

rary Anecdotes/'vol* III- p-369- , f * 1 ,,^ 

5 The work here noticed by Lord Kiimes wm his _ Sketches of the 
History of Man, 1774," 3 vols. 4to, which of all bis writings, it we except 
the » EiemenU of CriticUm,” ha. been the most generaHy read. 

Ralph 
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Ralph Spearman*, Esq. to W. Hutchinson'|', Esq, 

" SiK, Eachmck, April 28, 1788. 

My being informed by the Newspapers you w'ere compiling 
a ‘ History of Northumberland^' is the cause I have taken the 
liberty of writing to a gentleman 1 have not the pleasure of 
being acquainted any further than by his publications, which 
have afforded such particular pleasure to every lover of antiquity ] 
have therefore (as I should wish were it any way in my power 
to further your undertaking) sent herewith, ^ An Inquisition 
made in Queen Elizabeth's Keign concerning the Castle of 
Bamboroughj' which I met with among some old family papers, 
and * A List of the Noblemen and others who attended William 
the Conqueror to England/ which I copied some years ago from 
an old manuscript* Many of the names of our Northern families 
are unquestionably of Norman origin, as Bellasise, Bertram, 
Bulmer, Baliol, Brus, Conyers, Dclaval, Neville, Percy, 6ic.; and 
many others, allowing for changes in the manner of spelling 
during so many centuries, are easily reducible to those in the 
list. If any part of what 1 have sent herewith should be of the 
least service, it would afford me pleasure, and to your better 
judgment I entirely leave it how far it may be deserving a place 
in your history. I have taken the liberty to send a sketch of 
what more particuJai'ly concerns our family, collected from 
some memorandums of my cousin John Spearman’s, author of 
the ^Enquhy into the Antiquities of the County of Durham/ 
It^ as well as the rest, I leave to your censure. I,am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, Ralph Spearman/* 


Thomas Hollis Esq* to Rev. John Hutchins §. 

Rev, and dear Sir, Fall Mall, Jan. 16, 1762, 

I am much obliged to you for the MS papers which you 
were pleased to send me, though sorry for the great trouble 
that they have occasioned. What few remarks occur upon them, 
shall be conveyed to you hereafter, when I am fully master of 
them, and have more leisure than at present. 

That part of your letter which respects our antU|uarian 
Friend, Dr. Ducarel, I have copied and sent him, 

I would give my left hand to possess a certain honourjl nohlt/ r 
neither my birth nor connections entitle me to expect it by those 
pieans, nor does my disposition allow me to acquire it by cring¬ 
ing to a minister, or bribing of the people. Other ways of ob- 

Of whom see the Literary Anecdotes,*' voh IX. p. $91, 
t Ibid. voL VJL p. 599. 

t Of this munificent Patron of Literature see the Literary Anecdotes/' 
voh VIL pp, j 93 , 594 , Of bis Testamentary Heir, Thomas Brand Hollis, 
Esq.see particularly, ibid, voL II. p. 447. 

§ The raeritonous Historian of Dorsetshire; of whom see the ^'Lite¬ 
rary Anecdotes," voLVLp. 40$. 
j] This wish was for an ladepeudeRt Seat m Parliament. 


taining 
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taming' it, in these days, I know not. As said an antient, so 
say I, ' 1 can live contented without glory, tmt cannot suffer 
shame and if, effectively, 1 am excluded from playing a great 
game, I yet have spirit enough to play a snaall one, which I will 
endeavour shall be innoceni at least, and not altogethei unser¬ 
viceable to my country and to mankind. The same game, plan, 
in truth, which 1 have pursued unswervingly these eight years, 
the prime of nw life, ever since 1 returned ft am my ti-avels, and 
w’hich 1 mean steadily to continue, though slackening of neces¬ 
sity by degrees, through age and other to be expected infirmi¬ 
ties. My sincerest thanks, however, attend you on the pi*eceding 
account. You, I perceive, like nil my otlier friends, are of an 
opinion, that a certain acquiescence in the customs of our own 
times is allowable, and even necessary; but 1 cannot agice to 
it in grave and important concerns, and think with Cato, that 
to swerve a line is by degi'ccs to lose all center* This matter 

shall rest wholly betwixt ourselves. . . i j i 

“ Inclosed are Proposals for engraving the British Medals, 
sent only for curiosity, and to shew you that the London Anti¬ 
quaries ai'e not wholly without scheme. Penw, the engraver, is 
an ingenious honest man, but not a learned one. 'The short de¬ 
scription which will accompany these Medals will be di awn up 
by some fiiends of niine^ and it shall go hard but they shall 
some hovv or other illustrate or serve the cause of Civil and Ke- 
ligious Liberty. Fray give the duplicate Proposal ^ our \eiy 
respectable friend and brother Antiquary Sir Peter Thompson, 
when yon see him, with communication of the following ex¬ 
tract from the Will of Dr. Thomas Herring, late Lord Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbnn', dated July 16, 1765; for he, like every 
ingenious person, is fond of anecdotes, and this is a singn ar 
one, and capable of various construction, and a very extraordi¬ 
nary one too for the Pont. Mnx. of this country; ‘Into thy hands 
I commend my spirit, O Father of Mercies, and God of all com¬ 
forts, hoping humbly to obtain remission of my sms, tkro^h 
those means wkick thy grace and favour to mankutd has appoinUd. 
Success attend your work, and health, quiet, and happiness your 
person. I am. Reverend Sir, with unfeigned resp^t, 

“Your obliged and most obedient servant, T. Hoems, 

“ Rev. Sir, ^ ” Ii, ^ li- 

" It was not till yestenlay that 1 was able to procure the paper 

at the Museum which you desired. I have sent it you me W 
in another frank.—There is a place called Cotsley,^ kind of dis¬ 
trict or division in the parish of Corscombe, which lies near 
Renvil-lane, in some parts of which moor-stone, or an ordinary 
hard stone, has been and may be found.^ 

“ What the Fortifications are at WhinyardS gap, I am igno¬ 
rant. But why not request in this and such like matters the 
obliging benevolent assistance of Mr. Shenve. I cannot send 
the particulars which you desire at present, but will endeavour 
to bring them into Dorsetshire about October, or send them, 
VoL IV 3 B which 
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which time I hope will do.—You have taken luuclx pains in the 
account with which you favoured me.—-1 have been heartily con¬ 
cerned at your misfortune. To replace a little your Library, I 
despatch the incltised^, and beg excuse for the liberty. 

I aiijj respectfully, Sir, your obedient servant, T, Hollis ” 


Letters of the Rev, Thomas Warton^. 

To the Rev. Ricuakd Fahmer, Emanuel College.* 

Rev* S(r, Trinity College^ OjifordyJune l^), 1766‘ 

I am extremely glad to find that the Antiquities of Leicester 
are fallen into your hands, fn iny Collectanea from the Rolls 
Chapter, 1 nicet with these entiies relating to your subject. The 
original instruments at length are in Capell. Rot. j but most 
probably you have them alre:idy; if notj they may jjerliaps be of 
some little service, I am, Reverend Sir, 

'' Your most obliged and obedient servant, T, Wartos’,'* 

Br. Ducarel to Mr, Warton. 

Sir* Doctors ConnnoriSj April 13* 1772. 

On coming to town this nioining 1 received a parcel con¬ 
taining your excellent ^ Life of Sir Thomas Pope.' 1 apprehend 
it is a present from you* and return you many thanks for it* and 
likewise for the honourable mention you make of my name 
therein. This Work* which does you great honour* has afforded 
me niuch ijislrticfion; and though you complain of the scarcity 
of your matenals, you have found means to instruct us with 
many facts wbicli are new to me, and I believe to most people, 
1 wish it had been in my power to give you more assistance on 
this occasion. In the postscript 1 have added notes relative to 
two passages in your book. When 'you come to town I shall 
be extremely glad to liave the pleasure of seeing you at Doctors 
Commons j and remain yours* &c. A, C.Ducarel” 

Rev. Thomas Waeton to Mr, Gough, 

Dear Sir* mnton, Sept m, 17 S 2 . 

" I should have answeied yours before* but have been on a 
ramble. Your Cross very unlike* and the Inscription incor¬ 
rect. Above the top of the Cross* in very slight intaglia (as is 
the Cross itself), is a head mitred* with tassels and a border of 
a pallium under the chin. There are the traces of a taper held 
in one hand. The Cross is the heraldic Cross fioree, and tlie 
shaft knotted with many wreaths, I will get the whole new 
drawn, and the legend rectified, if you can stay a little while. 

* This was aB^nk-note* generously contributed by Mr. Hollis towards 
alleviating the heavy loss Mr, Hutchins had experienced by a tremendous 
fire at Wareham, See the “ Literary Anecdotes*” voLV. p, 514; and 
YOUVI, p. 41G, 

T The very learned Poetry Professor* and Author of the History of 
English Puetry,” &e,; oF whom see the First Volume of these Illustra¬ 
tions," 231; and Literary Aneedotes” voLVI, p, 175; VIl. pp. 455* 707* 

A notable 
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A notable discovery has been made here, in digging (hventy 
feet deep) to make a vault. They, found a Roman Urn, with 
three or four sacrificai vessels, all complete* The place is in the 
suburbs of this city, nearly where two Roman Roads (one going 
to Silchester, the other to Andover) meet in an acute angle at 
the North gate. I will send you the dimensions and colours of 
these curious pieces of Roman Pottery, No Coins were found. 
They are in the possession of the Rev, Mr* Richards, School¬ 
master, in Hyde-street. Sincerely yours, T Wahton,” 


To Mr, Nichols. 

Be A R Sir, Wynton, Nov, 3, 1782, 

** 1 should esteem it a very singular favour if you would insert 
the inclosed letter in this month's Gentleman’s Magazine. Much 
depends on so eaily an appearance ; but, if you should be under 
any sort of embaiTassmeiU about the insertion of it, I beg you 
will reject it without ceremony, and send the copy back to me 
at Oxford, where I mean to be in a day or two* I know 1 may 
depend on your secrectf, I wish you would order the compositors 
fo attend to my preparations of copy; and am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, T VVarton.'* 


To Mr* Gough, 

SiKj fVinlon^ Sept. 30, 178^. 

“ 1 have just seen your account of the Winchester Font, and 
am Cjuite of your opinion about the ship-compartment. What 
I said about the decollation of Birinus, was from a conjecture of 
A. Wood, w ho visited Dorchester Church, and whose papers re¬ 
lating to it are at Oxford. 1 visited this Church in 1769, with 
Mr* Huddesfoid, late Keeper of the AshmoTean Museum,^ and 
took down everv thing observable there, with the most minute 
exactness. About two miles from Dorchester is a manor be¬ 
longing to Trinity College, Oxford* !t is caBed Holcomb 
Grange, and the old manorial house was a very large Gothic 
mansion, 1 believe a retiring place for the Abbot of Dorchester. 
Our Founder bought this estate at the Dissolution, and the Col¬ 
lege pulled down the old house above 100 years ago, to build one 
more commodious ; but, two or three arches and apai'tmerits 
of the original house si ill remain ; and in one room were some 
bits of painted glass, which seemed to be part of this history of 
Birinus, perhaps brought hither from the Abbey-church. I fear 
these curious remains are now gone j but, I think, in an old 
room (a daii'y) there are one or two coats in the glass* 

As to the compartment exhibiting the West end or facade of 
a Churchy you know that antiently the first process of the mar¬ 
riage ceremony was performed there, viz. the presentation of thd 
bride's dowry before they entered the Church. The figures are 
then obvious, the Bishop, the father (giving the dowjy) and 
mother, the bride and bridegroom, and one man with a 
who stands for Retinua. 1 know not what to^ make of the axCj 
ftc. I am, dear Sir, your humble servant, T, Wartok* 

3b 2 [\7m 
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[17890 They ai^e new-roofing the Choir of Mew College Chapel 
at a consrderable expence—wood-work in the Gothic style in a 
good taste. All the old frontispiece behind tiie altar {demolished 
by Visitor Home) has been laid open. There are three tier of 
niches for statuesj. one above another, from side to side^ each 
niche six feet high. The canopies and rich tracery all hacked 
to pieces, with a series of basso-relievo of the life of the Virgin 
Mary. They talk of restoring as much as they can*'* 


Rev, Theoph, Henry Hastings^ to Mr, Nichols, 

SiK, Little LekCi March 4, 1801, 

The short paper war between me and Mr, Russel f must be 
soon after the war between England and America^ which, I be¬ 
lieve, happened in the year 1775, It originated from the late 
Lord Effingham Howard being appointed to go thither, and his 
refusing to obey orders* On that account 1 wrote to him, and 
inclosed the chaplainship which, by the interest of the late 
Francis Earl of Huntingdon, I had received from him. That 
letter vvas inserted both in the Leicester and Nottingham papers, 
Mr. Russel wrote an Answer, to w'hich I wTOte a Reply imme¬ 
diately, which was seen by many, and reported to I^rd Hun¬ 
tingdon, %vho immediately likewise, and before it could be pub¬ 
lished, requested me not to do it, for w'hat reason I did not know ; 
but I complied with the request, or perhaps the altercation be¬ 
tween me and Mr. Russel might have lasted as long as the Ame¬ 
rican war, I was persuaded that the cause in which I was en¬ 
gaged was a good one, and would never have given it up but 
with death, I am. Sir, &c, T. H* Ha^stings,” 

^ This Lptter, if not otherwise interesting, adds one more to the Cata- 
loi'ue of Noble Autb^rs, and to the English Peerage. On the death of 
Frauds Earl of Huutmsfdtm in 1789, this gentlemau became the here¬ 
ditary successor to the Earldom, which has since been claimed, and al¬ 
lowed to the son of his younger Brother.—Tbeophilus Heurj' Hastings, 
born in 17€8» was presented in 1763 to the Vicarage of Belton, and in 
1764 to the Rectory of Osgatborpe, both-In Leicestershire; aiicl[ resigned 
them in 1795, on being presented to the Rectory of East and West Leke 
in Nottinghamshire. He was generally considered as the presumptive 
heir to the Earldom j and, as Mr- Henry Nugent Bell, the intelligent 
Historian of the Huntingdon Peerage, informs us, For some after the 
Earl's death, he assumed the title of Earl of Huntingdon; and there is 
a stone pillar standing in Front of the Parson age-ho use, at Leke, on which 
tber^ was a plate bearing a Latin inscription, stating him to be the 
eleventh Earl of Huntingdon, godson of Tbeophilus, ninth Earl, and en¬ 
titled to the Earldom by descent* This plate covered another Latin iu- 
acription, stating that it was erected by Theophilus the second Earl of 
Huntingdon of that name. In his religious principles Mr* Hastings was 
a zealous supporter of the Established Faith, and a constant and animated 
opposer of the sect of Methodists,by which last application of bis talents 
he incurred the severe displeasure of the Countess Dovrager Selina, and 
probably the loss of a great part of her fortune, whieb might otherwise 
have been bequeathed to him, or his Brother's Family.'^ 

f See before in these Illustrations,'* voL III. p. T4T. 


William 
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William Hayley*, Esq. to Mr. Nichols. 

^^MydbarSie, [1/89.] 

" I was in hopes that last night would have brought me the 
printed close of our second volumef- If it is ready, be so good 
as to dispatch u by Tuesday’s coach, with a line to tell me if you 
received my letter to Mr. Howard, and if it has found him in 
England. After Tuesday I will beg yon to send no parcel to 
this country , as 1 propose being in town at the end of this week, 
and 1 shall soon inform you of my arrival, as I shall be eager to 
have the pleasure of seeing you at my breakfast-table, and to 
assure you that I am ever affectionately youm, W. H, 

1 shall probably be in London several days before our dear 
rambling Divine J:, who is just going to Paris. AdieuJ* 

My dear Sir, March 7, 17S9. 

** I send you with some satisfaction the last volume of a work 
from which 1 sincerely hope you will derive both pleasure and 
emolument, I will not trouble you to send me the SOOi, which, 
according to our agreement I was to receive on delivering the 
MS. complete, because 1 hope to be in town in about three 
weeks, but I will beg the favour of you to send me lOOL in bank¬ 
notes. I hope our dear rambling Divine will be soon safe in his 
cell again, as I shall be eager to hear that you are both pleased 
with the close of my production. Adieu, my dear Sir, and be¬ 
lieve me evei' cordially yours, W. H/’ 

'^My dear SiK, Earthamt near Chichester^ April 22, 1791, 
'^1 am not insensible to the liberal politeness with which you 
and your worthy friend Robinson have refrained from i-eminding 
me of my promise to recompense the purchaser of a certain 
luckless hook § for any loss he might sustain. Much ill health 
and many perplexing avocations have hitherto prevented me from 
shewing you that I have not forgot my word, 

" 1 have now just closed a very little occasional composition, 
which may possibly have a much greater circulation than a larger 
work. Tins, if he think it worth his acceptance, I will most 
readily give to your friend, and not limit to this (should it fail 
to reimbui’se Mm) my intention in his fa^'our. 

“ J am particularly desirous that the author of the little work 
1 have mentioned may for the present remain unknown. That 
it may not appear even at the press In my hand, I must still de¬ 
tain the manuscript about a week, till 1 can get it copied under 
my own roof. 1 flatter myself, however, yon will receive plea¬ 
sure when I tell you that the chief aim of this peiforniance is to 
honour the memory of our departed friend the excellent 

^ Seethe “ Literary Anecdotes,-* voL VII, pp, 173, 389- 
t Of “ The Young Widow ” an elegant Novel ; see ibid. voi. IX* p. 50, 
I The Rev, Jolui Warner, the original Proposer of a Statue fur Mr, 
Howard, Ibid, vol, 11, pp, 416, 644, 

§ “The Young Widow,” (see above.)—This entertaining Novel, having 
been pubUished aiionymously, and without any of those adventitious aids 
too frenuentb'^ practised ia modern limes, wa3 less successful than its 
me fits fairly claimed. 


Howard, 
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HowabDj witli a view to quicken and extend the generosity of 
the nation in subscribing to his monument. 

The work is in prose, and intituled, ' The Eulogies of 
Howard’^, a Vision/ To shew how much all ranks of men are 
interested in his glory, I have represented, in this visionary form, 
persons of dilFereiit professions pronouncing different panegyricks 
on his incomparable character* 

The work altogether does not amount to a hundred pages* 

I could wish jt printed on a very good paper, with a large type, 
but as a little book, of the most convenient size for the pocket; 
somewhat like the Sermons of Yorick. But how it shall be 
printed/I will leave you and our friend Robinson to determine, 
when you receive the MS. which 1 will send you as soon as pos¬ 
sible, if you assure me it will prove a welcome guest. Indeed 
the season for such a publication is so far advanced In every 
point of view, that we have no time to lose* Believe me, n^y 
dear Sir, ivith every good wish to you and our worthy con¬ 
federate, your very faithful h'iend and servant, \V* Hayley," 

To William Hayley, Esq, 

** Beak Sir, lied Lwti Pctsuagef March ^6, IS 10* 

After thanking you for the great entertainment I received 
from the ^ Life of Romney,’ of which our Friend Sylvanns Urban 
has fully expressed my sentiments, I am happy to renew a long 
in ten-opted conespondence, with a request, which I make at the 
suggestion of a gi-andson of " mild William Clm ke and Anne his 
w'lfe, that you would have the goodness to point out to me some 
of the more prominent parts of the splendid ^ Life of Lord 
Nelson t.' by way of a Review of it for the Gentleman’s Maga¬ 
zine. I understand that you have read it attentively ; and am 
sure you win gladly assist me in doing justice to the laboui^ of 
so good a man as Mr. James Stanier Clarke, There will not be 
occasion to transcribe any extracts, 1 have the volumes, and 
references will be sufficient* Mrs* Hayley (to whom, though I 
have not the honour to be known, 1 beg to be respectfully re¬ 
membered) will, Mr, Clarke assures me, second my request 3 and 
1 can only say that I shall be proud at any time^to receive your 
communications either on this or any other subject, particulai'ly 
on those in which you are so eminently vej’sed, Italian literature 
and Old English Poetry* I am. Sir, with grateful l ecolkctions, 

“ Your faithful humble servant, J* Nichols*” 

To Mr. Nichols* 

Dear Sylvanus m Urbr, j^pril 17, 1810 . 

'' I rejoice to hear, that while so many anonymous malignants 
assume the mask of periodical criticism to indulge their hatred, 

* See the “ Lilerary Anecdotes,” voL JX. p, 57. 

4 A masterly Volunteer Review of this Work was soon after ftiriiisUed 
by the learned and very Reverend Dr. Vincent, Dean of Westtpinster. 
See Gent* Mag. vol. LXXXl* i* pp. 4f>. 354 j ii* p. 44. 
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Bfialice, and all uncbaTitableDesSj you continue to exercise a very 
useful and honourable art with your usual good sense and g‘ood 
nature, 1 have not seen your account of the book you mention, 
but I am pei’suaded you cannot fail to speak of the meritorious 
departed painterj and of his afifectionate biogi’apbcr with yonr 
native benevolence, 

“ I am very glad you are preparing to do justice to the very 
great biograpiiical merits of our Friend Clarke, who is scur- 
rilously reviled in the Quarterly Review, In following the dic¬ 
tates of your own honest mind, you cannot h.i\ to give him the 
character he deserves of a very industrious, intelligent, and elo¬ 
quent Historian, who, being liberairy furnished with all the 
documents of highest authority for his arduous work, has deli¬ 
neated the Life of our great Nai'al Hero with such fidelity and 
feeling, as ought to secure to the just, perspicuous, and ani¬ 
mated biographer the general and permanent applause of our 
country. His extensive acquaintance witli great naval cliarac- 
ters, and his own personal knowledge of the habitudes and dis¬ 
cipline of a seaman’s life, qualified him, in a peculiar manner, 
for the task, which he has happily accomplished. As you possess 
the book, you have only to state your own genuine feelings in 
perusing it, and I am pei’suaded they will be such as to do 
honour both to the author and the critic. 

Since I received the favor of your letter, I have been anxiously 
employed in an irksome embroiled correspondence, trying to 
preserve two old friends from a veiy foolish quari^el about a few 
acres of land ■ with the additional anxiety of nursing a female 
relation in a painful state of health under this roof. Let these 
circumstances plead my excuse to you, my dear good-natured 
Sylvanus, for the tardiness, and for all the deficiencies of my 
reply to your friendly letter. Accept my best wishes for your 
health and happiness j and believe me ever faithfully 

" Your Friend, W. H.*" 

Deae SYLVAEfUSj FelphaiUt Sept, 3, 1810, 

" I happened to hear yesterday that you lately passed the 
gate of my little marine retirement without knowing that within 
you might ha\e found an old friend and fellow-labourer in the 
field of literature, who would most willingly have refreshed you 
on your travels with a hermit s simple and salutary tare. 

1 received my intelligence from my worthy printer, Mason 
of Chichester. He tells me he mentioned to you the fouj* neat 
little volumes of CowpeFs Milton, which we have recently pro¬ 
duced for the emolument of Cowper’s beloved and meritorious 
Johnny of Norfolk. As I most anxiously wish the publication 
to prosper for his sake, and am a little apprehensive that several 
booksellers, interested in other Milton’s^ may rather thwart than 
promote the success of the volumes in question, let me request 
you to assist their circulation to the utmost of your power. You 
cannot offer any tribute more acceptable to the pure spirit of 
our beloved Cowper, than a zealous endeavour to befriend Ins 
favourite and most meritorious kinsmaia. 


While 
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" While F am speaking of Cowper, let me ask you if you can¬ 
not find fo^ iiie a copy of YoUaire's Henrtade, traiislated by 
Cowper and Im bioiher, and printed in some Magazine of the 
year 1759 . I once discovered a rival tianslation, executed about 
the same time by an Irish gentleman for a rival Magazine. If 
1 was riglitly informed, the titles of the rival Magazines were 
' The Royar and " The Imperial/ The specimen I once saw of 
the Irish translator must, I jiresume, be infinitely inferior to 
that of the fraternal associates John and William Cowper. Could 
1 find their translation, I shall knovi^ the Cantos translated by my 
frieiKl William, as he mentioned them to me when he was at 
Eartham- Pray never pass through this, village again without 
affording me an opportunity to give you a friendly shake by the 
hanclj and to assure you that 1 am ever sincerely yours, W, H/* 

Felpkatn, near Chichester^ April 7} IS 16. 

“ My dear \vorthy Brother Veteran of Literature^; 
looking into a ' Dictionary of Living Authors/ [ perceive 
you and I were born In the same year j and in reading a very 
acute, enterlaining, and instmelive book, written by a friend of 
yours, ' The (Quarrels of Authors/ I find that you are still as 
active and benevolent as ever. 1 rejoice with you on the com¬ 
pletion of yonr magnum opusj your ^ Literary Anecdotes of the 
Eighteenth Century / and T beg the favour of you to prepare 
for me a copy of it, in neat and strong half-bind iiig, with 
leaves of writing paper in each volume, which 1 wish to have 
prepared with W'hat the binders call, I believe, false backs, so as 
to lie perfectly open, that the possessor may write in them with 
ease.'—I have a very copious heap of manuscript letters from 
many memorable writers of the century you illustrate, and your 
book will be my best guide for putting them all into such be¬ 
coming oiTicr, that perhaps some 50 years hence this private 
Collection may prove particularly pleasing and valuable to some 
of my heirs, after all my literary occupations have long terrai- 
jiated in the sacred sleep of the grave, 

** A very worthy relation of mine, who was the first officer 
wounded in the famous siege of Gibraltar, and is now an Ord¬ 
nance storekeeper at Puifieet, Capt, Godfrey, is coming to pass a 
few social days with me soon after the 14th of this month. If you 
will be so kind as to have the books I have desired ready for 
him, I will beg him to call on you to pay for them, and escoit 
them in his gig to the literary cell of a crippled, but, 1 thank 
heaven, a still cheerful hermit, who is, my good brother bio¬ 
grapher, your faithful and affectionate friend, W. Haylby. 

cf Pray remember, If you ever make excursions in summer or 
autumn to the coast, that it would aflbrd me sincere pleasure to 
bid you welcome in pei'son to this marine celL Accept my cor¬ 
dial benediction amt best wishes for the success of all your 
pursuits and prosiiccts. AdicLU W. H." 


To 
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To William Haylby, Esq. 

My kind and woETfiY Friend, April 13, IS16- 

The fond recollections of old times is at all periods grateful, 
and it is with peculiar pleasure 1 receive the renewal of those 
kindnesses, which recal the pleasant hours we have so long since 
passed with the worthy associates of former days—with Dr, 
Warner, &c. I hope you will not have too much overrated 
the amusement you may find in ray desultory volumes, but they 
will at least exhibit to you some traits of men whom you regarded 
—of * mild William Clarke and Anne his wife/ &c, &c. 

Once, and only once, was 1 ever near Ff^lphmn; and much 
did I regret that at the time I knew not it was your residence, 
though I was told so a few hours afterwards. Should I be able 
again to visit your part of the country, I will certainly contrive 
to pass an hour or two with you. But, alas! I am lame, and 
my eyes sadly fail me. At the present moment too I have the 
unha[jpiness of feeling the most anxious paternal solicitude, &c. 
for the life of a beloved daughter, which hangs on a very 
slender thread. With great regard and respect, I am, dear Sir, 
Your much obliged and faithful servant, J. Nichols/" 


Rev. Hknry Headley * to Mr. Nichols. 

Sir, Tritiitrj College, Mat/ 13, 1785. 

** When you have inserted the alteratitm which the gentleman 
whom I employed to call on you mentioned, my wish is that 
you would send me a copy of the * Fugitive Pieces/ that the 
Ermta may be printed with it- As 1 haye no particular know¬ 
ledge of any bookseller in town, 1 would wish you to put the 
book into any respectable hands you chuse, and manage that 
matter entirely for me. Yours, &c, H. Headley/* 

95j 1785. Mr. Headley would wish Mr. Nichols to inform 
liim whether the copy of the ' Fugitive Pieces* is worth any thing, 
however so little, it would be an object* Js it likely that any 
bookseller would give any sum, however trifling, for it ? Does 
Mr. Nichols know if it sells ? 

“ Deae Sir, Norwich, Norfolky Sl GeoTge‘s, 

Will you excuse perhaps the impertinence, and certainly the 
trouble of this application. I have undeJlaken to publish a book 
to be called * Select Beauties of Ancient English Poetry/ with a 
variety of remarks, which i purpose subjoining to the work. 1 
intend printing by subscription, which will be six shillings. The 
work to be comprised in one large octavo, or two volumes duo¬ 
decimo. I find my subscription goes on hei'e veiy slowly, and 1 
have taken too much trouble in the work to relinquish it con¬ 
tentedly. I merely wish to pay the printing by my sLibscriptioo. 
Will you assist me in getting a few uames for such a purpose. 

* Of this excellent and highly-accomplished young geiUlciuaij, see the 
Literary Anecdules/* VllL p. 153 j vol IX. p. 28. 


J am 
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1 am aware of the abruptness of the applieation I am making, 
but necessity Jm almost worn away difRdencej and I have no 
fi’iend in town who can do me service in a thing of this kind. 
My Selections will be made from the age of Elizabeth to the 
beginning of the reign of Queen Anne. I shall not touch any 
thing which has been already published by Dr. Percy in his 
* Reliques.' Should you be unable to do me any personal ser¬ 
vice in this business, 1 will beg of you to get the following Ad¬ 
vertisement inserted in the St. James's Chronicle, and I will repay 
you: ^ Speedily will be published, by subscription, price 6s. Select 
Beauties of Ancient English Poetry, with Remarks, by H. Head- 
ley, A. B. Subscriptions received by J, Nichols, Red Lion Pas¬ 
sage, Fleet-street ^ R. Eeatniffe, Norwich j Downes and March, 
Yarmouth j and Merill, Cambridge j of whom Proposals may be 
had,'—^This 1 wish to have inserted twice or thrice only, 

I am sorry that the gi'eat distance 1 am town" has 

prevented me from having my book printed by you. 1 shall con¬ 
sider myself much obliged to you for a line on the subject. 

Accept iny thanks for the attention you have paid to my 
lettei's at different times^ and believe me. Sir, 

“ Your much obliged humble seiTant, Hbnky Headley/' 


Letters to and from Mr. Da Costa, 

From Dr. Fuancis Drake 

“ Worthy Sir, York^ Dec. 9, 1749, 

1 am exceedingly obliged to you for your kind answer to 
my letter, but am much puzzled what to select out of that great 
choice of curiosities you have set before me. I doubt the charge 
of cutting and polishing a whole watch-case out of the fine 
masses you speak of, will come to more money than a plain 
gold-case. What 1 meant was, only to have one of your polished 
agates, cornelians, &c. as big as a shilling, a halfpenny, or half 
a crown, set in the bottom of the gold case j and, if its super- 
fices be perfectly flat, it will answer that end. A slice of any of 
your masses of these magnitudes, will also, 1 think, do the same. 
However, I have ordered my agent to bring tiie watch-case 
maker to you, and whatever you and he agree upon for the best, 
that 1 shall tliankfully accept of. 

In return for your favoui', I have some natural curiosities to 
present you with, which, if worth your acceptance, are heartily 
at your service. I have the tooth, or tusk, of the sea-lioiij given 
me by a sailor who was on board Admiral Anson's ship through¬ 
out the whole voyage, and now lives in this townj part of a 
young elepliant's tooth, in the section of which is an iron bullet, 
which had been shot into it when younger, and the ivory grown 
over the bullet; a hair-ball, found in the stomach of a calf j and 
a fbi^sil or two ^ which shall all find their way to your Cabinet, 

^ Of whom see before, p, 6)8. 

‘ if 
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if you think them worthy a place in it} for^ my amusements 
being more in the Antiquarian way, my collections are the same; 
and 1 shall think myself happy if 1 could add any thing to your 
most noble Repository* 

I am not out of hopes of seeing London again once more 5 
and if you should be there at that time, should make it my 
business to wait upon you* In the mean time, if any of my 
friends come to town, and have curiosity enough, 1 shall take it 
kindly if, on my account, you will allow them an inspection* 
Perhaps the young gentleman"* who was with me before, and who 
is since married to a daughter of tlie Earl of Carlisle, may have 
a desire to treat his lady with so noble a sight* 1 am, good Sir, 
Your much obliged humble servant, F, Drake/' 
Good Sir, Kor/r, Jan. 17} 1749-50* 

I am informed by my agent, Mr* Bristow, that you have 
been so kind as to put a stone into a lapidary's hand to cat a 
watch-case out of. I give you the tioubie of this only to hasten 
his perfoj'mance, because the ^vatch-maker wants but the out¬ 
side to finish and send down the whole machine* The expence 
I liave ordered Mr* Bristow to pay, to whom you please to 
send for it* I should be glad to know whether the trifles I 
offered to send you will be acceptable , and when any thing else 
in your way falls into my hands, you shall be sure to hear of 
tliem. I long much to see your very valuable Collection of Na* 
ture s choicest curiosities y but, till then, I shall depend on your 
promise to giatity some of my friends with so fine a sight* £ 
have a son coming up to town this spring, in order to go 
abroad with a young gentleman 5 they are both strangers to 
such sights, but I would have them view at home what, in all 
probability, they will not meet with abroad* 1 should be very 
glad of a line from you by the same conveyance as before j and 
am, Sir, your most faithful humble servant, F* Drake*'* 

To Dr* Francis Drake* 

** Sir, London, Jan. 30, 1749-50* 

“ 1 should long ago have wrote you two Letters, had I not 
from time to time waited to acquaint you of the corapletbu of 
your desire* I had a fine large beautiful Egyptian pebble cut 
quite through to obtain a plate as desired, but, when worked, 
it showed a crack or flaw just where the plate was to be taken* 
I then proceeded on a large mass of jasper, which was exceeding 
beautiful and fine, but of so excessive hard a nature, that it 
would have cost a great deal of money and time* On this dis¬ 
appointment, I worked three different plates of agate, but they 
proved too brittle or not strong enough for the use intended. I 
also had some other fine stones worked, but still to no efiect* All 
these proceedings insensibly from day delayed my writing; but 
now, having with success worked (from my own collection) a 

* ThomaB Duncomb, Esq* i>f Duiicomb Park, Vorksliire ; who married 
Lady Diana, youngest daughter of Henry fourth Earl of Cnrlisle* 

plate 
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plate of a semi-diaplianous milky East Indian agate, of the size 
of a crown, 1 delivered it to Mr, Biistow the other day (and 1 
hear he has sent it down to you for your approbation), 1 hope, 
Sir, it will pleasure you, and I beg you to accept it free of all 
costs from me as a tnai^k of esteem for the pleasure i enjoy in your 
friendship- I am exceedingly obliged to you for the offer of a pre¬ 
sent of the cunosities you mention in your said letter. 1 accept 
them with a sincere pleasure, and many thanks to you j I beg, 
howevei', you would not send them up till the beginning of 
Apiib as 1 am yet somewhat backward in my Catalogues, and 1 
shall then take the liberty to send you some few instructions for 
collecting fossils in your county for me, which will be of great 
service and pleasure to me. I remain, with esteem. Sir, 

Your very humble servant and brother, E. M- Da Costa/’ 
SiE, London, June 30, 1750. 

I received your very esteemed letter of Feb. 21 last, in its 
due time, but was constantly, by some occupation or another, 
hindered answering it* It vexes me much that my desires have 
not succeeded to your fancy | but at any time you should honour 
me with a visit, perhaps we together may light in my collection 
with somewhat to please you, which I assure you will be heartily 
at your service* 1 should be greatly obliged to you if on receival of 
this you will be so good to pack up those specimens of natural 
curiosities yourfiiendship has favoured me with a promise of. Let 
the box be directed for me at Adams Court, and send it me as soon 
as possible. Pray, whatever speciniens you send, wrap them sepa¬ 
rately in waste paper, and number them 1 , % 3 , &C .3 then make 
a small or catalogue answerable to the numbers on each spe¬ 
cimen, ill which lay down where they were found, and all 
the other particulars of IMatural History which have occurred to 
your knowledge. I shall be glad of specimens of those extraordi¬ 
nary concretions of the pebble kind, and some of those variegated 
pebbles you mention to be found on the Coasts, which are only 
fragments of rocks (as you observe) broken off by the violence of 
the waves, and a piece of that transparent stone shewn you by 
the statuary, all which things you mention in your said letter, 
and beg you will send them me up in the said box. 

" I thank you. Sir, for your information relating to the Aurora 
BoiTalis, &c. I hope to see you soon in town.— I am, w'itli 
great esteem. Sir, your very humble servant, E* M* Da Costa*^^ 


From Mr* Thomas Knowlton=^. 

Jan. 1, 1755 . 

Dr* Burton of York requests you wUl be so good as to write 
to your friend, to desire his advice, and how the things may be 
done for the best and easiest terms j Xhe Author being about 
to publish a pait of the ^ History of Yorkshire,' is advised to print 
it in weekly numbers, which he would comply ivith; but then 
^ Gardener to the Earl of Burlington at Laugsboruegb, Lu yorkshin^. 

he 
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he is ignorant of the method of preceding in siich a case j for, 
as he will have a great number of copper-plates, in case )ie prints 
in weekly numbei's, he does not know how he must treat with 
the engraver; nor even with the printer j or paper-sellei s j as 
to the time they give credit for"^* But the Author would cluiae 
to publish by subscription if he could get up the uumbers re¬ 
quisite to enable him to ]>ay fur his copper-pktes, pajieiv and 
printing, on or before he wanted it* Your answer to these queries 
will be obliging to your humble sen^ant, Tho, KkovvltoNp 
** Oh ux good Sir, July IP, 1765- 

As 1 have this opportunity, would not let it slip, to tell you 
that I received your most valuable present, which 1 find is 
abounding with several plates, and that he copied most of 
llumphus on sliells in every plate, and well copied they are, and 
that without taking any notice from whence so taken- I hope 
ere long t shall have the pleasure of making some returns. It 
is said by most people that Yorkshire hams-f are veiy much ad¬ 
mired, and if you should think so, will send you some up, if 
that you will please to let me know whether they will be agreeable 
or no. I was at Cambridge, but was greatly disappointed in the 
design of the Physic-garden, which is laid out so preposterously, 
that instead of pleasing, gives a disgust ; besides, it has little in 
it of proper furniture, plenty of all the common sons, designed 
more to please the ignorant than the curious, for young Millei 
is not often to be seen in llie garden, as I so understand, having 
a salaty for walking about | but of all t]ie gardens J e\'er saw, it 
is the worst furnished- I will say no more, truly lament that 
the honest design is so eiToneously conducted, though a fine 
space of ground lies well and convenient as possible for the de¬ 
sign, but must fail by so ill-judged proceedings, which I am sorry 
for, for theory is one thing and practice is another j but this is 
not the only one that he has miscarried in, I am, with all 
due respects, your most humble seiwant, T, Knowi-ton, 


Letters of George Earl of Macclesfield 
To Dr- Stoxbley- 


“ Si r , H^oodbury Hall, near Biggieswade, Jug. IB, 1759- 
Having been for some time upon a visit at this place, I did 
not receive your obliging letter, and tlie kind pr^nt that ac¬ 
companied it, till the latter end of the last week, which prevented 
your having my thanks for both before this time. I have been 
pretty much engaged lately in an affair of some consequence. 


* Of thifl learned and laborious Antiquary see the Third Volume of 
theie Illasiratiuns,” p- 375 j and in this volume, p- 533* It Js much o 
be revetted that the exeriions of so indefaugable an Antiquary ehould 

have been cramped by penury- j . 

f Mr. Knowlton seems not to have recoUected that he was writing to 

* t'xhe very learned President of the Royal Society ; of whom see the 
“ Literary Anecdotes," Yol. VH. p. 34C. which 
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which has taken tip a great deal of my thoughts and lime; sc 
that I have not had much leisure for any thing else; notwith¬ 
standing w’hiehj I have hastily run over your ‘ Paloeographia 
Britannica/ in which you give a large specimen of that sort of 
learning for which you are, among several other kinds, more 
particularly remarkable) and I doubt not that, wlien I shall 
have leisure time for that purpose, I shall have much pleasure 
in reading over that and the other little tract which you sent 
with it.^—-I am much obliged to you for your kind remembrance 
of mcj and am, Sir, your humble sen'ant, Macclbsfibld." 


Mr, Da Costa to the Earl of Macclesfield, 

My Lohd, May 4, 1753. 

1 have the honour to present to your Lordship, by order of 
the author, Mr, Peter Gabrij, a gentleman of the Hague, a 
printed sheet of his ^ Observationes MeteorolGgicfc, anni 1752 / 
as also his * Computatio Astronomica Eclipsis Solis et Lunaa, 
una cum Occultationibus PJanetarum et SteJlarum fixarum per 
Lunani, quae hoc annuo decursu 1753, sub nostro Hseniisphaerio, 
nobis erunt visibiles Hagse Comitum/ This latter, as yet in 
MS. I have, by the said gentleman's order, likewise sent to the 
Rev, Mr. Birch, our Secretary (not to trouble your Lordship), 
the same papers to present to the Royal Society. The author 
ardently expresses in his letter the great satistaction he shall re¬ 
ceive if your Lordship honours and approves of his pi'esentj 
and, with the gi'eatest respect, I remain, my Lord, 

“ Your Lordship’s most obedient and most devoted servant, 

E, M. Da Costa.*' 

Mv Lord, Mincing-ianc, Jan, 19, 1763. 

“ Your I.ordshipj 1 hope, will pardon the trouble here given, 
as also the seeming disrespect which 1 am guilty of in not paying 
my humble personal duties to your Lordship as niy patron, and 
also as Pj'esident of the Royal Society, I should not have foiled 
in my respect to your Lordship had not the death of a most 
tender and affectionate Father, whose obsequies by my religion 
1 must stiictly attend to, incapacitated me. I hope your Lord* 
ship's pardon, and do not doubt it, as your Lordship's knoivn 
humanity will dictate how afflicting the loss of a tender parent 
is, and how necessary the observance of religious duty is con¬ 
sistent with the well-being of society. 

The present aiiplication to your Lordship is most humbly to 
intreat your Lordship’s vote and patronage for me to succeed the 
late Mr. Francis Hawksbee as Clerk to the Royal Society, for 
which place 1 declare myself a Candidate, and 1 have presumed 
to inclose your Lordship my proposals to that purport, begging 
your Lordship’s perusal of it, and transmittance to the Society. 
I hope your Lordship will not be offended at my presumption in 
sending to your Lordship, as 1 do not know, my Lord, whether 
it IS the duty of a Candidate to transmit them immediately to 
your Lordship, or immediately to the Council. 

I am 
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" 1 am, with great submissioD, my Lon], your Lordship's most 
devoted, most obliged, and obedient servant, E. M. Da Costa/' 
My Lord, Royal Society Home^ Feh. JO, 

The Statutes of the Royal Society ordains the Clerk to be 
disqualified from being a Member thereof As I liad the honour 
to be elected into the said place at the last meeting, I hereby, in 
consequence of the said Statute, beg yoor Lordship's and the 
Society's leave to witbtlraw myself from being a Fellow of the 
said Society, and for that purpose have presumed to trouble your 
Lordship and the Society with this requisite letter of notice. 

Permit me, niy Lord, to add, that the groat honour the 
Society has conferred on me demands my most grateful and 
humble thanks. My vigilance and attention to the duties of my 
office shall be the principal object of my thouglits, and that only 
the honour of serving the Society in my present station, so 
generously conferred upon me could ever make me quit the 
honour (which 1 always esteemed the greatest happiness of my 
life) of being a Member of this learned and illustrious body, 

" I am, with great i-espect, my Lord, your Lordship's most 
obedient, most obliged, and humble servant, E, M, Da Costa." 

Rev* Philip Morant^ to Mr* Da Costa* 

Sir, Colchester^ June 2^, 1749. 

“ I humbly beg your pardon for keeping your bookf so long. 
It has given me so much pleasure, that I could not forbear 
reading it with great attention ; and some business that hath 
intervened, is the reason I could not dispatch it, as I proposed, 
within a month. It contains mnltnm in parvo^ and obliges the 
public with extracts of books on the same subject, most of which 
are very scarce. 1 hope I shall be able to get one, for 1 like it 
so well that I should not chuse to be witliout it. Yours I will 
return by. the first opportunity, with my humble thanlts for the 
use of it. Lescaloperius's account of the Druids, which is inserted 
in your book among other extracts, and makes a considerable 
figure there, was published by that Father (who w^as a Jesuit) 
at the end of his Commentary upon ' Cicero de Nature Deorum/ 
I remain, with due respect. Sir, your most obedient and 
obliged humble servant, Ph. Mo rant/* 

Druidical Temples and Altars in the isle of Jersey. 

'' 1. In St. Martin's parish, near the sea, there is a large one. 
The outermost part consists of stones, erected in the figure 
of an oval. Within which there are fourteen others in two rows, 
seven on each side, which support three large flat stones, about 
six feet in diameter each. There are two others down. Close 
by this Temple, there are stones of a very great bulk set up on 
end. Under this place there are caverns that go into one ano- 

^ Tbe learned Historian of Colchester j of whom see the “ Literary 
Anecdote!,** vol. VU. pp. ST4, 632. 
f Frickiui de Driii^s, 4to. 

ther j 
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ther^; the entiaiice into which is three feet high and two broad 
[a cove] , like the Hakpeii* See Dr* Stukeky's A bury Descr. 
page 38, 

In the same pariah, near Montorgaeil Castle, upon au 
artiiicial iiiil, is another. The supporters are five stones; and 
Ihe top stone is 15 feet long, 10^ broad, and 3 thick* 

"3. There are three in Helier’s, or the Town parish. 

" L One [a kistvaen] consists of three stones erect, and tlie 
top stone placed on them is feet long, 10 feet broad, l| feet 
thick, on the West end ; and, on the East and North, 2 feet 
and more. At some distance from this are some other single 
erect stones. About half a mile north-west from it are the re¬ 
mains of an agger or tumulus* 

“ 9. The second consists of one great stone, 15 feet long, 
broad, and 4 feet thick, supported by three erect ones. On each 
side of it are two others. That on the East is 12 feet long, 
broad, and between 3 and 3 feet thick, supported by ei^ct ones* 
That on the West, not supported now, is 7 f^^ot long, and 4 
broad. On the North are four others, not supported now by 
others. They are all upon an artificial hill, agger, or tumulus. 

3* The third is 14 feet long, 7^ broad, and 3 feet thick, or 
more, supported by 5 erect stones. On the E* S. E. stood stones 
circularly placed, of which one is yet standing, six feet high. 
"J'he rest have been bj*oken to pieces to make a wall*"' 


To the Kev. Philip Mojrant, Colchester. 

Sir, LondoTij Dec. 9, 1752. 

'' 1 cannot express to you the concern it gave me that I hap- 
{>ened to he from home when you did rue the honour to call on 
me, and that 1 U'as afterwards obliged to go into Buckingham¬ 
shire, where my stay prevented luC again of the sensible pleasure 
of embracing you. On my return 1 delayed writing to you daily, 
hoping you was not yet returned to Colchester, and therefore 
might still have the pleasure of seeing you, but finding it other¬ 
wise, 1 now write you to enquire with great sincerity after your 
health, and to assure you of the joy 1 partake in your much- 
esteemed friendship, and, whenever opportunity offers, in your 
learned and agreeable conversation. 

“ i must now acknowledge the receipt of your much-esteemed 
letter of July 19 last, and the present sent me with it. 1 am 
ashamed of my not doing it sooner, but a variety of businessesi 
and my attachment to my study to complete the work I am 
about (of which inclosed 1 send you a Proposal), really so em¬ 
ployed me, that 1 had not a moment's leisure. J hope. Sir, you 

^ Th«re are in Wales and Ireland under-^mund or artificial 

oaves, consisting frequently of several chambers, and generally opening 
towards rivers or the tea ; having been, as those of the Germans described 
by Tacitus (De Morib. Gerin, c. 3), magazines against the extreme rigour 
of the winter, or hiding-plares for tfien and goodsi in time of war, .1. Toliind, 
Hist, of the Druids, pp inj, loa* P.Moa*Nt,” 


will 
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will therefore panion my disrespectful neglect, and accept now 
my unfeigned thanks for your friendship and endeavours to serve 
me. The stones are Diluvian remains, flinty casts in the shells 
of the genus of shell-fish called Echini. These were of two dif¬ 
ferent classes of the genus, one being an Echinites cordatus^ the 
other an Elchinites galeatus > and 1 am much obliged to you for 
them. You hint that fossils are scarce at your place. I am also 
apt to think so by the few 1 ever heard of that were collected in 
yoiir neighbourhood. 

Harwich Cliff abounds with several kinds of fossil shells, 
and petrified wood. If it should ever he in your way to get 
some from thence, i shall be greatly obliged to you to send me 
some, directed as you did before, 1 have further to beg of you, 
if you can easily get them, to send me a small box of the sea¬ 
weeds or corallines found on your coast. You have only need 
to lay f hem in a heap, damp as they are. You was so good also to 
present me another parcel; it contained that kind of pebble flint 
commonly called plum-pudding stone, and a piece of clay*stone 
or Ludus helmontiL Pray let me know where they were found. 

i( Pray^ Sir, favour me with an answer to let me know of 
your welfare, and please to direct it for me at the Bank Coffee¬ 
house-—I beg leave, dear Sir, to offer you my hearty services 
in any thing I can be capable of doing. Your commands 1 shall 
always with pleasure obey, for I assure you i am, with great re¬ 
spect, dear Sir, your very obedient seiwant, E. M. Da Costa." 

To Mr. Da Costa. 

Sir, Colchester, Juljf 19 , 1752 . 

I have long been endeavouring to get some Fossils here to 
make you a present of 5 but they are so scarce in this place, that 
J have been able to procure no more than these two stones*, of 
wiiich be pleased to accept. Whether they grew in that form, 
or were wrought, you are best able to judge. I remain, Sir, 

" Your most obediem humble servant, P. Mon ant." 


Letters to and from the Earl of Moeton 'f-. 

To Mr. Da Costa. 

“Sir, Dalmahoy, near Edinburgh, Jultj 22,1765. 

I desire you will send me two Lists of the Royal Society for 
this year, and write me the names of the Members that have 
been elected since that List was printed. 

“ 1 should likewise be glad to know the result of Mr. Canton s 
experiments. 1 am apt to think they will answer in the way he 
described, though my experiment will rather shew it to a greater 
certainty, but that must be deferred till I return to London. 

“ Y^our humble servant, Morton." 

* “ They were ihe E^kinitip-Co^'dati, atid Guleaii*** E. M. D. C. 

t Of this noble ami intelligent President of the Royal Socie(y see the 
** Literary Anecdotes," voL VII. pp. 277- 633. 

VoulV. 3C The 
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To tlie Karl of Moeton* at Edinbuj’gh, 

Lqed, Hoyal Sodety Hoiise^ Aug. Ij 1765. 

**' The Committee for examining Mr. Canton’s experiments 
Lave met four times, i:lz. 6th instant, at which meeting your 
Lordship was partly pi'esent, and on the 9th, I2th, and 2Sd in^ 
etan ts \ and they talk of another meeting before they break up* 
The attendants have been Lord Charles Cavendish, Drs. Franklin, 
Watson, and Heherden, and Mr. Ellicot. They have measured 
and weighed the balls, tabes, &c. and made all other preparatory 
experiments, and seem convinced of the truth of the proposition j 
but, as the gentlemen who have hitherto met, appear all friends 
to the experiments, I much doubt whether there will not arise 
some contest, especially as these experiments are of too great a 
nicety to be immediately conclusive. Your Lordship’s proposed 
expel iroent will certainly demonstrate it either pro or con, with 
precision, and satisiactorily, as being made on a larger field, 
less liable to error or deception. 

I have Hie honour to be, with great respect, &c. 

E. M, Da Costa " 


To Mr, Da Costa. 

Sir, Dalmahoy, SepL^J, 1765. 

I received lately under your cover the observations made at 
Shirburn, but have Jieai'd nothing farther fi'om Paris since I 
desired them to send their observations. 

Before I set out from London 1 applied to Mr. Burch the 
seal-cut ter in Little War wick-street. Charing Cross, to whom 
you recommended me, and bespoke a seal for an old gentleman 
of this country: pitched upon a stone which had three faces, 
and agreed with him for the price set in gold* He promised it 
should be done in about six weeks time, at least two of the faces, 
of which he was to send me impressions, but to defer cutting 
the crest till I had seen the old gentleman. Since my arrival in 
Scotland 1 wrote to Rlr. Burch on the 8th of August, and after¬ 
wards on the 9th of this month, but he has not thought fit to 
answer either of my letter's, though I told him how to direct for 
me j and as I propose setting out for London in ten days or a 
fortnight, I desire you will call upon Mr. Burch, and ask him 
what he means by treating' me in this manner. Please let me 
have your answer, and direct for me at Edinburgh. 

“ 1 am. Sir, yours, &c. Morton.’' 


Mr. Burch to Mr, Da Costa. 

Sir, 

I imagine before now Lord Morton has a letter and two 
impi'cssions which I sent him on the 24th of September, but I 
suppose by the course of the post he could not receive them be¬ 
fore he wrote this* f do not imagine the letter could miscarry > 
but, if you should have an opportunity of writing to him, please 
to inform him of it, as i should be sorry to disoblige any gentle- 
man, especially one who is recommended by a friend. S* Burch- * 
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To the Eavl of Morton. 

Mt Lord, 1766» 

I take the liberty to irooble your Lordshii* and the Society 
with an extract of a letter I received this day from Dr. Lorimer 
at Pensacola. Unfortunately the Doctor forgot to date it, but 
it was evidently wrote in July or August last: ' While I write 
this, Fahrenheit's Thermometer, bung in the most shady side of 
a room, which has all the draught of air that an open window 
and two doors can make, stands at 93 ^ some days of last mouth 
it rose to 95, and even 96. Some of the soldiers who were ex¬ 
posed in the heat of Oie day, dropped down and expired in a 
few minutes, their bodies being all blotted over with spots, like 
the scurvy ^ having never before h\ed in a hot climate, many of 
them die of a bilious fever and flux. Once or twice every week 
we have part of a day of moderate rain preceded by thunder. 
This we are to expect w'ill increase for some weeks. In winter 
here is sharp frost. Our winds observe a regularity, but not 
similar to those in the West Indies.—I know that you are happy 
in promoting every useful enquiry, and therefore the only 
apology I can make for the freedom I use, is that I shall always 
be ready to satisfy you, or obey the Royal Society*s orders in 
whatever I can. J design to procure all that is curious in this 
country for theii' Museum, which you have with siich applause 
put in order, and also to send them whatever observations I can 
make to further so great, so illustrious an Institution. I hope 
therefore some time hence to send you some of this country s 
product, and some account of the weather in this climate/ 

“ I have the honour to be your Lordship s most devoted and 
obedient humble servant, E - M- Da Costa. 


To Mr. Da Costa. 

Brook Street ^ March 1, 1766- 

'^Lord Morton desires Mr. Da Costa would look in the So¬ 
ciety's copy of the Transactions, No. 408, and let him know 
whether in that number there is a Letter to the President con- 
taining some remarks on Mr. Lodwick's Alphabet. If such a 
letter is not to be found in that Number, Lord Morton should 
be glad if Mr. Da Costa would inform him in what Number it 
is to be found. Lord Morton cannot find it iu that Number 
of his copy. 

He is desired to summon a meeting of the Committee of 
Papers for next Thursday after the Society's nieethig. He wants 
to know l)ow a letter may be directed to Father Boskowich^ ■ 
Lord Morton desires to have the list of papers as soon as possible. 

Sundayf March 2, 1776- 

'^^Lord Morton desires an answer from Mr. Da Costa to the 
note he sent him yesterday, and that he would send him the 
List of Papers to be considered on Thursday, as soon as he can. 

He desires likewise that Mr. Da Costa would acquaint him 
whether any paper from Dr. Hope, Professor of Botany at Edm- 

3 c 2 burgh. 
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burgh, concerning the true Rhubarb which he had raised in his 

garden, was read before the Society since their first meeting lu 
November, and when that paper was read, or whether any prints 
of the plant and flower accompanied the |)aper| because the 
Doctor has sent such a paper with the prints to Lord Morton, 
which he would lay before the Society if it has not already been 
done 5 though he has some faint remembrance that such a paper 
was read, and that a specimen of the root, together with the 
prints, were exhibited at the same time.” 


Brook Sireetf April 5. 

“ Lord Morton desires that Mr, Da Costa would acquaint him 
whether any crowned head besides the late Emperor had been 
a Member of the Royal Society/' 

To Lord Morton, ' 

My Lord, April 1766. 

Some Sovereign Princes, but no crowned head except the 
late Erti peror, 

List, 

Charles IL signed the Charter as Founder, Jan. 1664-5, 

James IL signed as Pellow at the same time, but never signed it 
as King or Patron. 

George Rupert, Prince Palatine of the Rhine, signed as Fellow 
at the same time, 

Ferdinand Albert, Duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg (being 
then at Court), signed as Fellow at the same time. 

Neither William III. or his Queen ever signed the Charter-book, 
Queen Anne never signed the Charter-book j but by the Council 
books it appears that Prince George of Denmark was to have 
signed, however his firm does not appear in the book. 

George I. signed as Patron; and at the same time George II. 
signed as Prince. 

George 11. as Patron > and when his Majesty's Father came to 
England, he signed as Prince, 

His present Majesty as Patron, on his accession. 

W. C. H. F. Prince d'Orange (father to the present Prince), when 
he came to England to marry the Princess Royal. 

Ch. Frederic, Margrave de Baden, 

One unintelligible 5 but, if I remember right, it is either the 
Margrave of Anspaeh, or of Baden Dourlach. 

The late Emperor, when only Duke of Lorrain; though, what 
I think remarkable is, he signs only ^ Francois/ like a crowned 
head, without adding his territories, as all the other Sovereign 
Princes do. 

The Hereditary Prince of Brunswick. 

Their Royal Highnesses of Cumberland and York, 

The first Princes, as James IL Prince Rupert, and the Duke of 
Brunswick, signed ^ Fellow,' to then' names. The othei^ have 
contented themselves with only signing their names, 

N. B, The Duke of Modena never was in England.” 

To 
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To Mr, Da Costa, 

Tuesdatf, JunB 10, 1766, 

“ If Mr. Da Costa has found the form of an appointment of a 
Printer or Bookseller by any President of the Royal Society, he 
is desired to send a copy of it to Lord Morton, and that he would 
inform him at what time Mr, Bowyer* was appointed Printer, and 
Messrs. Davis and Reymers, Booksellers to the Society; and by 
whom, Th^e last gentlemen in the title-page of the Transac¬ 
tions, call themselves ‘ Printers to the Royal Society so that 
possibly the appointment may have been to them, and that 
they have employed Mr, Bowyer," 

D^c, 7, 1767. Lord Morion has received two volumes, viz, 
S 3 and 24 of the President’s copy of the Journals, the last of 
which ends with the meeting on SL Andrew^s day, Wednesday, 
Nov, 30, 1763. Neither of these volumes has an Index. 

Lord Morton now wants only the President's copy from 
Nov, 30, 1763 , to June 19, 1766, which he desires may be sent 
him unhoimd in sheets. He hopes in these latter parts that 
Mr. Da Costa has observed the directions which were sent him 
last year, and that the pages in the President's copy correspond 
with those of the copy which is kept in the Society.’' 


Letters to and from Dr. Charles Morton 
To Dr. Charles Morton, Leicester Fields, 

Sir, ^dam^s Courts Broad Streaty JuIjj 1, 175L 

You having been so good as to promise me your assistance to 
collect some Fossils for me, and make observations on the Fossil 
Kingdom in the counties of Westmoreland and Lancashire, I take 
the liberty to trouble you with the following notes relating to 
those counties, to make the enquiries, and collect the Fossils 
therein specified, if possible. 

For Westmoreland, 

There are many lead mines in Westmoreland, I should be 
glad of specimens of the ores of the said lead mines, and of the 
various other mineral and metallic bodies found in that county. 
The enquiries and researches to be made relating to the metallic 
natural history are, the plenty and richness of the ores, the run 
of the veins, to what point they verge, if they run nearly hori¬ 
zontal, or dip greatly; their depths, breadths, &c, j their fissures 
or cracks, perpendicular or horizon tab The various minerals 
and metallic bodies, and others, as well native Fossils as figured, 
found in them 5 and a table of the strata they dig through ^ also 
their method and manner of fluxing or fusion of the ores i and 
whatever other observations of natural history you can collect. 

^ Mr, Bowyer’fi appointment was made by ihe Earl of Macolesfteld in 
1161, on the d^alh of Mr. Richardson. See the Literary Anecdotes/' 
vob IL p. 353. 

t These genUemen were mervly the nominal Printers, thaugh they 
If ere the aciual Booksellers, to the Royal Suciety. 

J Of whom see the Literary Anecdotes/' vol. L p 6l8 ^ VIL 277*633. 

There 
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Thei'e are slate quarries at Keutmire, near Kendal. The 
same enquiries are desired to be made in regard to these quarries, 
and these queries to be solved. Do they never find impressions 
of fish between the plates of slate, as they are found in the slate 
quarries of Switzerland ? also impressions of plants, shells, &c .} 
And I beg a specimen of the slate of the said quarries, Stal<tctii(£r 
or stoney icicles fi. e, stones like icicles, pendulous from the 
roofs of caverns, mines, &c.), are found in Witherslack cave, 
eight miles from Kentmire* Entrochi^ or jointed cylindric 
Stones, radiated from the centre to the circumference, and other 
curious figured stones, are found plentifully on the shore of the 
river near Moreland, as also on the bank of a rivulet at Plove- 
lidge, near Shap j and at this latter place the country people 
vulgarly call them Fairy stones. Corailoids^ and other curious 
figured stones, like mushrooms, are found plentifully in and 
near the river Lowther, as also in the brook called the Faiiy- 
stone Brook at Strickland Head, 

For J^ncashire. 

Numbers of copper-mines and some lead mines are worked 
in Lancashire. Specimens of the various Ores, Minerals, and 
other Fossils, as well native, as parts of animals and vegetables, 
DiJuvian remains now petrified, which are found in them, are 
desired' and the same enquiries are desired to be made in re¬ 
gard to these mines as are specified for the lead mines of West¬ 
moreland. These following are particularly found in the copper 
and lead mines of Lancashire, viz. a kind of blue or azurine spar, 
a kind of black spar j and in the copper-mines in High Furness 
many petrefacta and impressions of plants, shells, Stc, are found. 

An iron forge at Milthrop—spechitens of the iron stone are 
desired. The alum stone, or mineral, is got near Preston. 

“ Coal-pits are very frequent in. Lancashire. In those near 
Burnley impressions of shells and vegetables are frequently found, 
and also in the coal-pits near Townley. 

” Lancashire is famous for the kennel or cannel coal-pits at 
Haigh i I beg very particular encjuiries may be made of them. 
In these canneLpits several curious impressions of vegetables 
and unknown bodies are found. Native vitriol is also found in 
the said pits, and plates of grey spar are found in the veins or 
fissures of the cannel coal, I also desire specimens of the coal 
itself : and of those two substances the colliers call black baft 
and white earth. I desire particular enquiries to be made, and 
specimens to be got me of a black earth found in Lancashire, 
and vulgarly called Killow or Collow. An inflammable earth, 
emitting an electric smell, and which lies near the surface, is 
found on the side of a peat marsh in Lady Molnm’s estate near 
Ormskirk, where it is used instead of candles. Some specimens 
of the peat earths, anti of the fossil wood canes, and other fruits 
found in them are desired. Very full enquiries are desired to be 
made relating to the burning well at Wigan, and wiiether it 
exists yet. 


A sort 
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'' A sort of marble is at Holkes. Various petrafacta and 
impressions are found near ChippoHj in limestone loeksj in 
rocks atOrmskirkj and in rocks at Latham* near Ormskirk; 
and at Heseham near Lancaster. . , 

These above specified are those Fossils moi’e particularly de¬ 
sired, but shall be obliged to you for specimens of all the different 
kinds of metallic Ores, of minerals, marcasites* salts, sulphurs, 
spars, earths, ochres, inaibles, &c.; and all sorts of impressions 
of vegetables and animals, as well as petrifications of them you 
can possibly procure me. 

Of whatever is collected, let each specimen m carelully 
wi'apped up and numbered, and a Catalogue made with answer- 
able numbers to each specimen, wherein specif what it is, what 
it is vulgarly called, where found, whether in plenty or rare, at 
what depllis, among what other fossil bodies, and all the other 
curious particulars you can be infonncd of to elucidate the 

natural history of them. . 

I beg pardon for troubling you thus, but 1 am greatly 
obliged to you for this great piece of friendship ; and am, with 
great esteem. Sir, your obliged humble servant, E- M.Dxi Costa/* 
“DearSih, Bearhinder Lane, June 4, 1759* 

" The bearer hereof is my esteemed friend Mr. Isaac Meudea 
Belisario, the gentleman whom I intimated to you was greatly 
desirous of perusing the Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Kabbinical MSS* 
in the British Museum* Mr. Belisario will have the honour to 
inform you more fully of his design, therefore I shall only add, 
in justice to his character, that I assure you his learning and 
judgment in these studies deserve, esteem. 1 am, with great 
respect, dear Sir, your very humble servant, E. M. Da Costa/* 

“ Mr. Da Costa, 1764* 

I have perused your papers, and now return them, that 
you may complete the matter ordered, by the Council, which 
I'elates only to the copies of the Journals, not the ouginai 
minutes, which is quite another consideration, and which I shall 
examine myself. Upon the face of your account, the deficiency 
stands thus (vol. 19. (2) being restored to its place) : copies of 
the Journals deficient from Nov. 30, 1748, exclusive, to Dec 5, 
l/.'Sl, also exclusive, being three years, or one volume. Also 
from June 5, 1760, exclusive, to Nov. 30, 1763, exclusive, being 
three years, and four or five days, or one other volume. 

" You see then, that upon a supposition the 20th volume, or 
from Nov. 30, 1748, to Dec. 25, being lost, or not copied; and 
that none of those subsequent to June 3, 1760, ai'e copied, thei’c 
are only sir, not twelve years deficient, on the face of your ac- 
count. I believe therefore it will be best for me to come to the 
Society and examine myself, which I will do on Monday next, 
at twelve o’clock; and you will be so good as to engage Mi. 
Peter Curson to meet me at that time. 

" I should be glad of a fair copy of all the original papers, 
books, and minutes of the closet. I have inclosed the minutes 
of the Council, to be entered fair. Yours, &c. C. Morton." 

Mr. 
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Mr. Charles Morris * to Mr. Da Costa. 

“ SiKj Lime Street^ Jan» 25, 1763 

'' Whilst I was at yoDF house in the morning my partner went 
in search of, and got some chrystal, which enabJes me to return 
the inclosed piece with hearty thanks for so genteel an offering 
to a distressed patient. He thinks himself greatly obliged to 
you as well as I do. As there is not now a necessity to trouble 
Mr. Levi, I have also taken the liberty to return your kind re- 
commendation, but will certainly apply to him on any future 
occasion j and am, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

Charles Morris " 


Letters to and from Dr. F. Nicholls *1-. 

To Dr. Francis NiCHOti-s, at Epsom in Surrey. 

Sir, State HousCj King's Benchj Jan, S, 1770. 

In its due time I received your much-esteemed letter, which 
honors me with an invitation to yoor house at Epsom, to review 
some tine minerals you have lately collected in Cornwall. 

The being known to Dr. Nicholls is an honour I shall always 
esteem, but I am so unfortunate at present as not to be able to 
embrace the much-desiretl and respected offer you make me j 
as 1 am under confinement in this King’s Bencli, which really 
is the reason I did not anwer your kind letter before. However, 
the Almighty who has afficted me with the confinement, has 
through his mercies granted me the call of my reason, and X 
apply myself as much as ever, and assiduously to niy studies. 

With this recollection I am capacitated to wesu^ away the 
hours of affliction and idleness usually attendant on such places, 
and by the patronage of several eminent physicians and other 
gentlemen, as Dr. Mackenzie, Dr. Hunter, Dr. Fothergill, Mr, 
Foster, &c. 1 have read some Lectures on the Fossil Kingdom 
with applause and success, the plan of which 1 presume herein 
to transmit you. 

Therefore, Sir, though 1 cannot have the honour of paying 
my respects personally to you, yet I will strive to demonstrate 
how ready I am to obey any of your commands by presuming to 
propose to you, that if you will send to me any part or the whole 
of the Minerals you mention (for 1 have a very handsome and 
commodious apartment in the State House, with a small Librnry, 
my papers, and some collection of natural history), 1 will ar¬ 
range them, and give you all the information I am capable of in 
writing. Your specimens shall be kept with all care, and re¬ 
turned you with all honour. This way is the only one at present 
by which 1 can shew the respect 1 acknowledge to Dr. Nicholls, 
to whom I with pleasure subscribe myself 

" Your very obliged servant, E. M. Da Costa.” 

^ An Apothecary of eminence. 

+ Of whom see the Literary Anecdotes," vol. VII. p, 388. 


To 
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To Mr. Da Costa. 

Mk. Da Costa, Epsom, Dec, 27^ 1774. 

" It is with plpasEre I hear you are restored to liberty and 
philosophy and, as my son tells me, that you should like to 
see my Collection o£ Cornish Fossils, I am to assure you of a 
sincere welcome and a warm bed whenever you shall think 
proper to indulge your curiosity. 

My son will come down again next Sunday morniog ^ so, if 
you will be at his house in Lincoln’s Inn-fields by nine, he will 
bring you down, and render your journey less tedious. If you 
have an hydrostatical balance, I wish you to bring it in your 
pocket. I am your humble servant, Fiiaij, Nicholas/* 


Mr, Da Costa to Dr. James Parsons *. 

Dbak Do CTO h, Breda, in Duich Flanders, April 14, 1749, 

“ You very well know the day of the month, and in what year 
1 set out from London for the service of my country. One Mr, 
J, Sherwood of Devons hire-street accompanied me to Harwich, 
The day (Tuesday) was finej and our carriages were post- 
chaises, for in curious and learned travels the most minute par¬ 
ticular should not be omitted. We went merrily on till Mr, J, 
Sherwood, who proved qu*il y a d€S Gascons par tout, upbraided 
me with not having seen the world, and recited with much em¬ 
phasis his travels from Ilford to London, and vice vcrsdj that a 
knot of gossips, pi'aising the great wit of their first-born boobies, 
was not half so intolerable. We arrived safe at Rumford j took 
a fellow who had never drove before, and were overturned^ in 
terrorem, eight miles above Ingatestone 3 shaved and dined at 
Ingatestone ^ got there a post-boy, that, without any hyperbola, 
1 may assert, that W'erc the chariot of the Sun drove by him, he 
would ride round the world in two hours instead of 24, Nothing 
moi'e remarkable till we arrived at Colchester, when it was ^uitc 
dark, till we got to the inn, where the si>arkling eyes of pretty 
Hannah proved the succcdaueuin of the Sun. Sherwood kissed 
her heartily for old acquaintance sake, while poor I sat in a 
corner, and muttered over a bumper " Church and Constitution,' 
Wednesday morning hired a chaise, saluted Hannah, and 
then drove to Harwich, We went immediately to the cliffy found 
fine specimens of all the three kingdoms of nature, but more 
especially myriads of doilies, et Zoophyia colligimus, 

"" Sherwood, while at Harwich, troiled and also searched tbo 
shore, cliffy &c, where we found several curious fossil shells, and 
a fine vein of Beroat mineral, several pieces of petrified wood, 
and noble Lydus's helmoniii; but, as 1 desired the box to be sent 
up the moment 1 sailed, I hope young Sherwood has received it, 
and shewn you its contents. After his departure I also collected 
a fine parcel of specimens of all the varieties of petrified wood, 
which, with several other odd things, 1 sent in a box to my wife. 
In the said box i also inclosed a set of specimens of varieties of 

* Of whom see the Literary Anecdotes,^' voL VII. pp. 310 645. 

Harwich 
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Harwich petrified wood, as a present to the Royal Society, and 
desired it might be delivered to Mr* Folkes- 1 hope it is done, 
but should it not, I beg you or young Sherwood would make 
her a visit, and speak to her ,about it* 1 wrote young Sherw^ood 
a letter the very moment 1 set sail, acquainting him of my pTe- 
sent to the Society, and the management of it, I should be 
glad to know if he has received it \ and 1 want to hear from 
him, and to know what passes among you. 

tt Pray write to Jacobs of Faversham, in doing which you will 
greatly oblige me. TeU him where I am, and that I give my 
compliments to him, and only beg to inform him that we have a 
proverb in Spanish which says, that if any one has a glass head, 
they ought not to fiing stones; for he complained of my delay¬ 
ing my present a foTtnight, and I do not hear he has made me 
any returns to this very moment* 

I intend very soon to ^viite to Dr. Mortimer {to whom pray 
my humble service), in which I shall give him a full account 
of my transactions at Leyden, where I passed several days, 1 
do not doubt he w'ill communicate it to our Club* My humble 
service attend Dr* Mead and Dr* Stack: pray tell the latter I 
went to Mr* Edwards, of Rotterdam, who had not time to let 
me know what the postages were, but he is to let me know, 
and I shall pay him. He says he never received that letter 
wherein tliat from Dr* Mead to Mr. De Boze was; and as for the 
letter for France, I took care to put it in the post-house myself. 

My compliments attend Mr, Sherwood, sen. J* Hill, Mr. 
Catesby, Dr, Mitchell, Mr* H. Baker, Mr* Hanbury, and other 
friends. My humble respects to my patron and patroness, Mar¬ 
tin FolkeSj Esq, and Miss Folkes*—1 hope your dear family en¬ 
joy all health and hap]nness. My best wishes and services attend 
Mrs, Parsons, Miss Molly, and Master Jemmy, also Mrs. Black- 
well; and with the sincerest esteem I am, &c, E. M, Da Costa, 

I am just now come from seeing the chief churcli of this 
place, and cannot forbear to let you know there is a noble mo¬ 
nument of Engelbert the lllh of Nassau, He and his Princess 
are laid their length on the grave-stones, and the upper slab or 
table which bears the figures of his cuirass, gauntlet, helmet, &c* 
is sustained by an image at each coi'ner, kneeling, which images 
represent Julius Ceesar, Marcellus (I think), Alexander the Great, 
and Hannibal, w'hich, on my enquiry, the w Oman gi^avely in¬ 
formed me were very great generals, and cotemporaries with the 
said Prince, ieneatts^ Amici'* 


Letters to and from Dr, Ralph Schomberg 
T o Mr, Da Costa. 

Dear Sm, fVdlSf Jime Wj 17^^- 

I received yours, and though I have pretty well taken my 
leave^ of the Muses, 1 could not refuse you the translation of 
the french distich, which, if you approve, will be sufficient re- 
compence to, dear Sir, yours sincerely, R* Schombero. 

^ Of whom see the Literary Aiiecdotes,** vol. VH* p, 371* 
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‘ My honest bosom free and justj 

Tenacious of her saeresi trust. 

To honour and to virtue born, 

All private artifice would scorn / " 

Dr- ScHOMBERO to Dr. Ducarel. 

Dear Sir, Yarmoutlij Oci. 17S3, 

" I should have wrote to you long ago, but that 1 imagined 
you was not returned from your country excursion. As my 
friend Mr, Martin, of Polgi'ave, has not yet fevoured me with the 
papers relating to our town, I have not as yet begun upon it. 

I have now a vei^ particular request to make you and the 
rest of my learned and worthy Brethren of the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries, It is to recommend a most ingenious gentleman who 
lives at Amsterdam, to be honoured with a place among the 
Honorary Members, His name is John Stephen Bernard; he 
Is a Doctor of Physic, and editor of several books, tds:. ‘ Psellus 
de Lapidum Virtutibus,’ ^ Falladius de Febribus,' ^ Demetrius 
Pepagomenus de Podagra, &c/ ^ Synestus de Febribus/ all in 
Greek and Latin, with his notes and emendations; and he is 
about a new Edition of Rhasses the Arabian, In short, he is a 
gentleman of great learning, and well versed in Antiquity, and 
1 dare answer would be a very useful Member, The sooner you 
could get this effected the better, for I owe him a letter, and I 
should be much pleased that I could inform him of (what he so 
earnestly desires and requested of me) his being cliosen into our 
body. I have made some few additions to my small Collection, 
and shall be glad to have an opportunity of communicating them 
to you when you come to Yarmouth. 

i read the very learned Bishop ClogheFs Journal with great 
pleasure, hut could not help making some few remarks some¬ 
where, with the most humble submission, I thought him in 
error, and others which might help to illustrate Ids most elabo¬ 
rate and very curious observations. Such as they are, I give 
them to you. 

P. 56. * The word iJera in Hebrew signifying a serpent.’ 
1 am of opinion this is a'mistake ; for tynj is the Hebrew word 
for a seipent—the Chaldsean word is Heva. 

P. 73 . ^ Jupiter was represented, &c. with a ram’s head.’ 
The Egyptians did the same; ' jEgyptii Jovis simulachrum 
arietina facie confingerent* And the Libyans, ' Za% -V^a;r 

Lucan also calls him cQTfligGTiifTi (see 

Gyraldus). 

" P. 79. 'It is also more than probable, 6cc. that the Teia- 
phim, &c. were little images,’ &c. It is very certain ; for p'B'in 
and the Chaldeean nUoW, were tlie idols of X^ban; which is 
farther corroborated, Gen. xxxi. 30, where Laban says to Jacob, 
' VVhy stole vou my Gods V r\^ ttd^. 

" P. 80. '"And with regard to amulets, &c. it seems manifest 
that those ear-rings* &c. had been dedicated to idolatrous uses,’ 

^c. 
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&c- This we may suppose, with the greatest probability, if we 
observe the Chaldaeau interpretation of the Hebrew text (which 
says, he took the ear-rings which were in their ears—D’SOiJn 
cjnuiK:i n't, the sacred things, that is, such as were 

dedicated to some superstitious or idolatrous use. 

P. JOl. ^ As the planting of the vine, xatt 

apellabatui'—^iioc nec Ausonium latuit canentem de signo Liberi 
patris, 

Ogygia me Bacchum vocal, 

Osirin ^gyptus putat. 

P. ' For Plutarch acknowledges that Typlio, the enemy 
of Osiris, &c. was always painted red/ Typhonem Os i rid is ilium 
interfectorem deorum omnium hostem in crocodilum conversum 
esse existimabant: Typhonem ipsum rufi colons fuisse diclitabant. 

P. 107 . ^ Was by the Greeks called It will not per¬ 
haps be a bad conjecture to suppose the to'be derived from 

hiot 

^-P. 116, ^'As Ham was indifferently called Cham or Ham* 
Here the Bishop seems to have forgot what he very justly ob¬ 
served, p. 113, ^ Cham is always so written, both in the Hebrew 
on, and Greek written Ham upon account of 

the softness of the pronunciation in English/ 

P. 119. * Obt ainthe name of Taautes, &c/ Inde videtur 
natum (says Diodorus) ut canino capite fingeretur/ 

P. 136, ^ He obtained the name of Or us/—probably from 
the Greek opos terminus, 

P, 137* * Now this will enable us to account, &c/ * Ann- 

bid is gestamen fuit Kijfujtstov Mercurii invent um/ 

P, 139. ^ As in the Egyptian Cryptae, &c, from the Greek 
Kfu^TTw, abscondo/ It may also derive from the Hebrew 
shame, 1 hojie 1 shall not be taxed with presumption ; and am, 
very sincerely. Sir, your most obedient servant, K, Schomberg. 

In your last List of Members yon have annexed M. B, to 
my name ^ it should be M* D. which please to see done in the 
next printed List/* 


To Mr. Da Costa, 

" Dear Sir, Bath^ FeL 17, 17<>L 

It is with pleasure I take this opportunity of renewing a 
correspondence with an old friend and acquaintance. Some 
time since Mr, Ames, our late Secretary, promised that he would 
get a friend of mine admitted an Honorary Fellow of our 
Society, I have since (as I never heard further about it) wTote 
to our present worthy Secretai'y, Mr, Noitjs, upon the same sub¬ 
ject, who, in answer to mine, informs me that there must be a 
testimonial signed by some of the Fellows, and very politely 
assured me of the favour of his name, I have the honour to be 
known but to a very few of the learned Members, and my resi¬ 
dence in the country too deprives me of making a personal ap¬ 
plication, I beg leave thcj'cfare to desire you, my dear friend, 

to 
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to recommend Dr. John Stephen Bernard, a very ingenious phy¬ 
sician residing at Amsterdam, as an Honorary Fellow, and to 
give your own testimony, and to procure some more names for 
that purpose. He is, I do assure you, a gentleman of superior 
learning, and of great knowledge in the Greek, Roman, and 
Oriental Antiquities. 1 shall esteem it as a great favour, for I 
have a great friendship for him, and he expresses a great desire 
of becoming one of that learned body. 1 shall be glad, my dear 
Sir, to hear from you as often as yom^ leisure will permit j and 
believe me as much as ever, my dear Sir, 

** Your most obedient humble servant, R. Schombeko." 

** Dear Sir, Buth^ 13, 1761. 

» 1 took the liberty some time ago to write to you in behalf 
of a particular friend of mine. Dr* John Stephen Bernard, a 
physician at Anasterdam, a gentleman of gi'eat learning, who 
expresses a desire of becoming an Honomry FeiJow of the Society 
of Antiquaries, and is deserving of that honour Mr. Norris 
was so obliging as to assure me that he would support the tes- 
timonial, provided it was first attested by some of the Members. 
1 shall take it as a favour if you would interest yourself in pro¬ 
curing my friend and me that satisfaction* I will venture to 
say that he will be an ingenious and agreeable correspondent, as 
he IS very conversant in Antiquity, and all the Belles Lettres. Your 
kind compliance with this request, and your answer will much 
oblige* deajT Sir* your most faithful and obedient servant, 

^ ^ « R. SCHOMBEKG.'' 


To Dr* Ralph Schomberg* 

Dear Sir, LoTiiloTif ilfsy IB, 1 / 61 * 

Mr. Levi delivered me your esteemed fevour of the 17th 
February last in due time, and my intention was to have an¬ 
swered it immediately, but unavoidable accidents have hindered 
ray doing it till now. Assure yourself, my dear^ Sli;, that the 
delay was only caused by want of time; no negligence or dis¬ 
regard attended it, for I cannot ever forget the esteem and 
friendship 1 bear you. It was inculcated in our tender years, 
and though we have been distant from each other for a^long 
series of time, yet my heart ever wished yon well, joyed 
in your welfare j and whenever 1 could inforna myself of you, 

1 never failed to do it. . , 

" I cannot express to you how rejoiced I was on receiving 
your letter. It opened to me a renewal of correspondence and 
esteem 5 therefore by this I sincerely desire you to continue it to 
me j for, rest assured, every thing I can do to enjoy your esteem 
and friendship, shall be done* I shall always be glad to h^r fiom 
you, and desiie you will direct your letters for me at the Bank 
Coffee-house, by the Bank of England* 

“ Now to the affair you desire to be promoted, vk, the ad¬ 
mission of Dr. Bernard of Arnsterdam for an Honorary Member 
of our Antiquarian Society* I consulted Mr. Norris about it, a^iid 
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the result that, as he is an acquaintance of yours, you must 
draw up a certificate or testimonial for him, and sign it 5 after 
which transmit it to me, and I and Mr, Norris will also sign it, 
and get some other Members to do it, and 1 do not doubt but 
that your friend will be elected ; at least, you may depend on 
Diy utmost endeavours to promote it. The said testimonial, or 
any thing else you have to send me, pray deliver to the bearer, 
Mr. Morera, who is with Mr. Salvador, to bring it to town with 
him for me. 

I have now only to infoiTO you that T continue my studies 
in Natural History very assiduously, and am very well known, 
and, thank God, much esteemed by the lovers of that science, 
I have made vast collections j but my Collection of Fossils is 
reckoned equal, if not superior, to any private one in England. 
If at any time it should be in your way to augment it with any 
specimen, I shall be extremely obliged to you to do it j and as 
you are in a place, the quarries of which abound in figured foi- 
silsj pray see if you can procure me any at your leisure hours, 

I beg you will make free with me for any of your commands. 
Shall I from time to time inform you what literary news occurs, 
dec. ? or what can I do to be agreeable or serviceable to you in 
the metropolis ? Pleasure me with your letters as often as you 
can^ and you will greatly oblige, dear Sir, 

Your sincere friend and iiumble servant, E, M. Da Costa. 

" Sirtce I wrote the above, L e, just this minute, have received 
by Mr. Salvador your ^vour of the 13th instant, which the 
above fully answers/' 


To Mr. Da Costa. 

"" Dear Sir, Bath, May '21,^761, 

It was with great pleasure I received your most agreeable 
favour, as it assured me of the continuance of your esteem and 
friendship, a satisfaction which none can feel but those who 
know how to set a proper value upon so well-rooted a connec¬ 
tion. It began in our earliest youth, and on my side shall only 
end with my life. 

1 am no stranger to the distinguished character you bear 
among the naturalists, and whenever it is in my small power to 
promote your design, I shall think myself honoured if I can add 
ray mite, 1 shall not be wanting in iny endeai'ours to procure 
you what Fossils I can. 

I have enclosed sent you two certificates, as I could not 
tell the method j the one in my name only, and you, Mr, Norris, 
and some other gentlemen to testify} the other in the plural 
number as certified by all who sign it. 1 intreat you to get niy 
friend elected as soon as possible, of which you will give me 
notice, that I may have the pleasure to write to him, with an 
account of his successful election, which I know will give him 
great pleasure, as it will to, dear Sir, 

“ Your affectionate humble servant, R. Schomberg/* 

To 



MR* DA COSTA TO DR* SCHOMBERG, 767 
To Dr. Ra^lph Schombbugp 

'^Deak Sir, London^ June 1, 1/61* 

I received your greatly esteemed favour of the ^Ist of last 
month, inclosing the certificates of recommendation for your 
friend Dr. Bernard at Amsterdam* The certificate in your name 
only I destroyed as useless; the other I signed, and got Mr. 
Norris the Secretary to sign, as also Messrs. Tutet and Bo wye r, 
two of my friends, and on Thursday the ^2Slh of May (which 
was the first meeting after I received it) it was read, and is now 
hung up according to custom in the meeting room to be balloted 
for in proper time, which is at the expiration of four meetings. 

“ Thus, my dear friend, you see I have taken every necessai 7 
step, but the misfortune is, that your friend cannot be elected 
till next November for the Society's long vacation begins the 
10th instant, and it holds no more meetings till said November 
next; but one tiling I will positively assure you, which is, that 
you maj depend your friend wdll be elected, and what interest t 
have is fixed to serve you. 1 am gi'eatly obliged to you for your 
kind and friendly expi'essions. I never had the least doubt of your 
sincerity and goodness. 1 shall be extremely thankful to you for 
any Fossils you can procure me, or any literary communications 
you will favour me with. In regard to Fossils, see if you could get 
me any ammonlt<£, or snake-stones, as they are vulgarly called, 
as also impressions of plants-on a kind of coal slate, which 
abound in the collieries further. At Lincomb and Walcot are 
stone-quarries which afford very fine petrifactions of shells, &c* 
Could you procure any of these things, and send me a box full 
directed to the Bank Coffee-house, I shall cheerfully repay all 
charges whatsoever* 

I wish you would favour me to tell Mr. Havlland with my 
respects to him, that I received his kind message, but as yet 
have not heard from Dr. Mitchell, nor received tiie box and 
drawings he sent; that, in regard to Mj'. CoUinson, he has mis¬ 
laid the drawings Mr. Havlland sent him, so that I cannot 
see them. 

1 design the first opportunity to present you with a copy of 
my work in token of sincere friendship and esteem, dear Sir, 

Your friend and very obliged servant, E. M. Da Costa.” 


To Mr. Da Costa. 

“ Dear Mannt, Bath^ June^B^ 1761* 

“ I hope you got up safe to town with Mr. Salvadore, and 
that he found his lady and family well. I shall take it as a 
favour if you will be so obliging as to get the inclosed forwarded 
as soon as possible* In case Mr* Norris (to whom please to pre¬ 
sent my compliments when you see him) has any prints and a 
new List for me, if he will send them to Dr. Thomllnson on 
Tower Hill, I shall have them well conveyed to me. 

You may depend upon my assiduity in procuring you all 
the assistance in my power in collecting Fossils, &c. I expect 

your 
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your book with impatience, as 1 shall every thing that cornea 
from your hands. You have promised me the satisfaction of 
youi' correspondence^ I shall therefore hope to hear what passes 
sur k ikeatre litteraire, I will endeavour to ac(juit myself in 
my answers as well as I am able. 

I beg Mi% Salvador may be assured of my sincerest esteem 
and respect, and 1 flatter myself that he will not forget me when 
any opportunities offer in which he may render me friendship in 
this place. When you see honest Ximenes, give my service to 
him, and tell him I could wish he would by the first Bath 
machine send me a small pot (of about three or four pounds) of 
sour-crout, and that he would take care it is well secured, so as 
not to be broke, I will take care he shall be paid for it.—Excuse 
this trouble, and believe me ever affectionately, 

"" Yours, R SCHOMBEEG.'’ 

Dear Manuel, Bat!h IS, 17dl^ 

I received your most obliging favour, and am obliged to 
you and Mr. Norris (to whom please make my compHments) for 
your kind votes in fiivour of my friend Dr. Bernard. The in¬ 
closed you will please to transmit by Ihe very first opportunity. 
If you have any knowledge of the Dutch Ambassador's Secretary, 
Mr, Salgar, 1 dare say he will put it into bis packet, as he is a 
friend to the Doctor. 

My vvife and children return you their compliments, and 
wish you many happy years, in which I most cordially join— 

JDH. When you see my worthy friend Ml^ Salvador, please 
to assure him of my most sincere esteem. I shall deliver your 
letter to Mr, Haviland. 

I desire I may hear from you as often as your leisure will 
permit, Bath is at present very full and brilliant, to which the 
presence of his Royal Highness the Duke of York does not a 
little contribute. — I am not idle, — We have a good many 
here. I am, dear Manny, 

Yours affectionately, R. Sen omberg/' 


To Dl\ R, SCKOMBERG. 

''Dear Ralph, London^ Dec. 10, 17dk 

" I received your kind and esteemed letter of July 19 in its 
due time, but did not answer it as I was greatly hurried, and 
also that the important point in view, viz. Dr. Bernard of Amster¬ 
dam's election into the Antiquarian Society, could not be deter¬ 
mined until the said Society resumed its winter meetings. It should 
have CDute on this day fortnight, but there not being a quorum 
of mem Bel'S to ballot, it was postponed till this night, and I now 
have the pleasure to acquaint you of his election. I suppose 
you will notify it to him, therefore, if you send me tiie letter, I 
will immediately forward it. Mr. Norris, who gi^es his compli¬ 
ments to you, told me you had wrote to him about Dr. Bernard, 
but his silence proceeded from the same cause as mine. You 

might 
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might have dependetl that 1 never would have been silent in that 
or any Ihing in which pleasure could be participated to my dear 
friend Ralph, whom I sincerely esteem, had there not been good 
reason for it. 

” 1 thank you for paying Mrs. Da% is; indeed, I have not yet 
repaid it to Dr. Thomlinson, but will do it the ensuing week, 

1 sent the letter long ago to Dr. Bernard by a fi iend of his, 
a foreign physicianj who went from hence to Amsterdam. 

Little in literature occurs. Our Royal Society is as yet ab¬ 
sorbed in the late Transit of Venus, for we bear of nothing else. 
However, we had a very curious paper on the 26th of last month: 
it was the case of the late monarch, communicated to the Society 
by permission of his Majesty, and it seems it is a case hitherto 
quite unknown In the annals of physick. 

“ Not any thing of consequence has occured at the Anti¬ 
quarian Society.—Tell your Lady from me, with my sincere re¬ 
spects, that I wish her a merry' Christmas and happy new j'ear j 
and that I am as delirious as ever, still prefering a coal-pit or 
stoiie-quaiTy to the Rath Assembly, or a Court-balL I am. Sir, 
Your sincere friend and servant, E. M. Da Costa. 


George Scott% Esq- and Mr- Da Costa. 

To Mr. Da Costa. 

Leicester Square^ Nov. 24, 17d3. 

Mr. Scott presents his compliments to Mr. Da Costa, and 
desires he would present the two ingenious Treatises sent here¬ 
with to the Royal Society, in the name of the author. Dr. Mat¬ 
thew Stewart, Professor of Mathematics in the University of 
Edinhurgh. Mr. Scott intended to do himself the honour of 
waiting upon the Society with these books, but is prevented by 
unexpected business.” 

Cranhome, Feb. 10, 1766. Mr. Scott begs the favour of Mr. 
Da Costa to see if Mr. Aubrey's MS Survey of Surrey is in the 
Archives of the Royal Society, according to the following note 
in vol. I. p. 5, of Mr. Walpole's ^ Anecdotes of Painting;' ' In 
Aubrey’s MS Survey of Surrey, in the Royal Society, he says, on 

* or Woalston Hall, Cbi^well, Essex; LL. P. F. R.S.autl F, S A. * 
mat Antiquary, not only of charters, leases, records, &c. but of tn alters 
Of materials of antiquity, such as Coins, Abbey Seal?, Romau Lfimpf, and 
Eioiacau Ware ; warlike instruments, as swards, dagj^ers, pistols, helmelfi, 
saws, &c.; other attcieTU instniments ; regalia, watches, majuiroents, or 
sarcophagi, basaliEe, bronzes, idols, apparel, pietures, portram, minia¬ 
tures, and nriats, and a numerous Collection it was j some trivialmes, as 
usual in such Antiquarian Collections. The reserved part of the Collec¬ 
tion fso expressed in the Catalogue) was sold by' Mr, Gerard, m Litchfield- 
street, Soho, on Thursday and Friday, 4 and 5 July, 1182. He was, as 
well as 1 cau btcween 60 and 70, and died about a year before the 

sale, a widower with no chMten ; lived some years in Crown-court, West¬ 
minster, but retired to his seat at Woolston Hall, in Essex, about l|6S. 
A very humane and friendly ^eiuletnaii, and comraunicaiive. He wa* 
nephew tu the celebrated Naturalist. Dr. Derbam, and published Mr. 
Ray’s Remains in 8vo. Mr. Scott was an Oxonian. E. M. D. C."—See 
alio the '* Literary Anecdotes," eol. VJI. pp. 373- 671. 

Vol. IV. 3 D the 
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the authority of Sir William Dtigdale^ that the fiist painted glass 
in England was done in King John's time—voh H. p. 85/ If we 
have this MS. 1 should be glad to see it when 1 next call upon you/* 

To George Scott> Esq, 

Sir, 1710 . 

I am very happy that the token of my gratitude to you met 
with such approbation, that you so warmly express the continu¬ 
ance of your patronage, and even in the very instant further be¬ 
friend me. I cannot. Sir, find greater expression to assure you 
of my respect and gratitude, than that it shall always be unalter¬ 
able and unfeigned. I will take the present opportunity to lay 
before you a small disquisition of antiquity, in hopes to amuse 
you, as you are a lover and pursuer of that study. It is on the 
name ccrmeu, and extracted from my sixth Lecture on Fossils, 
where treating of the onyx, 1 usher it in. If it meets your ap¬ 
probation, you are at liberty to do any thing with it you think 
proper. 1 am, with sincere gratitude, &c, E. M. Da Costa.'* 

To Mr. Da Costa. 

Croinft Court, May 7, 1770 , Mr. Scott begs leave to ac¬ 
quaint Mr. Da Costa that he is much pleased with his learned 
disquisition^ and must farther add, that Mr. Da Costa's Lectures 
are spoken of in the manner he could wish. Little thanks are 
due to me, for I am only a purveyor ^ but who wish you well/* 
Sir, W. H, March 30, 177^- 

**■1 hope I shall be able now to give a more satisfactory answer 
to your favour of the ISth instant than I was to your former 
letter, though my uncle's papers are silent as to Upminster 
Church steeple being fired by lightning, which I suppose may be 
owing to such an entry beirig made in the Parish Register as 
you were told of 5 for, on writing to my worthy friend the Rev, 
Mr. J, W. Hopkins, Rector of that parish, he sent me the follow¬ 
ing copy of the entry which was made by my uncle as just men¬ 
tioned ; ^ The Church of Upminster and Steeple were fired by 
lightning, and partly consumed in December 1638* At the same 
time South Okendon Church, and Stone Church (in Kent), were 
likewise burnt. You were mis-informed with re^rd to the brass- 
work in Piigo Chapel, for 1 had not the least bit of it; who am, 
Sir, your obedient humble servant, G. Scott.** 

Whiiehalh Jan, 9, 1777 . Mr. Scott^s compUmeots to Mr- 
Da Costa, and in haste thanks him for his favoumble opiniop, 
and that he may set Mr, S. down as a subscriber for a plain 
copy (Mr. S. being a plain man) of a work, which he well knows 
will merit the public attention; and Mr. S. begs leave to add 
that he greatly approves of the manner of subscribing, as authors 
are too apt to be faulty in that respect, which frequently hurts 
subscriptions. 1 find you have published your Inti-oduction- 
^^1 heartily wish I could answer Mr. Warmg's* judicious queries, 

* RiebarJ Hall Waring, Esq. of Leeswood. Flintshire. He was elected 
F. R. S. in I have manv of his Letters to Mr. Ua Costa, 

which 
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which I must endeavour to do without going to Black Notley ; 
for I am sure that would not do when so able an enquirer could 
not have his doubts there cleared up. 

I can without vanity (which I detest) say^ that I spared for 
no pains faithfully to give Dr, Derham’s and Mr. Ray's papers 
to the publickj and that I had no small difficulty (as mentioned 
in the Advertisement following Mr, Ray's Life) to let the Pubiick 
have them, even in the rhapsodical manner they now appear in. 
The words of * in an house of his own building/ are put by 
Dr.Derham in a parathensis, and may be erased^ as Mr. Waring h^ 
given so good a reason for doing it. The doubt about the ori¬ 
ginal place of the monument has very naturally arisen from the 
egregious blunder of the Printer's, putting the word Church for 
€hurch- 7 jarfi. But this is only one of the enormous errata in 
this volume, though a Doctor in Divinity corrected (or rather 
did not, as it appears, coiTect) the press, 

A work this divine not long after published (the joint labour 
of himself and a friend), apologized for his little care of the Re¬ 
mains by having more blunders in it. What is said of Mr, Ray’s 
humility in the paragraph immediately preceding that the word 
Church is in, plainly shews the Printer's mistake, for Mr. Ray's 
particular desire to be buried in the Church, grossly contradicts 
what goes before, making it appear very absurd, I think the 
' Biographical Dictionary^* has copied this blunder; but that it 
should give a different date of the year of Mr. Ray’s death from 
that in the Remains, is somewhat extraordinary, as an eminent 
bookseller assured me that Mr, Ray's Life in the Dictionary was 
taken from that in the Remains, The date of the letter I'eterred 
to in note {9^) of Mr, Kay's Life may be depended upon as 
faithfully copied from the original, as no one could be more 
careful in these matters than Dr. Derham, of whom I must add no 
more, as I had the honour to have him pro nouncuh 7})eo, The 
prints were clone by the best artist the place afforded, wdiere 
these papers were put together, which was at a considerable dis¬ 
tance from town. The print at the end of the book is a fancy of 
the engraver's, excepting that piece of building in it whicii in¬ 
deed looks like a monument, but is a poor representation of the 
Abbot of Glastonbury’s stone-kitchen there placed, as Mr. Ray 
visited Glastonbury, and describes this kitchen in his third or last 
Tour, and which was built by the last Abbot, Whiting, when he 
foresaw Henry the Eighth's design, which he afterwards threat¬ 
ened the honest Abbot with, of burning his kitchen down, which 
the Abbot bid him defiance to do. 

" 1 highly honour and esteem Mr. Wari ng for his great accuracy 
and industry in his literary pursuits, and beg my humble service 
to him; and I believe what your friend Mr. ^ George Edwards 
told you of Mr, Ray's daughters was very true/' 

^ On this subject sec the “ Literary Atiecdotefi,” vol. I, p. 144; and 
Mr, Cbjdmers's much-iniprovetl Edition of the Dictionary, vol. XXV^I* p.SS. 

3 D 2 To 
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To George Scott, Esq, 

« Sin, 1779, 

I take the liberty to acquaint you that my work, the * British 
Conchology,* to which you honoured me with your name as a 
subscriber for a plain copy at a guinea, Is now completed and 
ready to be delivered to my siibscribei's. The respect and gra¬ 
titude I owe you for many friendships, makes me request your 
commands how 1 shall convey it to you, or whether you will 
please to send for it to me at my lodgings, in the Strand, 

” Literary news of any science 1 know none worth communi¬ 
cating to youj therefore, w^aiting your commands, I remain. Sir, 
Your obliged and humble servant, E, M* Da Costa/ 

Letters to and from Henry Seymer^^ Esq. 

To Mr, Da Costa. 

" SfR, Handford, Nov, 17. 1766 , 

“ I should think myself highly undeserving your late civility if 
1 were contented to thank you for it by proxy only i give me 
leave therefore to assure you, that I look on your kind loan of 
Mr, Brander's book as a great favour, and shall be glad of an 
opportunity to retaliate it. For about five years last past I have 
sent a person every spring to collect fossil shells foi' at 
Hordwell Cliff, and as he was very diligent in his search, 1 think 
he lias brought me pretty near all the vaidety that place affords. 
I am fond of drawing, and at my leisure have copied them all 
much in the method of Mr. BrandeFs, btit the execution is far 
inferior to Greenes ; such as it was, however, I had thoughts of 
publishing it 5 but some one telling me such a thing had been 
already done by Mr. Brander, I was deshous to see that before 
I proceeded farther, and having now, by your favour, had that 
pleasure, my project is quite at an end. 1 think both the drawing 
and engraving of Green excellent^ though I am very certain few of 
the subjects are so perfect as he has represented them j for though 
some of the kinds are found In a pretty whole state, yet they are 
nothing comparable to those found near Paris, many of vvhich 
are the very same species, but then they have as high a polish, 
anti are as perfect, colour excepted, as any shell in the recent 
state. I have long wished to get a collection of these, and the 
Piedmontese, but have hitherto been very unsuccessful j should 
be much obliged to any friend who could instruct me where I 
could purchase some of them* As there are some things in your 
book which I shall be glad to copy, shall accept of your kind 
offer to keep it a few weeks. In the interim shall be glad to 
know how 1 may direct any thing immediately to you with 
safety* I am. Sir, your obliged humble servant, H. Seymer/ 

* Benry Seymer, of Handford, ca Dorset, Es^i* took great deligia 
Natural History ; and his fine CoUectuin of shells, insects, ores, and r^- 
siU, with eight books of rapital drawings, were sold by auciiun by Mr* 
Hutebliis ill Co vent Garden, on Wednesday, Feb* fl, 1786, and the 13 fol¬ 
lowing days. There is a porirait of him in the ajiartments of the 
Society. 'He died June 13, 1785. E. M- D. C."^ee his Pedigree, and an 
account of the Seymer Family, in Hutchins's Dorsetshire, voL 111. p* 343. 

Extract 
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Extract of a Letter from Henry Seymer, Esq. to Mr. George 
Humphrey Jun, dated 16^ 177L 
r am told Poland starch makes a very good durable white 
for colouring prints. The ex pence and time your ^ History of 
Shells' will take up, and I inclose you my calculation of it. The 
time, I apprehend, is the grand objection to people's subscribing, 
and by means of which the work, though equally valuable in 
most people's opinions, may be aflfectcd,—Calculation i — 

There are 26 genera in Argenville, w^hicli you seem to follow, 
must be 50 speeimcna of each figured, 

6) 1300, You cannot well have more than five in a plate 
on an average, as some will be large, and some 
shewn both ways, 

2) 260 Plates, makes 

130 Numbers, at one a month, will last 65 months, 
or five years and five months. 

The variety is so great, that 50 specimens of each genus, 
one with another, must be figured j and as some will be large, 
and some figured both ways, you will not be able to afford mare 
than five different species in each plate, one with another. Some 
genera, such as nautili^ pinna, and poly valves, will afford but 
few species; but this will be amply made up by the cachlece, 
buccina, murices, &c, of the univalves; and by the pectens, 

chamee, ostreiE, &c, of the bivalves, I would therefore omit the 
very common subjects that have no beauty, and figure only the 
very rare, and well known ones, that will, though common, 
please the eye, and add to the beauty of the plates, such as the 
tygers, cloth of gold, brunette, spectres, night-officers, fiam- 
beaux, &c, &c, of every genus, Jf you could publish a number 
every fortnight, as was mentioned in your Proposals, Feb. 1, 
1769, it would greatly encouinge persons to subscribe, as then, 
upon the plan I have prop>sed, it would be finished within three 
years, and persons almost of any age might hope to see the 
completion of it; and this would not hinder your going on fur- 
ther if subjects occurred, as Edwariis did with his birds, for when 
]>ersons have purchased any work of this kind, if the author goes 
on ever so long with new specimens, there will be no doubt of 
their continuing to subscribe till the whole is finished, I would 
therefore set out another Advertisement, setting forth you r in¬ 
tention to publish for the future only the most rare or beautiful 
subjects, with a hint of the time in which you think it will be 
finished i for, if you proceed on the plan of figuring every 
variety you meet with, I am vei’y certain the work must be end¬ 
less (this I know by my own collection, which is nothing com¬ 
pared with Dr. FothergUl's or (he I>uchess of PordandsL and 
that most people will be deterred for this only reason from sub¬ 
scribing to it."' 

♦ An intelU|^ent Dealer tn Curlosifies, particularly in Natural HiMory, 
in King-alreet, Cuvem Garden, See “Literary Anecdutes,^* voLVJI. p, 597. 

To 
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To Mr. Da Costa- 

Sir, Handfordy May 14, 1775. 

If you can spare a specimen or two of the black down fos¬ 
sils, oi‘ any other of those you have with you, shall be obliged to 
you for them, I am satisfied it could not be any great trouble 
to you to open the box, and send them by this servant. If you 
defer it ' till after your return to town, I shall conclude you do 
not chuse to part with any, at least to me, nor do 1 wish you so 
to do, unless it is quite agreeable to youj my maxim always was, 
Bh dat qui cito dat. I wish you a pleasant journey to town, 
and am, with compliments to Dr* Pulteney, 6tc, Hen. Seymer/' 


To Henry Seymer, Esq. Handfoid, 

Sir, London^ May 30, 1775. 

'' I seize on the opportunity offered me by our friend Mr. Ing¬ 
ham Foster to return you ray respectful thanks for the civilities 
received at Handford, and also to acquaint yoti that I have sent 
you one of the Jkoid fmigU^a you so earnestly desired, and w'hich 
1 promised you. I hope it will give you pleasure, as it is a nonde¬ 
script fossil, and what I liave not hitherto seen from any other 
country.—My respects attend your lady and family. I am, Sir, 
Your humble servant, E. M. Da Costa.'* 


To Henry Seymkr, Esq. 

London, April 25, 1776. 

This letter will be delivered to you by my worthy friend 
Dr. Palteney, of Blaudford, whom I have wrote to vei^y fully, and 
begged of him to communicate the contents to you. The ar¬ 
dour you have for the study of Natural History, 1 do not doubt 
will readily pardon an intrusion founded on the same basis: I 
therefore do not hesitate to lay my desire before you. It is, 
that being on the eve of publishing a work 1 entitle " Elements 
of Conchology,* with seven copper-plates, the copy of which I 
have sold to your bookseller Mr. White, I have now formed ano¬ 
ther work I shall entitle " Synopsis Testaceorum Anglise,' which 
gives an account of all our English shells, with the places where 
found j a work much wanted, and which {if Mr. White and 1 can 
agi'ee) shall be a second part. On this account I trouble you, 
and shall take it as a very great favour conferred on me (as you 
iiave a fine collection of shells) if you will communicate to me 
any notices you may have relative to Engliah shells, to forward 
my design, and all communications 1 thus receive from my friends, 
shall be duly acknowledged in the publication. 

But the land-snails and the river-shells is the part of this 
bi'anch of study we know the least of, and therefore wants much 
attention* You, Sir, live always at your seat in the country, and 
employ yourself in fishing, fowling, gardening, looking after 
insects, &c. by which means, and as an able S}joi‘tsman and col¬ 
lector, 1 do not doubt in your many cxcuj'sions you and your 

worthy 
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worthy son^ to whom my best respects, have found and observed 
the several kinds of your County; and any of these land and river 
shells are the most desirable, but the land ones more especially* 
If any such have qqquvtfA, would you be so good, if in plenty, to 
send me specimens of each kind? if rare, in that case permit me to 
request of you to send them up to our worthy and mutual friend 
Mr, Foster, for me to review and describe, while in his possession, 
which will be of great service to me, and pray note what parti¬ 
culars of their natural history, e* g* season, habitation, food, &Ci 
you can. I shall be very proud of the lionour of your answer by 
Dr, Pulteney 3 and remain, &c, E- M. Da Costa." 


Letters to and from Dr, Robert Taylor*. 

To Dr. Robert Taylor, Skiptou in Craven, 

'' Sir, Londonf j/iugnst 2^, 1T54. 

" My much-esteemed friend Mr, Thomas Knowlton, of Lanes- 
borough Castle, having lately wrote me a letter, in which he 
mentions himself greatly obliged to you (though he has not the 
pleasure of being known to you) for a parcel of fossils you sent 
him 3 and also mentions with great applause the notes and ob¬ 
servations you made on them, has urged me to trouble you with 
the present letter, 

“ The great desire I have to perfect the work I am publishing, 
viz. a * Natural History of Fossils * (a work greatly wanted, as 
none yet published can be justly called such), of which I here 
inclosed send you a Proposal, to inform you of the plan of it, 
has made me presume to write to you, and to desire to know 
your pleasure, if it will be agreeable to you to permit me to 
trouble you with my correspondence, and make you such queries 
as may occur to me on the state of the fossil kingdom in your 
neighbourhood, and to communicate to me the observations that 
may occur to you in your pursuit of the fossil study, I shall beg 
leave to assure you that whatever observations, I receive from 
you, shall be duly inserted in my work, tvlth the just acknow¬ 
ledgments to your name as my benefactor* 

As this present letter serves only-to know your pleasure in 
regard to my desire, I shall waive all queries, till 1 am plea¬ 
sured with your permission; and if you honour me with it, I 
beg your answer as soon as possible, directed for me at Friday- 
street Coffee-house, Cheapside > and, waiting inipatiently for the 
honour of a letter from you, I remain, &c. E, M. Da Costa." 


To Mr. Da Costa. 

Sir, Skipton^ Jugust 25, 1754. 

This day I received the favour of a most obliging letter from 
you, as I also did one about a month since from Mr* Knowlton, 

# Of this intelligent Physician (who in early life, tf I mistake not, waa 
the intimate Friend of Warborton and Scukeley) see the second volonse of 
Illustrations," pp- 31, 38,4^, and 147* 

As 





ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE. 


77 ^ 

As to any applause Mr, Knowlton is pleased to bestow on me, 

I impute it to the effects of a grateful temper for the few fossil? 

1 sent him through the hands of our common friend Dawson 
Roundel, Esq. and shall be glad if they prove worth your notice 
and acceptance | but, I do assure you ! am only an humble ad¬ 
mirer of the Fossil study, therefore I apprise you that you be not 
disappointed in your expectations, for I never intensely applied 
myself to it, but have been often struck with an awful pleasure 
when I have met with Fossils as it were by accident on the road, 
and in some little excursions I have now and then made on this 
rational amusement, without any other view in it j but if 1 can 
in any respect be of sendee to you in so laudable a work, you 
may command me without ceremony. 

As 1 had the other side ready wrote, I take the liberty to 
trouble you with it, both as a curious gentleman, and F. E, S. 
and as you might possibly hear of it otherways. The instrument 
itself is now in tlie hands of niy friend Mr. Paul, Surgeon, in 
Suffolk-!ane, Cannon-street, and I have had it recommended to 
me to take that method of laying before the publiek my endea- 
voui’s in one of the desiderata of surgery. 1 beg pardon for this 
presumption and digression, but desire you will believe me, 
though unknown, Sir, your most obedient servant, IL Taylok.*' 

Anagdtnon ab avoyew rediico et humerus, is the essay of 
an instiument for reducing or replacing the luxated shoulder. 

It is a compound machine of the lever kind, consisting of 
two square wood pillars about a foot long and inch and a half 
diameter, with round turned hollow tops four inches Jong, a 
shoulder-piece six inches broad and two thick, but adapted to 
the axilla by a rounded point, from whence proceeds an arm- 
piece about two feet long, three inches broad, and one thick, 
compounded of a box in which runs a slide, with mortise fora¬ 
mina, through which to pass the ligatures for fastening the arm 
thereto. At the end of this box is fixed another box of wheel- 
work with |>ulley, whereby turning a w^inch, you draw out the 
slide, consequently the arm. It is formed to work doubly quick 
in the beginning, and proportionably stronger in the advance, 
and may be let off at pleasure. The whole is joined together by 
an iron rail w'hich runs through the pillars cross-wise, and is 
fastened with screws. 

The tops, by turning, work up two latent screws let down 
into the pillai^s, which lift with them the shoulder-piece by its 
iron axis, whose ends are let into the feet of the screws. Under 
the shoulder-piece is a serrated rack of iron, from which falls a 
a stay through the centre hole in the rail, that when the screws 
are worked, draw’s the arm into a parallel inclination with the 
body. The arm-piece is fixed within the shoulder-piece in a 
mortise by a pivot, and at liberty to move forwards or back¬ 
wards, tliereby describing about a third of a circle by Its radius. 
The whole may be fixed in time of use to an elbow chair, or other 
convenience, and will take ‘m pieces so as to put in the pocket. 

This 
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" This little machine, as far as the author knows or ever 
heard, is in most respects new} and, as a complete instrument 
for the mtended purpose is confessed!v wanted, by reason of the 
many fruitless and calamitous attempts for the relief of this dis¬ 
order, he humbly submits the examination of his' endeavours 
hereby for the good of mankind to the publick, but in a more 
especial manner to the karjied Royal Society, and the Society of 
Surgeons in London* R. Taylok/^ 

To Dr. Robert Taylor. 

SsK, London, Sept 17, 1754. 

I have received your esteemed favour of the 25th of last 
month, and 1 acknowledge myself greatly obliged to you for your 
generous permission of any corresponding with you, and 
troubling you with what ciiieries, may occur to me concern¬ 
ing that part of the kingdom you inhabit* Permit me. Sir, be¬ 
fore T proceed on the said queries reciprocally to beg your com¬ 
mands if I can be of any service to you in this Metropolis* 

The account you send me of the Anagdmon instrument for 
reducing or replacing the luxated shoulder I have perused with 
great pleasure* I suppose it is your own inveotion, and as you 
mention the instrument itself is in the hands of your friend 
Mr* Paul, a Surgeon in Suffolk-lane, Cannon*street, and that 
you also intimate you should like to render it useful to mankind 
by communicating it to the Royal Society, and Society of Sur¬ 
geons, I offer you my sendees as a Fellow of the former, to have 
your account read vvhen they meet again, which tvill not be till 
November, and if Mr* Paul would attend at the same time to 
explain the various particulars of the instrument, I do not doubt 
you will receive the just applause of that illustrious Body, and 
the sincere thanks of mankind for the useful discovery* 

Should you approve its being laid before the Royal Society, 
and should also like to make me the means of communicating 
it to that learned Body (which pray notify in answer), only write 
a letter directed to me, in wiiich give a description of the in¬ 
strument, accompanied with what other observations you think 
proper, and I as abovesaid will communicate It to the Society in 
your name. 

I would not be too troublesome to you in my queries, as you 
inform me you never have made Fossils a principal study, but 
only an amusement in your excursions or leisure hours ; how- 
ever, 1 shall not on that account abridge my queries, but shall 
amply lay them before you, and submit to your leisure to com¬ 
municate to me what observations your time permits you to 
make* Before 1 begin with them, permit me to inform you that 
I am in no hurry for what obsen-ations you may make on Earths 
of alt kinds, as that part of my work is already printed off, nei¬ 
ther for observations of the saline, sulphureous, mineral, and 
metallic bodies, which 1 am not printing off yet; but for the 
Stones of all kinds, as I am now on that very part of my work, 

I shall 
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! shall beg you to furnish lue with all possible diligence with 
the observations you may make iu order to insert them in my 
work* The arrangement of the Stones (for your further govem- 
ment> and that you may know the order I want them in) is thus^ 
viz. 1. Free-stones and cjnarry-stonesj lime-stones, marbles, and 
m short, all those'kinds which are found in strata, 2, Next, 
those which do not constitute strata, but which are only found 
forming rocks or large masses, 3. The Jaspers, 4, The peb¬ 
bles, flints, agates, &c. 5, Metallics of all kinds. 6, The spars, 

crystals* Thus, Sir, you see the qu any-stones, marbles, &c. 
are the first immediate Fossils I beg your assistance in. 

Now I proceed on the instructions which I shall trouble 
you with, viz. 

“1. Whatever Fossils yon collect for me, pray wmp them up 
each in a separate paper, and note the places where they are 
found, at what "depths, if they constitute strata, or in what strata 
they are lodged, and what other fossil bodies accompany them ; 
if they are scarce, or are found in plenty, what they are thought 
to be, what uses they aa^e put to, and what vulgar names the 
country people call them by, and, in short, all other particulars 
or notices which may conduce to the knowledge of their natural 
hi story 4 

2. If you favour me with any accounts of mines, pits, or 
quarries, make (if you possibly can) the following observations 
on them :~The situation of the mine and its extent, w'bat it is 
chiefly worked for, and what other Fossils are found in it, the 
disposition of its strata, what they are, how they lie, their several 
thicknesses, their dip or declination, and their rise or basseting* 
and their run or inclination to the E. N, W. S* the riclmesa of 
the ore and metallic veins, and what other particulars may occur 
to you. 

3. Of furnaces, forges, &c. for smelting or manufacturing of 
metals. Communicate to me what observations you can of the 
methods used to smelt the ores, of their fluxes, and of any par¬ 
ticular methods or instruments they may have in use* 

4* A Catalogue or List (if you possibly can) of the mines, 
coal-pits, quarries, in your neighbourhood, the names of the 
works, their richness, and who are the proprietors of them, to 
insert in my ^ Lithographia Britannica/ 

“5. If you possibly can, also send me a List or Catalogue of 
the strata found in sinking the pits and mines, how they lie, 
their depths, This you must acquire of the miners, keelmen* 
and quarriers, when they sink anew adit or pit* for otherwise 
it will be impossible to gain a knowledge of the strata, as the 
miners board the sides of the adits almost as soon as they 
are sunk* 

“ 6* Collect all the observations you can (from the miners 
themselves, and which experience has taught them) of the state 
of the Fossils in the bowels of the earth, their agreements or 
disagreements, c* g. coal and lead are never found together, &c. 

their 
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their notions of the growth of Fc^sils? and of their maturity, of 
the deluge, and all other particulars whieh you think may tend to 
promote any knowledge of the subterranean treasures, 

** 7- Collect all the observations possible rekting to the air, 
damps, waters, &c* in mines, pits, and quarries. 

Now I shall proceed to the fossils in particular:— 

8 , The country about yon abounds with mines. At Malham 
you have very fine copper ore of a blue colour, and great quan¬ 
tities of a curious white fibrose lead ore j w-hat the minera call 
Boosework in Yorkshire, which ai'e loose lumps of lead ore like 
nodules | the lead ore, called white ore by the miners in Craven 
—Dr, Woodward collected it at a pit called Gravel Work, near 
Buckton I the lead ore which is concreted into cubic figures; 
diced lead ore, which is chiefly found in the mines on Richmond 
Moor, two miles West of Richmond, 

'' 9 - In the coal-pits, just above tiie coal, is always found a 
stratum of coal-slat full of the impressions of ferns, reeds, &c,; and 
I have often observed in Derbyshire fine fragments of large reeds 
and other unknown plants, in the strata of grit-stone in the coal¬ 
pits of that county. Bi'adford coal-pits, 1 think, are femed for 
such vegetable remains) as also for some kinds of bivalve shells, 
which are likewise found impressed on the coal-slat ^ and the 
coal-pits at North Bierley, and at the village called Street, where 
great numbers of fine impressions of plants and sheds are found, 
10 , The county abounds with various kinds of stone of strata, 
as kinds of sand-stones, free-stones, mill, grind-stones, whet¬ 
stones, lime-stones, slates, flags, shale or shivers, and the flint-like 
substance called chert or iDhern, Specimens of these will be 
greatly wanted, as also oF all those kinds which are found only 
in masses and loose nodules, as the jaspers, agates, rock-stones, 
flints, pebbles, &c, 

" 11 , The various kinds of spars, crystals, &c. found in your 
mines, particularly the strigat^, or heath-like s]>ar, found in 
the mines of Arkendale. The hexagonal crystals found in the 
middle of lime-stone, at Broughton near Settle, and they are also 
oftentimes found in the ploughed fields there on the surface of 
the earth. The Iris mentioned by Dr. Lister (Phil. Trans, No. 
110 ), vvhich he says is mostly of a black water, like the black flint, 
though some are purplish and some crystalline. They are found 
very common in the blue-limestone rocks, out of which plenty 
of lead ore is got i they adheVe to the seams of the rocks ^ are 
of all sixes, and are found in infinite numbers at Rainsborough 
Scar, upon the Kibble, also in a stone quarry near Eshton Tame 
in Craven. The Downham diamonds, or, the crystals, so called, 
ivhich am found in plenty at Downham in Ci-aven 5 and at Skip- 
ton (where you Jive) 1 find noted that there is a petrifying water* 
I tiesiie some specimens of its petrifactions. 

** 12. The various kinds of Talcy bodies, as the miese, gypsa, 
fibrose talcs, selenites, ludus helmontii, and belemnites. Wood¬ 
ward exhibits a piece of daik grey glossy talc, with some white 

spar 
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spar interposed betwixt tlie flakes of it, from . - >.. in Yorkshire, 
where it is in great plenty. It is called there the warming- 
stone, they laying it in their beds at their feet in cold weather. 
When once heated, it retains it a great while. Pray have you 
ever heai*d of, or do you know this stone ? enquire for it, and 
procure me a specimen if possible. Pellucid, or amber-like 
are found in great plenty all over the Yorkshire 
Wooldsj and indeed all the kinds of Belem7Lii<B are found in 
great quantities throughout all Yorkshire. 

13 The Earths of all kinds, as the boles, clays, marles, 
chalks, ochres, and moulds, Ochies of different kinds are very 
frequent in the adits of the coal-pits of this county^ and in the 
veins of the lead ore in the mines at Arkendale, 

14. The mineral bodies, as mock ores, samples of veins, 
pyritae, roarcasites, &c, ^ and semi-metallic bodies, as antimony, 
zink, &c. j as also the saline, sulphureous, and bituminous bodies. 
Vitriol is sometimes found in the coal-pits at North Bierley. 

**^15. The figured fossils of all kinds, as petrifietl wood, im¬ 
pressions of vegetables, peat, earth, and wood^ shells, bones, 
teeth, and other remains of animals. For the impressions of 
vegetables on coal-slat, see No. 9, supra, Lhuyd, in his Lith. 
Brit. Jchnogr, says, that at Clattering Sike, between Malham and 
Settle, the entrochi, are found in such Infinite quantities of 
all kinds and bignesses, that you may pick up bushels fif them 
in half an hour’s time. 1 believe the country people call them 
Ihlry beads and St, Cuthbert's heads. I beg you will procure 
me a very large parcel of them, of all the various kinds. Besides 
entrochi, there are many other curious figured bodies found 
among them, which pray also strive to get. The said figured 
stones are also found in most parts of Craven. At Clattering 
Sike, asterige, conia, mycetitse, ammonite, Iseves, bivalves, and 
other curious figured fossils are also found, as I am informed, in 
a loose chi very gmvel at the bottom of a rock, supposed to be 
washed out of the mountain by the currents that trickle down 
the sides. Dr. Lister mentions the entrochi and trochitoe of all 
sizes, as also bivalve, turbinated, &c. stones, to be found very 
plentifully in llie Scars of Broughton and Stock, little villaefes 
in Craven. 

“ Bugthorp, near the Woolds, is a town famed by Dr. Lister 
for the many curious figured Fossils he found in the river thei’e, 
and in the neighbourhood of that town. 

The mountain Pimco^' in Craven, on the South side in the 
Pike, subterraneous firs, birch, &c. ai'e found. Pray, if possible, 
get me some small pieces or specimens of the said subterra¬ 
neous trees. 

“ On Scatter Searsiil Hill, in ArkendaJe, Woodward says, 
stones of an ash colour, thick set with small bodies like worms, 
and which are ramose ooralloid pori, and bivalves, are found in 
gi'eat quantity on the brow of this hill, and various other curious 

* See p. 782. 
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coralloicis and shells are found imbedded in masses of stone at 

the same place. A stratum of slaty stoncj with shells imbedded 
in it. is found at the bmw of a vast precipice^ on the top of 
Windeg, a very high hill in Arkendale. 

On the hills of Craven^ and also at Halifax, several curious 
figured Fossils are found, particularly smooth cornua amnionls, 
and bivalves. 

These, Su^ are the notices of particular Fossils; but in your 
collections for me, 1 beg you to act[uire of all kinds whatsoever, 
and except none, for the most common and least regarded Fossil 
is to me of as much value as the most curious or rare. That 
part of Yorkshire you inhabit joins to Lancashire and West¬ 
morland, and you are not very distant from the boi^ders of 
Cheshire and the County Palatine of Durham. AH these coun¬ 
ties produce fine Fossils of all kinds, so, should you be able to 
procure me some, they will be extremely acceptable. 

Thus, Sir, you see, I have spared no pains to be quite trou¬ 
blesome to you in these long instructions, but your own time 
and leisure is desired. I have acquainted you at the beginning 
of the letter in what order I want them, and the observations 
you may make on the Fossils, No. 10, will be, as abovesaid, those 
tliat are immediately wanted. Could you accompany your ob¬ 
servations on the Fossils, No. 10, with middling sized specimens 
of the said Fossils, and direct the box for me in the same manner 
as my letters, 1 shall be obliged to you. 

"" Should any incidental charges accrue to you in your searches, 
in collecting Fossils on my account, I shall with the greatest 
pleasure and thanks repay them. As for the observations you 
communicate to me, permit me to assure you 1 shall not only 
gratefully acknowledge them to you, but shall acquaint the 
learned world in my work the great obligations I owe you 
for them. 

You find. Sir, by your generosity, you have acquired a very 
troublesome correspondent j however, I rely on your goodness 
for my pardon, and hope you will think it excusable in me since 
my whole design is to declare those wonderful wf)rks of the 
Creator in the bowels of the earth, if that Almighty Being grant 
me life so to do. I am, with great esteem, 

" Your very obliged humble servant, E. M. Da CostaJ' 

To Mi\ Da Costa. 

« Skipioni Oct, 25, 1754. 

In answer to your favour of the ITth ult. I sincerely thank 
you for the kind offers of your assistance in introducing my in¬ 
strument to the learned Royal Society. The account of its con- 
stnietion, little differing from that I sent to you, I had before 
the receipt of yours sent to Mr. Paul, by his directions, in a letter 
directed to the Secretary of the Royal Society, which letter 1 
imagine was accordingly sent, but 1 hai'e not since heard from 
Mr. Paul; however, if you hajipen to go near Suffolk-lane, and 

take 
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take the trouble to enquire of him what m done in that respect, 

I shall be equally obliged to you, as you will also probably be at 
the next meeting, I have contented myself with a short descrip¬ 
tion of the construction, with a view solely that the machine it¬ 
self may with greater ease be examined. Its propriety or impro¬ 
priety I must leave to the judgment of the learned and inquisitive. 

I know no other but that most, if not all the contrivance is neve, 
and essentially different from any thing hitherto protluced, and I 
heartily wish that either it may effect or furnish hints how to 
remove those opprohria chirurgica^ 

1 next proceed to answer, as well as T can, the several parts 
of your Letter, We have in this neighbourhood many sorts of 
quarry-stones, lime-stones, marbles, and spars. Was 1 to send 
you specimens of every sort, I fear 1 should be doing you no 
agreeable service, for in this County it is a great rarity to see 
any other than stone houses and buildings ; but I am at present 
getting together some of the most remarkable or best esteemed, 
1 shall wrap each specimen in a paper, with a card inclosed, 
wrote upon where found, &c, but please to signify in answer 
whether you would have them sent by land or water* W'^e have 
navigable livers from Leeds or Tadcaster, and if you ciiuse the 
box, w^hen it is filled, may come as you would have it, 

" W^e have lead-mines at Grassington and Greenliaff Hill to 
the North-east of Skipton, at present wought to great advan¬ 
tage j the former Oie Royalty of the Countess Dowager of Bur¬ 
lington ; the latter, of John York, of Richmond, Esq, There 
are also excellent copper-mines at Middleton Tyas in Swale Dale, 
the property of Mr, Hartley, specimens and accounts of which I 
am endeavouring to get, being priimised them fium the master 
workmen, bar-masters, Sic,; and I intend the opportunity 
to go down into those at Grassington and Buckton, but I have 
been very closely detained near home a good while, I shall now 
clear up some little mistakes in your names and situations of 
places. You quote the mountain Pimco, 1 see it likewise in the 
Abridgment of the Philosophical Transactions, It is vulgarly 
called here Pinna, but many of the mountains and hills here¬ 
abouts have the termination had, perhaps from the French hadt. 
The subterranean wood found there is so far from being peculiar, 
that most, if not all the peat mosses, which are equally common 
on the tops of the highest -mountain hereabout as the lowest 
levels in Lancashire, in which vast quantities of black oak, 
fir, &c, are found. You say Broughton neai' Settle ; it is two 
miles West of Skipton, the seat of Stephen Walter Tempest, Esq* 
in whose gi^ounds there are lime-stone rocks,in the perpendicular 
fissures or seams of which are cluy stals of various size, figure, 
and colour, not truly hexagonal as you mention* There is also 
in the same rock a most curiously figured or strigated white 
spar, much resembling in texture the white ore of lead from 
Buckton, which ! have seen, and Mr* Tempest tells me there has 
formerly been lead got from it: some good specimens of the 

above 
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above I have for you. At SMpton there is no petrifying well 
that I can hear ofj but there are at Broughton and Scaleber 
well at Settle, specimens of which I have got both fresh and 
dry. There are also many other petrifying or inci-usting springs 

gr waters. , - ^ r i - 

You mention I>ownliam as in Craven. It is in i/ancasliire> 

on the Nortb side of Pendle HUl; the chryatals there found have 
been taken up in plenty when they have dug into the grounds 
as I am informed in particular places, and carefully covered up 
again, I suppose you have some of them | I have not, but could 
^ssibly get some- They seem to be much the same as those 
of Broughton, Rainsber, and many other places. 

I sent you by Mr. Knowlton some picked sheila and entrochi, 
&c. from Clattering Sike. There are still great plenty* bat not 
near so much as I remember, they having been carried away in 
great quantities for grottos, &e.; however, I wUl get you some. 
You are wrongly informed concerning them : they are not 
washed from the bottom of a rock, but lie as it were imbedded 
in the chiver, upon a coarse lime-stone rock, which has been 
covered by a heathy soil approaching to moss or peat earth, but 
there is a constant trickling of water betwixt the soil and rock 

which makes it be called a Sike. ..jit 

" You mention a ramose coralloid porus from Arkendale. i 
never was there, but 1 apprehend I sent you a good specimen of 
the same from Ingleborough Hill. In short, you never can have 
an adequate idea of the nature of tliis County without expressly 
viewing it. There is no such thing as negulatity m the strata, 
as in other Counties. You say coal and lead are never found 
together. There are exceptions to that rule here, as I have seen 
myself, and am further informed by others.—want room and 

time this post to say more than I am. Sir, &c. R. Taylor. 
f, Skipton, Nov. 10, 1|54. 

" Agreeably to your most obliging ofier to render my poor 
endeavouis useful to mankind, I embrace the opportunity, and 
beg you to lay before the illustrious Royal Society of London an 

instrument I 'have lately invented, . . .i . 

[Here follows an account of the Anagdmon, simdar to that 

already printed in p. 776-] , , , -n i 

“ This post, and not before, I had a letter from Mr. Paul, to 
whom I have returned an answer, who I suppose will send the 
instrument to you, and also see you himself. _ 

“I have a large and heavy box of Fossils for you, among which 
are some curious ores, but wait for more, as also your direction 
how to send them. I am, though unknown, with great regard. Sir, 
" Your most obedient servant, R. Iayloe. 

To Dr. Robert Taylor. 

« Londony Nov^ 16, 1754. 

" I have now before me ^our much esteemed favours of the 25th 
of last, and 10th of this month, to both which the following serves 

as an answer. Permit me first to return you my sincere thanks for 

your 
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your goodness and assiduity in your correspondenee with me, 1 
assure you I shall always retain a grateful sense of ihenij and shall 
with rhe greatest ]jleasure strive to retaliate your said favmus by 
any commands you may have in this metropolis which I am 
capable of transacting for you. 

“ T shall begin' about your machine the Anagdmon, As yon 
advised me you had sent ar> account of it by Mr, Paul to the 
Royal Society, I was willing to see if such instrument was shewn 
there, but having been in the country (and not at the meetings, 
which begun only the 7 th instant, and they meet but weekly, 
which is of the Thursday evening), I am not positive whether it 
has been yet communicated or not, though I am assured that it 
has not as yet been shewn ^ and the other day, being very busy, 
I sent my servant to Mr. Paul with a written message, but could 
not hear what has been done, but 1 will see this week about it, 
and if 1 find the proper methods have not been taken to lay it 
before the Society, I wiU then speak to Mr. Paul, and will for¬ 
ward the afikir myself. I hope this method of proceeding wiU 
meet your approbation. 

I am much obliged to you for your procuring me some of 
the most esteemed sorts of marbles, quarry-stones, lime-stones, 

5 pieces of the size of hen's eggs w ill do for my present pur¬ 
pose; but though, as you justly observe, your County is com¬ 
posed of nothing else but all these kinds of stones, and that you 
fear you will do me no great service by sending me specimens of 
them all, yet as J am now professedly writing on the subject, 
I should much esteem it if you W'ould procure chips or pieces of 
the size of w^alnuts of the other more common kinds, for none 
are now unacceptable to me. 

As you intimate (and of consequence it must be so) that 
your boxes will be very weighty if specimens of all were sent, 
1 believe my desire of having only small pieces of the common 
ones, and pieces of the size of hen's eggs of the more esteemed 
sorts, will much diminish the load. However, to yet manage 
better, on receipt of this pack up a box only of the quarry-stones, 
lime-stones, marbles, cherts, pebbles, dints, &c. 3 or all of the 
genus 1 wrote you I wanted immediately, and forward the boK 
immediately by water caiTiage (which 1 think is best) to me at 
the Coffee-house where you direct my letters; then, on the safe 
receival of that, 1 shall give you notice, and desire you to pack 
up a second box with the rest of the tribe of stones, as talcs, 
spars, crystals, warming-stones, &C.. and send them awuy in the 
same manner; and on receival of that, I again give you notice, 
and desire you to pack up the ores, and send them by the same 
w'ay; and, lastly, in the same manner, to send fonvard the 
figured fossils, petrifactions, &c. by'which means you may have 
time^ perhaps to procure additions, and 1 shall not receive such 
unwieldy loads at one time, I beg to know whether you approve 
this method, and I desire you to forward the first box imme¬ 
diately on receipt of this letter, and send me advice of it, and 

the 
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tlie receipt for to recover it, and in your letter jiray advise me 

■ivhat time or what clay I cart expect it, that 1 may give the ne- 
cesaaiy oixiers at the Coffee-house for its reception, 1 beg you 
to note down whatever charges you may be at> tliat 1 may repay 
them with thanks in the manner you order. 

“ Thus far we have, I think, settled the exploits of the Fossil 
campaign; now, to proceed on the other paiticulars of your 
letter, I cannot express to you the pleasure your said letter 
yielded me in giving me the account of the Mines, &c. but espe¬ 
cially in coi'recting the mistakes of the names and situations of 
the places 1 quoted, which I beg you would continue to do* I 
was misled by authors, but what surprises me most is that Dr, 
Lister, who was a native of those places, should be so incorrect* 

1 thank you also for the account of the subterranean wood 
in Yorkshire* I well know it abounds in most peat marshes, but 
I marked down Pimco as an example, and also chat I found it 
in the Philosophical Tmns act ions. The cbrystals found at 
Broughton will be extremely acceptable, as I never could rightly 
understand Lister, nor could get any of them. 

The strigated spar must be an elegant and curious Fossil, 
and is what I have long sought for, and am delighted you have 
procured specimens of it for me.—Dr* Short (Nat, Hist, Min* 
Waters) was my author for the petrifying well at Skipton; how¬ 
ever, 1 find your industry has procured me specimens from other 
incrusting, &c* springs, which is the same* 

I have always been puzzled with that Dowmham^sonie 
authors have placed it in Craven, some in Lancashire, and some 
even have gone so far as Wales, but 1 am obliged to you for set¬ 
ting me right. Could you get some of the crystal only to collate 
with those of Broughton, it would be very agreeable* 

The other observations you make are also of great service 
to me, I do not Jet them lay bye, for I assure you all the obser¬ 
vations in your said letter are already copied in the different 
chapters they relate to in my manuscripts* 1 write this night to 
my dear fnend Mr* Knovvltoo, and I shall inform him of the 
great pleasure I enjoy in your correspondence, and of your 
friendship in having collected me Fossils* 1 shall further ask 
him if he Is about sending up any thing to the Countess of Bur¬ 
lington, which should it happen, he may send me a box, and I 
will desire him to let you know if any opporlunity at present 
offers I if there does, you can send him the second box to for¬ 
ward me* I again repeat to you my most sincere thanks for 
your kind favours ; and remain, with great esteem, Sir, 

Your very obliged humble servant, E, M, Da Costa." 


To Mr, Da Costa. 

Good Sir, Skipion, Nov. ^2,1754* 

received your obliging favour of the ItJth instant, and first 
give me leave sincerely to thank you for your great care of my 
little concern. Possibly before this you have received the instru^ 
VoL* IV, 5 E rnent 
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meat from Mr, Pauli if please to send to him for fori 
have wrote to him by this post to deliver it to you or your order* 
There are two brass keys and two iron screws belonging to it. 

^Mt seems Mr. Paul takes amiss my desiring him to attend in 
j>eisan the meeting of the Royal Society* 1 am innocent of any 
intentional affrontj therefore am the more easy i but he has both 
spoke and wrote to Dr. Birch the Secretary about it, and men¬ 
tions its coming before them through your hands. I am sorry 
there should be any mistake: 1 little suspected it, as he was 
pleased before to bestow high encomiums upon it. However, 
be that as it will, I now rest it upon the judgment and impar¬ 
tiality of the learned Body how lar it may, or the connivance in 
general merit their regard, it being as yet unexperimented, of 
which I should be glad to know the success. 

Since I wrote last to you, 1 have been somewhat lucky in 
meeting with four specimens of curious fossils in the hands of 
William Dawson, of Langcliffe, near Settle, Esq. father of Br* 
Ambrose Dawson of London, and have prevailed upon the old 
gentleman to let me direct them to the Doctor for your inspec¬ 
tion* One is a large horn-like body, with joints. It is in two 
pieces, and there was a third of two or three joints of the thick 
end, which is now missing. Another is the figure of an Os 
Both these found in Burton coal-pits near IngJeton.^ A 
third is the figure of a large nail, in stone, found in Ribble* The 
fourth, a honeycomb-like substance, much the same of one I 
sent to Mr. KnowJton for you* The box will go from hence on 
Tuesday next, and will be in London that day-week, and if you 
will please to call upon Dr, Dawson in Grosvenor-street, 1 dare 
say he will with great pleasure shew them to you j possibly they 
may be of some use* In my last journey to Settle, I discovered 
a rock of crystals I did not know of before, and shall take the 
liberty, in the Doctor's box, to send you a few small specimens 
of them, of which please to give your opinion. There is, I be¬ 
lieve, a mine of them near Settle. 

“ 1 shall send your heavy box by water the week after next, 
and shall also re-examine your letters, and answer each particular 
with truth and perspicuity the best 1 am able, 1 have met with 
a pamphlet wrote, it is said, by a Lancashire clergyman, on the 
subject of mosses, and will send it you. 1 am now in gi^eat h^te 
as we have a busy town, being a fairi. So conclude myself. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, R. Taylor.*’ 

“ Sir, Preston, Lancashire^ Non, ^9, 1754* 

In my last a week ago I told you I should send a small box 
of Fossils to Dr* Dawson, which 1 intended, but an afikir of con¬ 
sequence to Skip ton and the adjacent country demanding my 
attendance upon Parliament, I have countermanded my first de¬ 
sign, and have packed up for you a box, in which I have inclosed 
Dr. Dawson’s parcel* It will go by the Leeds waggon, so as to 
be at the White Bear, in Basinghall-street, on Friday the ISth 
''of December, I propose being in London on Wednesday the 4th 
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oF XJeceraber, and will take the most early opportunity of seeing 

you. I hatl a letter lately from Mr- KnowltoDj which I design 
to answer from some part of Yorkshire- It is needless to say 
mom at present^ expecting so soon the pleasttre of seeing you— 
till then 1 remain^ Sir^ your most obedient servantj II, Tayloe/* 


Mr. W. Van Mildert* to Mr. Da Costa. 

" SiK, JSraddm, June 10, 17S4. 

It has given me much concern that I have not had an op¬ 
portunity of writing to you before^ as I tear you must have 
thought me extremely negligent anti inattentive. Nothing but 
a multiplicity of unavoidable engagements should have sufFered 
me to give you reason to think so j and i hatter myself the 
sequel of this will acquit me of any charge of indolenco or inat¬ 
tention to a person ivhose fnendsbip I have so much reason to 
value. One principal I'eason for not writhig soonerj was that I 
had not been able to collect any satistactoiy intelligence relative 
to the recommendatory letters you favoured me with. Being a 
sti'anger in the place^ and having at first but i^ery few acquaint¬ 
ances at Oxfoi'dj it was some time before I could gain informa¬ 
tion of those persons you mentioned 5 and wdien I gained this 
information, it was also a considerable time before I could meet 
with them at home* At Ja.st, how^ever, I had the pleasure of see¬ 
ing Dr, Parsons, who honoumd me with a very pohte and friendly 
reception, enquired very much after you, and desired J would 
pi'esent his I'espects to you when i wrote to you. He says the 
study of Natui'al Histoiy is very little pursued in Oxford, He 
intends, howe^'er, to introduce me to two ingenious gentlemen 
of Pembroke College, who are assiduous in the study of Fossils- 
He informed me that Dr, Sheffield is Keeper of the Ashmolean 
Museum, 

A few days after I met with Mr, Hornsby, who resides at 
the Observatoiy, and is held in high estimation at Oxford, as a 
man of science and general knowledge. He received me witli 
great civility and politeness, was very earnest in his enquiries 
after you, and begged I w^ould remember his compliments. He 
has lately been engaged in a course of Lectures upon Experi¬ 
mental Philosophy, which takes up a considerable part of his 
time j his vacant hours are frequently employed in making 
astronomical obsen ations, so that it is rather a difficult matter 
to meet with Jihn disengaged* 

'^The Hon, Mr* Wenman is of All Souls College, 1 have 
called frequently at his rooms, but have never met with him at 
home I and as his rooms are always shut up, I imagine he has 
not been at Oxford this last Term. 

" I called also upon Mr. Prince the Bookseller* He has given 
me a letter for you, w'bich is now at Oxford* When I return 

* Of this excellejit Correspontleiu, since deJSeivedly honoured with a 
Mitre, see the “ Literary Anecdotes," voi* VIll* p. 148 , 

3 3 
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there, which will be about the middle of next week, I shall take 
care to send it inclosed in the frank you gave me. 

“lam afraid J can give you but an inditferent account of niy 
success in Natural History j indeed, I have not till vei’y lately 
been sufficiently settled to make many enquiries about it. 1 
have taken two or three walks to Shotover and Heddington 
quarry, but had th^ iii luck to be caught in a violent rain, which 
entirely prevented me from making any researches. There is a 
labourer at Heddington, who frequently brings Fossils to the 
Colleges, and will sell them for a trifle. He called upori me 
with a large pat cel of Heddington Selenites^ of the rhomboid, 
hexagonal, and other forms, some of them very gootl: 1 pur¬ 
chased the whole lot, about thirty specimens. When 1 come to 
town, if there are any of them ^vorth your notice, 1 need jtot tell 
you that 1 shall be happy in your acceptance of them. Besides 
these, he brought me a very large Cornu Ammonis in tolerable 
Ijresen^ation, and a few other Fossils of no great beauty or value. 

“ Oxford is, in my opinion, a pleasant place, and I 6nd niy 
time pass agreeably enough. It was my intention to liave given 
some account of it, and the manner in which I spend my timci 
hut I am at present in Northamptonshire on a visit (as you will 
see by the date of this), and, as my stay here will be but short, 
am so much engaged, that J must beg you will excuse my de¬ 
ferring it till some other oppottunity. In the mean time, if 
you think flf, when you have a leisure half hour, to honour me 
with a line, it will add one to the many obligations already con¬ 
ferred upon. Sir, your obliged humble seiwant, W. Van Mil debt.'* 


Mr. Da Costa to Philip Carteret Webb*, Esq. 

Sir, Bearbinder Lane, Feh. 21, IJhS. 

“ I herewith send you the other volume of manuscript letters 
wrote by several learned men to the celebrated JMr. Lhuyd for 
your perusal, according to your desire. You mentioned. Sir, 
to me youi' desire of making them your own by purchase, and 
ordered me to wait on you at your house to settle the price. I 
thought it, however, needless to do so till I had the pleasure of 
sending you this other ^'olume, which completes what 1 have, 
and now, as both the volumes are in your hands, on your perusal 
of them, you will find the whole to be a most noble and valuable 
Collection of Original Papers in most branches of literature. 

“ 1 have therefore the honour to inform you. Sir, that I had, 
when you first desired the loan of them, no thoughts of partiag 
with the Collection, but at my leisure time to have digested 
them, made extracts of the most valuable matters, and to have 
published them. 1 cannot say but that I have even had a very 
advantageous proposal about it; but as you seem desirous of them, 
and that my time is not at this present free^ and besides which, 
permit me to assure you ii a strong motive, that if they pass to 

^ Of wh^m iee the “ Literary Anecdotes,vol. VIL pp. 45|. 708. 

you, 
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yoUj they will be in the possession of a gentleman of eminent 
learning, and capable of making use of them to their high value 
and merit, I shall some morning next week wait on you. Sir, to 
settle the purchase. In the interim permit me^ Sir, to mention 
to you, that, as by that time you will have been able to have seen 
their chief contents, 1 offer to hint a value for them, viz, seventy 
guineas, which \ do not think too great a price. 

" However, Sir, as you perhaps may think they are too highly 
valued at the price of seventy guineas, permit me offer you some 
masons;—the Collection is very valuable, nunierous, and all un¬ 
published- Among others there are many highly to be prized, 
e. g, Baxter's Letters on Lhuyd's Archaeologia, &:c. and further, 
that it is impossible to obtain such a Collection again, as it is 
unique, and depends on the men of learning who wrote them to 
him, and he and they all have already long suffered the universal 
fate of mankind, and are no more- I will not trouble you with 
reasons of less importance, viz. that last summer Di% Fothergill 
gave twelve guineas for a small parcel of Dr, Lister's papers, 
incomplete, confused, and some even published 5 or how that I 
gave (when I was in affluence) above thirty guineas for this veiy 
Collection j and that if I still was in the same affluence, no one 
living should purchase them from me, for in my opinion such 
Collections of original papiers of learned men are a basis of lite¬ 
rature, and in themselves are invaluable. 

However, Sir, if you do not purchase them, I hold myself so 
obliged, and own such respect to you, that you are at liberty to 
peruse them as you will, and even make some extracts, provided 
on honour it he only for your own use, and not to render it 
public, or let any one have copies of them, for 1 have never suf¬ 
fered them out of my hands but to a gentleman who under my 
misfortunes proved a sincere friend. 1 am, with great respect, 
Su'j your devoted humble servant, E*M. Da Costa* 


Letters of James West*, Esq. 

To Mr* Joseph Ames. 

** Dear Sih, Lincolns Jnu, Jfln**34, 1743-4. 

Having occasion to consider when the first appointments of 
King’s Printer, or the first Patents for exclusive Printing any books 
were first granted, I should be glad lo know from y our Collec¬ 
tions who they were, with the reference where to find their Appoint¬ 
ments or Patents. 1 always take a particular pleasure in seeing 
and talking with you on the subject of old English Books, in 
which you have so well laboured for the publiek, and therefore 
shall esteem a line on this subject amongst the favours done-to. 
Sir, your most faithful servant, James West. 

'fQu, Had notWynkin or Pynson a Patent ? where is it to 
be seen ?—I have all from Edward the Sixth's time*' 

^ The leanied President of the Rojal Society; of whom sve the 
“ Literary Anecdotes," voL VI f. pp* 4d0. 705* 


To 
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To Jambs WesTj Esq. at Alseotj near Stratford-upon-Avoih 
Sir, Royal Society House^ Sept. IS, 

'' The many a vocal ions in iriy new offices have liiiherlo so ab- 
sorbed my time, that contrary to my promise, and to the i-espeet 
I owe you, I have been incapacitated from acquainting yon of 
what literary anecdotes occurred since your departure from the 
Metropolis- Few interesting discoveries offered at the Society 
till their summer adjournment, but near the close the Society 
(that I might proceed with vigour in putting the Museum and 
Libraries to order) chose by ballot three Inspectoi’s for each de¬ 
partment, viz. Lord Charles Cavendish, Dr* Bhich, and Dr. Du ca¬ 
rd, for the Libraries j and Dr. Parsons, Messrs* Colli us on and 
Baker, for the Museum. 

I immediately proceeded to work, but such was the state of 
the saitl Libraries and Museum, that ] am inclined to think the 
Augean stable was but a type of them, and 1 have often thought 
that this Augean stable of mine not only surpassed that which is 
recorded as one of Hercules s labours, but to talk electrically, 
am of opinion that it was by plus much beyond the other eleven 
Herculean labours added to it. 

Before the Inspectors could proceed, 1 was obliged to clear 
all the lava of the volcanos w'hich had covered, nay even buried 
the books and curiosities in neglect and ruin. Tliis, after many 
weeks* work, amidst the repeated curses of myriads of spiders 
and other vermin, who had held peaceable possession (without 
a pepper-corn rent) for a Jong series of years, I accomplished, 
so that, thank God, now both Libraries and Museum arc ac¬ 
cessible, and in a stale fit to be consulted by the curious. 

" The Inspectors of the Library have reviewed and collated 
the MSS* of the Norfolk Library We find eight manuscripts 
wanting, to balance which we have catalogued 45 manuscripts 
never entered before, among which is a Domesdaie book, temp. 
Henry HL 

“ Among the printed books are many very valuable and scarce, 

“ The Inspectors of the Maseum have also proceeded greatly 
in their review, and I assure you, Sir, when all is cleaned and 
arranged, there w'ill be no despicable Collection* 

At a Council of the Society soon after the adjmirnment, the 
repairing, painting, &c* of the house was taken into considera¬ 
tion, and Samuel l^l^egg. Esq* and Mr. Baker were desired to 
inspect the same, and apply to a surveyor, which they did, and 
an estimate being drawn up, I here send yoxu It appeared tliat 
the repairs would amount to 391L This being a considerable 
sum, and the Society having some thoughts of buying a piece of 
ground adjoining to the house, and of enlarging the Libraries 
and Meeting-room, &c. thereby, it was resolved to postpone all 
repaii-a, &e, till the next year. 

** 1 have now. Sir, to acquaint you that Mr. Bowyer the 
Printer, Mr. Mynde the Engraver, and iMessrs. Johnson and 
* See before, in thia Yolnrae, p. 65. 


Unwiu 
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Unwin the Stationers, for paper for printing' the Transactions, 
applied long ago to the Council for payment of their respective 
demands, mz. of ZBl 6s. 9,91. IBs. and 9Zl 19s. and are ordered 
to be paid. They have all applied to me for payment, but as I 
have no sum of the Society's answerable in the least to any one 
of the bills demanded, 1 herewith apply to you. Sir, to desire 
you to remit me the said monies for to pay them, or to give me 
your orders how I am to act in their respect. Except some few 
annual payments, 1 have not during the summer x'eceived one 
halfpenny on the Society's account,—Waiting the honour of 
your answer, I am, with great respect, Sir, 

Your veiy obliged humble servant, E, M* Da Costa. 

“ Dear Sir, Roijal Society Dec, 8, 1764. 

** 1 received your respected favour from Oxford, including a 
power of attorney for you to receive the Society's dividends. I 
presented it according to your ordei's to Lord Morton, and the 
seal of the Society was affixed to it at the Council on Thursday 
last, and it remains in my hands to return it you whenever you 
come to town. The draft for ^0/. on Messrs. Martin and Stone 
1 likewise received, and have credited your account accordingly. 
It is likely the Society will receive a good sum this year for ad¬ 
mission. Several certificates for English Members have come 
in, and many more I hear are to come in, I shall be very assi¬ 
duous in collecting contributions, but the chief part will be col^ 
lected after Lady-day, for then the year is due. 

** Literary news is scarce.—-Wax candles are to be burnt in 
the meeting room instead of tallow.—The Council have made a 
regulation that all certificates of election be read the two meet- 
ings preceding their election. 

“ Last year 1 planned a treaty of family compact between the 
Royal and Antiquaiian Societies. It Is now ratified, for the An¬ 
tiquaries I'esolved last Thui'sday in Council to present all their 
Works to the Royal Society, and hope in return to have a pre¬ 
sent of the volumes of the Transactions published yearly by the 
Royal Society* 

1 shall extract, according to your oiders, all minutes of 
Council relative to repairs to be laid before you on your arrival 
in town.—I have delivered your message to Mr. Gorhan.—I shaM 
conclude with my humble respects to Mrs. West and the family, 
and with assuring you I am, with great submission, dear Sir, 

Your greatly obliged humble servant, E. M* Da Costa. 


To Mr. Da Costa. 

''Dear Sir, Jlscot , Oct. 1, 1765. 

I am sorry the summer is elapsed without having the plea¬ 
sure of seeing you here as you promised, as 1 think you would 
not have I'epented the journey, and the countiy has been ama¬ 
zingly fine. 1 shall, however, hope to be more lucky the next 
year. 1 return you the receipts, and shall be glad of a line by 
the return of the post, of your receipts and {jayraents, of what 
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has been done in the Library and Repo&itaryj and who liave 
tended. You are very obliging in mentioning the table of woods, 
which is univeml/y admired. It is five feet three inches long, 
by two feet eight inches broad. It contains one hundred and 
five different woods, each piece four inebes square. I have a 
tine room for the marble table, which 1 hope you will see. My 
compliments to all friends, I am, with great truth, dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble servant, West.” 


To James West, Esq. 

Dear Sir, Ro^al Society HousCt Oct, 17j 1765. 

** In its due time 1 received the honour of your letter of the 1st 
instant, inclosing the receipts for contributions, and have already 
used some few, 1 longed to do myself the honoitr of waiting on 
you at Alscot, but, alas, dear Sir, 1 am a mere Faquir, hound for the 
sake of Literature to one spot, as those East Judiau devotees are 
for the sake of Religion, My employments here are too many to 
afford me a minute*s leisure to sally forth ^ and all this yeai' i have 
only found t\Yo days to go to Mr. Salvador's at Tooting, inso¬ 
much so, that even an interesting and important excursion I 
should have made towards the confines of Sussex, I could not 
accomplish. 1 assure }^ou 1 am an enthusiast in the eniploy tins 
learned Body has conferred on me, and will continue assiduously 
indefatigable till 1 have brought this heretofore Herculaneum 
to the elegance and utility of a metropolis of Literature, such as 
becomes the dignity of so great, so illustrious a Body as this Royal 
Society, Ke-cleaning, reviewing, and arranging the Museum, 
has ocoupied part of the time, and the inspect ora, Dr, Parsons and 
Messrs, Baker and Hudson, are indefatigable t twice a week tliey 
constantly rneet, and the whole of that department is now nearly 
put in order. The inspectors for the Library have not yet met 
once; however, I am not idle there, for rc-cleaning, coliatingj 
and cataloguing the books, has absorbed full two days a week 
more. Further consider then, incidental business, such as com¬ 
mittees of papers, also of experiments. Councils, delivery of 
volumes, and other necessary avocations of the Society, has fully 
employed me at the rate (on a medium) of two days at least 
per week. Then consider private afiatrs, and you will find that, 
wretch as 1 am for the sake of literature, I have even invaded 
the Holy Decalogue by not having a seventh day of rest, so strictly 
ordered by the Law of Moses, 

Thus far you have my account of Time, Now the account 
of Tilings —Some experiments have been made on Mr, Canton's 
compressibility of water and other liquids, but the conclusive 
experiments are left till our noble President's aixival from Scot¬ 
land, which I daily expect. Literature in the vacation time is 
seldom very great, but what 1 can collect is as follows. The 
fourth volume of the * Antiquities of Herculaneum* is published, 
but no copies, as 1 bear, have yet reached this isiaud. Mr, Meer- 
man, of Rotterdam, has published his ^Ongines Typographicse/ in 

4to. 
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4 lo- It was to have been dedicated to oui'Society of Antiqu^ies^ 
and to the Academie des Inscriptions et Belles Lett res of Pans, 
but the late Emperor would have it dedicated to him 5 but, dying 
before it could be completed, it is thought necessary to dedicate 
it to the present Emperor. In this work the author maintains 
Caxton was not the first printer in England, but revives the old 
story of Corsellisj and as our friend Dr. Duearel wrote to Mr. 
Meernian some letters striving to refute the story about CopelliSj 
they are printed, and the Doctor is brought into the dispute, 
Mr. Meenuan even quotes a passage in Shakspeare, in one of hts 
Henrys, to prove there was a printer in England before Caxton. 

A prodigious fine work, coloured, in six yolumes folio, or 
OmlthologVj is now proposed at Florence. 

" I have Veceived lately perhaps the finest piece of double an¬ 
tiquity ever seen—I call it double antiquity, as it is the work of 
distant centuncs. The original is a Druid glass bead, eurioi^ly 
wrought with wreaths of the serpent (were I to ky it on Dr, 
Stukeley's gmve, 1 almost believe he would rise again). Ihis is 
in gold (really excellent workmanship), adorned with garnets or 
enamel. This setting bears the age of our Henry Vlll, or his 
daughter Elizabeth, it was found in a clay-pit in Hertfoi-dshire. 
A description and drawings of it 1 design to give to the feociety 

of Antiquaries. ^ . . 

Most un-party men do not seem to coincide so well with 
Harrison*s time-keeper 5 some even pretend to say it is but the 
companion to Mr. Stephens’ dissolvent of the stone. However, 
certain it is, that Harrison (like Garrick did formerly) by his 
success has turned many people’s brains 5 tor since, projectors 
of pendulums and time-keepers, discoverers of longitude, quad¬ 
rature of circle, and perpetual motion, are now as plenty as 

walnuts, t 

« The Literary Almanack rumours it will be a stormy day on 

Saturday the 30th of November next. ^ 

"One Mr. Riz, a Jew, is lately come from Jamaica, a man ot 
great genius in astronomy, mechaiiicks, and many of the arts. 
He has made many important discoveries in the art of dyeing; 
and has also found out a soap (an e.xti-act of Jamaica vegetables) 
which washes linen in sea-water and hard-waier, as well as in 
soft-water. We have had some trials made here at the house 
to set companies. It looks like liquorice, it will come as cheap 
as common soap, and washes full as well. It is ccrtamly^a great 
and important discovei 7 . 

The receipts of the Society have been about 
The expences for the Museum and 
Library, about - - - - 

The Clerk’s Accompt, Taxes, 

The postages and house expences 




d, £. 
320 


W 

105 

70 


o 

0 

0 

-225 


0 0 


Balance about 0 o 


1 desired 
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I desired to know about the table of woods and the sizes of 
the samplesj only to govern myself in regard to the marbles^ but 
all the samples of marbles I can get do not run so large as four 
inches square, my, few above three inches square ^ cannot we 
therefore, dear Sir, make it of pieces three inches square, and so 
to contain more than 108 kinds* If not to be done so, 1 am 
afraid vve shall not so easily get our required assortment* 

'' At this very time there is a Council met about the Obser¬ 
vatory, and another is fixed for Thursday next* I am. Sir, 

** Your obliged humble servant, E* M- Da Costa*^' 


To Mr* Da Costa. 

Jan, 16, 1767* Mr, West repeats his thanks to Mr. Da 
Costa for his very instructive book, and must desire another 
volume, and whatever morning or evening he passes this way, 
will be happy to see him, as he has many que^stions to ask him* 
That ingenious Mrs* Thomas now Jives veiy near Mr* West in 
the country, and will give Mj\ Da Costa a meeting at Mr* West's 
in the summer.—In the mean time pray taste an Alscot hare*“ 
Jan. 18, 1767* Mr. West returns ]\Ir. Da Costa’s very cu¬ 
rious Correspondence with thanks for the very great pleasure 
and knowledge he has received thei’efrom. He has gone through 
to 1760. If there be any more, he will be vastly obliged for the 
sight of them* He does not wonder at his acquiring Regal and 
imperial honoui*s in Natui-aJ History, on the true foundation of 
real merit, and the God-Hke sentence in all rewards for human 
knowledge f —Deiur Dignissimo. 

Mr. Da Costa to the Right Hon- Hugh Lord 
Willoughby de Parham t;. 

My Lord, Bwbinder Lane^ March 16,1756* 

The following paper consists of some observations made 
jointly by a foreign clergyman and myself on the subject of the 
Amnujca Dea, found in an inscription on an altar lately shewn 
to this learned Body. Permit me, my Lord, to observe to your 
Lordship, and this illustrious Society, that as neither my learned 
fiiend or myself are any wise adepts in illustrating antient in¬ 
scriptions or monuments impaired by the devouring teeth of 
Time, we hope for your Lordship's and the Society's pardon 
from your known candor, rather than expect your applause 
from any attic salt or strong reasoning which occurs in it j and 
we were more bent to expose our own incapacity, than be in 

♦ Of tbrs CorrespoTidence with bis learne^d Friends, Mr. Da Costa bad 
filled Fourteen large Volutnes j all which became mine by purchase, and 
are since regularly classed and chronologically arranged. 

-J* Mr. Da Costa was a Member of several Learned Societies on the 
Continent.-^Some account of hito and of his Family may be seen in Gent. 
Mag. vol. LXXXlJ. part i. pp. 25, 205, 512 ; and part ii* p* 329* 

% President of the Society of Antiquaries j of whom f^ee the “ Literary 
Anecdotes/' vol. Vll. pp* 470* 713. 

any 
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any manner wantingj as lovers of Litei’ateire, to acknowledge 
our respect to the laudable institution of this truly learned 
Society* Permit me, my Lord, as an exordium to our paper, to 
slightly inform this Society of our proposed subject, mz. on the 
26th of January hist the Rev^ the Dean of Exeter produced before 
the Society two small stone Roman Altars, found at Thurlraore 
in Northumberland, near to the Homan wall ^ and on the 9th 
of Februajy Walter Bowman, Esq. pleasured the Society with 
an accurate and learned letter illustt'ating the inacrlptions on 
them. The said gentleman found on one of the altars mention 
made of an ^mjjtcEa Dea^ which he acknowledged was a deity 
hitherto unknown to him, and whose origin seemed to be un¬ 
certain and obscure, it is not only on this Ammaea Dca my 
hriend and I have turned our thoughts, and therefore we beg 
leave to intimate to the Society that we do not intend any illus¬ 
tration, 8tc* whatever on these altars or their inscriptions, but 
purely confine ourselves to the subject as far only as relates to 
this hitherto unknown goddess, this or her origin* 

After Mr, Bow'man's paper tvas read, I had the honour to 
inform the Society, that as I thought the Hebrew word Ama 
signified a nurse, 1 imagined this Goddess might be a Dea Ntttrix 
of Oriental origin; but 1 was mistaken in that etymology j for 
though | 1 D«, ajjian, signifies to nourish, and 13 amenet, is used 
for a nurse in Ruth, iv* 16, and in other places of the Scripture; 
yet the different sound and different analogy of the lettei's of 
each word, deter me from maintaining any derivation thence* 
1 might perhaps allow the origin of the word Nammon or 
ttia fj’om it, but even then it seems rather derived from riDn, Hama, 
the Sun, from niittn, Hamona, a multitude j or, most likely of 
all, and which is the most received opinion, from the Greek word 
, sand^ A greater equality of sound, and analogy of letters are 
found between Ammisa and the Hebrew word nosij which I before 
mistook to signify a nurse, but which in reality only and strictly 
signifies a maid servant* However, J cannot hence derive its 
origin; for the letters agree, yet the cheumstances of things are 
very wide, and have no connection with each other* 

It is not foreign to my subject to observe, that between the 
Chaldsean woi'd B'dh, Ammiaf which signifies nations, Dan* iv, 5, 
and Ezi^a, iv* 10, and our word Ammd^at there is a great analogy 
of sound and lettem, and that consequently this name in the in-^ 
scription might be remlered by ^ Nationalis dea sive Dea Na- 
tionis,’ which explanation may perhaps be applauded by many; 
yet this to me has its objection, in that the nations, in their in¬ 
scriptions dedicated to their Gods, always added to their proper 
names the other names applied to them, as, e. g. Juno Aramona, 
Ceres Eleusina, Cybele Phrygia, &c* This may be collected 
even from Acts, xix, 28, where the enraged jjeopie did not call 
' Magna est Dea Ephesia/ but Magna est Diana Ephesiomm/ 

I am therefore entirely of opinion that this Goddess AmmcEa 
had her origin from Clmldeea, and that the etymology of her 

name 
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mme is from the Chaldsean word Ammil, mother; anti 
whereas the Chaldaic language is the eldest branch of the Hebrew, 
it is certain that this Chaldaic word itself has its origin from the 
Hebrew word which also signifies mother, 

" 7'hat Idolatry and Learning from their first institution tra¬ 
velled from the East to tlie West, is an a^iom, I believe, not to 
be disputed. The Greeks received their divinities from the 
Egyptians, and the Romans theirs from both nations, Lucan 
justly remarks in these verses of his 71h Book on Egypt, of the 
deities adopted from that country. 

Nos in templa tuam Roman a aecepimus Isim, 
Semideosque canes et sisira jubentia luctus, 

Et quern tu plangens hominum testaris Osirim/ 

Tliese nations, therefore, with their exotic gods, naturalized 
and adopted exotic names, Cadmus, it is certain, brought the 
Greek letters from Phoanicia about the time of Joshua. From 
whence indeetl is Cadmus himself hut from the East } which 
his very name enough testifies, as is demonstrated by A, Holie- 
wisch in hts ^ Grammatica Graeca/ Whence are the names of 
the Greek letters derived but from the Hebrew alpliabet, by 
changing into ^Ipha, Beth into Beta, Gimel into Ga^nmaj 

&c .} nay, Bochart, in his Canaan, p. 48S, demonstrates, that 
the lettei^s of other nations are primanly derived from the He¬ 
brew. The Grecian Philosophers, as Orpheus, Pythagoras, 
PJatOj &c. from their thirst of tracing knowledge at the fountain 
head, visited Egypt and almost all the East, and from thence 
brought the sciences, hitherto exoticks, to their country, and 
with them their exotic names, which they adopted and natural¬ 
ized. Will any one dissent from me in affirtning that tlie Ro¬ 
mans also borrowed some things from the Orientals, however 
that their arts and sciences they principally had from the Greeks; 
and also that after they had subdued Jiidsca, Egypt, and Greece 
under the Roman yoke, they naturalized many words, not only 
from those countries, but also from the neighbouring people, 
as the Osces, the Sabines, the Volscians, and even froui the Gauis, 
the Germans, and the Spaniards, which no doubt is the origin 
of the barbarisms which crept in and corrupted the standard of 
the Roman language. 

These exotic tvords the Romans afterwaids turned and natu¬ 
ralized to their own idiom, either by prefixion, duplication, in¬ 
terpolation, or by apenthesin of one letter ^ e. g. cumm and 
eamea from riD'ip, cumahj stature or height; camehn virgines from 
yoc^A( 3 £i Ofiai; and here from the Chaldaean woi-d tiDK, ama^ the 
Greeks formed jiiotjutjut??, and the Romans, by a prefixioa and dupli¬ 
cation of the letter ni on this word, formed mammUf equally sig- 
nifying mother or nurse. Even the Germans (no doubt from the 
Teutonic) to this very day call a nurse Anmaf and the Spaniards 
and Portuguese Ama, Nor can 1 here pass over in silence that 
the most ancient Romans, according to Cardanus, used the word 
without the least change of the Chaldaic word, for a 

spiritual 
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spiritual or ghostly mother j so that Ammira Dea comes to be 
the same as * Mater Dea^ sire Matema sive Nationahs Deaand 
fi om hence one may very justly judge or infer that this inscription 
was erected by the Centurion" to the honour of the Diva Mater, 
However, it seems very strange, that among all ’ the I'emains 
of antiquity, at least to my knowledge, no such a divinity as an 
Amjjma Dm has hitherto ever appeared 5 but, with your Lord- 
ship's and the Society's permission, I think it may be allowed me 
to imagine that this Centurion might himself have been a native 
of some conquered country, a Sabine or an Oriental, where the 
word Ama was used as Mater or Mother, or that his family might 
have been thence, and therefore that this Ammiea Dea^ or Dira 
Mater, might have been a Penates of his own country, or Of his 
particular tamily, to whom he erected this altar through an act 
of devotion. If I mistake not, my Lord, such instances occur, 
but at best I only otfer it as a vague conjecture. 

“ My Lord, I beg your Lordship’s and the Society’s pardon 
for troubling you thus with my rude and vague conjectures; but 
permit me to assure your Lordship and the Society that I think 
it my duty as a Member to participate with the Society whatever 
my capactty enables me to produce, towards the forwarding the 
study of Antiquity, for which this Society is founded, and to 
exhibit it to this learned body, as my tribute fqr the great honour 
done me, I remain, with great respect, my Lord, your Lord¬ 
ship’s and the Society's most obedient and most devoted hum¬ 
ble servant, " Emanuel Mendes Da Costa.” 

My Lord, Bear hinder Lane, March 52, 1759. 

I presume to trouble your Lordship with the following ex¬ 
tract of a Letter I received from Dr. Edward Wright*, dated at 
Edinburgh the 14th instant, relating to some antiquities lately 
discovered in Scotland, which if your Lordship deems worthy, 1 
desire may be communicated to the learned Society of Anti¬ 
quaries. It is as follows :—' As you arc a Member of the Society 
of Antiquaries, I must trouble you with an account of some an¬ 
tiquities lately discovered at Alloa in this our North Britain. In 
August or September last some workmen in digging a sandy 
declivity there, discovered several urns well preserved, containing 
ashes and burnt bones, which they, out of eagerness to come 
at some treasure that they imagined to be concealeil in them, 
broke all to pieces, except one w^hich was preserved by the care 
of Mr, James Laurie, Clerk of the Custom-house, and is now in 
the possession of Mr. John Erskine in AUoa. The inclosed 
drawing is the figure of it as it was sent me by Mr, Laurie, with 
the.following account of the discovery:—Dimensions of the 
Urn—^Within the mouth S inches, greatest bulge 11 inches, 
height 12 inches. The above, and seven or eight more, full 
of white burnt human bones (except about two inches of earth 
on the top) were found in a sandy rising ground, at the head of 

^ Of these Letters I have a large Collectiun*—See the " Literary 
Anecdotes,** vol. IX. p* 813, 

the 
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the town of Alloa* Most of them were larger than the above, 
and some of them as large again. The bones appear to have 
been burnt, and when touched, go to ashes* The Urns fomed 
like half a circle, about a void space, which was laid with a 
large flat stone, built on both sides and at head and foot with 
dry stones, and a large hat one above* It contained a consider- 
able jmmber of large bones, ciuefly of legs and arms, which ap¬ 
peared vei’y fresh. The Urns were about a foot and a half, and 
the void space about three feet from the surface, 

■' Mr, Laurie likewise sent me a piece of one of the broken 
Urns, which i found to be a composition of the common mica" 
ceous rock of the country, gjossiy pow'dered, and clay, kneaded 
together in a rude manner, and of a red colour on the surface, 
to the depth of somewhat less than a line, which is evidently 
owing to nothing else than their being superficially baked, though 
Dr. Lister, in the Philosopliical Transactions, is of opinion, 
that this red colour of the surface (which he had observed in 
some antique Urns found in the North of England), is the efieci 
of some tincturing liquor or varnish. Though the composition 
of these Urns is but coarse, yet as the figure is elegant, X make 
no doubt of their being Roman j for amongst the autients, as 
well as with us at this day, regard must always have been had 
to the condition of the i>eisons for whom any sort of works 
we^ intended ^ besides, that with respect to all the Roman re¬ 
mains in Britain, whether of a public or private kind, it must 
be considered that they are the works of military people, who 
had neither taste nor leisure for so much elegance, as is to be 
observ^ in those of that nation stilt extant in Italy and other 
countries nearer to the centre of their power* 1 shall add but 
one remark more concerning the above discovery, which is, that 
the spot where the Urns were found seems to have been the 
burial-place of a particular family, and that the large bones 
contained in the cavity built with stones seems to have been 
such as were too large for being put into the Unis, or were not 
enough burnt for tliat purpose,* I am, with great respect, &c. 

E* M* Da Costa." 

"" My Lord, Feh. 5, 177G, ' 

The antique earthenware I have the honour to exhibit to 
the Society is from Sicily: Earthen utensils of various kinds 
are frequently found in the antient sepulchres in the neighbour^ 
hood of Palermo, and the Antiquaries in that island are in doubt 
whether they are Roman or Phenician, as my correspondent, 
who is an eminent antiquary there, informs me. I am, with 
with gTcat respect, my Lord, &c* E. M. Da Costa/' 


Mr. George Edwards to Mr. Da Costa. 

I have just sold all my drawings of Birds, &c* to Lord Bute j 
1 suppose for the King*3 use. Ide paid me for them SOO^. G. E.'^ 

* Of this eminent Naturalist see the ** Literary Anecdotes," voh V'lh 
pp* 122, 559*—This Letter is not dated. 

The 
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The Rev. Dr. John Calder. 

Of this learned and benevolent Divine, a brief Memoir has 
been given in the Literary Anecdotes/' voh IX. p, 805 1 to 
which the liberal communications of his worthy Relict, and sub- 
sef^uently of her Executors, enable me to add a few particulars, 
and also with a selection of his CoiTespondence with some Lite- 
mry Charactei's of eminence. 

After Dr. Catder had relinquished his Meeting-house, he con¬ 
scientiously declined every part of the ministerial function, as 
appeal's by the following Letter to a Friend whom he had many 
years before baptized: 

On considering the late alterations of the Toleration Act 
under which I exercised for many years the office of a Dissenting 
Minister, I find I can neither satisfy myself in submitting to it, 
nor be legally authorised in the continuance of an employment 
which 1 have for some years past laid aside. In my present mind 
and circumstances 1 am unwilling to render myself obnoxious 
to a prosecution without the prospect of doing any sort of essen¬ 
tial service to the community, or even to an individual. Yon 
must therefore excuse my declining to baptize your cliildj al¬ 
though the consideration of my having baptized yourself pleaded 
strongly with me to have departed from the line of conduct to 
which I mean for the future to adhere. With the most warm 
and sincere good wishes for yourself, wife and child/* 

In November 1776 Dr. Calder drew up the plan, and contri¬ 
buted several Papers to the First Number of a Periodical Work, 
in the nature of Review and Magazine, called "" The Selector,” 
printed for Laidler, Prince's-street, Leicester-fields. Of this 
Publication he thus freely speaks in one of his Letters: 

“ Some of the articles which I furnished, as for example the 
little Essay of Dr. Hawkesworth, &c. were not printed with my 
signature F ^ but I have added it to every thing that I can recol¬ 
lect I and where you do not find it either printed or written, I 
am no way concerned. The second number, which contains 
some materials which 1 supplied, was industriously concealed 
from me > I never saw it till it was printed. With any future 
number I have nothing to do, nor was even the first, in which 
I was most consulted, printed according to my direction. The 
Plan I drew up, all but the paragraph which I have marked 
with a i>arentbests/* 

He projected, also, a Foreign Intelligencer, on the nide 
plan of an English Newspaper, to be published twice a week, 
for the instruction and entertainment of Scholars, Merchants, 
and Men of Business.”—Qu. If ever carried into effect ? 

Dr. Calder contiibuted a very curious and elaborate article to 
the Biographia Britannia," on the Courieej^ Family, 

On 
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On the ’ subject of his Annotations on the Taller, Spectator, 

Guardian, I find this memorandum : 

" On my coming to settle in London, above half a eentiirv 
ago, I was engaged to prepare a new Edition of the Tatler, Spec¬ 
tator, and Guardian, with Notes and Illustrations, by such of 
the Booksellers as before the last Act of Parliament limiting the 
property of Copy-right took place, claimed an exclusive right to 
these books. I had begun this work at Alnwick for Dr. Percy, 
late Bishop of Dromore, who, on ray coming to town, entirely 
relinquished his contract for this purpose to me, on whom it 
devolved with the consent and at the request of the Booksellers 
above-mentioned. In consequence of this engagement, 1 applied 
for information, personally, or by writing, to all such of the ori¬ 
ginal writers in these periodical publications as 1 could learn 
were still living, J got Air. Cadell, the most eminent of the Con¬ 
tractors, to accompany and introduce me to Dr. Pearce, Bishop 
of Rochester, then resident at Bromley. We dined and spent 
a pleasing day with him thercj which produced an epistolary 
correspondence with liim for several years. His Lordship most 
obligingly undertook to revise the books, and to communicate 
to me such remarks as might occur to him proper for the if lus¬ 
tration of them. His Chaplain, who was at dinner, kindly of¬ 
fered me his service in the same way. To save his Lordship the 
trouble, I begged be would just raenfion to him any thing that 
In his Lordship’s opinion he might think it proper for an anno¬ 
tator 1o notice. Nevertheless, all his Lordship's intelligence and 
remarks were transmitted to me in his own hand-writing. In 
the course of our conversation, his Lordship obsened, that at his 
advanced age he found much difficulty in reading from the glare 
from one of the improzjemen/s backwards in fashionable typogra¬ 
phy, viz, the greif printing. Recollecting this, I sent his Lord- 
ship, for his easier perusal of them, the first octavo copies of the 
Taller and S|>ectator edited at the singular high price of a guinea 
each volume, neatly bound, in compliment to Sir Richard Steele, 
with a list of numerous and distinguished subscribers, in the first 
classes of beauty, literature, and taste, therr original copies in 
folio being generally deficient, in consequence of many papers 
being* borrowed, and lost. These his Lordship thankfully re¬ 
ceived, re-read, aud retumed,to me, with his remarks upon them/* 

One of the most important events of Dr, Calder’s Literary Life 
was a contnict which be made, in 1773, to prepare for the press a 
new Kdition of Chambers’s Cyclopjedia.” This project unfor¬ 
tunately terminated to the dissatisfaction of all parties, and was 
the cause of some unhappy years to Dr. Calder j and as this cir¬ 
cumstance may possibly find a niche in a future Volume either 
of the Quarrels*' or the Calamities of Authors/’ some further 
account of it shall here be given* 

Previously to the undertalcing, Dr* Calder thus fully submitted 
to the Proprietors his ideas of the State and Design of the Work. 

As 
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" A 3 I appi-ehend it, the Desiga of the " Cyclopjedia" is, or 
should be, 

** I, To throw the Sappkmeot into the Dictionary, according 
to the order of the Alphabet. 

" 2. To abridge, 1st, the Dictionary wherever it will admit 
of abridgment without prejudice. 

3, To abridge, 2dly, the Supplement, which very much 
needs abridgment, and will be vastly the better for it, 

4, To incorporate the substance of the Supplement in such 
a manner as to make an uniform work, and so as to include the 
whole, if possible, in three, and at most in four volumes folio," 

5, To coiTect the feults and errors both of the Dictionary and 
of the Supplement to it, and many, very many, there are in both. 

6* In doing this an attention must be paid, not only to the 
smaller errata which have often- happened, and could hardly be 
altogether avoided in the course of so extensive a work, not with- 
standing the utmost care of the author, the editors, and the 
prmters ^ but also to throw out all vain repetitions, all distinctions 
without difference, all quotations of trifling authorities, all unne¬ 
cessary explanations, all uninteresting and over-long details, and 
to diminish, as much as possible, the references from one volume 
to another, and from one place of a volume to other places of it, 

7, But care must be taken in doing this, not to alter or omit 
references, where they make a part of Chambers’s original plan, 
and are plainly and purposely inseited by the author, in conse¬ 
quence of the general sketch and analysis of knowledge given 
in the beginning of the first volume as an Introduction to his 
Dictionary, and the ground-work of it* An inattention to this 
must introduce strange confusion, and though it might appear 
to superficial readers an alteration for the better, and would be 
so certainly in some respects, yet it would be in the main a real 
and a great prejudice to the work. These references are ordi¬ 
narily, though perhaps sometimes unnecessarily, made on pur¬ 
pose to mark a division or subdivision of science, agreeably to 
the author's geneml scheme of it, which, for its j udiciousness and 
accuracy, has never, so far as 1 know, been exceeded, unless it 
be by the equally just and ingenious analysis of knowledge pub¬ 
lished since by the authors of the French Enc^clopedie^ which 
ought, I think, to be entirely ti-anslated and published at the be¬ 
ginning of this Work. Often where the reason above-mentioned 
cannot justly be all edged for giving the reader this trouble, the 
references in Chambers’s own Dictionary are very judicious, be¬ 
cause very useful or expedient. The authors of the Supplement 
appear to me to have had no idea of Chambers’s design in his 
references, and have multiplied their references enormously, 
almost always without judgment, and often without the smallest 
necessity. They seem to have thought that the value of tbeir 
book depended on the number of their articles. 

Sp In the Dictionai’y itself, therefore, in all cases wliere the 
above-iDcntioned reasons for them are not obvious, a diminution 
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or eten a total rejection of tbe references^ will not only !>e no 
injury, but a real advantage to the work, in the way they stood 
at first, and as they stand now, notwithstanding what has been 
done towards the Work, the being obliged to turn five or six 
times or oftener to different volumes, or different places in the 
same volume, to get all that is to be got in the book, on trifling 
or no very interesting subjects, is a heavy tax on the reader’s 
time and patience. With regard to the Supplement, great liberty 
has been justly taken, and greater liberties might, I think, be 
stiU taken, in throwing out the references ^ and yet, I know not 
for what reason, others, many others are introduced into the 
room of them, the erasement of which I am clear in recom¬ 
mending to the Proprietors of the Work upon many accounts. 

** 9. In the present state of the Work (1 speak of it just as it 
now lies before me) the references are still more numerous than 
necessary, and after all the judgment and pains that can be em¬ 
ployed to lessen them, and to prevent their multiplication in the 
progress of the Work, they will still be very numerous and veiy 
troublesome to the reader^ therefore, to prevent as much as may 
be embarrassmeht and trouble from them, and to render them 
as useful as possible for the purposes of them, some sheets must 
be added to the end of each volume, to exhibit them in one view 
to the reader, under the division, the sub-division, or principal 
points of science to which they are reducible. 

10* But in correcting the faults of this Work (which is 
wonderfully perfect considering it as the production of one 
man), the great thing to be attended to is to rectify or reject 
popular errors, and all such passages as advance falsehoods for 
facts, or contain as certain principles, things, the eiToneousness 
of which has been detected and exposed satisfactorily since the 
year 1725 or 1727, when this work was first put to the press. 
There is here an ample. field. for the exercise of judgment and 
ingenuity, for many, very many things of this kind, were inserted 
by the author without examination, or were generally admitted 
in his time, that have been clearly disproved since his death, and 
which yet have been overlooked, or certainly left unrectified, and 
unremoved by the after Editors of his valuable work. This is a 
main point to be attended to by the Editor whoever he is, and 
upon his judicious management in this particular, the value of 
the intended Edition will very greatly depend* 

^^11. But another and a principal thing too to be considered, 
is the supplying the defects of the Work. Original defects, and 
these not a few, there are in it, nor is this to be wondered at 
when we reflect that it was the work of one man > but many 
more a new Edition of it would be justly chargeable withal, if a 
proper use was not made of the many and great improvements, 
discoveries, and additions that have been made in science, both 
at home and abroad, since the time of its first publication, which 
includes half a century of an enlightened and inquisitive age. 

12. It is obvious to remark that this must be the principal 

object 
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object of the Editor's attentionj that it must be much the most 
laborious part of Ills businessj and oblige him to infinite reading, 
thought^ and writing, 

" 13. As the authors of the French Encyclopedic have been so 
much obliged to Chambers, as they have in a manner made his 
Dictionary and the Supplement to it a great part of their volu¬ 
minous and valuable work, the Proprietors of Chambers's Dic¬ 
tionary and of the Supplement ha^'e an undoubted good title to 
make reprisals upon them, and to avail themselves as freely of 
whatever they can find in the Encyclopedie, proper to improve 
or to embellish their new Edition j and by a careful and judicious 
perusal of this capital Work, the Editor will be richly recom¬ 
pensed for his trouble, and find plentiful and valuable materials 
for his purpose. From it chiefly, and from the new books pub¬ 
lished since 1733, and not from the book that is so entitled, 
should be taken the Supplement to Chambers's Dktonary. 

14. The Editor ought to fix upon some ultimate date for 
the books to be consulted or read, beyond which he should not 
in general passj and whatever period he pitches upon, he should 
not without the greatest good reasons look into any publication, 
either foreign or domestic, prior to it; he will else distract him¬ 
self, retard the work, and put the Proprietors of it to endless 
and unnecessaiy trouble and expence. 

15. If I were the Editor I should look into no books, at 
least no domestic publications, prior to the year 1738. The last 
corrected Edition of Chambers was in 1740, and I allow two 
years backwards for the time that the Work might be printing 
otF, when the Editors could but little avail themselves of any new 
publications however proper for their purpose. 

^ 16 . Xhe preceding paragraph is grounded upon a supposi¬ 

tion, that the publisher or publishers of the Edition of 1740, 
made a proper use of all the publications in foreign or domestic 
literature, from that date backwards to the year 17^7 or 1725, 
when, if I mistake not, Chambers himself was the Editor. But 
I will not say, for, so far as 1 can yet see, I do not think that they 
have done this. The Edition before me is in 1751, which can¬ 
not be supposed inferior to that of 1740, and so far as I can 
judge from the authorities quoted (for the improvements I can 
see no other way of finding out), the Editors have been veiy 
sparing of their trouble in looking into new books, and like the 
authors of the Supplement, have chiefly had recourse to books 
well known to the author himself, and which I can hardly think 
it is worth any man's while to consult after him, I mention 
not this as a mere compliment, but I say it in pure justice to 
the abilities and industry of that very extraordinary man. 

17. The Proprietor must therefore determine whether the 
present Editor must go farther back than the year 173 S. If 
they should be of opinion that he ought, I do not know but they 
w'ould be right, and in this case the Editor must look into every 
thing of consequence that has appeared since the dale of tiie 
3 c 2 original 
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original publication by the author in 17^7, or two years before 
that period 3 but I know not w'hetber the author might not live 
to see and to correct and improve a posterior Edition of his 
Work. However that may be, upon the present supposkionj 
the Editor must take it up just whei'e the Author left it. 

** IS, Whether the Proprietors and the Editor fix upon 1725 
or upon 1738 as their ultimate periodj every publication of cha¬ 
racter and consequence at home or abroad, on every branch and 
ramification of science and literature^ must be procured, and on 
the use that the Editor makes of them, and of the Encyclopedie, 
the execution and the success of the new Edition principally de¬ 
pend. The Encydopedie siipei'sedes the necessity of procuiing 
any foreign books prior to its publication, so that there will be 
no such books wanted, but only any of note that have been pub¬ 
lished In the coui'se of the last four or five years, 

19. The Editor, however, must, notwithstanding his general 
limitations, be allowed any rare book or books, either foreign or 
domestic, which he finds that the Authors of the Encyclopedic, 
or Chambers, or his Editors, have not seen, or have|not properly 
availed themselves of* 

^O. As the Editor’s interest and chamcter must be pledged 
on the execution of his Work, he must no farther than as he is 
bound down by his agreement with them, be under the control 
of the Proprietors or Printers in any respect. 

“ 2 L With regard to what has been already done towards the 
execution of the Work, I beg leave to decline giving my opinion. 
I do not know |jerfectly the present state it is in; and if I should 
have any further concern with it, 1 must insist that the dead be 
not robbed of the merit of what has been well done by him or 
by his direction; and as, after all the pains I can be at, I shall 
have fkults of my own to answer for, 1 will not be answerable for 
those of others, I think things had better stand as they are now, 
and 1 will undertake it only on condition of being permitted to 
ascribe what has been done to the doer or director of it. I must 
say I should have been better pleased to have undertaken the 
entire work, as by what is already done it is swelled immode¬ 
rately, perhaps too unnecessarily, and not with the very best 
materials, so that it will be difficult to do full justice to it, and 
yet keep it within the bounds prescribed. The alphabets are in¬ 
deed thrown together throughout, but though this must have 
cost the executors a deal of time and of trouble, I couid almost 
wish them asunder again with all my heart, I cannot discern 
the smallest vestige of any regular plan, or of , any attempt to 
cx)mp!ete what I apprehend to be the main design of the under¬ 
taking* Nothing at all can 1 find, after the strictest search, 
done or intended towards the rectifying the faults or repairing 
the defects of the Work. Truth obliges me to say thus much, 
and any thing more than a regard to it has unwillingly extorted 
from me, I will not say upon the subject, but shall conclude this 
article with assuring you that it would have been a real pleasuic 

ter 
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to me, and a considerable inducement to the undertaking, not 

to have been obliged to have been so long upon itj or to have 
been obliged to draw it up dilfereotly* 

'' 22. i have not the vanity to think that I am altogether 
equal to this undertaking j but though 1 dare not promise to 
perfect the vvorkj I am inclined to think that i can do something 
considerable towards the perfecting it of myself, and more by 
my friends, and I am willing to. try the best I can do if we can 
agree upon the terms. 

" 23. I am not unemployed; 1 can do nothing quickly to any 
purpose; 1 have not a very large library; and 1 am by no means 
rich, 1 must therefore have sufficient leisure, the necessary 
books, and as much money as can be afforded allowed me. 

" 24. I must have two years time allowed me for the Work, 
and though I think I shall do it in less, yet I would not be un¬ 
derstood to be so bound up in point of time as not to have some 
months more than even the two years allowed me, if it be found 
neeessai'y, either on account of my health, or for the sake of 
making the Work more perfect. 

'^25- Of the books that are already collected, some 1 have got, 
others are not necessary; besides, such of them as are so, the 
Proprietors may form some tolerable judgment of what will be 
wanted from Articles IS and 19* If 1 be the Editor I shall cer¬ 
tainly make it my study to put the Pioprietors to as little ex* 
pence as possible in this way. 

" As 1 must risk my health, my interest, and my character, 
in the undertaking, and be put to great ex pence in perfecting 
the mathematical part, for occasional assistance in correspond¬ 
ence, 1 cannot think of undertaking it for any thing less 
tlian 800 guineas, one hundred of which must be paid me imme¬ 
diately upon the delivery of the books, quarterly during the 
progress of the Work, and the remainder upon the return of it 
to the Proprietors." 

By a regular contract between Dr. Calder and the Proprietors 
of the Work, Oct, 29, 1773, it was stipulated that the Doctor 
should complete the new Edition of Chambers's Dictionary, be¬ 
gun by the late Dr. Ruifhead, in the best manner he was able, 
and as soon as conveniently might be, according to his own 
written Proposal; for which the Proprietors agreed to pay him 
50i. on signing the agreement; 50/. more, quarterly, till the 
Work should ba finished at the press; and the remainder (if 
any should then remain) on tlie day of publication. 

On the faith of these Proposals the Work was undertaken by 
Dr- Calder; and the following memorantia were drawn up as 
** General Notes" for the Editor and the Printer, 

What respects Dr. Johnson, to be put in my Preface, &c. 

" The many references in the former Edition, which were so 
very troublesome to the Reader, he may easily supply the men¬ 
tion of by turning to the principal words on the subject he is 
considering. An Account of Reasons for laying aside the refe¬ 
rences and the authorities. 


“ The 
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The different kinds and species of plants, fossils, where they 
are mentioned, will be found more fully under their partiailar 
names. Where a more common word is added, it is Intended to 
refer the reader to the article under it, e, g, &c- 3 or where one 
word is said to be opposed to another, the reader is referred to thai 
other for fuller satisfaction, e. g, the longitude, latitude, 
of stars are to be seen under the- articles of the Constellations in 
which they are. Without Chambers's Dictionary, the Encjclo- 
pedie had never been either in folio or in quarto. It contains 
the general principles under every article of science, and in so 
small a compass 1 large as it may be thought by some, it can 
contain no more. The size of the French Work, which yet is 
far from perfect, is a proof of this. In the folio there are 17 
volumes of text, in the quarto 30, Nor can a larger be ventured 
upon in our language by the Proprietors of this Work, who have 
no market for any such capital Work but Britain and Ireland 
and its Colonies, whereas the French Is the universal language 
of scholai^, 

New article. Annuity,—All Latin, Fiench, and words not 
properly English, to be printed in italics. The names of the 
branches of science to which the %vords refer to be printed in 
italics, beginning always with a capital letter, as Bota?t^^ Medi^ 
cine^ Ichiheoiog^, Natural Histor^j &e. 

As this is an English Dictionary, though in Botany, Ichtheo- 
logy. Natural Bistory, Plants, &c, will be mentioned by their 
Latin names, the fullest accounts and descriptions of them w^ill 
be found under their English appellations, &c* Where no Eng^ 
Hsh names, the Reader, of coarse, will look for the Latin, 

'"All that relates to Geography, excepting only the terms and 
principles of it as a science, left out, as it appeared that the ut¬ 
most that could have been allowed on the scale of this Work for 
descriptions of kingdoms, cities, was so little to what waa 
requisite, as hardly to have put this part of the Work on a foot¬ 
ing with a common Gazetteer. 

Biography was left out for similar reasons. Where a word 
is printed in Roman capitals under any article, it is to be under¬ 
stood as a reference to what will be found under such word or 
words*—III what fell particularly under my province in this Dic¬ 
tionary, I have been careful to do justice, as far as able, to all 
pai’ties ^ neithei* to drop any thing in favour of any species of 
fanatacisn) and folly, nor any thing severe of those wim I think 
have favoured such mischievous opinions. I have been faithful, I 
hope, to the religion of humanity, the best and most authorita¬ 
tive explication of which 1 believe to be the Rev^ation of Jesus 
Christ, and to that I have adhered on the principles of a Pro¬ 
testant, regarding nothing as belonging to it which I could not 
find in the Bible, and disclaiming alike all additions to it or sub¬ 
tractions from it, whether done by private or by public autho¬ 
rity. 1 hope I have done so much to the Dictionary as will be 
sufHeient to convince my fellow-citizens that I wished 10 do 

more, 
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more, and could, if my time had permitted, have done moi'c. I 
pledge myself to the piiblick, that 1 shall, in my future study and 
conversation, be attentive to avail myself of every thing that may 
serve to make this Work less imperfect. 

'' It was proposed to, and agreed by the Proprietors, in the 
room of the many i-eferences expunged from the Supplement, 
to print a list of the pnncipal books and writers made use of in 
this Edition of the Dictionai 7 and the Supplement together/' 

Dr. Calder now began heartily to work on the new Cyclo- 
psedia/' and, as was his usual custom, soon ovej’stocked him¬ 
self with materials; having secured the voluntary assistance of 
many persons eminent in various departments of science. He 
was at that time in habits of great fi iendsbip with Mr. Archibald 
Hamilton, an intelligent Printer whom he frequently consulted, 
as appears from the three following letters: 

To the Hev, Dr. Calueb* 

Dear Sir, ^pril ^0, 1/75* 

** 1 am very son y I was not at home when you called at my 
house. I received your letter last night when I came home from 
the country, and am sony a pre-engagement will prevent me 
from attending you at the time you mention. But at any time 
you please to appoint after to-day, shall be convenient to me. 
1 am very glad to find things arc in so good a train. 

I am. Sir, 

Youi's, &c. Arch. Hamilton,” 

Dear Sir, j^pnl ^8, 1775* ■ 

1 am so exceedingly exhausted by the fatigues 1 have under¬ 
gone for a weeks that 1 am actually incapable of waiting on you 
to-morrow morning, to examine the Work with the accuracy it 
demands. On Tuesday morning 1 will pay my respeetB to you 
and am, in the mean time, dear Sir, 

** Your obedient servant, Arch. Hamilton/' 


To Mr. Longman. 

Sin, Librnrfjf Red Cross StreH, Oct. 6, 1775. 

“ You may safely assure the Partners that 1 have now no man¬ 
ner of doubt about my being in sufficient forwardness to keep 
the press at work, prov ided they will be but so obliging as to in¬ 
dulge me with the Printer who knows thoroughly'my hand and 
method, and upon whose attention and judgment I can most 
entirely rely. Jhink not that in this or in any instance what¬ 
soever I mean to dictate to the Proprietors- I know there arc 
several Printers all eminent in their waVj who have personal profit 
in the Work, and I should be very sorry to give the least ofenee 
to any of them. If 1 were not thoroughly satisfied that I apeak 
for the good of the Work, no personal friendship could induce 
me, circumstanced as 1 know the partners are, to prefer a re¬ 
quest to them in favour of one Printer rather than another 3 but 

1 must 
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I Diust request them to engage Mr. Hamilton sen. to begin it, as 
I am certain that it is very much for both the advantage and the 
expedition of the Work that he should print the first part of it. 

I must do him the justice to say, that he has more than a com¬ 
mon acquaintance with the Dictionary, and that 1 have been be¬ 
nefited by his advice In various particulars relative to it. I have 
consulted and found my advantage in consulting him in the 
course of the Work, and settled with him particularly the method 
I have followed for the direction of the Printer, which as the 
Work has gone through several hands is unavoidably intricate, 
so that it would cost me a great deal too much time and trouble 
to instruct afresh any other person properly in it. What I have 
sent is a specimen of the present state of the Work, which must 
appear perplexed, and would really be very perplexing to a 
Printer who was entirely a stranger to the method I have followed. 
On the face of the part of the Work before you, the expediency, 

I liad almost said the necessity, of indulging me in what 1 de¬ 
sire, must cleaily appear. Indeed I know of no Printer but 
Mr. Hamilton who can bring order out of such confusion; he 
must excuse me when 1 frankly acknowledge that I speak chiefiy 
in behalf of the Work, for I assure you that if I knew any other 
Printer likely to do so much good to the Work, and to save me 
so much trouble in the execution of it, as I certainly know he 
both can and will do, I should be Jess solicitous in thb applica¬ 
tion. You will likewise be pleased to remember to mention as 
you promised to the Proprietors my desire that they would pur¬ 
chase for the use of the Work the Memoirs of the Academy of 
Sciences at Paris for the last ^3 years, which may be had for 
about lOh or Vll It would, I apprehend, be very injudicious 
to scruple this additional expence, as it is really necessary to 
guard against the reproach of deficiencies and omissions other¬ 
wise unavoidable, and to supersede the disagreeable necessity 
and disparagement of second-hand and uncertain quotations. 

I am, dear Sir, yours, Blc, Johi? Calder.*’ 

In the beginning of 1776 the Work was so far advanced, that 
specimens of it was printed | and the first sheet, by general con¬ 
sent, was submitted to Dr. Johnson, who made many judicious 
remarks on It, which 1 possess in his own hand-writing, and 
which drew from Dr. Calder the following expostulatory address 
to Dr, Johnson: 

“ Sir, F^rnicars /n«, Fek 10 , 1776 . 

Your repose ought now to be sacred; your house has a 
right to a and to be considered as a sanctuary not to 

be filiglitly intruded into by any concerned m literary squabbles. 
My intrusion is the effect of compulsion, and could only have 
been constrained by necessity, which is alike regardless of cere¬ 
mony and law, i am plunged, and in some measure by your 
means, into distress almost b^eyond bearing, in consequence of a 
contract with the former Proprietors of Chambers's Dictiona^, 

which 
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which in the present state of things between us, I am equally 

incapacitated to reUnc^uisli or to fulfil* As they were attended 
with success, 1 did not regret the pains I took befoi e to ward off 
this calamity; but now it seems my ruin is become inevitable, 
and I have no other resource from oppression and infamy, but 
by engaging singly with an opulent and powerful Company 1 ® ^ 
vexatious, expensive, and, I believe, unprecedented suit, on the 
precarious issue of which my little property, which 1 earned very 
hardly, and what is more, and every thing to me, my character 
and future fortunes, must very greatly, if not entirely, depend. 

As I have not outlived the feelings which lie, 1 conceive, at 
the foundation of ail that is great or good, it 1 had even forfeited 
my life tp the laws of my country, and w'ere under sentence to 
the severest punishment they inflict, I could not have a more 
painful prospect tiian is now before me* Yet so it is,—1 must 
either manfully undergo what I shudder at the thoughts of, or 
meanly submit to drag on a miserable life in indigence and igno¬ 
miny* Dr. Johnson has, 1 am persuaded, very innocently cor^ 
tributed, from his great name, not a little to reduce me to this 
distressful alternative. The case is shortly thisAn article on 
A was, by my consent, shown to you } but, instead of delivering 
your animadversions to me as 1 expected, the printer set to work 
with them, and after some time brought me a printed curtailed 
article of his own fabrication. Dissatisfied with the article, but 
more provoked at his insolence, in an eruption of honesty, I ex¬ 
pressed a little of the indignation and contempt that I felt. The 
Printer then, without telling me any thing of the matter, caj^ried 
both articles first to one, then to another, and afterwards, 1 be^ 
lieve, to a third, whose names I must not know, but who are, 
the Printer declares, the ablest judges in the kingdom. By one 
or other, or all of these great men, a third article was manufac¬ 
tured, and in like manner as the former printed off. In this I 
discovered, as you will perceive, some frivolous additions and 
alterations! passages restored, which you, as 1 was informed, 
had expunged, and others expunged, which upon the same au¬ 
thority I was told you approved. With this 1 was yet more dis¬ 
pleased than before, but sat down coolly to revise the article, of 
which in its present state 1 should be greatly obliged to Dr. John¬ 
son if he would favour me wdth his opinion. Meanwhile I had 
transmitted some queries, drawn up as I wished, and thought 
with proper temper and good manners, for the considei’ation of 
the anonymous gentlemen. To these they did not deign to re¬ 
turn me any other answer than a verbal one, which was that 
they deserved no answer. They even proceeded so far, pre¬ 
suming I suppose on the strength of your previous dLsapproba- 
tion, with which 1 doubt not they were made acquainted, as to 
pronounce me totally unqualified for my employment. Mr. Long¬ 
man, relying implicitly on this genera! censure, without specify¬ 
ing a single objection to any thing, then informed me that it 
was the determination of the Proprietors not to print the Work 

under 
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under my direct!onj and to apply to the Chancellor to set aside 
our agreement. 

The principal additions to the only part of the Work which 
these gentlemen could secj which amount to more than a quire 
and a half of closely written paper, and which have most of them 
undergone various and respectable revisals, ought doubtless to 
have beeu seen and considered, but they remained uninspected 
in my desk. 

Far removed as I am from my early friendships, 1 might 
still have found a common fnend to have told you this better, 
and to have spared me this tedious and awkward introduction, 
but I have been used to live on a footing of equality with my 
friends, and very seldom trouble people to do that for me wliich 
I can do in any way for myself* The request I have to make is 
besides so small, and in my circumstances so little unreasonable, 
that so far as I can judge of Dr. Johnson, from his writings, his 
general character, and the account of such of his fiieods and ac¬ 
quaintances as I have the honour to reckon among mine, 1 flatter 
myself he will grant it. It is only, Sir, the favour of half an 
hour's conversation with you on the subject, in the course of 
which I promise you 1 shall be perfectly ingenuous, and inform 
you truly of the general state of this affair, and of some things 
which you can best and only know from myself. The know¬ 
ledge I tender is, I conceive, proper, indeed necessary, to enable 
you to act or advise, if yet you should think fit to do either, with 
certainty and faii'ncss; or it is such as I rather believe may de¬ 
termine you to leave things to their course, and to withhold en¬ 
tirely and in every way your countenance from the booksellers, 
m a measure, which, not to speak my own sentiments of it, and 
waiving the opinions of my friends about it, must, 1 am inclined 
to believe, appear to the publick when acquainted with it, out¬ 
rageous injustice. 

Fity is so near akin to contempt, that from one of Dr. John¬ 
son's reputation in a Republic with which 1 presume to claim 
some little connection, 1 should regret to he obliged to it for 
even the smallest mitigation of my present perplexity. If you 
please to indulge me with a meeting in any way and at any time 
or place you think most convenient for yourself, I presume on 
being able to convince you that I had ^ome title to better treat¬ 
ment, and that in this particular case I have done more, very 
much more, for the sake of peace and the satisfaction of my 
employers, than could ever have been required of me upon any 
construction of my agreement. I am. Sir, 

Yours most respectfully, John Calueh*" 

This Letter much affected Dr. Johnson j who wrote, in con¬ 
sequence of it, the Letter to Mr. Hamilton which is printed in 
the " Literary Anecdotes,*' vol. IX. p* 805 ; and also the follow¬ 
ing short Letter to Dr, Colder : 
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« Sir, Peb. 19, 1776. 

1 saw Mr. -- on Saturday^ and find that Mr. Hamilton 

had shewn him my letter* Mr. —-- is, ^ 1 feared, so angry 

and so resolute that 1 could not impress him in your favour, 
nor have any hope from him. If any thing is done, it must be 
with the other Proprietors. 1 am sorry for it .—1 am. Sir, 

Your very humble servant, S am . Jo hn s o n. 

Desirous that the Work might be rendered as perfect as pos¬ 
sible, the Proprietors liad submitted some of the early parts of the 
MS. to three other learned Friends, whose names were not com¬ 
municated to Dr. Calder, but whose Letters here follow j 

At your desire, 1 have looked over letter B of Chambers s 
Dictionary, and the great importance of having that curious 
Work well finished, must be my excuse for a freedom of animadver¬ 
sion I should otherwise have been extremely unwilling to assume. 

I have not read evei’y altei'aiion and article regularly through, 
nor do 1 pretend to enter into the particular merits of all the 
insertions. 1 have, however, examined them with sufficient at¬ 
tention to discover that they are in general too diffusive and de¬ 
sultory, when the nature of the Work certainly lequired them 
to be abridged as concisely as possible. Mtiltujn ift parvo is the 
Editor’s proper motto j whereas 1 am fully persuaded, that at the 
present rate of proceeding, the whole will not come into six 
volumes. Thus the article BAagMEXEK, already a very long one 
in Chambers, is now at least doubled, and amplified into a trea¬ 
tise, which, besides the pi^eceding objection, exposes the Dic¬ 
tionary to the danger of repetitions and even contradictions. 
Nor is this a groundless surmise , there is an addition made to 
the article Bitumen, which does not incorporate well with the 
Work; and in proof that it does not, is its treating of Bitumen 
gmeralhj, though directed to be placed under a paticular species 
of it, as well as its supplying a duplicate enumeration of the 
species of hard or solid Bitumens. The additions made to the 
article Brass agree yet worse with the Work tlran that on Bitu¬ 
men. Chambers says, ' Pure brass is not malleable unless hot i 
when cold it breaks.* The present Editor says, ‘ Brass is brittle 
when hot, but is so ductile when cold, that it may be drawn into 
very fine wire.* You will probably agree with me that these as¬ 
sertions have an awkward look when con basted together, and 
that one of them ought therefore to be withdrawn. 

Under the article Bishop there is but little added, yet that 
little is exposed to just objection. To what is said in the Dic¬ 
tionary of the Consecration of Bishops, the present Editor sub¬ 
joins, ^ that the Ceremony of the Consecration Is sometimes 
waived, as in the case of the present Bishop of Osnaburg, one of 
the best Bishops in Christendom > his Reverence was born a 
Bishop.* Now, not to mention that this officious remark betrays 
an unbecoming propensity to sneer at Episcopal Establishments, 
is-it in character to introduce temporaiy jests in a scientifical 

Work. 
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Work. How far ought the discretion of such a writer to be 
trusted ? 

“ The game of Backgammon was mentioned in the Work, 
not satisfactorily indeed, hut then the opportunity of improving 
it o&red, instead of which it is totally expunged ! Yet an ac¬ 
count of the game of Brag is suffered to remain, and well it 
might remain, since it is plain iiom the present Editor supplying 
another ai'tide under that head, that he overlooked It, So that 
now the Dictionary contains two detached articles on the game 
of Bffig; the one giving the genei'al rules of it, the other pro¬ 
fessing to leave the explanation of games unsupplied, and wish¬ 
ing them ever to remain so—a declaration that might stand 
better in a Sermon than in a Dictionary where the reader has a 
clear right to the information he seeks. 

** There are some articles added that I cannot but deem of a 
frivolous nature. Such are, 

“ Banian Days, to explain a cant term for those days on 
which sailors have no flesh in their messes. 

“ Bird-Catching, in which the method of catching small 
birds w'iih the small clap-net, explained, as 1 think (for I have 
not the book at hand), in the DicL Rustkum, 60 or 70 years 
ago, is treated as a most curious art, and these bird-catcher^ 
called substantial men, at the same time that they arc described 
to be chiefly Weavers about Shoreditch. 

“ Boy of Bilson. This story of a boy who pretended to piss 
pins, &c. though above an hundred years old, and to be met with 
in many books, is referred to in the Annual Register for 
Conformable to this, he ought certainly not to forget Elizabeth 
Canning, the ghost in Cock-lane, nor that at Stockwell. 

“ Baking. Under this article, the method of baking dogs 
and hogs at Otaheite is circumstantially detailed, though it will 
scarcely tend to improve either our culinary art, or our philoso¬ 
phy. The people of Otaheite are indeed frequently quoted on 
occasions that deserve no place in a Work of this kind, as not 
being likely to teach us any thing worth learning. Let the in¬ 
stances determine. 

“ The plan of arrangement on which this Work was originally 
conducted, is now but little attended to, though the present 
Editor ought either to have conformed to thatf or have reduced 
that to his method. That was to give the articles in Natural 
History and Botany under the English popular names as best 
known, retaining the technical names as mere references to 
them } so that no person, learned or unlearned, might be disap¬ 
pointed in his search. Tn the few articles now added, the Editor 
has either neglected or rejected this digest^ and has introduced 
an irregularity where uniformity in any method must be a merit. 
Under a new article, Bradupus, an animal popularly known by 
the name of the Sloths is described, which regularly ought to 
have been described under S, and referred to from B. 


“ Again, 
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A^in, all substantives distinguished by adjectives are in the 
Dictianary ranked in a subordinate arrangement under the sub¬ 
stantives Thus, if the Editor had any observations to add relat¬ 
ing to the Quben Bee, it would naturally form an article under 
Bee 3 whereas, thei^ is a reference made to Queen 
treated of under Q, which is another innovation attended with 
no advantage to atone for breach of regularity. See thiE mode 
of arrangement more particularly explained in the Monthly Re¬ 
view, voL XL. p. 13 . 1 j * * 11 

“ I cannot think the language now introduced ss m all cases 

sufficiently clear and definite, e. g, under Bread, ^ said, 

' Man, who appears designed by nature to eat of all substances 
which are capable of nourishing him, and stUl more of vegetables 
than of animals, so far as we can learn from history, has/ &c. 
Now, not to contest the point, whether the testimony of history 
and travellers will prove man move disposed to vegetable than to 
animal food, which may at least be doubted, the first thing pre¬ 
mised is no more characteristic of a man than of any other ani¬ 
mal 5 for what an]/ animal ^vill not cat, we may fairly conclude 
not to be its natural aliment. 

The Work still continues to be deprived of authorities, those 
Cited by the present Editor excepted. Among these Dodsleys 
Annual Register frequently appears, though it is itself but a mere 
compilation, and therefore a second-hand authority. Writers 
are even sometimes by name through the medium of the Annual 
Register. But there is an authority still more open to objection, 
which is twice referred to, in strong terms of approbation, and 
this is the quarto ^ Encyclopsedia Britannica,* a late Scots rival 
publication in little esteem I These I'eferences to it are in the 
very verbose additions to the article Botany. 

To conclude a disagreeable task, 1 must remark, that the 
language of the whole is intended to be loaded with italics. 
Tech^al words naturalized from other languages, together with 
proper names of persons, places, &c, are all scored for italics 3 
for a pregnant instance of which see the article Bible. 

“ I have now. Sir, nothing to add, but that, having endea¬ 
voured to fulfil your request, in giving my opinion of this de¬ 
tached portion of Chambers in its present state, which 1 under¬ 
stand is its finished state, 1 rest myself entirely on the event of 
one plain question easily determined—Are these things so ? If 
they are, I eannot suppose any of the partners in the Work will 
think the hand that points them out in time has been improperly 
employed 3 though, from the nature of the task, I wish it had 
been imposed on any one rather than onj Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, * * 


“Bear Sir, [ 1776 *] 

** 1 have just now run over your proof, and am clearly of opi¬ 
nion that there is great room for correction. Whoever has struck 
out a great part of the first article, has been a man of judgment, 

and 
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and has had very good reasons for his marks of reprobation, 

' The simplest of others* is nonsense,—The intimation that, ^ the 
first Tocal sound of males is a, and that of the females is only 
worthy of an old woman- 

The third paragraph is very inaccurate* The author says, 
'the a is tlie first letter of the alphabet in almost all the lan¬ 
guages of Europe ^ and that it has been thought to have no affi¬ 
nity with the Hebrew K, &c/ I do not know any language in 
Europe in which the a is not the first letter of the alphabet; 
perhaps the author may j but I am very certain that the a of 
all modern alphabets is derived from the Oriental languages. 
The Learned now almost universally agree, that the Oriental a is 
a vowel* This paragraph would be w'orth preserving if it were 
accurately corrected, 

** The first paragraph in the second column is superseded by 
what goes before*—The observation (paragraph 3 ) relative to 
the design of the Work, is impertinent* 

It is absurd to say, that the prefixing of a to such words as 
rise, rounds 3 ic* is a peculiarity of English poetry* The use of 
the a among the Greeks and the French is a question which does 
not properly come within the limits of an English Dictionaiy* 
J 3 y the same rule the author might have extended bis observa¬ 
tions to all the languages in the world* 

The notion, though an old one, that the alpha Is sometimes 
a contraction of and sometimes of otyisv, is ridiculous. 

'' 1 cannot allow that Thomas a Bccket is the same as Thomas 
at Bccket, The Bishop of Oxford says, and I think very justly, 
that the a in this name stands for o/* Gram, p* 114 , ed* 17 fi 9 * 

'' I have not time to extend these cursoiy remarks any feurther, 
but have given you these in^ answer to your i^equest* 1 could 
wish that some of the passages which are now expunged, were 
corrected and retained, — It is not material whether you say 
A, A. U, C, anno ab urbe conditi, or A. U* C. anno urbis condilEe, 
The latter is shorter, and I think sufficient. You have autho¬ 
rity for the latter in Eutropius, lib, vi. § 6, 17,18 5 lib, v. § 4, 
and many other places* 

ChambeiVs Piet ion ary is a work of great importance, and 
no trash, no redundancies, no tautologies, ought to be admitted. 
The eyes of all the Litei’ati in Europe will be upon you, and im¬ 
pertinences or inaccuracies will be a National disparagement. 
The Proprietors, if they are men of liberal minds, will consider 
what may conduce to the honour of Literature, 1‘ather than their 
own private emolument* I am, &c. A, B." 


Sir, 

I have examined with attention the sheets you left me, and 
am clearly of opinion that the original copy stood in need of 
much alteration* The corrected sheet is in all respects gf^atly 
superior to the other, 

'' I entirely agree in the remarks of your Correspondent A* B* 

and 
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and I think with him that some few of the expunged passages 
might be retained, if properly amended, and especially the third 
paragraph in the first coSutnnj p* 1, 

The completion of Chambei's’s Diotionary requires such an 
extent^ variety, and precision of knowledge, together with a 
happy manner of condensing it, that any single person might 
weJI tremble at the undertaking. Such a person, however vveO 
qualified, would certainly find his account in submitting his copy 
to the inspection of some learned and judicious men, as by so 
doing he would increase both the perfection of the work and his 
own reputation. So great a design ought not to depend wholly 
upon the unexamined opinion of a single Editor. C. D.” 

Indignant at these various critiques, Dr.-Calder addressed to 
the Propi'ietoi'S the following remonstrance and queries: 

1 . How came the written article to be put into any body's 
hands besides Dr. Johnson's, when there was a printed and a 
tolerably correct copy of it ? 

“ Are there any such expressions in the written article, as 
^ the simplest of othei’s V 

If there were, which I do not remember, were there any such 
expressions in the printed one ? What is the difierence between 
" of all others the simplest,* and ^ the most simple of all others,?' 
Are they not both intelligible } If yet there were such expres¬ 
sions, whj mmense? 

" 5. The old woman*s remark I think of little importance, but 
is it not in Chambei's's own article, and in the article of the 
folio Encyclopedie } 

6 . Can it, thus stamped by such adoption with additional 
importance, do any harm to the Dictionary now, than it did be¬ 
fore ? Ought not the original article of Chambei's, and the arti¬ 
cles in the folio and quarto Encyclopedie, to have been looked 
into before mine had been condemned ? 

7 * Is not the v^nj inaccimUe paragraph so censured Cham¬ 
bers's owm paragraph, and cautiously altered upon an opinion 
which the remaiker acknowledges to be his own, and just ? 

8 . Does the remarker mean to say that it has not been 
thought that the European a has no affinity with the Oriental a's } 

** 9. Are not the similar diffident and qualified expressions 
about the a being the first fetter in all Eui’opean alphabets, 
used by Chambers, the authors of the articles in the Fi^ach Dic¬ 
tionaries, and the author of the Diet, de Diplomatique, sufficient 
to justify the caution (not tlie inaccumc^J with which I express 
myself ? 

10 . Suppose I had gone farther than they have done, and 
ventured to affirm roundly that a was the first letter, d^c. and 
been questiondl about my authority for saying so, what could 
1 have said for myself ? 

1 know no more than the remarker of any alphabet in 
Euro|)e in which a is not the first letter ^ but must not there be 

some 
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some reason for men much my superiors expressing themselve§ 
diffidently, as they generally do express themselves with great 
propriety and precision* 

'^12* Ought 1 to insert any thing in the Dictionaiy that I 
cannot adduce l espectable authority to support ? 

“ 13 * Have 1 any thing to do with unpublished and imprinted 
knowledge ? 

J 4 * Should I not be very justly censurable if 1 were to make 
this Dictionary a vehicle for conveying my own unpublished 
opinions, or the unpublished opinions of other people to the 
world ? Would it be proper to publish what strictly speaking is 
to be considered as original knowledge, through the channel of 
a publication the professed design of which Is only to be a 
methodical judicious repository of the knowledge contained in 
all kinds of printed books } Can I decently refer the reader to 
knowledge or opinions confined to my own breast, or to the 
breast of another person, for the illustmtion or proof of any 
thing I advance, 

15 * What is it to me that the remarker is ver^ certain that 
tlie a of all modern alphabets is derived from the Oriental lan¬ 
guages, unless he had been pleased to refer me to his own writ¬ 
ings, or to some authoritative book or books in which the evi¬ 
dences of this point are contained ? 

16 * Can I do more for any opinion that the i^eroarker enter¬ 
tains, than I can do for any of my own opinions ? Must 1 not 
go upon surer grounds than the unpublished, unexamined opi¬ 
nions of myself, or of my friends ? 

17 - Have I affirmed that the Oriental a is not a vowel } and 
if I have not, w'hy am I censured as if I had ? Is it not plain on 
the face of the article that 1 am of the remarker's opinion, which 
yet is nothing to the purpose ? 

IS. Is there any difference between ^ an agreement almost 
universal,' and ^ an agreement not universal 

19 , What does the remarker think would be an accurate 
correction of the paragraph he thinks worth preserving? 

20 , Does an observation on the marked effect of an addi¬ 
tional i or e supersede an observation on the effect of an accent 
denoted by no mark ? 

*^ 21 . Why is the observation relative to the design of the 
Work impertinent? 

22 , Why is Dr, Johnson's ramark on the use of the letter a 
in English poetry absurd ? (Johns. Diet, art. A, folio.) Or why 
was it yet inserted afterwards in the new article ? 

23 , Why should there be any thing in the article about the 
Hebrew a and the Roman a, and nothing about the use of the a 
among the Greeks and the French? 

'^ 24 . Can the remarker communicate to me any curioiis or 
important information from his own writings or reading about 
the use of this letter in any of all the languages of the world ? 

25 * Suppose I should meet with any such information well 

aiiihcntieated, 
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authenticated, why might I not insert it in the article, referring 
to the proper authorities } ^ ^ 

26, Is not the old notion about and in the new 
Encyclopedie, which professes to be, and in some respects is 
acknowledged to be, an improvement on the folio Encyclopedic ? 

“ 27. Does the remarker think that 1 am either obliged or at 
liberty to expunge every notion mentioned in the course of this 
Work, that either he, or I, or both of us, may think fidiculous ^ 

28, Have I a right to think, or at least to declare, every 
notion ridiculomt that I cannot see the propriety of? 

29, Must I omit mentioning Dr, Johnson*s observation 
about Thomas a Becket, because the remarker does not allow it? 
Unquestionably I am obliged to the remarker for referring me to 
the Bishop of Oxford^s observation about it, which yet I cannot 
hnd in my Edition of 1763, though I hope to find it according 
to the reference, and shall certainly take notice of it- 

30, Of two abbreviations, is not the one that includes the 
other the most eligible? Why then should the other be pre¬ 
ferred to it ? 

“ if it could have consisted with the Remarker*s leisure, who 
J doubt not is a friend to the honour and truth of literature, 1 
should have been very glad to have seen and considered maturely 
bis own corrections of the expunged passages which he could 
wish might be retained, 

“ The other paper contains only general censures and obser¬ 
vations, which w'hen the wTiter is pleased to apply more parti- 
ticularly to my woik and to me, may merit consideration and 
discussion* 

** 1 should be glad if the gentleman who inserted the remark 
would favour me with the particular authority for saying from 
Ludolphus that a is the thirteenth letter in the Ethiopian alpha¬ 
bet 5 the observation may be then inserted when I am enabled to 
support it, though the person who made it must see as well as I 
do that it was of naighty little consequence, 

" The other observations in the fourth pamgraph, and the 
general allegiance from Montfaucon, are superseded by the addi¬ 
tion I had before made to the article, wdiicb is in the custody of 
Mr. Longman, I wish the gentlemen consulted could have 
agreed about their alterations, as I find in the printed paper 
left with me, that one has inserted what the other had repro¬ 
bated ; or somebody must have vamped up an article upon his 
mvn judgment. 

It was no secret to me then, any more than it is now, who 
they were who were so deeply concerned for the honour of their 
dear country, and the credit and reputation of a book, of the plan 
and state of which they were clearly ignorant. But their arrows 
must be shot from the dark, 3cc. when the discovery of the archers 
would have blunted the edge of their weapons, and betrayed the 
infamous views they chose to conceaL They needed a cloud to 
conceal their infamy/' 

VoL, IV. 3 G 


Dr* 
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Dn Calder to Mr. Longman, 

Dear Sir, Library, Red Cross Street^ Sept.'20,177^* 

It is natural to think that your particular property in the 
Cyclopedia should engage your attention very closely to the pre¬ 
sent Edition of it. My interest you will be pleased to consider 
is very intimately connected with the future character and sale of 
this Work, botlt which may be as effectually injured by the in¬ 
discretion of the Partners as by the neglect or incapacity of the 
Editor. Give me leave to say that the treatroent I have met with 
appears as injudicious W'ith respect to the Work, ^ it is unge- 
iierons and unjust with respect to the Editor, who in the prose¬ 
cution of a business so laborious, had a right to have expected 
the encouragement and support of all concerned. It was his 
desire and liis study to have finished it with their liking as well 
as to their advantage, and he can honestly say that till ill usage 
compelled him, he never once thought of any separate interest 
of his own. He believes that even the Partners must now ex¬ 
cuse him, if leaving the interest of the Work in the hands of its 
Proprietors, he should attend chiefly to his own interest, which 
seems to have been generally abandoned, and from some quar¬ 
ters opposed both directlv and deliberately. I will be so frank 
as to tell you, that I trust to the pains and precautions I have 
taken for being secure against the indiscretion or opposition of 
any, or of all the partners; they may injure themselves or 
their property, without being able to injure me, or to affect my 
character cither as a Scholar or a Gentleman. If in consequence 
of their perseverance in indignities and ill-treatment, I should 
take any steps that you may dislike or have cause to repent, you 
must blame yourselves. This I can assure you, that still it shall 
be my study to do full justice to you as well as to myself. It 
certainly were more eligible, and to me much more agreeable, 
to join amicably with all the Partners to pursue one common 
interest; and as the last step I shall take to bring about this 
desirable end, 1 commit to your care these papers. Rude, un¬ 
divided into periods, and unfinished as they are, they are yet of 
some importance to me, as they contain, besides my answer to 
the paper you gave me, the first rough draft of the greatest part 
of my intended Preface, to which I mean to subjoin a preliminaiy 
discourse on the present state of science. 

The length of the inclosed is out of all sort of proportion 
to the paper that immediately occasioned them, but certainly 
they may be still sooner read than they were written. They 
are, however, much too long for me to transcribe more correctly 
at present; I beg therefore that they may be conveyed just as 

they are to Mr.-and his Friend, and returned again to 

me after they have read, or declined to read theni. As 1 shall 
have occasion to consider some things in them on finishing my 
Preface, after they have read them, or declined the trouble of 
reading them, I wish to have them to lie by me for alteiations 
or additions, till 1 come to that pait of my Work. Long as they 

are. 
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are, I desire only a short verbal answer to them, for it suits not 
at present either with my engagements or with my mclinations 
to enter into papei'^sqiiabbles with any body, 

“ The liberties that have been taken with me, will, I appre¬ 
hend, very fully justi^ any liberties I have yet taken with 
others. I can assure yon. Sir, that the personalities scattered 
through these papers, never entered into the original plan of 
them } they were extorted by indignation, and when once they have 
been shown to the persons concerned, I freely deliver them up to 
oblivion. Whatever Mr. Strahan and his friend may think, it has 
really been more my study to write usefully than angrily, I 
have wished and endeavoured to state things truly as they are, 
and to remove as far as I can every subject of disagreement, and 
every kind of impediment out of the way of our publicationj 
and common interest. If these papers can but answer in any 
measure my chief intention in writing them, and be instrumental 
in bringing about a general good understanding, 1 shall not 
regret the interruption they have given, and the time they have 
taken from my more immediate employment* I am, dear Sir, 
with the highest esteem, and with the utmost respect for your 
interest as well as my own, 

Yours, John Caldbr/* 

Mr, Longman, whose amenity of manners is pleasingly recol¬ 
lected by all who knew him, endeavoured in vain to mediate be¬ 
tween Dr, Calder and the Proprietors* The breach was made] 
and after much epistolary alteix^ation, the contract was wholly 
dissolved, and the Cyclopeedia placed in the hands of Abra¬ 
ham Rees, under whose superintendance it has since increased 
to 39 large c^uarto volumes, which has added much to his literary 
reputation, and not a little to the emolument of the Proprietors, 


Letters to and from the Rev* Dr* Calder- 

From Dr, James Beattie^, 

Deae Sih, jiberdeeUt Ja7i. 26, 177^^ 

I received yours, and am heartily soriy to find that you have 
met with so much trouble and vexation from ]\Ir, Hamilton, 
What his motive may be, it is impossible for me to guess, I 
know he is much connected with JNIr, Hume and his friends, and 
perhaps he hopes to recommend himself to them by suppressing 
what you had written in frivour of my Essay. I hai'e read over 
your paper with much satisfaction. -Your approbation of xny 
Work gives me no less pleasum in manuscript than it would 
have given me if published j though to be sui*e in the latter case 
jt would have done my book more credit in the eye of the pub- 

* Of this eminent Pbilnsopher* Critic, and Poet, a very satisfactory 
Memoir may be found m Mr. A. Chalmers’s “ Biographical DicUonary,’* 
Dr, Beattie died Aug. 13, aged nearly 68. 

3 g2 


lick, 
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lick. I hope the reviewer that Hamilton has now employed will 

be civil at least and candid ^ more I have no reason to expect 
from hinij and indeed I have not always met with quite so much 
from that party to which I have no doubt but be belongs. 

“ It gives me pleasure to hear that your revisal of Chambei^*3 
Dictionary is likely to tujn so much to your account* If any 
hint occurs lo me that deserves attention, I shall he very ready 
to impart it. Chambers, I think, follows Locke for the most 
part in his account of the philosophy of the mind, and, if I mis¬ 
take not, has adopted some opinions of his that are now known 
to be erroneous or hasty, I know you will attend to this, but I 
mention it because it occurred to me. However, to save your¬ 
self trouble, and to do that justice both to Locke and to Cham¬ 
ber which many of your readers may expect, I would not advise 
you to make an entire reformation of the erroneous articles j it 
would, I think, be better to set down the article in the words of 
Chambers, and make a short note ujjon it, in which it would be 
sufficient just to mention in the briefest manner what had been 
advanced on the same subject by later authors. 

You say your Tatler is just coming out* I shall be glad to 
hear the same account of the Spectator. 1 am convinced the 
Work will be well I'eceived, and can by no means admit your 
opinion that you w'ill get no credit by it. I shall mention what you 
say to Mrs, Montagu by the first opportunity, Her information, 
so far as I remember, did not relate to any other particular but 
Sir Roger de Coverley's widow, who it seems weis a real person, 
and who had some connection with Walsh the critick, very much 
to his dishonour 3 but my memory ia so indistinct that I cannot 
pretend to tell the stoiy. 

1 am very well pleased that Robinson and Roberts have laid 
aside their scheme in regard to D'Alembert’s musick. When I 
consider all the particulars of my plan, I find it would have taken 
up much more than fifty pounds' worth of my time. My inten¬ 
tion was to have made it, by means of notes and illustrations, a 
complete theory of musick j and 1 proposed to have subjoined a 
long dissertation (part of which is written) on the causes of 
musical efficacy or expression. A philosophical musician smiles 
to hear (what it seems has been said) that the principles of 
D’Alembert are entirely out of fashion. That never can happen 
as long as the present musical system exists. Some of this au-* 
thor*s first principles may perhaps be found to be rather fanciful 
than solid. This is my own opinion of his account of the origin 
of what is called the Minor Mode or Flat Key 3 but his rules are 
such as no speculative musician, nor indeed any musician who 
knows the grounds of the art, can object to ; and they are deli¬ 
vered with surprising perspicuity, and reduced into a system in 
the most elegant manner. My dissert a toin 1 may perhaps pub¬ 
lish some time or other 3 but 1 do not think I shall ever again 
think of publishing any hook of musick with notes. D’Alembert’s 
13 not perfect, but it ia the best extant. 


** You 


REV* GUS, CARMICHAEL TO DR. CALDEE* SSl 

You may cause one of Dr. Priestley’s books on Light and 
Colour to be sent to me, and I shall order Mr. Diily to pay for it. 
Pray remember me to Dr, Price and Dr. Kippis, I often regret 
that I could not see the former, and that 1 saw so little of the 
latter.—My best wishes to your little boy. I am, dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely and affectionately, J. Beattie." 

For Mr. Johk Caldee, Preacher of the Gospel at Fotheringham, 
Dear Sik, Dundee, Dec. 1, 1757- 

This is a hurried life i —Last Tuesday, dear Sir, when I had 
the pleasure of yours, I was just going to the pulpit, and could 
not possibly answer you j and now when the bearer calls again, 
J am obliged to go out to hold session to keep our poor from 
starving. As I am at present the only effective minister in the 
])lace, 1 am laboured like a slave— Quando ex hac iurhd ei collu^ 
tione discedarn ! As for the compliments you are pleased to pass in 
your last, I know not what to say. I believe the best thing I can 
say is, that 1 wish I deserved them, and that it were more in my 
power to oblige a deserving friend. The small time allowed roe 
will oblige me to answer your kind letter in a veiy general way. I 
am glad that your young folks are doing better than you expected. 
This will be some small comfort in your present situation, which 
I am persuaded is rather to be borne than enjoyed. And yet, 
alas ! is not this the case of hnman life in general. Were it not 
for some lucid intervals, arising from virtue and friendship, what 
a dreary pilgrimage should it b^e, 

“ r learned Italian in Holland, but having had little time to 
cultivate it since, 1 believe 1 have lost more than 1 retain of it. 
I never read nor saw any Sermons in that language in my life ; 
but by the extmets fi'Om them which I have seen in French and 
other authors, I believe them to be very flaunting and insigni¬ 
ficant J so I fancy we are not at any loss by not being acquainted 
with them. The Concordance for the Greek Testament which I 
used is Schmidius*, printed in Germany, 1717> is an improvement 
of that done by Stephan us long before. That for the Septuagint is 
in two volumes folio, by Trommius, printed at Amsterdam, 1718. 
1 find them both of great use to me, and so I am persuaded will 
every one who wants to judge for himself, and who in his prepa- 
lations for the publick, desires to improve in knowledge, as well 
as to gather together the needful for the hour,—I have not a copy 
of Demetrius Phalar, otherwise you should be welcome to it, 

I am sorry that I am called off,—My health, 1 thank God, 
is tolerable at present; indeed, I have no time to be sick. I shall 
be e,\tremely glad to see you when you can get loose for a day 
or two J and if it is a Sunday, 1 believe the S5th of this month 
will be as convenient as any. Be so good as to let me know be¬ 
fore, when you design me that favour; and believe me, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate humble servant, Gus. Carmichael/’ 


From 
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From Mr* Thomas Christie*. 

Dear Sir, Edinburgh^ Oct, 28 , 1786, 

Ever since I arrived here, I have been proposing to myself 
to write to you, to inform you of toy pursuits in this place, and 
to return you thanks for the attention and kindness you shewed 
me ivhile with you. Of these I assure you I shall always retain 
a very grateful remembrance. 

“ I spent the Summer here in the studies of Botany and Che^ 
mis try, and in the practice of FArt des Accouchments, among 
the lower classes of the people. It is not only a source of im¬ 
provement there to oneself, but at the same time an act of 
charity ^ for it is not easy to describe what cruelties they un¬ 
dergo &om the ignorance and rashness (which are usually con¬ 
joined) of midwivesj whose general character is, to be very ofii- 
cious where there is nothing to he done, and perfectly impotent 
where there is any thing to do. 

The Summer classes being finished, I yielded to the pressing 
solicitation of my friends to come North, and pay them a visit. 
I went to Lochlomond, and through Argyleshire, partly for a 
ride, and partly to see some respectable acquaintance in these 
parts. I then went to Aberdeen to attend Dr, Gregory, one of 
our Professors, who asked me to accompany him, and who has 
laid me under many obligations by his continued friendship. 
At Aberdeen I did not feel myself so comfortable as usual. They 
are all divided about a plan for uniting the two Colleges, and as 
soon as the double Protessoi's die out, instituting new Professor¬ 
ships of Law, Physic, &c. All the Professors of Marischal Col¬ 
lege favour the scheme, as do Mr. OgUvie and Dr. Dunbar of 
King’s, but the others are violently against it. Dr. Campbell is 
at the head of those for the Union, and Dr, Gerard against it. 
Violent memorials have been printed on both sides, and I am very 
sorry to see the contest carried to such lengths. Some of my 
best friends were on different aides, and no conversation to be 
obtained on any other subject. T'he impartial publiek seem 
generally to favour the Union, but some say, that however right, 
it cannot be done, as it is a violent interference with the rights 
of a corporate body. Time must try, but there is gicat interest 
to be used to promote it. 

Dr. Campbell tells me he will not yet be able to finish his 
' Evangelists* this winter. I wish he were as retire as he is able, 
—Professor Ogilvie desires me to return you bis best thanks for the 
share you had in recommending him as a proper Member of the 
respectable Natural History Society in the Strand. He is a very 
animated cultivator of this branch of science. In my return I 
took Dundee and St. Andrew's by the w'ay, and am now fixed 
here for the^Winter. I shall attend Cullen, Monro, Black, and the 
Infirmary ; so that I shall have plenty of business on my hands. 

** 1 recollect in London you spoke to me of a paper that had 
been read by somebody in your Society relative to freezing fishes, 
and preserving them alive in that state. In reading over Mr. Bell 
^ Of whom see the Literary Anecdotes,” vol, VII. p. 535* 

of 
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of Antermonj's Travels (a writer of great credit and integrity), 

I find a curious confirmation of that fact t * J had/ says Mr, Bell, 

' about twenty of them (small fishes) standing in a window at 
my lodgings at Pekin* In a morning after a frosty night, I 
found all the water frozen, most of the fishes stiff and seemingly 
dead, but on putting them into cold fresh water, they all reco¬ 
vered except tw'O or three/ VoL IL p* 22* 

“ Mr. Lindsey writes to me that Dr.Blackburne is come to settle 
in London. He, I suppose, will naturally fall into the line which 
was formerly occupied by Dr. Jebb* I should be glad to know 
if he is likely to succeed. With regard to myself, I recollect with 
grateful feelings your kind suggestions on this subject, but my 
final settlement must yet be a very distant object* Not less I 
believe than three years from the present period will be sufficient 
to qualify loe to enter into life with that confidence in myself 
which 1 would cbuse to have before beginning practice. You 
will easily perceive that the mind of a man of any principle or 
sensibility must be affected by the prospect of taking upon him 
the charge of the health and life of his fellow-creatures. An 
onconscientious physician is a legal murderer. 

I was not a little surprised to receive a call one morning 
from an old acquaintance, Mr* John Cappe, son to the Rev. Mr. 
Cappe, of York, one of our most learned and respectable Unitarian 
Brethren. After hesitating some years, Mr. John Cappe has at last 
pitched on the medical profession, means to take a degree here, 
and will probably settle in York, or some county town in Eng¬ 
land.—Dr. Duncan Shaw (one of the ministers of Aberdeen) 
tells me that in a few months will be out bis ^ History and Phi¬ 
losophy of Judaism, tending to vindicate the Jewish System 
from the cavUs of Infidels, and to shew its propi iety In the 
place it held amongst the dispensations of God to Mankind/ As 
Dr. Shaw is a sensible and learned man, I trust this will be a 
valuable work. He has also offered to a bookseller,' An Eccle¬ 
siastical History of the Church of Scotland,' written by his father, 
the Rev* Lauchlan Shaw, Minister of Elgin, a very learned man, 
author of the ^ History of the Province of Moray/ 4to* A good 
Scotch Ecclesiastical Histojy is a great desideratum, for the 
works of this kind already published are sad trash* 

“ Lord Monboddo is getting printed the fourth volume, Svo, 
of his ^ Origin and Prepress of Language,^ whicli will treat of 
Poetry' and the Poetic Stile. As soon as that is completed, he 
wall publish his 4th quarto of ‘ Ancient Metaphysics/ which will 
treat of the state and condition of man in the future world, and 
will probably contain speculations passing strange, 

“ I have not had the pleasure of seeing Dr. Roljertson for 
some time, owing to his being at Buxton; but I expect him 
home very soon. I hear that he is going to publish a new Edi¬ 
tion of his " History of Scotland,’ wherein he will insert such re¬ 
marks as shall serve for an answer to Stewart, and the other 
apologists of the fair, foohsh, unfortunate Mary. 


Our 
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Our fi'iend Mn Nichols is greatly in my debt, I know he 
is much engaged, but I am very desirous of hearing that he and 
the family are in good health. If he not write, may 1 request 
the favour of you, my good Sir^ to enquire for Mrs. Nichols and 
Miss Nichols in my name, and offer my smcere good wisb^ to 
them aU.—And now 1 believe I must conclude my epistle. With 
pleasure could 1 write nine pages to my respected friend, but the 
awful hour of midnight warns me to put a close to my labours- 
You will see I write fast, as I must do, and you will excuse inac¬ 
curacies- I beg to be kindly remembered to amiable Mrs. Poole^ 
and I am, dear Sir, your sincere friend, Thomas Christie, 
If I can possibly serve you in any thing here, it will give me 
much pleasure. My address is, at Mrs. Gilchrist’s, CoUege, Edin¬ 
burgh I but vou may direct to me, care of Messrs* Anderson and 
Co Frince’s-street, Mansion House, 1 shall hope to hear from 
you soon, for if I had not been overloaded with business, 1 
would have written to you much earlier/’ 


From Sylvestee Douglas*, Esq. 
ft Dear Sir, Lincoln's Inn, March ^9. 

I think you have got the ' Biographia Britannica. If you 
have, and can spare the volume containing the Life of Sir Ed¬ 
ward Coke, I shall be much obliged to you for it If you could 
spare all the volumes for a month or two, the favour would be 
still greater. Whenever any thing new shall happen in your aimir 
with the booksellers, I shall expect to be informed of it. 1 am. Sir, 
''Yours sincerely, S- DouGLAi. 


From the Kev, Dr* Hugh Farmer 
" Dear Sir, ^ ^ IVndatcd.'] 

" In reading this morning in Lactantius, Div. Institut. 1.4, 
c* 8, p. 289, of voL L ed. Du Ftesnoy, I find a passage similar to 

* Now Lord Glenbervie.—This Nobleman, born May 24, 1743, was 
educated at the King’s College, Aberdeen ; where he is now Rector, and 
was intended for the profession of medicine. His destination was however 
changed, and foecomifig an English Barrister, he published the Reports, 
which still pass under his name. About the same time he obtameda 
silk gown, and rendered himself eminent as an advocate in eontroverte 
election cases, before the Committees of the House of Commons, Soon 
after his marriage, in 1739, \vith Catherine-Aime, eldest daughter of tbe 
Earl of Guildford, who was Prime Minister, a political career of no com¬ 
mon attraction opened to tbe view of this ■ gentleman. He accordingly 
procured himself to be returned Member of Parliament for Fowey, m 
Cornwall, became a Member of the Privy Council, was nominated in suc¬ 
cession a Lord of the Treasury, a Commissioner for India Affairs, and 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope i which last station was relinqui^ed 
for the joint Pay mastership of the Forces j and he has been twice Sur¬ 
veyor-General of tbe Woods and Forests, a station for which he was ad- 
mirably qualihad. To crown bis labours, he obtained an Irish Barony, 
and took the title of Glenbervle from a village in tbe Shire of Aberdeen. 
He has retired from ofhee on a pension, one half of which bis son pos* 
sesses in reversion. 

+ Of whom seethe ** Literary Anecdotes,** voLVJL p. 132. 

what 
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wliEt you say Dr* Amory told you web to bo found in Thilo, If 
you have not Lactautius, I will at anytime transcribe the passage. 
I should be glad to know what is the subject of the first volume of 
Gelshu, Pray inform me what passes to-day at the Library. I 
am informed the Committee have the fullest confidence of success, 
grounded upon private assurances given them by persons in 

power._The passage in Lactantius no way militates against the 

highest notion he entertained of the Logos, and, 1 am persuaded, 
the same observation holds good with l egard to Philo, if there 
be any similar passage in that author. I am. Sir, 

Your affectionate liunibie servant, H. Faemek, 

Dbae Sir, Walthamstowt Jan, IS, 1775* 

The passage from Lactantius (Div* Institut. 1. 4, c. 6.) is ^as 
follows : * Magna inter hunc Dei filiunj, et cseteros angelos dif¬ 
ferentia esL illi enim es Deo taciti spiritus exierunt | quia 
non ad doctrinam Dei tradendam, sed ad creabantur. 

Ille verb chm sit et ipse spiritus, tamen cum voce ac sono ex 
Dei ore processit, sicut verbum, scilicet ratione, quia voce 
ejus ad populum fuerat usorus^ id est, qubd ille futums 

esset doctrinsB Dei et coeiestis arcani ad hominem proferendi: 
quod ipsum primb locutus est, ut per eum ad nos loqueretuv, et 
illevocem Dei ac voluntatem nobis revelaret; if the passage 
from Philo, which Dr. Aniory shewed you, be of the same import 
with this, it has nothing to do with what you call ike common 
acknowledged sense of the word but expresses merely the 

private opinion of the writer concerning it, And we are ceitaln 
that according to the private opinion of both these writers, the 
Xoyoy was by nature as w^ell as office, inconceivably superior to all 
the angels.—In my letter to you, if my memory does not fiiil me, 
after taking notice that Philo ascribed the highest titles and the 
creation of the world to the 1 added, that it was very observ¬ 
able that language, that is, the language which represents 
the Koyoq as a divine person who made all thhigs, vvas in use before 
St, John wrote j but you seem to have thought that I had meant 
the language which supposes no distinction between the Tioyoq 
and the but what arises from their respective offices, was 

in use before St. John wrote {of which I see no evidence) ^ and 
you even take it for granted that this was in cotnnwfi use, and 
thatPhilo‘s opinion of the Xoyo^ was in a manner peculiar to 
hiuiself. On the contrary, I am persuaded that Philo was by no 
means singular in his opinion. The same language that he holds 
was, as 1 have long since observed, very familiar amongst all the 
Platonic Philosophers, and in some measure amongst the Jewish 
Rabbis. If Mrs. Amory can point out tlie passage in Philo you 
want to see, pray give me notice of it. 

Be assured, your continuance in your present station cannot 
be affected by your vote last week. It was far from being offen¬ 
sive to some of your good friends in that trust. 

You ask, if 1 do not think that what was at first only fic¬ 
tions of the poets, and the machinery of their art, found its way 

afterwards 
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afterwards into the schools of philosophers, &c. ? Consider only 
the great improhability of this supposition.—But »t is impossible 

to state this matter in the compass of 30 letters. 

“-That I may not interrupt you any longer, and diveit you 
from yonr important Work. I conclude with assuring you that I 
am, Sir, your feiithful humble servant, H, Farmer. 

" Dear Sir, H ’ althamstow , Jan. 35, 1774. 

Mr. Jacomb’ informs me from Mr. Spilsbury, that you in¬ 
tend me the fiivour of a sermon here next Sunday morning, 
which gives ranch pleasure to your friends, and will be received 
by me with gratitude. Mr. Jacomb will bring you here, and carry 
you back in time. My illness hath prevented me from sending my 
papers to the press j but as I hope my disorder, though it may con¬ 
fine me some time longer to the house, will not however prevent 
me from correcting the press, I could wish that an agreement be¬ 
tween Mr. Robinson and me was signed, and the paper’s 
diately sent to the printer. I have spared no pains to make the 
work as useful as possible, even since 1 sold the copy, tor which 
however 1 expect ao recompence* 

The terms as reported to me were, 50Z. and ^5 copies for 
my friends. The time for the payment of the money should be 
fixed, or rather the money paid down, when the work goes to 
the press j and some, if not all the copies, should he hound in 
calf and lettered. As you often see Mr. Robinson^ wUI you be 
so kind as to speak to him on this subject, that no more time 
may be lost* He need be in no pain about the length of the 
work I but I will not allow a higher price than five shillings to 
be fixed upon the Work, without an additional consideration* A 
moderate price will promote its sale. It must be printed upon 
a good paper. 

I am surprised at not having heard from Mr. Pickburne, nor 
received any books, though one has been purchased for me save- 
ol months ago. Ho you never write to him ? or can you give me 
directions to do it ?—Pray come in time on Sunday morning, 
at best our interview can be but short. 1 am, &c* H. Faumbk; 


From Admii'al Forses* 

Chalfont, Dec. IS, 17S3. 

Admiral Forbes must at all times think himself unfortunate 
to fail of a visit intended him by Geneml Melville, and more par¬ 
ticularly so, when he has it in his power to give the Geneial 
satifaction as to any researches he may be in pursuit of, as he 
fortunately can do at present. 

“ The Lord Forbes mentioned by Sir Richard Steele in his 
last Tatler was his father, and son to the then Earl of Granard. 
The compliment paid him In that paper was occasioned by the 
following incident;—Lord Forbes being in St. Jameses Coffee¬ 
house, two or three men unknown to him, came in, and pub- 
lickly abusing Sir Richard Steele as author of the Tatler, one of 

them 
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them said he would cut his thvozt, or teach him better manners 5 
whereupon Lord Forbes said to them in return, that they might 
possibly find it easier to cut a purse than cut a throat, and upon 
that the gentlemen officers, who are also mentioned by the Tat- 
ler, joined in turning those men out of the Coffee-house; for 
which action Sir Richard Steele thought proper to make them 
all the compliment alluded to. Admiral Forbes relates this story 
as he has heard it, but never heard the names of the persona 
who gave occasion to it. Lord Forbes was at that time Guidon 
in the Duke of Argyle'a Troop of Horse Guards, as well as Cap¬ 
tain in the Navy,'' 


From the Rev, Dr. James Foruyce^. 

Dear Doctor, Putney Heathy Sept J77L 

I am sorry to hear you had been so ill after I saw you. It 
was, indeed, what I had feared tvould happen from the indispo¬ 
sition I observed to hang about you at that time. I hojje you 
are much better, and I shall be very glad to take a walk with 
you soon to Warwick-street, where we may dine and pass some 
hours with a man who is fond of your conversation. 

" May I beg the favour of you to call with your first leisure 
on Mr. Kennedy, and desire him in my name to shew you the 
copies which I have left in his hand of three lettei's lately written 
on a subject that 1 am told has made a disagreeable noise of late 
among many of the Dissenters who have heard of it, T am con¬ 
cerned at the immoderate length of the last letter, but found it, 
for reasons winch appeared to me of some importance, unavoid¬ 
able. I have a high opinion of your good sense and good nature, 
and therefore wish you to know all that has passed upon the 
occasion. My Henrietta and I are obliged to you for your kind 
remembiTince of her. ^She thinks of you with esteem, and she 
deserves yours. Bathing in the sea has wrought like a charm ; 
she is better in health than ever I knew her, though this dread¬ 
ful weather, dreadful to weak constitutions, has thrown her back 
again a little. I remain very heartily, dear Sir, 

Your friend and servant. Jambs Fordyce " 


FiX)m Dr. Benjamin Franklin f. 

" Dear Sir, 

'' Understanding that my letter intended for you by General 
Mel vail was lost at the Hotet d'Espagne^ I take this opportunity 
grandson of giving you the purport of it, as well as I can 
recollect, I thank you for the pleasure you had procured me 

* Of thU eminent Dissenting Divine, who was much admired for bia 
eloquence in the pulpit, see Mr. A, Chalmers's Biographical Dictionary, 
After the death of his Brother Sir William Fordyce, M. D, he retired to 
Each, where he died Oct. 1, in his 78th year. 

t See Mr. A, Chalmers's " Biographical Dictionary," 
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of the General's conversationj whom I found a judiciousj sensible, 
and amiable mao, I was glad to hear that you possessed a com¬ 
fortable retireDient, and more so that you had thoughts of re¬ 
moving to Philadelphia^ for that it would make me very happy 
to have you there. Your companions would be veiy acceptable 
to the Library, but 1 hoped you would long live to enjoy their 
company youi self* 

Plow goes on the Unitarian Church in Essex-street, and the 
honest Minister of it ? is he comfortably supported? Your old 
colleague Mr. RadclifFe — is he living? and what became of 
Mr. Denham ? My grandson, who will have the honour of de¬ 
livering this to you, may bring me a line from you j and I hope 
will bring me an account of your continuing well and happy. 

“ I jog on still, with as much health and as few of the infirmi¬ 
ties of old age as I have any reason to expect; but whatever is 
impaired in my constitution, my regard for my old friends re¬ 
mains firm and entire. You always have a good share of it; for 
I am ever, with great and sincere esteem, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, B, Franklin” 


Dr. Calder to Dr- Franklin. 

My dear Doctor, lUndaied .^ 

1 trust you will give me due credit for sincerity w'hcn I 
assure you that after a long interruption of our familiarity, your 
communication gave me cordial pleasure* It brought to my 
mind the very many hours of social and friendly enjoyment I 
passed with one whom I shall ever be glad to see or but to hear 
from — dum spiritm regit artus. I have read throughout 
what you sent for my perusal, and much of it has given me plea¬ 
sure, as being a convincing proof to me that you have expended 
much of your money, and employed much of your time and 
meditations, on very serious and interesting subjects, doubtless 
with the most commendable views and intentions imaginable, 
though 1 fear but little to any good effect, or benefit to the wel¬ 
fare of our distressed country. Long have 1 for my own part 
declined and relinquished all political study, for which I was 
never properly qualified or much inclined, from an utter despair 
of its being in the power of any one in my level, or indeed of 
any individual in what station soever, by any exertion of thought 
or publication, to meliorate the deplorable state of the publick, 
any otherwise than by self-reformat!on and amendment of what¬ 
ever I could discover wrong or defective or imperfect in myself. 
After my utmost consideration on state afikii's, with which I felt 
no great inclination, or any great call to intermeddle, it appears 
to me that the only wise and practicable course by which any 
individual in my rank of life, however ingenious or intelligent, 
can be of any effectual benefit to a country sadly reduced, 1 ven¬ 
ture not to say bow, or by whom, or by what means, to a very 
melancholy and bad state, with si ill worse and more melancholy 
prospects, very imminent, and Hecmlngly hardly unai'oidable, 

any 
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any otherwise than by forwarding a new and better sera in be¬ 
ginning to relinquish whatever is inimical to it, and establish 
whatever is conducive to its furtherance in himself. Few there 
are who in some way or other have not been more or less instru¬ 
mental, by lamentable neglects or unjustifiable practices, to 
the bringing the public state into this deplorable and tremendous 
condition. Nor is there any man so bad over all the British 
Dominions who mzy not be very serviceable to the best interests 
of the publick, and the happiest melioration of the state, by sin¬ 
cere study and endeavours to atone for his past guilt and in¬ 
juries both to himself and his country, and the share he has had 
in bringing on himself and it, all the ills we feel or fear, by the 
thorough amendnient and improvement and information of him¬ 
self By every individuaFs hearty engagement in this blissful 
study and endeavour, the only new sera of all the good and hap¬ 
piness for which God made us, here or hereafter, would very 
quickly commence, and our nation and every individual belong¬ 
ing to it, would soon very sensibly perceive that this course per¬ 
severed in would not only bring on us, not merely a millenium 
of happiness, but an eternity of ' fulness of joy, and pleasures 
for evermore/ 

« Very bad, and portentous of worse as all things appear to 
be, over all this eaith, and as we of the British Dominions more 
especially grievously feel, and fear them to be, yet this world, 
and the universe is still the world, and the universe of God, 
whose goodness is everlasting and unchangeable, and whose wis¬ 
dom and power are infinite and omnipotent. He is the creator, 
preserver, and ruler of all 5 by Him all thiogs consist, and all 
things serve Him. His ways are not as our ways, nor His thoughts 
as our thoughts. Intricate are the measures of his xineiTing 
Providence, far beyond our ken, and past finding out by our 
finite faculties, still the shoitest-sigbted of our kind can see 
enough to convince us that the Sovereign of all is ever busy 
without toil, and ever working without weariness, to make all 
his creatures rejoice, and all his rational ofispring wise and good 
in order to their being happy here, and happier hereafter for 
ever* Wonderful are the dispensations of Hb adorable wisdom 
by which he brings order out of confusion, and good out of evil V* 


From Dr. Frank list. 

Dear Doctor, Philadelphia, OcL 3, 1775^ 

I am to set out to-morrow for the Camp, and having but 
just heard of this opportunity, can only write a line to say that 
1 am well and hearty. Tell our dear good friend Dr. P. who 
sometimes has doubts and despondencies about our firmness, 
that America is determined and unanimous, a very few Tories 
and Placemen excepted, who will probably soon export them¬ 
selves, Britain at the expence of three millions has killed 150 
Yankieg this campaign, which is ^OyOQOL a head, and at Bunker's 
Hill she gained a mile of ground, half of which she lost again 

by 
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by our taking post on Ploughed HiiL During the same tline 
60^000 chUdren have been born in America. From these data 
his mathematical head will easily calculate the time and expence 
necessary to kill us alb nnd conquer tlie whole of our territory. 

My sincere respects to Lord S. and Col* B. j and to the Club 
of honest Whigs at the London Coffee-house. Adieu—I am ever 
Yours most affectionately, B. F.” 

From Dr. Alexander Johnson** 

My deae: Sih, _ Dec. 14, 17^7* 

“ I am not by far so well as when you saw me last. My lungs 
are so stuffed, that I cannot bear a less warm air than those of 
my parlours, near 70 degrees of Fahrenheit. In this situation I 
cannot attend to the reading of the paper you have been so good 
as to draw, but I hope you will find a better assistant in Mr. 
Williams, whom I request by the bearer to inform you of the 
time he can receive you, to settle that part which you say does 
not please you. I am concerned to hear you are so much plagued 
with that vile ism, but it is some small allay, that you will have 
but half as far to crawl to Mr. Williams as to me. 

I doubt not but you have some where said, that the univer¬ 
sal benefit of this useful practice will never be reaped in this 
countiy until every individual be incessantly instructed in the 
few and easy means that are attended with success, and thence 
considers it his duty instantly to assist his fellow-creature m dis¬ 
tress.—Adieu, my dear dear Sir; fai*e you better, and be assured 
as well of the gratitude as of the real esteem of 

^' Your affectionate bumble servant, A. Johnson” 


From Mrs.^lAET Knowles f* 

April 18, 1775 * 

M. Knowles retmms thanks to Dr. Calder for the penisal of 
this book ; she ought to have sent it sooner, but was at a loss 
for his address. 

• A skilful and benevolent Physician, who may be ranked amongst the 
original inventors of the means since brought to perfection by Doctors 
Cogan and Hawes, for the recovery of drowned persons. See Gent, 
vol. LVII. p. 1077- 

-t This accoroplished Quaker was a native of Staffordshire, and the 
widow of Dr, K. a much esteemed physician in London. By her parents 
of the Society of Friends, she was carefully educated In substantial and 
useful knowledge, but this alone could not satisfy her active mind ; for 
she was long distinguished by various works in ihe polite arts of Poetry, 
Painting, and more especially the imitation of Nature in needle work. 
Some specimens of her futile pictures (as they are styled by Dr. Johnson) 
having accidentally fallen under the observation of their Majesties, they 
expressed a wish to see her. She was accordingly presented in the sim- 
plicity of her Quaker dress, and graciously received. This and subsequent 
interviews led to her grand undertaking, a representation of the King 
needle-work, which she completed to the entire satisfaction of their 
Majesties, though she had never before seen any thing of the kind. 
She next accompanied her husband in a scientific tour through Hol¬ 
land, 
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« She thinks Lindsay’s sacrifice an ample testimony of his 

honesty at least 5 but does he do more than substitute one oidward 
body of woiship, or form of words 3 for another ? Is not his Dis¬ 
senting system founded only upon a inetaphysical distinetion? 
in which distinction, however wrong the former^ I tlunk he has 
ventured into an opposite es^trsme* In the Prayers indeed he 
has (with the people of whose number I am) delicately directed 
the petition to the Father only; but in his Preiiminaiy Discourse 
he seeiQS too far to have ventured to derogate from the attributes 
of the Son. To take upon us to ascertain this high, sacred, and 
mysterious distinction, is a work we are utterly incapable of; 
and it appears to me the truest wisdom to steer our course be¬ 
tween the tvvo extremes of Athanasius and Arius. 

May this honest well-intending man bring his flock nearer 
to the substance and vital part—to the gift of grace, or spirit of 
Jesus Christ in their hearts, thereby to regulate their iives in 
more purity and holiness (which is all Theology is good for), 
or rather alt the Christian Religion is good for, is my anxious 
wish. Were the substmtce more known in the world, w'e should 
soon get to great unity and simplicity of form. 

I am Dr, Calderis obliged, M, Kjcowles/" 

land, Germany, and France, where they obtained introduction to the 
most distinguished persimages. Mrs* K. was admitted to the toilette of 
the late unfortunate Qtieeii of France, by the particular desire of the lat¬ 
ter. The appearance of a Quaker was an extraordinafy spectacle to that 
Princess, who eagerly enquired concerning their tenets, and acknowledged 
that these hereticks were at least philosophers. Mrs. Knowles wrote on 
farious subjects, philosophical, theological, and poetical* Sonae of her 
performances have been published with her name, hut more anonymously; 
and it is said, that she modestly retained in manuscript far more than she 
submitted to the publick. When urged on these subjects, she would re¬ 
ply : Even arts and sciences are but evanescent splendid vanities, if 
unaccompanied by the Christiau virtues." Mr. Boswell (voL HI* p. 305) 
has preserved an appropriate description, by Mrs. Knowles, of Dr. John¬ 
son's mode of reading. " He knows how to read better than any one ; 
he gets at the substance of a book directly; he tears out the heart of It." 
The same very pleasant CoUeetion of Anecdotes has also favoured the 
Publick (ibid. pp. 318—350) with a conversation at Mr. Dilly's, between 
Mrs. Knowles and Dr. Johnson, which evinces the powers of her mind, 
and the Uberality of her religious opinions* The narrative of Boswell, 
however, not proving satisfactory to Molly Kncwles (as she was familiarly 
styled), she gave the Dialogue between herself and the sturdy Moralist, 
in ber own manner, under the signature of “ A Child of Candour," in 
Gent. Mag* vol. LXT* p. 500* Her indignarion was thus prettily expressed: 

ISly Place, April 50, 1701 * 
“ Mrs. Knowles will ever think herself greatly obliged to Mr. Nichols 
for his polite attention ami kindness to her, who is one illiberally used by 
the late journalist of Dr. Johnson; but many besides Mrs. K. have com¬ 
plained of his fabricated dialogues. Mr. N. acts with bis wonted good 
nature respecting bis Magaaine. Mrs. K* perhaps may consider what to 
do in that respect."—Mrs. Knowles died Feb. 4, 1807, at the age of 80, 


From 
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From John Lee*> Esq, 

■ Dear Sie^ Staindrop, Aug, 29, 1776, 

Though I am long in answering your letter, I was not long 
in attending to for, as soon as I received it, I wrote to a 
friend who has frequent access to great men, and among the 
rest to the Lord Chancellor, inclosing your letter to him, and 
in treating that if he could do you any favour in your present 
suit, he would for your sake and mine too exert himself in your 
business, I shall be very happy to hear of your success, and so 
will Ml'S, Lee, who was very much moved (and no wonder) by 
your letter to me. If any thing furtlier occurs to you upon the 
subject of it, and you think I can be of any service, do not spare 
me under any apprehension that I shall think you troublesomej 
for that will not be the case, I did not write to Mr, Buller, be¬ 
cause [ had the misfortune to incur the Lord Chancellor's dis- 

* This 3 uitly-celeb rated Counsellor, well-known at the Ear by the 
name of Hmesi Jack Lee^ was sometime the Representative in Parlia¬ 
ment for Highani Ferrers, He died Aug, 5, 1793, in his 61st year. He 
was appointed Solicitor-General to the Kin^, first, upon Mr, Mansfield's 
promotion in 1782, and, secondly, upon Sir Richard Arden’s removal in 
J 783 , In the latter year he was appointed Attorney-General, upon the 
death of Mr, Wallace* These preferments were given him under the ad¬ 
ministration of the Marquess of Rockingham and the Duke of Portland. 
At the time of bis death he was Attorney-General of the County Pala¬ 
tine of Lancaster, Of his distinguished professional abilities it is unne¬ 
cessary to speak ; they deservedly gained him a most extensive practice. 
To an accurate and profound knowledge of the laws of his country, be 
added a more splendid accomplishment, an uniform integrity of conduct, 
which peculiarly marked his character. Blessed with a memor)’^ uncom¬ 
monly tenacious, he had diligently cultivated the ornamental parts of 
general Literature, In his manners he was mild and gentle j in bis dispo¬ 
sition he was open and ingenuous ; in all his demeanour humble and 
affable, and in the relative duties of society truly amiable. He left a 
widow and a daughter to lament his loss; and several relations at Leeds 
in Yorkshire, His memory is thus preserv-ed in Stalndrop Church : 

Near this place are deposited the remains nf John Lee, esquire, one 
of hts Majesty’s counsel at law ; attorney-general for the county-palatine 
of Lancaster, and sometime for this county also j and member of parlia¬ 
ment for Higham Ferrers, He died on the fifth day of August, 17^3, in 
the silty-first year of his age, after having attained, by means equally 
honourable to bis abilities and principles, an eminent rank in his profes¬ 
sion, and successively filled the offices of solicitor and attorney general to 
his Majesty* During the course of an active and useful life, he was dis¬ 
tinguished for a natural eloquence singularly adapted to forensic disputa' 
tion ; an indefatigable zeal in promoting, as an advocate, the interest 
of individuals; and a warm invariable atiacliment to the Laws and Con¬ 
stitution of his Country, Free from all religious bigotry, be manifested, 
both ilk his public and private oonducl, a firm belief in the Christian Re¬ 
velation ^ and unifortnly acted on the persuasion, that an observance of 
iti precepts is its best support, A benevolent cheerfulness of disposHioih 
united wiih a peculiar pleasantry in conversation, procured him the 
esteetn of numerous friends, whom no change of fortune could induce 
him to neglect. And by the practice of every social virtue, as well as a 
steady exertion of his uncommon talents in support of justice and rational 
hberiy, be acquired an indisputable claim to the remerahrance of all who 
admired superior parts, or respect integrity of character.** 

pleasure 
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pleasure once by a free animadversion on an instance of hb 
public conduct, I thought therefore 1 might serve you more 
e^ctually by keeping a little out of sight, 

“ Pray send the inclosed to Mr* Lindaeyb lodgings* 

I anij dear Sir, yours faithfully, John Lee/" 

From the Rev* Paul-Henry 
'' Dear Doctor, Monday Mornmg, 

** 1 have appointed Michaelis, whose father was Haller's most 
intimate fnend, and who is consequently the man in England who 
knows most of him, to meet you here this evening at tea, I hope 
therefore it will suit you to come 5 if not, I will fix a morning fur 
us to call upon him* Ever sincerely yours, P* H. Maty,” 

From Lieutenant-General Robert MelvillI, 

Dear Sir, Mount Melvill, mar St.Andrm^^ July 11,17SS* 
" I am induced to give you this trouble, from my wish to learn 
from yourself that you have recovered from the pain fill and severe 
illness under which I had the uneasiness to leave you, but if it 
shall be improper for you to be at the fatigue of writing, do not 
trouble youi^elf to answer me on the following points :-“Has 
the Poem of Mrs* F. been inserted in the Gentleman's Magazine ? 

" Will it be proper, and when, to publish what was proposed in 
justice to the injured Admiral ? Is Mr, Gough still desirous to in¬ 
sert among his Sepulchral hlonuments an engraving from a diuw- 

^ See the “ Literary Aciecdotea,” vol. Ill, p* 3SP, 

■f* This veteran officer was of an ancient and honourable family 

of Strathkinness, in the county of Fife, and at the time of his death the 
oldest General in his Majesty's service. He was an excellent classical 
scholar, a man of the strictest honour, and a complete gentleman. In the 
year ] T43 he entered into the Army as an ensign in the SSth Regiment; 
and, after serving with great military reputation in various parts of the 
world, he was. In the year 1763, appointed Governor-General of the Ceded 
Islands, comprehending Grenada, with its dependent Islands, Dominica, 
St. Vincentes, and Tobago j which last, from an uncultivated wilderness, 
was brought to be a valuable sugar colony under his administration. By 
hia humanity and prudence an alarming insurrection of the Slaves in 
Grenada was terminated without blood&bed or expence. His kind treat¬ 
ment of the new French subjects attached them to the British Govern¬ 
ment, and enabled him to obtain, from the Court of Franca, In the year 
1783, an abolition of the droit d*aubaine In favour of the inhabitants of 
Tobago, which bad been ceded to that Power at the Peace, This was his 
last public transaction ; and ever after his thoughts and bis fortune were 
employed in works of philanlhrophy and beneficence. It is no addi¬ 
tion to the honour of this truly good man, that he was descended of an 
an lien t and noble family. Born a Gentleman (a character be supported 
in all iti enviable exceSlencies to the last), and having received a suitable 
education, tutored with the early habits of industry, be was a scholar, a 
pbiloGopher, a soldier, and a man of business, with an enlarged and com¬ 
prehensive mind. Being of a lively disposition, be was, in old age, wbat 
he had been in youth and riper years, the desirable companion of men of 
science, business, and pleasure, both to young and old, and never so happy 
as when promoting the interest and consequence in society of young men 
whose principles and talents be thought favourably of; and there are 
many now living who do honour to bis judgment and friendship, both in 
Voi* IV., 3 H military 
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ing of Archbishop Sharp's tomb, if I shall procure one for him? 
And, lastly, will your friend Mr. Nichols be still glad to receive 

and jiablish in the ' Bibliothtca Topographica BriUnnica/ some 
narrative^ of the discovery which I made of Jul. Agricola's camps 
in 1754j which were afterwards inserted in the Government Survey 
of Scotland ? and, if so, how soon it ought to be sent to him ? 
My conversation with Mr, Nichols on this matter happened so 
long ago, that he may perhaps have forgot it. 

I made a subsequent promise to our friend Mr. Pinkerton 
on the point of Agricola*s camps, which 1 mean also^ to keep; 
but it would be best that you say nothing on the subject until 
I sliali see you, I am ever, my dear Doctor, 

Your most obedient servant, Bobeet Melvill.*^ 


From the Rev. John Moore. 

Dear Sir, Jbingdon, Jan,^ 9, 1773^ 

I thank you heartily for your kind and entertaining letter. 
My cold was so o[>pressive, that I could not go to Oxford last 
week as I intended. I hope to be there in a little time, and will 
l>e mindful of the inquiries you have desired j but at present the 
two gentlemen I peculiarly designed to apply to are absent. I 
readily subscribe to your opinion of the miserable poverty of 
many of the Tatlers. 

military and civil life. His urbanity was exemplary; his ear was ever 
open to the cry of the distressed widow and fatherless ; and his band ever 
ready to bestow liberally to the deserving poor* In the course of the 
General's office be was blown.up by the springing of amine, and very 
nearly lost his life. In consequence of the explosion his sight was much 
injured, and he became entirely blind for many of the last years of his 
life. He was moreover disabled from walking by an enormous swelling 
on one of his kgs. When reduced to this state, he discontinued his hos¬ 
pitable dinners, at which his guests w ere always sure, twice a week, to 
meet with the choicest company, the flow of reason, and a hearty wel¬ 
come. Neveriheless, be bad his levees to the last, and his friends met 
frequently at proper seasons. But latterly it may be truly said he lived 
with great CECoiiomy in his own bouse, that he might be able to give 
more UberalSy to the public charities and the needy. He died in Great 
George-street, Edinburgh, in bis eighty-sixth year, Aug, 29# i809, and 
was succeeded in bis estates and name by his nephew, John-Whyte Mel- 
vill, Esq. of Bannochc, in Flfeshire—Dr.Tytler, in his Voyage Home 
from the Cape of Good Hope," speaking of General MelviU, observes that, 
“ After a long course of meritorious services, civil and military, in differ¬ 
ent countries, during which he was repeatedly wounded j and, by the last 
wound, in the West Indies, his loss of sight was occasioned, attended with 
a narrow escape of his life, from an explosion of gunpowder j has thereby 
been forced to live in retirerneni for many years past. And, to the peculiar 
honour of this General and Governor, it is universally known that, with 
the greatest opportunities of easily enriching himself, no one. ever at¬ 
tained to his rank with so little expences to his country j having likewise, 
it is beUeved, never, since his retirement, applied for nor enjoyed any of 
tbe customary advantages and emoluments allowed in such cases of re¬ 
tirement." See the Literary Anecdotes," vol, VIll. p- 11. 

♦ This valuable coinmun [cation of Lie utenanbGeneral MelviU is printed 
in No, 36 of the Bibliotheca Topographica Britaunicaand see the 
“ Literary Anecdotes," vol. VIIL p. IL 

Your 
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Your information concerning our Petition has given me 
pleasure. Tliough I cannot flatter myself mth any hopes of 
carrying our point, no man can be stronger in the doctrine of 
perseverance than lam. 1 know that we ought notj and in this 
case 1 feel that J cannot, wish for evil that good may come | but I 
am much inclined to think, that our continued application for 
redress, and the Bishops' continued rejection, will be of- more 
service to us as a party, than the acquiescence of these opponents. 
1 will not at present enter particularly into this affair, as to whicli 
you and I seem to have much the same sentiments, 1 shall write 
to Mr. Fuller by this post, and desire him to send you a large 
frank or two for roe, for I shall be extremely glad to receive the 
BiU as soon as it is formed, 

I read the ^ Inquiry into the Principles of Toleration,’ &c. 
at Bath vvith the greatest satisfaction, ft is indeed an admirable 
pamphlet, and thought so almost universally, I knew the author 
at Dr. Latham's academy, where he had entered just as 1 was 
leaving it. He was then a clever young fellow. I have never seen 
him since, nor heard much of him, but upon this occasion. I 
will thank you if you will send me his pamphlet, aud Dr, Wil¬ 
liams’s, which I have not seen : I shall be glad likewise of Dean 
Tucker's a^'nst Dr. Kippis; and of Hitchins’s thing, though I 
am told it is as foolish as it is invidious. When will Dr. Fur- 
neaux publish ? I want to see his book very much, and have 
been informed it would be out immediately after the holidays. 
Will you, at your leisure, send these and any others on the sub¬ 
ject you think proper, and ivhich have been published this winter, 
to Mr. Bouquet's, and desire him to pay you for them, And you 
will oblige Mrs, Palmer if you will send iirs. Atkin’s Poems with 
them.—My Sisters will take care to make the enquiries you men¬ 
tion, at Si. James’s, the first opportunity. 

When you see Mr. Cook, I will beg my respectful and very 
hearty compliments and good wishes to him and his femily. I 
am sure his company much contributed to make Bath agreeable 
to me : I often think of him. I shall write about Mr. Pickborne 
to Mr. Fuller, though as he has never given a hint of the affair 
since I saw him. I suspect the scheme is lain aside or altered.— 
I thank God, I continue well, all but my cold, which I doubt I 
shall not soon get rid of. I am, &c, J, Moore.” 


From the Rev. Dr. John Ogilvie*. 

Dear Sir, Midmarj near jlberdem^ Nov, ^2, 1772. 
“ As I could not see you when ! left London, which my en¬ 
gagements with mine Host of the Blue Boar rendered more ab- 


mjf *4 OgUvie, a Puet of some eminence. Minister of 

Midmar, and Anthai of several Works on Theology and the Belles Leitres. 
la J759 (bein^ thtJi M. A.) be published a Third Edition of The Day of 
Jod^ment, a Poem, in Two Books to which were then added, 1. An 

Ode to Melauchol^y; 2. Ode on Sleep; 3. Ode on Time; 4. To the Memory 
of Mr. H. M. an Elegy; 5. To the Memory of the late piou) and ingenioui 

Mr. 
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mpt than I expected, I embrace with pleasure this opportunity 
to return you my best acknowledgments for the friendly in¬ 
stances of your obliging concern in my affair when 1 was in 
London. I was then only sorry that you had not looked over 
the MSS. as the Work was probably deprived by that means of 
some valuable corrections* and the author of a critic, whose 
judgment of it would have in a great measure determined his 
own. My cousin writes me that you had spoke of it to Mr. 
Strachan*, whom 1 am sorrythat I missed seeing. You have, I hope, 
by this time perused the Essay, as I can add the weight of your 
own opinion, if favourable, to that of Dr. Kippis, to whom I eg 
yon will make my best compliments and acknowledgments wten 
you see him. As you will easily judge of the uneasiness I suffer 
from being kept in suspense, I shall look on it as an additional 
obligation to those already conferred on an old fhend, that you 
will enable Mr. Strachan by your advice and influence to finish 
the affair as soon and as advantageously as possible, f must 
likewise recommend that young gentleman to your fnendship: 
I will venture to assure you that he deserves it. I know so well 
the benevolence of your disposition, that an apology, which upon 
another occasion I should look on as necessary, I omit on the 
present, as superfluous. If I can be of service to you in any thii^ 
here, it will give me pleasure to testify by doing every thing in 
my power that real esteem, with which I am, &c. J. Ogilvie. 

" Deah Sir, Aberdeen, Mat/ 24, 1774. 

" I know not whether you have received a copy of my remarks 
on Composition, which 1 desired your friend Mr. Robinson to 
ffive you in my name ; but if you have not received it, 1 beg you 
wllbe 30 good as to call for one handsomely bomd, and that you 
will take it as a sincere, however imperfect, testimony of the au- 
thor’s esteem and friendship. You may believe that it will give me 


Mr. Henry; 6. The Third Chapter of Habbakuk P"'!; 

litbed also, “ Providence, an Allegorical Poem, in Three Books, I J 64, 

« Solitude, or the Elysium of the Poets, a Vision ; to which « “"“1“'“®“* 
an Elegy to the Memory of the Earl of Pindlater, 1766. In 1767 (when 
D. D. and Minister of Midmar), “ Sermons on several Subj^ts ; in noSj 
“ Paradise, a Poemj” and “ Poems on several Subjects, mTwo Volumes; 

Philosophical and Critical Ohserralions on the Nature, Characters, an 
Species of Composition, 1774," 2 vols.; » Ron a, a Poem in 
illustrated with a correct Map of the Hebrides, and other Engravin s, 
1777 i" » The Theology of Plato compared with P^^’P’'® Jl! 
Oriental and Gtecian.PhilosopUers, by John Ogilvie, D.D. F. R.S.i!..i7»it 
■' Britannia, a national Epic Poem in Twenty Books; to which is pretaeU 
a Critical Dissertation on Epic Machinery, 1801“ An Examination of 
the Evidence from Prophecy in Behalf of the Christian Religion; pre 
before the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge ; wR 
an Appendix, containing an Account of the Proceedings of the Society from 
February 1802 to February 1803." In Blacklock's Poems is one addressed 
«to the Rev. Dr. John Ogilvie." He died in May 1814 j 
the only survivor of a number of literary characters among t e o 
Clergy, whose fame commenced with the Accession of his late Majes y, 
adorned the long course of his Reign. , , ^ i 

• Not the eminent Printer, but a Bookseller in the Strand. 
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pleasure to hear of its obtaining your approbation; but as 1 will 
venture to say, that few people aie more ready to acknowleOge 
faults of whatever kind, when candidly pointed out, or more 

solicitous to coiTect them than I am, it will be a favour o e 

me know your real and unbiassed opinion in the preset case. 
I oiiffht perhaps much sooner to have acknowledged the obii^ng 
solicitude you discovered in my behalf when 1 was last in London j 
but I was deterred from writing, partly by the expectation you 
left me to form of having an opportunity to repay some part of 
your civilities in this countiy, and partly by the prospect 1 naa 
of writing to you, vnth a copy of the piece 1 noiv offer to your 
acceptance, which I thought would have been published at least 
some months ago. When you see Dr. Kippis, 1 b^ you will 
tnake iiiy complinaents to him* it is some time since i wiote 
to him, and asked my cousin Mr, Strachao to present htm wilL a 
copy of the book, I shall be glad to be informed that he has 
received It, as 1 have had no return, 

" Pray write me at what time you .seriously propose to see 
your native place, which you will find much improved. You 
have some friends here who would see you with much pleasure. 
Are you still as busy as when I saw you ? I suppose by this time 
the greatest part of your Work^ will be over.—You may believe 
that it will always be agreeable to me to heat of your prosperity, 
and to have an opportunity of expressing the esteem and friend¬ 
ship with which I am, dear Sir, Ogilvie, 


From Dr, William OoiLViEf. 

Dear Sih, King’s College, Aberdeen, Aug. 20, 1795, 

It gave me great pleasure to understand from Doctor Dun¬ 
bar that you retain a remembrance of our former short acquaint¬ 
ance. 1 can assure you the recollection of it is not less agree¬ 
able to me, and on that footing I take the liberty of requesting 
that when your leisure permits, you will take the trouble of look¬ 
ing at Mr, Shaw's medals, and if you lind there any number of 
those struck by the free cities of Ancient Greece, that you will 
purchase for me to the amount of four or five guineas. My 
small collection is meant for the use of our students here, to 
whose inspection it is occasionally exhibited, so I wish for nothing 
rare or costly, but rather a good number of coins for the money 
1 can afford, and in tolerable preservation. 

No coins of Greece, properly so called, Ionia, or the Islanck, 
can come amiss to me. As to those of Sicily or Magna Gracia, 
I am better provided, excepting only the three cities of Agri- 
gentum, Crotona, and Vetia, 1 could wish likewise to have one 
or two specimens of the Incusi, 1 am confident, Sir, that if your 
convenience may at all permit, you will not decline doing me the 

♦ Dr, Calder was at that time cDgaged as Editor of ihe ** CyclopEedia,*' 
f Wiiiiam O^ilvie, LL,D, Professor of Haraanity (Litert£ Humaniores) 
in the King^s College, Aberdeen, for more than half a century* He died 
Feb, J4, 131^, in his 82d year, 

favour; 
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favour I and I beg you to believe with great pleasure 1 BhouW 
endeavour to execute any commands of yours in this place, 1 
am with much respect, and the most sincere good wishes. 

Your most obedient bumble servant, William Ooilvie/* 


From Thomas Pehkant**, Esc^, 

Sotitk Moulton Street, April 4, 1730, 

" Mr* Pennant presents his compliments to Dr. Calder, and 
hopes he will excuse the liberty taken by a stranger in enquiring 
whether Dr* Calder has the Supplement to De BufFon, published 
in Holland last year by Allemandp Mr, Pennant having immediate 
occasion to examine the account of an antelope, in torn* lY, lib, 
lx* of that Supplement, described under the name of Gazel a 
bourse sur le Dos*; In that case Mr. Pennant will beg leave to 
wait on Dr. Calder,” 

« SiE, South Moulton Street, April 27* 

. " It gives me great concern to find my time so taken up in 
the short stay I make here, as to prevent me thanking you in 
person for your obliging favour ^ and am sorry that 1 can be of 
no use in your design* There have been certainly more volumes 
published by Allemande; 1 have caused a friend to write for 
them, and if I should get them, and think they will be of any 
service to you, I will take the liberty of informing you, I am, 
Sir, your obliged humble servant, Tho* Penijant ” 

From the Rev* Dr* Joseph Priestley f- 
'' Dear Sir, Caine, July 7 , 1775* 

I have read your articles for the Dictionary with much plea¬ 
sure, My only objection to them is that they are too diffuse for 
the purpose of such a Work* It is possible however that many 
readers may be pleased with a few of such articles, and therefore 
they may recommend the Work, I am sensible, likewise, that 
it is exceedingly difficult to write just so much as a Dictionaiy 
requires, and give any satisfaction to your employers, who will 
like to see the matter of your reading and industry, which upon 
my plan would not much appear* There are some repetitiuna 
in the article of Air, especially in the paper I gave you, and your 
quotations from Sir John Pringle, 

With this letter I send to the press my second volume, and 1 
hope it will be printed soon* When that is done, I will gladly 
give you a summary of it for your Work, and you may easily find 
a place for it, or at least subjoin it to the whple Work. 

I depend upon your paying me a visit this summer, At 
present we are in a good deal of confusion, having the carpenters 
below stairs, while we dine above. In about a month I hope 
we shall be in a more complete state. 

“ Yours most sincerely, J* Priestley.” 

^ Of this eminent Naturalist ami Antiquarian Tourist, see the Lite¬ 
rary Anecdotes," vol* VIL pp, 31G, 647, 

*f See tbc ** Literary Anecdotes,” voJ. VlL pp. 334, 636, 


Diab 
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« Deak Sir, Cake, July 17, 1777- 

I thank you for your attention to the passage from the 
Encyclopedia, 1 intended to have written to you about it, but 
forgot. I never saw the passage myself, and only heard of it 
from you. The meaning of my desiring Mr. Johnson to pot it 
into your hands was, that you would point out to me any thii^ 
that you thought exceptionable, and it is not yet too late to <io it. 

“ 1 have no conception how the late Bill would have been 
a legal security for Ariaiis or Socinians* T wish you would state 
to me the ground of that opinion, and send me a copy of the 
Bill. I suppose they were printed. Inclose it in a cover, directed 
Lord Shelburne, at Bowood, near Caine* i may perhaps make 
an Apiiendix relating to it, retracting or asserting my present 
opinion, as 1 shall see occasion, I do not think that the friends 
of the late Bill will have reason to be dissatisfied with me upon 
the whole; and I am far from apprehending that any thing I 
have written can do them the least disservice, though they should 
not change the ground of their application. 

“ I am just got into my house at Caine, and upon the whole 
like the situation very tvelL Could you not make it convenient 
to spend a few weeks with me here this summer ? VVe shall 
always have a bed for a friend, and you may depend upon 
a most hearty welcome. I think you want some such relief 
from your various pressures. 1 expect to receive niy apparatus 
the next week, and perhaps some of the experiments 1 shall be 
carrying on may contribute to amuse you. The stage-coach will 
bring you hither in about half a day, and carry you back again 
in the same time. 1 hope it will be another inducement to you 
if I add, that your company will be useful to me in several of 
my schemes of composition. Let me have as early a notice of 
your coming as you can give me, that I may take care to be at 
home, and have things ready for your reception. 

I beg I may hear from you soon, and am, with the greatest 
esteem and affection, dear Sir, yours sincerely, J. Priestley," 


From the Rev. Dr. Humphrey Primatt 
** Dear Sir, Bighamj near Strai/ordtSuffolk^ June 16,1773. 

" I take the opportunity by a friend to acknowledge the ex¬ 
ceeding great pleasure and improvement I received from our very 

• Of Clare Hall, Cambridge; B. A. 1757 ; M, A. 17^5, He was 
licensed lo the Vicarage of Hicham, Suffolk, Feb. 57, 17^0, on the pre¬ 
sentation of Bishop Hayter by lapse; and, April 14, 176b. was ifi&tiiuted 
to the Vicarage of Swardeston, Norfolk, on the presentation of the Hon. 
Henry Hobart. He held also the Rectory of Brampton in that County. 
Oct, 5, 1769, be married Miss Gulliver j and in 1771 resigned both his 
Norfolk Livings, and Higbam also in 1774; in which year (having received 
the diploma of D, I), from the Mariacbal College of Aberdeen, and pos¬ 
sessing a good private fortune) he retired to Ktngston-upon-Thaines, Iti 
1776 he published A Dissertation on the Duty of Mercy to Brute Ani¬ 
mals which he did not long survive, as his Relict was re-married iu 
January 1786. 

short 
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short acquaintance in town- I know not how it is, but so pass¬ 
ible are our natures, that we sometimes admire and love at first 
sight— Veni, vidi, tu vicistL Physiognomy is my fevourite study. 

I shall be veiy happy to see you at Higham j your company will 
be a gi'eat favour. It may indeed be lost time to you, but to us 
it will be great gain t pardon, my selfishness. We were much 
pleased with your excellent and benevolent Sermon on the death 
of Mr. Whitefield. I have read the ' Letters to the Pi'elates/ and 
admire the keenness as well as the pure language of the writer. 

1 have sent you * The Praise [of Folly and having said this, 1 
dare add no more, than that I am, H. Pbtmatt. 

How fare the good Doctors l?rice and Amory, and the ner¬ 
vous Chrysostomic Mr. Ratcliff?—I have not the happiness of 
knowing the corporeal part of Dr. Beattie, but I have in Truth 
his soul locked up in my book-case ^ and a good soul it is.— 
I shall be much obliged to you for a key to the signatures in the 
' Theological Repository/—Once more yours, H. P/’ 

“ Dear Sib, Bigkamf Nov. 11, 17T3. 

I cannot help expressing to you my concern as well as sur¬ 
prise that I have not been fovoured with a line from you since 1 
had the pleasure of seeing you in London. 

I had long pleased myself with the delightful, but, alas, 
fruitless expectation of your agreeable company at this place, as 
I hope our tempers and turn of mind are similar j but you are 
too happy in the superior orb of men of learning, freedom, and 
genius, to look down upon one who is unfortunately debarred 
from all rational converse, through the narrow and bigoted no¬ 
tions of his brethren. However, 1 rejoice in your freedom, which 
I should be glad to partake of j your silence therefore has been 
a great discouragement to me in my literary pursuits, as we are 
naturally averse to walk alone. But it will be some satisfaction 
to me to hear that you are well, for though I am denied the 
favour of your presence, I know not why I should be denied the 
pleasure of the communication of your sentiments. 

I was lately at Norwich, where 1 heard from my worthy 
friend the Deputy Chancellor of Norwich, that he had authority 
to say it, that the Bishop of Norwich * would have sent his 
|jroxy to the House of Lords in your favour when your Bill was 
before them, if he had had the least] information that the Bishop 
of Lincoln t would have supported it. I am much obliged to you 
for recommending to me Graham on the Atonement, and the 
excellent and spirited ' Letter to the Prelates/ by the worthy Mr. 
Ratcliff, I beg my compliments to the ivorthy Doctors Price 
and Amory, and Mr, Ratcliff, whom 1 shall always esteem and 
respect, though but little known to them. H. Primatt.” 

♦ Dr. Philip Yonge. t John Greene- 


Dear 


REV. DR. PEI MATT TO DB. C ALDER. 84 1 


" Deab SiH, Higharn^ Nov. 20, 1773, 

I am very much obliged to you for sending me my diplomaj 
which I received last night, and particularly for your trouble 
and fidelity, which I shall ever gratefully i^member, not forget¬ 
ting the other reverend and learned gentlemen, to whom my 
thanks are due, and whom 1 shall aUvays esteem as Brethren, 
dearly beloved in the Lord. I much regret the miscarriage of 
your former favour to me, which never came to hand. Such 
losses are irreparable, and to me extremely mortifying, I am 
very much obliged to you for your quotation from Aristotle re¬ 
lative to the sanguine sweat. When I bind up my * Theological 
Repositories,' which I propose to do soon, I will insert a blank 
leaf at the place, and transcribe your remark upon it. I am soiry 
for the account you give of Mr, Evanson*: 1 hope it is not true> 
but, alas, in these cases I fear the worst, Bigotiy has no mercy, 
and persecution is the grand support of error. Indeed, I always 
take it for granted, when I hear a man is persecuted for his opi¬ 
nions, that the person so persecuted must be nearer the truth 
than his tormentors, because St. Paul tells me that, * if I had all 
feith, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing/ 

The case of Mr. Lindsey is truly deplorable. You mistake 
in calling him mp friend, if thereby you suppose that I per¬ 
sonally know him. So far from it, I do not where he lives, nor 
what his preferment is. But as a friend to truth, and liberty 
of conscience, you are welcome to call him friend^ though he 
dwelt at St. Catherine's in the moon* I am sorry for his resolu¬ 
tion to quit the Church. It is absolutely necessary some of our 
friends should stay in it to help our common cause. If every 
Officer in an Army were to resign his commission as soon as he is 
sensible of mal-administtation therein, or even of the many in¬ 
tolerable grievances of State, there would never have been any 
instances of the most glorious and salutary Revolutions, For 
my own part, I am heartily sick myself, and shall be glad to get 
out of bondage, and fully purpose to do it; and hope when free 
I shall be able to help others out, but I would not have all follow 
my example, I have been blamed for my former resignations of 
my Norfolk Livings, In our Petition to Parliament, 1 could 
then have swelled the list with the additions of Rector of Bramp¬ 
ton and Vicar of Swardistonj but, alas, they would have been 
only two great mill-stones about my neck: I am much easier 
now than i was when 1 saw you in town^ for on TrinUy Sunday 
last, I made before my congregation a solemn protest against 
the Athanasian heresy, and desired them all to take notice of it, 
and that in my future ministrations, I should consider myself in 
no other light in certain parts of the Offices of the Church, than 
as an Officer of the State, exercising ministerially enjoined ser¬ 
vices, which 1 would not approve. But, alas, my dear Sir, this 
" is but a tempoinry salve for a sore in itself incumble. 

♦ See the Literary Aaecdotet,” vol VJ. p. 482. 
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Next spring I set out in earnest to choose a retreat from 
all these odious embarrassments, I wish I knew where Mr. Lind¬ 
sey lives, and I would take the lilierty to write to him upon the 
occasion, to dissuade him from his purpose if 1 could j for 1 frar, 
if all the friends of truth renounce the Church Communion, 
spiritual tyranny will raise again its Gorgon head, and the fires 
of Smithfield again be kindled by the flashes of lightning from the 
Vatican. The Winter is too near at hand to tiatier me with the 
hopes of seeing you, which I am sorry for, as l have a thousand 
things to say to you, and many papers on the important subject, 
wbii^ I must commit to the flames before I remove. 

“ It grows late, and I must soon conclude. 1 beg of you to 
take care of your health, for the sake of your friends, but above 
all for the sake of Christ and his Church. 

" Dr. Stanton has lately intimated to a gentleman a desire of 
my acquaintance. It is with great pleasure you have now ena¬ 
bled me to treat him as a brother in Christ Jesus; and 1 purpose 
shortly to make him a visit. May it please the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to purify the Church which he hath 
purchased with its own blood. Yoii see I do not forget your 
criticism-— Dominus tecum. 

“ It might seem too selfish in me to desire to see you at 
Higham in the winter, as a journey of 59 miles at this season of 
the year might be injurious to your healthy but be assured that 
at all times when agreeable and "covenient to yourself, your com¬ 
pany will be an exceeding great pleasure as well as obligatioii to 
Your humble servant, H. Pki m att ,** 

Dear Sir, Hi^kum, Feb. 12, 1774. 

1 see at length Mr. Lindsey has resigned—a noble testimony 
of truth and integrity ! 1 have read his ^ Apology,’ and admire 

it. May the blessing of God ever attend the Confessors of pure 
Christianity. 1 shall be glad to follow his good example, though 
it will not be in my power to imitate him in all respects. 

You will much oblige me if you would give me a speedy and 
short account of Cheshunt. Is the place healthy ? is the neigh¬ 
bourhood agreeable ? Are they High Church or Low Church, 
or between both, or no Churcli at all ? Is there,a IMeeting, and 
of what denomination ? what sort of an Established Minister ? 
Who is the Christian Pastor? An answer to these enquiries 
may perhaps induce me when I go my journey to steer that way 
first. In truth, I will go any where you please to send me if 1 
can but get away from ignorance and bigotry; but 1 cannot live 
in the gay world, therefore not too neai' to ^ndon. 

I wish I knew a proper way of testi^ing my sense of the 
honour 1 have received from the Marischal College; perhaps you 
can help me out. My choicest books 1 have bequeathed to them- 
As long as 1 live, 1 shall be unwilling to part with them, for I 
cannot do without them. 

As soon as Easter is past, I begin my ramble, and about that 
time shall be in towm. Pray let me know wiien is your yearly 
meeting or audit for the benefit of the widows of Dissenung 

Ministers j 
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Miniatera j I deaire to be a subscriber.—^Pray let me know if the 
Cracoriau Cateciiism is to be bought in England: I should be 
glad to have it. I have lately translated a little piece of F. S. S. 
from tho Frstr^s Poloni, viz^ * Escsimination of the common ar¬ 
guments in favour of the Trinity.’ If Mr. Johnson will accept 
of it after you have given your Imprimatur, he shall be wel¬ 
come to it* 1 have another work in hand, the Thirty-nine Ar¬ 
ticles, with notes and observations i?i studiosorum. 

‘a am, dear Sir, fitc. Hum. Primatt;' 

" Dear Sir, ffigham, March 16, 1774. 

1 am particularly obliged to you tor your kind thoughts of 
me in the multiplicity of your engagements, and am sorry none 
of your proposals will suit me, 1 should think myself very 
happy to be near such worthy and good men as Drs. Kippis 
and Pricey but as to Sydenham, the circumstance of indifferent 
water is to me a very great objection, besides that it is loo tiear 
to town, and Newington Green is much nearer. 

" I acknowledge my defect in not acquainting you with stmdrj/ 
essential drcui7islances, which, as I had applied to you, it was 
necessary you should knoit, though I would not iiave it known 
to all the world. Relying therefore on your conscience, I will 
freely unbosom myself My wife and self are what the world 
calls two old fashioned folks, VVe love peace and retirement. 
The noise and bustle and pomp of the world is to us insipid 
and nauseous } and though we might live in the world without 
partaking of its vanities, yet the very sight of them is very dis¬ 
agreeable to us. We have indeed a large income, and if we 
pleased might make a figure; but we have an eye to everlasting 
habitations, therefore endeavour to make to ourselves friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness. My family at present consists 
of two men serv'aiits and three maids. 1 keep my chariot, and 
have five horses. My house is a pretty neat parsonage, but makes 
no more shew than its owner, therefore we live frugally, but 
genteelly; and yet we save up no money, nor indeed do we de¬ 
sire to do it j for our hands and hearts are always open to dis¬ 
tress, and our highest happiness is to communicate happiness. 
We have given away more than we shall afterwards be able to 
do, perhaps to a degree of imprudence. We last year sunk our 
capital in acts of benevolence iria milUa librarum ^^ but if tve 
go on soj shall soon spin our noble to nine-pence. 

"^We at present live in a cheap country, and as I fama my 
glebe, my bread, and hay, and corn, is the produce of my own 
culture; but when we remove, we shall find an alteration in 
this respect. We shall make a little more shew for the lionour of 
Aberdeen, We shall keep more company, and perhaps in every 
respect enlarge our way of living, at the same time that our in¬ 
come will be much reduced by the resignation of a very good 
living, and the additional purchase of a house, &c. which now I 
possess I'ent free. To this I must add, that as we have neither real 
estate jjor trade, and purpose to follow no profession, we have 

no 
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no insans of improving our fortisnes at allj but shall bo fixod to 
a certain unimproveable incomej which may be diminished^ but 
cannot be enlarged. These particulars deserve some considei'a' 
tion. I would not have you think from what I have said, that I 
am going to draw in my horns, or mean Lo change my design 
of resignation of my living, or removing from it j for I fully 
purpose to do both ^ and shall set out on that account^ the week 
after Easter. The estate I shall be glad to purchase will be such 
an one as is proper for a gentleman that intends to live upon 500«. 
or 6QOL per annum^ Set the estate or rent at lOOi. to expend 500^ 
and I shall still have some left for others.—On Sunday last 1 re¬ 
ceived a letter from Mr. Lindsey in answer to one I lately seat 
him to dissuade him from his present scheme of erecting a new 
Church, lest it should obstruct the Dissenter’s cause 3 but it 
seems he is determined upon it, and as he is countenanced by 
the Dissenters, I pray God to prosper his and eyeiy attempt to 
restore the Gospel of Jesus Christ to original purity. 

1 think to be in town the beginning of the second week 
after Easter. 1 shall be rambling on the first week, and shall 
with the greatest pleasure wait upon you, whose friendship and 
esteem I shall always endeavour to deserve and retain. 

Pray present my best respects and unfeigned regard to the 
learned Dr. Price, and to all the reverend gentlemen of your 
cloth, who deign me worthy of their notice. Hum. Frimatt, 

'" Dear Sir, Kingsion-upon-Thames. {Undaied.2 

" It is a matter of great concern to me that 1 have not had 
the pleasure of seeing you for a long time. As I live near to 
town, when business calls me to the city 1 endeavour to dispatch 
my affairs in a few hours, that I may return to Kingston by 
night. This hurry deprives of the opportunity of calling on my 
friends, as when I used to stay in town some weeks ; but ! have 
called upon you twice, and you were not at home. However, 
give me leave to assure you, that you shall always meet with a 
kind and friendly reception at Kingston whenever it suits your 
convenience or health to breathe the country air 3 and a letter 
from you, if you come not, will always be acceptable. 

'' 1 take the liberty by Mr. Browne to beg the favour of you 
to send me the Norwich woman's letter, which I lent you when 
at Kingston, to shew to Dr. Priestley. If you have not taken a 
copy of it, and desire it, 1 will take the trouble off your hands, 
and transcribe it and send it to you. 

Pray let me know whether the fourth, volume of Dr, Priest¬ 
ley's ' Institutes* is yet published, 1 thank you much for pro¬ 
curing me ' Epaphras's Gospel Defence,* and the other pamph¬ 
lets, though the * Hints and Essays’ are not quite to my taste. 
I have heard our new minister Mr. Moody, and believe he will 
be a good preacher when mellowed by time. I repeat that a letter 
will be acceptable, but your company most desirable.—1 have lately 
had at my house a visitor, a Member of Dr, Price's congregation, 
who informed me that the Doctor is in Wales, H. Frimatt." 

From 
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From Gkantilt^e Sharp Esq. 

Sfr^ Old Jewryf March 3j 1777- 

** The favourable opinion of my laboiirs, which you was 
pieased to express in your Mnd and obliging letter of the ISth 
of August last, certainly demanded a much earlier acknowledg¬ 
ment ^ but I was very much enga^ at that time, and was 
obliged to content myself with sending a verbal message by the 
West Endian mulatto from Dominica in whose behalf you wrote ; 
and I hope he delivered it, together with a book (intituled, ' The 
Law of Retribution'), of which 1 then desired your acceptance j 
and I now request your acceptance also of four more tracts sent 
herewith as a further acknowledgment of my esteem for a gen¬ 
tleman whose sincere regard for the natural rights of mankind 
is so fully declared in the above-mentioned letter of the l^th of 
August last. I am, with respect. See. Granville Sharp/* 

From the Rev, Dr. Joshua Tdulmin+, 

** Rev, and dear Sir, Taunton^ Oct. 5, 177^* 

“ I return you my sincere thanks for the testimony of your 
friendship yours of March 14 affords me, and the hints it gives 
me, 1 am greatly encouraged to pursue my design by finding 
it meets with your approbation, and that of some of the gentle¬ 
men to whose judgment I owe much deference. Some of my 
acquaintance, i understand, rather wonder what I propose by a 
Lite of Socinus. A mere account of his sentiments, life and 
death, &c, they say will be of no service to the literary world, 
and will not be desired by the generality; an interesting life will 
require great pains, and needs the use of a large library. I ap¬ 
prehend your opinion, and that of those to whom 1 have com¬ 
municated my plan, Is very different on this matter 5 and there¬ 
fore I am inclined to pursue my d^ign without attempting a 
work merely calculated for the Literati, and yet something that 
may to the geneinlity be interesting and new^ not so much a 
critical as a popular Life of thb injured person, with a view to 
hold him forth to esteem and imitation. I have made some 
little progress in it, and have read what I have done to our friend 
Dr. Jeffries, I am so happy as to give him pleasure by it, and 
to receive his desire that I would go on. My other engagements 
have much drawn my attention from it 5 and 1 have rather been 
slackened by several charges which lie against him, and which 
are grounded on his own language—as the severity with which 
he treats the Semi-Judalzers, 

“ 1 am not without the pleasing hope that a more exact exa¬ 
mination of the places from whence such quotations are bor- 
• Of whom see the ** Literary Anecdotes," vol. 1, p. 443, 
f Minister of the Gospel at Taunton, in Somerset shire. He published 
a Volume of Sermons, principally addressed to Youth, 1770 and seve- 
ral single Sermons, He was also the Author of the *'The Life of John 
Biddle, 1789;" and of “ The History of the Parish of Taunton," 1791; 
and died July 33, 1815, In his 76th year. See some Menaoirs of him iti 
Gent. Mag. vol, LXXXV. ii. p, 473 ; and see also the General Index to 
the Magazine, vol 111. p. 413. 
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rowed, and which Mosheim also refers to, will, if not exculpate 
Sociiius, yet soften those apparent improprieties and harshness 
of sentiments and spirit. I have met with a vindication by 
Socinns himself, in hfe Works, of his character from the charge 
relative to the death and impiisonment of Francis Davidis. It 
appears a more difficult matter to clear him firom being' not en- 
tii’ely free from intolerant principles. 

'' It is easy indeed to observe, that he carried his modera-* 
tion and sentiments on liberty, as appears from what precedes 
this quotation, much farther than was usual in those daysj 
that he was hut a man, and that his defects in point of 
liberality of sentiments must be ascribed to the inftuence and 
prevailing notions of the times. But your opinion on these 
points, if your other business will allow you to give it, will 
greatly oblige me. I acknowledge with gratitude your kind 
disposition to assist me with the inspection and use of the proper 
books j and regret my distance from you, and the difficulty of 
coming at them in my situation, 1 have particularly sent for 
the " Dictionaire de Heresies,* and " Dictionaire Antiphiloso- 
phique/ but without success. If you could direct my brother 
Mr. Smith to procure them for me, I should be glad- The 
other books you refer to, 1 suppose, are too voluminous and ex¬ 
pensive to purchase merely for the sake of consulting them on 
one ariicle ; and perhaps a journey to London w'Jll give me an 
opportunity to look into them, and transcribe from them. What 
Is the size of the ^ El bliotheque des Ecrivans Antitrinitaires 
If it is one volume, l^mo or Svo, 1 could wash it was in your 
power to assist my worthy Brother to get it for me with the 
rest, I have by me ^ Bibliotheca Antitrinitanonem a Sandio/ 
lent me by Mr. Merivale, in which there is an abridged History 
of the Socinians. I suppose the Fi‘ench is a translation of this, 
and I want to number either that or the original amongst my 
books. The Unitarian Tracts were lent me by the same gen¬ 
tleman. I find these books difficult to be procured, as they are 
very scarce. 1 have received the ' Life of Socinus/ with which 
you have indulged me : it is a translation of Pzircovius's Life of 
this great man. Since your book came to hand, 1 have been so 
fortunate as to meet with the Cracovian Catechism in Latin, a 
neat copy and good Edition. I think it would make a useful 
publication by itself, and has no immediate connection with the 
Life of Socinus. It would, in my opinion, prove a very service¬ 
able manual of polemical divinity to comm on readers, if printed 
so as to be sold and dispersed at a low price. I could prepare 
an Edition for the press soon, whilst my other work stood still, 
to which 1 would wish to give lime. 1 have requested Dr. Jef¬ 
fries to take youris and Dr. Kippis's sentiments on this head. 
your*s indeed I hope to have from your own pen. You can 
also direct me where 1 can meet with the clearest and justest 
^ Account of Sabellianistn." 

But it is time to release you from this long scroll, and these 

tedious 
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tediotis questions. In nay situation there are few with whom 
! can converse on these points, or from whom I can receive 
much intelligence. This makes me more desirous to enga^ 
the assistance and bene St of Dr. Caltler’s extensive enquiries 
and comoiunicalive temper ; and more so, as your friendship 
here flatters my vanity : my pride is gratifled by the connexion ; 
and 1 hope the indulgence is not so vicious but you may contribute 
to it. 1 am, with greatest esteem for your character and learning, 
and With warmest wishes that Divine Providence may assist and 
succeed all your useful labours to, dear Sir, &c. J. Toulmin.^* 

'' Rev* and deab Sir, Tamdorij Aug, 7, 1773* 

Mr. Smith acquaints me that you had seen on a stall a book 
which yon apprehended would be very proper for my use in 
drawing up the Life of Socinus. He searched for it, but in vain, 
as he was greatly burned before he left town, and had not taken 
the directions for it with sufficient accuracy. Give me leave 
therefore to I'cquest the favour of you to buy it if it is not gone, 
and will not interfere with your time, or draw you too far from 
your usual walks. 1 am afraid to risk the waiting the opportu¬ 
nity of my brother-in-law^s return to London, least it should 
be laid hold of in the mean time. It would greatly oblige me 
if you meet any time with the single pieces of Socinus, or any 
thing that you apprehend would be materially serviceable to me, 
and the price does not run above twenty shillings, if you would 
not lose the opportunity of purchasing it on my behalf* 

I wish I could indulge the hope of a line in answer to the 
queries I was so free to trouble you with. In the expectation 
of being favoured with your’s and Dr, Kippis's sentiments, I have 
purposely kept back my Work for some months, and done scarcely 
any thing to it; but 1 am not insensible to your engagements* 
The above book, or any future purchase will teach me if com¬ 
mitted to Mr. S/s care* I confide in your benevolent temper to 
execute my repeated freedoms ^ and am, with great esteem and 
respect, dear Sir, your humble servant, Joshua Toulmin/' 

From the Rev. David W^illiams 
“ Dear Sir, Great Rm$ei Streetj BLoam^hury^ Feb, 4,1739. 

I am very unfortunate in being so much indisposed by an 
inflamed throat, as not to be permitted to leave the house. Going 
to the Clubf yesterday after a series of engagements which have 
distressed me, quite laid me up. 1 hope i shall soon have it in 
my power to pay Mrs. Calder and you a visit, and to congratu¬ 
late you on your prospect of happiness. In the mean time, if 
you should come to town, I hope you will not forbear calling on 
me, I have a guinea of your money, which I want to return to 
you. I beg my compliments to Mrs. Calder, and to the cheerful 
and agreeable party which will visit you. D. Williams/' 

♦ The well-known benevolent Founder of the Literary Fund. He died 
July 29, me. See Cent* Mag, voh LXXXVL ii. p. 0fS. 

f A select Literary Societ y, established in 1779 j out of which emanated 
in 1790 the Literary Fund. 

Dr* 
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- Dr. Calder to Mr. Nichols. 

My dear Friend, Lisson Grove, July 1% 1814. 

'' During^ my confinement to the fire-side, and an illness for 
more than nine months, I am indebted to you for much relief, 
information, and entertainment, which I have had from your 
rich treasure of pleasing knowledge, ' The Literary Anecdotes of 
the Eighteenth Century.* Now that the weather gets warmer, 
i get better, but veiy slowly, and now that I could venture into 
the open air, 1 am so weak that I cannot take the benefit of it 
by walking out, as usual, and can only amuse myself a little In 
my garden, lam very deaf, which greatly unfits me for con- 
Tersation, but 1 lament much more the feilure of my memory, 
by which I soon lose the intelligence I would fein retain, and 
am become so forgetful, that with all the recollection in my 
power, 1 have but little remembrance of things with*which I 
had taken pains to become acquainted. After all, 1 cannot be 
sufficiently thankful to the Gracious Giver of all Good, that I still 
enjoy my sight unimpaired, and a pretty copious collection of 
books on all branches of science, which 1 can use from morning 
to night, 60 that my life is not uncomfortable. 1 am constrained 
by the importunity of my Brother to give you, who are ever 
busy, this trouble. He has fallen in loi'e with your * Anecdotes," 
and is going out of town, and requested me to apply for a copy. 

Reluctant as I anj to write letters, I complied with his re¬ 
quest to me, the lather as I have been for some time desirous 
to apply to you for a favour to myself. It would be a great ad¬ 
dition to my many obligations to you, if you could conveniently 
indulge me with a sight of the interleaved copy of the Sacred 
Scriptures with MS notes, for ever so short a time, which I 
learned from your invaluable work you gave to Mr. Pridden. 

Very many of Mr. Jones of Welwyn’s MS papers were safe 
in Dr, Williams's Library when I had the care of it. They 
were all sealed up carefully, and under the stipulation when de¬ 
posited of not being inspected for twenty years, long since ex¬ 
pired. The reason commonly all edged for this restriction, was 
that they related to many in the Established Church who w^ere 
writers in the ' Candid Disquisitions,* and desirous of alterations 
and reforms in it, who were still alive and adherents to it, whose 
desii'e and temporal interest it was, that nothing of such incoii- 
sistency should be publicly known till after their deaths. Whe¬ 
ther this was precisely as I have stated it to have been the 
c^e, I cannot inform you, having never inspected any of these 
MSS, since the time of their concealment expired, and they have 
unsealed and open to examination. I wish to know whe¬ 
ther you have ever seen them, or inserted in your * literary 
Anecdotes any thing from them. It is more than thirty years 
h^en open to public and general inspection. 

' Mrs. Calder joins cordially with me in the best wishes for 
your healths and prosperity here and hereafter. Your kindness 
to nie 1 shdi never forget as long as 1 have any memory, I am, 
my dear friend, yours affectionately, John Caldeh.'* 

Rev. 
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Letters to the Rev. William Green 

From the Rev. W. Warburton (afterwai*ds Bishop of Gloucester-) 
SiEj l!iewark, SepL 26, IT^S. 

I received yours of the ^3d instant. You need make no 
apology for it ^ for you can engage my esteem no way so cer¬ 
tainly as by manifesting your inclination to learnings your dis¬ 
position to seek for tmth, and your desire of quali^'ing yourself 
for the profession you are designed for. 

The Hebrew wall be extremely useful to you for a critical 
knowledge of the Old Testament, and of advantage for under¬ 
standing the language of the New. 1 should Tccommend to you 
Letisden's Hebrew Bible as the most commodious for you. If 
you propose to set upon the language while you reside in Cam¬ 
bridge, I suppose you will have a Master who will give you di¬ 
rections in the elements of the tongue: if you do not, but in¬ 
tend to study it without, you will lind the best directions in 
Le Clerc’s " Ars Critica j* but a Grammar of Buxtorf, and Bytli¬ 
ner's Lyra will be sufficient. 

In reading the New Testament, you would do well to read 
the Gospels with Toinard's Harmony, and the Epistles of St. Paul 
with Locke, the Revelations with Mede and Sir Isaac Newton, 
and use Grotius and Hammond quite through. For a Lexicon, 
Leigh's ^ Ciitica Sacra' you will find very useful* 

" In reading modern theological writers you would do well 
to begin with Burnet's * He Fide et Offie, Christ/ and Locke's 
' Reasonableness of Christianity then Limborg's Theology, and 
Episcopius's Institutions. When you have got this view of the 
general body of theology, you may enter upon controversy. 
Against the Atheists, the best books in their several kinds, are 
Cudworth's * Int. System,* and Mr* Baxter's ^ Inquiry into the 
Nature of the Human Soul,* Against the Heists you may read 
the present Bishop of Durham's two ^ Answei^ to Collins's 
Grounds and Reasons,* and Dean Connibere's * Answer to Tin- 
daVs Cbrislianity as old as the Creation,* Those tw^o books of 
Collins and Tindal being the very fort and strength of infidelity, 
you will come at once into the grand principles of the contro¬ 
versy, Against the Jews you may read Limborg's ^ Arnica col- 
latio cum erudito Judseo,' whei-e you will see the two greatest 
champions of the two religions engaged- Against the Papists 
I need recommend no other to you than Chillingworth, anti 
against the Presbyterians than Hooker, both of which are 
finished master-pierces. 

* Of whom see the “ Literary Anecdotes,” vol, VIIJ. p, 516; vol. IX. 
p.716, Mr, Green was Rector of HardingbamjNorlolk, and died in 

October ITS4, at a very advanced age {see Gent. Mag. LXIV. 1060), That 
he was well versed in the Hebrew language appears from his translation 
of various parts of the Old Testament, and from several complimentary 
letters written to him by Archbishop Seeker, Bishop Bagot, Bishop New¬ 
ton, toe Rev. William Gilpin, and those eminent Hebrew Scholars Arcb- 
bishop Newcome, Dr. Richard Grey, and DnBlavncy, and others, several 

Vol. IV. ■ 31 


When 


850 ILLUSTRATIONS OF LITERATURE, 

When you have gone thus far, if you would still enlarge 
your mind, and put your foregoing studies to their utmost use, 
it would he proper for you to read those books that treat of the 
Laws of Nature and Nations, and those which tell you what a 
State is, and what a Church; %vhat are the Privileges of Citi¬ 
zens, and of the Members of Religions Communities* To begin 
at the foundation, you may read Wollaston and Cumberland de 
Legibus Naturae, Then pi oceed on to Grotius, * De Jure Beh 
et Pac/ and Puffendorff, * De Jure Naturae et Gentium/ and 
PuffeiidorCs 'Jus feciale Divinum*' After that, Locke on Govern- 
nient, and Stillingfleet's ^ Irenicuni/ and FufFendorf, De habitu 
Religionis Cbristianm ad Vitam Civilem/ Then Locke’s ' Letters 
of Toleration/ Bayle's ' Commentaire Philosophique/ and Tay¬ 
lor’s ' Liberty of Prophesying/ You will be now qualified to go 
on with profit to the remaining part of your theological studies, 
and that is Ecclesiastical History. For that of the Catholic 
Church of the first ages you may read Mi'* Le Clerc’s ' Hist, 
Eccles./ and for our own Reformation, Burnet. I im^ined it 
was your desire to have your course of studies comprised in as 
narrow a compass as possible: I have done so, and when you 
have well studied these, I think you will need few more on the 
same subject. All I have here recommended to you are master¬ 
pieces in their several kinds, so that it w'ould be worth your 
while to buy them* They alone will make an excellent Library* 
You see I have confined myself only to your questions which 
concern your theological studies, and that the general principles 
of them. But there are many other studies that it is necessary 
not to be ignorant of to judge soundly, in all points, of this. 
Be assured I shall be always ready to serve you, being with much 
esteem, Sir, your very humble servant, W. Wauburton* 

I would not have you shew this letter to any one.” 

" Sir, Nmarkf 1733. 

" I received yours of the 3d instant. 1 am far from having 
a worse opinion of you for your modesty and ingenuity in own¬ 
ing those deficiencies that are common to young people. Only 
some have not the sense to see it, and others are too proud to 
own it, which makes them blockheads for their whole life. 

“ I am sorry you leave College, because I apprehend that if 
you could get a Fellowship and a Cuiacy in the neighbourhood, 
it would be advantageous to you on many accounts to reside 
some years in the University. But this perhaps you may contrive 
hereafter* Your apprehensions as to your sermons are rightly 
grounded* This is the method I would advise you to 4 —Take some 
of the best approved writers on particular points of morality and 
divinity, whether in the form of sermons or 00 . If in that form, 
then abridge them | if not in that form, cast them into it* This 
is easily done, and very usefully done, for it will enter you into 
the method of composing. At the same time buy a book of 
Beveridge’s, in 4 vob* octavo, which is a synopsis of a great 
number of sermons, the skeleton of sermons, in which only the 
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heads of the discourse are methodically given in order to be filled 
^ip. It was published, 1 think, for the use of young cleigymen. 
This wilt further instruct you, as you may apprehend, in the me¬ 
thod of composing. When yon have used these two ways, alter¬ 
nately, as occasion serves for some time, you will have, of course, 
acquired some notion of composition. Then begin now and then, 
though but seldom, to make a sermon entirely your own j and to 
give you a tnie taste of these compositions, you cannot do better 
than read over often Swift’s ^ Letter to a Young Clergyman lately 
entered into Holy Orders f you will see by this what a good ser¬ 
mon should be. But the difficulty still remains how to make 
one. It consists of three parts, the language, the art or method 
of the discourse, and the subject matter. As to the last, it is 
the product of much knowledge and reflection. For the lan¬ 
guage, the three best writers we have to form a style upon, are 
Addison, Ti Hot son, and Ckrendon's History of the Rebellion/ 
And as to the art and method of a discourse, I know no book so 
good as Quintilian 5 and he who would compose masterly, should 
perpetually read his Institutes. 

** Ijeigh's ‘ Critica Sacra,’ is a small book in 4 to, of about 4s. 
price. It is a kind of Lexicon to the New Testament. I did 
not mean the ^ Collection of Critics,’ which is not for your use 
at present. Only I would have you observe, it is in vain to 
think of making any real progress in letters without boolcs, and 
a prudent scholar would always contrive to moderate his ex- 
pences of other kinds, in order to support this. You would 
save much in buying your books at the best hand j and, I be¬ 
lieve, you can have them no where so cheap, as at Mr. Gyles, 
against Gray’s Inn, a great bookseller in Holhorn. If you think 
fit to employ him, who is my particular friend, the mentioning 
me as recommending you to him, will, 1 am sure, engage him 
to treat you in the best manner; and a letter to him, when you 
want any books, will be suflicient 

I think the study of the New Testament, and of Theology, 
should be carried on together, as 1 marked out to yoti. Clas¬ 
sical learning is.... Hebrew necessary for under¬ 

standing the Scriptures ; but it is a large extensive study. You 
must make yourself well acquainted with the best Greek and 
Latin writers, as Homer, Plato, Xenophon, Herodotus, Thucy¬ 
dides, Plutarch, Lucian, Aristophanes, Sophocles, Euripides, 
Tully, Livy, Tacitus, Quintilian, Plautus, Terence, Horace, Vir¬ 
gil, Juvenal, and Pliny. These should be studied whh the best 
Lexicons and Dictionaries, as Stephens’ Greek and Latin Thesau¬ 
rus’s, Constantine’s Lexicon, Budseus’s ^^Commeutaiy on the Greek 
Tongue,’ Nizolius, Brisonius de Verb. Sign. Suidas; and like¬ 
wise with the best grammarians, as Caninius s Hellenisms, Sanc- 
tius s Minei^a, with Perizonius’s Notes, Scaliger de causts lin¬ 
guae Latinae, Linacre De emandata Structura Latini Sermonis, 
and Popma de Differentiis Verborum. Then you may read Le 
* Here two or three words are obliterated. 
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Clerc’s ^Ars Ciitica/ and go to the study of the best critics; 
such as Jos. ScaJiger, J. Casaubon, Lipsius^ Turnebus, &c.; but 
above alb Dr. Bentley and Bishop Hare, who are the greatest 
men, in this way, that ever were. But more of this as you pro¬ 
ceed in your studies. A common-place book is useful, when one 
knows what to common-place, but that cannot be till after one 
has considerably improved one's knotviedge; and to write down 
trite or trifling passages is but loss of time. 

You should never let a day pass without j^eading something 
in Latin and Greek, more or less- I do not know whether you 
understand French. No language can be more useful to a 
scholar, nay, more necessary; the best books in all arts and 
sciences being wrote in that tongue. You may easily learn it 
yourself without a masteiv for you do not want to speak, but 
to understand it. 1 am your assured Friend, W. Wakburton.” 


From Dr. William Newcome, Bishop of WATERroRO*. 
'"Rev. Sir, Waterford^ 5epL4, IfSS. 

I was very happy at receiving so very candid and so very in¬ 
structive a Letter from a Brother Clergyman, and a Brother 
Comment a tor on the Hebrew Scriptures. Immediately after 
transcribing your remarks into the margin of my own copy, or 
into the blank leaves prefixed, that 1 might preserve them front 
the accidents to which loose papers are subject, I sit down to 
make you my best acknowledgments for them. They show the 
hand of a master throughout; and, if God continues to me the 
present state of my health and of my eyes, the pubhck, through 
me, may receive the benefit of them, after 1 have dispatched my 
present task, which is no other than an Exposition of Ezekiel, 
on the plan of the work which I have ventured to publish. I 
have already transcribed for the press as far as the xxxvith chap¬ 
ter. Allow me the liberty of saying, that any observations 
which you may have made on that Prophet will be highly ac¬ 
ceptable to me. I am. Rev. Sir, 

Your very faithful and obliged servant, W. Waterford." 


From Archbishop Secker. 

SiE, Lambethj Aug. S3, 17^L 

1 beg your pardon for not acknowledging the favour of your 
Letter sooner i but 1 received it upon a journey, and was pbligetl 
to begin another tlie next week, and have had a more than or¬ 
dinary quantity and variety of business ever since. 1 am ex¬ 
tremely fai' from being a master of Hebrew Literature: but in 
such degree as my leisure will permit, I am very desirous of being 
a l^rner from whomsoever I can, and willing to communicate 
my thoughts upon what is mentioned to me, in hopes of folkr 
information. I write in much haste just what suggests itself to 
me j and can onl^add, that, that I am, with the best wishes, ^ 
Your loving Brother, Tho. Cant- 

^ Aftenvard3 Archbishop of Arma|jli. 


» Sir, 
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Limhetk^ Sept^ SS, 176L 

» I thank you for the Letter with which you have favoured 
me; but can give von my thoughts vii>on it no otherwise than 
hrieSv. I dare neither add nor strike out, nor alter woi^ds, nor 
even "the order of words, on little or no ancient authority, meiely 
to make tlie Sacred Text appear what seems to me more beauii- 
ful or methodical, or less exceptionable, where it is already tainy 
defensible. If you determine I heartily wish you succesa. For I 
am fully persuaded of your good intentions in your undei taking 5 
and hope you will think favourably concerning those of 

Your loving Brother, Tho. Cant, 

Lam&eiA, Jan. 3, 1763, 

1 intended to have thanked you long before this time for the 
present of your Sook, and favour of your JjCtter, 1 intended 
also to have carried my obsei'vations upon it further; but I have 
not found leisure, and know not \Yhen 1 shall. Therefore 1 send 
you these hasty notes, to shew you that 1 have looked a' little 
way into it with some attention To specify the places where 
I agree with you, as I do in many, 1 thought would be of no use, 
I am, with much regard, your loving Brother, Tho, Cant/* 


From Dr. John Potter, Bishop of Oxford- f- 

To Frevile Lameton [of Bedick], Esq. Duresm J, 

» Sir, Cuddesdon^ Oxford, /^pril 24, 1724. 

I had sooner acknowledged the ^vour of your Letter, but 
that it just found me removing with my family into this country. 
As to the citations of our Writers out of the Fathers, it is very 
possible there may be fc)und in them, as in all other books, mis¬ 
takes arising from the negligence of printers and amanuenses ; 
but you may entirely depend on their care and fidelity in the 
general 5 and if it be insisted on, I shall at any time be ready to 
appoint one, who shall justify them to any friend of ynurs, or to 
any person of the opposite side, and this out of the Editions of 
the Father printed by those of thq Roman Communion, being 
very well content to be tried by them. As to Bishop C^osin in 
particular, it is now near twenty years since I looked into his 
book of the Canon of Scripture, but about that time I carefully 
compared his citations with the authors from whorn he took 
them, and found them to be very exact j so that if it be true, 
that one of bis domes ticks went over to the Church of Rome, 
I am certain it could not be on the account pretended. 

“ As to the objections to our Orders made by Harding or 
others soon after Queen Elizabeth’s Reformation, I doubt not 

^ See this mformatioa in Gent. vol. LXXXIX. 11. pp. 4 14—417, 

t Afterwariis Abp. of Canterbury. See Literary Anecdotes,” vol. VIL 
pp. 332,655. 

J A Genilemaa of considerable literary acquiTofaents ; and In bis 
Library, wbicb was only lately sold (the property of Ivis Nelce Mrs. Mary 
Latnbton), contained a great mai^y books of sterling value. 


but 
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but upou enquiry you will find them to be triflings €Jxceptioii 3 
against our Ordinal, and no way to relate to the feet oF Parker's 
Consecration, which was not disputed till a long time after. 
Beside the Writers mentioned in my last J-fetter, you may see a 
faithful account of all the steps of this Goose er at ion, and other 
things relating thereto^ in Archbishop Parker's Life published 
by Mr. Strype* I hear also a good character of the book lately 
published at Paris in defence of our Orders, The author of it is 
said to be a Benedictine, and Keeper of the Library at St. Gene¬ 
vieve’s, but it is no ivonder if be hath concealed his name in a 
Popish Country. Those who have wrote the Civil History of 
England, are so very inaccurate, and indeed knew so little of 
Ecclesiastical affairs, that 1 should not in the least wonder if 
any of them hath mistaken the day or any other circumstance of 
Parker's Election; but the very original Letters Patents of Queen 
Elizabeth for the Confirmation, Consecration, See. are still pre¬ 
served, and you may see copies of them in Rymer’s Foedera, lately 
published. The account in short is this:—The d'Elire 

for Parker’s Election was made Aug, 15 be yielded his assent 
to his Election, Aug, 6 ^ had the Queen’s Letters for Confirma¬ 
tion and Consecration, dated at Eedgra^ne, Sept. 9 th : but these 
not taking effect by reason of some accidents, the Queen issued 
second Letters Patent for the same purpose, Dec. 6 tb, in obe¬ 
dience to which he was confirmed at St. Mary-Ie-Bow, Dec, 9, 
and consecrated in the Chapel at Lambeth, Dec. I 7 . It is very 
possible, that Stow- or others might be led to say that Parker was 
elected on Sept, 9, because the Queen’s first Letters for Conse¬ 
cration were dated on that dayneither is it to be wondered, 
that those who are unacquainted with our forma of electing, 
confirming, consecrating, 8ic. might mistake the one for the 
other. But whatever becomes of these or the like disagreements 
as to small circumstances, if there really be any such, for 1 have 
looked into Stow, &c. I doubt not but that whenever you have 
leisure to read all, or but some of the authors now and before 
mentioned, you will find the fact of Parker’s Consecration so 
well attested and proved from undoubted records, as that you 
will never entertain the least suspicion about it. 1 shall there- 
fore no farther trouble you at this time in replying to the little 
exceptions mentioned in your letter, because the matter-of-fact 
once being fully established, they must all of course fell to the 
ground j and the forementioned books will afford plain and fell 
answ'crs to them. I am sorry your Convert or any other person 
should be induced to remain in the Communion of Papists, because 
they are so uncharitable as to condemn all those who are not of 
their own mind' but the unreasonableness of this practice hath 
been so fully exposed in one of Archbishop Tillotson’s Setmens (to 
say nothing of other Writers), that 1 hope it would be needless 
for me to add spy thing farther about it, and therefore shall 
conclude, with my hearty wishes for the divine blessing on yuur 
endeavours ; who am, iSir, 

" Your affectionate friend and servant, Jo. Oxford.” 

Rev* 
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Rev. John Whitaker* to Dr. Ducarel. 

My WORTHY Frien'd, Manchester^ June 13) 177^- 

I am much obliged to you far both your kind letters. They 
both fouud me at this place, after a long journey of nearly three 
weeks from London j and I have been so busily employed ever 
since my arrival at this place, that 1 have not been able till this 
week to write a single letter. Had 1, your kindness would have 
merited, and my friendship would have given, the preference to 
you before all my London friends p 

When I left London, my first object was Coway-stakes, you 
know, and Caesar's passage over the Thames there. 1 saw the 
place where the stakes were, gleaned ail the information 1 could 
concerniug them, and then rode to St. George^s Hill, to see the 
supposed camp of Caesar. I viewed it round, rode down for Shep- 
pert on Feny^ and, meeting with a sensible intelligent waterman, 
sent my horses and servant over the river, but took myself a 
second walk with my conductor to the Coway stakes. This com¬ 
pleted my first scheme. My second was, to fix the place of Boa* 
dicea's famous battle with the Romans. This 1 had done in my 
own mind, from reasonings upon the history, and I wanted to 
see if the nature of the ground would justify my opinion, ^ It 
does, and 1 think that 1 have satisfactorily settled this historical 
point. I shall, however, next summer pay the place one more 
visit, in order to perfect my acquaintance with it* 

Another great object was, to see the two famous hills near 
Dorchesto', commonly called Mother Dunch's Buttocks, and the 
celebrated Dyke-hills. And here I was remarkably happy in 
finding my notions of both so coincident with the nature of both, 
and both so finely taking the place wbich 1 had assigned them. 
In the ‘ History of the Koman Conquests/ Dr. Stukeley has made 
the Dyke-hills into a British race-ground j but the very site of 
them directly refutes the supposition, and they are evidently 
military entrenchments. Here, at Dorchester, I met with a very 
surprising person in the clerk of the parish, a man that, in the 
low occupation of a joiner, shews a wonderful genius for Anti¬ 
quities, pointed out to me many curious notices relating to this 
Roman town/and has even collected six or seven hundred Roman 
coins* Amongst these he has two or tliree that are certainly 
Britbh, and one or two more that are coiijecturally so ; and lie 
shewed me a small Roman curiosity, in copper, which he called 
an ink-horn, but wblcb 1 found to be a lamp, 

Abury, in Wiltshire, I rode into, in full expectation of being 
highly gratified j and 1 was. I expected the Bath road to have 
gone fbrough it; so it did in Stukeley's time; but it now goes 
a mile to the South of it. I turned off, therefore, to Ihe right, 
rode along what I immediately found to be one of Stukeley*s 
avenues to the Temple, and remarked with pleasure the obvious 

* The very learned Historian of Manchester; of whom see ibe Lite¬ 
rary Aaeedotei/^ vol* lU. p* 101 i vol. VH. pp, 464, 710* 
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ser])entine turn of it* When 1 reached the village, the whole 
Temple burst upon me at once, but all in confusion, I irame* 
diately enquii'ed for the little inn at which Stukeley continued 
during his residence-here; but, alas 1 it had been long since shut 
up, and no other had succeeded in its room. There w-as none 
nearer than BeckbamptoOj above a mile distant, and in the Bath 
road. Uncertain how to act, as I had rode 45 miles that day, 
and had not much of the afternoon remaining, I enquii-ed for 
Reuben Horsall, or any of his family, the honest parish clerk 
here in Stnkeley’s time, and his great companion and ciceroni in 
these parts. Reuben, 1 found, had been long dead j and even 
John, his successor in the Clerkship, was also dead | but 1 was 
referred to the Schoolmaster, as the properest person to inform 
me of every thing I wanted to know. . To him I went, and he 
proved a very useful man. He remembered Dr, Stukeley s visits 
here. He had got his book | and he told me that the wooden 
cut of Reuben was a vej’y gi'eat likeness. Tom Robinson, the 
Herostratus of Abury (as Stukeley calls him), was, it seems, a 
silly ideotish Dissenter, and w'as dead before Stukeley gave the 
jirofile of him, I was a little curious to pick up some accounts 
of these two worthies, whose faces, as well as memories, Dr, 
Stukeley has thought proper to jjerpetuate. The Doctor laments 
the destruction made in his time ^ but there has been still 
greater destruction since t and yet, after all, there remains 
enough to justify the Doctor’s account, and to prove it, however 
extraordinary-, to be generally con^ect, ^ 

I was greatly delighted with the sight of Old Sarum and, 
as I staid near four days at Salisbury, I had an opportunity of 
examining it with great attention. Since my return, I have 
drawn up ap account of the town, its size, and the reasons of 
the migration ft'om it, which will make a much fuller account 
than has hitherto appeai'ed. But one of the four days I spent 
in an excursion to Stonehenge, This is exactly in the condition 
in which Stukeley described it. The colony of rabbits, from 
vvhich he apprehended ruin to these venerable remains, is totally 
extirpated, I believe, as I saw no appearances of them; and bis 
plans and descriptions, I believe, are the only just ones. They 
are obviously just and right, as far as the eye can determine, 
only he has omitted one or two remarkable particulars, which 
struck me. 

My journey to Salisbury was luckily timed, as it enabled me 
to retrieve the memorials of a remarkable battle that was fought 
near it betwixt the Britons and the Saxons* I wanted to fix the 
scene of that battle; but 1 enquired in vain. One eveningj 
however, the Hon. Mr, Howard, in answer to a lady’s enquiry, 
gave an account of some discoveries that had been lately found, 
and I immediately saw they were the veiy memorials I wanted. 1 
waited the next morning upon Peni uddock Wyndham, Esq, who 
was the person that had made the discoveries, and had the hel¬ 
mets, swords, &c* in hb possession, Fium the likeness of the 
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helmets to an helmet of Rufua in Speed, he had fixed the reniaina 
to the reign of that monarch j and^ having wrote his opinion, and 
inserted it in the Salisbury imper, 1 found great difficulty in 
convincing him to the contrary; and should certainly have 
failed, had he not incidentally mentioned a coin of Constantine, 
as discovered with the other things j and had not he produced 
at last, as equally discoveied with all, what he called a lalck^ but 
what was in reality the stock of a Roman. fword torn)* 

I thank you for your I'ecommendation to Mr. Barrett, of 
Bristol. He is really a more respectable man than you and I 
apprehended. He is but young yet in the pursuit of Antiquities; 
and his business allows not much application to the study. He 
shewed me some of Rowley's MS. and particularly a part which 
exhibited, in Rowley*s drawing, several Roman and inscribed 
stones, that Rowley says were found in and about Bristol. But 
the veiy inspection of them was sufficient to me, to prove them 
errant forgeries. Three or four of them wem plainly Roman 
altars by their shape, and were inscribed caer britto, nieaning 
Bristol j as if Bristol was in being during the time of the Ro¬ 
mans, or as if the Romans would call jt Caer BrittOt if it was 5 
and one of them had below this ioscription, these letters, * Viet. 
P, Ostor/ to import that Ostoriiis reduced Caer Brito, If Row- 
ley was an honest man, he was very ignoi'ant to be so imposed 
upon j and, if he was a knave (which I suspect, for who would 
be at the trouble to fabricate monuments for him}), he was but 
a poor one. I saw the representation of the twapenny in the 
same company, and I suppose it was of the same original. Mr. 
Barrett kindly rode to St. Vincent's rocks, to shew me what he 
called three Roman camps, all together. That, I told him, was 
impossible; and, on inspection, I found them to be one Roman 
camp, ami a Roman towm. They are what 1 went to Bristol to 
find, the A bone of the Romans, and the Mother of Bristol j and 
1 am now able to clear up that confused part in Richard’s and 
Atoninc’s Itineraries, which relates to this point of the country. 
I intend to write to Mr. Barrett in a few days, and hope to get 
some fresh matter from him, 

J am much obliged, my good friend, by your friendly let¬ 
ter relating to the Secreiartfship of our Society. Jt is a place, 
that, if it could be properly gained, I could not, in my present 
unpi'eferred situation, but willingly accept j and I could wish 
that, as occasions offer, you \vould try such of the Council as 
you are acquainted with, but without any notice that I am prhj 
to it. ] know not who the Council are at present, and thcreibre 
I must leave it entirely in your hands: I could not leave it in 
better.—I am glad to hear that your health is much better: you 
must be careful of your eyes. I hope they will still grow better 5 
and your excursion to Canterbury, I hope, will be of service to 
you. I am, my dear Friend, with great regard, 

“ Yours affectionately, J. Whitaker." 

Rev. 
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Rev. Joseph White, D. D. 

This very eminent Orientalist (whom, during nearly forty yeaw 
of bis chequered life, 1 was in habits of great personal friend¬ 
ship), was born at Stroud in Gloucestershire; baptized Feb, 19, 
1745-(S, His parents were in low circumstances near Gloucester, 
where his father was a journey man-weaver, and brought up his 
son to the same business. Being, however, a sensible man, he 
gave him what little learning was in his power at one of the 
€ harty-Schools in Gloucester* This excited a thirst for greater 
acquisitions in the young man, who employed all the time he 
could spare in the study of such books as fell in his way* 

His attainments at length attracted the notice of a neigh¬ 
bouring gentleman of fortune, who sent him to the University of 
Oxford, where he was admitted Commoner of Wadliam College, 
June 6, 1765* He was elected Scholar of that College on the SOtli 
of the same month j and he very soon afterwaids wrote the fol¬ 
lowing pathetic Letter; 

** To my worthy Patrons and Benefectors, the following lines are 
with all hutnility addressed, by their most obliged humble servant, 
“GEt^TLEMEN, WadhaM CoUeg€j Nov. 5, 1765* 

I think it is my indispensible duty, as well as the highest 
pleasure and satisfaction, to return that debt of gratitude on 
my entrance at the University, due for the many favours received 
at school j and to solicit the continuance of that generosity in 
the prosecution of more important studies at Oxford, which you 
so kindly shewed me during my stay at Gloucester* You know. 
Gentlemen, the immediate transition from the apron to the gown 
(even supposing it not wholly impracticable) would have been 
too great a change to have been expeiienced with pleasure j and 
excellent truly was the expedient your sagacity suggested—an 
expedient which at once initiated into life, to winch I was before 
a stranger, refined my grammatical speculations, and in short, 
opened the way to all classical attainments* 

'' At Ruscomb I commenced a dry application, but it was at 
Gloucester I first tasted the sweets of literature, under the direc¬ 
tion of a gentleman w'hose profound knowledge and penetration, 
accompanied tvith the warmest affection, wdll ever claim my ad¬ 
miration and gratitude* There, likevidse, I saw how ill-founded 
were iry former sentiments of life, and what prejudices my situ¬ 
ation and retirement had led me to embrace. Letters were 
guarded by no frightful thorns, and humanity widely extended 
its acts of benevolence* Every thing was calm and serene j Uis 
business of the school my greatest pleasure j and the satisfection 
of my friends my highest wishes* What farther improvement 
then was my happiness capable of receiving ? that which arises 
from solid academic pui'suits, and those studies which corrobo¬ 
rate the judgment, expand the faculties, and exalt the nature of 
man* Logic, Mathematics, and the other arts subservient to 
Theology, afford both the greatest utility, and the sublimest 

pleasure* 
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pleasure* These, therefore, are the important studies which de¬ 
mand our attention , and in these 1 hope my endeavours may 
be attended with some degree of success; for now. Gentlemen, 

1 look on myself as stationed in a place dedicated to the most 
refined parts of Literature, and in particular to the cultivation of 
the Sciences; nor can 1 reflect without pleasure on that happy 
combination of circumstances which enjoins the strictest regard 
to morals and oeconomy in it; and the most agreeable task of 
diligence and gratitude* A neglect of the two former would 
(in me at least) be a point of the gi-eatest impiety and madness; 
and the latter are so nearly connected, that either of them in its 
degree could never alone for a defect of the other* But can I 
ever violate such sacred ties ? I, whom a thousand motives con¬ 
spire to rouse to industry? I, whom the most disinterested 
generosity of benefactors,—whether i look on time past, present, 
or to come^must fill with the most grateful sensations ? 

" No sacred ties as they are, as such must they be dis¬ 
charged* Pardon, Gentlemen, my tedious reflections; and still 
may your bounty add a spur to my diligence; still may my con¬ 
duct (as 1 humbly hope it has hitherto) give you satisfaction; 
still may a proper use of your liberality encourage you to con¬ 
tinue it, Joseph White**^ 

At Wadham College that excellent “ Seminary of sound learn¬ 
ing and religious education/* his industry was great, and his im¬ 
provements rapid- He took the degree of B* A, in March 17b9 j 
was elected Fellow, June 30, 1771 ? proceeded M, A, Feb* 19, 
1773 : and about that time engaged in the study of the Oriental 
languages, to which he was induced by the particular recommen¬ 
dation of Dr Moore, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, He 
had before ac«|uired a tolerable share of Hebrew learning, by which 
his progress in the other Oriental languages was greatly facilitated* 

In 1774 he was elected Fellow of his College; and in 1775, 
he was appointed Archbishop Laudas Professor of Arabic; on 
entering upon which office he pronounced a masterly Oration, 
which was soon afterwards printed with the title ' of De Utili- 
tate Lingua Arabicse in Studiis Theologicis, Oratio habita Oxoniis 
in Scholl Lingiiarum, vii Id, Aprilis, 1775," 4to* 

In 177 s, he printed, at the cxpence of the Delegates of the 
Press, the Syriac Philoxenian version of the Four Gospels (the 
MS* of which Dr* Gloster Ridley had given to New College), en¬ 
titled, Sacrorum EvangeUorum Versio Syriaca Philoxeniana, 
ex Codd* MSS* Ridleianis in Bibl. CoH, Nov. Oxon, repositis, 
nune primhm edita, cum Interpretatione et Annotationibus Jo- 
sephi White/’ Ac. 2 vols, 4 to. 

In May 1779, he took the degi*ee of B*D,; and in the same 
year published A Letter to the Bishop of London, suggesting a 
Plan for a new Edition of the Septuagint; to which are added. 
Specimens of some inedited versions made from the Greek, and a 
Sketch of a Chart of Greek MSS*’' About the same time also he 
was appointed one of the Preachers at Whitehall Chapel. 


He 
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Mr. White preached, Nov. 17, a very ingenious and elegant Ser- 

luon before the Uuiversityj which was soon afterwards printed^ 
under the title of “A Revisal of the English Translation of the Old 
Testament recomraended. To which is added, some account of 
an antient Sjimc Translation of great part of Origen's Hexaplar 
Edition of the LXX. lately discovered in the Ambrosian Library 
at Milan," 4to, 

In 17S0, he also pnbUshed, in 4to, A Specimen of the Civil 
and Military Institutes of Timon, or Tamerlane: a Work written 
originally by that celebrated Conqueror in the Mogul language, 
and since translated into Persian; now first rendered from the Per¬ 
sian into English, from a MS. in the possession of William Hunter, 
M. D. with other Pieces," 4to. The whole of this Work ap¬ 
peared m 17S3, translated into English by Major Davy, with 
Prefaces, Indexes, Geographical Notes, &c, by Mr. White. 

In Easter Term 17S3, he w^as appointed to preach the Bamp- 
ton Lecture for the following year. As soon aa he was nominated, 
he sketched out the plan j and finding assistance necessary to the 
completion of it in such a manner as he wished, called to his aid 
the Rev, Samuel Badcock and the Rev- Dr. Samuel Parr. Though 
his own share of these laboui’s was sufficient to entitle him to the 
celebrity which they procured In'm, he had afterwanls to lament 
that he had not acknowledged his obligations to those eminent 
scholars, in a prefiice to the volume, when it was published. 

As soon as the Lectures were delivered, the applause with 
which they were received was general throughout the Univer¬ 
sity. They were printed the same year, and met with univei^al 
approbation^, Aisecond Edition appeared in 1785 1 to which 
the Author added a Sermon which he had recently preached be¬ 
fore the University, on the necessity of propagating Christianity 
in the East Indies. 

Mr. White’s reputation was now established, and he was con¬ 
sidered as one of the ablest vindicators of the Christian doctrines 
which modern times had witnessed. In this year he was an un¬ 
successful Candidate for the Camden Professorship of History. 

In May 1787i through the interest of Archbishop Moore, he 
was presented, by the Dean and Chapter of Ely, to the Rectory 
of Melton in Suffolk, where he some time resided. He now re¬ 
signed his Fellowship, and in the same year, Dec. 17, he took 
the degree of D. D. and was looked up to with the greatest 
respect in the University, as one of its ablest Members. 

♦ Whilst that Volume was in the press, so little was Mr. White’s expec¬ 
tation of pecuniary gain from it, that he strongly urged me to take the 
copyright of it for 1001,; but readily accepted my advice to try the opinion 
of the^ Pu hiick by one Edition, at his own risque, and then to selS the 
Copyright to that liberal and public-spirited Bookseller, the late Georg® 
Robinson, whom the Professoi considered to be one of his best Friends.^ 
“ 1 have but Three Patrons," he more than once jocosely said, when 
dining in Red Lion Passage, ” the Archbishop of CaBteibury, George 
Robinson, and John Nichols." 

Early 
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Early in l78Sj on the death of the Revn John Sleech** Lord 
ThorJowj then Lord Chancellor, without any solicitation, gate 
Div White a Prebend in the Cathedral of Gloucester, which at 
once placed him in easy and independent circumstances. 

That af this period he was indefetigable in his Oriental studies, 
and in compiling Abdollatiph,” will appear from the following 
J^etter, which 1 at that time received from him : 

“ Dear Sis, Oxford^ Jaii. 30, 17SS. 

1 write to ask of you the greatest possible favour, and if it 
be in your power and inclination to grant It me, you will do me 
the most essential kindness, and make me the happiest of men. 

The inclosed is a sheet of ray Abdoilatiph, I send it as a spe¬ 
cimen of the Arabic and Latin types, and as exhibiting the exact 
form of the page, &e. The press has gone as far as page 134, 
but is now at a stand, on account of the great multiplicity of 
business (such as the Strabo, the Polybius, Ton p's Emendations 
of Suidas, &c.) in which it is employed by the Delegates. In 
short, I find that it will be impossible for me to proceed much 
farther in my Work at the Clai’cndon during the rest of the 
Winter. My Arabic and Latin copy is entirehf prepared, so that I 
have nothing to do but merely to correct the errors of the press. 
My paper is all ready i and it is a matter of perfect indifference 
to me whether I reside for two or three months at Oxford or in 
London. Till ^ Abdollatiph' is given to the Publick, all my pros¬ 
pect must be dark and cheerless j whether they will brighten up 
afterwards, is more than can be known- At all events, however, 
this obstacle ought to be removed. Now, my most earnest re¬ 
quest to you is (if the thing be possible), that you would give 
me leave to finish * Abdollatiph’-at your press, and that you would 
allow me the sole use of one compositor for two or three months. 
It is immaterial whether he knows the Arabic lettei's at present 
or not. My copy (as I said before) is quite ready, I shall find 
full employment for one compositor, and shall pay him regularly 
myself.^—If the Work were printed off in half-sheets instead of 
sheets, I apprehend you have by you a sufficient quantity of 
Arabic types for our purpose f. I am, dear Sir, your most obliged 
and sincerely affectionate friend, J. White." 

The following short billet attests tliat Dr. White was feelingly 
alive to the interest of those whom he esteemed : 

'^Dear Sir, Wadham College, March 18, 1788, 

The bearer is a Friend of mine, and a learned and ingenious 
man. if in your various literary engagements, you should want 

♦ or this learned Divine, who was Archdeacon of Cornwall, a Canon 
Residentiary of Exeter, and a Prebendary of Gloucester, eee Gent, Ma°-. 
vol. LVIIT. pp. 157, 180, %6B. "" 

t From an extraordinary press of businets, 1 was relaclantly compelled 
to decline the undertaking. The volume, however, was not long after 
published; and was dedicated to Archbisbop Moore. It had been pre¬ 
ceded by a small ottavo Edition of the Arabic only. See p. 363, 

any 
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any assistance, he would be glad to confer with you on the 
subject. Tmost heartily sympathize with you in the loss you 
have sustained*, and remain, very sincerely, yours, J, White/’ 
Dear Sjr, i^WAam College^ Ju!^ B, 178B, 

I am collecting all my bills in order to pay them next week, 
but cannot charge my memory exactly with %vhat I am indebted 
to you. If you would please to favour me with your account 
by retui'n of post, 1 should esteem it as a particular favour. 

I am, dear Sir, with great respect, yours faithfully, J. White." 

Dear Sir, Oxford^ Sept. 9, 17^8. 

As you have always treated me with the greatest kindness 
and friendship, and have on various occasions done me very 
essential services, i take the liberty of requesting your advice in 
an important matter I have now under considemtion. I know 
you are always full of business, and therefore 1 shall be brief. 

Though I have at present a good income, I labour under 
some pecuniary embarrassments, which I wish to get rid of as 
soon as possible. My Abdollatiph will certainly be printed off 
about the end of October, and then I see no obstacle to my pub¬ 
lishing again by subscription. I have by me Sermons enough 
to make two moderate octavo volumes. I have drawn them up 
with care, and shall polish them as highly as I can. These i 
propose to offer to the Publick for lOs.Sd* in boards| the money 
to be paid on the delivery of the books. 

Now, the questions 1 wish to ask you are tliese:—1. Do you 
see any impropriety in my publishing such a Work by subscrip¬ 
tion } What do you think, with great diligence on my part, 
such a subscription would be likely to amount to? 3. What 
would the copyright be likely to sell for after the subscription 
copies are printed ? A line in answer to these questions would 
much oblige, dear Sir, youi^ most sincerely, J. White. 

" 1 hope to have the pleasure of seeing you next month in 
London, Is there any chance of our seeing you here this summer?" 
Dear Mr. Deputy, Stroud^ Emter Morning, 178K 

I have received your elegant and friendly letter with a grate¬ 
ful heaj't 5 and feel in the most sensible manner the high distinc¬ 
tion wdth which you have been pleased to honour me. Such a 
request from You, on such an occasion, is the most fialtering 
compliment that could possibly be paid me. It gives me the 
most sincere concern, that 1 cannot gratify yours and my own 
wishes. The very ill state of health of a dear Relation, and some 
engagements I have entered since I came into the countiy, pre- 
veni the possibility of my making this small return for the thou¬ 
sand favours you have kindly conferred on me. 

“ May you long live, the Friend of Literature, and the Bene¬ 
factor of Society! May you share the reward of the Howards 
here, and enjoy all the Iiappiness which Heayen can bestow on 
active virtue hereafter ! 1 remain, dear Sir, with great esteem, 

Your faithful humble servant, J. White/' 

^ By the death of an cjccellent Wife* 


In 
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In 1790 , Di\ White married, in the parish of St* Nicholas, 
Gloucester, Miss Mary Turner, Sister of Captain Turner, Author 
of the Histoiy of Thibet ” She died Aug, 25, 181L 

in 1800, appeared hb Dmtessaron, sive integra historia Do¬ 
mini nostri Jesu Cbristi, Graece,*' Svo, This was founded on 
the '' Harmony'* of Archbishop Newcome, and is elegantly printed 
on a type cast originally under the dii ection of the Professor, 

In the same year Dr, White published Abdollatiphi Historia 
^gypti compendium, Arabice et Ijatinfe j partira Ipse vertit, 
partim h Pocijckio, versiiin edendum curavit notisque illustravit 
J. White, S, T, F. Eccles, Glocestiiensis Prebendarius, & Ling. 
Arab, in Academia Oxoniensi Professor. Ox. 1800." The learned 
and indelatigable Professor had published an Edition of this Work, 
with the same title, at Oxford in 1783, 4to, inscribed to Arch¬ 
bishop Moore, as the present was to Sir Wilham Scott* The four 
first paragraphs of the original Preface are retained, with the 
additional account of Dr. Pococke's translation, which he left 
unfinished*. This rare and valuable Work forms an important 
link in the chain which connects the history of antient and 
modern Egypt f* 

^ About the year 1784 Dr. White printed an Octavo Edition of the 
original Work, intending afterwards to subjoin to it his version and notes, 
but, not being quite satisfied with the correctness of the textj, he presented 
all the copies of this Edition to M. Pan Jus, a learned Professor in the 
University of Jena, who was then on a visit at Oxford. Professor Paulus 
was atiJtious tu communicate the valuable gift which be liad thus received 
to the Orientalists of Germany ; and inimediately after his return to that 
I'ountry, he printed Dr. White's 8vo Edition of the text of Abdollatiph, 
with the addition only of a Preface, explanatory of the nature and cir- 
rumstances of the publication. This Preface Dr. White copied and sub¬ 
joined it to bis own. Not long after the appearance of this 8vo Edition 
of the text of AbdoUaliph, a German version of the Work was published 
at Halle in Saxony, by M. GtinCher Wahl, an eminent Orientahst of that 
places and of this, as well as of a rude unfinished Latin version, found 
among the papers of the younger Pococke, Dr. White added a con¬ 
siderable portion, in the form of an Appendix, for the more perfect in¬ 
formation and satisfaction of his readers respecting one of the most inte¬ 
resting, and at the same time most difficult chapters of the volume. 

f A good idea of this Work may be formed from the Review in Gent. 
Mag. vol.LXXll. p. $49; which concludes with the foliowing just tribute 
of applause: We now Uke our leave, for the present, of an author 
whose talents we admire, whose virtues we venerate, whose erudition we 
respect, and whose industry we applaud; we sincerely wish Mm the merited 
remuneration of bis laborious exertions in the cause of Oriental literature; 
and we fervently hope that new efforts, on his part, will speedily give 
him a new claim to the repetition of just commendations on ours ^*^—An 
ampler and mure elaborate critique may also be seen in the Monthly 
Review for April 1802; which thus concludes; ** We cannot lake our 
leave of Abdollaiipb without sincerely congratulating the editor and trans- 
btoron bis successful coinplclion of thia edition of a Work, which we 
confidently pronounce to be one of the must curious and valuable that has 
yet been Imported from the East ; a work which has been so long ex¬ 
pected by the learned world, and which, by one fatality or another, appears 
BO many years since to have fruitlessly exercised the labour and ingenuity 
of two of the ablest Oriental scholars which this country ever produced." 

Itl 
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In 1804, on the death of Dr. Benjamin Blaynejr*, Dr, White 
resigned his Prebendal Stall at Gloucester, and was honoured by 
the appointment of Regius Piofessor of Hebrew at Oxford, and a 
Canonry of Christ Church.—In the same year he published his 
^EgyjJtiaca j or Observations on certain Antiquities of Egypt. 
In two parts: 1. The History of Pompey's Pillar elucidated. 2, 
Abdollaliph’s Account of the Antiquities of Egypt, written in 
Arabic, A. D. 1^00. Tx'anslated into Latin, and illustrated with 
Notes ” 4to. Tltis is iierhaps, as to I'esearch and learning, the 
most profound of his Works on the subject of Antiquity, 

'Mn 1809 he thus introduced to me a vindication of one 
of his learned Friends : 

My dear Sir, Headington^ Jiear O^ard, Sept* 13, 1809. 

A very severe, and in many respects groundless, attack on 
the Oxford Stmbo, having appeared in th^e last Edinburgh Re¬ 
view, a Friend of mine is desirous of shewing without delay that 
some of the principal charges are utterly falsef. This he has done 
shortly, and with great modemtion, in the letter which accom¬ 
panies this. By ioserling it in your next Magazine, you would 
particuhurly oblige me, and I hope to hear that you will. In that 
case, I would farther take the liberty of requesting that the proof 
might be sent to nae to be corrected by tlie author, who would 
return it without delay. I remain, &c. Joseph White.^’ 

He published “ Novum Testamentum, Grsece, Lectiones varian- 
tes, Griesbachii judicio, iis quas Textus receptus exhibet, antepo- 
nendas vel mquiparandas, adjecit Josephus White,” &c. 2 vols. cr. 
Svo, 1808. This Edition is particularly valuable for the ready 
and intelligible view it affords, first, of all the texts which in 
Griesbach's opinion ought either certainly or probably to be re¬ 
moved from the received text, secondly, of those various read¬ 
ings which the same Editor judged either preferable or equal to 
those of the received texf^ thirdly, of those additions which, 
on the authority qf Manuscripts Griesbach considers as fit to be 
admitted into the text. From this Dr. White observes, that it 
may be seen at once by every one how veiy little, after all the 
labours of learned men, and the collation of so many manu¬ 
scripts, is liable to just objection in the received text. As a 
kind of sequel, and printed in the same form, he published in 
1811, Crise^us Griesbaduanse in Novum Testamentum Synop¬ 
sis,” partly with a view to familiarize the results of Griesbach's 
laborious VVorkj by removing fixini them the obscurity of ab¬ 
breviations, but principally, as he says himself, to demonstrate, 
by a short and easy proof, how safe and pure the text of the New 
Testament is, in received Editions, in all things that affect our 
faith or duty, and how few alterations it either requires or will 
admit, on any sound principles of criticism. 

* Who died Sept 20, 1801 j and of whom see ihe Literary 
dotes,” voLTX, p, 569. 
f See Gent. Mag. vol. LXXIX. pp. 508, 923, 

He 
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This was the last of Dr, White’s publications, Hiaconstilu- 
tion had now suffered much by a paralytic attack, which inter¬ 
rupted his favourite researches. He died at his Canonry Resi¬ 
dence at Christ Church, where his niODument is thus inscribed : 

“ Juxta Conjugis Dilectissimae Reliquias 
H. S,E. 

Josephus VVhitEi'S. T. P. 

Linguae Arabicae Praelector Laiidianus, 

.^dis hujusce Canonicus, 
et LingUte Hebraicae Professor Regius. 

Obiitdie Mali xxm. A. D. mdcccxiv. 

^tatis suae lxviii, 

Makia White, 

Obiit die Augusti xxv. A. D. m.dccg.xi. 
iEtatis suae lxvi. 

From the number of Works Dr. White publislied, and the assi¬ 
duity with which he cultivated most branches of learning, parti¬ 
cularly Oriental languages and antiquities, it may be thought im¬ 
probable that there was a considerable portion of indolence in his 
habit. Yet this certainly w'as the case, and, in the opinion of his 
friends, must account for his needing assistance in the composition 
of his Bamptou Lectures. Even in the composition of a single ser¬ 
mon, he was glad to accept of aid, if it was wanted at a time when 
he felt a repugnance to study. In his private character, he united 
a degree of roughness with great simplicity of manners, few 
men were ever more deficient in what is called knowledge of the 
world. Yet he was friendly, liberal, and of great integrity. He 
owed all be had to his talents and fame, and however grateful 
he might be for favours, he never knew or practised the arts of 
solicitation. To his parents, after he attained promotion, he was 
a most dutiful son j and it Is yet remembered at Gloucester, with 
what eagerness he left his dignified friends on the day he was 
installed Prebendary, to embiace his aged father, who stood 
looking on among the crowd. 


Epitaph at St. Martin's, Colney-street, York ; 

‘‘ i\L S. 

Valentine Nalson, M. A. 

Hujus Ecclesiae Pastoris rer^ Evangelic!, Cathedralis Chori suc- 
centoris saerse nmsices peritis^mi, et Riponensis ecclesiae cano- 
nici. Paientes habult Johahkem Nalson*, LL. D. et Aliciam 
ortani ex equestri familid Peytonoiiim, de Doddington, in Ellensi 
fnsuia,, Imbuit saerk fide, bonis literis instnixit, collegium divi 
Johannis apud Cantabrigienses, 

“ Quara eximius fuit pietatis prmdicator, testantili' conciones, 
cjuas Christiano orbi moriens legavit. 

At suavissirous heu! vocis flexus, actioqiie in concionando 
perqiiam decora, non actione neque voce alterius exprimeiida, 
cum ipso periemnt iii cal. Mai tii 1725, eetatis 40/* 

* Of whom aee before, p. ^8. 

3 K 
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Rev, Henry Michell, M, A, 

Of this excellent Divine, the intimate Friend of Maiklandi 
Clarke, and Bowyer, a brief Memnir has been given in the 
'^Literary Anecdotes " vol. iV. t>. 447^ to which I shall now add 
an extract from the late Mn Wilmot’s Lhe of bis own highly 
distingiiishi'd Father, Sir John Hardley Wihnot. 

Speaking of that truly woriiiy Father, Mr, Wilmot says. 
" Amongst his Friends, he corre&]>onded with the learned and 
Reverend Henry Michel!, Vicar of Brighton, who wiote re¬ 
markably elegant Latin, and sent hiin, on his retirement, the 
following votive inscription : 

'JORANNl EaRDLEIO WiLMOT, 
in Jurisdictione Inter Cives Nvper Jrdicvm Praefecto 
Otium Divtinvm Lactvm et Sine Moibo, 
et Cvin Araicis Jvcvndvui, 

Senescent! Senescens 
Henricus Michell.’ 

" Mr. Michell,” adds the benevolent Biographer, had a large 
family. His second son John Henry {afterwards Fellow of King's 
Ctdiege, Cambridge, and now Rector of Btickland and Kehall, 
Herts) often spent his holidays, when at Eton, with Sir Eardley, 
whofiequently heard from and wrote to him when at Cambridge* ” 

fn Mr. WilmoFs Notes of Opinions and Judgments of Sir 
Hard ley,” ISO‘2, a Jitter is preserved, written by the Judge to 
Mr. Michell; and ia Lee's History of Lewes and Biiglithelm- 
ston,” 1790 , that exemplary Divine is thus noticed: 

"The next Vicar of Brighihelmston [in 1744] was the Rev, 
Henry MiehelL This gentleman was born of a respectable 
family in the Borough of Lewes, in the year 1714; and after re¬ 
ceiving the rudiments of a learned education in his native town, 
completed his studies at the University of Cambridge, where he 
disiinguished himself by the purest classical taste and erudhion. 
After having obtained a Fellowship in Clare Hall, Cambridge, 
at an early period, he was inducted in the twenty-fifth year of 
his age to the Rectory of Maresfield, on the presentation of Sir 
William Gage, of Firk, Bart.j and in five years after, the Bishop 
of Chichesier collated hini to the Rectory of West Blacliington, 
and the Vicarage of Bright helms ton. In 1747t he niairied the 
only daughter of the Rev, Francis Reade, of Bedford, by whom 
he had sixteen children. Now the increasing cares of the 
parent and pastor engaged too much of his rime, for the prose¬ 
cution of any extensive Uterary plan, for which, in every other 
respect, he was peculiarly (iuulitied. But in the hour of collo- 

^ Life of Sir Jahn Eardley Wileiot, ISM, 8vo. p. !8T, where feyeral ef 
those liisiru^ivc Lt^tiers mav he seeti, wUh a beautHul Puem vvrinen m 
1T82, An Address to Sir EardUy Wfiniot, under the title of " A Farewrii 
to Wickham/' In a short Appendix added to ihat pleasing Puem id 
1813, is a pathetic Letter froov the same gentleman, descrihinx the man- 
ner in which Sir Eardley passed bis retiremem at Wickham *— In Jamiaty 
1182, at the ag:e of 73, Sir Eardley left that sweet spot, where he eiijoyedr 
with such dignity and comfort—SoiUrita? jucunda nbhria vlt®/' 
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quial relaxation with his friends* he would discover the attic 
snres of a capacious mind j and this occasiojial disclosure of bis 
talents, though transient and circuinscnbcd, soon procured him 
friendship among: the li-arned, and patronage among lue great, 
''The most distinguished personages that visited Brighthelmston, 
courted his acquaintance, and not unfrequently gave him consi¬ 
derable proofs of their munificence* and esteem. Yet amidst so 
pleasing and profitable an intercourse with men of the highest 
rank or science, the plainness of his dress miglit have con- 
'veyed an idea of parsimony lo those unacquainted wdth the 
sterling dignity of his mindf, 

" SenSibiUly, the common satellite of genius, also disposed 
his temper to irritability when he encountered the low vices and 
contumacy of the great or little vulgar i but the heart thus easily 
joused by honest indignation, was more ready to glow with the 
benign filings of the husband, the father, and the friend. Of 
the Greek, his knowledge was so extensive and pi^ofound, that 
he could, with critical accuracy, translate frcra or into that lan¬ 
guage without hesitation or study —In 1777 he published, in 
Latin, a political tract of considerable ment, entitled, " De Jure 
Colonias inter et Metropolin and in his epistolary treatise, ‘ Oe 
Arte Medendi apud Priscos hlusices ope atque Cai'niinuni/ 

* This more especi:vUy alludes to two of Mr. Michtiirs eoris being sent 
out IS Writers to Madras fsee Both returricd underdo vvith moderate 

fortunes fairly acquired. The eldest son was twelve years resident of 
Nagore and Negapatam j and sinte bis return in 1794 bus resided near 
Yarmouth in the Isle of VVight, 

-f* This circupnstance should not be stated without soitie qualification. 
At home with his pupils and his family, Mr, MicheU dressed plainly, but 
when be appeared in public, whether at the Rooms, or on the Steyne, 
lie never forgot his cassock and gold-headed cane, the gift of Lord Eardley, 
whose education, as well as that of Mr.Wilmol, the brother of Lady 
Eardiey, he occasionally assisted in forming, 

t first employment before breakfafiting was, like that of the vene¬ 

rable Sir Eardley Wilmot, to read and study the Greek Testament, and there 
ts scarcely a chapter of that sacred volume, which when read in English, 
he could not translate orahy into its original language. Before he was 
50, a ]mralytic affection rendered him incapable of writing. His vvorks 
therefore were from dictation, and bis children, including his two daugh¬ 
ters, v^ere his amanuenses,^—During the long protracied period of his in¬ 
cumbency, he never advanced his tithes.—His memory is still revered 
by his surviving parishioners. He first raised the consequence of that 
now Royal and populous town, and at the time Nobility nho visited it, 
were content vvitb the huts of fiabermen, the Rooms were nighilv 
the resort of all, and there the Company assembled to drink tea, 
and play a pool of quadrille, departing at eleven o'clock. I remem¬ 
ber, when, except the Inns, my Father^s house contained the largest 
room in the town, ^0 feet square, the dormitory of the Priory of St, Bar¬ 
tholomew t the kitchen bad been the Refectory. In the former I have 
seen Garrick, Foote, and Dr. Johnson. He occasionally received pupils 
into bis house, with whom he educated his sons, and at a late period of 
his life, the Hero of Waterloo for a short time was placed under his tui¬ 
tion, and became a resident within the Vicarage-house of Bnghtheimston, 
This house upon my Father's death was taken down, and a modern edi¬ 
fice erected m its scite, by the Rev. Mr, Hudson, his successor. J. C. AJ.” 
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we have a more brilliant specimen of his Latin com position. 
Whoever has perused these ingenious productions, will regret 
with me that they are the only ones with which his modesty or 
avocauons jjcrmhted him to favour the world. Ihe second Edi¬ 
tion of the latter vvork, which was published in is dedi¬ 

cated to the Earl of Shelburne, now Marcjuis of Lansdowne; 
and the author's iiidgment is not less conapiciunis than his gra¬ 
titude and phlloiogy, in the tribute he pays to the virtues of 
that illustrious statesman and patriot, at the gloomy conjuue- 

tiire of his unpopularity, , ^ - t i- u j r 

The character of M^MicheO isbrieliy and faithfully delineated 
in the following classical inscription on a marble tablet in the 
palish Church of Brighthelmstoii r 

Henrico Mich ell, A. M. 

Aula? Ciarensis apiid Cantabrigiam olim Socio. 

EccJesise apud Maresfield plus 50 annos Reciori, 
a pud Blachington llectori, 
et hujus EcclesiEB Vicario plus 45 annos, 
qui obiit pridie Cal. Nov, 1TS9, 

Annum agens 75 j 

- ingeniu, literis, pietate praestantissimo: 

Filiis etiam et Filiabiis suis novem, 
immature abi'eptis. 

Hoc m arm or a^moris et desiderii ergo, 

F. C. 

Conjux (cum quI visit 42 annos) 
et liberi septem suyierstites* 

1790” 


The neat Portrait of the good Vicar of Brighton, which 
fronts this page, is a tribute of fUlal affection from his youngest 
son, whose veneration for the memory of his Father is but in¬ 
creased with the years that are passed since Death deprived him 
of a Parent when most he required one.”—" The great and good 
Sir Eardley (I use the words of Mr. .T. C. Michell) was the 
Friend of my Father during a series of years, and did nrR 
long survive him. I have often when a boy listened with aw'C 
and admiration to the conversation of Sir E, and my Father, 
The dignity, yet mildness of Sir Eardley, will never be forgotten by 
me. The laie Mr. Wilmot continued his friendship to my Family 
to the day of bis death. I could relate much of my Father, but mv 
memory attaches only to his private, not to his literary character. 
The following very admirable Letter from Mr. Michell, to 
liam his eldest Sun (then in his 13th year), on Ids embarking 
for India, as a Guinea-pig on board the Latham, Captain James 
Moffat t is an appropriate companion to that of the pious 
Mr. Nelson to his tw'o Cousins, George and Gabriel Hanger^* 


* Mr. .Andrevif Moffatt (Brother to Captain James Moffat), '*bo was an 
East India Director, procured for Mr. MicheU a Writership at Madras lo 
1773 ; andin 1777 another o! the pooti Vicar's Sons W'rrterio the 
Settlement. f Preserved in the “ Literary Anecdotes," vol. p- ^ 

“ iViY 
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REV. HENRV MICHELL TO HIS SON. 

" My dear SoSj Nov. l3, 

" This very name, containing the strongest argument ot all 
for affection in me, and duty in yon, is therefore a reason 
that I should give von the best advice and directions i am able, 

aud that you should diligently attend to them. Lay the founda¬ 
tion of all in the fear of God j that is, let your duty to Hun be 
the prindple to govern all your actions. You will see a great 
diversity of Eeliglons 5 but be assured, that the Christian is the 
only true nne^ having the Seal of the living God. It becomes not 
us to determine the rule by which they shall be judged^ but we 
must be judged by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Far troni being 
a bigol, J never condemned any Christian Church; but as you 
had the happiness to be educated in the Church of England, 
continue stedfasily in it, as the best-constituted Church (1 speak 
from cool reasoning) in the Christian World. It is the best for 
society and the private man j it makes him happy in himself, and 
beneficial to others. Practise conscientiously your religion j but 
never dispute about it, for this ]unduces not ^ conviction^ but 
quarrels, and those of the worst sort. You will therefore em¬ 
brace everv opjxirtunity of joining with the devotion of the 
Church of England) and where it cannot be had, with any other 
Protestant Church, your private devotions you will not wholly 
forsake, ft Is impossible to prescribe the time and manner and 
length of them, but the Lord's prayer, the principal and sum of 
alb you cannot want opportunity or leisure often to present to 
the Infinite Majesty. In your duty to man, let honesty and good 
nature be the ground-work of alL Honesty with me is of very 
large extent j it excludes injustice, and every act of meanness ; 
for the latter is nearly allied, and often the parent of the tormer. 
When a man is resolved to do every thing that is selfish, so it be 
not dishonest, he will soon lose sight of the distinction. 

** Let no consideration whatever !em|>t you to swerve the least 
tittle from the strictest rules of gi aiitudc. We are bound under 
indissoluble ties to please and serve our benefactors. One would 
be sorry to be under such subjection to an haughty or a bad 
man, and therefore w^e should take care not to receive an obli¬ 
gation from him. ' The King of Sf)dom (speaks the Patriarch) 
shall not say, that 1 have made Abraham rich,* Hence your ob¬ 
ligations sliould always Ijave a greater weiglit upon you than 
your expectations. If two men want your service, and you can¬ 
not oblige them both, serve him from whom you have already 
received, before him from whom you expect, an obligation. I 
have always endeavoured to stick close to this rule. It has been 
supposed that I have missed preferment by it; but it has given 
me peace of mind, and may entail a blessing upon my posterity* 
Besides, how many friends, and those of the most valuable of 
all, has Providence raised up to me without my labor, or even 
expectations. These I need not point out to yon. 

" Good-breeding U such an ornament and advantage to a man, 
that 1 could wish you possessed it without the least tincture of 

rudeness 
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rudeness or rusticity. Perhaps I may not be thought qualified 
to ffive directions in this case, and therefore 1 will relate to you 
the advice 1 liad from the best judge of good-breeding in his 
age. He said it was nothing but imitation, and that to he well 
bred yourself, you must carefully observe in what manner a well- 
bred iierson behaves upon every occasion. You have patterns 
enough among the gentlemen of the India Company, whom m 
general 1 have found (to speak without a compliment) to be as 
well-bred men as any in Europe. The two extremes to be avoided 
here aie a troublesome ceremony on the one hand, and a rude 
bluntness on the other. Observation only can teach you this. 

“ I need not mention to you how much it is your duty and 
interest to oblige our worthy friend your Commander, Captain 
Mofiatt. Supposing you have an inclination to do this (and 
without it I should detest you), express it rather by what you 
do than what you sav. Any thing like servility or flattering, his 
generous mind will abhor; but where he sees you pleased and 
active in doing whatever he likes, it will endear you to hmi. Let 
me enjoin you by all the Parental authority with which God and 
Nature have invested me, to obey from principle his coinmmds, 
to follow his advice, and submit thankfully to his reproof. God s 
good Providence has raised you up such a friend as 1 am sorry to 
Kiy you could not find in your own family 5 if by your own 
fault you lose him, you must expect to be for ever friendless. 
In the article of dress, I would not wish you a fop; 
rather more attention than 1 have done. It has been a disad¬ 
vantage to me, and it is now too late to reform. This leads me 
to siicak upon your expences in general. Don't give the reins to 
your inclination, without considering the fund that is to support 
it You can judge in some measure what this is. Let us come 
to an agi-eementI will afford you as much as I am able, and 
do you manage it as thriftily as you can, without committing 
any act of meanness. The best rule in these cases is to avoid the 
occasions of exjience; for when you are in them, to be thrifty is 
generally to be mean. If you engage in them but seldom, you 
will be able to appear genteelly without spending more than you 
can afford. The ties of blood, 1 pray God you may never violate 
or disregard. These offences, more than any other, are punished 
by Divine judgments in the present world. Other offences may 
be reserved to the last day; but if these by temporal pumsh- 
ments are not restrained, the great bands which keep together 
the present world, and the principal springs of its motion would 
be destroyed.—Be punctual.—Never game. ^ 

“ I had much to say, but my love and affection will now alone 
be heard, and break forth in ^ving you my solemn bluing m 
commending you to a better, that is our Heavenly Father, that 
He would graciously bestow upon you his merciful 
this world and in that winch is to come. H- 


Rev. 
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Rev.Tno. Dunham Whitaker, LL.D.F.R.S.F.S.A. 

This exemtilary Divine and very able Topographical Antiquary 
was the descendant, in a direct line, Irum a family which have 
been seated at the Holme in Lancashire, almost as early as the 
middle of the lifiecnth cent 111 y*. 

He was horn June 8. 17r>;>, at the parsonage-house of Hain- 
hatn. Norfolk, of which his father was then Curate; but the 
next year succeeded his brother in tlie paternal estate of Holote. 
which the fimilv had possessed from about 1431. He receiied 
the rudiments of education from the Rev. John Shaw, ot Roch¬ 
dale; and after an interval of weakly health, was placed under 
the Rev. William Sheepshanks, at Grasington in Craven, and- m 
I77n. at St. John’s College, Cambridge. He proceeded LL. B. 
in 1780, intemling at .that time to follow the Civil Law as-a 
profession; but in 1783 the death of his fit her transferred his 
residence to the Holme, and three years after he was ordained 
Deacon by Dr. Law, Bishop of Clonfeit, who also admitted him 
to the order of priesthood in the year following, in 1797 he 
bccHni6 perpetual Cuvaie; of HolniCj ^ Chsapel fouoded by bi3 
ancestors, but rebuilt and re-endowed chiefly at his own cost: 
took the degree of LL. D. in ISOl, was presented by the Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury to the Vicarage of Whalley in 1809, and 
to that of Blackburn in ISIS. Previous to this last presentation, 
he had for some years held the liectory of Heyshaiii, which be 
resigned* 

He marrifd Lucy, flatigliter of Thomas Thoresby, t-sq, of 
Leeds» a kinsman of the celebrated Antiquary of that Hanley who 
survives him^ and by whom he has left three sons and one 
daughter* having lost a daughter in 1816, and his eldest son in 

• The Whitakers were not only connected fey marnasre with the first 
families of Laiin«shire, Ibe !5herbunte5, the Townleys* Stanleys, Harriti^^ 
loi.g, and Noivells, but aiUed to a enn$iellatTon of eccle&iKStks, whuse 
eruditjnn and talnifs were superior to ihtir stations: amon^ whom may 
be eiinmerated, Al^xaiuier and Laurence NiiwpII, regale rttvely Dt-anfi of 
Si, Paul's and Lichfield ; and Wool Mm* Bi'ihop of whose duu^rluer 

married Francis Godwvn, liUhnp of Hereftiftl of Thomas Godw mi, 
’Bi6ht»p of Bath and Wrlb), the learned Cnmnreivlator ** De P-Ksiililnii 
Aiij^liae/' Amongst tlufse cekbraipd Divines shone conspicutiusly* per¬ 
haps I he most ennnettt man of his family, Dr* William Wtntaker, Master 
of Sm John’s College, Cambridge* who was born (sailh FoHer) In the 
first year of that pious Prince, Edward VL at the manor of Holme, in the 
parish of Burnley, co Lancaster" In the same hou^e, afier an iiit^^rval of 
more than 250 year?, tlid the descendatit of Ids elder bnitlier write the 
Life of him vThteli appears in the ** History nf Whalley,*’ The 
Master of St, JoUti’s died at the early agfe of 48* ** Hh was a man of 

aeute nnd sirotijc understandinff, exercised in the most difficult nuestiunt 
ofiheolopv; he was abo celebrated for the mildness of his cent roverslal 
style.’^ Bishop Hall thus panegyrises him : ** That honour of our scboolsy 
and aiD'el of our Church, leaTio d Whitaker, than whom our age saw 
ntithii^g more nu'inorable. What dearness of jndirmein:- what sweetiitsi 
of Efvk i what gravity of person, what grace of carriage j was in ihe maji. 
Whoever saw hint without reverence, or heard him without wonder/" 

August 
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August 1817s in consequence of a fall from horseback, the shock ^ 
of whose melancholy death he never fully recovered. 

As a literary man, in w'hich character he is most generally, 
though perhaps not most deservedly known, he w^as distinguished 
not less for industry and acuteness in research,accaracy of reason¬ 
ing, and extent of knowledge, than warmth of imagination and 
vigour of style. To the study of English Antiquities, which the 
lovers of Greek and Roman lore too often affect to despise as 
barbarous and uninteresting, he brought a rich store of classical 
information, and what is of much rarer occurrence, a correct and 
classical taste j and when to these wc add the knowledge of 
such modern languages as throw most light on the subject, an 
intimate acquaintance with the Anglo-Saxon and Gothic dia¬ 
lects, on which our own Is chiefly founded, and the habit of 
close attention to those numerous traces they have left in the 
rude tongue of the people around him, it may be admitted that 
few champions bare appeared in the arena of antiquarian 'war¬ 
fare more completely armed for the held. He must, indeed, he 
considered as having mainly contributed to the l evival of a school 
In topography, wdiich had well nigh become extinct* In the 
days of Lcland and Camden, the fathers of tins delightful study, 
it was thought no sin for an antiquary to be a man of genius and 
letters, and we find this ground occupied by the very first scholars 
of the age: but in succeeding times, the race had greatly dege¬ 
nerated, and a fell array of county and local historians might be 
produced, the heaviness of whose matter is only exceeded by the 
duluess of their manner, and whose dense folios will be found 
to contain little beside transcripts of parish registers, title-deeds, 
public records, and monumental inscriptions, not often possess¬ 
ing even the merit of accurately representing their originals* 
Did an erratic antiquaiy now and then forsake the beaten track, 
making ever so slight pretensions to brilliancy of imagination, 
or warmth of feeling, he was looked upon by Im brethren as 
one whose levity was altogether inconsistent with the gravity 
of t he corpSj and whose light weapons were calculated to injure 
rather than benefit the cause- like a young divines who should 
exhibit symptoms of wdt before the Convocation, or a knight 
errant who would break the ranks of a regular army to tilt and 
be slain for the honour of his lady. The natural consequence 
was, that the diilness of the whole brotherhood became pro¬ 
verbial ; they were supposed to occupy the humblest place in the 
scale of literary existence, a step, perhaps, above the penman 
of the counting* house, but veiy far below the lowest pretend¬ 
ers to literature in any other department. The possible uti¬ 
lity of their pursuits in the illustration of History, Manners, 
and the Arts, was quite overlooked by themselves and others. 
If they were ever praised, it was for patience and industry: but 
even this scanty tribute was often withheld by those who did not 
hesitate to profit by their pains. 

From this degiadcd state it is not too much to say that the 

Historian 
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Historian of Wlialkv, Craven, and Ricirmondshire, has redeemed 
his favourite study, mid to him we are chiefly indebted, if it has, 
in modern times, been discovered, that topography may he united 
with the keenest relish for natural beauty, with the most de¬ 
voted attachment to the Fine Arts, with the gia\e contenipld* 
tion of the Moralist, the editing labours of the Biographer, 
and the loftiest flights of the Bard. Nor will this ment be de¬ 
nied him, though the advocates of the old syatem may now and 
then triumph in a trifling inaccuracy, or raise the hue atid cry 
against the inordinate amibltion that would pant after higher 
hunoiu's than that of having compiled an index to a Record 
Office—that would aspire to the distinction of being read, and 
be but ill content with the irnmcmlity of resting in a library, 
to be produced only on the transfer of a manor, the proof of a 
pedigree, or the sale of an advowson. But Topography, though 
the favourite, was by no means the only station he occupied j 
and in addition to the acknowledged w'orks by which these minor 
claims on public regard are supported, the Quarterly Review 
owed some of its most distinguished articles to hia pen; and his 
Speech on the public distresses, delivered at a meeting in Black¬ 
burn, may be instanced as a specimen of sound reasoning, cah 
culated long to survive the particular occasion that called it^. 

In the fields of verse he never rambled, though no man could 
better appreciate the merits of poetry, or more readily transfuse 
its chief graces into his own compositions. His style was 
nervous, yet elegant; concise, yet fluent; averse to the modern 
barbarisms and affectation which degrade the English tongue, 
but never hesitating to naturalize a foreign word, so it were 
of respectable origin, and would conform to the usages of its 
adopted country. In the use of simile and quotation he was 
remarkably happy j but, above all, excelled in the fecttlly of 
painting (if it may be so called) the object before him—of seiz¬ 
ing at once tlie chief features, whether of scenery, architecture, 
or human character, and by a few well-chosen epithets, or by 
one masterly stroke, conveying a rapid but finished picture to 
the mind, in this respect, he strongly resembled Camden 5 and, 
had the custom of publishing in a learned language prevailed 
now, as it did in the Elizabethan age, we have reason to suppose, 
from his little work, De Motu per Biitanniam civko, &c/’ that 
he would not have fallen short of that great Master in his Latin 
style. To his characteristic waruith, however, the defects as 
well as the merits of his works may be mainly ascribed j nor is 
it to be wondered, that though for the most part no less accurate 
than vivid in his ideas, his rapidity should now and then have over¬ 
looked an object worthy of notice, or represented it in a manner 
which a second glance would infallibly have corrected ^ that in 
Ins opposition to principle, he should occasionally have appeared 
somewhat too xiusparing of persons j and tliat hh zeal, when 
counteracted by those with whom reason and authority had about 

* See it j^riiited iti the GentlemaiPi Magazine, voh LXXXVlI. i. 213. 

equal 
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equal weight, should sometimes have defeated its oivn object^ 
where partial concession, and a more conciliatory tone, might 
ha^e prevailed. 

His Tiieological Works were con lined fo the publication of 
occasional Sermons, hut he had the enviable art of making every 
literary undertaking subservient to the great interests of religion 
and morality, without violaiing the proprieties of the subject in 
hand j an object which certainly no Clergyman should ever suffer 
to escape his view, whatever be the lighter studies or amuse¬ 
ments he may think proper to indulge. 

In this character, indeed. Dr. Whitaker was most exemplary- 
Placed in situations which gave him a sort of episcopal super-^ 
intendance over a district no Jess than thirty miles in extreme 
length, nearly the same in breadth, containing twenty-four de¬ 
pendant cha[ielnes, and occupied by more than 100,000 inha¬ 
bitants, he exercised this important iufiuence in a manner which 
might well have become a still wider sphere of labour, la his 
appointments to the chapels which came under his own imme¬ 
diate patronage, he was ever actuated by the purest and most 
disinterested motives ; nor could any pmcticable scheme for 
promoting the temporal or spirilual welfare of his parishionei^ 
be proposed to him, which did not meet his ready concurrence, 
and active co-operation- More frequently, indeed, these plans 
onginatetl with himself^ and while he was thus enabled to place 
around him a body of zealous and useful clergy, his own con¬ 
duct in the discharge of his more personal fun ctions furnished 
an excellent model to all. To this part of his character such 
ample justice was done him by one of the correspondents to tbe 
Gentleman’s Magazine*, during his life-time, that 1 need not 
dwell on it in this work. 

His discouiBes partook largely of the peculiarities already 
noticed in his other works: they had the same fire, the same 
strength and fluency of language, the same acuteness of reason¬ 
ing and originality of illustration, the same happy use of orna¬ 
ment 3 but they were also so perfectly simple, and intelligible 
to the humblest of his auditors, and delivered with eloquence so 
natui^l and impressive, that though far froiti courting popu¬ 
larity, he never failed to altract twerflowing congregations. 

But the principles which regulated his w'hole conduct as a 
Clergyman cannot be better expressed than in his own words: 
“ The dispensation of the Gospel has been committed to me 
within a certain district, and under certain forms and limita¬ 
tions. 1 Give, under the most solemn obltgatsons, obedience to 
my immediate superiors in the church, and conformity to all 
its established rules: here I have no option1 eat my bread on 
that condition ; if 1 transgress it, 1 am a dishonest man. I see, 
indeed, the genuine doctrines of my own church entirely neg¬ 
lected by some of its ministers, and mingled with fanaticism, 
democracy, and other poisonous combinations, by others j never- 

* Ser the Gr ntlpmin's Mararinc^, vtrL XC. part iL jr. 40S. 

theleis. 
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theless, 1 know them tube the word of truth, t will, 
irrace nat reiect, but separate them fnnn these admixtures, 
preach them boldly, yet nuionally; and if in so doing. mX un¬ 
lives are mistaken, mv principles decried, and myselt am classed 
with a sect to which I «lo not belong, 1 will bear my cross in 
patience.” These observations occur in a note to the Histoij 
of Whallev, p. 389, the whole of which is well deserving the at¬ 
tention of all friends of the Establishment, and merits a more 
general circulation than the particular object of 0>e work is 
likely to afford. It has, I believe, seldom happened that men 
so gifted for the pulpit and the press, have as successfully mter- 
chauged the retirement of the study for the more active wa ks 
of Vite^ but with all the aversion to minute calculation, and the 
detail of mechanical arrangement, which the most abstracted 
atudent could have expressed, no man could more practicdly 
wei^h the merits of an extended plaui and with nerves that 
shrunk at the very shadow of trivial and imagmaiy danger, 
none could more firmly encounter its real form, when duty leu 
the way* Composition, also, with him required little or no 
eftbrt: and while he could dictate hb most finished descrip¬ 
tions on the spot, or lay up in the solitude of a morning walk 
abundant employment for the too tardy pen, nmny a track vvas 
recovered fiom the encroachments of time, which hi^ activity 
never allowed to remain long uncultlu^ed* Hence he was no 
less busily employed in the preservation of old, and the erection 
of new churches, throughout hb parishes, than in pioviding 
for the furtherance of the great ofjjects to which they were dedi¬ 
cated j nor could the trustees of the parliamentary fund, lately 
applied to those purposes, have selectetl a more active and use¬ 
ful associate. Blessed early in life with the possession of a 
patrimonial estate, to which he was ever enthusiastically attached,, 
lie became a planter and improver on no narrow scale, aud in 
this profitable and patriotic pursuit, received the gold medal of 
the Society of Arts, while more than half a million of trees, 
rising gradually beneath his hand, gave grace and dignity to the 
rug^^ed scenery around him. To watcli their growth and beauty 
was the frequent solace of his lighter hours; and when at his 
last visit to the Holme, declining health admonished him that 
he should see them no more, he calmly selected one of thecoine- 
Jiest of his own planting to be the depositary of his mortal 

remains. ■ - ^ 

In a district where the non-residence or extinction of the 
ancient gentry had much weakened the civilizing influence of 
polished manners on the humbler classes of society, and even 
the restraints of law were but feebly exerted, the office of a 
m agist late, for which his education and pursuits had so well 
tiuidified him, wm accepted as a duty, and at Holme might have 
been exercised with immixed pleasure to himself, and advantage 
to others j but, transplanted into the midst of a manufacturing 
population^ at a time when sedition and blasphemy were un¬ 
usually 
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usually prevalent, and the poison of a system, wliose evils he had 
from the first foretold and resisted, was ferniented to its utmost 
hei'^ht of maiigniiy, the conscientious disclmrge of his dutv, re- 
warcied as it was by the approbation of his sovereign, and the 
wami thanks^ of his neighbours and countrymen, was attended 
with sacrifices which bis friends and the loveis of litesafcuse 
may be excused for thinking almost too great even in the best of 
cause?”tbe suspension of those calmer studies in which he de¬ 
lighted ^ and, as it may be feared, the introduction of that dis¬ 
tressing disorder to which he fell a victim. 

Adorned with these accomplishments, as an author, a cler¬ 
gyman, a subject, a man, and endowed by nature and age with 
a commanding person, a venerable and expressive countenance, 
and a peculiarly animated eye, he seemed to possess the faculty 
of impressing his own image on the mind no less vividly than 
the features of landscape were depicted by his pen* An image 
which no one who has once beheld him in the pulpit, aniid?t 
the trophies of antiquityj or the peaceful seclusion of domestic 
life, w'ill ever be able to efece from recollection. 

To this faitliful account (originally communicated to tlie 
Gentlemans Magazine by the Rev. S.J* Allen), I shall add a 
character of Dr. Whitaker, which first appeared in the Leeds 
Intelligencer,” under the signature of P* VV, 

Having read, in your Intelligencer, the death of Dr. Whit¬ 
aker, 1 fully expected that you w'ould have given, in a subsequent 
paper, a more copious obituary of that profound and learned 
divine* Though f detest gross panegyrie, or posthumous un¬ 
deserved praise, I think that a just and honourable reoiembrance 
of the abilities and vktuous exertions of those who have gone 
before us, tends to stimiilate the survivors. I have been more 
particularly disappointed by this silence, knowing that the 
Doctor resided some time in the parish of Leeds* On that ac¬ 
count 1 concluded that some of his learned acquaintance, resi¬ 
dent there, who bad enjoyed his conversation, and had been ill' 
siructed by his ecclesiastical labours, or by the numerous pro¬ 
ductions of his pen in divinity, in politics, in history, and m 
antiquities, would have favotired your readers with a more de¬ 
tailed account* Not only his own parish, but probably the 
whole kingdom, is, in some measure indebted to his exertions, 
through Providence, for the peace, domestic comforts, and 
national security, which we now have the happiness to enjoy* 
Though possessing a delicate frame, no violence of the jacobinical 
mob, however malignant^ no threatenings, however diabolical, 
excited his fears, or prevented him from discharging the most 
laborious and the most dangerous office of a magistrate in the 
disaffected district of Lancashire, where he resided. Among 
strangers he was silent and reserved. His eloquence was rarely 


* A magnificent service of plate was given to hinv by the hihabitanls of 
BUokUiirn, in testiiuony of tbeir gratitude and respect, on the ^3d 

April.'831. 
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exerted on political occasions. A friend of mine expressed his 
utmost astonishment, when Dr. Whitaker addressed the meeting 
at Blackburn, convened by the magistrates, in order to support 
the arm of government, and to check the nefarioas designs of 
the lower ranks. The hall was crowded to excess, particularly 
by the radicals. VVhen the Doctor unexpectedly rose to address 
the meeting, he instantly poured forth such a torrent of elo¬ 
quence,' that the higher ranks were completely etorand the 
disaffected sneaked out cue hj one, overpowered by his argu¬ 
ments, or convicted by their consciences. 

He was sometimes accused of severity. But morose, indeed, 
must he be, who will not make allowance for delicate health, and 
a highly nervous constitution, which times of insubordination, 
of turbulence, and disaffection, constantly kept in a state of irri¬ 
tation. Piety and modest worth ever found in him a protector 
and a friend/ The vanity of ignorance, or the presumption of 
the upstart, he held in equal contem]it. If he were severe, he 
was, to use his own words, Sola in vitia asper.“ In the com> 
pany of a few select fi iends, his conversation was of a very supe¬ 
rior cast; full of acute remarks, of argument, or of anecdote. 
3iodo Irisli, S(Epe jocaso, 

" To affectation, to disguise, or to hypocrisy, his heart was 
an utter stranger. His knowledge of the Scripture.s, of the 
Fathers, of Histoiy, and of Antiquities, was most profound. His 
extempore eloquence in the pulpit was rapid, energetic and im¬ 
pressive» His language was so terse, so correct, and, at the same 
rime, so elegant, that tJie most learned and polished audience 
could not but admire it. 

^ Nee fecundia deserit hunc, nec lucidus ordo.' ” 

The following interesting anecdote has been communicated 
by a Friend: *Mn the year 1S09, on the occasion of the consecra¬ 
tion of Grindleton Chapel, a party consisting of the Bev. Thomas 
Starkie, tlie Rev. T. Wilson, Dr. Watson, Bishop of Landaff, and 
Dr. Whitaker, met at Brow'sholme Hall, the hospitable seat of 
Thomas Lister Parker, Esq. The Bishop, whose powers of con¬ 
versation and reieniive memory were conspicuous on all occa- 
sionsj was so forcibly struck with Dr, \^^hitakei''s profound learn¬ 
ing in divinity, that he afterwards observed to Mr. Parker: 

Though J have so long filled the Professors cliair, yet I was 
obliged yesterday to go to my fourth, nay even to my fifth shelf, 
to cope With the Doctor s knowledge of the old and learned Au¬ 
thors in Divinity.'' 

Dr. Whitaker'had never recovered the attack of paralysis he 
had in 1S20, brought on by constant alarm and fatigue during 
the Radical disturbances: it terminated in a nervous asthma, 
from which, after experiencing incessant sufferings for some 
months, he was relieved by dropsy, the sure harbinger of disso¬ 
lution. His mind had also suffered j and the fine imagination, 
retentive memoiy, and other faculties, were indeed in ruins he- 
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fore the body decayed; though internals also occurred to the 
last, in \vh\c\i, like the remains of those venerable strucUires he 
has so nobly desci ibed, his former brilliance seemed to return, 
as an arch or column erect amidst desolation, to iell how mag¬ 
nificent the structure had been, lie was himself long conscious 
of the manner in which his disorder must terminate ; and before 
he left the Holme for the last time, he who had shivered to cross 
a stream, or descend a hill, for fear of death, walked calmly into 
his woods, and setting his back against a master-tree of his own 
planting, compared its bulk with his own, and ordered it to be 
cut down and hollowed to form his coflin, which was done ac¬ 
cordingly, In this he lies interred In the Holme Chapel, attended 
to the grave by all the Clergy, and most of the Gentry, of Black¬ 
burn, WhalJey, and the neighbourhood, 

I shall now sulijoin in Dr. Whitaker’s own words an account 
of his seat at Holme, a very appropriate habitation for a contem¬ 
plative Antiquary, and also of the appendant chapel, re-founded 
chiefly at his own cost s 

^^The house at Holme, like most of the ancient structures in 
the neighbourhood, was built of wood : the centre and eastern 
wing were built in 1603, or before. The West end remarned of 
wood till 1717 , and had one or more private closets for the con¬ 
cealment of priests, the family having continued Uecusants to 
the latter end of iQueen Elizabeth’s reign, if not kten The house 
became, by successive alterations, though an irregular, not an 
inconvenient habitation. Appendant to this demesne was^ a 
chantry founded after the dissoJution of Whalley Abbey, and dis¬ 
solved 1 Edward VI, The chantry lands were sold to Thomas 
Whitaker, of Holme, gent, (the supposed founder.) After the 
dissolution, it was considered as the property of the family j and, 
by a singular fate, though never r^iiced to a ruin, continued 
without a minister SCX) years, when Anthony Wetherhead, A. M. 
was licensed to it, 1742, on the nomination of Thomas Whitaker, 
of Holme, gent. He died in 1/60, aged 80. His successor was 
William Hallhvell, who died in 1796, and he was succeeded by 
Dr. Whitaker, on his own petition. The first step towards a re- 
endowment of this poor neglected foundation was a rent-charge 
of lb per a 7 immt left by Mr. Henry Wood, a native of this place, 
who had been clerk of the works under Sir Christopher Wi'en 
during the rebuilding of St. Paul's Cathedi'al*^. This was followed 
by several successive benefactions from Queen Anne’s Bounty, 
which, with a donation of 400/. from Dr. Whitaker, making in 
the whole 1600/. are all vested in lands, amounting to a glebe of 
130 acres. The old chantiy was a rude but picturesque little 
building, only 42 feet by IS within, it was built of irregular, 
but very deep courses of masonry, of which there were only six 
from the foundation to the roof. The livalls ^ve^e filled with 
grout-work, and the lime with which they w^ere filled had been 

* Mr. Wood’s carious accounts of that great work were m Dr. Whita¬ 
ker's possession. 

burnt 


REV. DR. THOMAS DUNHAM WHITAKER. 879 


burnt with a mixture of hazle-rnots and coaJ, gathered as it 
might seem in the neighbouring clonglis. The quire is remem¬ 
bered to have been adurned with Gothic carved work and insci ifi- 
tioni. The curious perforated old pulpit of Henry the Eighth’s 
time, only remains, together with sonic i^eiicks of a library, con¬ 
sisting principady of controversial divinity, and once reposited 
in an * aumery’ at the East end,” 

The three follnwing elegant Latin Epitaphs by Br, Whitaker, 
on his Parents, his Daughter, and his eldest most lamented Son, 
are on marble tablets in the Chapel at Holme. 

1. ^‘JUITA UORMIUNT Iff ClflOSTO 

WILHELMUS WHITAKER, 

ECCLESIJE: ANfSt-lCANE PRESBYTER, 

ET LUCIA CONJUK. 

OBllT ILLE 

CAL. JUNt A. D- AM>CC.L3tX£tL 
AJJNUM /ETATIS AGEKS Ltl* 

IIJEC VERO 

ID. JUL. M.DCC.LX3CSVOI. 
iETATlS EX IV. 

H. Af. r. 

FILIUS UNICUS.” 

» MARIA . CAROLOTA . WHITAKER . 

VmOO . DECORA , PODICA . FRUOI . 

KATA . BlENTISSlMA . 

ELEOANTI , IKGENlO - iXDOLE 
fOELlCI . VIXIT . AKNiS . XXII . MESS , Vl. 

m . vivrs . ESSE , oesht . xni. ral. 

M- A. A. S, MDCCCXVr . IfTROeUE . 

PAREKTE . CONTRA . VOTUM * 

SUPEBSTiTE,” 

3. A. n. 

THOMAE . THORESBEIO . WHUAKERO . A.M. 

ECCLESIAE . AKGLIOANAE . PtlEJlBYTERO 
NEC . IKDOCTO - NEC . IN'DESERTO ^ NEC . IN . INFIRMQS 
JNOPESVE . OFFICU , SOI . VN^VAM . JMMEMORl 
GNATO . CONIVGT - PARENT! . UAVD POENTTENDO 
LlTERARVil . GHAECARVxM . ADPRtME . GNARO 
MOHIBVS , SOCllS . STVOliSQVE . LIBERALlBVS 
ORE* ETJAM . EXTINCTO * SPIRITV . VENVSTO . AC . BEN'IONO 
INGENIO . CAETEBA . MITISSIMO . SOLA . IN - VITIA . ASPERO 
DISCIPLINA . DENIGVE . CRHISTTANA . PENITVS . IMSVTO 
CVJVS . INTER , NOVISSIAIOS. CBUCIATVS 
SOLATIA . PARVM . iNCERTA . EXPERTEBATVR. 

PARENTVAt . SPES . ET . OELICIAE 
ANTE , DIEM . Xl . EQVO , LAPSVS . MORTEM - OEUT 
IV . CAL . SEPT . A. S* MDCCCXVIL 

ANNUS . NAT VS. HEV . PAVCOS . XXXI . MENSES . VJI . DIES , IXTUU 
RELICT A - CONIVGE . MOESTISSIMA 
CVM . FILIOLG . VNICO. MOEROBIS . EXPERTK 
PROPE . GERMANAM * CARISSIMAM 
ITA . ENIM ♦ MOHIENS . JPSE . IOSSERAT 
FRATERNO - CORPORE * DEPQNENDO. 


IIAEC , CITHA . SESQVIANNI . SPATIVM . BIS . ORBVS 
, IMMENS! . DESlDERtl . SOLAMEN . aVALECVNQVE 
SCRIPSI . PATER." 


This 
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This able writer and excellent man died at the Vicarage, 
Blackbnrnj Dec. 18“31, aged 63; and was buried in the family 
vault at Holme on the 94th ; the aUentlaiice at his grave bearing 
ample tesiiniony to the veneration his character had commanded 
where his influence was more immediately felL 

The titles and dates of Dr* Whitaker's principal Works are; 

A Fast Sermon, Feb* 98, 1704* (See Gent. Mag. vol. LXIV* 
p. 634 *)—A Sermon on the Consecration of the Chapel of 
Holme, July 19, 1794.’’ (LXIV. —A second Fast Sermon, 

Fe b * 9 9, 17 y ^ * (LX V. 761).—^ ^ A Sermon preache d at Deed 
for the benefit of the General Infirmary;’ 1796, 8vo. (LXVH. 
139.)—A History of the Original Parish of Whalley, and 
Honor of Clitheroe, in the Counties of Lancaster and York/* 
ISOl, 4to (LXXII,44*) This VVoik has passed through three 
Editions; the second in 1806; the last, with very considerable 
addilionsj in 1813,—History of the Deanery of Craven;' lB05i 
royal 4to* Second Edition, 1819* (IJCXV* 1199* LXXXVLii. 
140).—A Sermon preached at the Consecration of the Chapel 
of Salesbury in Jvancashire, 1807,” 8vo* (LXXVH* 1133.)—** De 
Motu per Britanniain Civico Annis 1745 et 1746,” IB0% 19uio. 
(LXXIX. 335.)—The Life and Original Correspondence of Sir 
George RadcIitFe, Knt*" ISIO, 4to. (LXXX, ii* 151.)—An edi¬ 
tion of “ Piers Plowniaii/' 4to.—The Sermons of Dr, Edwin 
Sandys, formerly Archbishop of York, with a Life of the Author,” 
1S19, Svo*—Sermon preached at the Primary Visitation of the 
LfOrd Bishop of Chester,” 1814, 4fo,—A new Edition of Tho- 
resby's " Du cat us X^odioensisor, the Topograpy of Leeds,” 
&c. foL 1816.—'^ Loidis and El mete ; or an Attempt to illustrate 
the Districts described in those Works by Bede, and supposed to 
embrace the lower Poi titm s of A redale and Wharftlale; together 
with the entire Vale of Calder, co. York,” fol. 1816, (LXXXIV* 
il* 39*)—“ Substance of a Speech at-Blackbiirn, Feb* 90, 1817*” 
(L'XXXVn. i* 913.)—The History of Yorkshire,” foL 1891, 
i’he MS* for iliehmondshire;* and Lunedale," was completed 
by Dr, Whitaker, previous to his death* These two Portions 
will be comprized in Twelve Numbers, forming two Volumes* 


The following Epitaph is at Bedford, Suffolk (see p* 965,) 
'' Underneath are the remains of Susan Church, the wife of 
John Church, Rector of this Parish, by whom she left a daugh¬ 
ter named Elizabeth* She was daughter to Mr* Thomas Carew, of 
Little VValdingfield, by bis 9d wife, Elizabeth Buddie, of Hadleigh. 
In her intercourse with the world, she was obliging and inof¬ 
fensive ; to the poor she was'constantly good; and in great sin¬ 
cerity of heart was cheerfully religious. In her own family for 
y*^nrs she was a continual blessing* But it pleased God 
that she died Aug. 13, 1769, aged 43 yeai*s. 

Here aUo lie the remains of the above-named John 
Church, who died Oct* 97, 1735, aged 80 years.” 

James 
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James Edwards, Esq, 

This worthy and intelligent gentleman was the eldest son of 
Mr. William Edwards^ BooliseHer, of Halifax i who was for 
many years eminent in his profession, and of no couimon esti- 
timation for the energies of his mind; and whose skill in col¬ 
lecting rare books, not less than his exquisite taste in rich and 
expensive bindings, will long be recollected in the annals of 
Bibliography. The Catalogues ^vhich he occasionally published 
abounded in rare and valuable books, many of them most or¬ 
namentally and superbly bound, in a manner peculiar to him¬ 
self, He brought up four sons to his o^vn profession, all of 
whom acquired high celebrity. 

In 1734 , when he was 64 years of age, he settled his son 
James, with a younger brother (John), in Pall Mall j where, 
under the firm of Edwards ajid Sons, they published a Catalogue 
which astonished, not only the^ purchasers of books, but the 
most experienced and intelligent Booksellers in the Metropolis, 
Never, perhaps, was a collection more splendid, or more truly 
valuable, presented to the curious j and its success was propor¬ 
tionate to its merits. It was formed principally from the Libra¬ 
ries of N. Wilson, Esq, of Pontefr act ] two eminent Antiquaries, 
deceased j and H. Bradshaw, Esq. of Maple Hall, Cheshire, 

This was followed, in 17^7^ by the Library of Peter Main- 
waring, M, D.j with that of an eminent Civilian, and others, 
Mr. John Edwards died in early life, 

Mr, Richard Edwards, another brother, settled in Bond-street ^ 
but retired in a few years from trade, haviog obtained a respect¬ 
able appointment under Government in the Island of Minorca, 
which after a short time he relinquished. 

In 1788 , Mr, James Edwards accompanied his friend James 
Robson, Esq. in a journey to Venice, on purpose to examine 
the far-famed PinelJi Libraiy, the Catalogue of which filled six 
octavo volumes. This Librai'y, by a bold and successful specu¬ 
lation, they secured, by offering a price for it which the execu¬ 
tors and trustees found it their interest to accept 3 and, during 
the severe winter which followed, the books were, not without 
much hazard from the sea, brought safely to London 3 and sold 
by auction in the following year in Conduit-street, 

In 1790 Mr, Edwards published a Catalogue of the Libraries 
of Salichelii of Rome, and Zanetii of Venice 3 and m 1793 he 
was the purchaser of Uiat singular bibliographical treasure which 
Mr. Gough has so well described in his x4ccount of a rich illu¬ 
minated Missal, executed for John Duke of Bedford, Regent of 
France under Henry VI. 3 and afterwards the Duchess of Port¬ 
land's/’ This Missal executed under the eye, and for the imme¬ 
diate use of the famous John Duke of Bedford (Regent of France) 
and Jane (the daughter of the Duke of Burgundy) his wife, was, 
at the beginning of the iSth centuiy, in the magnificent Library 
of Harley Earl of Oxford, It afterwards came into the possession 
of his daughter, the well-known Duchess of Portland, at whose 
VoL. IV, 3 L 
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sale, ia 17S6^ it was ptirchased by Mr, Edwards for 215 gmneas. 
Among the pictures in itj there are whole-length portraits 
of the Duke and Duchess of Bedford j the head of the former 
of which has been enlarged and engraved by Vertuej for his 
portraits to illustrate the History of England, The Missal 
frequently displays the arms of these noble personages 3 and 
also affords a pleasing testimony to the affectionate gallantry of 
the pair j the motto of the former being A vous entier," that 
of the latter J*en suis contente/' There is a formal attesta¬ 
tion in the volumcj of its having been given by the Duke to his 
nephew, Henry VL as a most suitable present. But the Reader 
should consult (if he can procure it) Mr, Gough's curious vo¬ 
lume, written expressly upon the subject; or Mr, Dibdin's 

Bibliograpliical Decameron,"’ vo], L p. cxxxvi—cxxxix. 

In this purchase the purse or the spirit of Mr. Edw'ards ex¬ 
ceeded that even of Crowned Heads 5 and to him Mr. Gough's 
publication was thus addressed: “ To wboiUi with greater pro¬ 
priety, can be inscribed an Illustration of the Bed^ford Missal^ 
than to him, who, with the spirit to purchase it, unites the taste 
to possess it } Preserve, Sir, this splendid monument of the Arts 
in the Fifteenth Century, and precious meraoriid of one of the 
most illustrious in the Catalogue of English Worthies 3 to remain 
either as an heir-loom in your own family, or as a deposit in 
some of our National Collections, And may it survi\ e to the 
latest posterity, secure from the ravages of time, or the far worse 
havock of political frenzy. Believe me. Sir, your obliged humble 
servant, Jl, Gough/' 

His fame as a Bibliographer was now completely established : 
and some fortunate purchases on the Continent soon hUed up 
the measure of fortune which, his unambitious mind and strong 
natural sense inforn^ed bim, was sulhclent for all the rational 
enjoyments of polished life. He now began to enjoy the calm 
retirement of the country, in the neighbourhood of Old Verulam j 
and, in 1805, on the 10 th of September, completed his haj^pi- 
ness, by a matrimonial union with Katharine, the accomplished 
and only daughter* of the Rev. Edward Bromhead, M, A, Rector 
of Reepham, Norfolk j and uncle to Sir George Bromhead, Bart. 

About the same time he purchased the manor-house at Har¬ 
row, which had formerly been the residence of several Arch¬ 
bishops of Canterhuiy^: a delightful residence! commanding the 
most extensive prospects f, There he continued, during the re¬ 
mainder of his life, in the exercise of elegant hospitality, in the 
full enjoyment of domestic felicity, and the social intercouse of 
many of his old literary friends. In this romantic, but classical 
retreat, is laid the scene of a very considerable part of Mr. Dib- 
din’s Bibliomania/’ Mr, Edwards being the generous Rinaldo 
of that justly-celebrated Bibliographical Romance/' 

^ Mr^ Edwards was re-married, in November iSSO, tothaRev, Thomas 
Butt, B.ector of Kynnarsley, Shropshire, 

■p .An Alcove in the garden is well described in “ Bibliomania,” p. 24G, 

Mr. 
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Mr* Dibdin, after describing an amiable and well-known Book- 
collector, concludes the character by observing that, while Menal- 
cas sees his oblong cabinet decorated with a tall, well-dressed, and 
pei'haps matchless regiment of Variorum Classics, he has little or 
no occasion to regret his unavoidable absence fi'om the field of 
battle in the Strand or Pall MalL And yet,although he is environed 
with a body-guard, of which the great Frederick's father rnigbt 
have envied him the possession, he cannot help casting a wistful 
eye, now and then, upon still choicer and taller troops which he 
sees in the territories of his rivals, I do not know whether he would 
not sacridce the right wing of his army, for the secuiing of some 
magnificent treasures in the empire of his neighbour Hinaldo ; 
for there he sees and adores, with the rapture-speaking of a clas¬ 
sical bibliomaniac, the tall, wide, thick, clean, brilliant, and 
illuminated copy of the first Livy upon Vellum*, enshrined in 
an impenetrable oaken case, covered with choice Morocco I 
“ There he often witnesses the adoration paid to this glorious 
object by some bookish pilgrim, who, as the evening sun reposes 
softly upon the hill, pushes onward, through copse, wood, moor, 
heath, bramble, and thicket, to feast his eyes upon the mellow 
lustre of its leaves, and upon the nice execution of its typogra¬ 
phy* Menalcas sees ail this, and yet has too noble a heart to 
envy Rinaldo his treasures! These Bibliomaniacs often meet, 
and view their respective forces; but never with hostile eyes* 
They knovv their relative strength; and wisely console themselves 
by being each eminent in his degree* Like Cori'egio, they are 
^ also Painters' In their way*” 

Mr. Dibdin has also enlarged on Mr* Edwards's character, in 
his ‘"^Bibliographical Decameron,” vok 111* p. 14* 

To return to ihe elder Mr* Edwards. Frugal and temperate 
JO his ordinary habits, plain and unaffected in his manners, the 
even tenor of his life was extended to the age of 86 j when he 
calmly resigned his breath, June JO, 1808, highly beloved and 
respected, having long before had the satisfaction of seeing two 
of bis sons retired from business, to enjoy the comforts of well- 
earned competence; and a third, Mr. Tliomas Edwards, esta¬ 
blished in his own respectable and extensive concerns at Halifax* 

In the summer of 1814 Mr, James Ed weirds embraced the op- 
porCiinity of vbiting Paris j which he had frequently done in the 
earlier part of his life, and even during the reign of the late 
Emperor, who (with all his many failings) was not indifferent 
to literature, or literary men* Here, accompanied by Mrs. Ed¬ 
wards, and some select fnentls, he passed a few delightful weeks^ 
but returned still more satisfied with his native country, and hb 
mansion at Harrow% His health, however, having beconie pre¬ 
carious, and hrs const i tut ion undermined by symptoms iff para¬ 
lysis j he was advised, by some medical friends, to forbear for the 
future any close application to study. He foliow'cd their advice j 
and adopted the heroic resolution of selling his valuable Library, 

* This magnificent ariicle was purchaRed at Mr* Edwards's Sale by 
Sir Mark Sykes, for 903^, See Dibdiu's Decameron," HI, l J7. 


which 
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which he actually accomplished in 1815^* This was Ludeed a 
piduie tETai- to the amateurs of first editions and vellum copies, 
it consisted of only S30 articles, and produced S4S^L i uptvards 
of 10^, per article, a result unprecedented in the annals of book- 
sales ! At this sale the far-femed Bedford Missal passed, April 
11,1815, by the hammer of Mr. Evans, from his possession, to that 
of the Marquis of Blandford, for 687^^ los. This important 
event was a very great relief to himself and bis friends, who 
fondly hoped that some years might still be added to his life. 
But his disorder had taken too firm a root) and, though he lived 
several months after in great apparent tranquillity, the thread of 
life was fatally cut on the 2d of January, 1816, at the age of o9* 
His firm mind being wholly un appal led at the prospect of death, 
which he knew was fast approachu^g, he gave the necessary 
directions for Ids funeml, desiring that his coffin might be made 
out of some of the strong shelves of his Librnry j and breathed 
his last sigh with Che true fortitude of a Christian, leaving a 
widow and five children, the eldest little more than six years old, 
to lament their irreparable loss. Three nights only before his 
death, he expressed a desire that his youngest boy (then only 
four years old) might be a Bookseller; and named Mr. Payne 
as the person and friend to whom he wished to confide him. 

His monument in Harrow Church is thus inscribed : 

In memoiy of James Edwards, Esquire, of London, well 
known to the learned and ingenious of the age in which he lived, 
as one of the most eminent Col lee tors and Booksellers in Europe* 
To his skilful researeJa and liberal spirit of enterprise, his country 
is indebted for the rarest specimens. Biblical and Classical, of the 
Typographic Art. By his zealous activity m hia professionj he 
exhausted the treasures of Foreign Cabinets to enrich the stores 
of the Scholar and the Man of Taste in his native Land. He 
was a most affectionate Husband and Father; a kind, sincere, 
and useful Friend ; and in all the ti'ansactions and relations of 
life, a man of unblemished integrity. Happy in a temper always 
serene and cheerful, his manners were frank, courteous, and 
benevolent: His faith in the Gospel was firm : His piety ardent 
and omform ; His resignation perfect; His life was Praise, and 
his death Peace .—Mark the perfeel m«», and behold the upright; 
for the end of that aian is peace. Psalm jrxrrii. verse 

* See a full account of this Sale in Mr. Pibilin’s ** Bifafif^scrapliical 
vol. IlL pp* 111—126) also, Gent. Mag. vol. LXXXV. part, I. 
pp. 135,354, 349. 


In the Memoirs of the Wollastons, 
^Hllustiutions," voL I, pp.iv, and 169, r, “ Henry-John Wollaston.^^ 
In the Plate, and p. 169, r, Rev* W. Wollaston,'* not ^^Esq. 
P. 834. Col. William Wollaston's epitaph, and that of Dr. 
Frederick Wollaston's first wife, are at Finborough, not Shenton. 
[bid^ 1.30, r> Peakirk vvkh Glinton j'' and L 44, r. a^^iduos. 
P, S35, 1, 29, F* W. Wollaston was Colonel in the ^2d Light 
Dragoons^ not the 2d.^—L. 3S, j-. Rector of Pasiovt.'* 
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George Simon Earl of Harcourt* to Mr. Gough. 

Sir Nuneham Courtenay^ Dec, 31 1805, 

Will you have the goodness to pardon the liberty I am going 
to take in applying to yon for information, which cannot he so 
satisfactorily obtained from any other person) at least, I shall 
never think what I wish to have done will be done correctly, 
unless I can be favoured with your directions. In a word then. 
Sir, I am desirous to place an Inscription upon the monument 
of my ancestor, Sii^ William de Harcourt, who died an. 1209, 
and is buried in the Cathedral of Worcester, which monument is 
now repairing, with the assistance of the Dean, who is so oblig¬ 
ing as to superintend that work, and he mforms me, that the 
figui'e having been sponged with water only, the colour of the 
surcoat appears so visible, that the whole may be restored to its 
original state, which I have directed to be done. The hgtire 
lies upon a low base of brick'work, ?ioio faced with free-stone, 
and the former having decayed, on examination it was found to 
be hollow, and the Dean informs me tliat the body was inclosed 
therein j but whether any bones or other substance were disco^ 
vered, he does not say, Upon the face of this tomb I wish to 
have inscribed the following words, ' Sir William de Harcourt, 
son of Sir Robert de Harcourt, and Isabel de Camvllle, an. 1209]' . 
but I cannot be reconciled to the idea of a modern English in¬ 
scription, upon so antient a monument j and although 1 have 
consulted your magnificent, elaborate, and instructive work, I 
cannot satisfy myself whether the inscription ought to he in 
Latin, or in French, in the Saxon, or in the Gothic character, 
nor how the several words ought to be spelt, nor whether the 
name of CamviUe ought to be written with the double Ite^ or in 
the more ancient manner, with a single I only, 

I’hough ashamed to add to the length of this letter, I will, 
notwithstanding, take the liberty of informing you, that with the 
assistance of the MS. notes of A. Wood, I have been enabled to 
restore a monument in Stanton Harcourt Church, of the 14th 
century', which, although by tradition, 1 knew it to be one of my 
ancestors, 1 should not have been able to ascertain to which of 
them it belonged, had he not preser’^'ed the blazoning upon the 
shields, which I directed should be restored, and that the figui'e 
upon the monument should be merely cleaned, not imagining 
that any colours remained beneath the coat of diit, which, by 
time and daqpps had collected upon it; but, to my surprise and 
satisfactionj I learned that the colours beneath were so little im¬ 
paired (as appeared after the simple application of wet sponges), 
that there would not be the least difficulty to renew them* The 
figure lies on a low altar-tomb, beneath a low arch, on the North 
side of the chancel, in the above-mentioned Church, 'fhe in¬ 
side of the arch is daraaskpd with a sort of crimson, on a white 
ground* On the front of the tomb are four shields, bearing 

* See the “ Literary Anecdotes/' vd. VI* p* 323, 


Harcourt 


illustrations of literature. 

Harcourt impaling Grey of Rotherfield, Grey single, Harconit 
single, and Marmion* The figure which represents Maud| 
daughter of Robert Lord Grey aY Rot her fields by his second wife, 
AnnCj daughter of John Lord M arm ion, and wife of Sir Thomas 
Harcourt, ^vho died anno 1417. is in a scarlet mantle, with three 
row^s of ermine at the top j the same round the top of the kirtk, 
and upon the cuffs ; mantle lined with ermine likewise; mitten 
sleeves, and reticulated head-dress, 1 have omitted to add, that 
the arms of Harcourt impaling Grey, are upon this lady’s kirtle, 
and that the blue part of the latter coat only is damasked, 

I fear this descnpdon is miserably unscientific, but as I 
know not how to send a better, you must esccuse my ignomnce, 
as I flatter myself you also will the trouble \ have given, and the 
liberty I have taken.. I shall be in London the end of this week, 
where, if you should be so obliging as to attend to my trouble¬ 
some request, a letter will find me, I am, Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, HARCOuar.” 

To the Earl of Harcourt, 

My Lord, EnJieU, Jan. 16, 1806^ 

'^Though my reading does not fiirnish me with many instances 
of monuments which have retained their original inscriptions in 
the short and obscure period of the 13th century ; yet presuming 
them all to have been couched in the Lorn bardic capitals, like 
that of Sir Robert de Vere in Essex ; Huniez the last Norman 
Abbot of Westminster; Sir William de Tracy, at Morthoe, 
Devon, the second patronage of which belonged to Sir WiUiam de 
CamviUe, and rather, according to the conjecture of the late 
Dean Milles, to a Rector (of the name of Tracy) of this Church 
in King Heniy 11L j Bishop Gravesend, &c. The French lan¬ 
guage may have been for the Laity, and Latin for the Clergy. 
Under these impre^ions, 1 submit the inclosed Inscription to 
your Lordship, as appropriate for the monument of your Ances¬ 
tor in Worcester Cathedral, which I had the satisfaction of view¬ 
ing last summer. 1 am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s obedient humble servant, R. Gough/’ 

EaDBaE^C 5)© f!?9lECa)aE1]: sD€B 3[^aMElLlL 


A Letter from Thomas Kii'ke, Esq. [see p, 7^] to Henry 
Davenant, Esq. the English Minister at Ratisbon, is preserved in 
the British Museum {Ayscough's Catalogue, p, 916) i one to Sir 
Hans 81 oane in 1694 (p. 776) j and “ A Diaolgue between the 
Ghost of Thomas Kirke, de Cookridge, Esq. and the Rev. Milo 
Gale, Rector de Kighley, July 4, 1706/' (p. 844.) 






REV, GEORGE ASHBY,-REV, B, GAEDEMAN. 887 


Epitaph in the chancel of Banow Churchy Suffolk; 

Near this place is interred the body of 
the Rev. Georqe Ashby B* B* and F. S* A, 

Hector of this Parish^ 

Son of Edmund Ashby (hy Elizabeth Judith, daughter 
of Robert Lock of Dlnton, in Wiltshire), 
of an ancient Leicestershire Family, 
who was born 5 Dec. 1734, 
and died 13 June, ISOS. 

He was for many years President of St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
by whicii Society he was presented to this Living in 1774, 
and in 17SO attained, by the friendship of Dr. Ross, Bp. of Exeter, 
the Rectory of Stansfield in Suffolk. 

For some years previous to his death he had the misfortune to 
become blind, but, as a Critical Scholar and an Antiquary, he 
left many lasting testimonials of superior abilities. 

Mrs. Hannah Ashby, Sister of the Rev. G. A. 
died 1 May, 1S05, aged 79. 

Thomas Lyns, of Barrow, the constant companion and 
amanuensis of the Rev, G. Ashby, for the space of 38 years, and 
at last his testamentary heir, with all respect and gratitude in¬ 
scribes this marble to his memory/* 

P. 343. The Rev, Balthazar Gardenian was presented to the 
Vicarage of Coddenham, Suffolk, in 1689-90, by Nicholas Bacon, 
Esq. whose widow he married.—His tomb is thus inscribed: 

this place, beh/nd rhp interred 

the body of the Reverend Balthaxab Gaedeman, 
who was near fifty years Minister of this Parish. 

He was born at Poitiers in France ; 
but chose to reside in England on account 
of the great persecution of the Protestants 
in that Country. 

He married the Lady Catherine Bacon, Relict of 
Nicholas Bacon, of Sbrubland Hall, Esq. 
and daughter of the first Earl of Sandwich. 

God blessed him with an ample fortune, 
with which be did very considerable acts 
of charity and beneficence. 

He made very large donations to this parish, 
buying the great tithes, and giving them to the Living; 

And also two great farms, which amount 
in all to the value of above 170^. per ann. 

He was learned, pious, and charitable ^ 
exemplary in his life and conversation j 
deal- to the clergy, to the poor, and to his friends,' 
but to his wife an inexpressible loss, 
with whom he had lived many years 
in tlie utmost love and harmony. 

• See the “ Literary Anecdotes,” vol.VlI. pp. 13. 105. 

He 
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He dyed in liis S4fh year, December the 19th, 1739. 

Near the same place lies interred 
the said Lady Catherine Gardemai^, 
who departed this life Jan. 17, 1757, 
aged 95 years, 4 months. 

She built a SchooLhouse, 
and founded a School in this parish, 
for 15 poor boys and 15 poor g^rls, 
endowing it with a salary of 9.QL per annum, 
payable for ever out of the rents of lands in Mendlesham j 
the remainder to be distributed amongst the poor 
of this parish by trustees appointed for that purpose,” 

P, 333, Mr. Potter is thus noticed by Lady Harvey, in a Letter 
to the Rev. Edward Marsh, dated Noy. 91 ,1747 : Mr. Potter the 
Lawyer is a second Pitt, I hear, for fluency of words : he spoke 
well and bitterly, but with so perfect an assurance, so uncon¬ 
cerned, so much master of himself, though the first session of 
his being in parliament, and Che first time of his opening his 
mouth there, that it disgusted more than it pleased. 

Mr. Potter was Secretary to Frederick Prince ot Wales, 
who was then in the most decided opposition to his Father's 
Government j and Mr. FotteFs speech was, for those days, ex¬ 
tremely violent. Mr, Pelham, offended by a portrait of a Mi¬ 
nister which Potter was drawing, called the young gentleman to 
orders but the interruption, as usual, only made the matter 
worse, for Mr. Potter turned the interruption Into an appropria¬ 
tion of the picture, and acknoiviedgment of the J/keness. Potter 
was afterwards, I believe. Secretary in Ireland ; and was mixed 
in the ministerial intrigues of 1756 - 7 , in the course of which he 
obtained the office of Vice-Treasurer of Ireland 3 but held it 
only for a year or two/* ^ 

P.354. “ The Rev. William Smith, of Mendham, near Hark- 
ston, Norfolk, Reader of the Chapel in that town, and Rector of 
Homersfield and St. Cross, in Suffolk, communicated notes to 
Dr. Grey, the learned Editor of Butler's Hudibras. This inge¬ 
nious gentleman assisted Sir Thomas Hanmer also in his Edition 
of Shakspeare.—The Rev. John Smith, his youngest son, the 
late worthy Rector of Mattishali, Norfolk, died in April 1803/* 
Gillingwater's Bury St. Edmund's, p. 195. 

In St. Cross Church is the following Epitaph : 

William Smith, A, M. formerly Fellow 
of St, John’s College, Cambridge ; 
afterwards Rector of this Church, and Homersfield, 

He departed this life April 29, 1767, in hU 77th year, 

Four infant sons are deposited in the same grave.” 


END OF VOLUiME IV. 


Frintctl JoJii, Nicbols amd Son, Parliamf Dt $trecu 





